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Marvin, can vou go bhack to your earliest wmemories of
vour paraents, vour grandpareuts, where they were born,
when they came to Youngstown, and whaere they lived?

My family came te this country from what was known as
Augtria-Hungary and tlhe portion of it being Yungary.
They came to Youngstown . . . I don't know specifically
why it was Vounygstown lnstead of gome place slse. of
course, I know they must have been in New York firvst
baecause Tthey came by ship. T am neot sure if they canmne
on two occasions or if the entire family came at one
time. Though if T vecall all the members of wy fa-
ther's famlly, were born in Europe. None of them were
born after they came to this couniivy.

When my father and mother were married . . . My father,
Mose, had lived with his parents until he married my
mother, who was from Cleveland. After the marrviage
they came to Youngstown to a house on Madison aAvenus,
twe doors away from what was then known as Holmes
Street, whic¢h ran fTrom Madison Avenue all the way
downtown to Federal Street. Holmes Street became Fifth
Avenve al Madlson and continued north to ity Yimits.

My father and his brother, Max Frankle, were cigar
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makers by trade. Their father was involved 1in a
rtetail store with Lhem on Rast Federxal Street wheve
they made and sold cigars. It seemed that prior to
beinyg c¢igar makers, they were like so many members of
the Jewish community, peddlers. They carried and solad
household items and personal itams bto people living on
farms outside of the city. But at the time they were
going to he clgar makers, they went to, iadividually, a
cigar manufacturer in Cleveland who made cigars in &
carviage house in back of his home The man's aane
was Jacob Klein and one of his daughters became MNMrs.
Joe Twustlg and a niece, Rose Klein, became my fatither's
wife and my mother. My parents were married in March
of 1908 on the day that was known as the 1inauguration
day, because every four years the elected president of
the United States became President on that particular
day. Qf course, much later it changed to January.
When T was born the following veax, September of 1909,
we were living in that house. We remained in this
housse until 1815, when we moved to a Thouse that wy
father bullt on Fifth Avenue, corner of MNorth Heights
Avenue

While ven wore living on Madison, can you renember some
of vour neighbors?

I can remember gquite a few. Acrosg from us was the
Mitch Brown family. Mitch Brown, a bacheleor, lived
with a group of sisters, none of whow mariied. There
was a Rae Brown vho was a teacher, a Dora Brown who was
gquite well-known among the local teachers, an  Anna
Brown who I vecall was guite sctive in both the Sister-
hood of the Rodef Sholom Temple and the Council of
Jewish VWomen. There was a sister Jeanette, who T
beliave was the youngest of the sisters. 5he was &
gocial worker in Cleveland.

They happenad to live next to the McManus Ffamily who
owned a downtown store, sort of a mini-depavtment

store. Several doors away from us there was the Dar-
rett family, mavny of whoge daughters were schoolteach-
ers There was the Rotbth family, one of whose sons was

Ben Roth, the attorney. There wasg the home the Max
Frankie family lived in, that was next to the Roth
house. There were the Hamburgers, parents of the
Maagburger hoys who moved bo Pittsburgh and were whole-
salers of electrical appliances. There was the William
Wilcoff Ffawily. He had three song, all of whom wers

well -known in the Jewish community. Arthur Wilcofrf,
Ralph Wilcoff, and Lou Wilcoff. Theve was LKhe Morris
Mover Ffamily. The Friedman family. The Friedmans

had a son, Henry, and thres dauvghtsrg, one of whom
became Mrs. Albert Leopold, one who married Max Bruns-
wick, and the thicrd daughter married George Loewitt.
All these people lived east of usg going toward Elm



Street.

I remember on the corner of Elm and Madison Avenue
there was a firve gtation. EBEvery Saturday the c¢hildren
used to go to the five statlion o watceh the Thorses
beinyg exercisged. There was a stairway leading from the
first flcor to the second floor and it wag fillsed with
children who stood there watching them exergise the
horses. The eguipment was moved out to the driveway.
It was like watching, I suppose, the famous horses 1in
Vienna.

The Lippenzaner?

Yes. Going west on Madiszon Avanus theve was the M. UL
Guggenheim Ffamily, with two daughters; Clarabell and
Trma, who Dbecame Irua Carson. There was the Upman
family, Morris Upman. The Joseph Friedman family. His
son 1s Axrthiw Friedman and his daughter ls Rita Welmevr

There was the Jacohg family living acress f£xrom them.
Then there was an apariment building on the corner of
Fifth and Madison that was bhuilt by the Lustig family,
Joe Lustig and his brotheir, T believe, HMax Lustlig His
wife was Nettie Lustlyg. The apartment bullding re-
mained there until it was torn down Ffairly recently:
fifteen, twenty years ago.

When we moved to Wifih Avenuve I was just six yvears old
and I started in the firest grade at Parmelee School,
which was locatred on Belmont Avenue at DBroadway. It
used to be a very easy walk to and from school. T went
there for eight yearsg. Some of the members of my class
Were: Milton Xlivans, Donald Feerer, Oscar Neiman,
Ruth Levy, John Thomas, Richard Schuman, Jack Grindley,
and some others that I have probably forgotten to
mention.

How lony were you at Parnelee?

T was at Paruelee foir eight yvears This was before we
had any Junior highs. There were no Jjunior high
schonls  vet, The ope that wag bullt, Haves Juniov

High, had the Parmelee principal as itg first princi-
pal, M . 8. Freed. Also when I was in Parmelee
School, Harding School wasg open. Some of the Parmelee
studeuts, those who lived above Crandall Avenue, for
instance, had to change to Harding and finish up there
after Parmneleeo. T finished at Parmelee in 1923 and
from theve I went to Raven School for four yvears. The
virdinceipal was B.F., Miller, who is well-known in eoduca-
tional circles.

OF course that was the time when Raven wag abt its peak.
A number of very wall-known teachers werce there. You
were abls to, and did, take Tour yeears of Latin, three



vears of a foreign language. You could he acrepted in
almost any college in the United States without en-
trance examionahions if yonr standing at Rayen was high
encugh. I chose, as a foreign languagc, German. It
was veintroduced in my fr@"LHUP vea Tt had not been
taught in public scheools since Wor Jn Wav T, and I took
three years of it and continued taking it when I was in
college. I was a member of the class of 1927, graduat-
&8 in June. I remember that commencement avery yeatr
for Raveu was at the Palace Theater in the morning.
From there it woved to Stambaugh Auditoirium.

Where did vou go after Rayven?

I went to Cornell Universily for four vears and then T
tock two vears of graduate work at Harvard Business
School in Cambridge T rvecesived a Master's Degree from
the Business Schoeol in 1933. I returned home . . . T
returned to Youngstown and continued to live here up to
the present. T had an interest in department store
work and T leocally used to go o Strouss-llirshberg apnd
McKelvey's, We were in the Depressicn and stores were
not taking on any additional peopnle and replacing only
persons who left town or died and I suppose persons who
reached the aye wheve they felb they should retire.
Thatre was no such thing as having to retive at any
parvticular age. There were several people there at
that time who had been with Strouss's, for iuanstance,
Eifty oxr more years. That ig a lot of years to be 1in
one particular company. T ecame back to Voungstown to
stay, mainly becauge it was something wmy parents wanted
me tn do, live here. Otherwise, if I hadn't been a
dutiful son, T probkably would have heen alsewhere,

A problem of being an only child, pavrtly?
Probably.

Mavvin, «can yvou tell ug aboul yvour religious training
and your religioug school?

My Ffawnily was a member of the Childreu of Tsrael Con-
gregation and it had ne Sunday school, but I and some
other c¢hildren went to Rodef Sholom Sunday school.
There was a fee for that unless vou were a member of

the congregation. T started in first grade, T dou't
think the Sunday school had a kindergarten ovr a prekin-
dergarten. T went there to Sunday school for five

vears. At that time, for at least one vear, the super -
intendent of the Sunday school was Clareace Strouss.
The rabbi at the temple at that tfime was Rabhi Philo.
Ae T recall, Nethis Simoa was secretaxry. on Sundays
the library in the temple was open for the students in
gunday school. The library was run by Betty Weil whose
mother was Mrs. Samuel Weil, a widow.

i



When the Anshe Emeth Temple, which the Frankle's were
very active getting started and built, opened, which
was in the early 1%20's, I titransferred Ifrom Rodof
Sholew Sunday school to the Anshe Tumeth Sunday school.
When I registered T said that I had completed six years
~f  Junday school at Rodef Sholom, dinstead of £ive
vears, because T wanted to start there in seventh

grade. My cousin, Fred Ullman, who had mavried Made-
line Frankle, was to be the teacher of that grade and T
wanted to bhe in his ¢lass. 7Tt zo happened after the

first wvear of Sunday school he was changed to the
wighth grade, s0 T had him in the eighth grade as ny
sunday school teacher. Because of the fact that I had
been bar mitzvabhed, 1 did not continue with the Simday
achool. My family felt that if a boy had heen bar
mitzvahed, it wasn't necegsary to bs confFirmed. The
two were pretty close to one in the same.

Was that the general opinion of the congregation?

At that time it was about £
courge  the wmain veason why
that he wasn't going to be confirmed was because he
wasn't going to get the presents. Which he had ve-

ifty-fifty I would say. of
a p rsen was  disavpointed

.ﬁ
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ceived at the age of thirteen. There was no such
thing as a bat mitzvah. The girls had only  confirna -
tion. So in all probability, the confirmation c<¢lass

was a little top-heavy with gisrls.

Did you axpeiience any anti-Semitism during this period
in high scheol ov grade schiool in the Youngstown area?

No.
You @didn't? Anv form of anti-Semitisn?

No, the only thing T can recall was that one of the
clubs @t Rayen School was the Hi v Club and it Being
connected with the YMCA, restricted itself to gentiles.
There were no Jewish students in the ¥i Y. T presume
that all of the Ui ¥'s in town at the high schools were
the a@ame way. That was the only thiong of this sorvrt
that T can recall.

When you gobt into town apd ¥you were working 1in
Strouss's, can you remember some of the merchants in
the: downtown area or anywhere?

Well, outside of the downtown there were the nelghhor-
heood stores, Lhe grocers, the druggists, the dry clean-
ers, S0 on. Because the shopping plazas and the malls
had not started as yetbt, downtown was the center of
activity and there were lovads of stores selling mens-
wear, men's furniszhings, man's clothing. There were



=
+2

loads of stcores selling shoes, women's shops. Although
it secems to me that most of the women's apparel that
was sold, was sold hy the large specialty stove Tike
Livingston's or the depavtment stores, Strouss's and
McRelvey's., Thalt was not true with men's apparel, even
though Streouss's and McKelvey's had large men's depart-
ments.

While tbere were a few neighborhood theaters, the north
gide incidentally didn't have one, there were at least

a2 half a dezen large movie palaces downtown, There
were quite a few restaurants. There were confection-
ers. Quite a numbher of glores da all categories.

There were even, I think, at least three large hardware
stevies located downtown.

Maost of the action was downtown?

Most of the action wag downtown. Theaters started at
11L:00 in the morning, women came downtown to have lunch
at MecKRelvey's Tea Reoonm and at Raver's. They would
spend hours downtown going from store to store. They
would often put in a £full day until the husbands who
worked downtown were ready to go home, and they would
go home with the husbands. One of the popular activi-
ties was window shopping. Particularly on Sundayvs, T
ramember that we, as a family group- my Falhen, and
mother, and my aunt and her husband, myself- would have
dinner upstairs at the Progress Club, which becanme the
Commercial Cilub and then became known as Liberman's.
After eating, 17 we were going Tto a moviaz, we would
first take a walk around a few blocks and leck at the
windows. We were acconmpanied by lots of other people
that were doing the same thing.

On a Sunday?

Yes. Of course all the streetcar lines {ferminated
downtown, either on the sguare . . . I think most of
ther ended wup on the sguare or at  the extremes of
Federal Street.

Theie were no gtores open downtown on Suuday, outside
of restaurants?

No, thare were no stores open. There were no stores
open i the evening either. That didn't come into
effect until World War II when stores staited staving

open one night a week, Monday.

When you talk of theaters, do you ever rvemsnber a Yid-
dish theater in Youngstown?

Mo,

A



i

en

Becavse there have been some guestions about the fact
that there was at one time a Viddiazh theater. T can't
seem to find any information.

T remembar only rhe theaters that had vaudeville and
the Park Theater which had traveling shows from New
York, the rvoad companies,.

Nid yvou work an eight hour day?

Strouss'’'s was open six days a wesk, we worked six days
a weak. The total number of hours we worked might have
been about sixty. When T started, I am speaking now
about the 1930's, we were in the Depression. Theve was
very 1little hiring of help except tn replace soncone
who left, someone who died, somebody who retired.
Although T don't think retiring was as popular then as
it has been sgince. I vecall that my starting weekly
pay, regardless of the number of hours T worked, whelth-
er it was sixty or fifty ovr sixty-five, was $10.5%50 for
the week. Tt was quite adeguate in those days.

During the period of the Depression the NRA, the Na-
tional Recovery &ct, went inte effect and there was a
minimum sget which permitted me to veceive $12.50 a
waek. If we had occasion to work in the evening, we
were given what was called supper monev. We could go
arvround the corner  to the American Luneh or hehind
Strouss's on Commerce Street's restaurant. Page's and
T Lbelieve McWebh's were on the sgquare at that time. We
were given $.50 for our dinner and that was sufficient.

For a hot meal?

For a hot meal. Probably a three-course meal; soup,
main couvrse, and dessert, which was probably ice coreanm
oc  apple pie. Theve weie a number of members of the
community who were at Strouss's at that time. Neither
Mr. Strouss, Sv. nor Mr. Hirshberyg waere living. Clavr

ence Strouss was the head of the store. There were a
number of Ffamiliar persons there; Geoxge Thompson,
Henry Goldstein, his brother Dave Goldstein who was in
charge of Lthe bhasament store, Sam Rosenthal who was
well-known in the community in later vears, Avthur
Binstein, this brothev Sylvan. Others such as Morris
Black and Lester Lane, names that became more familiar

as Strouss's grew. There were no mall stores beagause
there were no malls. Strougs's had a branch stove 1in
New Castle, which wag managed by Jeroeold llaeyver. haere

vare a lot of well-known names at the downtown store.
There was the Printz Company, Rlitter and Meyer, the
Sguire Shop, Maleoney and Williams, The Scott Company,
Wiiliam Cosel. There were a nuaber of places where one
could go for sweets. There was Friedman's, which I
believe was originally on TWast Federal Street. When



the brothers were together. . .
T think that, I am not real sure, bubt it was . .

Wear the Park Theater which was on the second block. T
think the TFriedman’'s was on the first block. Tt seens
to me that I recall being taken to the Park Theater and
afterwards, after the matinee, stopplog in at Fried-
man's on the way to the asguare to get the streetcar
back up to the north side.

There was a factory on East Federal too, upstairs, S0
the store prohably was downstaiis.

Then, of course, I remember when it was Martin Fried-
man's and had ope or mere locations, including the
one. . . T think when tbhe Warner Theater opened, right
off the lobby just as there was one off the lobby of
Keith Palace Theater 1in the square. There were a
number  of jewelry stores. It is interesting Tthat at
one fime there was a Klivans Brothers, and a Miltoen
Klivans, and Klivans Company which was Jacob Klivans
and his son Havold.

Were they all connected though? Were they Jike hranch-
es or separate?

Mo, they wevre separate.

They were competing with one another?

They wele compebing with one another, yes.

And there were a number of shoe stores?

There were a number of ghoe stores. The biggest one
when I was very small was J.W. Smith and Sons. But at

some time or other it was surpassed in size hy Lus-
tig's, which became the dominant shoe gstore in the

downtown. It seems to me that a nmumber of the shoe
stores were for weomen only, pogsihly because they
bought nmore wpairs of ghoes than men did. T know that
at one time women's shoe departments in the department
gtores were very lavge and guite numevous. Tt secms to
me that after I had been with Strouss's for about teon
vears, Strousgs's so0ld shoeg in six or seven different

depaviments, most of them for women.
They must have been diffevent priced shoesg?

Different priced shoes, the shoe department £for the
voungatr women., There was a shoe depaviment for staple
shoes for older women, the lesgs Tashionable shoes,
there was a c¢hildren's shoe department, separate.
Eventually as other stores ovened in neighbeorhoods and
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in shopping areas, cutside of downtown, these depart-
ments were consgolidated and there were feower of them
than there had been before.

Can you tell me aunyvthing about your invelwvement in  fthe
community, in the wpolitics, synagogue, or business-
wise, have any interests?

No, I was not particularly interested. T shouldn't say
interested, T was noi a doer or worker. T didn'i join
organizations like the Masons. I wasn't an BRElk. T
never went inte any service, ¢lub. T wasn't active in

the Jewish center ov the fedevation, except that there
was a time that I used to be a member.

Let's Talk some mole about the Frankle brothers from
where it evolved.

After my grandfather, my father, and Uncloe Max Frankle
were in the cigar business on East Federal Street for x
number of vears, they decided to move te the othery gide
of the sguare and go into . . . Stop manufacturing
cigars and go into the wholesaling and retailing of
tobacco products; cigars, cigarettes, pipes, and so
Forth, smokevrs' accessorias. Ho they rented space on
the first floox of the Federal building which was at
the corner of West Federal and North Phelps Street, and
opened up a rather large store. This was around 1900.
Tt was very close to Woolworth's, which was then a $.05
and $.10 store. Nothing was over $.10. Stambaugh-—
Thompson's was right acrvoss the street from Ritter and
Meyer men's store Sweetland, a confectionery store
owned hy several Greek brothers, possibly bLhe - .
Well, T don't think I should mention the name because T
am notbt sure it would be correct.

Frankle Brothers Company carried on the wholesale
nortion of business in the bascmeat. The first Floor
was devoted to selling of tobacco products at retail.
My unclie, Max Frankle, was kunown as the inside man. He
was there everyday until the store cloged, which as T
recall heariug was 7:00 p.m. My father was considered
the outside man of the brothers because he was the one
rthat called on the territory, which consistad of six,
seven, or eight counties in Ohic and western Pennsylva-
nia. Thare also were a few olLher salesman who Thad
locations to go to, as far away as Steubenville, as far
north as Aghtabula. There were all of the counties
which were outside of the territory that was congsidered
Cleveland.

What Jdid they use for trangportation, what form of
transportation?

I know that if ny father went Lo Warven, for instance,
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to call on the customers, he went by train on the Erie
and walked In Warren or used the streetcars, buses,
whatever the c¢ity might have. My fathev incidentally
never learned how to drive a car. Never drove a car in
hig 1ife. Tt was my mother who drove the car until T
was sixteen and legally permitied to drive the car.
Let's say my Father had gone down to Steubenville, o
wherever he went, if he came in after 7:00 4in the
evening, we would pilck him up at the Brie Station ov
the Pennsylvania Station, whatever train he used to go
to that territory. It is ilnteresting that 1 had never
given that a thought until we speak about it today.

T was closely assovciated with my father and uncle. Oh,
by this time my grandfather was out of the business
conpletely,. He had lived with Julia and lTouls Klaftex.
Julia was Julia Frankle-Xlafter, his dJdaughter. He
lived with her anril his death in the early 1920's.
Getting back to who was connected with the cigav
stores: ny father's nephews Max Marks and Nate Marks
were agtive in the business. They also had some broth-
ers who helped oult, a stepbrother Mose Marks and thelr
own bhrother Aaron Mavks who was in anothevr business in
Youngstown. T recall that asmong the persoas of  Jewigh
persuasion there was Barney Weiss, who on certain days
a weelk went out and called on local trade. Theire was
alse a Morris Stein, who was in charge of putting up
the orders in tbhe wholesgale end of the business.

Was there much competition?

Tn the earTy daye of the gtore there were & number of
persons who worked for Frankle Brothers Company that
lafi to gtart husinesses of thelr own. Such as Harry
Shagrin, Jobn Roseman, and Phil Kalver, Monrce Pollock.
T think these firms were Shagrin and Roseman. There
was a Klafter, a stephrother of my uncle Louis Klafter
who was in the bhusiness wibkh XRlafter and Sauber, That
was Abe Sauber and Philip Klafter. There was Pollock
and Dougheviy which had Monroe Pollock and Sol Weinberg
connected with them. So there was congiderable compe-
titiomn. To we the interesting thing was that wmoesl of
these people got their start working for TFrankle Broth-

ers Companvy. 0Ot course as the vears went on, the
population of Youngstown grew and there was demand Ffor
more of everything, including retall establishments in

any particular field.

v

Tobacao wagn't a wo-noe then?

Tobacco was very acceptable. During World War I, the
soldiers were ieceliving cigarettes by Lhe cartons as
gifts from organizations, from individuals. Almost at
a time when wowen were starting to smoke. That would
have Dbeen the peak of cigarette consumption in this

10



country. Perhapsg that is incorrect, but T don't have
any figures from the Wational Institute of Cigarette
Manufacturers.

Were vour grandparents ov father invelved 1in other

2 o

outside activities in the community?

My parents were. My father at one time was pLesident
of the Anghe Emeth Temple. My mother was president of
the Anshe Bmeth Sisterhood. She succeseded haer sister
in-law, Mrs. A.M. Frankle, who had heen president of
the sisterhood since the congl egation was formed. My
mother, Rose Frankle, was active in the earliy days of
the federation. Tn fact, T believe that she was the
first woman head of the women's division of the federa-
tion. T think it began at a time when she was active
with the federation.

T  think she was a charter wember of the Council of
Jewish Women too, I believe.

She could have been a chartelw member, but she was
active 1in the Council of Jewizh Women. Which was
considerably larger in mambership then than it has been
in the last few decades.

Tite . Do you have any feelings about the survival of
Israel ov politics?

T have no particular feelingsg that would be interest-
ing.

And vyvou don't feel that thers ig any pavticular person
in your life that made the Targest influence on you, a
parent, teacher, a hook?

Offhand T ecan't think of anyone. T suppose T can say
that wmy parvents logetbtber, ny Tather and mother, the
number one and number twe influences.

Is thetre anvone in the community that vou adwire more
than anyone, have a great admiration for?

Well, I can think of Clarence Strouss as & person  that
I felt that way about for a great many vears. I anm
sure fthere have been some others sivece hig tine. Of
course he died in 1947. I remember that year very well
berause that was the year that Terta and T were mar-
ried. He died in the spring and we were married in
dugust of fthat year. There have been persons since
then T am sure that fit into that category, but T can't
think of them offhand.

We have had some community leaders that have . . . Such
as presidents of congregations, presidents of organiza-

11



tions. Such as Stanley Engel for instavce, ware outr-

standing. T can't say that these are persons who began
to perhaps influence sme when 7T didn't influence as
easily. I know what T mean. T don't know whether T

gxprassed it correctly.

Well, I think I kind of threw yvou a curve on that anv-
way. Marvin, do you want to tell ug about how and when
and where you got interegsted in the theater?

0f course wheo T was vounyg we didn't have radio and we
didn't have televisicon. Entertainment outside of the
home consisted principally in going to movies and what
were c¢alled legitimate stage attractions at several
downtown theaters, one of which was the opera honse and
the other was the Park Theater. I was very fond of
going to the movies at one of six, seven, or eight
downtown movie houses which we had operating. As I got
a little older, I was taken to the Hippodrome which
showed B.F. Keith and Vaudeville. The Hippodrome,
incidentally, wag located in the UTip Arcade which later
became the Grevhound Bus Terminal Arcade. T was also
taken to suitable shows at the Park Theater, such asg
Thurgton the magician, a play based on the 1ife of
Abraham Linceln, a play made from the novel Merton at
the HMovies which came here with Glenn Hunter who had
the gtarring role. That, T vecall, was the second show
I saw at the Pavk Theater. The 1life of Lincoln called
"A Man for the Ages" wag the firvst legitimatle show T
ever sSaw.

Then as T got older, T went tn the Park Theater with a
few of my friends. We would d¢o on Saturday afternoon,
git upstairsg in what probably wag the first or second

balcony. T remember seats were $.50 up there and the
shows were mnmusicals like "Rose Marie", "student
Prince", "Rlessom Time". And more recent ones like

"Wo, Wo, Nanette". The Park Theabter at that time wasg
managed by Joe¢ Shagrin for a company that I believe was
based in Vittsburgh. He was the house manager. Sever-
al of his sisters helped him by working in the box
office. 'There were a few Wednesday matinees T went to
when I was in Raven Schoel. I should have been in
schoeol, but  after coming bome for lunch T didn't go
back to school, I went down to the Park Theater to see
something that was playing there. "Vagabond King" was
one thing I couldn't vemenmber. By that time I was also
getting into the folllies series, the "Grecepwhich Vil-
lage Follies". Shows which included comedlians like EBd
Wynn, the Howard broethers, a few of the touring compa-
nies, the Zigfield Follies came there.

The thing which I saw the most of were the movies which
rlayed here. They used to play here three days or four
days. Fach week had two different movies. When pio-
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tures bagan to have sound and the actors and actresses
spoke, that was a tremendous boogt for attendance at
the local theaters. Tt went te the point where sventu

ally, maybe within one or two vears, every movie house
in town had pictures with sound, mugic., We were get-
ting more traveling stage shows. During the 1930's
prices were guite reasonable in conparison to what they
became after the war. We had some events at Stambaugh
Auditorium, but 1t was not really constructed propesrly
for stage shows. It wasg really built for concerts and
musical events. When T was in college T was friendly
with fellows who had come to Cornell Ffrom larger ci-
ties, These fellows wevre theater buffs and T guess I
wired some of my interest in the theater from then.
Coming back to town and working Jefl me Jess time to go
to the movies except on weekends. T managed to keep on
seeing a number of them each week. By this time T had
hecome interested in collecting books on the performing
arts. Subjects like theater and movies, vaudeville, a
little bit on circus, a little bit on night clubs. T
countinued having that interesti until the present time.

You spoke of the opera house earlier, where was the
opera house?

The opeia house wag on the sguare. The entrance to it
was between what ls now the side entrance of McCrory's
and the sguave entrance to the Mahoning Bank bwuilding.
That was the entrance and the theater ran east and west
behind MeCrory's to Boardman Street. Where Raver's
restaurant was at one time on Boavrdman Street, that was
whelta the auditorium of the opera houss was.

Nid that become part of the Ohl's Market?

When it ceagsed being a theatey, it hecame Ohl's Mairket.
Ohl's Market had been on East Federal Street 1in the
first block and he moved to the site of the opera house

when it ceaszed being an opera house.

That iz why it was that stvange shape, that Ohl's Mav
ket

Yes, that's a very good wmemory for yvou to think of
Ohl's having gene in there. I did remewmber it, I
wouldn't have mentioned it though.

Well, we had a candy concession, that's why T  remember
it and that's where T worked. Do you remember anything
about the Warnevr family or had they gone?

They weie gone lony before I would bave had an oppoviu~
nity +to meet them. T remenmber thom owning, perhaps
they didn't own it, opevating the Doune Theater which
was several doors away from Hazel Street. It was
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managed by the brothev—-in-law, David Robbins, who wasg
married to Anna Warner, sister of the Tamous hiothers.
When the Warner Theater was built and opened in  the
spring of 1931, Dave Robbinsg moved ovexr from the Done

and wag the manager of that theater. 3as he got older
his assigiant 4did more work and be was morve of a host
than anything elgse T believe. Of c¢ourse, the Warner

was the most heautiful of our downltown theaters.
Although we had several others that were very attrac-
tive such as  the State Theater on Federal Stoeet,
across fFrom where the Dome Theater had been. Or should
I say across from where McKelvey's had bheen The
c¢logest T ever came 1o the Warner Brothers was meeting
Harry Warner at one time at the Warner studio. That
wag in California wvisiting an uncle and aunt of mine on
my mother's side of the family. T read avidly and lis-
tened vevry intently whenever anything was sald about
the Warner Brothers.

Dave Robbins went on with other theatevs besides the
Warner Theater, didn't he?

No.
What about the one in Warren?

The two in Warren were the brother, Dan Robbins. T
think he was the youngest of the Robbins. Neo, 1 take
that back. I think vossibly Jack Robbins was the
youngest of the Robbinsg brothers. Dave Robbins had
nothing to do as far as I know with the theaters in
Warven, the Robbins and the Danie!l Dan Robbing man-
aged to name one of the two theaters after himself when
it was built. Dave Robbhins died here in Youngstown and
then his wife moved to, sometime or other after his
death, California tn live more c¢logely to her family.

They didn't have children?

They were childless.

EWD OF INTLERVIEW



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

