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andy, c¢an vou tell me when you were bovn and when you

came to this country? I understand that you were bLorn
in Czechoslovakia. Can you tell ms about that?

)

Oh ves, we came here in 1903. I was about three vyears
old.

You were born in what year?
1898.

18987

Yes.

Okay. Alright, vou were born in 1898 and.you came here
when vou were five years old then?

About four wvears old.
Okay, vou were about four years old.
We landed in New Castle.

New Castle, Pennsylvania.

et
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Yes. Then we went to Lowellville.
Lowellville?

Yes.

My hometown.

Then we went to Struthers and €rom Struthers we came Lo
Leetonia,

Why did vou come from that area to Leetonia? What
prompted vou and your family to come here?

My dad served in the general Army for siw vears. He
couldn't take the racket. He was always fighting.

He was alwavs fighting?

S0 he deserted and he came over here and then he sent
for us. After we came to Leetonia, he started work at
the west end, Grafton. Do vou know where the west end
is?

The west end of Leetonia?
Yes, Grafton.
Yes.

On bhoth sides of the street, was the nicest part of
Leetonia, all beautiful homes. Way at the other end
was the McKeefrey farm. He owned the blast furnace and
he owned nearly all the land back there on the west
end. He had one of the beautiful farms in the state of
Ohio. Tt was big. He used to have cowsg, 150 Jjersey
COWS . He had the most beautiful horses vou ever saw.
He had the most pigs, he had sheep, he had goats,
averything, on that big farw. In 1910, I think they
built a mansion. You ought to go out and see that.

I've seen a picture of it.

Did you?

Yes.

They built that mansion. They called him W.B. McRee-
frey. T ain't going to tell you the worst part of it
because it would be in the records.

You don't want to tell me that?

No. I could tell wyou. . .
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T might already know what yvou are referring to.

Yes. Well, there are a lot of things I want to say,
but it would be on record. It is a good thing, Ted,
that T'm telling ycu about the farm. It wasg beautiful.
I'm telling you. You never gaw anything like it. TIt's
one of the nicest farms in the state of Ohio.

Did he employ a lot of people?

Be had the blast furnace and he had coal company down
in West Virginia. He had about 300 people working in
the blast furnace. I worked there for a while. He
would never go down and. .

I understand that he didn't pay a lot of his employees.
T'm sorry. T won't tell you.

You don't want to tell me? Okay. That is alright. I
guess he could be considered a millionaire. He was a
millionaire?

He was. He was a millionaire. NLike I told wvou, he
owned the west end of Leetonia. He owned a big, beau-
tiful dryv gooeds store, a grocevry store, a butcher shop
right there on the corner. It 1s gtill there.

Did your father work for McKeefrey then?

Ch ves.

Where, at the furnaces?

Yes, at the furnace. Well, he guit. . . I don't know
how to tell wvou.

You don't know how to tell me?

No. He quit the furnace then, see, and my dJdad went
down to this cother furnace. It uzed to be. . .

Cherry Valley.

Yes, Cherry Valley. T worked down there;.T used to 1un
it.

8o Cherrv Valley was like a conmpetitor with McKeefrey's
then?

That's right, wves. Cherry Valley was known for the
best Bessemer iron in the state of Ohio.

The best Bessemer, the best in the process, right?
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Yes. They were known all over.

What did yvour father deo at the. . .

Just a laborer.

He was a labover.

Yes.

What d4id vou do over at the furnaces?

I worked what you would call a stove tender.

A what?

Stove tender.

A stove tender?

T controlled the gas that would go into the furnace
When the foreman would be on wvacation, I would take his
place. That is how I came to ryun the furnace. I would
run 300 men. And the c¢oal company,they only., I think,
would run 100 men. That is how I used to run the
furnace there, two weeks, while he was on vacation.
What was Leetonia like in the early 1800'=s? I mnmean,
what type of community was it? Can yvou tell me a

little bit?

There used to be a steel mill here. Used to be a pot
tery here.

What other businesseg?

Used to be a boller shop-~yves, a big boiler works here
at ons time.

Where was that located at?

Right down here.

Would yvou describe that for me?

Well, the boiler shop used to make bojler%.

Yes, but where was it specifically?

Right down here by the railroad tracks where the tool
works 1s now.

Where the tool company is now?
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Yes.

Okay.

That 1is the tool building; that used to be Woodward's.
Woodward's?

Yes. They owned it. They lived in town. Thev ran it
for a2 long time. There used to be a relling mnill, a
steel mlill, and a pottery. The pottery is down there;
do vou know where the IGA store is? All that land used
to be a steelworks, pottery. There used to be a little
stable there. That's where we used to keep the horses
to carry all the dead people to the cemetery.

Who owned the pottery?

I really don't know. I don't know who owned the steel
mill either. The Pennsylvania railroad was a main line
from Fort Wayne, Indiana. There used to be an Erie
line going through here. There used to be a Pennsylva-
nia rallroad station and there used to be an Erie
railrovad station.

How about =mome of the. . . You mentioned the McKee-
freys, but were there some other prominent families
that owned businesses, too?

Oh wves, Cavanaughs.

Cavanaughs?

Yes.

What did they won?

Dry goods.

Dry g¢goods?

And Ballentines.

Ballentines?

Yes, he used to be a mayor, too. He used to have =
grocery store, a dry goods store, Ballentines, down in
the main part of the town.

Down on Main Street?

Yes. Johnson had the brewery, Harry Slater. There
used to be a . . . Charlie used to have a nice butcher

shop. They had a reputation of making the best bologna
in the state of Ohic.



The best bologna?
Yeg, sir.

Is that right?

They had a slaughterhouse?

Yez, ves on the south side.

Oh ves.

And it was bologna. I'll tell you.
They had good meats there then?

Oh they were clean. Theyv did all their slaughtering.
They used to make the bologna right there.

They did all their work from seratch?
Yes.

All their products were their products. How long were
they around till? Do you know?

Oh, T don't kunow.
1920's? Did they go till the. . . Farther than that?

Yes, they did because I got married in 1924 and I used
to go with myv sister to Transfer, Pennsylvania aund
befor¢ we would go. . . We used to drive. Before we
would go I would go down there and he would give me
four or five inches of bologna, for nothing.

Is that wight? That would hold wvou for vour trip then,
right?

No, T used to go out there and give it to the neigh-
bors. They wanted to buy it off of me and I said, "I
can't gell it to vou, but I'il give it to wyou."

That was nice. Were there any other families that you
can recall thsat owned businesses that were kind of
prominent in the community?

Well, there was Slater. He was a butcher. He used to
play 1in the band. He used to play the piceolo. He
still got it. He was so clean. Boy, when he c<cut a
plece of meat, boy, vou could almost eat it. Tt was so
c¢lean. He had a white shirt, a2 nice collar and every-
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thing else, and his apron would be Jjust sparkliag.
When be cut a piece off they ate it-——Hareld Slater. He
usgsed to have a big barvel with big dill vickles. When
T was a kid, I would go in there. We kids years ago
were poor, we didn't have encugh te eat. I'm telling
yvou. Ob, I could tell you our side, but it is going to
be on vecord. We would go in there and Warcld would
always give us a pickle. T remenmber,

Did he give it to vou for nothing?
For nothing, ves, because he knew we were poor and we
didn't lhave enough to eat. I can't tell yvou all the

things. I can't tell you.

There are a lot of things that vou can't tell me. Why?
Would you be implicating someone?

No. It wouldn't be right. It wouldn't be right. I
could tell you portions, but I don't want it on the
record.

Okay. Alright. We won't talk about it then.

You'll have to come deown sometime and you and I will
talk a 1ittle clogser.

Alright.

And I'll tell wou things that will open your eyes 1ip.
But ¥ won't put it on there.

You won't put 1t on record?

No. No.

Okay. Alright, that's okay. During this time, during
the early 1900's, Leetonia iz a pretty bustling commu-

nity.

Tt was. Oh, yes. The Forth of July, all the holidavs,
we had a hell of a big time.

Ware there a lot of people in town?

No. Not too many. No. There were not too many peo-
ple, but they were all like vour own neighbors. fvery-
body knew each other. You never. . . Today, boy, vyou
would put two locks on each door. Years ago vou would
leave the door open.

It was meore ¢loge~knit then?

Yes. I could tell wyvou a lot of bad things happened

here, now.
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Well, I've heard stories about the Black Hand in town.

Right.

During the early years. I've heard a lot of stories
about that. Maybe you could tell we more if you would
like to. 71 was given names about people in the organi-
zation, some of the killings and assassinations that
went on. Maybe Lf vou want to tell me & Little Dbit
more you can.

Well, T won't tell vou their names, but I saw two kill
ings.

You gaw two of themn.

When we were kidsa. ves.

What happened?

The Black Hand.

Why did they ki1l these paople?

Why, they were blackmailing each other. They would
come  out and collect the money, they wouldn't give it

to them.

What 4did they do, shoolb them?

Yes. They killed them in front of us. Went to what
they ¢alled Clover HI1l1l. That 1s way oul at the west
end. There is a big house there. We were kids, only
about thirteen years o0ld oir something like that. We

were always out in the country bhunting vrabbits and. .

We would never go to town. We hunted frogs and we
would go fishing and everything else. We were coming
this way, right below the Clover Hill's house and we
saw a guy running out of that house and two guys after
him with a rifle. He only got down a little ways; then
they started shooting at him and he £ell in the ditceh.
The other guy who was driving was down there and

they. . .

Shot” him. .
Some more. I can see that.

You were a young boy at the time.

Yes.

How did wvou feel when vou saw that?
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We thought it was awful. Went down on the west end on
Washington Street. Je didn't see the woman shoot him,
but when they brought the guy out of the house, the
woman shot her husband right between the eyes. All he
had was black spots.

The woman shot her husband?
Yes.
Do vou know what the circumnstances were?

No. We were just kids. The funny part that we can't
forget about is, we heard the shooting. We were down
on the c¢orner; we used to work therve right on the
sguare there. We started running up there. S0 we went
up there and one guy who was 1n the house, they had him
in the car. He pulled by the road and he said, we kids
got avound vou know, he saild, "Get away boys, get away,
give the man some fresh aiv." And he was dead as a
doornail. (Laughter)

That must have been guite an experience for vou.
it was. We didn't see the woman shoot himnm, but when
they breught him cut he already had a black spot right

between the eyves where she shot him.

I'm sure vou heard of a Ilot of other stories like that,
too.

That in front of the church.

Yes. [ heard that one. Could vou tell me that story
again?

Well, I wasn't there.

What you heard.

We were downtown, vou see, and we heard this shooting.
There were two guys shooting at another man, right
there by the church and Mrs. Crawford was walking
there. They didn't hit the guy, but they hit Mrs.
Crawford, hit her in the leg, shot her on her leg.

What was her name?

Crawford.

Crawford.

{Laughter)

It was an accident that they shot her?



Oh, ves.

Because they were trying to get this other guy?
Yes, ves.

What was that guy's name? Do you remembei?

I wouldn't tell you the name anvhow if T did know 1it.
I'm not mentioning any names.

Okay.
My name is on there.
Okay.

I'll just tell you what T gaw. T tell you, it was
action stuff,.

Okay, fine. Well, it must have been a wild town then.
The deadline, the church. Grafton was a different part
of the town. The guvs from the west cculdn't go over
to the south side. The guys from the south side could-
n't go over to the west end. That was a deadline.

So it was like evevrybhody had their own turf then?
Right.

Where exactly was Grafton?

From the Catholic churxch clear out.

From St. Patrick's south?

Yes.

Okay. That was the. . .

West.

West. That was considered Grafton.

»

Yes, vesg. That was the nicest part of Leetonia. There
were beautiful homes on each side. When he
started. . . See, he started a steel mill and he went
bankruptl.

Who is that?

McKeefrey.

Lo



Okay.

He broke the hank. Eventually he started tearing all
these houses down. He tore them down or he moved them
to make the steel mill. Now this is a fact because T
worked there. They started putting the steel mill up
and it only got part of the ways and it went down. T
rememher I worked for people trom Pittsburgh; they were
tearing all these steel structures up, you know, the
buildings. They were tearing it down and a guy gave noe
a job. That is all I know. I worked for him. He tore
all those houses down, moved them. He ruined 1it.
There used to be four saloons right on that
corner—~—four saloons.

Just in that area of town.

Just in that, that sguare. You ought to go there now
and loeok around there,

I've been in that area.
Were you? Well, right in that sqguare--four saloons.

Overall, Leetonia itself had a lot of saloons, too.
IT'11 tell vou that much.

Oh, ves. There are four or five downtown.
That 1is teallyv something.

There used to be a Ferguson, Daggond's, Gallagher's,
Weedmyer's, they all had saloons,

How come there were so many in such a small town?
1 don't know. {lLaughter)

Well, there were a lot of different groups, maybe, that
just liked to drink.

Well evervbody. . . We never saw any drunks. We only
had one policeman—-one cop on dayvtime, nobodyv at night.
There was no fuss about it.

There weren't any problems? .

No.

When vyou talked about Grafton, more or less, Thaviag
their own separate area even though it was still part
of the town, was that because there were different,

say, hationalities that lived in Grafton?

Right. They were Slovak and Italian.

11



Slovaks and Italians liw.d in Grafton?

Yeg and the gouth side wag all Protestant, very few
Catheolics over there.

Where was the neorth side then?

The north side is vight here. Most of it was Catholic.
All around the world it's mostly Catholic today.

Was there a lot of tension between the different na-
tionalities?

No.

No?

Of course, we kids never paid any attention to it.
They went to a Catholic school. The guys used to go to
a public scheol. They had a public gcheo? on the south
side. They had a big public scheool right here on the
hill. Right below it was. . .

That wag the old high school?

Yes. Then in the L940's, I think, about the 1930's or
1940's they bulilt a high school.

1937. I think it wasg 1937. Did yvou go to 8t., Pat-
irick's School?

Oh vyes. We had nuns there. 0h, they were beautiful
WOMen .

What was it like going to school at 8t. Patrick's the
Catholic school?

We all loved the nuns.
You liked them a lot?

You bet vou., There was ons nun, 1'l1l never forget it,

she said, "aAndy, when yvou leave here renmember one
thing, ¥keep the Ten Commandments and you'll never get
in trouble." I did. I had six kids. .

That's good.

T worked fov the gervice. I only Jjumped a friend once
over there, in France, because I remember., . . When I
used to go out with the women, T would reumember the
nun.

Ta that right? That always stuck in your mind then.

i2
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Yes, and it still is today. I kept falth in my wife,
never fooled around one time. I had plenty of times,
plenty of chances.

That's, that's wvery unusual today.

That's for sure.

People being loyal to their spouse.

T alwayvs kept my faith as best I could.

I raised three bovs, three girls. Do vou want me to
tell vou what happened with them?

Sure.

Well, I plaved baseball for about sixteen years. When
they once started playving, going to high school, I told
them I said, "Go out for baseball."” I said, "You're a
good kall plaver," because I know I went through it. I
nged to have good jobs because T played baseball, but I
wasn't blg enough to go to the big leagues. I had a
chance to go to South Carclina, but I didn't want to
leave the girls.

Iz that right? Baseball was a big sport in Leetonia
years ago.

You gaid a mouthful. Yes, sir.

Tell me about the baseball leagues a little bkit, the
early yveavs.

Well, T'11 tell you about the boys first.

What are all your sons’' nanes?

Edward, Lawrence, and George.

And your daughters?

Betty, Helen, and Mary Cathe: ine.

Okay. Andy, let's talk about the baseball in town. Tt

was a very popular sport in Leetonia in the early part
of the century and. . .

Oh. Down there in the bottom that used to be a ball
field. That's where we used to have all our doings.
That's where we used to have the fireworks, used to

have the greasy pig.

The greasy pig. What was that?

13
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Well, it's 1like the Forth of July.

Oh, they grease a pig and you trv to catch it.

Yes. You had the greasy. . .

That was down, where vou are talking about where they
had the basekall, iz behind the auto parts store now in
the downtown avea.

Yes.

Across from the IGA.

Down that way. Down that way. Down at the west.

Okay. 'The west from there.

That's where we had it, boy, I'm telling you. Right
here before we ztarted building this house, this used
to be the ball field.

Where thls house is right now?

Yes. I used to play here.

You mean, that was a ball field, too.

Oh, ves. That all was an open field. We plaved the
Homestead Grays here. Did you evevr here aboul Lhe
Homestead Grays?

The Homeslead Grays?

Colored team.

No, I didn't know that.

Oh, wyou ought to see those guys play baseball.

The Homestead Gravs they were called?

Yas.

Tell me about Ethat. .

Joe Page, Joe Page pitched there.

Joe Page?

Yes.

I's he related to Satchel Page?

14



That's it, Satchel Page.

Satchel Page, is that. . . Satchel Page pitched here?

Yes.

s that right?

I bat against him.

And how did vou do?

I got two hits off of him.

You got two hits off of Satchel Page?

Oh ves. T used to play left field. Those guyvs started
batting there and I used to go clear up there on the
road.

Is that right?

As soon as they started swinging., I knew thev could hit
like that. As soon as they started swinging, I would
run back there and be right there when it came. I got
thirteen chances. Those guys were mad because T would-
n't come in. ¥ou know what thev started to do? Stavt-
ed batting left handed; hitting the ball the other wavy.
Is that right?

That is the God-truth.

Did the Homestead Grays beat the bhoys from Leetonia?

Oh yes, nine to four.

What year was that, Andy? Do vou remember? It was
before World War I obviously.

Oh ves, ves, ves. I think it was around 1917 ov 1918.
No it was before that because I left Leetonia to go up
over Lo Pennsylvania, West Middlesex. My brother was a
chief chemist with the blast furnace over there:; he was
chief chemist and he was just starting the furnace up
and they needed somebody working the chemist, s¢ he
came over and got me and I started working over there.

S0 it must have been before 1917 that you plaved that
team, right?

Yes. We had a baseball team over there, I'm telling
you.

Over where?



West Middlesex.

Oh. You had a team over there, too.

I had five brothers. There were five brothers on the
team.

Dukos.

No, no. They were Dingers. The name was Dingers.
Dingers.

Five. And they, oh they taught me how te play base-
ball.

Did they?

S0 I brought those boys over one Sunday to play Leeto-
nia.

Is that right?
And they had a hell of a good team.

Yes. I that right? Now this was a men's league
though. This was an adult league; 1t was men's.

Oh ves, ves.

Was there more than one team in Leetonia or wag
there. . .

No. Just one.

There was just one team.

Just Leetonia. ¥ ugsed to come home on a Sunday, vou
know. There used to be streetcars from there--from
West Middlesex to Sharon, from Sharon to Youngstown,
from Youngstown to Leetonia. T came over and wanted to
play with Leetonia and they thought I wasn't good
encugh. So that's when I brought the team over and

knocked that off. (Laughter)

You got them back.

The worst part of it; they had a pitcher there, a
fellow by the name of Tony Lockman and he was a good
one.

What was his name?

Lockman.

16



Lockman?

Yes.

From Leetcnia?

Yeg,

Okay.

T got three hits off of him. Boy, was he mad.

play with them."

L =aid,
"The next time I come out to play with Leetonia let

me

That's something. S0 how many years did you play base

ball then?

About six vears more.

You plaved six more.

Oh ves. I plaved professional football.

You plaved professional football?

Oh wes, vyes. I played against guys 220 pounds,

pounds.

What team did you play for?

A little town over in Washingtonville.

They had like a professional football team.
Oh ves.

What was the name of that team?

Just Washingtonville.

It was Washingtonville?

They are all dead but ne.

They are all gone now. .
BEvery one of them, they're all gone but me.
Can you remember some of them? Tell me those
Stouffer, Flast, Stimmerman, Dishman.

That's going back a wavs now.

17

names .

250



That's for sure.

That's good. That's alright. Okay. So vou had teo
work in West Middlesex, yvou said, then for a while.
Then the war started.

Yes.
And then what happened?

Well, after the war was over T went back there for a
while.

How much time did vou spend in the Army?
I think around eighteen and a half months.

Then you came back after the war, to Leetonia? Did vou
come back directly to Leetonia?

No. I staved there for a while and then I cams over to
Leetonia.

Ckav.

The furnace went out. But this furnace was going. The
boss I usged to work for was there.

Over. . .
West Middlesex.
West Middlesex.

He got to liking me. He used to take me everywhere he
had a big national automobile and he would let me drive
it. So when mny friend came out he came over here and he
got these people down there to get me a job. That's
when T went to work for Cherryv Valley.

What vyear was that then did vou start down at Cherry
Valley?

Around, ¥ would imagine 1924, unless it was before
then, maybe about 1921, 1922.

So when the Depression came around, what effects did
that have on the town and your family and you?

Mine? When vou got six kids, vou got to have a good
job. We lived by the gun. If we wanted any meat, T
would go get the gun out of my cunboard there and the
first thing I saw, I shot. I didn't care what the hell
it was or whose chicken or pig or who it was.

18



Because you had to feed six kids.

You're damn right. I had a few thousand dollars left
in cash.

Did you lose your job at Cherry Valley?
Cherry Valley went out in 1927, left.

1927 it went out? 1s that right? So how long were you
unemployved then? Was it a long time?

Well, no.
It was a long time ago.

I think mavbe 1928 or something like that. I got a job
at a lumber company.

So, ockay. You were off for a while then you went to a
Jumber company. Was that in town here?

Oh ves, Mellinger's.

Oh, you went to work with Mellinger's.

1 worked three or four vears thers.

I see.

T went to the service with two boys. They got a histo-~
ry too; I could tell you another thing about that.
{Laughter)

But you're not going te tell me, are you?

Well, they had to leave the country, those twe bovs.

Did they?

We joined the Legion, There were only three of us who
were members of the Legion. I didn't even know if
nobody was goling to. . . Were you down there?

The American Legion? Yes.
T'm the oldest one in there.

You are the oldest veteran. The only veteran from
World War T.

Right.

Who was the last. . . There was another gentleman that
died not too long ago?

19



Culver Stewart.

Culver Stewart.

Let's go back to the Depression a little bit. Soe it
was kind of tough for you and your family until vou
went back to work at the lumber mill.

I worked for £.10 an hour.

.10 an hour at the lumber mill? My goodness.

Tt went up to $.19 an hour. The highest I ever made
was $2.40 an hour.

That's unbelievable.

And I did pretty good.

And you had six kids too, right?

You're damn right T did. O0Of course, 1 used teo give
them Jjobs setting pins up in bowling allies and stuff
like that.

Your kids worked too.

Oh vyes. Setting pins in bowling allies. I took time
out and showed them how to hunt, how to fish, how
to~~-everything. I took Etime out. In other words 1 was
a buddy of theivrs, T wasn't a father, I was friend.

I'm sure they appreciated that.

They do.

There is a 1t of emphasis on baseball and football.
Oh, football. My kids played football over here. Two
vears they won the state championship. and a couple of
vears they bave never been beaten.

Is that arcund after the war, after World War IT?

Yeg, in the 1940's, in the 1940's. .

Well, Andy, is there anvthing else yvyou can tell me
about the town?

T can tell vou all day, but that's alright.
You could probably go on forever. Okay. Thank you.

Yes, sir. Alwavs welcone.

20



C: Alright. Thank you very much.

BND OF INTERVIEW



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

