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Mr. Vrahel, what do you remember about Campbell during
the 1930's?

Campbe 1T g a unigue town. The people came up the hard
way. Theay came bere from EBurope where they weie abused.
They came over herve Tor a 1it+Tle bit of salvation. No

wmal ter how trough it gol over herve, 1t wasn't as bad as
what they were goindg through in Furope. T was that
much tougher whasn the Sheet & Tube slowed down., They
put  people ocut of work. There were no relief coupons
or anything, as you have today. So, everybody went out
and grew gardens. 'They grew gardens all over. The
Youngstown Sheet & Tube was gracious encugh. Al the
lTand that they owned up there on Blackburn Farm, that
Tater became Sheet & Tuhe home, and the upper part s
now St. Michael's Jand., The vacant Tand was used for
gardena. They were some of the most bheautiful ygavdens
voun've ever seen. Evervbodv worked together. You
would have a plot here; vour neighbor would have a plot
hete. They had no trouble whatsoever. 'They were just
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as Triendly, and everybody worked together to help one
another. 0f course in the wintertime, many of the
people who lived in the Sheet and Tube homes and others
had the coal furnaces to heat the house. And, if {here
was no  furnace in the house, they'd go down and get
coal fov thelir stoves. That was the funny thing. They
uged to go down to the railroad tracks, aond as the coal
wagons  used to come up from Lowellville and up that
grade, gsome of the young boys would crawl in up on top,
kick the coal off on the side of the tracks. And, the
rajlvoad people never said nothing about it. The <«oal
people never sald nothing about it. It was just a
Godsend, Everybody said, "Well these people need Lo
keep warm.™ They managed to get through. One thing T
can say about Campbell people, there was less foreclo-

gures on homes than any other place in the whole state
of Ohio.

Why would that he?

When these people bought their homes, they paid for
them. This was their nest egy; this was where they
weve going to stay. T read that in the Youngstown
Telegram at that time The Vindicator had it in the
newspaper in the early 1930's~~1932, 1933~-that Camp—
bell {is unique in the fact that its foreclosure is the
Towes!t in the State. So, that goes to show you that
the people that did work in the mills, that they did
put  something away. WNow, many of them put it Jin the
hank. When the banks closed up, they were held up for
a whilte; and of course, that Aidn't help them any.
But, they eventually got all their money out of the
hanlz, Black people 1ived down bhelow Murray Avenue.
They were all good peoplie, and most had Jjobs. They
were given an opportunity to meke a living, and they
showed the rest of the people that they could live just
as the white peopnle did. We had no dAifficulty with
people. There was no such thing as, "We don't want to
go to that school becavuse the blacks are comring in
there," They had been going to Campbell achools.
Myself and Mr. Higgins—--he's dead now-~his father nsged
to own a place right where the sewage plani is now,
down abt Pine Hallow. His son went to schooel with me
from 1914 until he got a job in the Sheet & Tube. Now,
hig son was the Law Director of the ¢ity of Younystown.
Now, these are people who went to school with vs  down
thers from way back around Wovrld War T, during the
Roaring 1920's, during the Depression.

Tun 1926, T got pald Fifty cents an hour. T worked
eight honrs a day; and then, vou had what they called a
honus . TF you put out so much work, they gave you  an
extra dollar or two. Tt was an incentive program. So,
people have and incentive. You know, it gets monoto-
nous working the same thing over. Then you Eigure,



"Well, T can make more money 1f I do that." That takes
your mind off it, and it gives you the strength and the
ahility to go out and produce better. S0, we used to
nmake $2, $1.50, 51.7% a day. Well, we goft paid twice =a
month. Well, in fifteen davs, vou averaged better than
$1.50 a day. You gobt a nice piece of change. 80,
ever yvbody had money in their pockets.

Jobs were plentiful then, during this time?

Oh, my God, ves. They were advertising for men. 7T was
born in Pennsylvania, Fayette County, and wy mother
didn't like my dad working in the mines hecause she was
afraid he'd get killed, which was commeon. Because, as
bad as things are today in the coal mines, they were
one hundred times worse in them davs., Just timbher was
put  up to hold them up, and so many men got killed.
Sn, she insisted on coming heres. Somehow, she contact-
ed some people here that were of our ethnic background.
Ve come over here one day; and the unext day, he went to
worlk,

Youngstown Sheet & Tube at one tine, used to have
thousands of people working there becauge there wasn't
all this stuff that they have now. Horgses used to cone
in the mil?l to do a lot of the wovk, WNow, they have
crancg  and a1l Lhat which makeg 1t much easier. They
weren't making wmuach money. Tn 1908, when my dad got a
Jjob, he got paid Lwenty-two cenis per half an Thour.
#But, we bhulll a house on Oxford Street, Tt stiltl
gstands there. We sold it later on for $1,500. Tt was
a four hedroom house. So you figure out; we had a
arn, ¢hicken coop, everything.

You worked ten hours a day. One week, vou worked six
days; and fthe naxt week, you worked eight days
straight. 1In other words, when vou worked day-turn, on
vour last day, Saturday, they brought your lunch bucket
down ton the bridge; and you took it in, and yvou worked
until six o'clock sSunday morning. That was every two
weeks . You worked twentv-four hours. This is the wavy
they worked. So, evervbody was glad to work: and vou
figure, they worked ten hours a day and twelve hours a
night, S0, you figure with how wmuch they collected,
they were able to do so much with what little hit  of
monay they got. They came home and raised a garden
because everybody had a cow and chickens, ducks.
Fverybody had to raise thelr own pigs, and everybody
had a big garden. And, they raised a2 Jol of grass
there too, and all that stuff. That's the way peonle
were growing up them days.

You gee a Jot of that on TV now and then. If wvou
watched the houwuesteaders . . we were homesteaders
when we came here. You had to do that. The ouly thing



K

youu went to the store tTo bhuy was mavbe breakfast c¢e-—
real, coal o1l becanse vou had a coal Jamp, like this
nne here. So, yvou had that There was no electricity;
there was no vunning water. You had o pump vonr oOwn
water; there was no washing machines. 5So, vour expend-
iture wasn'l so heavy because you didn't have to worry
about wpaying the italephone bhill, the gag hill, the
elecivic bill and all {that. The only thing vou paid
Ffor was ¢lotheg and whatever pecesgities vou needed at

the store, like breakfast cereal. A big box of Kel-
loggs corn Elakes c¢ost you I think $§2.75 now, was
a0.10. Well yon had to work a half hour for that ten
cents. Well today, if you pay $2.75 and vour making

10 an hour, vou're still getting it cheaper than we
got it.

Whal time period are we talking about here?
We've talking the peliod from 1970 1o 1920,
This was what vour fatrher was making.

That's the way things were., After tlhe war, Prohibition
came on, Things changed an awful Tot 1in Youngstown
because they put in new work. People working Iin the
mills over there, they saw how they could improve the
working conditions, the machinery aud everything else.
Things startéed to change.

When you mentioned before about 1910 and 1920, do you
remember 1iving in FRast Youngsteown, now Campbell, when
theaeie was that fire?

Yeas. T wasn't very old, but I was o018 enough that T
&atill remember today. Tt started on January 6, It was
an Orithodox Christmag Bve. Everybody was having a good
time, and =strikes were on., People were out there.
They c¢came in on the streetcars, because in them davs
one astreetcar wonld come after another, and 1t would
have one hundred people on them bLlg streetcars. That's
how many people nsed to come to work by streetcars from
Youngstown fTrom all different places They'd geal. off
at different places, and theyv'd get off there at Stop
10 and Robinson Road.

Well, a lot of them were told, "Either vou go back, if
vouu didn't. . . ." Tt was some rough stuff over there.
They got beat up; thev would throw their Jlunch pail
over there. Somebody stood up and said, "T'wm going to
work," They blocked the bridge over thore; they
wouldn't permit anvbody out there. 8o, it Just becauvse
a conglomeration of people. Over there, they weve
niTTing around all day long. 3l1 of the sudden, some-
hody came in town with a Tot of money; and theve was
two or three saloonsg on Wilson aAvenue, about three on



Robinson Road, about four on Short Street, There were
saloons all around there, and every one of those sa-
loons, there seemed to be someone who come in  there

that was buyving drinks. The drinks weve cheap there.
Fifty to ten cents for a shot of whiskey and a heer.
He was houving drinks for everybody They started
around  six o'¢lock at night. "Cfome on. Let's go ouft

and have a good time." Then, arvcund nidinight or afiter
nine-thirty ov ten o'uvlock, after it got a 1ittle dark,
a fight broke out, and a firve started up on the bridge
on  Short Streef. There was a shot fived. Now who
fired +dit, we don't know. Tt was the people that were
working 1n the mil] becanse they had their men aver
theve 1o protect the planl. So, trouble started over
there, and they started velling, "Let's burn them out."”
8o, they noet only burned them out, the hridge; hut rhey
hurned the stores down 1ight around the place Then,
they got 1into the saloons, and they started at the
saloons. When they broke in the saloon, everybhody went
for the hooze. Fvervhody got drunk, and they just went
from one store to lhe next. They got up as far as 12th
Stieet. They burned everything from Washington Street
all the way to 9th Street. and all the way up to 12th
Street and Robinson Road; some of them on 10th Street.
They burned everything. Everybody was Fighting and
avguing

Now, what T remember mostly aboutr ift, because I got the
darndest tanning from my dad--he was at that time,
working foi Nan Barbis—--and when the Fighl started, he
went home. He got home about eleven o'cleock, and T'm
ot home. T'm down fthe Coal yvard. T'm Jooking down
rthere, and T'w seeing how they're bhurning everyvthing.
Reed's Hardware Store on Wilzson Avenue was burning: and
whenn 1t hit the paint shop, vou could sgee the paint
blowing up in the air. 2a couple of fellows got killed
over there. They were shooting. Then, there was loot-
ing. T remember one old fellow used Lo live on Jeffer-
gson Street. My dad was telling me about him--T don't
want to mention names bhecause lhat name s abtill vromi-
neot  in the ¢ity of Campbell--—-and he was rolling up a
twenty--five or thivty gallon barrel of whiskey up the
street. My dad was Taughing. e sald ihat the police
came in the next day. They checked evarywhere. They
went house t+o honse. We stood in that . . . Judge
RKalafut Jn Struthers, his father, and T were 1in that
wagon up at the coal yard, and a fellow by the name of
Steve Collar, all gtill living. Steve Collar now lives
up  on Struthers Road in New Middletown, a Ffavrmer. We
gtood there, and we wabtched all that stuff going up

there, the fire. When we got home, we got fived up
real good.
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The next day then, the soldiers come, . The Nation-
al Guard come in, and started to seatrch all the hones.
My aunt owned a store on the corner of Reed and 13th
Streat, right across from St. John's Church. When they
started to burn up 12th Street, they had a grovery

store, So, they packed all their c¢lothing so¢ they
conld aleep in their wagon. They came all the way up
on Oxford drreet to stay with my dad, which was hev
brother. They were burning everyvthing. She figured
they were going Lo burn down her store. They knocked
all the windows out. They stole a lot of stuff. They

started to ransack it so she got the hell out of there.
The next day. they came around and searched every

place., They came up to our place, and somebody ftold
them they brought stuff uvp in a wagon over there. The
National Guard came in Lthe house. They tore the house
up-side-down, Lhrew everything all around the house.
You should have aeen. My mother crisd. Then, they
valked out. They didn't find a thing. Then, they went
to  the next house and the next house. They just  went

throwugh the house and tore the whole house apartl.
They were Jooking Eor Lhe stolen stuff from the stores?
Yes. They were looking for stolen gtuff. They didn't

find anything at all., That's almost a mile. When you
walk from 12th Street all the way up te Oxford Street,

it's a good distance. They came around. They were
prebty nasty, the soldiers. They went up there, and
they searched these innocent people's homes. They did
cateh a few people who stole watches from the Jjewelly
gtore. Somebody went in there and stele a pair of
shoes or something like that. T don't know. Heck, vou
g  in  there at night and steal 2 pair of sghoes, you

can't even figure the mize or anything.

How Jong was the military here?

They were here for about a week. They broke up the

gtrike. The fellows went back he work., The town never
recovereaed.
Nid they level a lol of those builldings that were

burned down then?

They rebuilt them. This was a beautiful place. They
had two five and ten cent stores down there. They had
a dry goods store. They had Mulnar's, Resetars, Rago-
zina's, You had doc¢tor's offices there on the corner
of Wilson Avenue, Br. Sherk and Dr. Riley and Ur.
Smith, We had more doctors, then than we have today
down there. Sure it was a bsautiful piace over there.

You meanh aloeng Wilson Avenue and Robinson Road?

6
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Wilson and Reobinsgon Roads. We had two theaters over
there. Tt was nice. Washington Street had a store,
Mr. Mulnar used te cwn it. He was a Hungarian fellow.
Then, on the top of the hill, on the corner of Washing-
ton and Robinson, there was anothev store there, a

clothing stovre. Then, where the diamond was at, that
was a big shoe store and dry goods. Tt was wonderful

hecause people had to walk down the hill, and thevy
shopped over there. Tt's not like today when vou Jjump
in  the car and go to the wall. Tn them days, 1t was
local. We had grocery gtores all over the place.
That's the way that people bought their grocevies. Ttk
wag a community, and it was close~knit. Everybody knew
evervbody because they shoppred Logether and they Jived
together. Maybhe they weren't as well known with their
neighbors in the neighboring community, but they knoew
all their neighbors real well.

Thoge streeta thalt are off of Wilson Avenue unow, basl-
cally in the avea where that pearking leot is now for the
Sheet & Tube, were there houseg all up aloug there,
around Washington, Jefferscon, Adams Streets?

We bhad all of those. There was Washington Street.
There was a house from Wilson Avenue all the way to
Murry on both sides. Every Jot. The same thing on
Adams, Jaefferson, Madison, Monroe. Jackson was a

little further away, and there was about only four or
five howes theile. In 1916, the Yeungstown Sheaet & Tube
built thoge homes over there. They built 26% homes in
the front. Then, they put a lLlittle pavk in  the back
there and a pool of water and on the other gide of
Jackson Straeet. They huilt 250 homes there for the
hlacks. They bronght the bhlacks up from the South.
They gave them a Joh. They worked. They had no tvou-

ble Those blacks that came up from the South, they
waere raeal gentle to people, bhecause they were abused so
much. And, when they come up here, they thought it was

just a heautiful place to live. Why abuse it. 8o, we
didn't have ne trouble.

Do vou remenber when they were building those Sheet &
Tube homes?

Are vou kidding? I used to cowe there with a wagon
every Dnight and pick up the little pioces of wood.
Scrap wood, they'd throw it all outside, and thev en
couraged the people toe take it. We'd take it home

hecausge we had no furnaces. Everybody either had a
coal stove or kitchen stove downstalrs. Your kitchen
was also your dining room. Youu had two bhedrooms

upstairg: and yvou had a ceoal stove in each one of those
rooms  to  keep warm, because if you didn't, vou'd bhe
cold. So this wood, we'd collect over Lhere, We'd
stock it up. A lot of it, we'd go out in the woods and
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bring it Jin. We'd go out and take the c<ows ount  to

pasture. And, when vou'd come back, yvou had to bring
asome  wood  back, dried up wood that fell down. So,
you'd tie it wup, put it on your back, and bring it home
every night You'd have a pile of wood in ihe back for
the cold.

So, when vau were a young hoy, what elge did  you do?

vou did the gardening, you watched cows. Any other
responsibilities?

It amazes me because T know whal T had to. My dad
worked. Tf he worked day~turn from 7:00 a.m. until
5:30 p.m. 1in the summertime, 'd take the cow out,
bring her home at night and take her back out 1in the
morning. Tn the wintertime, vou had to feed ik, and
you had to clean arvound it. That was wy job. Now, T
remember lrat my job was to gee that the cow neveyr laid
in it's own dirt. 1f it did, T'd get a doed hack hand
or two. So T had to take Lhe manure out, feed ithe cow.
My mom would tell me how much hayv to give her and [to]
make sure that she had some water. That was my job.
Then, when T'd get through with that, I'd take care of
the two pigs we had. Then, T'd go down there and see
the geese and the ducks and the chickens. You s=ee,
everybody at home had that,

Retween the two Jots that came together in the back,
there was an alley. A sixteen foot alley. FEveryhody
threw all these cans and everything in the alley. Then
in  the sgpring, we bad a gpring c¢lean up. Fverybody
wonld get ont and clean his share., The village would
come around with the wagon We'd put it all in  there,
all the cans, whatevey it was, and we'd c¢lean it. 1
know that my job was to be a nurse mald for the cow and
all the other animals.

On Monday night, after I got through with that, wy Job
wag to go out there and punp an awful lot of water and
bring it into the house, because mom was going to wash
c¢lothes on Tuesday., 8o, vou had to bring the water in.
Everybody had a big copper tub. Mavbe you've seen them
on  the stove. They would take theilr c¢lothes and wash
them, Fnrow thewm in the bhoiler and boil the alothes,
acrually bholl the clothes. {They would] put them on
there; and then, take them outl again to get thenm ¢lean.
And, vou had a wringer. 8o, I'd help mny mother. She'd
be putting them up, and either wme or wmy sister would be
turning the wringer to get the water ouk. In the
wintertime, you'd have the ciothes hanging in the
kitchen, Dbhecause 1if vou'd take thewm outside, they'd

freezea. You'd have to hang sco much around the stove,
and vou had to fix up the clothes Tine, whatever it
was. That's the way 1t wag.
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What school did vou go to during the 1920's?

At one time, we had the old Ttalian Hall. They tore it
down here net so lTong ago.

Where was that located at?

cn  the corner of 12th Street and Gordon Avenue. They
made & lavern oulr of it after a while. That was one
gchool. Then, there is one that's still? standing now

on 7th Street.
Ty that near 6th Street?

Tt's near 6th Street. Then, yvou have to go over, and

there is a place there He turned it into a housing
projech. That was a scheol over there., Then, there
was a third school on Main Street and Tairview Avenue,
Sao, those were the wooden buildings When T started

school, they built Faicview School alresady, and they
made a high school out of it. They had the Gymnasium
on the thirvd floov They buili Gordon School in 1912,
T atarted school In 19214. That was my firsat year. T
atarted abt the Traiian Hall. There were Ffour saschoo!l
rooms  there, Then, we had two Lindsey Sisters that
ware tearhers There, upstairs. One was Sadie and the
other one was . . T don't recall what her firvst nane
ig Rut, we called then big Sadie and small Lindsevy,
hecausae one was rall and {he other one was short.

Were 1hey strict?

They were very nice girls. We had two rooms down-
staitre. We had the 1lst and 2nd grades up on the first
floor and vou had the 3rd and the 4th downstairs. You
saw that hook that Mrs. Galida turned out?

The History of Campbell?
You'll find that book in thera! You look 1in there.

You'tll find a bunch of kids in the class, and there is
only a couple of us VTiving hers. Jimmy Rich ig still

Tiving, and T'm living. 7T was right in the middlie. T
think there were ahout thirty of us in the class,. We
took a picture, and that is Ms. Lindsey,. Then, the
next year, we moved up to Gordon Scheool and went fo
school there for two vears. Then, they built Reed
School. 80, we moved to Reed School. Then 1in 1919,

they built Penhale School, and they made a Junlor High
ot of it. 8o, it was the 7th and 8th grade, then.

So you were moving ati al ound,
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Ves. 7th, 8th, and 9th grade. Then in 1925, fthey
built Memorial High 8choel. 8o, we fFfinished up 1in
1925. We graduated £rom Memorial High School in 1926.

So, vou were one of the first graduating classes.

Wee were the first graduating class. There Ls only

three of vs living: Tony Gann, Bill Holidav, and mny
self.

Bill Holiday beaecame a teacher at Campbell Memorial.

Yes Ther, of course, Ms. Honda—--ghe is Mrs., Silla--
she was 1in our c¢lass and Ms. Hamrock too. T think
three girls and three boys are still living out of that
class We were the First.

Getting bhack to the Depression, in order te eliminate
all the trouhle we had, we went oul there, and we
organized a Dbaseball team. Mlke Kornick was my uncle.
Me was a big enthusiast, and he was working with the
WPA. Thev organized a baseball league, aud they plaved
every avening. They'd start the games at six o'clock
in  the evening, and they plaved at Gordon Parlk. They
played Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and
Saturday. Sunday, they didn't play that because they

had the 8Slovak league bhaseball team then. S0, they
playved basehsll over there. The blacks had two teams:
and then, we had Fellows from Youngstown. From all

around, they came down there teo plavy ball. Fvery night
yvou would go over there, and vou would {find two or
Lhree thousand people watching the game.

Two or three rthousand?

Yes., You'vre darn right.

That was the big entertainment then?

i

Well, the people had nothing to do. They'd hring their
Tittle benches with them and they'd sit down hy the
fences.

Talking =a 1ittle bit about the groceries back then:
coffee was seventeen cents a pound.

This is whal vear now?

This is in the Depression. NWow vou see, I happened to
be nanaging an 4 & P downtown. T was fortunate evough
to get a job over there. When they opened that store
up, T got a job as a clerk. 7T remember when I went up
to see these people, and they asked me how much money I
wanted, I think T got the job bhecause T used wmy head a

1ifttle bit. I =zaid, "J want a job." I didn't say how

10



much wmoney T wanted. "Whatever woney you give me is
going te be more than T geot." T gaid, "I'wm neot arguing
akout money. I want a job." I got the jobh through
hard work. T was able to build wyself up to vegetable
manager, and fruits. Aand, eventually in Ifwo vears
time, T was hecoming the manager. Well, from $14 =&
weelk, T went up to £18. When T became a produce manag-

er. And then, when T gobt to be manager, I golt 8525 =&
week. Now, 1t wight seew ridiculeus becauvse {thevy
paid] $825 a week, and vou'd put in maybe 3120 hours a
weelk. You were there from the moraing until night,
avery day You could take a deoliar, and you could
spend 1it. And, yvou could hardly carry the groceries

with dt. ¥You could buy ten cans of milk, or ten c¢ans
of pork and beans that now cost you three for a dollar.
You c¢ould get ten for twentv-pine cents. So you Fig-
ure, vou could buy ten carsg of milk and ten c¢ans of
heans. You could spend fiftv-eight cents, and vou got
twenty cang that yeou couldn't carry. Bread was c¢heap;
thiree loaves for a dime. A Toaf of Dbread was ten
centg, The next day, they would sell the dav-old
breaad. Tt was three for a dime. Most of the people
used to wait until thev were thiee for a dime hecause--
what the heck, if vou buy it today and they eat 1t
towarrow, it's the same bread. 8o, they went and got
it thyree for a dime. You could get a pack of potatoes
for ten cents. You Figure, when you took a dollar to
Ehe grocery store, yvou really had enough groveries Vo

eat for a week. T was fortunate enough. Eventually,
as the business improved and T had more people working
for wme, T got Lo & position where I was making as  high

as TiFfty deollars a week, which pul me in a ¢lasg by
itself.

This was what vyear now?
[Tt was din] 7930 to 19240. Then, when the election came

around and hkeer was legalized, peovle started these
heer gardens, and things started to pick up a iittle

bii hecause more jobs were given out. They opened up a
coupte of breweries in town, and things got a little
bit  bhetter, n 1937, the miTis stavted to pick up
because the war 1n BEurope was escalating. What we were
doing over here was slowly putting our wnills back
together so that we could make the gteel, hecavse we
made a Jot of stuff and we shipped 7L out. In the
meantine, T was relieved of my job att A & P, and I
worked at the mill, Everybody had to register for the

draft. T had four children; T was still eligible So,
T had to go and work in the millg until the war ended.

What was vour Job Auring that time?
Working at Youngstown Sheet & Tube 1 used to work

with handling steel theve. Tt was a nice Jobk; it paid

11
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well . We made eighty cents an hour. Highty~five cents
an hour was Lop wage during the whole war. A lot of

people figure, "You made a ot of unoney." But, we
worked hard. We worked any overtime that would come
in. There was Do such a thing as "IT'm not working

avertime, becguse the war was on, and evervbody as
only too glad to put in extra time Lo help out because
Sheet & Tube was a big contributor to the war by making
stael.

Were there a Tot of women working in the wmiil then,
too?

Well, T worked for a while Most of the women used to
be ingpectors. They worked, and they contributed.
They worked hard. We had a 1ol of fim with them.
There was no guch a thing as taking pity on them. They
had te put out the work or guit,

So, in othet words, vou did your Hob.

out and take me away and put 2 woman over there and vou
have to do twice as much, no vay. S0, the woman who

Tf vou and T have a job, we do it. Then, if they come

was working with voil, sbe did her share. And, fthe
girls were tough. You'd be snrprised. They were
tough. They went out there, and thev worked with those
men . vyou'd get familiar with them. You would have a

lot of forn with then. HNobkody abused the girls., Tvery-
body respacted them.

After 1945, 4did yvou get inveolved with other buginesses?
After the war?
Yes.

During Lhe war, T had a rlace of husiness., 7 worked in
the mi1t and ran myv business, and my viife helped ma in
the business. We had to bhecause, when T worked in Lhe
mill, sowmehody had to wateh the business. We were in
the buginess; and then, Taiter on, T got in the tavern
business. When T got in the tavern business, alteady
the war was full-fledged, goning full blast. 8o, T used
to  work in the mill from three to eleven. Then, T'd
rurn  wy business from eleven until we closed up. We'd
come home in the worning at seven o'clock and stay up
until two o'clock.

Long davs!
Well, you had to. You had no choice. TE you didn't do

that, they'd take vou in. The youngest we had was two
vears old, and the oldest was ten. We had four c¢hil-
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dren. T couldn't Teave them with my wife. T was

thirty-seven years ol1d, then. Still, vou had to pro-
duce.
How were the taverns during thabt time period? Werae

they fi1l1led up, ov was there o Jot of heavy drinkevs in
Campbel1?

The places were open twenty-four hours a day because of
the fact that everybhody worked seven days a week,

twenty-four hours a dav. Thele was no such a thing as
enforecing the law. Yoo could stay open as long as  vou
wanted Lo You could close when ever vou wanted to.
This was 1n ovder to help the war effort. People would
come out of work—--lTets say they worked at the Ravenna
Argenal, They'd work until twelve o'clock. By the
time thevy came home, 1t was maybe oue-thirty or two
otolock. TF yvou closed the place up, they would have
no place to relax Thevy wanted the people fto relax.

sSo, they would rome down, and they would stay until
four or five o'clack in the morning. And then, theyv'd
go  home. That's the way it was, Tt was a good idea,
whoever was the governor at that time. He permilted
it. Ag long asz everything gets done, T'm not going to
enforce it,

So, guys were working different shifta in the Sheet &
tube, getting off at eleven o'clock, gething off at six
o'clock in the morning.

You worked geven davs & week. There was no  Saturdays,
or Sundayvs, yvou worked seven davs a week. fomebody was
working ati the time. A lot of fellows would work
eight. hours, and if they wanted to work an extra four
hours after eleven until! three or four in the worning,
they did that bec¢ause theyv needed all the sheet steel
they could produce. Sheet & Tube made money, and the
people made monevy. Hell, [ uged to carvy three or four
checks dn my pocket and never have time to cash them.
They'd send me a check T'd put it i1a my pocketl.
They'd come up to wme, "You didn't cash your check." T
was working all the time Tt vou worked day-turn, when
vou would come out of the mill, the banks wevre closed.
¥You go to work in the morning, the banks are stil]
closed.

Was there a lot of busy activity arvouud Robinson Road
when the mills let out?

Oh, ves. EBvervhody wag making biyg money. Nobt bhaouvause
they got big pays but because they put in a lot of
Lime, Fverybody as happy. Bvervbody had somebody n
the Army. T had three bhrothers in the aArwy So  natu-~
rally, T wanted to do everything T possasibly could.
Everyhody else felt the same way. There was no  such
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thing as, "Pigg on the war," because i€ you did, you
got vour ears knocked off. Somebody would say, "Hey, T
goet a brother in there." I had a brother in the Pacif-
ic. T had a brother down in Tewas. T bhad anothex
brother that was sent home. They told him that he was
a gsick man [and that] he had six monthes 1o live. e
died six months to ithe dav.

A lot of men diad in that war

I had a Mot of relations that died in the war. The
Shirilla hovs, two  of bthem, died. They were fTrom
Campbell. One's buried in Germany. The other one is=
huried at Arlington Cemetery S0, we have a 1ot of
relatives. Then, T had relatives fighting on the
German side. They had no choice. They were from

Crzechoslovakia and the Germansg {ook it over, and they
ijust took them all in. "Come on. Give them a uniform
and a gun, and ¢go out therve and fight " Tf you didn't,
volu were gone. You either joined the Army, or vou're
going to be dead.

You really didn't have much choice,

T krnew one ftellow—-he lives on Columbus Avenue. He was
from Campbell. He fought forr the Hungarian Army.
Then, he fought. for the German Army. He was 1n  the
Sltovak Arnmy, then the German Avmy, and the Russians
took over. And, they captured him, and he told themn,
"We're not Germans. We have no choilee." 8o, he fought
with the Russiauns against the fermans. TL was really
something how he wmanaged to get  through all  that,
although he doesn't know.

How old is he now?

FHe's aboul seventyv-four or seventy-Ffive. T broughl him
back to this c¢ountry in 1950. He was an American
Citizen; bhut the war sgtarted, and he couldn't get back.
Hia wmother took him back when he was a little boy of
nine vears old, in 1929. 'The Nepression was here and

all this. 8n, he decided to go back to FBurope; and
Fhrernn, the war started. And, the kid said, "T'm  an
American." "We don't care who you are. You put the

uniform on, or we'll ki1l you." That's the way it was.

How would vou compavre today, with that tine period, the
1930's and 1940's?

You've got to Took at it at the tine Things Thave
changed so much in the last fifty vears. Tn them days,
people didn't have the rransportaition they have now.
Today, if you don't have a car, you can't go no place.
Them dayvs, vou had a sireetcar. The neighborhoods were
g0 integrated that vou didn't have to have a carc. You
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could go to the tavern, or you could go to the grocery
store or the drug store, or the shoe store or the
¢lothing store because it was all in the neighborhond.
Mow, things have changed zo much in  the last fifty
years. Now, you have these malls, and yvou have these
shopping places. You have Tiincoln Knolls over there.
So, yvou take Campbell for instance. We had a grocery
store on Madison. They had a grocery store on Murry

Avenue. They had three grocery stores on 12th Street
and on Reed Avenue. On Trumbull Avenue, you  had one
way up there, on Deviti Avenue, way up on 14th. You
had stores all over. You can't compare i at all. TE

yvou needed something from the store, yvou wouldn't have
to go more than a block.

Today, i1f you want to go someplace and shop, you have
tn get An yvour car and go. Things have changed so
much. The average peil gon doegn't realirze it. T miss
it because them days, if T had a car, if T went sowume
piace, T always had about six or seven of mny buddies
with me. You didn't go down the road with one person
Tilte vol see now, [with] one person driving a car. You
see twenty-~five cars, you see twenty-five people. In
them days, people utilized things.

They'd have ball games in different parts of the city.
Mayvhe four or five guys would have cars. Well, you
would make sure that thev would help with the gasoliane
to go to those places. When Sunday came around, it vas
a local affair Tf there was a ball game in town, the
whole town turned out. It was nothing to see fifteen
hundred, two thousgand people att a ball gawme. That was
something on Sunday afternoon at three o'clock. Every-
body would he going up teo the ball field with a I1ittle
bench so they could sit down and watch. That was
somelthing they had to look Fforward to.

Today it's different. You get in the car, and you
drive out to the lake. Or, you dvive out somewhere.
Therve is no such closeness. The neighborhoods are all
gone. T enjoyved it bhack then. T'm not sorry that I'm
aighty years old because T think that the kids today
are not as well Fanlly-~oviented as we wetre back in them
days. Bveryhody was family orienled. Everybody prided
themselves on wanting to be somebody. 'They wanted tfo
go to school and become somebody. NWow days, 1t  has
jugt  changed T have grandchildren and great grand-
children, and I Yook at it. And, 7T'm disappointed. T
don't say anything because I lived in a different time
era. Yon can't compare today with FfiFfty vears ago. If
vou tell a kid to go to Memorial High School and thevy'd
have Lo walk there from the Sheet & Tube houses, they'd
say, "What do youl mean T golt to walk theve?" We walked
to school, and we came home for lunch and went back.
Now, we Dbaby them Loo wmuch Kids live a wile away,
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parents say, "My kids have to walk to go to schooll!l"
The best thing for that kid ig to walk a wile.

Parents are vary vrotective of kids tnow.

Overprotective. Another good thing, Iif T went fo
school and T got a paddling in school becange T did
something mischievous and I came home, there wasn't any
such  thing as "What business do yvou have hitting my
kidgz"

Az a teacher, T see that too.

That was the way it was. The teachers were very nidce.
T remember gsome of the teachers. One of them Tived 1in

New Bedfovrd. T used to go up and see her, even afiter T
got:  out of =zchool. Bnother one, when T ran the sgtore
downtown, she was ny teacher when T wag in  the third
grade. Her name was Pattergon. She'd «ome over
there. . . . T just loved that woman. She was Just
1ike a mother. $She taughl s evevvthing. The war was
on atl that time in Buiope. It was the firvat World Wsar.

She would tell us all about it, and we'd be singing
songs down there, "Soldiers pack up your troubles 1in
your old kit bag and smile. . . ." You look back at it
today, and wvon figure, "[Myl, how time has pazsed.”
Tt's kind of mad. Just Tlike a fellow sa2id to wme the
other day, "Wheve are your friends at?" 7T maid, "T dgo
see  all my friends. and, some of them, T never ocomne
pack to =ee again because the last time I see them—-
it's because they're dead.” T pay my last respects to
them. S8o, when you get clder Jike T am right now,
peaple my age . . . there are not to many of us TlTeft.
Like T told you, the Class of 1926, three hoys and
three girls are atill Tiving.

From Campbell Memorial.
Yes. Thalt wag sixty vears ago.

Nid you have a reunion?

Nevei-. We never had a reunion. What heppenad in  our
gituation . . . the ¢giirls got married, went different
Wavs. Some of them died. Some of the boys went: to

different places, and they died too
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Would yvou Jike to add anything else before we finish up
here?

T can't tell vou vervy much because if I started, we'd
be here for a week. T'11 be glad to help vou along
sometime in the future iIf vou want to come back.

Okay, thank you.

You're welconme.

END OF INTERVIEW
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JOSEPH A. VRABET,

Jomeph A. Vrabel was born on August 27, 1907 in Vanderbilt,
Pennsyvlvania. He is the son of Stephan and Vera {(Kornick) Vreab-
al. Eventually making their wav to Canpbell, Vivabel's Ffamily
gsettled on Oxford Street. Joe attended Fairview and Gordon
Flementary and Penhale Middle Schoolsgs. Mr. Vrakel was a memnbev
of the First graduating ¢iass of Campbell Memorial High 8chool 1in
1926. He attended Youngstown College for one yvear in 1926,

Tan 1926, Jne wenit to work for the Youngstown Sheet & Tube in
Campbel?. During the Depression (1930-1939), he worked for 3 & P
Tea Company ag a store manager. Mr. Vrabel was able to give
reliable inforuwation concerning food prices during the 1930's.
Nuring World War TT, he was cuployved by the Youngstown Sheet &
Tuhe Company. He stayed with the Sbeet & Tube Company until
1948. From the late 1940°'s, Joe and his family operated a number
of small businssses (stores and harag) in Canpbell.

During the Post World War TT years, Joe served tyo yvears as
a ity waxrd councilman. He was elJected Mavor of Campbell in
1960, serving until 1965, It was during this time that Camphell
experienced 1its Uthan Renewal. From 1970-1976, Joe served as a
Treagurer and Clerk for the Campbell Board of Educatien.

Joseph was married on Janvaryg !3, 1929 to Nancy Kennedy He
has three sons and two daughters: Joseph K, age b5; Gerald M.

i

age 44; William, age 53; Patricia, age 34; and Alma Jean McOnl-

Tien, age 58. Mr. Vrabel's special interest idis enjoying his

children and grandchildren.



Pragently Mr. Vrahel resides at 22717 Cordove in  Youngstown.

Joe belongs ta the St. Michael's Catholice Church in Campbetl
Mir. Vrahel ig

He

e vecy acltive in the Baseball 0OTd4d-timer's League.
sti11 wvery active, planning and asgisting where his heln s
He attribuies hig loug Tife to living a clean 1ife

neadead

-~ William M. Rish



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

