
        

U.S. House of Representatives
passed a nonbinding resolution
Friday that rejected President Bush’s
21,500-troop buildup in Iraq. Almost
four years after the start of the War in
Iraq, students and faculty at

Youngstown State University are
starting to see general student apathy
toward the war as compared to stu-
dents of the Vietnam era.

Former YSU student Marlette
Hlebak and YSU Director of Ethic
Studies Gabriel Palmer-Fernandez
note the difference in students’
protests of the war from the
renowned anti-war movements of
the Vietnam era.

“[The] visible anti-war movement

is not as visible anymore,” said
Fernandez, who added that the gen-
eral opposition to this war has just
now become much … broader than it
was in 2003.

“In part it has to do with the fact
that the burden of this war has not
been shared,” said Fernandez,
explaining that during the Vietnam
War, the draft was in effect, making
students of that era directly impacted
by what was going on.

In the Jan. 12, 1968 edition of The
Jambar, the Vietnam War was being
debated so heavily that university
officials feared that the riots might
break out on campus. Announcing
that they would suspect students for
taking any action that was seen to
interfere with “educational proce-
dure” of the campus, administrators
concluded that YSU would not be
authorized to call in outside police
agencies to calm riots or demonstra-
tions.

The Feb. 16, 1968 Jambar edition
reported a near-riot when students
who supported the Vietnam War
“destroyed the literature and upset
the table at the Students and Faculty
for Peace booth” in the Kilcawley
lobby

On the present-day campus of
YSU, little protest is seen among stu-
dents against, or for, the war in Iraq. 

“Students aren’t in fear for their
lives like they were then,” said for-
mer student Hlebak, who attended
YSU during the 1961-62 academic
year. 

Associate Professor of Biological
Sciences Chet Cooper said college-
aged students are apathetic in com-
parison to activist students of the
Vietnam era.

“Today’s students don’t have a
sense of history,” Cooper said,
explaining that many cannot grasp
the protests surrounding the Vietnam
War. 

“I don’t think people wake up in
the morning and immediately think
‘God, who died in Iraq?’” said
Hlebak, agreeing with the lack of
affect that this war, as opposed to
Vietnam, has on students. “When it
doesn’t hit home, students are more
apathetic towards it.”

SGA Chief of Staff Bob McGovern
also agreed that the general student
body was apathetic to this war, but
added that since voter registration is
up, today’s YSU students are voicing
their opinions in a way different than
students who protested or rioted to
oppose or support the Vietnam War. 

“They are protesting with their
vote and not with their mouths,” said
McGovern.

A fountain with seating, statues of Pete and
Penny Penguin, a tree encased by a wrap
around bench, a pond-like area, and a statue
of Jim Tressel, complete with a Buckeye tree to
honor his accomplishments, are all ideas that
could take replace the area once homed to the
rock.

Youngstown State University’s Student
Government Association discussed ideas for
renovating the rock’s original area into some-
thing eye-catching and appealing.

“We need to have something other than
concrete,” SGA Executive Vice President
Sarah Vansuch said.

The proposition, formed at a previous
meeting by SGA President Chad Miller, pro-
duced an enthusiastic response within SGA as
brainstorming and conversation filled the lec-
ture hall. Because of so many ideas, Miller
moved the decision to be made at the next
meeting.

In other news, SGA discussed possible
solutions to the smoking problem on campus.
SGA assigned Vansuch and Heather Baltic,
vice president of Campus Life, to research
what surrounding area colleges have done in

order to appease this problem.
SGA also granted funds for six student

organizations on campus through the passing
of a bill enacted by the assembled at
Monday’s meeting.

The estimated cost from the appropriation
fund totals $4,000 to be distributed among the
six student organizations that sent representa-
tives to attend the meeting and further attest
their cases.

Dave Spatholt, vice president for finance
affairs, requested that a future deadline be
placed upon the application requests for
appropriates because SGA does not have the
funds to continuously distribute money to
student organizations.

Chief of Staff, Bob McGovern, proposed to
set up a hot chocolate station in a designated
spot on campus as done in previous years.
Students could visit the station and receive
free hot chocolate and at the same time meet
with SGA representatives. SGA would like to
continue this idea in order to prompt more
student involvement and input. 

The dates for this event are being decided
as well as the location, but students should
plan to see a station set up during either the
last week of February or the beginning weeks
of March.

JJeeaanneettttee DDiiRRuubbbbaa
NEWS REPORTER

Jambar

          

Tuesday, February 20, 2007 www.thejambar.com VOL. 89 NO. 37

37| 24

4Classified | 2
4Opinion | 3
4Features | 4
4Sports | 6

thur. : cloudy 38 / 22
wed. : cloudy 36 / 28

IN TODAY’S
Jambar4

Headlines
PAGE 2 4

Weather

YSU News

Pages

Penguins sprint to 
finish line
Page 6

Ice skating; 
a ‘cool’ night out

PAGE 3 4

Donation funds 

new look for band

THE

today 4rain / snow

THE STUDENT VOICE OF YOUNGSTOWN STATE UNIVERSITY

JJeennnnyy BBooyyccee
CCrriissttiinnaa CCaallaa

MMaayyssoooonn AAbbddeellrraassuull
JAMBAR EDITORS

HISTORY AND CULTURE

SGA

The Pittsburgh Dance Ensemble performs at YSU
See full story on Page 4

Drummin’ at YSU

Help Pete “Wipe
Out” Domestic

Abuse

On Thursday,
February 22nd at the
Men’s Basketball game
against Wright State.

Bring personal
hygiene items and
receive a voucher for
two free tickets to the
2007 YSU Homer Opener
against South Dakota
State. For more informa-
tion contact Cheryl

@ 3482. 

Mad About 
the Arts

The 11th Annual
Celebration of Mad
About the Arts will take
place on Friday February
23 at McDonough
Museum of Art from
7:30-10:30 p.m.

Geo C. and Tha Storm
will play music and
there will be a selection
of wines, champagne,
and food from various
restaurants in the area.

Mad About the Arts
benefits SMARTS and
the community. They are
offering discounted tick-
ets to YSU faculty, staff,
students and alumni for
the main celebration and
the arts preview recep-
tion until February 9.

Go ahead, fall asleep in
class. That short nap might
do more good than harm.

According to a collabora-
tive study on napping by
Dimitrios Trichopolous with
Harvard University and the
University of Athens
Medical School, napping
might benefit the heart by
reducing stress. Students
stressed with jobs and
school just may find this
study agreeable. 

The DeBartolo Lounge at
Youngstown State
University is a common
place for students to fall
asleep in between classes.
The mid-afternoon chatting
of others didn’t stop sopho-
more Brent Rhody from
catching those extra ZZZs.

Rhody was comfortably
sprawled out over a sofa in
the DeBartolo Lounge with
his iPod, which he said is
“key” to falling asleep.

Rhody said he doesn’t fall
asleep in class, but during
his three-hour break on
Tuesdays and Thursdays he
falls asleep anywhere he
can, “wherever there is a
comfortable-looking spot. It
[the nap] refreshes me for
the day for my later classes.”

A 2002 study, also con-
ducted at Harvard
University, led by neurosci-
entist Robert Stickgold and

his team associated short
naps to better performances
when students are learning
recurring tasks.

Researchers believe that
the naps may prevent brain
circuits from being overused
until they can process infor-
mation.

Junior Courtney DiGiorgi
also said she doesn’t fall
asleep in class, but sleep is
important to her; she consid-
ers herself a “sleep fanatic.” .

DiGiorgi said taking naps
is definitely a possibility. 

“Anything that can help
reduce stress—I’m up for
that. I’ve noticed though
that I get more sleep than
my roommates and I’ve had
less colds and things than
them,” she said.

Napping is a popular
group topic between mem-
bers of Facebook, a social
networking Web site.

By typing the keyword
“napping,” more than 300
Facebook groups are listed.
Members join these groups
and discuss different nap-
ping techniques and share
embarrassing napping in
class stories.  For example,
one discussion is “Have you
ever woken up in a lecture
with your face in a pool of
drool?” 

One of the largest grow-
ing groups is “Lecture
Napping Appreciation
Society” with 2,703 mem-

Extra ZZZs may
benefit students
AAsshhlleeyy TTaattee

REPORTER

Sophmore Sara Bayus takes a short nap in DeBartolo Hall
between classes.
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SGA brainstorms 
beautification ideas
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please see WAR, Page 2

Similar wars, separate thoughts
Youngstown compares two war eras and differences in activism among youth culture
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The Youngstown State
University Marching Band will be
sporting a new look next fall at the
“The Horseshoe” in Columbus for
the highly anticipated game against
the Ohio State Buckeyes thanks to
Helen Stambaugh’s generous dona-
tion towards new uniforms. 

“There’s no better place for us to
unveil our new look than before
more than 100,000 spectators at one
of the nation’s premiere college
football venues,” said Mike Crist,
director of the Dana School of
Music at YSU.

Stambaugh, a long-time support-
er of YSU, donated $150,000
towards the purchase of 200 new
uniforms for the YSU Marching
Band on Friday at the presidential
loge in Stambaugh Stadium.

“The new uniforms will set the
stage for the big game,” said YSU
President, David Sweet.

The YSU Band will be playing
with one of the most well known
bands in the country for one of the
biggest college football programs. 

According to Crist, the last pur-
chased band uniforms were in 1986

and they usually last up to five to 10
years so they were in desperate
need of new attire. The band cur-
rently has about 120 members, and
Crist said the new uniforms will
help in his effort to increase the
band to 200 members. 

The donation is part of YSU’s $43
million Centennial Capital
Campaign. The campaign will help
with funding for scholarships, acad-
emic programs and new facilities
including a new building for the
Williamson College of Business
Administration and an indoor prac-
tice facility for YSU athletics. 

The Stambaugh name is familiar
to most YSU students because of the
YSU football stadium which carries
on his name. The Stambaugh’s have
been long time supporters of YSU.
They donated $150,000 to YSU’s
construction of the new recreation
center on campus. As well as the
recreation donation, Mrs.
Stambaugh has an endowed foot-
ball scholarship at YSU in her hus-
band’s name.

“Arnold was always interest in
sports,” said Mrs. Stambaugh about
her late husband Arnold
Stambaugh. “It is my duty to carry
on his interests with YSU.”

“The marching band is an impor-
tant part of YSU’s tradition, and it’s
important that we do all that we can
do to support them,” Mrs.
Stambaugh said. “I also like to see
students in the music field. It’s an
important part of their education.”

A student who greatly appreci-
ates Mrs. Stambaugh’s donation is
freshman and member of the YSU
Marching Band David Gruver. “I
want to offer my gratitude to Helen

on behalf of the band for her gen-
erosity,” Gruver said.

“It’s a great new look for our
band,” said the penguin’s trumpet
player. Gruver said he is extremely
excited and is looking forward to
this great experience.  

“The uniforms show pride in the
school of music, the university, and
pride in students like David
Gruver,” Crist said.

Bartenders wanted! Up to $300 a
day, no experience necessary,
training provided. 800-965-6520,
ext. 287.

Looking for high energy servers
and bartenders for a Sports Bar/
Night Club. Call Knockouts
Sports Bar. 5115 Youngstown
Warren Rd. Niles, OH (330)652-
2254.

Seeking Student Musicians and
singers to form professional
group to play in area. Original
thinkers welcome. Rock, Blues,
Jazz, what-ever, fits in. Call 330-
272-2758 anytime.

DELL CAMPUS REPS NEEDED
Promote a top 30 company to
gain real-world business & mar-
keting experience!
www.RepNation.com/Dell to
apply.

A Home 4 U
ANY SIZE GROUP- TWO TO
SIX BEDROOMS.ALL UTILITIES
PAID.ALL NEWER, MODERN
APPLIANCES. ALL
GROUNDSKEEPING INCLUD-
ED. Private residencies- NOT
apartment buildings. Off-street,
fenced, lit Private Parking.
Individual leases- No shared
finances. 96 channels of Cable T.V.
and Broadband Internet in each
bedroom. Private locks on all
bedrooms. Security system avail-
able. Providing QUALITY Student
Housing for over 29 years.
Starting  at $325 per person.
CALL CHRIS: 330-743-RENT
(7368)

For rent 1 or 2 bedroom apart-
ment starting at $200.00 plus util-
ities available now.Also taking
applications for June openings. For
information call 330-743-3887.

Who else wants great looking
nails? Professionally finished
Manicures and Pedicures to make
you look and feel beautiful.
Flexible appointment times avail-
able. Call Melissa today to inquire
about specials. 330.519.2044
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Sponsored by the Student Government Association, the Division of Student Affairs, Student Life and the Office of Student
Activities, the Annual Awards Banquet recognizes current students, staff members and groups/organizations for academic
excellence and overall achievement during the 2006-2007 academic year.

Applications are availiable in the
STUDENT ACTIVITIES OFFICE

Vindicator Award: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2007/3:00pm
All other awards: FRIDAY, MARCH 23, 2007/3:00pm

ARBY’S LEADERSHIP SCHOLARSHIP
For Outstanding Undergraduate Campus Leaders

MENTOR OF THE YEAR
For Faculty/Staff Member Who has Contributed
the Most to the Development of a YSU Student

MULTICULTURAL STUDENT SERVICES
Leadership Award

ORION AWARD
For Outstanding University-Wide Programs

YSU PIN AWARD
For Outstanding Graduating Student Leaders

STUDENT SERVICE AWARD
For an Outstanding individual who has demonstrated
exceptional commitment to students.

CONSTELLATION AWARD
Outstanding University-Wide Program

EDNA K. McDONALD
MULTICULTURAL AWARD
Cultural Awareness Award

GILLESPIE-PAINTER AWARD
For Outstanding Achievement in Support
of the Division of Student Affairs

LIBRA AWARD
Outstanding Advisor Award

THE VINDICATOR AWARD
For Most Well-Rounded Student

Applications may be picked up and returned to the Office of Student Activities, Kilcawley Center/2100.
All questions may be directed to (330) 941-3575/4702/3580.

APPLICATION DEADLINES:

SUMMER IN MAINE

Male and females. Meet new Friends!
Travel!

Teach your favorite
activity.

* And More!
June to August. Residential. Enjoy our

website.Apply on line.
TRIPP LAKE CAMP for GIRLS;

1-800-997-4347
www.tripplakecamp.com

• Tennis
• Canoe
• Water Ski
• Gymnastics
• Silver Jewelry
• English Reading
• Copper Enameling
• Basketball
• Field Hockey

• Swim
• Sail 
• Kayak
• Archery 
• Rocks
• Ropes
• Art
• Pottery
• Office

YSU 

Donation funds
new look for band

Jambar/  Aaron Blatch

Helen Stambaugh, a long-time supporter of YSU, donated $150,000 towards
the purchase of 200 new uniforms for the YSU Marching Band.

EEmmiillyy TThhaayyeerr
JAMBAR CONTRIBUTOR

WAR, continued from page 1

Junior Troy Magrini is a sol-
dier enlisted in the U.S. Army
thinks the Bush Administration
shouldn’t be considered bad
leadership.

“The war began with good
intentions, but propaganda is
now casting a bad light upon
the war in general,” Magrini
said.

Senior integrated social stud-
ies education major Nick
Mancini said the reason for pas-
sivity in today’s youth demo-
graphic is as simple as a non-
existent draft.

“We have an all volunteer
army, so people aren’t worried
about getting drafted tomor-

row.  It isn’t in our face and it
doesn’t affect our daily lives
like it did to people then,”
Mancini said.

Another reason for apathy
about the War in Iraq, according
to Mancini, is the different ways
the two American war eras pri-
oritize war media coverage. 

“People today don’t care
because it is easy to ignore. Back
then it [the Vietnam War] was
on every night on TV’s three
channels. Now we have a lot,”
he said.

Whether considering how
today’s students flock to their
TVs for their favorite sitcoms,
or how Vietnam era students

tuned in to news coverage on
the war each night, a draft is
what will get their blood flow-
ing, according to Hlebak.

Following recent controversy
with Iran — including
President George W. Bush’s Jan.
14 accusation of Iran providing
weapons to hostile Shiite
groups in Iraq — Hlebak said
that the U.S. draft would likely
be in effect if we went to war
with the country. 

“We’ll have a draft if we go
into Iran, and that’s when stu-
dents will protest,” said Hlebak.

Additional reporting by
Adrienne Sabo.

bers.  The group describes itself as those who
“struggle to stay awake through even the first
five minutes of every lecture.”  Other groups
include “I pretty much major in napping” with
778 members as of Monday.

The Kilcawley Study Lounge is the place of
choice for Jones, who said she’ll sleep for about
half an hour if she doesn’t have anything else to
do. But she said her naps are more like two or
three hours, which she tries to do at least twice a
week.

“I don’t play around with my naps. But my
doctor told me not to go to sleep after 4 p.m. and
my naps shouldn’t last more than 45 minutes
because they are supposed to refresh you,” Jones
said.

Taking naps every day was something Jones
said she did in high school, but now, she doesn’t
nap as often as she would like.

NAP, continued from page 1
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OUR SIDE

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

GM aims to buy Chrysler

Editor,

Could the new-for-2009 Chevy Camaro
possibly have a HEMI in the Z28 model?
What about a Jeep Grand Cherokee with
OnStar? Either of these could be possibili-
ties if the rumors are true that General
Motors is in negotiations with
DaimlerChrysler to purchase the Chrysler
Group from its German parent that would
officially reduce Detroit’s Big Three down
to two. Right now, both automakers are
denying it, but if the deal were to go
through, it could prove to be disastrous
for the already-shaky American auto
industry. For starters, GM is still in poor
financial shape, even though they do
appear to be on a slow rebound. There is
still the possibility of more plant closures,

including GM Lordstown. The upside is,
though, that the recent sale of its financing
arm GMAC does give GM a cash infusion.
But there is also another potential issue
that could rise with a combined GM-
Chrysler that both companies have tried
to reduce in recent years: product overlap.
In the past ten years, the two have discon-
tinued the Geo, Eagle, Plymouth, and
Oldsmobile brands, and GM probably still
needs to drop both Buick and GMC in
order to reduce its current product over-
lap. (Pontiac’s recent resurgence saves it
from the chopping block for now.)
Chrysler competes with Buick and Saab
for buyers, while Dodge competes with
Chevrolet (for trucks) and Pontiac (for
performance), bringing way too much
overlap with products. Oh yeah, and
before I forget, Jeep competes with HUM-
MER. A GM-Chrysler deal would reunite

these two brands that date back from
American Motors, who had to spin off AM
General in the 1980’s after Renault took
over ownership of AMC. It would make
the seven-bar grille lawsuit a couple of
years back between GM and
DaimlerChrysler a mute point. Even if the
deal does go through, there would be no
affect immediately, at least with products.
Down the road, though, you could end up
seeing Chrysler, Dodge, & Jeep lose their
own identity much like Saab has in recent
years and become just three more GM
brands with different badges. The one
upside to all of this? Yes, that new Camaro
Z28 would probably have a HEMI.
(Sweet!) And things could be worse, too.
The two could be Ford Motor Company.

Joe Gerard

Iesue responds to
SGA letters

Dear Editor,

I feel the need to respond
to the two articles by certain
SGA members in response
to my article about SGA not
focusing enough on service.
One of the articles suggested
that the only reason I was
writing to highlight issues
was to kick off a run for
SGA’s President.  I would
politely like to point out that
I have been writing in the
Jambar consistently since
my freshmen year, both
around elections and not,
trying to highlight specific
important issues in our
nation, community, or about
students, so this attack is
unfounded.  I took a year off
from SGA to prove to some
of these same SGA members
what my constituents
already realized; which is
that I say or do things for the
students, out of a love for
this University, not out of
regard to my personal repu-
tation or resume as Mr.
Ramos would have you
believe.  Students
approached me after the last
election and tried to court
me to run as SGA President
which I was at the time hes-
itant about, yet with signa-
ture sheets not out yet, I
have kept my mind open to

the possibility but not made
a final decision.  However
Mr. Ramos leaves out the
point that he writes because
of his friendship to those
who is themselves planning
on running for SGA’s
President.  I will make my
decision soon, but my ques-
tion is, when will the “card-
board candidate” that Mr.
Ramos writes to help, add
his voice to the debate at this
University.  I will not
encourage or continue the
libel that has been the
response to the questioning
of SGA.  Excuses and
rebukes have been the only
responses I have seen,
instead of an agenda, goals,
or apologies.  I respect what
SGA has done, but I look
forward to its future.  There
are many reputable and car-
ing Representatives and
even Executives currently
on SGA, and I realize they
do many activities for other
organizations to which they
are apart, giving of time and
service to the community
outside their role on SGA.
My point however was to
highlight that community or
University service is not
apart of SGA’s current mis-
sion as Mr. McGovern kind-
ly agreed with by stating,
“Iesue seems to be under the
impression that it is part of
the charge of SGA.  It is
not.”  My point however
taken is that SGA Executives
should be dedicated to serv-

ice and represent the stu-
dent body at as many of
these events as possible, to
be the student voice be them
diversity, community or stu-
dent related events.  I under-
stand if some disagree with
me, that is the joy of debate
but the recent article was
nothing more than trying to
scare me away from running
for SGA.  I will not be afraid
of useless words, nor cower
in the sight of student injus-
tice.  If SGA is wrong, I will
be the first to say so, but if
SGA is right, as I have done
in the past, I will be the first
to stand up and give acco-
lades.  Do research on my
articles Mr. Ramos and you
will find that I have written
many times for this paper,
not to advance my own
agenda, but to highlight
issues that I feel passionate-
ly about.  The response let-
ters I had expected would
have been ones encouraging
the debate and answering
the questions, instead of
excuses and attacks.  A
swift, mature, and debate
encouraging answer to my
questions would have been
as follows: “I disapprove of
what you say, but I will
defend to the death your
right to say it.” –Voltaire.
However that is now my
response to both of you, in
the hopes you will learn to
return that favor.

Joe Iesue

Counterfeit pens 
aren’t reliable

Dear Editor,

The Jambar’s lead story for 8
February concerning counterfeit
money promotes a popular misconcep-
tion - that an alleged “counterfeit
detection pen” can separate real money
from the bogus.  This is NOT true!
These (not so cheap) pens contain a
solution of iodine, and when iodine
comes into contact with starch (bread,
potatoes, pasta, etc) it turns black from
its normally brown color. If counterfeit
bills were made of extremely cheap
paper with a high starch content,
maybe - just maybe - these pens could
ascertain their fraudulent nature.  But
wouldn’t anyone with the technical
competence to make a $20 bill that
looks real use paper at least as good as
what you have in your printer?

Real money can easily be contami-
nated with starchy substances from the
foods we eat and will turn black when
brushed by these silly devices.  The
chances are that the $20 bill received
from the student in Kilcawley was real
money that was tainted in this manner.
She, like many other people (my barber
was one), was cheated not by the man
asking for change, but by the business-
es (banks included) claiming the
money was bogus and refusing to
return it.  Remember that if this hap-
pens to you the chances are very high
that it’s not your money which is bad;
it’s only a false positive caused by a
low tech device used by dolts.
Demand it be returned to you immedi-
ately!

Ronald G. Tabak, 
Professor of physics & astronomy

Do you care about the War in Iraq? Or
is it the War on Iraq? How about the War
on Terror? Or Terrorism? 

Is it the same war?  How many college
students know? Is there a right answer?

After almost four years of fighting in
the War in Iraq, the consensus among the
college demographic seems to be apathy.
Most college students are more worried
about their own lives. We have become
immune to the news coverage. 

We don’t pay much attention to the
War in Iraq because there are other things
on our minds. Truthfully, most students
shove activism for or against the war to
the bottom of priority lists overflowing
with worries of tuition and bills, our stud-
ies and job-searching. 

With over 3,000 dead in Iraq, it is evi-
dent that this war is affecting the United
States.  But there is no evidence that it’s
affecting most of today’s youth culture.

During the Vietnam War it was com-
mon for college students to stage protests
and stand up for what they believed in.
Many wonder why today’s college stu-
dents do not do the same. The problem is
that this is not the Vietnam War. There is
no draft, and unless a family member or
friend is fighting in the war, the individ-
ual connection to the war is minimal.

We know that Americans die everyday
in Iraq. It is a horrible fact that we live
with every day. Times have changed, and
the best way to express our disgust is to
vote. 

Youth voter turnout has increased dur-
ing the last election. In the 2006 election,
youth voter turnout was 24 percent, up
four percent from the 20 percent who
voted in the 2000 election, according to
information gathered by the Center for
Information and Research on Civic
Learning and Engagement.

CIRCLE also found that 62 percent of
young voters somewhat or strongly dis-
agree with the War in Iraq. The amount of
young voters who disagree outweighs the
56 percent of the electorate who disagree
with the war. 

Voting is the way that college voters
should choose to make their voice heard.
Only 67.55 percent of Ohioans voted in
the 2004 election. While we are improving
in the youth voter turnout, there is still
room for improvement. With the 2008
presidential race beginning to heat up,
now is the time to start paying attention
to the issues. 

So with an increasing voter turnout
among youth, it’s ironic that activism has
decreased. Today, Americans have a
choice to enlist in the Army, unlike the
drafted citizens during Vietnam. Yes, our
lives are not as directly affected as the
lives of young adults were during the
Vietnam War. But it shouldn’t take forced
obligation to serve our country to reculti-
vate an active youth culture. 

Call to American
youth: Wake up

and smell the war
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Ago-Do you understand?
Ame-Yes I understand.

These Swahili words were
spoken Saturday evening in
the Chestnut room of
Kilcawley Center as part of
the Pittsburgh Dance
Ensemble.  

Brother Tony, professor of
African Studies in Pittsburgh
conducted a call and
response segment with the
audience of 50 Youngstown

State University and com-
munity members.

He said the call and
response portion was to
allow the audience “to be
free and act like a child.”
Audience members were
asked to come on stage and
participate in the event.  

Director of YSU Africana
Studies Victor Wan-Tatah
showed his dance moves by
participating in the act.

The Pittsburgh dance
ensemble was founded in

2003 in Pittsburgh. They
have performed at colleges
such as Indiana University of
Pennsylvania, Penn State
and Slippery Rock.

“The event was held
because it is an important
part of Black History Month
and it showed people who
we are as black people and
that we exemplify the finest
elements such as peace, joy,
and a levelness of concern
for others,” said Wan-Tatah.

No, it’s not just for the graceful.
Or the Canadian. Or the graceful-
ly Canadian. Ice skating is a recre-
ational activity that has been in
existence for thousands of years,
and it has yet to go out of style.
However alcohol-free, ice skating
remains a fun “night out” option
for Youngstown State University
students.

Although scholars disagree
about the origination of ice skat-
ing, they believe the activity was
widespread by 1000 B.C. in areas
such as Scandinavia, Russia and
Germany, according to the
Encyclopaedia Britannica. A con-
venient and efficient means of
crossing large, frozen areas, ice
skating was also practiced on
canals in The Netherlands and
frozen ponds in England. 

At this time, ice skates were
constructed of rib or leg bones of
elk, oxen, reindeer, cows and other

animals. The earliest skaters
ground down the large animal
bones to form flat gliding surfaces.
Skaters then carved holes at both
ends of each bone and connected
the bones to skates using thick
leather straps, according to
Inventors.about.com.   

Early ice skating was looked
upon as a social status symbol. In
England and France, only royal
and upper-class citizens were per-
mitted to skate. Most notably,
King Louis XVI, Napoleon I,
Queen Victoria and Prince Albert
professed the joy of ice skating.

By the mid-19th Century, mod-
ern skates were fashioned, boast-
ing double-edged metal blades. At
the same time, the first artificial
ice rink, the “Glaciarium,” was
built in England, according to the
Encyclopaedia Britannica. Three
years later, the first American
mechanically-refrigerated ice rink
was built in New York City’s
Madison Square Garden. 

Today, Youngstowners can
skate at public ice rink The Ice
Zone. Established in 1997, the arti-

ficial rink facility is located on
McClurg Road in Boardman.

“We’re going on our 10th year
of business,” said head cashier
and figure skating instructor
Alyssa DeMaria. “The closest ice
rinks around are in Cranberry, Pa.
and Pittsburgh.” 

A junior business major at YSU,
DeMaria explained that The Ice
Zone’s open skate sessions, which
come complete with music and
black lights and draw more than
200 people per session on week-
ends, provide a unique opportuni-

ty for college students to enjoy a
“cool” night out.

“Especially in the winter, ice
skating is a good way to spend the
evening because it is entertain-
ing,” she said. “It definitely beats
dinner and a movie every week-
end.”

Sophomore exercise science
major Nina Pannoni agreed that
ice skating is a practical date idea
or fun hangout with friends.

“It’s a good date place, because
you can hold hands so you don’t
fall down,” she said. “And I used

to go with a bunch of my friends,
and we always had a blast.”

Junior education major Jared
Sziber, an avid skater, also consid-
ers The Ice Zone to be a positive
way to spend a night out. 

“I grew up skating, and I’ve
skated at many places from
Mentor, Ohio, to Youngstown,” he
said. “The Ice Zone would be a
good place to go, as far as dates
go.”

Far from gliding across frozen
channels on dead animal bones,
ice skating at The Ice Zone takes
place in a temperate environment.
Because the inside of the building
averages a temperature of 40
degrees Fahrenheit, DeMaria sug-
gests skaters dress appropriately
in loose articles of clothing, jackets
and gloves.

In addition to public skating,
The Ice Zone is home to the
Mahoning Valley Phantoms and
the YSU hockey teams. The dou-
ble-rink facility also hosts figure-
skating lessons and “Learn to
Skate” lessons for all age groups
and ability levels.

Dramatic dancers adorned in bright,
colorful and festive clothing and
dynamic drummers filled the
Chestnut Room in Kilcawley Center
during the Pittsburgh Dance
Ensemble Workshop Saturday.

The workshop, along with a
dance performance later in the
evening, was one of the many

ongoing events to celebrate Black
History Month at YSU.

The group, led by Bea Mitchell, is
made of up professional dancers and

drummers with a wide collection of
African songs and dance.

Ashley Underwood, a senior at
Boardman High School, attended the
workshop and has taken jazz and ballet
for three years.

“It’s [African dancing] fun and inter-
active, it’s not as technical as most
dances are. It’s freer and it’s not quite
like a 1-2 step or anything, it’s differ-
ent,” Underwood said.

She said this is a good way to cele-
brate Black History Month because,
“This is something more modern.
When most people think of Black
History Month they think of Rosa
Parks and Martin Luther King so it’s

just a more modern way to celebrate since a lot
of people dance today.”

Eboni Tate, a minister at the
Metropolitan Missionary Baptist
Church in Youngstown, has been a
dancer with the Harambee youth
organization since she was 12.

“I have a love for African dance;
it’s very powerful and full of pas-
sion. And I found out you have to
be in shape to do it,” Tate said.

Tate was appreciative of Victor
Wan-Tatah, professor and direc-
tor of Africana studies and phi-
losophy and religious studies, and
his efforts to bring cultural events to the
university because it’s good for the
“community to get together for cultur-
al enrichment,” she said.

Tate said African dance isn’t some-
thing you can do half-heartedly. “It’s
not something to play with. You have
to put your whole body into it, it’s very
serious.”

Sophomore Darcelle Formby, the
receptionist who helped organize the
workshop, decided to join in some danc-
ing.

“I like dancing, particularly African
dance. I think it’s interesting. I like the
dramatic motions of the body and the
sound of the drums. It really makes you
think of Africa,” Formby said.
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African heritage rumbles at YSU

Ice skating: A “cool” night out
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RECREATION

Ice Zone Open Skating
Saturday:  

2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
4:30 p.m. - 6:30p.m.

7 p.m. - 11 p.m.

Sunday:
1:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.
3:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Skating: $6
Skate rentals: $2.50

Monday - Thursday: 
12 p.m. - 2 p.m.

Friday: 
12 a.m. - 2 p.m.
7 p.m. - 11 p.m.

LLaauurraa NNeeeellyy
REPORTER

Dramatic dancers adorned in bright, colorful and festive clothing and dynamic drum-
mers filled the Chestnut Room in Kilcawley Center during the Pittsburgh Dance
Ensemble Workshop Saturday.

Jambar/ Laura Neely

Audience becomes part of the show

CULTURE
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 ROTELLI IN LIBERTY- JUST MINUTES

AWAY FROM CAMPUS OPENING SOON!
We are accepting applications for manager

trainees, bartenders, servers, delivery drivers,

experienced cooks, hosts, dishwashers, and

bussers. Apply in person at EITHER of our other

two locations. 6526 South Avenue, Boardman, Ohio

(across the street from Lowe’s in Victor Hills Plaza)

or 5553 Mahoning Avenue, Austintown, Ohio.

SPRING BREAK 
INFORMATION
800-488-8828

www.sandpiperbeacon.com
FR E E SP R I N G BR E A K

MO D E L SE A R C H CA L E N D A R *
*VALID FOR FIRST 1000 RESERVATIONS.
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UPCOMING YSU SPORTS
44 2/22       —   M.Basketball vs. Wright State @ 7:05 p.m.

44 2/23        —   Baseball @ Stephen F. Austin

44 2/24        —   M.Basketball @ Cleveland State

TRACK AND FIELD

Track team readies for Horizon League Championships

Most teams loaded with freshmen and
sophomore athletes would already be
looking ahead to next season by the time
league tournaments roll around.
Youngstown State University track and
field coach Brian Gorby, however, has
his eyes clearly set on this weekend’s
Horizon League Championships. 

Despite having only 12 seniors com-
bined on the men and women’s teams
Gorby feels that the Horizon League title
could be a two-team race between the
P e n g u i n s
and the
University of
Wisconsin-
Milwaukee.  

“We grad-
uated some
a l l - c o n f e r -
ence athletes
last year,”
Gorby said.
“ O u r
y o u n g e r
people have
had to step up and they have embraced
that opportunity.”  

Gorby and his staff have quietly built
a track and field dynasty at Youngstown,
with the men’s program winning six
conference titles and the women’s team
taking home seven in his 12 seasons as
head coach. The coach credits a family
atmosphere and talented local athletes as
the main reasons for the success of the
program.  

Sophomore thrower Aaron Merrill
said he takes great pride in the Penguin’s
track and field tradition.  

“It’s kind of a privilege to be part of a
team that has had so much success in the
past,” Merrill said. “We’re not surprised
at all by our success. We have a bunch of
good athletes and we work hard.”  

While Gorby knows winning the
league championship won’t be easy, his
team seems to be peaking at the right
time. Last week junior thrower Bethany

Anderson was named
Horizon League Track
and Field Athlete of
the Week for the sec-
ond time, making her
the third different
Penguin to earn the
honor and the fourth
in the last five weeks.  

“It’s good to know
that we’re on top in the
conference, but it
makes other teams
want to beat you even
more,” Anderson said.
“Everyone’s gunning

for us so we
have to be
ready.”  

T h e
men’s and
w o m e n ’ s
teams have
d i f f e r e n t
strengths ,
but  Gorby
said the
w o m e n
have more
depth. The

men’s squad is led by
its dominating throw-
ers – Merrill leads the
Horizon League with
his school-record dis-
tance of 54’ 1.75” in the
shot put while Drew
Weitzer has the best
weight throw toss in
the league at 57’0.75”.  

The women’s team is more balanced
with league leaders Yandeh Joh in the 60
meter hurdles, Alisha Anthony in the
long jump and Anderson in the weight
throw. The team also boasts the best time
in the 4,000 meter distance medley.  

Junior distance runner J.D. Sheppard
said that while track is an individual
sport, the athletes also want to do well
for their teammates.  

“My biggest goal is to go out and win
all my events, and by doing that give the

team a chance to win the meet,”
Sheppard said. “It’s a team and individ-
ual sport.”  

Gorby spoke proudly of his team,
both as individuals and as a unit. The
Boardman native and YSU graduate has
no plans to leave the program that he has
helped to build.  

“Why would you go somewhere else
when you can win here? There are so
many positives here,” Gorby said. “This
is my alma mater and we have talented,
hard-working athletes here.”  

Aaron Merrill shot put
Sophomore thrower Aaron

Merrill understands the
mechanics and strength need-
ed to be successful at his main
event, the shot put. However,
when asked about his track
and field goals Merrill turns
his attention to an intangible
aspect of sports – leadership.  

“I want to take on more of
a leadership role,” Merrill
said. “I would like to be more

outspoken and help my teammates.”
Merrill will be among the favorites to win the shot

put at the Horizon League Championships, as he leads
the league with his best distance of 54’1.75”.  

J.D. Sheppard 1,000 meters
Junior distance runner J.D.

Sheppard currently has the sec-
ond-best 1,000 meters time in the
Horizon League and knows
what is necessary to continue
improving. 

“My main goal is to run a
smart race,” Sheppard said. “It
will be a tactical race. I want to
find the right pace and get com-
fortable, and then bring it home
in the last 200 meters.” 

Sheppard said that the 1,000 meters can be a hard
race to run because it is an in-between distance. His
best time of 2:35.14 is less than a second behind the
league leader.  

Bethany Anderson weight throw
Junior Bethany Anderson

has quickly made a name for
herself in the Horizon League,
winning league Athlete of the
Week Honors twice this sea-
son. At the Horizon League
Championships she will focus
on her next goal – qualifying
for nationals.  

“I would really like to
qualify for nationals in the
weight throw,” Anderson said.

“And as a team I just hope we’re healthy and that
everyone does their job.”  

Anderson said that the weight throw is strictly an
indoor track and field event, and is the equivalent to
the hammer throw in outdoor competition. Anderson’s
best throw is a Horizon League-leading 63’7”.  

Alisha Anthony   long jump
Long jumper Alisha

Anthony is the perfect repre-
sentation of the young
Penguin track team. Although
just a freshman, Anthony
leads the Horizon League with
her best jump of 19’1.5”.  

Like Anderson, Anthony
has been named Horizon
League Female Track and
Field Athlete of the Week, and
her long jump distance ranks

her as the third-best long jumper in YSU history. Her
best distance is 5.5 inches better than her closest com-
petitor in the event this season.

AAaarroonn BBllaattcchh
JAMBAR CONTRIBUTOR

Penguins sprint to finish line

Jambar/Ron Stevens

Youngstown State University’s J.D. Shepard will look to contin-
ue his winning ways when the Penguins take to the track at the
Hoizon League Championships Saturday and Sunday in Ann
Arbor, Mich.

4/2 Watch

“It’s kind of a privilege
to be part of a team that
has had so much success
in the past...We have a
bunch of good athletes
and we work hard.”

Aaron Merrill, 
YSU track and field
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Lady Penguins drop second straight in 76-70 loss to Panthers

A 21-point performance by
Youngstown State University’s
(7-17, 5-8) Monique Godfrey
wasn’t enough Saturday as the
Lady Penguins dropped their
second straight game in a 76-70
loss to UW-Milwaukee (12-3, 8-
4). 

According to head coach Tisha
Hill statistically the team’s final
home game of the season was
solid, but the Panthers proved to
be too much for the squad.  

“I was very pleased with our
kids…we scored 70 points, we
had four players in double fig-
ures, we didn’t turn the ball over

more than 12 times. It seems like
we always get everybody’s pret-
ty good night,” Hill said. 

Her assessment proved true
down the stretch as the tide
began to turn against the
Penguins at the 10:35 mark in the
second half. 

With the score 49-46 in favor
of Milwaukee the Penguins
never regained the lead and were
only able to fight to within two
points the rest of the game. 

The team’s inability to get to
the free-throw line – the
Penguins went to the line just 17
times while the Panthers made
their living on the stripe shoot-
ing 34 times – and lack of inside
presence in the second half all
but sealed YSU’s fate. 

Defensively Youngstown had
no answer for Panthers’ center
Traci Edwards, who led the
UWM attack throughout the
game in route to recording 22
points and 11 rebounds in just 28
minutes of play. 

After the game Hill couldn’t
discount Edwards affect on the
Penguins and the contest’s out-
come. 

”They [UW-Milwaukee] have
got a very good kid inside that
does a lot of good things for
them. [She] knows how to take
over a game,” Hill said. “I think
we did a great job on her defen-
sively in the first half but good
players rise and really put their
team on their back and that’s
what Edwards did.” 

Down the Stretch 
Sitting in sixth place in the

Horizon League with three
straight road games to close out
the season the Penguins will
have to make a late run to have
any hope to salvaging the year. 

The team will begin this three
game stretch with a trip to the
Wolstein Center Feb. 24 for a
match-up against the seventh
place Cleveland State Vikings (7-
19, 4-9). 

CSU is 5-9 at home this sea-
son, and just 1-4 in its last five
games. With four players averag-
ing over eight points per game
defending against the Vikings
shooters will take an overall
team effort by the Penguins. 

The squad will continue its

road trip against Butler
University (11-13, 8-4) March 1.
Youngstown should be able to
increase its season scoring aver-
age of just over 58 points per
game against the seventh ranked
scoring defense in the league.  

To get out of Indianapolis with
a win leading scorers Heather
Karner and Monique Godfrey
will have to capitalize on any
and all open looks they get
against the Bulldogs. 

The final tilt of the Lady
Penguins regular season will
come on March 3 against the
Wright State Raiders (7-16, 5-7).
With just one game separating
these two squads in the Horizon
League standings, this contest
should be evenly matched.

JJaakkee GGllaavviieess
SPORTS EDITOR

Horizon League Standings

1. UW-Milwaukee - 164
2. Youngstown State - 132
3. UIC - 82
4. Loyola - 76
5. Butler - 53
6. Detroit - 47

Men’s Women’s
1. UW-Milwaukee - 172
2. Youngstown State - 151
3. Loyola - 73.5
4. UIC - 56.5
5. Detroit - 47
6. Butler - 44
7. Wright State - 11

Editor’s Note: The
story “Penguins
declare open season
on Flyers” that
appeared in the Feb.
15 issue of The
Jambar was written by
Andrew Berry.
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