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ABSTRACT J1°

WEEN TWO CULTURES:
IS INTERPRETER

As an interpreter, messenger, and spy, Anthony Shane

participated in many of the major events In the history of

¢t
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iaticns between the United States and the trices of the
Cid Northwest. He was a major source of infcrmation for the

: . s - . - - ,
clggrapners ¢Iri lecumesen. Lyman Lraper, pre-eminent
(= &

nistorian of the 0ld Northwest, had significant gquestions

t 1
about the ancestral background and reliabilty as a witness
£ - N "l & v 3 {1 - &
cf Shane. O0Of French-0Ottawa ancestry, the metis interpreter

faced the probiems of living in the region during the year
of transition to Euro-American docmlinance.

The Chenes, Anthcny Shane’s French forebears,»p!ayed
roles in the establishment of the Detroit colony, the
Pontlac Revolt and In supporting the British during the
Revolutlon. Although Shane fought for the British-
supported Indian Confederation in the early 1790s, he
entered American service after the tribes’ cefeat at Fallen
Timbers. Realizing America would be the dominant power
in the regicn, Shane gave hls loyalty to the United States.

Serving as an interpreter, messenger and spy from 1795 to
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1813, Shane gained financial rewards and the friendship of
tne new settlers, who distrusted most metis.

Shane and Lamateshe, the interpreter”’s Delaware wife,
were major sources of information on the life and death of
Tecumseh. They were of questicnable relliabllity as
witnesses tecause they used their testimony tc advance
personal causes and to ingratiate themselves to American
political leaders.

Througnh foresight and planning the Shanes were able

tc take econcmic advantage of the increased American

settlement ¢f the region. Though more successful than
most metis in dealing with growing American acmination

- .
{

of the Uld Nerthwest, the Shanes preferred the 1ifestyie
cf the trices of the regicn. In the late 1820s, the family

Jcined the migration of the Shawnee and Delaware tribes

dled iIn 1834.

A study of the life of Anthony Shane provides a new
view of many of the major pecople and events in the ccntact
history of the 0ld Northwest. An examination cf the
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rpereter’s 1ife alsc helps us to understand the

i e of the metis, an often ignored minority, in
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the history of the region.
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Chapter Cne "Tell me all you know of him":
Shane’s Background and Early Life
(1700-1795>

Anthcny Shane, although not a leading figure in the
nistory of the Old Northwest, was %2 participant in many
of the major eventis of the contact history of the area.
Used as a source by histerians, his reliability as a witness
was a significant question to be answered. A study of Shane
and his family’s activities in the region covers a periocd
from the kteginning cof European settiement in the area in the
early elgthteenth century to fﬁe remcval of the large
majority cf the Native American pocpulaticn in the 1820s

through the 1840s. As a metis or mixed biocod, Shane faced

particular difficulties in the raclally divided soclety of

»

h

the pericd. His actions and lifestyle reflect the chcices

rh

socliety ©

@

avaliaple to a person of mixed ancestry in th

A precpblem in studying Anthony Shane iIs the absence cof
decumentation on several periods cf his life, especially his

birth and early life. The metis lived much of his life

{1}

mong the Indlians of the Cld Northwest, a prelliterate
culture. Although his signature appeared on a variety of
deocuments, it is questicnable whether Shane could write or
read. An 1821 letter from Shane to Isaac McCoy, a Baptist

missionary, was included in The Correspondence of Isaac

McCoy, but the letter was probably written for the metis.

McCoy in his 1840 History of the Baptist Indian Missions

described a letter he wrote to Shane and hlé wife in the



early 1820s as being read to the couple.

Shane’s account of Tecumseh’s life provided valuable
infermation to Lyman Draper, a quping historian and
archivist of the 0ld Northwest. In 1838, at the age of
twenty-three, Draper began to collect blographlical material
on the herolc figures in the frontier pericd of the reglon.
He used surviving witnesses to the major events of the
pericd and the descéndants of the participant as scurces.

He zalsc collected a large numper of diarles, recerds and

¥R H ; . S JE v s . s ™ i -3
manuscripts, including the notes ¢f Benjamin Drake, the
2
s £ m
eariiest and one ¢f the best biographers cof Tecumseh.

As Draper began work on his file for a potential
cicgraphy of Tecumseh he had many questiocns apout Drake’s
informaticn and the reliabllity of his resources. He
corresponded with surviving contemporaries of Tecumseh cr
the descendants of major witnesses. Draper had some basic
guesticns about Anthony Shane, one of Drake’s major sources
on the life and death c¢f the great'Native American leader.
Shane, a metis interpreter, married to a kinswomgn of
Tecumseh, had been interviewed by Drake in 1821.

Draper tried toc investigate Shane’s background and his
reliability, but he was unable to find satisfactory answers
to hls questions on elther toplec. Two of Draper’s many
letters to John Johnston, former Indian agent at Fort Wayne,
dealt in part with Shane. He askéd the Indlan agent,

"Tell me all you know of him." Johnston, one of Draper’s

major scurces on contact history of the region, was a long-



+ime acquaintance of Shane and had employed him as an
4
interpreter for hls agency.
From reading The Boone Narrative, an autobiographical
ccount of Daniel Boone’s life, Draper found mention of a
Captain Du Quesne leading the British-Indian attack on
Bocnesborcugh during the Revolutiénary War. He had found

an old frentiersman who claimed the captain’s name was

De Shane. Draper had also discovered a Captain Shane listed

in British colonial records. Draper asked Johnstcon if Du
Quesne cr [e Shane was the father of Anthony Shane. In his
first letter apout Shane written in 1847, Johnston claimed

Snane had fallen intc disrepute with the Indian agency

pefore moving west with the Shawnees, but did nct explain

why. He was unable to remember Shane’s father. He was nct
sure {f Shane’s father was French, American, or British. In

his second ietter written in 1852, he identified a De Shane

as Shane’s father put gave no information about him. He did

say, however, that Shane spcocke French while his English was
5

pcer.

In his letters, Johnston did give a pliece of
information wuseful in finding Shane’s ancestryf In both
his letters Johnston identified Shane’s mother as an Ottawa.
Bicgraphers of Tecumseh from Benjamin Drake to Russell David
Edmunds, the author of Tecumseh and the Quest of Indian
Leadership, the last scholarly biocgraphy of the life of

the Indian 1eader, had identified Shane as of mixed Shawnee-

French ancestry. Using the Johnston letter as a source,



Jonn Sugden identified Shane as an mixed blood Ottawa in
6

nis 1985 book, Tecumseh’s Last Stand.

The pbest evidence of Shane’s Native-American ancestr
was a document signed by Shane hiqgelf. He served as an
interpreter for the negotiations leading to the Fort Meigs
Treaty of 1817, between the United States and all the tribes
within the boundaries of Ohio. Shane signed this treaty,
wnich included a clause granting him,"a halfblood Ottawa
Incdian, one sectlion of land on the east side of the St.

7

Marvy“‘s River," located in west central Ohio.

n close to filnding Shane’s French ancestry.

i

d be

]

Draper n

The De Shane involved in the siege of Bocnesporough in 1778

ot

vally been Anthony Shane“s uncle Isidore Chene,

. '
haga ac

preocnounced Chain. He was an interpreter for the British

rh

crces. The Bocone Narratives had combined the names of two
of the leacders of the assault. Captain Antoine De Quindre
had commanded the forces. De Quindre’s name was combined
8
with Chene to become Du Quense or De Shane.
A major difficulty in researching Anthony Shane’s
ancestry and early life Is his name change. Anthcny Shane

was an Angiicization of Antoine Chene. Historians Charles

Slocum in his History of the Miami River Basin and Bert
Criswecld in his Pictorial History of Fort Wavne had
Identified Antcine Chene as Anthony Shane In thelr early
twentieth century works. .

Contemporary evidence can be found in the

correspondence cof William Polke, a Baptist missionary, who



employed Shane as an lInterpreter In 1823. 1In a letter to
I1saac McCoy, his brother-in-law and fellow missiocnary, Polke
referred to Shane as "Chain" and his settlement Shanesville,
present day Rockford, Chioc, as "CQginsville". The 1818
treaty between the United States and the Mlamis referred

to a secticn of land belonging tc.Anthony Shane as being

owned by Anthony Chesne, an aliternative spelling of
10
Chene.

Many facts in Shane’s family background and his own
early 1ife discouraged nhim from discussing his background
with his American empicyers. The Chene family were among

the first members of the French settlement of Detrcit in the

early eighteenth century. By 17037, Shane’s great-

grandfather Pierre St. Onge dit Chene owned two lcts within
Fort Detrolt and was considered cne of its leading

11
citizens.

Three of Chene’s children came with him to Detroit.
His daughter Marie married Jacque Godfroy, a trader and one
cf the most skilled cfficial interpreters used by the French
cclenlal gevernment. Plerre’s son and namesake, known as
Pierre LaButte, alsc became a trader and the official French

12

interpreter toc the Cttawa Tribe.

Three generaticns of Chenes would be interpreters.
Their skills would serve to protect the family, including
Anthony Shane. While the stature of interpreter employed by

the French colonial government was not as great as that of

those employed by the English, it was a position of



importance. In the elghteenth and nineteenth centuries the
gritish, the French and, later, the United States government
needed interpreters trusted by both sides in dealings with
the tribes of the Old Northwest. i

Pierre St. Onge dit Chene’s cldest son was Charles
Chene, Anthony Shane’s grandfather. He had a farm near Fort

Detrcit. In the mid-eighteenth century his sons, Charles,

Isidore, Lecpold, and Antoine, all became interpreters and
14
tracers.

The year 1763 was a time ©of crisis for the Chene
family. France had been defezted in the Seven Years War,

indians

o
D

losing its tercltory in Morth America. Many cf t
of the Great Lakes-0Chio River Valley region, nominally under
leadership ©f Pontiac, an Ottawa warchief, resisted the
threat toc their land from the British and their American
coleonists, The revolt divided the French community in
Detrcit. While many cf the settlers remained neutral, the
wealthier members of the community and those with business
ties to the British supported their newly installed
conquerors. Pontlac was supported by a group of three
hundred yocung men described at the time as "a band of
irresponsible and vagabond Frenchmen who had nelther chick
nor child in the region who had thrown cff the mask in as
much as they did not have much to lose." Pontiac was also
Supported by many leaders of the community, including Jacque
15 -
Codfroy.

The revolt divided the Chene family. Isidore sided with



nis British employers. Leopold Chene, whose wife was an
gttawa, was a leader of the French alding his friend
pentlac. =

While besleging Detroit, Pontlac sent Leopold and Jacque
Godfroy with four of his other French supporters west with
a message asking for support from-.the Illlnols tripces and
the French of the area. Along the Maumee River they
captured John Welch, a British trader, and stole his pelts.

Godfroy and Chene sent their booty back to Detroit with

the four other Frenchmen, and continued con their mission

Chene and Gedfroy found the Miami Indians attacking
British Fort Miami at present day Fort Wayne. Welch was
forced by his captors tc persuade the small British force to
surrencer. Chene’s party continued con to Fort Quiatencn,
present day Lafayette, Indiana, where they instigated the
iccal tribes, the Weas and Kickapoc, tc seize the fort. Hec
longer needing Welch, they returned him to Detroit where he
was murdered bty Indians supporting Pontiac. GCodfroy and

18
Chene then finished their mission toc Illlnois.

On hearing ¢f his brother’s activity, Isidore Chene was
reported to have said in tears that he wished his brcther
might die in that place (Feort Miami) for as soon as he
arrived at Detrcit he would be hanged. Isidore’s fears were
Justified. The siege of Detroit was broken and the British

began to reestablish their control of the Old Northwestern

frontier. Chene and Godfroy were arrested, tried and



convicted cf treason, but their language skills saved them.
British forces needed interpreters.quhey were thus pardoned
anc taken intc the British service.

Leopold Chene continued his ﬁ;iendshlp with Pontiac
after the revecit. In 1765, the war chief gave him a farm
east of Fort Detroit. Chene settled on the farm and had
children by his Ottawa and Chippewa wives. Leopold Chene
died in 1778. His reputation had been rehabilitated by the
British tc the extent that Colonel Henry Hamilton, the
British ccmmander at Detroit,would lament the loss of "his

in of Indians, whc was esteemed as cone of the pest
20

]

capt:
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interpreters In the country.'

-

Toward the end of the Revolutionary War, Antcine

Chene began his service for the British Indian Department at

-

ia)

cfficers of the Department decribe

e
rh

0

Fort Detroit. list ©
Chene as a voiunteer. Isidore Chene was listed as a captain
and Interpreter. Some cther men on the rclls of the
Department were Alexancer McKee, Mathew Eliot and the Girty
crothers, James, George and the infamous Simon, all hated
enemies of the American frontiersmen. The Chene family’s
service for the British would be a reason for Anthony
21

Shane’s avoidance of discussing his family background.

In 1782, Antoine Chene was at Sandusky, sending
intelligence reports to Major A. S. DePeyster, then
Commander of British force at Detrocit. An escaped

black slave told Chene of an American force of 1500 men

being organized at Fort Pitt for a punitive expedition



against the Ohio Indlans toc revenge the execution by torture
of Colonel Willlams Crawford. Crawford’s killiing had been
an act of retaliliation for the massacre of pacifist Moravian
Indians by a group of Pennsylvania militia at Gnadenhutten
in the eastern part of the Ohio Country. DePeyster reacted
to the escalating situation which.threatened the security of
the British forts by sending Alexander McKee and Chene,
referred to as Captain Chene, with messages to the tribes
in the Chio area. be Peyster threatened the lecss of British
support If the Indians continued their retallaticns. The

.o

American expecdition was not launche hestilities during

Q
fu
0

the Revclutionary War ended on the frontier. In May, 1783,
with the war ending, Chene left the British Incdian Service
with the rank of lieutenant. His last mission was tc car
the news ¢f the peace treaty to Britain‘’s Indian allies.
Antheny Shane, nee Antoine Chene, was born in the
late 1760s or early 1770s. He was the son of cne of
the Chene prothers. A study of the Chene family in the
Registre de Sainte Anne, the records cf the first church
established in Detroit, show that the most likely father for
Anthony was either Antoine or Lecpcld. Both had served as
interpreters and traders with the tribes of the region.
Antoine, who died in 1796, was Anthony’s namesake, but a

23
sironger case exists for Leopold who had an Ottawa wife.

Little information on the early iife of Anthony

Shane (Antocine Chene) exists. According to Benjamin Drake,

Iin his book, Life of Tecumseh and his brother, The
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nggﬂg;, the metis was acquainted with Tecumseh during

their chilcheced. It is likely that Shane spent at least part
of his chilchood among the Shawnee, Tecumseh’s tribe. -

After the war the British kept control of Detroit and
other forts in the CGreat Lakes area in viclaticn of the
Treaty of Paris of 1783. In the early 1790s Shane (Chene)
was a member of the irregular British-Canadian force

supperting an Indian alliance lead by Little Turtle, a Miami

war chief. The confederation, oppcsing American expansion

ot

ley, was successful in defeating the

ot

.

expediticns cf Jesiah Harmar and Arthur St. Clair. S
lair’s depacie was the worst defeat of American forces in

2
any cf the country’s Indlan wars, costing 630 ilives.

4

a1 Q

llowing the pattles,Shane (Chene) took an active role
in cpposing a new American army lead by Antheny Wayne. Many
memcers ¢f the Britlsh Indian Department and 400 Detroit
mliiitia jcined the 2000 Indians assembled tc battle Wayne,
at the Battle of Fallen Timbers. Instead, Wayne defeated
the Indian Confederacy in 1794. With the defeat, the power
of the British receded in the 0ld Northwest. American
focrces claimed the forts of the CGreat Lakes. Indians gave
up much of their land in Ohio at the Greeneville Treaty
26

negoctiations the following year.

Anthony Shane (Chene) was scon able to find a new
employer for his services. As with his father’s switch from

Supporting Pontiac tc working for the British, language

skills would make the quick change of loyalties possible.
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At the same time, hls French-Ottawa ancestry would make him
increasingly an outsider in a worlid dominated by
Anglo-Americans. Shane would find it necessary to prove his

usefulness and loyalty to the new ruler cf the Ola

Nerthwest.
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Chapter 1 Endnotes

From the introduction to each reelkof the Draper Manuscript

* Citations of the Draper manuscript collection should be
volume, serles, series letter key; and page number and
should credit the Historical Society of Wisconsin as

nolder of the origlinal manuscript. The following is

suggested:
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Draper Mss. 13VV25 (microfilm edition), State Historica
ciety of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin."

YY is the citation for the Tecumseh Papers.

12 "Letter from Anthony Shane to Isaac McCovy,*
Correspondence of Isaac McCoy (na“sas Sya e Historicai
Socliety, Topeka, XKansas, 1967, micrcfilm), reel 1, 705-707;
Isaac McCoy, History of the Bap‘xc‘ Indian
Missicons(Washington D.C., Morrison, 1840), 86-89.

2. "Lyman Copeland Draper," ictionary of American

raphy, vecl 4,ed. by Alan Jochnscn and Dumas Malone, (New
York, Scribner’s, 1930) 441-442.

8. Draper Mss., 12YY1-74, 8YY33-42 (microfilm edition?’,
State Historical Scciety of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin.

4. Ipbid, 11YY33-55.
.t Ibid.

6. Iblid; Benjamin Drake, Life of Tecumseh and His Brother,
the Prophet <(Cincinnati, Morgan, 1841) 42;

Russell David Edmunds, Tecumseh an h uest for
Leadership <(Boston, Little, Brown, 1984) 91; John Sugden,
cumsen”’ t Stand (Norman, University Cklahoma Press,

1985 261.

7. Charles J. Kappler, ed., "Treaty with the Wyandot, Etc.

1817," Indian Treaties, 1778-1883 (New York, Interland
PUblxshers, 1975) 145-155. :
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1 John Bayless, Daniel Boone (New York, Morrcw, 19392
196-202.
o, Bert J. Griswold, The Pjictorjal History of Fort Wavne

(Cnhicage, Law, 1917> 200-202; Charles Sliocum, History cf
ghe Maumee River Basin(Columus, Nitschke, 1905> 555.

£
10. "Willlam Poike to Isaac McCoy," Correspondence of Issac
McCoy, reel 3, ©582-584; Charles J. Kappler, ed., "Treaty
with the Miamis, 1818," Indian Treaties, 1778-1883, 172.

1 Elizabeth Rau, "The Chene Family in Detroit," Burton
Historical Leaflet (September, 1931 1-16; "Cadillac Grant
o racts to Detroit Citizens,"The Michigan Pioneer and

Histerlcal Collection, vol. 33 (1903>, 373-377.
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12. Rau, "The Chene Family in Detrocit," 1-16.
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chapter 2 "Faithful Indian scout":
Shane’s Service to the United States
(1795-1815)

On March 18, 1795, less than seven months after the
gattle of Fallen Timbers, Anthcony Shane entered the service
of the United States. He was hired as an interpreter by
Majcr Thcmas Hunt to serve the needs of Fort Defiance in
present-day northwestern Ohio. Why Antoine Chene Anglicized
nis name to a form so near to Anthony Wayne is not known,
put throuchcut his life Shane would try to ingratiate
nimself to those in power. With British pcwer cn the
ceciine the victorious Americans would offer Shane the pest

1
cppertunity for survival and success.

The new meti interpreter for Fort Defiance was a

valuabie asset for his new employers. He coulc speak

(S

English, French and five Indian languages. While carrying
cut his primary duty as an interpreter, he alisc delivered
messages to the nearpy Amerlican forts and hunted for game to
feed the garrison. Shane worked with Surgecns Mate Joseph
Garcdner Andrews to prepare a written vocabulary of the

2
Shawnee languacge.

In *he pe;xod leadlng to yne War of 18 2, Snane was

2 g P

1ntefm1t tentiy employed by the Army and the lcval Indian g o=
agents as an interpreter, messenger and to gather

intelligence. While working as a messenger for the Fort
Wayne Indian Agency, Shane was invclved In an inclident that

showed the militancy of the growing Indian religious

movement led by Tenskawatawa, the Shawnee Prophet. The
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incident also illustrated the influence of Tecumseh,
Tenskwatawa’s prother,in the movement and his elogquence as a
spokesman for the Indian resistance to American land claims.
As shown DY Russell David Edmunds sin his books The Shawnee
prochet and Tecumseh and the Quest for Indian

;gggershlg, major credit for beginning and leading the
movement in its early vears belongs to Tenskwatawa.
According to Edmunds, the Prophet dominated the movement

unti! the leaders cf the tribes in Indlana Territory signed

the 1809 Fort Wayne Treaty which included major land

ct

cessicns to the United States. The movement’s emphasis then

h

empt to revive the Indians’ religiocus

ot

rem oan at

[«1]

switched
and cultural traditions to an active resistance mcvement to
American expansionism. According to Edmunds, Tecumseh, the
warrior, replaced Tenskwatawa as the leader cf the
movement. Shane’s experience with the two leaders in 1837
shcwed Tecumseh, however, dominating the movement two years
3

before the Treaty of Focrt Wayne.

The religious movement centered around the village of
The Prophet and Tecumseh near Fort Greeneville, Chio. It
was xocated within the terrltory granted to tne Amegxcan

Eﬁ'won«.. ,-‘-_:_
the 1795 Greenevllle Treaty. Whites and the

accommodationist Indlans of the area were Intimldated by the
Shawnee settlement and the continuous flow of vxsxting S
Supporters from the tribes of the region. Willlam Wells,

Indian agent at Fort Wayne, tried to pressure the Prophet

and his followers to move into Indiana Territory, west of
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i [ g

the COhic boundary line. In 1807, he sent Shane tc demand

Tenskwatawa, Tecumsen and other leaders of the movement

at
th 4

come to Fort Wayne for a meetling.

Tecumseh’s handling of the message and its implicit
threat showed his leadership in the movement. Shane
presented the message to a council of Indian leaders.
According to Shane, without consulting the other chiefs,
Tecumseh told him tp return to Fort Wayne and tell Captain
wells that:

is kindled on the spot appcinted by

"My fire the
Great Spirit above ancd if he (Wells? has anything
tc communicate to me to come here." 3 [sicl

Tecumseh promised another ccuncil meeting tc incluce
other white leaders from Ohio if Wells came. Shane was told
to return with him iIn six days. Wells refused the
invitation, pbut sent Shane with a message from Secretary of
War Henry Dearborn giving the government demancs fcor the

ettlement’s removal. Returning with the insulting replé,

Shane faced the indignation of Tecumseh and the Prophet.
In councll!, Tecumseh rose and repeated his clalm that

the Great Spirit had selected the site for them, claiming

tnﬁ Greap Spirlt set no ooundar;es‘on‘h s_“red peop‘e"‘andn.

ézr-

;4:.:»»

'that the whzte man was encroachlng on Indian Land. Ih‘

reaction to Wells sending Shane with his reply, he said, "if
the Great Father (Jefferscn) had any more messages he must
Send a man of note. I will deal with Wélls no more because
he has not come." :

Tecumseh’s speech was followed by the Prophet who



gemanced the government send i{s greatest man tc meet with
him since he had powers to cause eclipses and earthquakes
that nc white man hac. He had correctly predicted it and
claimed to nave caused the June 16&, 1806 eclipse of the sun,
an event which had greatly contributed to his power. After
this example of the Prophet’s braggadacio, the counci

8
ended and Shane returned to Fort Wayne.

Dealing with ngls and Shane was particularly insulting
to Tecumseh and Tenskwatawa. The xenophobic religious
doctrine taught by the Propheﬁ rejected Eurcpeans and thelr
culture because of iis negative effects on the lives of the
Native Americans. William Wells and Little Turtle, the
war chief ¢f the Miamis, were leading oppcnents of the
Propnet’s movement. Little Turtle, aided by Wells, nis
son-in-law, accepted acculturation as a method to save his
pecple and actively oppcsed The Prophet and

The dcctrine taught by Tenskwatawa was popular with
many of the Indians of the Great Lakes region. It rejected

European culture and opposed sexual relationships between

Native Americans and Euro-Americans. The Prophet demanced

and return to thelr tribe. Wells was marrled to Little

Turtle’s daughter, while for Shane, a metis, the issue was

More complex, for he was married to a Delaware women related
10
to Tecumseh.

As war between the United States and Britain neared,

Intrigue increased In the Old Northwest as both sides bid



r | 1y

e
~ T

STy,

-

¢or the support cf the reglicon’s Indians. The defeat of the

prophet’s focrces at Tlppecance In 1811 had not ended

white-Indian viclence In the region. As 1812 began Indian
.
attacks on the white settlers were® Increasing.

In late Fepurary a group of Wyandots lead by Shetoon

came to Fort Wayne with the announced purpose of negotiating

an end to the attacks on Americans by supporters of Tecumseh
and the Prophet. The mission had the support of William

Hull, the Governor of the Michigan Territory. At Fort Wayne

m

shetcon cained the initial approval of Littlie Turtle,
William Wells, former Indian Agent at Fort Wayne, and
Benjamin Stickney, the present Indian Agent. The Wyandot

group continued on to an Indian Council at the Mississinewa

12
River, carrying a white wampum belt cf peace.
In cpen meetings of the council Shetocon urged tribes-
men t¢ remain a2t peace. In private, at meetings with

selected leaders, including Tecumseh and the Prophet, he
shocwed a black wampum belt c¢f war and tcld them to prepare
for conflict with the Americans. The secret British agent

13
premised them weapons and ammunition.

the ccunclil Shetoon remained in the area
33 Es > it R AT

_After
coﬁgiAQing‘hls double role until his pléfting was uncovered
Oy the Americans. In a May 25 confidential letter from
Benjamin Stickney to William Hull, the Indian agent informed
the Governor that his interpreters had discovered

Shetoon was a British agent. The identification must have

been particularly easy to make for-one of the agency’s . we s
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employees, Anthony Shane. Shetoon’s Eurcpean name was
;sadore Chene. He was a Wyandot metis and Shane’s cousin.
ghetocn wWas sent back to the British. He was not punished
py the Americans who worrxedlzbouQ relaticons with the
wyandots as war approached.

On June 18, the United States Ccngress, at the urging
of President James Madison, decliared war on Great Britain.
By the beginning of July notification of the declaration of
war hacd reached Detroit and the Fort Wayne Indian Agency.
Although Amerlican General John Hunt would describe Anthony
Snane as beling littie inveolved iIn the war, Shane’s war
experience was quite extensive. His service would brln?shlm

reward and lnvecive him in postwar political contrcocversy.

troit, Governor

(w)
D

As werd of the declaration reached
Hull, whe was alsc a Brigadier General! in command cf
American forces in the region was preparing an invasicon of
Canada. A major worry for Hull was the intenticns c¢f the
Indians of the Great Lakes and Chio Valley. At Hull’s
request Indian agent Stickney provided him with intelligence
reports on the loyalties and activites of the tribesmen.

On au‘y 8, Shane was sent as an express, a messenger sent

On a séeclal errand, with an interkigence report on the
tribes west of Fort Wayne. He was presented to Hull by
Stickney as an expert on.severa}rlndian languages,

Who could answer his questiené ebout the dispositfon and
Movements of the Indians. According to Stickney the tribes

16
Lo the west were disposed toward peace at the time.
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on July 12, Hull’s forces entered Canada with little
early cppcsition. The course of the war quickly changed,
nowever, for the poorly-led American troops. Within a
month & combined British-Indian force severed Hull’s lines

of ccmmunication and drove the Americans back to Detroit

42
Fa

¢orcing thelr surrencer on AugustAlé.
In the months following Hull“s surrender the war did
not go well for the Amerlcans, who suffered a series of

gefeats. Cn Novemper 3, 1812, John Johnston, the Indian

0
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agent at Piqua, Ohic, sent Anthony Shane tc jol
wing of Willilam Henry Harriscn’s army. Harcison was
puilding up his forces, preparing to retake Detroit and
18

invade Canada. Shane was to serve as a spy and a guide.

The left wing was commanded by General James
Winchester. It was in winter camp on the ncocrthside
of the Maumee River in northwest Ohio. During the months
cf November and December Winchester’s spies and scouts

19

skirmished with British and Indian forces.

On January 18, 1813, Winchester’s trocps surprised

& British force occupying Frenchtown on the River Raisin

.. in _southeastern Michigan The British were driven fro

= 3 g :

the town, and Winchester, overconfldent by the easy'QfCtory,
Ignored warnings of an enemy counter-attack. On the morning
©f January 22, a combined British and Indian force smashed = = . .

Winchester’s. command at the Battle of the River Raisin.

Three hundred Americans were killed and Winchester
20
was captured.
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In late April, 1813, Fort Meigs, located in
northwest Chic cn the Maumee River, was under siege. An
american force of 2000 men led by Willlam Henry Harrison
was uncder attack by a Britlish-Indian force of 2400 men led
oy General Henry Proctor and Tecumseh. On May 4, a relief
¢orce of 1200 Kentucky volunteers under the command cof
general Green Clay was apprcaching by bocat down the Maumee
River. Eight hundred men of the force under Lieutentant
Colonel William Dudiey were sent on a limited mission to
capture British batteries shef}ing the fort and then to

21
rejoin Clay’s forces.

The attack was initially successful. The Americans
captured the artillery, but then refused to withdraw and
continued their attack. They were surrounded py a large
enemy force made up ilargely of Indians. Most of the
Americans were killed or captured. General Jonn Hunt
described Shane, the scout, as "barely escaping,
hearing pehind him the merclless tomahawk decing its Jjob."

Despite their victory over Dudley’s force, the British

were unapble tc persuade the Indians and their own Canadian

t

Rilita forces.t

2, the .-British
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“and the siege ended.

and“in&iaﬁé wlthdrew,

Shane next returned to service with a Kentucky mounted
volunteer regiment under the command of Cclcnel Richard M.
Johnscon. In Feburary, 1813, Secretary of War John Armstrong
had authorized the organization of a mounted regiment of

Kentucky volunteers. Troops were to be enlisted for six
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months. On May 26, 1813, the 700-man regiment crossed the
onio and headed north. Johnson was ordered "to take control
of Fert Wayne and the posts con the Auglaize River, to scour
the Northwestern Frontier and make® incursions into the
24

territery of the Indlans."”

As the regiment headed to Foft Wayne, it camped on
June 1 at St.Mary’s ln west central Ohlo, seventy mlles from
Fort Wayne. Johnseon left hls troops to travel to nearby
Wapakoneta, a2 Shawnee Indlan village, to recruit spies and
guides. He returned with a dézen friendly tribesmen and
Antheny Shane. Shane would serve as a scout and interpreter
for Johnson’s forces throughout their campaign agalnst
the British and their Indian allies. Robert McAfee, wheo was

captain in Johnson’s command and later the author of The

Late War in the Western Country, an account of the war cf

1812 in the west, praised the new scout and interpreter as

‘the celebrated Anthony Shane, whc in his integrity and

fidelity to our cause, the utmost ccnfidence was placed.” &
The regiment proceeded, including Shane, to Fort Wayne,

then went on a 20C-mile fruitliess chase of Indian raiders

o fhrough northern Indiana and sgutqwestern P"Jcmgan.§ Next

T ey
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they werebsent to Fort Wlnchester in northwestern Chioc.
Arriving at the fert, Johnson received orders to continue
fifty miles east to Fort Meigs wh;ghAwas peing prepéred to
Fesist another attack by the British and Indians. The
Cegiment delayed at Fort Winchester with Johnson resting his

Ccommand. Relnvigorated, they continued on to Fort Meigs on
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y 1,1813. No longer needced for the defense of the

Jul
relnf°f°ed Fort Meigs, the regiment was ordered to the Huron

River to protect nearby Cleveland from possible Indian
26

€

attack.

Jonnscn then received orders from Secretary of War
armstrong to take nhis mounted voiunteers 400 miles west tc
Kaskaskla, Illinocis to resist ancther possiple Indian
threat. Johnson delayed and complained to Army cocmmander
General William Henry Harrision that the six month
enlistment periods cf many of his troops were ending. The
regiment should nct pbe sent on a another lengthy mission,
for it had traveled 730 miles in fifty days. Harrison, while
sympathetic, did not have the authority to rescind the
ocrders of the Secretary of War. To make the trip easier,

T

Johnson chese his own route to Illinois. He planned to pass
through Kentucky to supply and, at the same time, to reduce
discontent among his homesick trocops. Upon reaching

Kentucky he was ordered north tc rejoin Harrison for the
27
invasion of Canada.

By then Anthony Shane must have questicned the wisdom

!qﬁgé quport‘ng the. Amerlcans agazn st.Te umsehmano
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the British ‘He had been peripher 1}y involved in a
campaign that ended in the Fall of Detroit and a mass

. SUrrender of American troops. He had barely escaped a
Massacre at Fort Meigs and at the River Raisin, and now was
Part of the extended,and seemingly pointless, ramblings of -

J°hn80n’s command. On October 1, 1813 the regiment reached
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petrolt and Joined the invasion force to attack Canada.

gubsegquent eventis would prove the wisdgg of Shane’s choice
tc continue to support the Americans.

Earlier as the regiment headed north from Kentucky
ghane was able tc ingratiate himself with the regiment’s
officers. On the morning of Septémber 26, the regiment was
camped near the old River Raisin battlefield. Shane, "the
falthful scout," was able to lead McAfee and other officers

to the remains of a Captain James Simpson, whoc had been

the River Raisin Battle. Simpson had served

~
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in the United States Hcuse of Representatives and was &a
29
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friend cf many cf the cfflicers in Johnson’s command.

On COctober 1, 1813, the invasion of Canada began. By
the retreating Briltish and remalning Indian
allies were prepared to make a stand on the Thames River.
The fight was kncwn as The Battle of the Thames or the
Battle of Moraviantown for the Indian missicn located in the

30
nearby town of Fairfield, Ontaric.

Johnson’s mounted trocps played a major role in the
cattle. The regiment was split to charge Indian and

"swampz area.% Shane,;_”

fxghtxng near the bank of the Thames agaxnst the Br1tlsh
forces, was not with Johnson as he led the assault on the
Tecumseh’s Indian forces. In the ensuing battle, the
British were routed wlth the Indlans making a stronger
stand. Yet with the death of Tecumseh, they tco were forced

31
to withdraw.
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The aftermath of the Battle of Moraviantown would
involve Snane in a major continuing contrcversy. The
questions apout Tecumseh’s death would follow Shane
¢nroughout his life. The Americans wanted procf that
Tecumsen had been killed. His body needed to be identified.
oniy five members of the American-forces could recognize
Tecumseh: William Henry Harrison, frontiersmen Simon
Kenton, William and,John Conner, and Anthcny Shane. With
some difficulty Shane identified a bloody, blocated body as

Tecumsenh. The Ccnners agreec with Shane, while Harriscn ana

T
-
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Kenton were unaple recognize the corpse.
empbarrassment of later generations cof Americans, the bcdy cf
the Indian leader had been mutilated. According to Shane,
a cne-inch by eight-inch strip of skin had been cut from
Tecumseh’s thigh. Afterward the body would be further
flayed by scuvenir hunters before it was buried by local
32

Canadians.

Shane’s earllier support of the British was forgotten.

He had proven his loyalty to his American employers

and had won a powerful patron in Richard M. Jochnson, future

v
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the war and bxogkapnefs of Tecumseh would ﬂewtxon *he
loyalty and bravery of the "faithful Indian scout."

He would be lauded by the United States Congress,
rewarded with land grants and employment for his services

to the United States.
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chapter 3 “No man is better known"
Pocst War Prosperity
(1815-1823>

The post war period offered Anthony Shane increased fame
and financial reward. It was a ;ime of transition in the
0ld Nerthwest. Through much of the territory the Native
American tribes still controlled most of the land, and
French-Canadian and metis formed the largest sections of the
non-Indian populatitn. The majority of pecple in major
settlements such as Detroit, Chicago, Vincennes, and Fort
Wayne were French-Canadian and metis. The metis playecd a

d the
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major roie in the commerce of the area and provid
ieacership for tribes such as the Miami and the Pctawatomi.
Most metis lived well, engaging in farming and trade with

the Indians. Scme cf the leacing metis were wealthy. Jean

Baptiste Richardville, trader and head chief of the Miami

tribe, was the richest man in Indiana at the time the
territory recame a state in 1816 with a fortune of $200,000
and thousands cof acres ¢f land. :

The situation was quickly changing with rapid increase
in the population of American farmers, who demanced land and
| ‘a_change in'government policy toward the Indians. "The "
policy of acculturation for the regicn’s tribes, the
Jeffersonian attempt to make the tribespeople into yeomen
farmers, was by the post-war period cconsidered a failure.
Protestant missionaries and others were sympathetic to the

plight of the Indlans whose socletal structure was breaking

dewn kbecause of contact with the Anglo-American culture of
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the United States. They supported a peclicy of removal of

tne tribes tc west of the Mississippi River to save the

Indians. Farmers, driven by racial prejudice and land

&

hunger, wanted the Indians removed to the West. The

suppert of scme tribesmen for the British during the War of

1812 and the neutrality of many of the others alsoc added to
the push for removal. Pclitical pressure caused the
government, beginning In the 1820s, to Initlate a pollicy of
moving the region’s tribes beycnd the Mississippl. ¢

In the post-war period, Anthony Shane would play a role

in the execution ¢f Unitec States” pclicy toward the Indlans
of the 0ld Northwest. As the American government negotiated
treaties with the tribes first for large land cessions and
iater for remecvail of the Indians, the metis were placed in a
contragictory situation. Metis tribal leaders and
interpreters proved a necessity to the negotiation process
with the tribes. The metis and accommodationist Indian
leaders negotiated and supported treaties that made
large-scale land transfers to the United States. The

{reaties included rewards of land and money for these
3
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The treaties copened more land for settiement by the

American farmers. Many of the new settlers and thelir

Political leader were prejudiced against the metis and

wanted them removed from the region with the tribes.

According to Lewis Cass, Governor of the Michigan Territory,

the metis "possessed the vices of both races, while failing
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toc innerlit any of thelr virtues."

. '

Russell David Edmunds’ article "Unacquainted with the
1aws cf the civilized world: Ameritan attitudes toward the
Metls Communities of the 0Old Northwest," discusses the
anti-metis attlitudes cf the new settlers. According to
Eamunds, the Amerlicans resented metls who contlnued to speak
French, and preferred the culture and dress of the French
creole and the local Indian to American culture and dress.

1jegative Anglo-American attitudes toward miscegenation

s |

The
was a major part of the prejudice against the metis. Land
hunger coniributed to the oppositicn to those of mixed
ancestry. The American farmers considered the metis as
idlers wnho were not making full use of the land they
possessed. Lewis Cass expressed the attitude cof the
American farmers when he said the metis must learn new ways
S

or be removed.

Anthony Shane’s experliences in the post-war period were
in certain ways similar with those of other metis, but the

interpreter was better able to interact with the incoming

vAnerxcan po’iylcal leacers and the new settlers to the area.

Because of nis loyalty to tne Amerlcan side in the War of
i812 and his language skills, the interpreter was rewarded
by the United States government. In 1815, he was given a
land grant by Congress for his "valuable and honorable
service during the last war". The 320-acre grant was at
Shane’s Crossing on the south side of the St.Mary’s River in

west-central Ohio. In 1817, he served as an interpreter for
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Fort Melgs Treaty with the tribes of northwest COhic. He was
paid with a salary of one dollar a day, plus expenses,
earning a total of $173. His major reward, however, for
aiding In the negotiations which ended with the cessation

of most Indian land claims in northwest Chic, was 640 acres
given to him in the treaty. The claim was immediately north
of Shane’s land grant on the north side of the St. Mary’s
River. The land and other land claims in the treaty were

tee simple clalims, which gave the reclplent direct ownership

et

of the land and the right to dispose cof the lana as he
wanted. A revisicn of the treaty In 1818 made these land
claims reservations which could not be solid without the

(5
-

permission ¢f the United States governmen
Beside the rewards of money and land for his military
service, Shane“s lovalty alsoc helped to win him the
friendsnip and support of American settlers and poliitical
leaders such as Richard M. Johnson and Robert Breckinrlidge
McAfee. William Keating was a member of Stephen Long’s
exploratory expedition to the 0Old Northwest. In his bcok
Narrative to the Scurce of the St. Peter’s River, Keating
discussed the metis population of the Fort Wayne area
including two of the leading local metis, Jean Baptiste
Richardville and Anthony Shane. Keating considered the
metis an alien population, and their leader Richardville,
who had not actively supported the Americans in the war, as

devious and dishonest. He identified Shane as a

"half-breed," but alsc described him as "enjoying a high
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degree cof popularity with the whites founded upon his
uniformly good character which he maintained during the
war."' Keatlng described him as the pest-known man in the
area. Other early accocunts which discuss Shane in positive

rerms, mentlon his service for the United States in
¥
the war.

Anthony Shane adjusted well to the changlng situation.

Eis selection and use of land in the eariy post-war period
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demcnsirated his foresight. By 1815, Shane set
Seccnc Crossing of the St. Mary’s River in west central
Chic, approximately forty miles east of Fort Wayne, Indiana.
The location had been well chosen on the old Indian Miami
Trail between the major Indian settiements cf Pigua and

Kekicnga (Fort Waynel. In 1790, General Josiah Harmar

Miamis led by Little Turtie. Harmar’s Trace, passin
through the Second Crossing, would be used py later miiitary
commancers. Anthony Wayne’s army used the trace to return
frem Fort Wayne after hls victory at Fallen Timbers In 1794.
In 1812, William Henry Harriscn camped at the crossing as he
headed to reileve Fort Wayne from a British and Indian
threat. g

Commerce would grow along the river as goods were
transported from St. Mary’s to Fort Wayne and to trading
posts located along the river. To the south of the Crossing
& beautiful plain, later known as Shane’s Prairie, offered

9
potential rich farm land.
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There is some question as to when Shane lccated at the

seconcd Crossing, anc when it became known as Shane’s
crossing. Some local and Indian historians claim Shane had
estab}ished a trading post at the Second Cressing before the
war of 1812, while others argue the trading post was started
py Anthony Madore, a French Canacdian. A map of Indian

villages of the 0ld Northwest in Helen Hornbeck Tannner’s

Atlas of Creat [akes Indian History showed a Mchican

Indian settiement and a trading post lapeled Shane‘s at the
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passed through the area in 18
tracing post being located at the site. 'n 1808, Shane, as

a resident of Rancdoclph County, Indiana Terri

Federal Judge. He had teen empioyed by the Fort Wayne Indian
Agency, anc was prcecbably living near the fori which was then

part ¢f Randolph County. In Robert Breckinridge McAfee’s

P
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account of Harrison’s reilef of Fort Wayne in the fall of
1812, History of the Late War in the Western Country, no
menticon was mace of a trading pest at the crossing, althcugh
the site was camp site and staging area for the army.
Harrison’s general orders tc the troops referred to it as
the Second Crossing of the St. Mary’s, but McAfee, in his
bcok which was published in 1816, called the location
Shane’s Crosélng. It appears likeiy Shane had moved to the
crossing after he left Richard Johnson’s Regiment in 1813.10

Shane’s relations with the tribes of the area improved



35

guring the posti-war period. Immeclately after the war
remnants of support for the anti-metis philcscphy of
Tenskwatawa and resentment of the interpreter’s service for
+ne United States in the war raised hostility tc him amocng
some cf the Incdians of the region. In 1817, Benjamin
stickney, who had employed Shane as an interpreter for the
negotiation for the Fort Meigs Treaty with the Ohlo tribes,
thought It best not to tell the Indians of his employment
unti! they arrivecd for the negotiations. Shane precved

! : T b ot o - : g _ : kg
‘gerviceal:.e encugn In the negetiations to pe rewarded with

and west ¢f Shane’s Reservation tc leacders of the NMiami
ncians whe hac supported accommodaticnist peoliclies toward
the whites. Three of the reservations went to metis: Peter
LaBadie, Louis Godfrey and the Richaraviile Family. The
reservations variled In size from one section (640 acres) to
six secticns. The LaBadie and Godfrey families were both
related to the Chenes by marriage. Godfrey and LaBadie’s
fathers had Jjolned Leopold Chene in supporting the Pontlac
Revolt. Louis Godfrey was a leader of the Miamis; Francis
Cedfrey, his brother, was war chief cf the tribe. Godfrey
and Shane pbecame the leaders of the Indians living on the
12
Ceservations.

In the post-war period, Shane’s reputation grew. William

Keating would say of him that "no man was better known" in
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the Fort Wayne area, and that "his influence among the
Indians was great." Missionary Issac McCoy worried, after a
quarrel with Shane, about the damage a man with Shane’s
influence among the Indians could do to McCoy’s work.
ghane’s connection with the tribes of the area was
extensive, as he was part Ottawa, married to a Delaware, had
lived with and fougbt with Shawnee, and was now dwellling
with Miamis. With the decline of anti-metis feeling amcng

tne Indians of the region, the interpreter would contin

ue to
1

W o

nave the trust of the tribes for the rest of his 1life.

The Edmunds’ article describes the settlers’ attitude
toward the metis as belng unfriendly, critical ¢f their
supposed indolence, lack of foresight and adherence to
Incian mores. The reacticn cf the early settiers tc Shane
did not refiect the stereoctype of the metis and their
relations with new American populaticn because cf the
interpreter’s service In the War of 1812. B

Shane, possibly using the highly successful

Richarcville as a model, prepared to take fuil econcmic
dvantage of influx of settlers as northwest Ohio was opened
for settlement by the 1817 Treaty of Fort Meigs and the 1818
Treaty of St. Mary’s. In 1820, as white settlers moved
through the northwestern corner of the future Mercer County
they crossed.Shane’s Prairie tc Shanesville, the flrst
platted town in the county at Shane’s Crossing. They could

stop at Shane’s tavern andvtrading post. As the settlers

traveled north, they passed through Shane’s Reservation by
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snane’s home, a cdeuble log cabin surrounded by a farmlgf
consicerable size, where he raised corn and pctatoces.

snhanesville had been laid ocut by Shane in June, 1820,
with two streets running north-socuth and four streets
running east-west. The two major thoroughfares, Main and
Marktet Streets, were five perches (27 1/2 yards wide). The
town contalned forty-two lots. The most expensive were
guarter-acre lcts on the two major streets which were to be
sold fér sixty dollars each. *éy 1821, three houses had been
puilt, another was under construction in the town, and
the countryside was settled for six miles around

16

Shanesville.

Snane’s relations with the early settlers cf the
Shanesville’s area were gocod. The first white farmers
considered the Indians led by Shane and Louis Godfrey to pe
"nckcle, genercus by nature and hospitable toc all classés'of
pecple." Shane’s home was used for religious services for
the community. He passed on his knowledge of Indian lore
te the newccmers, training William Botts Hedges who was
& cierk in his trading post in Indian languages and manners.
Hedges_would later own the tradlng post. On one occasion,
Shane used his knowledge of tribal cures tc save John
Sutton, another early settler, from a rattlesnake bite.

When Shane was appointed a commissioner for the construction
of a road connécting Shanesville with Defiance, he used his
knowledge of the history of the area to find a route laid

. 17
out in 1794 by Anthony Wayne’s scouts. k)
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By 1823, Shane had shown himself a man of
entrepreneurial and agricultural skill whose foresight and
{ndustry had allowed him to be suctessful in the vears
Immediately after the war. While having gced relaticns with
the Indians of the area as did many members of the metis
population, Shane also dealt successfully with the new
population of white settlers. His service in the War of
1812, his leadership of the friendly local Indian population
and his willingness to use hig»knowiedge of Indian culture
anc local histcry to aid the new settlers, ingratiated Shane

to the growing white population of the area.
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chepter 4 - character'fcr in:egrityf:
Shane’s Interview cn Tecumsen
(1821>

On November 28, 1821, Benjamin Drake came tc Shanesville
to guestion Anthony Shane, seekind lnformation for his
piography of Tecumseh. Drake, a Cincinnatian, had been a
jawyer, but left his profession for writing because of [ll
nealth. While Drake did write fiction, his best works were
picgraphies of leading individuals in the history of the Cld
Northwest. His Life of Tecumsenh and his Brother. the
Prcphet, published in 1841, tgé vyear cof Drake’s death, was
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leader. Drake’s interview with Shane covered Tecumseh’s
family background, life, and character. The life and
Tecumsen”s prcocther Tenskwatawa, the Shawnee
Prophet, was aisc discussed in scome detail, as was the
Native American resistance movement the two prcthers led.
Because of the lack of any wrltten records on many
aspects of the life of Tecumseh, the use of interviews of
the Indian leader’s contemporaries was a necessity to his
biographer. The Shane interview would become a major socurce
for Tecumseh’s bliographers pbecause of the breadth of
information provided. Drake depended cn Shane more than
any other source, citing the metis thirteen times which was
more than twice that cf any ¢f his other scurces. After
the death of-Drake, Lyman Draper obtained the interview

notes, labeled'"The Shane Narrativé," which became part of

"The Tecumseh File" of The Draper Manuscripts and have
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2
peen usecd by the Indlan leader’s later blographers.

Although Benjamin Drake would describe Shane as having
ng character for lntegrity," he aqg later bliographers
would question parts of "The Shane Narrative". How relliable
a witness was Anthony Shane? An analysis of his testimcny
pasecd con current knowiedge cf Tecumseh and his movement show
the information given in the interview must be used
selectively. Shane used the interview to Justify his

own acticns, to settle old sceres, and tc ingratiate himseif
]

-~

to his clc commander, Senatcor Richard M. Johnson.
Shane was probably not the primary source for much of
the information provided in the interview. He was not the
cnly rerson being interviewed at the time. Lamateshe,
Shane’s wife, a Christian Delaware Indian, was aisc
present. She was descriped as “a kinswoman cof Tecumsen®.
Lamateshe was the probable source for much ¢f the
informaticn on Tecumseh and Tenskwatwa ancestry and perscnal
life. The interview alsoc included a description of the
trial and execution for witchcraft of three Delaware
and a Mochican by the Prophet and his followers at
the village of Woapikamunt in 1806. The four victims
were either Christians or friendly toward the
Eurc-Americans. Lamateshe was the most llkely scurce for the
4

description of the atrocity.

Althouéh.a Delaware, Lamateshe’s claim of kinshlip

to Tecumseh was bellievable as tribal iIntermarriage was

relatively commecn. The Delaware and Shawnee were friendly,



4l

and the Shawnee considered‘them “their uncles." The

¢ripes lived near toc each other, and at times, shared the
same village. Tecumseh’s own banc lived among the Delaware
¢rom 1798-1805. If not directly related by blcod to

Tecumseh, she may have been related by marriage. Lamateshe

was a widow when she married Shane. Her first husband may
S
have been a Shawnee.

Scme of the information about Tecumseh’s movement and
its participation In the War of 1812 also came from
-~

S T ) A - s i b 0
Lamateshe’s prothers. They Jjoined Tecumseh’s forces and

were present when he was killed at the Battle c¢f

s
6
Mcraviantown in 1813.

The Shanes’ account provided useful infcrmation on
Tecumseh’s family. “"The Shane Narrative® listed Tecumsen’s
family mempers and provided brief blicgraphical skefches of
each. While Tenskwatwa was given the most attention,
the narrative also discussed Tecumsenh’s relationship with
Tecumpease, his sister. She was particularly clicse with the
Indian leader. A women of outstanding akilities, Tecumpease
was described as a leader c¢f the Shawnee women. She would
ralise Tecumseh’s so;, Pachetha, after the death of Mamate,
the boy’s mother.

The Shanes’ interview on Tecumseh can best be compared
tc Stephen Ruddell’s written statement to Benjamin Drake.
Both were major sources for the early life and character of

Tecumseh. Ruddell was captured by the Shawnee as a boy.

Adopted into the tribe, he was a bovyhocd friend of Tecumseh.

e SE
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He left the tribe after the signing of the Greeneville

Treaty 1n 1795. Ruddell had later contac; with the trlbe as

an interpreter and a Baptist missionary.
Both accounts cover many of f%e same incidents in the

early life of the Indian leader. The descriptions of events

seldom contradict each other. Théy did disagree on his
pirthdate, with Ruddell setting Tecumseh’s birth in 1768,
wnhile the Shanes suggest a date in 1771. Benjamin Drake
consicered Ruddel!, who had ceen a boyhood friend of
Tecumseh, a more reliable source on thg Indian leader’s
pirthcdate, as dc mocern biocgrapghers. ’

Both discussed nis skill as a hunter. They agreed
he was an outstanding hunter who could killl mere klrds or

ther members ¢of the hunting partiy cocmbined,

] 11
deer ITnhan ail

O

anc then use the extra tc feed the old and sick of the

trice. According to the Shanes and Ruddell, as a warrior
Tecumseh was both brave and cunning, defeating white

forces which heavily outnumbered hls own. While he believed
in showing no mercy on the battiefield, he would not harm
women, chllidren, and prisoners. Both verslions described how
the Indian leader honored the old and protected the sick.

fle was depicted as being eloguent, humorous, and
intelligent, a natural leader. Ruddell would have agreed
With Shane’s comment that "he was the greatest warrliocr of
the Shawnee Nation," a description accepted by most
blographers. y

Ruddell’s written statement for Drake was a relatively
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shor't 2500 words, and concentrated on the life of Tecumseh
to the year 1795 when Ruddell left the Shawnee. The account
was completely complimentary to a man Ruddell considerec
to be "a very great as well as a very good man, who, if
nhe hac enjcyed the acvantages of a liberal educaticn, would
. 11

have dcne honour to any age or natlon.'

The Shanes’ narratlive presented a more complete
account of the life, of Tecumseh, covering his entire life.
Tneir versicn presented the Indian leader as more

realistically human. They go pevond the "nople red man®

n an ego, who did make occasional

%
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cdell and Shane acccunts describe

)

mistakes. Bgoith the Ru

Tecumsen’s pattle experience, but Shane menticned Tecumseh

Shane he had a problem

Q
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mistakes in combat. According t
with guns. A%t one skirmish with whites, he broke the
rigger con his musket, whiie driving off his attackers. At
the Battle of Fallen Timbers, he mislocaded his musket by
putting the ball in pefore the powder causing the weapon ;o
1
Jam; nonetheless, he led his band In a counter attack.
Wnile Rucddell briefliy mentioned Tecumseh’s perscnal
life, the Shanes provided a fuller description. Their
Tecumseh alsoc had an ego. He would brag to his friends tha
all the beautiful women in the tribe wantedgto marry him,
but he was determined to disappoint them. E
According to the Shanes, Tecumseh had a series of wive

whe were returned to their parents after failing to meet

Tecumseh’s expectaﬁions. Ruddell alsoc mentioned this while

i -

t

S
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provldlng few details. Shawnee custom of the time made
marriage and especially divorce simple. With the end of
the marriage the wife was returned to her family, usually
€ 14
with some present to soothe hurt feelings.
Snawnee wives were responsible for preparation of food
ang clothing. If Tecumsen’s wives failea in their duty,
they were sent home. One wife falled to completely
defeather a turkey she prepared for a feast cf Tecumseh and
nis friends. She was returned home with a horse as a
parting gift. Mamate, the mother of Tecumsenh’s only child,
was sent home when she could not make Tecumsen a paint
pouch. Tecumsen left his last wife, White Wing, because she
15
was unhealthy and unable tc bear children.

though these descriptions of Tecumsen’s packground

“ba

racter as compared to Ruddell and modern sources

)

h

u

anc

Q

seem reliable, there are problems with other secticns of
"The Shane Narrative'. Certain information provided about
Tecumsen and his brother Tenskwatawa by the Shanes was
overstated or false. The statements would seem to reflect
an attempt by the Shanes, a metis and a Christian Delaware,
at seif-justification and revenge. They attempted to
associate the metis with physical attractiveness and, more
impoftantly with Tecumseh, a Native-American leader admired
by both Indians and whites. In the Shane account, Tecumseh
was dissociated from his brother’s movement which rejected
intermarriage and persecuted Christian Indians, while

16
Tenskwatawa was demonlized.
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The Shanes claimed Tecumseh was a metis. According to

;nelf account Tecumseh’s paternal grandfather was white, a

;glalm rejected py Drake and modern historians. The Shanes
&

alsc claimed Mamate, mcther of Tecumseh’s scn, Pacheta, was

;a metis. Mamate and other metis women werelgescribed by the

_snanes as the most pbeautiful in the tribe.

Tenskwatawa, the Shawnee Prophet, received heavy abuse

Tfrom the Shanes. While historical accounts did not show

~ the Prophet in a sympathetic manner, the Shanes exceeded

ghem in their vituperaticn of the religious leader who had

Shreatenecd their llves together. His rellgious doctrine

rejected intermarriage and demanded Indians leave their

Bhilte or metis mates and children. The Prophet’s wiltch-hunt

among the Delaware that led to the executions of

Christian members of the tribe, must have cutraged

Lamateshe, wncse Delaware grancmether hac teen a Christian

18

- and who, herself, had been recently baptized.

The Shanes may have viewed favorably certain peliefs

Spread by Tenskwatawa. The narrative described the

Prophet s attempt toc encourage temperance and a return to a

Simpler life-style in sympathetic terms. At the time,

“ilcohol and white cultural Intrusion were threatening to =
1

Break down the llfestyle of the reglon’s Natlve Amerlcans.

The Shanes had nothing else positive to report cn

Tenskwatawa.>ﬁe was described as a "buffoon" and a

o
‘rdGCelver " who was both a coward and a hypocrite. At times

they Seemed tc be describing the prototype for some of our
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are disreputable present-day evangelists. According tec the
B rative the Prophet claimed the power tc heal the sick,

.nen became wealthy by charging excessively for the service.
) .

-ne Shanes, alsc, claimed that after Tenskwatawa cemanded
nat Indians leave white and metis mates, he took metis

semen as lcvers because they were the most beautiful women
20

the tribe.

According to the Shanes, Tecumseh never accepted his
srother ’s philosophy. Rather, he cnly used him tc further
his plan tc organize an Indlan confederation tc oppose
BMerican expansionism. According tc the narrative Tecumseh

attempted tc kiil hls brother on two occasions. In 1805,

Jsnen Tenskwatawa began preaching, Tecumseh threatened his

t

Plfe for being a false prophet, put relented anc deciced to

‘use the mcvement for his own purpose. .

The second time Tecumseh threatened the Prophet’s life
was after the Ihdlan movement defeat in The Battle of
Tippecanoce in 1811. Tecumseh blamed the Prophet for the
;€§s. Tenskwatawa had been told by his brother to avoid
Sattle with the Americans forces while Tecumseh was gone on
lfrecruiting trip for the movement. With Tecumseh absent
Prophet encouraged his followers to attack the nearby
"“rican army, led by William Henry Harrison. Tenskwatawa
;Jomlsed to "shroud them in darkness" and to "shake the
"8Cth' to frighten the Americans. - The protections failed to

Materialize ang the Indians were defeated. Tecumseh

f€turned to find his movement nearly destroyed. He again
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jented from his death threat, but from that time on

renskwatawa was relegated to a secondary rcle in the
; 2

: At .
yeme 3

The account of the second threat was accepted

I'y Drake and mcdern biographer Russeil David Edmunds,

wnile the first incident with its active renunciation by
i@cumseh cf his brother’s philosophy was not used. Neither
rbiographef mentioned the Shanes’ charges against the Prophet
';bf charging for healing or of taking metis lovers, doubting
:Ehis reliapility to desribe cbjectively many aspects of

'

.‘TenSKwa:awa’s l1ife.

| The Shanes” description of Tecumsen’s actlions during
the War cf 1812 cdemcnstrated again their efforts to
ingratiate themselves with the Americans and f{o vindicate
Anthcony’s change of lcyalties in 1795. According to their
gnarrative, by Septemper, 1813, Tecumsen was ready to
abandon his alliance wlth the English, "embittered by

. British perfidy." The British had been sacrificing his
warriors in battle while protecting their own forces. They
had failed to provide the Indians with needed supplies and
lled to the tribesmen about the course of the war, failing
- to disclose their naval defeat at Put-in-Bay and their plan
to retreat toc Canada. According tc Shane, Tecumseh planned
- oW to become neutral, while white fought white. He was
fper8uaded to.stay In the alllance by the Sioux and the

”chlpPeWa. western Indians, whom he had encouraged to join

-fhe alliance, and who felt Tecumseh had abandoned them .
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saying no faith in his British allles and knowing hls cause

a5 lost, he prepared for his death at the Battie of
¥ 24

4oraviantown.
- [

Desplte the Shanes’ claim, Tecumseh was not ready to
(,andon his aliiance, although he did resent British
eatment of their Indian allles. A speech made by Tecumseh
septemper 18, 1813, cenflicted with those opinions.
General Henry Proctdr, British commander, informed an Indian
council of the United States victory in the Battle of
Bt-in-Bay, six days after he recelved the information. In
gespcnse tc American contrcl of Lake Erie and the consiaught
of an army uncer the command of Willlam Henry Harrison,
PPpoctor planned to withdraw his forces into Canada. He
@sked the Inaians tc Jjoin the retreat and aid in the defense
éf Canada, while ne promised to keep them supplied if they
25
Einued their suppecrt.

Tecumsenh’s reply, considered an cutstanding example cf

.ﬂfanaga. Tecumseh claimed their forces were not defeated.
fie wanted the British to make one more stand before
‘thfeating into Canada, but he did not talk of leaving the
British. He'promised, though, to join the retreat if
E*feated. He pushed for more aggressive action toward his

Sreat enemies, the Americans. When the strategic situation
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;as explalned {c Tecum;gh by Proctor, his forces jolned the
retreat into Canaca.
Modern schelar John Sugden, in‘Tec' sen’s Last St ’
examines Shane’s claim that the Indian leader planned to
apandon the British. He points out Shane was not present on
the occasicns menticned and was passing on "hearsay.’
- gugden explains that Tecumseh had nothing tc gain by leaving
his only allies who could aid him in resisting the American
27
to his people’s lancd anc way of life.
Shane’s identificaticn of Tecumseh’s body and his
Statements (o Benjamin Drake and others cn the cdeath of the
Indian ieader involved the (nterpreter in a continuing
controversy. The question of who killled Tecumseh wouid be
disputed pbeginning scon after his death as many participants
in the battle claimed the honor. Drake would use a full
chapter of his biography of Tecumseh tc discuss the
question. The argument continues intc the present as John
Sugden in his 1985 book, Tecumsen’s Last Stand, also set
aside a chapter for that purpose. Neither author could
Clearly establish who killed the Indian leader. Drake was
Most sympathetic to the case presented by the supporters cf
William Whitley who himself was killed in the Battle of
Moraviantown. Sugden felt the strongest evidence w;g
Presented by the supporters of Richard M. Johnson.
JohnsonAwas a leading political figure of the post war

Périod, cne of the crop of heroes produced by the war, such

8S Andrew Jackson and William Henry Harrison. Already well
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nown D the prewar era in his hcme state c¢f Kentucky,
johnsSon nad been elected to Congress In 1806. During the
;hr ne hacd kept his Congressional seat while commancing a
.giment of mounted voclunteers. Jchnson continued to serve
the House until 1819. He then-left for the Senate, where

served from 1819 untll 1829. Losing the Senate seat, he

returned to the House. A supporter and close friend of

3
-

Ancrew Jackson, Joenhnson was used as a "personal agent' on
qelicate issues py the President. Martin Van Buren was
Bressured oy Andrew Jackson and cther western Democrats intc
gccepting Jonnscon as his running mate in 1836. Johnscn, a
lentuckian, was to "balance the ticket" for the New Yorker
Wan Buren. The killing of Tecumseh, Johnsen’s major claim to
etional reputation, pecame an electicn issue,-as the
rhyme "'Rumpsey, Dumpsey. Colcnel Johnson killed Tecumsen”

b

repeated by Johnson supporters. His oppcnents, of
course, attacked the assertion. =

Cleveriy, Jchnson, over the years, had nct cpenly
Claimed to have killed Tecumseh, although he dicd say he had
#HIed an Indian whc attacked him during the pbattle.

Johnson usec his supporters to advance his case. Shane’s
ldentification of Tecumseh and his other testimony provided
“ajor support for the Johnson claim. His identification of
the Body, which had been questioned, placed Tecumseh in a
Part of the pattlefield where Johnson was fighting. His

S€Scription of Tecumseh’s clothing, regular buckskin dress

Yith a pPlume on his head, matched the description given by
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jtnesses. Shane’s description of Tecumsen’s wound would

2150 support the Johnson case. He described the wound as

pelng caused by one balil and three buckshots which matched
the load used by Johnscn. According tc Shane, Tecumseh had

an entrance wouna in the middle of nis chest and an exit

wound at his packbone between the hips. The angie o¢f

trajectory would indicate Tecumseh had been shot by a
: " 30
horseman. Johnson had been mounted.

William Emmons, a Johnscn supporter, alsc used Shane as

.

@ source tc support his argument for the Colionel’s claim in

nis Aut’
fentucky, published in 1834. The Reverend Obediah Brown,

Bnother Johnson partisan, had a letter published in the (836
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Kentuckv, in which ne used the Shane evidence to su

la)
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por
nis case. He alsc said that Shane.be};eved Johnson had
killed Tecumseh. Shane had died on June 11, 1834, before
Publicaticn of Emmons’ bock in July, 1834 or the date of
Brown‘s letter to Butler, September, 1834, He z?s thus
& Witness who could not deny their statements. i

In contrast Drake attacked the use of Shane as a
Witness. He described his own major source as a man who
jSUbstained through life, a character for integrity,"
»‘lthOUQh he had rejected parts of "the Shane Narrative,"
Anrake Presented testimony to contradict the statement

_preSented by Brown. In his biography of Tecumseh he cited a

ltter from Major William Ollver of Cincinnati, who had
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nown Shane since 1806. He visited Shane at "the second
~rossing of the St. Mary’s (Shanesville) in 1819. In a
;onversation about the Battlie of Mpraviantown Shane tola
éqlver of his two brother-in-laws’ repcrt that Tecumsen had
reen killed by a private in the Kentucky trocps. Private
avid King of Jchnson’s regiment had claimed to have killed

the Indian leader. Drake also wrote that Shane had told

.

n Jonnston cf Plqua and cthers that Tecumseh did not
32
¢all by the hanas c¢f Richarc M. Johnson.

Was Brown’s clalm that Shane identified Jonnson true?
October 27, 1834, Richarc W. Cummins, Indian Agent for
lBhe Northern Agency of the Western Territory and Anthony
#8hane’s employer, replied to a letter from Mann Butler.
informed Butler that Shane had died on June 1. To the
guesticn cf the ceath ¢f Tecumseh, the Indian agent hac
heard Shane say "he had no doubt but what Colonel R. M.
;ohnson kiiled Tecumseh." His belief was based con the
I% scription of the man who killed Tecumseh given by Indians.

33
It matched Coclcne! Jchnson.
Shane had gocd reason to suppert Johnscn’s story.
vehnson, as chairman of the House Committee on Military
’iffairs, had urged Congress to give Shane his criginal 320-
8Cre land donation on the St. Mary’s, Shane’s Grant, in
1815, Johnsgn’s influence iﬁ Indian affairs could be
Valuable tc Shane in obtaining government employment. It

Johnson who had sent Drake to interview Shane. In an

YUCtober 21, 1821 letter to Drake, Johnson wrote of Shane’s
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e F 1 §
owledge of the life of Tecumseh, and claimed there was no
i 1 ¢

who cculd provide more accurate information.® 34

ne
Shane had demeonsirated throughout his interview that he
as very willing to use his testimony to advance his own
nterests. Much of the information provided by Shane would

s of great use in studying the life of Tecumseh, but
ections of the interview were almost certainly used by

shane for self-justication, revenge, ancd personal

gvancement.
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napter O "Intended for

he Indians":
Emmigraticn

~
rii
4

By the early 1820s, Anthony Shane had beccme a large

e-featured man {n his fifties, and was referred {o by

, S
fe ocal )

aenjamin Drake as "0Old Antheny Shaﬁe“. Shane, as most metis
»¢ the perlicd, preferred Indlan dress, especlially buckskin.
although & llngulst who spoke flve Indlan languages and
French, his English wasAheavily accented. Popular with pboth
Americans anc Indians, "Captain® Shane was nonetheless a
sraggart who overstated his military accomplishments and

] ; t vy " H 8 rs ~ 3
‘OUIG pring cul nis citalicon from Longress I8 sSnow pass:

b

o
+ =2

-

Pavel.ers. ne lnterpreter was a caring huspand who worrcied
that captism oy tctal immersion wouid hurt his wife’s

$ragile health, and whe put his wife’s name as cc-cwner of

hane llved with hls extended family on his reservation
north cof Shanesville. According to the 1820 census, the
househcld included Shane, his wife, Lamateshe, a son and two
Qaughters under six years of age, as well as two ycung men
Whe were probably a son and a stepson of Shane’s., Three
_indlans, described by the census as unnaturallzed

f°re}gners, also lived with the family. The three Indians
?éfe not considered American citizens by the law of the
time, sut the Shanes were listed in the census as white

Cltizens éveh though Anthony was a metis and Lamateshe
i 2
Delaware.
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puring the time of transition to American dominance of
The area, the Shanes’ actions reflected an attempt to
;ccommodate the new majority while advancing the family’s
sconcmic interests. The interpretgf had furthered these
Luals by serving in the military and aiding in treaty
éegotiations for which he had been rewarced with lana.
;grtions cf the carefully selected land claims were platted
to increase their value for sale to incoming white settlers.
Wnhile accommedating the whites, the Shanes were highly
selective in accepting any form of acculturation from the
@ewly cominant Americans. Shane’s wife played the major rcle
In the family's relationship with white cuiture. Although
troupled by pocor health, Lamateshe was a woman ©of strong
gharacter whose bellefs would be demonstrated in the
family’'s !lifestyle choices during the pericd. The Shanes’
interview py Benjamin Drake reflected many of Lamateshe’s

vaiues, especially in the stated sympathy for Tenskwatwa’s
lifestyle. In contrast, the interview showed strong
‘oppositicn to the Prophet’s anti-metis and anti-Christian

|

"Philocscphny. lthough Lamateshe was a firm believer in

~ @Mong other Indians. The Shane family, while doing business
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1pgians cf the region. McCcy was a Baptist misslonary to

pe Indlans and, for a time, an Indian agent. Born In 1784,

McCoy ©egan preaching in Vincennes, Indiana. In 1817, he
was appolnted missionary to the Indlans of the Wabash

?alleY and began coperating his mission from Fort Wayne.
‘@ater, he established a mission and schecol at Carey,
Michigan for the Potawatom! Tribe. He became convinced that
the only way to save the Indlans of the reglon from the
sestructive influen;es cf white culture was to remove the
tripes tc west ¢f the Mississipp! River. MNcCocy became a

cf the polley of removal, both among

@

jeading aQvVoCal
éndians themselves and to the United States Congress.

| The Shanes had met McCoy at his mission in Fert Wayne.
 §lthough Anthony was Cathollic, Lamateshe with her

:ﬁoravian religious background was interested in taliking with
-ﬁ?otestant missicnaries. Later, McCoy wouid write to the

‘,

.Jome in Shanesville. After hearing a sermon and prayer by
_Ihe minister that closely matched the teachings of her
1fll'oravlan grancdmother, Lamateshe considered conversion to the
;Baptist Church. The solace the Christian falth provided her
:'n Overcoming the grief from the death of her youngest son
'F?Used Lamateshe to request McCoy baptize her. Anthony was
;thCKed oy the Baptist practice of total immersion and
,?gared the p;ocedure.would ruin Lamateshe’s already delicate
{ealth. McCoy was able to reassure him that the baptism

5]
ld do her no harm.
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Lamateshe, while a strong supporter of missionary
activities, resisted attempts by whites tc use Christianity
‘to ¢orce acculturation on her and her pecple. Before she had
Jolned the Baptists, representatives of other denominations
had attempted to recrult Lamateshe and her family. She
joined McCey’s church because it was "Intended for the
Indians“ as the Mcoravian missions had ceen. Later, when she
was rebuked by a white Baptist for wearing trinkets Iin her

ears, she replied:

"My rellgicn is not In my ears, it is |
My heart is nc mcre affected by the Jjewels
—~s a

4

»
-

than is py any other part of my dress. Nevertheless,
I wiil converse with the missionaries, and {f they say
it is wreng tc wear them, I will put them away.!

The Baptist missionaries at Fort Wayne with an uncderstanding
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for the Incdians’ cuiture, d

£ashion con thelr converts.

Pose

The Shane and McCoy families established a friendship
which was especially stirong between Isaac and Lamateshe,
whom the missionary greatly admired for her strong falth.‘
Anthony acted as an agent for McCoy In his cdealings with the
Shanesville merchants, and the Shangs provided informatlion
Bl tribal social customs to McCoy. /

After 1821, whiie the white population of the area
“ 0und Shanesviile rapidly increased, the town’s growth
~ Stagnated in the early 1820s. In 1824, William H. Keating
~ describeg Shanesvll]e as having only one family In

bfesldence. The sale of lots was slow untll Samuel Hanna,

7?ames Barnett, and Richard Britton, Fort Wayne land



&”ecu]atofs, purchased thirty of the forty-two lots In

pﬁanesViiie and all the land in Shane’s Crant cutside the

;iatted area. Shane had been pald $800 by the speculators
knd made a total of $1C5C for the 820 acres c¢f Shane’s grant
;ncludlng Shanesville. At a time when government land scld
for 81 .25 an acre, Shane, by foresight Fn selecticn of hlils
jand clalm and in plattigg the town, had more than doubled
the value of hils lapd.

The Shane famlly was affected by the grewing internal
cripal viclience that was a leading cause of ceath among the
Indlans of the region curling the societal breakdown of the
pest-war period. Sackacha, Shane’s son, killed another
indian over a game of moccassin, which was similar to the
shell came. Retaliation was preventec by Shane’s
ir%puta:icn. long negotiations, and the payment of
fepara:icns, wnich included thirteen ponies, five blankets,

@ome silver brocches and a silver bracelet. Indian cultural
?

among the Ottawas, Anthony’s mother’s pecple. Willlam
‘?blke, Isaac McCovy’s brother—in-law, had peen selected to

Start a new mission at Grand Rapids, Michigan for the

1€ position of interpreter was one of importance. James
llnley, a missionary to the Wyandot tribes of Ohio, wrote in

A1s book Life Among the Indians, that the lack of
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qualified interpreters was "the greatest obstruction to the

unlversial spread of the Gospel among the American
; 10

Ingians.’

In 1823, the Shanes moved to the Potawatcomi mlssion at
carey» Michigan, where Pclke was organizing his mission to

the Ottawas. After several months of preparation Polke

resignec nis ccmmission, pecause he clalmed his salary would
pot support his family. With Polke’s resignation the plan
$c start & mission collapsed, and Shane was left without

employment. In 1824, Shane left Carey for Shanesvilile
Bmbitterec by his treatment by the Baptists. McCoy would
Nlater c¢laim to have been unaware cof the promises Polke had
mace toc the interpreter, but Shane bore a grudge against
Polke and McCoy. The interpreter would complain to
the tribes cf Chlic of the mlissionaries’ broken promises.
The Shanes returned to thelr reservation in Chio, but
‘would not remaln there. In the mid-1820s the government
Presuaded some members of the Shawnee and Delaware trlkes
to migrate to Missour! and Kansas Territory. By the early
~ 1830s, the two tribes had left Ohio and cother tribes of the
fegion would follow. If the family wanted to continue

to live among Indians and 1f Anthony were to use his skills
@S an interpreter, the Shanes would have tc jein the
Migration across the Mississippi. Local historians described
the Shanes as having left the state in 1832 as part of the

fina] migration of the Shawnees from the nearby Wapakoneta
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McCoY and Willlam Clark showed the Shanes leaving the state
at an earlier date. In 1827 and 1828, Shane traveled west
V1U1trlbai leaders to examine their proposed resecvations
ﬁn Missouri and Kansas. By Septenmber, 1828, the Shane
¢amily was living in a Shawnee village on the
gansas-!Missour! borcer. In October, Isaac McCoy, who was
surveying the reservation lands for the United States
government, met with the Interpreter. The two reconclled,
and Shane aided McCoy In his mission of estapllshing

‘pouncarlies for the new reservatlions. It appears llke;y

'
BNat Lamateshe played a role In the reconclliation.
Although he gave nc expianation, John Johnston, former
|
Bert Wayne Indian agent, claimed Shane left Ohioc in

Bfdlsrepute,” vet the Interpreter continued to have the trust
©of the Indians ancd was empiocyed by government Incian agents
as an interpreter. In 1829, Shane was hired oy William
Clark, Superintendant of Indian Affalirs, to serve as
Interpreter for the renegotlatlion of the 1817 treaty between
vthe Delaware and United States government. Misscuri

" Settlers and politicians had pressurecd the government to
Move the newly located tribe from Missouri tc Kansas

A

Territory. Shane alded In persuading the Delaware to

~aCcept a $1000 annuity and various gifts to leave the state.
fiater, Shane would serve as a witness for the disbursement

13

' Of the goods and money to the tribe.
.

In 1830, Shane was employed as an interpreter for the

I~"I)elawaLz-e-Shawnee Indian Agency in the Kansas Territory by
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agent Eichard Cummins. For 240 the interpreter was to
attend all counclls at the agency, to accompany Indlans
meet1n9 with the agent, and to witness the issuling of
provisions. He was also to serve @s a messenger for the
agent and to "observe and restrain, when necessary the
conduct of the Indlans." Shane’s services for the United
‘gtates since in 1795 had prepared him well for his positiocon
‘at the Kansas Agency as an interpreter, messenger, and spy.
He took part in several treaty signings including a major
peace treaty negotlated by the United States geovernment %o

lenc the warfare petween the oic tripes of Kansas Territcry
14

BWes rich in irony. Isaac McCoy wished to establish a
Baptist missicn and schogol on the Shawnee reservation.
Bhane packed McCoy’s effort to win tribal support for his

preject. McCoy also had support from an unexpected source,
5 .

fTenskwatawa. The Prophet had remained in Canada after his
%brother’s death, until his relationship with the British

- SOurecd. The American government allowed him to return,
:hOPlng to use his influence in persuading the tripbes to mcve
.tO the west. He supported the removal and joined the
Shawnee exodus in 1826. While living on the Kansas
feservation the Prophet’s following steacily diminished.

He hoped to regain his influence among the tribe by

4
-SUPporting McCoy. The missicn was approved, but distrust of

the Prophet contlnued. By the time of his death in 1836,
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15
,1most all his followers had deserted him.

with the reconciliation of Isaac McCoy with Shane, the

gamllies reestablished friendcly re}ations. Wnile living at
the agency, Delilah Lykins, McCoy’s daughter and the wife cof
a missionary herseif, met the Shane family and was impressed
y thelr character. She was, however, shocked DYy the
amily’s interest in Mormonism. While in Kansas Territory
the Shanes had contéct with a Mormon missionary and kbecame
jnterestec in converting to Mormonism. The religion
peiievecd that the Inalans were descended from one c¢f (ne
fest tripes of Israel and that Christ had appeared to the
tripes after his resurrection. Mormonism wculd have peen
@ttractive to the Shanes pecause cf the direct involvement
@f the Indians in the church’s doctrine, but the Shane
family remained Baptists. It seems likely that Lamateshe’s
telationship with Isaac McCov was a major factor in the

16

family s choice.

- In the 1820s, as settlers crowded into west central
Ohic and viclence affected the Shanes’ relaticns with their
Ingian neighpors,’ the family had chosen tc find & new hcme
among the tribes of the Old Nerthwest. It would be a place

ﬁhefe Lamateshe could practice her religion and Anthony

foulc find employment using his skill as an interpreter.
After the falled attempt to begin the Ottawa Misslon, the

'?Hnes Joined the tribal exodus to the west to find the life

they wanted.

After playing a centrér.role in many of the major
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events in the first sixty years cof relaticns between the
-tfibes of the Oid Northwest and the United States, Anthony
shane, in nis mid-sixties, died Jupe 11, 1834. Lamateshe
was still living on the reservation in 1839, and accerding
+o Issac McCc¥% setting an example of Chrisitian faith for
ner people. i

As with most metis, Anthony Shane had preferred to
Jive his life among‘the Indians. He had married a Delaware
anc raised his children as Indians. The preference for the
Native AZmerican life had come not cnly from his Ottawa
mother, out from nis French-Canadian father who had chosen
tc work and live among the Indians.

As a metis Shane was a memper of group that was not
sure cf full acceptance bty either the Indian cr Americam
society. Althougnh normally accepted by the tripes of the
area Shane could remember the popularity cf Tenskwatwa’'s
movement that rejected mixed marriages and their issue.
Racial prejudice against Indians and metis was a major
feature of white American society. Throughout his life Shane
demonstirated cegrees of foresight, self-aggrandizement, anc
Survivability necessary for a metis to prosper in the
fFOntler Oid Northwest of the late eighteenth and early
Nineteenth century. Shane alsoc had learned from his
French-Canadian father and uncles to use his language
Skllls to advance his self-interest.

With the ‘a11ure of the British to support the Indian

f°r°es after their defeat at-Fallen Timbers in 1?94 Shane,
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;eaiiZing the United States would be the dominant power in
¢ne Cic Morthwest, switched his loyalties toc the Americans,
whom he would continue to serve intermittently for the rest
of his life. His loyvaity in the War of 1812 brought him

fxnanciai rewards and :he positive dispesition ¢f the many

| 4
settiers and thelir leaders, who would normally pe prejudiced

against a metis.

Although Shane’s reliabillty as a witness to the events
of Tecumseh’s 1ife can be queﬁﬁioned, he maintained the
itrust of mcst whites and Indians. Large portions of the
Bntercreter's anc his wife“s testimeny con Tecumseh and
Tenskwatawa were self-serving and ¢f questicnable
reliapility. DBesides advancing the ccuple’s personal

Pel lefs, the testimeny lngratlated Shane to Richard Johnson.

But in his dealings with the United States gcvernment, the

U]

~Indlans and the local settlers, Shane was considered
trustworthy.

In the post-war period Shane demonstrated foresight and
industry, traits most American settlers did not apply to
Metis. He selected a potentially valuable site, then used
:his pelitical ccnnecticons and language skills tc have the
S0vernment grant him cwnership or control of 960 acres at
;this key location. By farming, operating a trading post,
@nd platting a town Shane had prepared to take economic
8dvantage of the Influx of white settlers.

As the area changed Shane and his family made the

hoice to continue to live among the Indians by Jjolining
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the migration cf the Indians of the 0Old Northwest tc
rEServations west of the Mississippi. Although he was more

successful in dealing with Americans than most of the
metis cf the 0Oid Northwest, Shane,ﬁwith his preference for
the Incdian iifestyle, reflected the basic choi&e made by the
majerity of metis cf the region. A study of the life of
Anthony Shane gives an examlnation of the life of a metis,

a member of an historically lignored, but impertant minority

In the Oid Northwest.
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