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According to legend the Acadian maid, Emmeline Labiche
of St. Martinsville, Louisiana was the original maid of Long-
fellow's immortal ‘“Evangeline.” The Evangeline oak marks
the landing place of the Acadians on their arrival from Nova
Scotia and tradition claims_it was also the appointed meeting
place of Evangeline and Gabriel. Emmeline Labiche died of
a broken heart and was buried in the church yard of St. Martins-
ville Catholic Church; over her grave there is a monument to
“Evangeline’’ posed by Dolores Del Rio, the actress, who
portrayed the Acadian maid in the screen version of the poem.
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