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What does YSU’s future hold?
By Nicholas Bianco 
Jambar Contributor

Youngstown State University has been around for 
over 100 years, but it might not be around for 100 
more.

According to Youngstown State University’s Pre-
liminary Fall Term Enrollment Summary, there were 
15,194 full-time students enrolled in 2010 and 11,072 
full-time students in 2022, the lowest in its history. 

Despite the drop, some YSU administration mem-
bers are optimistic on what the future holds for the 
university. 

Mike Sherman, vice president of YSU Student 
Affairs, Institutional Effectiveness and board pro-
fessional, said the future for YSU is bright be-
cause of the degree programs the campus of-
fers.                                                                                                                                                      

“We’re going to be positioned in the region to be on 
everybody’s career success pathway,” Sherman said. 

Sherman also said YSU has a strategic plan, which 
can be found on the YSU’s Strategic Planning web-
site. Student futures, lifelong learning, academic dis-
tinction, the discovery of knowledge and collective 
impact in the region must join together for the plan 
to work.  

“There’s the faculty, there’s the staff [and] there’s 
the leadership, and we all have to work together to 
implement the strategies of our plan for strategic 
actions to take charge of our future because we all 
contribute to the success of the plan,” Sherman said. 
“We’ve gotten to where we’re at with the best faculty 
staff, great students and an outstanding leadership 
team.”  

By Christopher Gillett
The Jambar

Americans in several states can go to the polls Tuesday, 
Nov. 7 to vote on a variety of elections including federal 
and local offices as well as state-wide referendums.

Ohioans will vote on two state-wide referendums — Is-
sue 1 and Issue 2 — along with several local elections. Both 
issues need approval from 50% of voting Ohioans to pass.

If passed, Issue 1 would enshrine access to reproduc-
tive medical care, such as abortion and contraceptives, by 
making it a part of the Ohio state constitution.

Issue 2 would legalize marijuana for recreational use for 
those 21 and over, alongside its growth, possession, sale, 
regulation and taxation. Issue 2 is not a constitutional 
amendment, but would instead revise the Ohio Revised 
Code.

Summaries and arguments in favor or against both is-
sues can be found in the issues report released by the sec-
retary of state.

More information about local elections and referen-
dums that affect Mahoning County can be found on the 
Mahoning County Board of Elections website.

To find out where you can vote, visit the Ohio secretary 
of state’s website. After clicking on the appropriate county, 
type out the registered street address.

Upcoming
election next 
Tuesday 
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Sherman said the new “Know Y” brand 
will increase YSU’s visibility to potential 
students and families. 

Neal McNally, YSU’s chief financial of-
ficer, said YSU competes with other state 
and national universities and programs. 
The challenge for YSU is holding on to its 
market share and making the university 
an attractive option for prospective stu-
dents. 

“If we learned one thing over the last 
five years, it’s just how quickly things can 
change,” McNally said. “When you throw 
in the online elements, we’re basically 
competing with universities all over the 
country.”

Despite wanting to draw in more stu-
dents, McNally said there is a plan to de-
crease the physical size of YSU buildings. 

“[The Zoldan Center] is a major project 
that will intentionally and deliberately 
reduce square footage, so the new zone 
center will be smaller by about 30,000 
square feet.” 

McNally said maintenance and energy 
costs were the top reasons for decreasing 
YSU’s physical size.  

“We saw a $1.2 million increase in our 
janitorial service contract. We consume a 
lot of electricity and energy by operating 
a lot of buildings, but a lot of our build-
ings aren’t fully at capacity.” 

McNally said YSU can be successful 
despite its declining enrollment. 

“We could be a university of 9,000 or 

10,000 or smaller and be a successful 
university with successful outcomes,” 
McNally said.  

McNally said YSU should reach these 
goals over the next five years and he’s 
placing his trust in the board of trustees 
and the administration to reach these 
goals.  

Brien Smith, provost and vice presi-
dent for Academic Affairs, said YSU will 
continue to explore ways to maximize 
students’ success and explained new ad-
ditions to the campus. 

“We have a new director in our career 
area, and we’re upgrading our mental 
health facilities to be able to address stu-
dent needs,” Smith said. 

Smith said those with additional con-
cerns can speak to their academic advi-
sors. 

“We continue to take pride in the re-
gion and … how we serve our students,” 
Smith said. “When I use the word part-
ner, we need our students to partner with 
us, having a concern and not reaching 
out is not helpful to the student and it 
doesn’t help us to help you.”  

Despite the general decline, the cam-
pus has seen an increase in internation-
al student enrollment. According to the 
YSU Preliminary Enrollment Summary, 
there were 339 international students 
enrolled in fall 2020. It increased to 561 
students in fall. 

“The reason international student 
numbers are going up is because a plan to 
target international students was imple-
mented,” Sherman said. “It’s a combina-

tion of undergraduate and graduate stu-
dent attraction that really has increased 
international student enrollment.”

McNally said the Recruiting Strategies 
and International Program Office were 
given the task of recruiting international 
students.  

Smith said the university conducted 
studies which showed where potential 
YSU international students are in the 
world, as well as what graduate programs 
are in demand.

“We found a group of students that are 
very interested in such things like grad-
uate education and computer science,” 
Smith said. “Through appropriate mar-
keting and recruitment, we were able to 
bring many more graduate students to 
the campus this year.”  

“We continue to 
take pride in the 

region and ... how 
we serve our 

students,”
— Brien Smith  

Provost and vice president for 
Academic Affairs
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Veterans Resource Center hosting Thank You Breakfast
By Tala Alsharif

The Jambar

The Veterans Resource Center is hosting a Veterans 
Thank You Breakfast on Nov. 8 in honor of Veterans 
Day at Youngstown State University in the Rossi Room 
located in Kilcawley Center. 

Patrick “Rick” Williams, associate director of Veteran 
Affairs, said the event is open to all students and faculty.

“You don’t have to be a veteran,” Williams said.  “It 
can be any student [or] faculty member who just wants 
to come and honor veterans … it’s free of charge, you 
just have to sign up for the event.”

This year, Veterans Day falls on Saturday, Nov. 11 and 
the university will be closed Friday, Nov. 10.

Veterans Day was established Nov. 11, 1918, when a 
cessation of hostilities went into effect between the Al-
lied powers and Germany in World War I, according to 
the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs. 

Williams said Veterans Day not only celebrates those 
who lost their lives but everyone who has served. 

“We’re celebrating everyone who has served our coun-
try … whether they’re still in the service [or] whether 
they’re no longer in the service,” Williams said. 

Williams, along with his assistant director, Jaesson 
Lujan, will also speak at local high schools for Veterans 
Day assemblies. 

Williams also collaborates with Kiel Jones, the veter-

ans representative for the Student Government Associa-
tion, working with him on different initiatives regarding 
veteran affairs.

Jones serves as a liaison between student veterans 
and SGA and also helps student veterans that face chal-
lenges. 

Jones said Veterans Day gives the community an op-
portunity to appreciate all the veterans that attend YSU 
and he thinks of all the people who still serve today. 

“I think about my brothers … [and] my actual blood 
brother who is currently serving,” Jones said. “So, for 
me, I think about all the people who are still there to-
day.” 

Williams said he’s proud of the university’s Veterans 
Resource Center as YSU is one of three universities in 
Ohio with a free-standing veterans center. 

“We consider ourselves very fortunate to be one of 
those three universities,” Williams said. “We like to 
think of ourselves as a one stop for the student veter-
ans.”

Williams said service members who served in the mil-
itary for years can face challenges transitioning to uni-
versity life.

“They are a little older than the average college stu-
dent … so it’s a little bit more difficult for them to make 
that transition,” Williams said. “We work with those 
students to try and make that transition smoother.”

Jones agreed and said it can be a challenge going back 

to university and being older than other students. 
“[It] might be a challenge just getting used to … go-

ing back to school but also being … older,” Jones said. 
“You’re going to have to step [in] and kind of be a role 
model in every class you’re in.”

The Veterans Resource Center guides veterans 
through the admissions process by helping them fill out 
applications and getting their high school transcripts.

“Once they become a student, then we really get in-
volved with … setting them up with a good advisor, 
someone who’s going to lead them down the right path 
for the degree they want to pursue,” Williams said.

Student veterans can get tutoring, use the computer 
lab located downstairs of the Veterans Resource Cen-
ter and relax in the lounge where they can meet other 
veterans. 

For students interested in volunteering at the Office of 
Veterans Affairs, visit it at the Veterans Resource Center 
located at 633 Wick Ave. You can also call (330) 941-
2503 or email veterans@ysu.edu. Students can stop by 
the Veterans Resource Center for any questions or as-
sistance. 

Students can also contact Kiel Jones at his student 
email, kjones14@student.ysu.edu. To register for the 
Veterans Thank you Breakfast, fill out the form found 
under the Student Affairs Calendar. 

Endowed history: Remembering the Holocaust
By Elizabeth Coss and Christopher Gillett

The Jambar

Over 100 Youngstown State University students and 
staff traveled to the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington D.C. on Oct. 22 to reflect on its 
effects throughout history.

For almost 15 years, the trip has been sponsored by 
the Mr. and Mrs. William B. Clayman Judaic and Holo-
caust Studies Endowment Agreement through the YSU 
Foundation. 

The Clayman Endowment funds more than the annu-
al trip to the Holocaust Museum, including the profes-
sorships, programs and activities of YSU’s Judaic and 
Holocaust Studies Program. 

Jesse McClain, an adjunct English professor and the 
Holocaust liaison for the Jewish Community Center, 
said William and Hilda Clayman created the endow-
ment in honor of the YSU professor who founded YSU’s 
Judaic and Holocaust Studies Program. 

“[The Clayman’s] were very close to a professor at 
YSU — Saul Friedman,” McClain said. “To honor Dr. 
Friedman, and to keep the memory of the Holocaust 
alive, the Clayman family did an endowment to YSU for 

that purpose … one of the parts of it was getting stu-
dents at YSU to have the experience of going to the Ho-
locaust Museum.”

The endowment fully funds the trip and students can 
travel for $25. After the trip, the money collected is 
pooled back into the endowment.

One student on the trip, Donald Vanhorn, a junior 
telecommunication sports broadcasting major, said 
learning about the atrocities overwhelmed him.

“It really made me emotional going through the mu-
seum … All these people died for what?” Vanhorn said. 
“It just made me so sick that humans would want to do 
this to other human beings.”

Vanhorn said seeing the immensity of the Holocaust 
was surreal.

“I never really got to take in the Holocaust as it was. 
You’re learning about it in your social studies class [in] 
middle school and high school. They’re telling you about 
it, but you don’t get to really [delve] into what it’s really 
about. And I didn’t actually get to [delve] into it until we 
got to the actual museum,” Vanhorn said.

McClain explained the trip is sponsored primari-
ly through the Beeghly College of Liberal Arts, Social 
Sciences & Education and the International Programs 

Office. He said the trip is a great way for collaboration 
between the two. 

“[The trip] is a lot. The International Programs Office 
— they couldn’t be nicer, they couldn’t be more accom-
modating — it’s wonderful to work with them,” McClain 
said. 

Nicholas DuBos, coordinator for International Stu-
dent Services, said the trip is not only impactful for 
American students, but international students who can 
experience the museum and Washington D.C.

Both McClain and DuBos said learning from the Ho-
locaust Museum was important for learning how other 
genocides can be prevented. 

“It’s easy to see something like that could always hap-
pen again in a country if … things are going the way they 
did in Germany in the 1920s and ‘30s,” DuBos said. “If 
you look around the world, it’s always a possibility for 
something like [the Holocaust] to happen again, but 
[the museum] teaches you lessons.” 

The annual trip takes place every fall semester and is 
open to all students. For more information about the 
Holocaust Museum, visit its website.
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Election
Page 1

Planned Parenthood Generation Action painted the rock in support of Issue 1. Photo by Christopher Gillett / The Jambar

News Brief
Student Activities is sponsoring a speaker presentation on how students can prevent sexual violence through bystander inter-
vention. The event will be presented by Dr. Kevin Reynolds at 5 p.m. on Nov. 5 in the Chestnut Room of Kilcawley Center.

The event will train student leaders on campus about actionable and realistic ways to combat sexual violence. Reynolds will 
educate students on how to make environments and communities safer for everyone.

More information can be found in the Youngstown State University’s Student Affairs’ email that was sent on Oct. 29.

Pennsylvanians are also voting on a new justice for 
the state’s supreme court after Judge Max Baer died. 
Those registered in Pennsylvania can find their polling 
place on the state’s secretary of state website.

Youngstown State University students registered at a 
university dorm or apartment address can find polls at 
either First Presbyterian Church on Wick Avenue or the 
Eugenia Atkinson Recreation Center on Otis Avenue.

The League of Women Voters of Greater Youngstown 
is a nonpartisan organization, which is bringing out reg-
istered voters. Penny Wells, who works with the LWV of 

Greater Youngstown, said voting is important because 
of the people who have sacrificed for it. 

“I was brought up [to believe] that voting was im-
portant and — in the words of Vernon Dahmer, from 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi, who was killed because he was 
willing to pay the poll tax and encourage people to reg-
ister to vote, ‘If you don’t vote, you don’t count,’” Wells 
said. 

Wells also said people who do not vote should not ex-
press their opinions afterwards.

“My feeling is if you don’t get out and vote in any elec-
tion we have — federal, state or local — you really don’t 
have the right to express your opinion,” Wells said.

Wells also founded the Mahoning Valley Sojourn to 

the Past, which has taken a position in favor of Issue 1. 
If interested in the LWV, go to its website. If interest-

ed in Sojourn to the Past, go to its website.

“My feeling is if you don’t get out and vote 
in any election we have – federal, state or 
local – you really don’t have the right to 

express your opinion,”

— Penny Wells  
Founder of Mahoning Valley Sojourn to the Past
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On the air with K8YSU
By Matt Sotlar

The Jambar

Youngstown State University’s amateur radio station 
K8YSU competed in the American Radio Relay League’s 
School Club Roundup from Oct. 16 through Oct. 20. 

The School Club Roundup is a nationwide, ra-
dio-based competition that challenges students in col-
lege, high school and elementary school to contact as 
many as possible radio stations across the world within 
one week. The competition is held each semester, usu-
ally in October and February.

K8YSU is operated by members of the Amateur Radio 
Club, a student-based organization focused on operat-
ing broadband radios and contacting other stations on 
a worldwide basis. Its executive body is composed of a 
president, vice president, treasurer and secretary. 

The COVID-19 pandemic brought the Amateur Radio 
Club to a halt. Sophomore business administration ma-
jor and Amateur Radio Club President Ryan Pribulsky, 
said in the past year he has seen major improvements in 
membership.

“We were down, post-pandemic, to two members in 
the beginning of 2022, and the organization has grown 

from two to about 15 interested members since I be-
came involved,” Pribulsky said. 

K8YSU usually transmits on a daily basis. Pribulsky 
said the station operates on different frequencies using 
equipment to contact parts of the world.

“We are licensed to operate on a variety of frequen-
cies. There is no primary frequency in which we oper-
ate. These radios will go from about seven megahertz, 
we are capable of about 400 megahertz,” Pribulsky said. 

One megahertz has the capability of reaching up to 
300 meters away. The radios at K8YSU can operate at 
a full 1,500 watts — the maximum for amateur radios.

In February, K8YSU scored 6th nationally in the 
School Club Roundup, beating its rival Ohio State Uni-
versity. Pribulsky said distance plays a major factor in 
the competition’s scoring.

“You get a certain number of points per contact, and 
some contacts are worth more than others. Contacting 
school stations, or other amateur radio club stations, 
are worth more points … also getting DX contacts are 
very valuable — DX meaning places outside of the coun-
try,” Pribulsky said.

Among the countries Pribulsky contacted during the 
competition include England, Slovenia, Bulgaria and 

Israel. 
For the fall semester, one of the goals of the Amateur 

Radio Club is to have a new antenna installed on cam-
pus.

“We’re kicking around the idea of putting up another 
big loop antenna — about 800 feet of wire — on top of 
the roof in between the building. So, it would, in a loop, 
run between Moser and Cushwa,” Pribulsky said.

Anyone can join the Amateur Radio Club. Pribulsky 
said students from a variety of majors and programs are 
part of the organization.

“We have people from all majors and backgrounds, 
from economics and business … I would say it’s most-
ly electrical and mechanical engineers … but anyone 
could get involved. There’s no prerequisites, no dues, 
no requirements really, other than an interest in radio,” 
Pribulsky said.

The results of the Roundup are still being calculated 
by the American Radio Relay League.

Those interested in joining Amateur Radio Club can 
attend one of its meetings at 3300 Moser Hall. Meetings 
take place the first and third Monday of each month.

For more information, contact Pribulsky at 
rjpribulsky@student.ysu.edu.

Silence! At YSU’s disco
By Sydney Fairbanks

The Jambar

In honor of homecoming week, Student Activities 
hosted a homecoming dance with a twist Oct. 20.

The dance was a silent disco where attendees received 
a pair of headphones to customize the music they lis-
tened to instead of hearing it from speakers.

The Silent Disco was hosted in the Chestnut Room 
in Kilcawley Center and was open to all students. The 
dance had snacks and refreshments, three DJ’s and lots 
of room for sitting or dancing.

Jordan Record, a graduate assistant for Student Ac-
tivities, said the Silent Disco was created to tie in the 
familiarity of high school homecoming traditions into 
Youngstown State University’s homecoming weekend.

“A lot of high schools do a homecoming dance and 
we’re a university so we don’t want to do a homecom-
ing dance. So, instead we do the silent disco as a way to 
still get some of that experience that you might know 

from homecoming from high school, but put a universi-
ty twist on it, make it our own thing,” Record said. 

Many students dressed more casually in regular pants 
and t-shirts as opposed to the formal wear typically 
worn at a high school dance. However, students were 
not discouraged from dressing up and a few formal out-
fits slid into the mix. 

At the disco, each student was given a pair of head-
phones on which the station and volume could be con-
trolled. The color of glowing lights on the headphones 
indicated which station was being played. 

Each DJ played a different genre of music so students 
had a variety to choose from. The genres were R&B and 
hip-hop, EDM and pop, and international music and 
top hits from around the world. 

“If you don’t like the music that’s playing on one chan-
nel, you have two other channels that you can listen to. 
So, it just gives you more options so you can listen to the 
music that you like,” Record said. 

Record also said the event allowed students to listen 

to music and make friends through similar music tastes.
“You can definitely make friends at the event, espe-

cially if you find people who are listening to the same 
kind of music that you like. That’s one way to make new 
friends based on similar interests, ” Record said.

 Based on the availability of headphones, at least 100 
students attended the Silent Disco.

While there have been other Silent Disco events at 
YSU, Record said this was her first and it was unlike any 
other event she had been to.

“This was a very unique thing for me to experience 
for the first time. Like I said, it was kind of funny—  in a 
good way — funny watching them all have fun, but un-
less you put the headphones on, you didn’t know what 
they were listening to,” Record said. 

For any upcoming events, go to the Student Activities 
website, and contact Record for any additional informa-
tion at jarecord@student.ysu.edu
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SGA to start student-run garden
By Molly Burke

Jambar Contributor

Youngstown State University’s Student Government 
Association is creating a student-run garden in the San-
dy Simon Greenhouse of Ward Beecher Hall to provide 
fresh produce to the Penguin Pantry. The project began 
this fall and it’s expected to be ready by spring 2024. 

Located on the first floor of Cushwa Hall, the Penguin 
Pantry is run by the Office of the Dean of Students to 
extend free resources like food, hygiene products and 
clothing to all students, faculty and staff. However, the 
pantry has never had a sustainable source of produce.

Jordan Pintar, executive vice president of SGA, said 
the garden will help combat food insecurity on cam-
pus by providing the pantry with produce it has always 
lacked. 

“We wanted to find ways that we could bring healthy 
foods to campus. One of the ways we can do that is 
through our [Penguin Pantry and] helping with this gar-
den. We saw a space in the greenhouse [and] we wanted 
to be able to give back to the students,” Pintar said.

Pintar said the garden can also help students facing 
food insecurity by teaching them about growing food. 

“Being student-run, we want to introduce students to 
growing food, growing food sustainability [and] doing 
that in a way that provides sustainable practices,” Pintar 
said.

The garden will use hydroponic technology to grow 
fruits and vegetables. Pintar said SGA has asked for a 
$5,000 grant to buy hydroponic towers from the brand 
Lettuce Grow. 

“[Lettuce Grow] is super great because they work 
with schools and universities to provide these products, 
so we’re able to get an educational discount through 
there,” Pintar said. “We’re looking at getting three tow-
ers, which are four to five feet in height. They have 24 
seedlings each.”

Ian Renne, associate professor of ecology and coordi-
nator of the Sandy Simon Greenhouse, explained how 
hydroponic gardening works. 

“Hydroponics is growing plants without soil. It’s 
amazing how few factors plants need to grow. They need 
essential elements: nitrogen, potassium, calcium, phos-
phorus, magnesium [and] sulfur,” Renne said. “They 
need some micronutrients also, light and water.”

The Penguin Pantry will be moved to the third floor 
of DeBartolo Hall in the spring. Dean of Students and 

Ombudsperson Nicole Kent-Strollo said as it makes the 
move, refrigeration will be required for the produce. 

“We have written a couple grants where we’re looking 
for some funds to get that refrigerator because it is go-
ing to be really important if we’re going to be growing 
things that we have a place to store it,” Kent-Strollo said. 

Former YSU student, Moe Prather, took a medical 
leave from the university after four semesters, with one 
reason being food insecurity. Prather said if the Penguin 
Pantry had produce available before leaving, it would 
have been easier to stay. 

“When you don’t have access to a lot of food or good 
healthy food, your body starts to deteriorate like an old 
car,” Prather said. “If it was there while I was there, it 
probably would’ve kept me there.”

The Penguin Pantry is open Mondays 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and 3 to 5 p.m., Tuesdays 9 a.m. to noon and 1 to 2 p.m., 
and Wednesdays 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m and 3 to 5 p.m. 
Anyone who needs to access it outside of business hours 
can contact the Office of the Dean of Students for assis-
tance. 

For more information on the Penguin Pantry, visit its 
website. Those interested in volunteering for SGA’s gar-
den can contact Pintar at jmpintar@student.ysu.edu.

Photos by Molly Burke / The JambarThe SGA garden, which will be located in the Sandy Simon Greenhouse, will be the Penguin Pantry’s first sustainable source of produce.  

C O M B AT I N G  F O O D  I N S E C U R I T Y  O N  C A M P U S
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The Labra Brothers come “Home”
By John Ostapowicz 

The Jambar

Four years after the release of The Labra Brothers’ de-
but album “Colder Weather,” the band of brothers is fol-
lowing up with a nine-track LP on Nov. 3 titled “Home.”

The Mahoning Valley has a large Hispanic communi-
ty and The Labra Brothers look to provide Latin-styled 
music to the local area with several tracks sung primar-
ily in Spanish.

The record will pay homage to old-school Hispan-
ic roots while incorporating The Labra Brothers’ style, 
which makes its music unique to Youngstown.

For guitarist and lead vocalist Adrian Labra, it’s about 
staying true to the band’s Hispanic heritage and incor-
porating culture into the band’s music. 

“We’re really just trying to reflect who we are through 
our music. We are Mexican-American and the Spanish 
language is a big part of that,” Adrian Labra said. “It’s 
been tough but fun to kind of hone in on what it means 
for us.” 

The album will feature two reworked versions of pre-
viously released tracks: “Be Cool - acoustic version” and 

“Not Far From Home - en español.” 
Earlier this year, The Labra Brothers released an EP, 

“Be Cool,” which featured a spanish track “Los Días” and 
the self-titled track featured a bilingual mix of lyrics. 

Finding new ways to incorporate the Spanish lan-
guage in the band’s music is bassist Cristian Labra’s fa-
vorite part of the band’s creative process. 

“Spanish is our second language. We were working 
out the kinks of the lyrics,” Cristian Labra said. “We 
branched out and we tried some new styles out.”

The brothers had a busy 2023 as they partnered with 
local musicians such as Unc D and Black Wolf & the 
Thief. 

Rhythm guitarist and saxophonist David Labra feels 
the band is constantly listening to different music and 
artists to grab inspiration for the band’s next project. 

“We’re always drawing from different sources of in-
spiration. Individually most of the songs have been 
written by Adrian, Cristian and myself so far, and you 
can clearly hear the blend of what we are listening to 
during the creative process,” David Labra said. 

The Labra Brothers strive to give the audience some-
thing they haven’t heard before by collaborating with 

different artists to mix up the sound for the band’s lis-
teners. 

“We try to mix it up wherever we can. When [the au-
dience] comes to see a new show, they can expect to see 
something new in a way they haven’t seen it before,” 
Adrian Labra said. 

In celebration of Día de los Muertos and the release of 
The Labra Brothers’ new album, the brothers will part-
ner with the Canton Symphony Orchestra at 7:30 p.m. 
on Nov. 4 at the Canton Palace Theatre. 

Tickets for the show can be purchased at cantonsym-
phony.org.

For the band, this will be its first live performance 
with the new songs as well as a new opportunity to play 
at a larger venue. 

“It will be the first time we will be performing the new 
songs live and will be with the full orchestra,” Adrian 
Labra said. “Amongst ourselves we are just making sure 
we are practiced up and ready to nail them.” 

The Labra Brothers’ new album will be available to 
stream on Spotify, Youtube and Apple Music. To keep 
up to date with the band’s live shows and new music, 
visit thelabrabrothers.com.

The Labra Brothers’ “Home” is set to drop Nov. 3 and will be available on Spotify and Apple Music. Photo curtosy of Mollie Crowe
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Horticulturist 
hoopla

Whether or not you mean to do it, 
plant murder happens every day. Not all 
of us can be the best plant parents and 
that’s alright.

All throughout my childhood, I was 
surrounded by plants and wildlife. This 
made it so exciting for me to receive 
plants as gifts. The first ever plant I was 
given was a cactus, and this was mostly 
because they are super easy to grow — 
and even harder to kill.

I had this cactus until I was around 15 
years old. It only died because I didn’t 
want to bring it with me on yet another 
move. At this point, I had moved twice 
already and grew busier with extracur-
riculars by the day.

I haven’t really branched out to care 
for plants myself, but if it’s anything like 
how my family is with keeping plants 
alive — I will not be good at it.

I remember my sister begging and beg-
ging for a bonsai tree when I was around 
nine or 10 years old. She ended up get-
ting one later on and unfortunately, it 
didn’t last long at all, or that’s what my 
preteen brain remembers.

Bonsai trees are among the ranks for 
easy plants to take care of. Others include 
multiple varieties of cacti as well as mul-
tiple versions of succulents. 

I’ve been thinking about getting more 
plants to care for and keep alive — one 
being an aloe vera plant — simply be-
cause I think it would be fun to grow and 
make my own aloe. 

Another plant I think would be fun 

to grow is a prayer 
plant, which is a type 
of Marantaceae. This 
one is particularly in-
teresting because the 
leaves move and bend 
throughout the day 
because of the sun-
light. 

An unrealistic plant 
I would like to own is 

a Venus flytrap. I think it would be fun 
and I think they’re super cool and all, but 
it’s unrealistic because I have such an ir-
rational fear of bugs.

If I like having plants, I could get ad-
venturous enough to grow my own veg-
gies or fruits. I think it would be cost-effi-
cient to have this type of garden because 
if I were to think about how much I spend 
yearly on fruits and veggies, it wouldn’t 
be a pretty number.

I can even be one of those people that 
enter a ginormous pumpkin into the fall 
festivals in October to hopefully win a 
cash prize. This ultimately would take a 
lot of work, and I would definitely have 
to be in a good place to have the effort to 
take care of a garden like this.

Overall, plants are fun to grow, with 
bonus points if it was grown straight 
from a seed and not bought from a store. 
However, there are some people who just 
cannot be trusted with plants and you 
can never know until you try caring for a 
low maintenance plant.

Alison Butz

It’s common to hear the sentiment 
that things were better in the past. The 
idea that generations are becoming less 
in touch, or that past times were better is 
something many of us have heard from 
our parents, grandparents and other rel-
atives.

This kind of sentiment has been com-
mon throughout human history, and has 
been tied to feelings of nostalgia. Many of 
us have no doubt expressed nostalgia to-
ward our childhoods, even if they weren’t 
perfect.

At the same time, young people today 
have come under the impression their 
lives are going to be worse and less for-
tunate than their parents and grandpar-
ents.

These sentiments are far from inaccu-
rate. The Conversation reported young 
people are seeing declining earnings — a 
trend that started before the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Declining life expectancy is another 
trend that began pre-pandemic. Accord-
ing to NPR, an American’s life expectan-
cy fell by almost three years from 2019 
to 2021. Alongside the pandemic, Amer-
icans have also been dealing with over-
dose deaths, mental health issues and 
other physical health issues.

Alongside fears about a lack of income, 
many young Americans are worrying 
about the role climate change will play in 
their lives.

Pew Research Center released a poll 
which found 63% of Americans said the 
effects of climate change will only grow 
worse in their lifetime, with 30% of those 
between 18 and 29 saying they’ll have to 
make major sacrifices because of it.

The post-World War II era of the Unit-
ed States was perhaps — at least in terms 
of economics — one of the more secure 

times to live in history.
While the benefits weren’t evenly dis-

tributed — especially along racial and 
gendered lines — America was thriving 
as the only economy not destroyed by the 
war. This period of relatively equal eco-
nomic distribution continued until fifty 
years ago.

1973 was a watershed year for many 
reasons.

Watergate was unraveling the Pres-
ident Richard Nixon’s administration, 
America was pulling out of Vietnam, the 
CIA overthrew the Chilean government, 
the dreams of the 1960s were dead or 
dying and the economy was heading for 
uncertainty.

One of the most significant events of 
that year came from a topic familiar to 
the news today, war in the Middle East. 
October 1973 saw the Yom Kippur War, 
the last of a series of Arab-Israeli wars.

A coalition containing Egypt, Jordan, 
Syria, Lebanon and various other Middle 
Eastern countries attacked Israel, and 
while the anti-Israel coalition failed, the 
war rippled through the global economy.

Most of the OPEC nations began an oil 
embargo against Israel’s major support-
ers, which included the United States.

Gas prices spiked and Americans had 
to line up at the pump for what little gas 
was available.

This set the stage for a decade which 
saw inflation, oil embargos, wage stag-
nation, deindustrialization — like Black 
Monday — and political realignment.

Today, we continue to face worry in the 
wake of environmental degradation, po-
litical instability and an uncertain future. 
With all that is happening, it is worth it to 
pay attention to current events that seem 
far away, as they can soon ripple into all 
our lives.

Fifty years on

“They are forced plants, raised in a hot-bed; and they are 
poor plants;  they are but cucumbers after all.”

Quote of the Week

– Samuel Johnson
English writer
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information at
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Penguins seek hope over the Horizon
By Dylan Lux
The Jambar

After a historic start to non-conference play, the 
Youngstown State University women’s soccer team’s 
season ended before the start of the Horizon League 
tournament. A 4-2-1 record in non-conference marked 
the teams’ best start in program history.

With wins over Saint Francis University, the Univer-
sity of Akron and Duquesne University, YSU started the 
season 3-0 for the first time since 2012.

Returning home for their next contest, Canisius Uni-
versity snapped the Penguins’ win streak as the Golden 
Griffins held a 1-0 lead throughout the match.

In its next three contests, the team would tie, win 
and lose to The George Washington University, Indi-
ana State University and Valparaiso University, respec-
tively. After their victory over Indiana State, the Pen-
guins held a conference record of 4-1-1, which officially 
marked the best start in program history. 

Entering conference play, the women’s soccer team 
started 1-1 in the Horizon League after it lost its first 

conference matchup to the University of Detroit Mer-
cy on the road, 2-1, then won the following matchup at 
home 2-1 against Northern Kentucky University.

A two-game losing stretch followed the conference 
openers, as the Penguins lost on the road in Dayton to 
Wright State University, 3-2, and at home to Indiana 
University–Purdue University Indianapolis, 1-0.

Following a 0-0 tie at Cleveland State University for 
its next game, the team returned home to face Oakland 
University. After two goals from Oakland graduate stu-
dent Macey Wierenga, the ‘Guins lost the contest, 2-1.

Top-ranked University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee was 
the next opponent the Penguins faced at home. Despite 
a 2-4-1 conference record for YSU, the Penguins faced 
off against undefeated Milwaukee, but the game ended 
in a 1-1 draw.

For its last two games of the season, the soccer team 
took on the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay and 
Robert Morris University. The Penguins beat the Phoe-
nix, 2-0, on the road but came up short against the Co-
lonials, 2-1.

The women’s soccer team finished 7-7-3, with a 3-5-2 

record in the Horizon League.
Senior goalie Brooklynn Kirkpatrick finished her YSU 

career with the most wins in Penguin history at 18. She 
also finished fifth all-time in saves with 255 and first in 
save percentage, clean sheets with 14 and goals against 
average.

Sophomore forward Chloe Weiland led the team in 
goals and points, four and 11 respectively, for the sea-
son. She was also one of three Penguins with three as-
sists on the year.

Sophomore forward Taylor Berry and senior forward 
Lianna Van Sice both tallied three assists for the Pen-
guins. Berry scored three goals on the season and Van 
Sice totaled two.

Graduate student forward Regan LaVigna finished 
her collegiate career with 11 total assists, which places 
her tied for second all-time for the program.

Weiland and junior Maddie Keister tied for third in 
the Horizon League for game-winning goals with two 
each.

Kirkpatrick was third in the Horizon League in saves 
with 80 and fourth in saves per game with 4.71.

P U T T I N G  T H E  B A L L  T O  R E S T

Maddie Keister (left) and Brooklynn Kirkpatrick (right) against Cleveland State at Krenzler Field.  Photos by Dylan Lux / The Jambar
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Two Penguin teams crowned champions
By Madeline Hippeard

The Jambar

The Youngstown State University bowling team 
earned its first tournament title since 2019 after being 
named champion of the Destination Orlando: Sunshine 
State Classic on Oct. 29

The classic was a three-day tournament, which ran 
from Oct. 27 to Oct. 29.

Day One of the tournament, the Penguins averaged 
206.7 pins per game and posted a total pinfall of 5,167 in 
five Baker matches against Duquesne University, Texas 
Southern University, Saint Francis University, Jackson-
ville State University and Alabama A&M University. 

The team lost its first match against Duquesne Uni-
versity, 1,018-1,067. Despite a loss right off the bat, the 
‘Guins went on to win their last four matches of the day. 

The Penguins defeated Texas Southern University, 
1,048-951, to get their first win. 

Then, they defeated Saint Francis University, 1,031-
959, and Jacksonville State University, 1,103-1,087. 

The ‘Guins finished the day with a 967-871 victory 
against Alabama A&M. 

Over the course of their games on Friday, the Pen-
guins were the only team to top 960 pins in every match, 
ranking them third overall heading into Day Two. 

On Saturday, the Penguins lost their first four match-
es to Stephen F. Austin State University, Vanderbilt 
University, Sacred Heart University and Fairleigh Dick-
inson University. 

Despite their losses, the ‘Guins defeated Florida A&M 
University, 1,106-963. 

Senior Kristen Moore bowled a 1,052 set over five 
games, placing her as Youngstown State’s top finisher 
and 15th overall in individual standings. 

Moore said the team remained hopeful that it could 
win the championship, despite hitting a rough patch on 
Day Two. 

“Saturdays can be tough days. We had a pretty good 
day on Friday, Saturday started off kind of rough. But 
it’s in those moments that you need to really dig deep 
within yourself,” Moore said.

After the conclusion of Day Two, the Penguins totaled 
10,148 pins over 10 qualifying matches, placing them 
fourth overall and sending them into the championship 
best of seven bracket on Sunday. 

The ‘Guins began the championship bracket by de-
feating Vanderbilt, 4-3.

The team then defeated Stephen F. Austin, 4-3. 
Finally, the Penguins defeated Jacksonville State in 

the championship match 4-0, earning them their third 
tournament title in program history. 

Head coach Doug Kuberski said this championship 
was an important moment to the Penguins because of 
how long ago their last victory was. 

“It was a great feeling. It’s been four years since we 
won a regular season event. We’ve had a bunch of sec-
ond places, a bunch of close calls, and so to get the job 
done and the team so happy and thrilled with that was a 
pretty good moment,” Kuberski said. 

Alongside earning a victory at The Classic, YSU’s ju-
nior Jade Cote was named the Most Valuable Player of 
the tournament. 

The ‘Guins will return to action Nov. 10 when they 
participate in the SFA Ladyjack Classic in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin. For more information and to follow along 
with the Penguin’s next tournament, visit ysusports.
com.

By Marissa Masano 
The Jambar 

The Youngstown State University men’s 
and women’s cross country programs 
competed at the Horizon League Champi-
onships on Oct. 28 at Fairborn Commu-
nity Park in Fairborn. The men competed 
in the 8K with 12 athletes, and the women 
competed in the 6K with 10 athletes.

The men took first place to achieve 
back-to-back conference titles. This marks 
the first time in history the Penguins have 
earned consecutive championships and is 
the fourth title in program history.

The Penguins had four top-10 finish-
es and averaged a time of 24:27. The 
team also had six runners finishing sub-
25 minutes. Senior Hunter Christopher 
placed first, earning the first individual 
cross-country title of his career. Christo-
pher had a time of 24:04.17.

For Assistant Coach Eric Rupe the mag-

nitude of runners who can contribute to 
the scoring effort shows this Penguins 
team’s depth.

“The depth that we have on the team to 
have that many in scoring positions really 
shows we are in a good spot heading into 
post season meets. So having that many 
people that can contribute to the top 10 
potentially allows us maybe have one of 
our guys not have a great day and then 
there’s another guy right behind him to 
kind of pick that guy up,” Rupe said. 

Senior Ryan Meadows placed second 
behind Christopher. Meadows finished 
with a time of 24:13.65.

Junior Thomas Caputo took an eighth-
place finish and was the third Penguin 
to cross the finish line. Caputo’s time of 
24:35.30 was a personal best.

Following Caputo was redshirt fresh-
man Sage Vavro, who placed ninth with a 
personal-best time of 24:36.22.

Redshirt freshman Blaze Fichter placed 
11th and rounded out the Penguins’ scor-
ing effort. Fichter finished with a time of 
24:42.26.

The Penguins scored 31 points, finish-

ing 16 points ahead of the runner-up, In-
diana University-Purdue University Indi-
anapolis. 

On the women’s side, they placed fifth, 
averaging 22:25. Six ‘Guins finished in 
the top 50, including the 2022 women’s 
HLXC champion, graduate student Mor-
gan Cole.

Cole finished as the runner-up with a 
6K time of 20:50.90. This was Cole’s fifth 
consecutive top-six finish at the Horizon 
League Championships. 

Senior Alyssa Deeds finished 16th and 
was the next ‘Guin to cross the finish line. 
Deeds ran a personal record, clocking in 
at 21:57.27. 

Senior Hannah Wagner finished next 
for the ‘Guins, placing 37th at 23:01.39. 

Rounding out the scoring effort were 
freshman Grace Rhoades and junior Alay-
na Cuevas. Rhoades delivered a 39th-
place finish with a time of 23:05.26 and 
Cuevas clocked in at 23:07.14 to place 
42nd.

Rupe says, “The number one reason 
for school records and fast times is how 
hard they work and the culture that’s been 

established on the men’s and women’s 
team.” 

Several Penguins won individual 
awards at the championships. Vavro, who 
ran a personal best at the championships, 
was awarded the Cross Country Men’s 
Freshman of the Year.

Christopher and Meadows were named 
to the Men’s All-League First Team, and 
Caputo, Vavro and Fichter were called to 
the Men’s All-League Second Team.

Cole was the lone lady ‘Guin to be 
named on the Women’s All-League First 
Team. 

After the championships, the men’s 
cross-country program is now ranked 
10th in the Great Lakes Regional Poll. 

The team will travel to the Thomas Zim-
mer Championship Cross Country Course 
in Madison, Wisconsin, compete at 1:30 
p.m., Eastern Standard Time, on Nov. 10. 

The women will run the 6K, followed by 
the men’s 10K. The men finished 11th at 
the 2022 regional championships, tied for 
the best finish in program history.

To keep up with the Nov. 10 meet, visit 
ysusports.com.

YSU bowling 

YSU men’s XC

Photo courtesy of @ysubowling on Instagram
The bowling team celebrates its championship title.
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Photos by Dyaln Lux / The JambarC.J. Charleston making a tough catch. INSET: Bryce Oliver (top) scores a touchdown. Tyshon King and Jake Benio (bottom) celebrating a touchdown.

By Cameron Niemi 
The Jambar

The Youngstown State University football team 
played its second-straight home game Oct. 28. 
Missouri State University came to Stambaugh 
Stadium with a 3-4 overall record. The Penguins 
won their fifth-straight home game and defeated 
the Bears by a final score of 44-28.

The YSU offense found success in the passing 
game as senior quarterback Mitch Davidson and 
senior wide receiver Bryce Oliver both had ca-
reer-high games.

Davidson led the offense to victory as he passed 
to 10 different targets throughout the game. Da-
vidson threw four touchdown passes for the sec-
ond week in a row and went 26-of-33 through the 
air for 390 yards passing. 

Oliver finished with six catches for 169 yards 
and two touchdowns. 

Missouri State jumped out to an early 7-0 lead 
in the first quarter. YSU responded with a drive 
of its own as Davidson found Oliver for a 48-yard 
completion.

That drive led to a 10-yard catch and score 
from junior wide receiver C.J. Charleston. 

With the game tied at 7, the Penguins got the 
ball again and took their first lead of the game. 
Davidson found senior tight end Jake Benio for a 
2-yard touchdown. The ‘Guins went into the sec-
ond quarter with a 14-7 lead. 

A scoring drive for the Bears ensued and YSU 
responded with a five-play, 85-yard drive which 
ended with a 51-yard touchdown pass to Oliver, 
which gave the ‘Guins a 21-14 lead. 

Davidson connected with Oliver again late in 
the second quarter for a 20-yard catch in the 
corner of the endzone for a touchdown. Redshirt 
freshman Andrew Lastovka kicked a 27-yard 
field goal to end the first half and extend the 
teams lead, 31-14. 

The Penguins received the ball to start the sec-
ond half. They marched down the field 75-yards 
in two minutes, as senior Dra Rushton ran in a 
one-yard touchdown, which extended the teams 
lead, 38-14. 

Missouri State slowly started to fight back as 
it went and scored 14 unanswered points before 
heading into the fourth quarter. 

YSU’s defense showed up big in the final quar-
ter. The team had five sacks in the game, three of 
which came in the fourth quarter. Senior defen-

sive lineman Devin Lee led the team with two. 
Junior Troy Jakubec also had an interception 

early on in the quarter, which 
led to three points from the 
foot of Lastovka from 29-yards 
out, which gave the Penguins a 
41-28 lead.

Lastovka had another per-
fect game as he finished 5-of-5 
on extra points and 3-of-3 on 
field goals. His third field goal 
was a career-long 44 yards. 

Davidson spoke after the 
game on the offense’s success 
and the defense showing up 
when they needed it in the 
fourth quarter. 

“To come in the Ice Castle 
and defend it like we did, very 
proud of the way the offense 
came out to play and the way 
that the defense stepped up 
when we really needed them,” 
Davidson said. “The defense is 
always doing their job when 
we need it most.” 

Davidson was named Missouri Valley Football 
Conference Offensive Player of the Week after a 
successful day through the air. Nate Mays was 
the last YSU quarterback to receive this achieve-
ment in 2019.

Oliver — who came off a productive game — 
spoke after the win on the importance of prepar-
ing for next week’s game. 

“Just having that road focus. Taking 
this thing day by day, week by week. 
Last time we went there we ended up 
coming up short, that definitely left a 
sour taste in our mouth,” Oliver said. 
“We’re gonna go there and just try to 
get that W.”

The Penguins moved to 5-3 on the 
season and 3-2 in the MVFC. The team 
jumped to No. 22 in the Stats Perform 
FCS Top 25. YSU still remains on the 
outside of the FCS Coaches Poll.

Youngstown State will travel west to 
Indiana, to take on a winless Indiana 
State University at 1 p.m. on Nov. 4. 

For more information on the game, 
go to ysusports.com. To watch the 
game, go to ESPN+ or listen on 570 
WKBN. 

Football lays 
down bear trap
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