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Abortion ruling
sets new state

battle lines

The vagina 
dialogues

A five-page letter to faculty and
staff, by Youngstown State University
President David Sweet, has prompted
sharp reactions and criticism across
campus.

In the letter sent out Monday, Sweet
responded to the recent Campus
Climate Survey, which revealed low
morale among faculty and staff.

In his letter, Sweet said that the YSU
administration is not the only ones
responsible for low morale, citing
grievances filed by union members. In
a phrase he repeated several times in
all capital letters, Sweet wrote,
“Everyone is responsible!”

Sweet named several people,
including Philosophy Professor
Gabriel Palmer-Fernandez and
Christine Domhoff, president of the
Association of Classified Employees,
as contributing to the morale prob-
lems.

Sweet said Palmer-Fernandez
referred to similar problems from a
2000 survey and accused administra-
tors of doing nothing to fix them.

He also said statistics attributed to
Domhoff in an April 6 Vindicator arti-
cle — about how much the administra-

tion has grown —
were inaccurate. 

Sweet cited
numerous incidents,
dating as far back as
2000, in which he
said he was vigilant
in trying to address
low morale and
labor management
relations.

Domhoff said
many were

“appalled” by Sweet’s response, and
that the letter was full of inaccuracies. 

“I think everybody will choose to
ignore it,” Domhoff said. 

“We have received a significant
number of emails in response and they
have almost been entirely positive and
supportive,” said Thomas Maraffa,
special assistant to the president.

According to the letter, “All parties
on campus should have as a goal
improved morale, as well as improved
labor relations.”

Ivan Maldonado, administrative
assistant in Payroll and vice president
of ACE, said Sweet’s letter did nothing
to improve labor management rela-
tions at YSU. 

Maldonado said leadership starts
from the top, not the bottom. 

“If he wants back on track, do it
now,” Maldonado said, challenging

Sweet to sit down with all of the union
presidents to settle the issues. “David,
I’m waiting for a response.”

“My overall impression is it was not
a legitimate use of university
announcement,” Domhoff said,
explaining that the unions do not have
access to those services.

Sweet also cited a March 22 incident
in his letter, to which he said, “mem-
bers of the administration were sub-
jected to profanity, constant interrup-
tions and other unprofessional behav-
ior, so much so that the mediator had
to stop the meeting.” 

Domhoff responded to the charge,
saying that the individual who used a
profane word was not a union mem-
ber, and it was only after Sweet and
the administration took one hour to
respond to a question.

“Did we get angry? Yes,” Domhoff
said.

Julia Gergits, president of the Ohio
Education Association and professor
of English, said that the unions have
offered different ideas to Sweet and
the administration on ways that the
unions can work together with them.
Gergits said that those ideas have not
been followed through.

“It’s unanimous through the ranks
that people aren’t trusting the admin-
istration,” Gergits said. 

AAddrriieennnnee SSaabboo
NEWS EDITOR

“Everyone is responsible”
Sweet’s response to low morale

SWEET

YSU

An ongoing investiga-
tion of the $85 billion
student loan industry
has state officials trying
to find out if Ohio col-
leges are receiving gifts
from companies at the
expense of students.  

After reports of possi-
ble fraud in New York
colleges, state Attorney
General Andrew Cuomo
said that investigators
found evidence of
arrangements between
schools and lenders.
Financial aid officers
were receiving money
and gifts from lenders
for advising students in
their direction.  

Attorney General
Marc Dann has launched
a similar investigation in
Ohio. Kent State
University, the
University of Akron,
Ohio University, The
Ohio State University
and University of Toledo
have all denied reports
in recent phone inter-
views with The Plain
Dealer in Cleveland.  

“I am committed to
aggressively pursuing
criminal activity and
conflicts of interest in the
student lending industry
and bringing them to
light,” Dann said.
“Backroom deals
between universities and
lenders — where they
exist — come at the
direct expense of stu-
dents.” 

The Office of Financial
Aid and Scholarships on
the campus of
Youngstown State
University has denied
misconduct on the mat-
ter as well.  

“Our office leaves it
up to the students on
who they chose for their
lenders,” said Financial
Aid Counselor Megan
Collins. When asked if
she has ever received an
inappropriate offer from
lenders, Collins said no.  

As of April 26, the
Association of American
Universities reported
that they have set up
principles that make
clear what the relation-
ships between schools,
financial aid officers and
student lenders should
be.  

The agreement was
confirmed in
Washington last week,
and the principles will
be put in place to reaf-
firm the need for univer-
sities and colleges to
choose student lenders
based on the assessment
of the students’ best
interests. The principles
will also ensure that
schools inform students
and parents that they
should select the lender
of their own choice, and
that student aid officials
are not allowed to accept
any personal benefits on
behalf of lenders. 

JJeennnnyy BBooyyccee
ASSIST. NEWS EDITOR

Ohio
looks for
loan fraud

Marcus Mason signs
free agent deal with

Washington Redskins
PAGE 6

Awards dinner
YSU’s 26th Annual

Awards Dinner will
be held in the
Chestnut Room of
Kilcawley Center on
Friday, where faculty
and staff will be pre-
sented with awards
such as the
D i s t i n g u i s h e d
Service, Retiree and
Service Awards.

Poetry reading
YSU’s Writer Guild

will present the Last
First Friday poetry
reading on May 4, at 7
p.m. at the Mocha
House, 467 High
Street in Warren.

YSU art student
exhibit

The McDonough
Museum of Art will
be hosting an exhibit
May 4-18 featuring
the artwork of YSU
fine arts students,
with an opening
reception from 6-8
p.m. Friday.

Jack Walp has terminal
cancer and won’t be receiv-
ing compensation or back-
pay owed to him because
Youngstown State
University reneged on a
contract regarding credit for
military service, said an
executive committee mem-
ber of the Association of
Classified Employees at
YSU. 

Walp has three months or
less to live, said Frank Betsa,
and “everything is falling
apart” because the agree-
ment would’ve provided
his family with “stability.”  

During a press confer-
ence Wednesday on YSU’s
Veterans Memorial Plaza,
Christine Domhoff, ACE
president, expressed frus-
tration that the university
refused to abide by the
terms of the contract. 

Domhoff said that in
2005, ACE negotiated a con-

tract with YSU that recog-
nized prior military service
and its effect on longevity
pay for classified employ-
ees. 

“There was nearly [a]
two-week work stoppage.
… Once the university
agreed to these terms, the
union members returned to
their respective jobs across
campus. Sadly, the universi-
ty is refusing to live by the
terms of the contract,”
Domhoff said. 

After many meetings of
discussing the application
of longevity calculations,
Domhoff said, ACE filed a
class action grievance on
Nov. 17, 2005. 

“Dr. [David C.] Sweet
and the board of adminis-
tration should be ashamed
that this had to come to this
point. I characterize this as a
travesty,” Ivan Maldonado,
ACE vice president, said. 

President Sweet does not
agree with ACE and said it
is “unfortunate that the
union misrepresented [its]

position on the issue” and
that he is “saddened to see
this exploited and turned
into something it is not.” 

“I think it’s unfortunate
that the union tries to mis-
represent what happened
here,” Sweet said.

A year later after numer-
ous meetings, YSU and ACE
created the terms of the set-
tlement agreement concern-
ing prior military service,
and both parties agreed to
these terms, Domhoff said. 

The university withdrew
on the settlement agreement
on April 3 and created a
whole new set of terms

without negotiating with
ACE. Another grievance
was then filed by ACE on
April 17 in response to the
university’s failure to
implement the grievance
settlement agreement,
Domhoff said. 

Sweet said the union
wanted to add the National
Guardsmen and reserves to
the agreement, but the
Pentagon did not consider
them active duty. However,
Sweet and the administra-
tion extended the agree-
ment to the guardsmen and
reserves anyway. 

AAsshhlleeyy TTaattee
REPORTER

Jambar / Adrienne Sabo
YSU ACE President Christine Domhoff speaks during a press
conference Wednesday

please see CONTRACT, Page 2

An English faculty mem-
ber who was recently select-
ed as one of the university’s
distinguished professors is
leaving Youngstown State
University because officials
refused to give him time to
edit an international jour-
nal.

Sal Attardo will be
accepting a position with a
branch of Texas A&M, a
move that he said he wishes
he would not have had to
make.

“My biggest regret is

leaving a lot of great
friends,” he said.

Attardo, editor-in-chief
of the International Journal
of Humor, had asked cam-
pus officials to continue his
prior arrangement where he
was allowed to have a
reduced teaching load in
exchange for editing the
prestigious journal.

University Provost
Robert Herbert declined
Attardo’s requests and, in
response to questions from
The Jambar, said that YSU
simply does not have the
funds to grant Attardo’s

please see ATTARDO, Page 2

MMaayyssoooonn AAbbddeellrraassuull
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Sal Attardo discusses his past 15 years at YSU and his regrets on leaving

Jambar / Maysoon Abdelrasul

Tenure faculty member leaves YSU

Union leaders address

administration’s handling

of military service contract

When the adminis-
tration looked back on
the agreement, they saw
that it provided more
benefits to the reserves
than to the active men
and women, Sweet said.
They will give the
reserves the same bene-
fits as the active men

request.
Under a deal that Attardo

had negotiated with former
YSU Provost Tony Atwater,
he was allowed to teach two
classes each semester and
have a research assistant.
The normal faculty load is
teaching four courses each
semester.

Herbert said it was
Attardo’s decision to leave
the university and seek
other employment.  
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Bartenders wanted! Up to $300 a
day, no experience necessary,
training provided. 800-965-6520,
ext. 287.

Work Early Mornings and
have the Rest of Your Day

Free!
Part-time stocking crew 6am to
10am. Must be able to lift 50 lbs.
or more. Babies R Us on Doral

Drive in Boardman.
Apply on line at

www.ruscareers.com

12+ Peer Tutors needed for
Reading & Study Skills Center. For
summer work, apply by 5/3/07. For
fall/spring, deadline is 7/27/07.
Application requirements: at least
full-time sophomore; GPA ≥3.5;
excellent communication skills;
enjoy working in small groups.
Applications are available in Room
3312 (BCOE). Call Denise (330-
941-3099) for details.

Someone to assist with household
chores. Flexible hours, will work
around students schedule. $10 per
hour, no experience. necessary, but
personal references required. 330-
792-9476

A Home 4 U
ANY SIZE GROUP- TWO TO SIX
BEDROOMS.ALL UTILITIES PAID.
ALL NEWER, MODERN APPLI-
ANCES. ALL GROUNDSKEEP-
ING INCLUDED. Private residen-
cies- NOT apartment buildings.
Off-street, fenced, lit Private
Parking. Individual leases- No
shared finances. 96 channels of
Cable T.V. and Broadband Internet
in each bedroom. Private locks on
all bedrooms. Security system
available. Providing QUALITY
Student Housing for over 29
years. Starting  at $325 per per-
son. CALL CHRIS: 330-743-RENT
(7368)

New 2 bedroom apartments, 1
block from YSU.Available now!
Rent starting at $375 per student.
Includes all utilities and
cable/internet. Call 330-720-0964
or 330-770-4472

Beautiful 3 Bedroom house.Well
maintained, close to YSU. $300.00
plus utilities. Or a 2 bedroom apt.
for $250 plus utilities. For more
information call 330-743-3887.

Two 7 bedroom houses for
rent
Newly remodeled, multiple
kitchens, all appliances including
washer & dryer, secure parking,
minutes away from campus.
Contact 330-518-4382.

Nice 2 bedroom apartment
Includes all utilities, washer &
dryer access. Secure parking, min-
utes from campus. Contact 330-
518-4382.

Near YSU! 1 BR apartment for
$375. Small 2 BR for $405. Large 3
BR for $670. 4 BR for $750. Call
for details and to see. 330-506-
0104.

For rent.Two bedroom apartment
on campus. Fully carpeted, with all
appliances, private parking, utilities
included in rent. Call 330-240-
5894

A Beautiful apartment building by
YSU. Large one and two bed-
rooms. Laundry, Parking. Many
units include FREE utilities. Month-
month tenancy. Call (330)747-
1205

Beautiful one bedroom apartment
on historic Fifth Avenue!! Private
parking, all utilities and laundry
facilities included for only $465.00.
Contact Nancy 330-743-0885 or
330-506-0885.Available June.

All Bicyclists! Come ride with us.
Join the Out-Spokin’ Wheelmen,
Youngstown’s recreational bicycle
club. Evening and weekend rides.
For more information go to
Outspokinwheelmen.com.

WANTED, used kayak, tandem or
single. Contact
vaca55@roadrunner.com

“LEARN TO SKYDIVE!! 
skydiveysu.com or CALL
1-800-772-4174 ANYTIME”
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YOUNGSTOWN

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION OF YOUNGSTOWN-CONSTRUC-
TION FOREMAN WATER DEPARTMENT-SALARY $48,715.94.
Graduation from high school; three years of experience in the water construction
field; thorough knowledge of all materials, methods, tools and equipment used in
water distribution systems; the ability to read and understand construction blue-
prints, field books, and written work orders; knowledge of safety on the jobsite, as
well as O.D.O.T. traffic control for construction and maintenance operations; and
must have the ability to deal effectively and courteously with the public. Must pos-
sess and maintain a valid state of Ohio driver’s license. Must be a resident of
Youngstown when appointed or must become a resident within 120 days of
appointment to the position. Bonus points will be added to passing scores (70%)
on the following basis: 20%-Military Service (DD-214 showing 180 days of consec-
utive active duty service with honorable discharge) 1%-10% Experience as a
Construction Foreman- 1% per year, maximum of 10% (Applicant must submit
proof of experience- e.g. Letter from previous employer documenting Construction
Foreman work experience and dates of employment). Proof of bonus point eligibil-
ity must be submitted by the close of the application period. Applications accepted
at the Youngstown Civil Service Commission Office. 7th floor, City Hall,
Youngstown, Ohio, from April 30, 2007, through May 10, 2007. Hours: 8:00 am to
4:00 pm. Examination will be given on Saturday, May 12, 2007, starting at 8:00
am, at the Choffin Career and Technical Center.

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION OF YOUNGSTOWN- METER READER
FOREMAN WATER DEPARTMENT-SALARY: $46,208.50. Graduation from high
school; Bachelor’s Degree from an accredited college or university in Business Administration or
related field. Minimum of five (5) years management experience or the equivalent time served in
water distribution or purification industries; considerable knowledge of the various types of water
meters and of meter reading methods; ability to make mathematical computations; the ability to lay
out water routes and supervise the work of Meter Readers and related personnel; the ability to
deal effectively and courteously with employees and the public; the ability to follow complex oral
and written instructions; knowledge  of modern office practices and procedures; must be proficient
in Microsoft Office applications; must have the ability to exercise judgment and discretion in apply-
ing departmental policies and procedures; and possess a valid sate of Ohio driver’s license with
acceptable driving record. Must be a resident of Youngstown when appointed or must become a
resident within 120 days of appointment to the position. Bonus points will be added to passing
scores (70%) on the following basis: 20%-Military Service (DD-214 showing 180 days of consecu-
tive active duty service with honorable discharge) 10%- Bachelor Degree in Business
Administration or related field from an accredited college or university (Original College Transcript
Required) 10%- Five (5) or more years work experience in water distribution or purification
industry (Applicant must submit proof of experience- e.g. Letter from previous employer docu-
menting work experience and dates of employment). Proof of bonus point eligibility must be sub-
mitted by the close of the application period.Applications accepted at the Youngstown Civil
Service Commission Office. 7th floor, City Hall,Youngstown, Ohio, from April 30, 2007, through
May 10, 2007. Hours: 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. Examination will be given on Saturday, May 12, 2007,
starting at 8:00 am, at the Choffin Career and Technical Center

OFF-CAMPUS HOUSING. 
1 block away. Safe. Gated entrance
w/ electronic keypad entry. 1-2-3
bedrooms for students and staff

only. Year lease discounts. 
Call Mavis at 

330-770-8679.

S U M M E R  M O V E  S U M M E R  M O V E  
I N  S P E C I A L !I N  S P E C I A L !

1/2 off June & July Across the
street from YSU.

Affordable, Updated 
apartments. 

Students and Faculty
welcome.

2&3 bedroom
( 3 3 0 )  4 0 2 - H O M E( 3 3 0 )  4 0 2 - H O M E

Call soon, only a few units left!
Quality housing at affordable prices.

Housing

Help Wanted

Miscellaneous

Classified

Many students and
graduates are migrating
to schools and cities out-
side the Youngtown area
to find more
jobs.

Youngstown’s
economic woes
were recently
profiled in a
prominent busi-
ness magazine. 

Forbes recent-
ly released its
yearly list of best
cities to find a job. Out of
a possible 100 cities,
Youngstown placed 98,
beating out only Detroit
and New Orleans. New
Orleans came in last
place. 

“I’m not sure if I would
stay even if we were high-

er on the list” said high
school senior Nina Torres. 

Torres, who is a senior
at Campbell Memorial
High School, will be
going to Akron University
next fall. Torres says that

most of her friends are
leaving the area or con-
sidering leaving the area
after high school.  “It’s
boring here, and there are
not enough jobs,” said
Torres. 

Torres said there would
have to be some dramatic
changes for her to consid-

er staying. 
Maggie Traynor gradu-

ated from Youngstown
State University in  spring
2006 with a bachelor ’s
degree in
Telecommunications. She

is considering
moving as she
has yet to find
a decent job. “I
want to stay in
the city that I
grew up in, but
I don’t know if
I’m going to be
able to make a
living working

in my field,”  Traynor
said. “It’s sad because this
is where my core is, all
my family and friends are
here,” she said. 

“The Forbes list just
says that the world knows
what we have known for
a while,” Traynor said. 

EErrnniiee CCaallddeerroonn
JAMBAR CONTRIBUTOR

Youngstown places low on

Forbes best cities to find a job

“I’m not sure if I
would stay even if we

were higher on 
the list”

Nina Torres
Senior, Campbell Memorial

CONTRACT, continued from page 1

When the administration looked
back on the agreement, they saw that it
provided more benefits to the reserves
than to the active men and women,
Sweet said. They will give the reserves
the same benefits as the active men
and women, he said. 

“We talk for a year and think we
reached a settlement, thinking that we
[both] understand. Now you want to
implement a version that we did not
settle on? That does not speak on
integrity,” Domhoff said. 

“These people have no integrity;
how do they sleep at night?”
Maldonado said. 

Mark Welton, chairman of the Ad
Hoc Military Affairs Committee, said
he is “appalled by the disrespect this
administration continues to show our
armed forces.” 

Maldonado said he wants the YSU
campus and surrounding community

to be aware that this is happening.  
Domhoff said students need to real-

ize that “leadership is failing, and it’s
so lacking by this institution.” 

Domhoff said the administration
“makes comments and doesn’t back it
up with real facts. I wasn’t going to
come out here unless I had all the doc-
umentation and facts.” 

Domhoff said that 400 people went
on strike for less than 30 individuals
and gave up their bonus checks for all
of them. 

“We all gave up our bonus checks to
come back to work in order to have the
prior military issue resolved. We felt it
was the right thing to do. If people are
willing to give up their lives and fight
for me as an American, then the least I
can do is give up a one-time bonus
check,” Domhoff said.

request.
Under a deal that Attardo had nego-

tiated with former YSU Provost Tony
Atwater, he was allowed to teach two
classes each semester and have a
research assistant.  The normal faculty
load is teaching four courses each
semester.

Herbert said it was Attardo’s deci-
sion to leave the university and seek
other employment.  

“Neither I nor the dean recommend-
ed or suggested this course of action:
the initiative was wholly Dr. Attardo’s,”
Herbert said.

Attardo’s arrangement with Atwater
was to be editor of the journal for five
years ending this year. Herbert said the
arrangement was never to provide sup-
port indefinitely and that the university
is not in a financial situation to support
the commitment.

“The cost of that support was sub-
stantial, and it was decided, after con-
sultation with the dean, that the univer-
sity could no longer underwrite these
expenses,” he said.

Attardo said with in the past five
years, international scholars have come
to YSU to work with him on the journal.
He said people pay attention to the
journal and the university gets visibili-
ty.

“The costs don’t outweigh the bene-
fits,” he said.

Attardo was one of five YSU profes-
sors chosen this year to receive the
“Distinguished Professor of
Scholarship.”

Attardo holds a doctorate from the
Catholic University of Milan and a PhD
from Purdue University.

ATTARDO, continued from page 1

Corrections

In the April 24 issue of The Jambar, officials removed offensive photos in some
maintenance shops, not all.

In the Thursday issue of The Jambar, Jambar Contributor Mallory Wiand wrote
the article, “Penguin Review to launch longest issue in history.”
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SENIOR STAFF GOODBYE LETTERS

The Jambar editorials reflect the opinions of
The Jambar and its Editorial Board members.
Those wishing to schedule meetings with the
Editorial Board should call the editor in
chief.

YSU administration,
faculty must stop
retaliating to work
together for students

Youngstown State University’s presi-
dent is on the defense.

Instead of everyone attacking each
other, everyone should be working
together to boost morale at Youngstown
State University.  

The Campus Climate Survey, released
earlier this week, shows that morale is
low at YSU.

And a five-page missive from Sweet to
faculty and staff shows that no one is
really getting along and that he is not the
one who is going to be able to bring unity
to the campus.

While most students get to leave cam-
pus in a week and start the summer, fac-
ulty, staff and administrators are left to
hammer out another long summer at
YSU.

We all agree that morale is low. In his
letter, Sweet said everyone is responsible.
This may be true.

Administrators, however, should lead
the way.

Sweet’s letter didn’t do this.
His letter was a defensive attack.
Administrators are campus leaders

and while they not only get paid the big
bucks, they have power. 

In Sweet’s five-page letter to the facul-
ty and staff, he calls out certain people. 

Passing the blame to others does not
show leadership. 

Instead of harboring the old feelings
from years past, move forward.

I’m finally done.
This is my last Jambar article ever.
Except if you count the one that’s on the

back page of today’s issue, but still, it’s sur-
real because I can remember sitting down
to write my first one.

A 900-word football story.
Which was way over the top, but it was

the first time I would see my name in print
as Jambar Sports Editor. To say I was drunk
with power would be over-the-top. I was
just happy to be able to say whatever I
wanted. I could put anything down and
they would almost have to print it.

Like now. I can write whatever I feel like
and it will be in the paper and you’ll have
to read it.

Banjo.
Ragamuffin. 
Galoshes.
Marcus Mason is a god.
See, it’s actually pretty cool to write for

The Jambar. Especially when you write
sports. I mean what over-the-top, ESPN-
obsessed, compulsive Sports-Center-
watcher wouldn’t want to write sports?

You got me.
It’s the perfect job, and I would gladly

wish it upon any sports junkie. But now to
get back on track. What can I say about my
year as Sports Editor?

Just that at times it was hell, but the rest
was the most exciting and fun time of my
life.

Here are a few of my personal high-
lights:

-Being on the sidelines for any football
game.

-Driving, by myself, to Beaver Stadium
to watch the Penguins take on the Nittany
Lions. It was a 37-3 shellacking, but it was
the most awesome thing I’ve ever seen.

-Watching the team hold off Southern
Illinois at the goal line for a seven-point
win.

-The YSU football team in the playoffs.
Enough said.

-My first Penguin basketball game ever.
The men won by five over Cleveland State
en route to their first playoff appearance
since 1995.

-Standing at a women’s basketball press
conference waiting for coach Tisha Hill’s
entrance. It’s not something major but it
stands out for some reason. 

-Talking to every player that was ever
nice enough to give me a little bit of their
time.

-Chasing down every YSU coach just to

“ask them a couple of questions.” And
even though they’re busy people, they
were always so nice when I would ask
them the same questions over and over
and over.

OK, my highlight reel is over.
Because not everything has been perfect.

Some things have been so hard that I don’t
even like to think about them. But there
isn’t anything I would change. I worked
with great people, we did a great job and
we put out a great paper.

We all deserve a rest.
Before I go, for the last time, I have one

tip to my successor: Enjoy it all, because it
will go much faster than you could ever
imagine. 

Oh yeah, and call Trevor for a picture.

It’s really over.  I am actually
done.

No more classes to stress
over.

No more late nights at The
Jambar.

My reign as Editor in Chief
has come to an end.

This past year is a year that I
will tell my grandchildren
about. It was unbelievable. I
made some great friends that I
will always remember and I
made some enemies that will
always remember me.  

It was a bumpy road to trav-
el. Coming in from features
reporter and taking over the
entire show was not something
easy.  Don’t get me wrong, I
had the skills to do it, but by the
end of it, I had mad skills, as
Dr. Tim Francisco would say.

Some were worried that I
wouldn’t be a good editor; I
guessed I showed them.
Winning three national awards
from the Society of Professional
Journalists for all those contro-
versial stories that some said
were really not stories. On top
of that, The Jambar won first
place in general plan of the
newspaper by American
Scholastic Press Association.

I want to thank all of my pro-
fessors and advisers who
encouraged me and supported
everything I did. They were
there for me through the good
times, bad times and the horri-
ble times. Without them, I
wouldn’t be the person I am
today.  I am not saying that just
because they are my professors
and advisers.  I am saying that
because I truly mean it.  I am a

journalist; I don’t say things
just to please people. I tell the
truth.

Dr. Mary Beth Earnheardt,
who just had a baby Friday and
came back for classes five days
after, was always there when I
had a question. She would be
waddling around the basement
in Fedor Hall always willing to
help when I needed her. She
would always be honest and
tell me when I messed up.  She
is awesome, and I wish her the
best of luck with her two baby
girls. You know I love ya.

Let’s not forget Dr.
Francisco, who asked me just a
few days ago, “When did you
get so smart?” He is the one
who always encouraged me
and told me keep up the good
work. When someone gets a
compliment from Dr. Francisco,
they should write it down and
keep it in a safe place because
he doesn’t throw compliments
to just anyone. You know I love
ya.

Now the person who had
been there with me from day
one-Alyssa Lenhoff. I can
remember when I walked into
the English Department the
first week of school looking for
an adviser.  She was right there
to help me. I told her I wanted
to be a journalist, and she
directed me to The Jambar.  She
helped me grow into the jour-
nalist and person I am today.

When I wanted to be lazy,
she wouldn’t let me.  When I
wanted to quit, she kept me
going.  Without her, I really
don’t know what I would have
done.  She is more than my pro-
fessor.  She is my friend and
someone that I will never ever
forget. You know I love ya.

I am not going to go into
more detail because I don’t
want to cry.  I just want my
advisers and everybody in the
English Department to know
how grateful I am to them and
everything they have done for
me.

My staff was great.  We had
our moments, but I still think
very highly of them.  We
worked as a team through thick
and thin, and we made it.  I
can’t mention everybody
because I would be here forev-
er, so I will talk about the ones
who are here every Monday
and Wednesday night, but I
want them all to know that
they are awesome. Rudi
Whitmore, Ashley Tate, Renee
Hardman, Britta Snowberger,
Jenny Boyce, Laura Neely: you
guys are all a trip.

Brian Cetina and Adam
Rogers, my design guys, what
can I say? Adam stresses and
Brian is laid back.  They call me
on the office phone when they
are five feet away from me just
to tell me hi.  We send each
other instant messages just to
keep ourselves from losing our
minds on those long produc-
tion nights.  We throw burritos
back and forth and sometimes
we even play monkey in the
middle.  We have become great
friends, and I am going to miss
seeing you every week. Our
sayings will go down in history,
right, Brian? “You would.”

Cristina Cala, I thought she
was the quiet shy type. Oh boy,
was I wrong.  That girl is full of
energy and life.  She is the most
animated person I know, and
she made me laugh every pro-
duction night. Of course there
were days when she drove me

crazy, but in the end it was all
well worth it.  

Now for the person I can call
my new best friend, Adrienne
Sabo.  She will be taking over as
editor, and I know she has got
the skills, and she will acquire
mad skills soon.  Adrienne
knew when I couldn’t take it
anymore, and she was there to
fix everything.  When I got
annoyed she would make it all
better.  I knew I could count on
her at all times.  When I needed
to vent my frustration with
journalism and life, I would call
her and she would listen.
Sometimes she would be trying
to talk to me and I would pre-
tend to listen, but she knew I
wasn’t.  She is my girl and we
will be friends forever.  

Sometimes I don’t want to
leave because I know I will
miss everyone, but the time has
come, and I need to move on
with my life.

Good luck to everyone, and I
hope you all have a great time
and learn a lot like me.

P.S. Cortney, you’re “safla”
but in a good way.

The end of my educational career has approached. Instead of
waking up at 11 a.m. to drive to Youngstown and meander my
way through classes, I will most likely be rising up at 7 a.m. to
work an eight-hour shift somewhere, someplace I have yet to find.

I thoroughly enjoyed my times here at YSU, and with that, I
would like to say my goodbyes to the things and people that
made my time here that much better.

Goodbye to the Bagel Stop, a place that supplied me with
enough caffeine to last an entire lifetime. Goodbye to the Maag
Library, which let me check out more books than I could carry
across campus. 

Goodbye to the M-2 parking deck, which I graced with my
presence every day for four years. Goodbye to the boy that
accused me of smashing into his car there two years ago. I hope
you are well and wishing you would have picked on someone
else. Goodbye to the parking ramp which I fell down. You tore up
my knee and bruised my ego.

But most importantly, goodbye to the Candy Counter, a place
that let me fall in love with all things sweet, salty and sour. A place
that helped me develop long-lasting friendships, a successful rela-
tionship and extensive knowledge of the kind of people that wan-
der around campus.

Goodbye to The Jambar, a fantastic job opportunity that took

me by surprise; a job that
taught me the basics of journal-
ism, and the importance of the
media. A place where I
watched aspiring, intelligent
future journalists work; and a
place that allowed me to be
creative and independent.

Goodbye to my favorite pro-
fessors. The ones who taught
me the best they could, no mat-
ter what the circumstances and
subject matter. When I look
back on my college career, I
will remember those profes-
sors who took the time out of

their schedules to help me with mine, and who still say “hi” when
I see them on campus. You pushed me to keep going, even when
I didn’t want to.

And lastly, goodbye to you, whoever you may be. I hope you
put all the effort you can into your education here because, in the
end, it’s really worth it. Take advantage of all the opportunities
that float your way, and utilize all the services available to you. I
can tell you, from experience, that knowing you will be graduat-
ing from college is one of the best feelings you will ever have: a
feeling of pride, accomplishment and success. 
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JAMBARFeature
In the face of tragedy, today’s Peaberry’s

performer has regularly turned to her
most accepting friend: stand-up
comedy. Driving directly from a
comedy fundraiser at Virginia Tech
earlier this morning, Vanessa
Hollingshead will showcase her
talents to a Youngstown State
University audience when she
arrives on campus at 11 a.m. 

Before traveling to YSU, the
comedian will present a 10-minute
set as part of a stand-up charity event at
Virginia Tech. With regards to the uni-
versity’s recent student massacre,
Hollingshead will perform with a num-
ber of other well-known comedians in an
attempt to raise money for the victims’
families.

“Many of the students’ families don’t
have enough money to pay for funeral
services,” Hollingshead said. “The
Virginia Tech incident has been so awful,

and hopefully the people there will want to
come out and see some comedy to get their
minds off of other things.”

No stranger to heartbreak, Hollingshead
has leaned on the shoulder of comedy to

help her forget about personal mis-
fortunes in the past. Four days
after her husband passed away
two years ago, the comedian was
on a plane to her next stand-up
performance.

“When my husband died, I
thought to myself, ‘Comedy is the
only thing going for me right
now,’” she said. “When I traveled, I

was so far from New York City, no
one knew me, no one knew that I’d just

lost my husband. I could tell jokes as
though he was still alive and forget
about the tragedy.”

Performing all over the world,
Hollingshead wields 13 years of experi-
ence in comedy and many more in show
business. 

Originally trained as an actress, the
New Yorker spent several years audi-
tioning for plays and television shows,

where she earned a number of development
deals. However, while entertaining other
actresses at auditions, Hollingshead real-
ized that her true calling was comedy.

“I was always painfully shy, but I
learned to quickly adapt with a microphone
and appear more confident than I really
was,” she said. “I took a comedy class and
started performing at pubs in the city, and I
got strong as a female comedian.”

Influenced by comedians such as Richard
Pryor, who “took bad experiences and
made them funny,” and George Carlin and
Dave Chappelle, who are “honest, vulnera-
ble, bright and not afraid to take chances,”
Hollingshead sculpts her material around
personal struggles and interesting experi-
ences.

“I talk about weird friends, getting
addicted to vodka and Valium, the
Olympics, my crazy pot-smoking mom and
how marijuana should be legalized,” she
said. “I’m kind of bloody, and college kids
seem to like me because I’m free-spirited.

This distinct approach to comedy is
enhanced by Hollingshead’s energetic
delivery and ability to morph between

characters. 
“The fact that I have so much energy

makes me unique. If I ever took cocaine, I’d
probably explode,” she said. “With all of
my acting training, I also do characters well,
and I like to be anyone but myself.”

Before an intense show, Hollingshead
prepares herself mentally and physically.

“Before I go on stage, I look at my ass in
the mirror, and I’m like ‘I so have to f*cking
workout,’” she joked. “Then I fix my make-
up, say a little prayer, go over my notes and
get a feel for the audience.”

Hopefully, the comedian will receive
positive vibes from today’s Peaberry’s audi-
ence, as she looks forward to the lunchtime
performance.

“I’m always treated very nice in Ohio,
and I love going to Youngstown,” she said.
“I hope the students laugh a lot.”

Following today’s set, Hollingshead will
entertain audiences at the Funny Farm
Comedy Club tomorrow at 9 p.m. and
Saturday at 7:30 and 9:30 p.m.

Hollingshead to bring energetic comedy to Peaberry’s
BBrriittttaa SSnnoowwbbeerrggeerr
FEATURES REPORTER

“I mean, when you say
‘vagina’ a thousand times
…” senior theater major
Gretchen Breslawski said,
while her cohort, Elizabeth
L. Farrow, chants in the
background, “Vagina, vagi-
na, vagina, vagina, vagina
…” 

The rest of her explana-
tion is trailed off as Angela
Medaugh, also a senior the-
ater major, overlaps with
her own, “… and it has
facts, right? About
women?” 

Breslawski picked up the
thread seamlessly. “It does.
The monologues are broken
up with facts about
women’s rights in countries
other than the United
States.” 

What the women are trip-
ping over each other to
explain is Breslawski’s
vision of Eve Ensler’s “The
Vagina Monologues,” a play
with a varying number of
monologues performed by
different women with wild-
ly differing perspectives on
what it means to be one. She
is directing, acting in, and
producing “The Vagina
Monologues” as part of her
senior project, but also out
of a love for the show. 

“The first time I read it, I
was shocked, but the second
time, I was crying I was
laughing so hard. The inter-
est has grown exponentially
since we cast the show, so

I’m trying to not be anx-
ious,” Breslawski said. 

Sitting with three of the
eight actresses, it is obvious
they are inspired by their
individual pieces and the
themes in them. Their con-
versations are a bit like a
song — single pieces slip-
ping into a three-part har-
mony, then back to solos
again. 

“A lot of men who have
been brought to the show
said they felt really awk-
ward, but that it was inter-
esting … They were having
things explained that they
would never understand
otherwise,” Medaugh said.  

Breslawski chimed in as
well. “At the end of every
monologue, a woman finds
herself.“

“Except one,” Farrow
interjects. 

“…who talks about geni-
tal mutilation in the Sudan
and Yugoslavia’s Bosnian
refugees,” finished
Breslawski. 

Medaugh took the story
from there, saying, “It’s all
relatable. We all have vagi-
nas. Mutilation is scary.
Women don’t understand
their own vaginas, ya
know? We don’t talk about
the first time we started our
periods. It’s awkward.” 

Talk around the cookie-
laden table turns to their
specific monologues.
Farrow said, “My mono-
logue is ‘Reclaiming C-nt.’ It
spells out the word, every
pulse and feeling that could

be behind it. I also do some
introductions and narra-
tion.” 

Medaugh laughed a bit,
“I was lucky enough to get
‘The Angry Vagina’ and …” 

“She requested it!”
Breslawski interjected.  

The conversation is saved
again, scooped up graceful-
ly by Medaugh. “Really …
she … gets pissed about all
the junk people give her,
and [those who] try to not
talk about the vagina. She is
who she is.” 

Roxanne Hauldren per-
forms “Hair,” which,
according to Breslawski, is
about exactly what you’d
expect. 

“Ya know … muff stuff,”
she reported factually amid
gales of cackling laughter
from the other girls. 

Rachel Rossi is acting out
“Vagina Workshop,” Kari
Kleemook is bringing
“Because He Liked to Look
at It” to the stage and Alyssa
Connelly will be doing a
piece on the rape and muti-
lation of a young girl in “My
Vagina Was My Village.”
Molly Makselan takes the
role of a dominatrix in “The
Woman Who Loved to
Make Vaginas Happy.”  

Breslawski took a deep
breath after her descriptors
and exhaled slowly. 

“Just give it a chance,”
she said pleadingly. “It will
shock you, but it’s such a
moving experience.”

RRuuddii WWhhiittmmoorree
FEATURES REPORTER

“In Michigan, these two topless girls were up on the
barricade by the stage, and I walked out and was
like, ‘There are naked girls here!’ Later, a huge fight
started behind them … I mean, naked girls, fights -
that’s a rock show right there! Someone came out
for a good time, ya know?” 
Keith Nelson- Buckcherry

“One of my friends thought it would be amusing to
‘pants’ me as I was attempting to drink an entire
beer as fast as possible. During this hilarious time,
no one managed to spot the police boat approach-
ing at fast speeds. As he came aside our boat, he
noticed my pants resting about my ankles and the
empty beer can in my hand. Needless to say, I had to
board his boat and give all of my information. I
ended up getting an underage drinking ticket.” 
Joe Flood- YSU sophomore

“What are the Woodie Awards? Is it, like, a bunch of
erect penises? Is that it?”
Juli Merhaut- YSU sophomore

“I don’t really know what my style is. I just go out
there and play with my heart. I play with my heart
first and that’s kind of why I messed up today.
Every time I touch the ball I’m trying to save the
world.”
Justin Reams- YSU Penguin running back

“I am not holding my breath for David Sweet to do
anything constructive for the human element of this
institution.” 
Gabriel Palmer-Fernandez- Philosophy professor

“I like to look at a rock and be like, ‘Whoa, that’s
sweet,’ and then start climbing it.”
Justin Carolyne- YSU sophomore

“Sometimes I wish I were a smoker because right
now I just feel like I need a cigarette.”
Gary Shackelford- YSU senior

Compiled by the Jambar staff

Favorite Jambar 
quotes of the year

The vagina dialogues

Today, May 3 

                                                                

V a n e s s a
Hollingshead at
Peaberry’s, 11 a.m.

Keith Anderson at
The Wedge, 6 p.m., 18
and over, $20 tick-
ets available online.

Friday, May 4 

     

Chris Cagle at The
Wedge, 6 p.m., 18
and over, $25 tick-
ets available online.

Ohm and The
Devotees at
Barley’s, 9 p.m.

V a n e s s a
Hollingshead at
Funny Farm Comedy
Club, 9 p.m., 18 and
over, $13.50 admis-
sion.

Saturday, May 5
Cinco De Mayo

Party featuring Via
Sahara at The
Cellar, 9 p.m.

Mahoning Valley
Thunder vs. Louisville
at The Chevrolet
Centre, 7:05 p.m.,
tickets available at

all Get Tix locations
and The Chevrolet
Centre.

V a n e s s a
Hollingshead at
Funny Farm Comedy
Club, 7:30 and 9:30
p.m., 18 and over,
$13.50 admission.

The Zou and
Posture Coach CD
Release Party at
Cedars, 10 p.m.

Oral at The Dash
Inn, 8 p.m. “”

”“
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HELP WANTED!

Visit www.kc.ysu.edu for details on 
student employment and position 
descriptions in Kilcawley Center. 

for an application. You must be in 
good standing to apply. Open positions 
are not known at this time.  Applications 

www.kc.ysu.edu

Student Jobs
Kilcawley Center 

Summer & Fall 

The Home City Ice Co., based in

Cleveland, Ohio, is opening a delivery driver

terminal in Austintown, Ohio. 

Looking to hire students to work during school and

summer break. Excellent pay and 

flexible scheduling for delivery driver positions.

Average $9.00 to $14.00 per hour. Please call 

1-800-376-5388 or visit homecityice.com to submit 

information online.

NATIONWIDE

WASHINGTON- Prompted by the U.S.
Supreme Court’s approval last month of a
federal ban on a medical procedure
known as partial-birth abortion, activists
on both sides of the abortion battle are
aiming their sights at state capitols, where
new campaigns already are under way.

Anti-abortion activists said that, in
light of the new high court ruling, they
plan to push legislatures in more than half
the states to revive state bans on late-term
abortion procedures that had been
blocked by courts. Anti-abortion groups
also see a chance to seek additional
restrictions on abortion procedures late in
pregnancy.

At the same time, abortion-rights
groups are gearing up to push states and
Congress to pass laws ensuring a
woman’s right to abortion. The new laws-
known as Freedom of Choice Acts- are
designed to prevent further barriers to a
woman’s right to abortion.

Last week, New York Gov. Eliot Spitzer
vowed to push for a Freedom of Choice
Act. If approved, the Empire State would
join seven others with laws enshrining a

woman’s right to abortion as established
by the U.S. Supreme Court’s landmark
1973 decision, Roe v. Wade.

Since Roe v. Wade, anti-abortion
groups have turned to state legislatures to
chip away at a woman’s right to an abor-
tion with a patchwork of restrictions,
from parental consent to physician coun-
seling and mandatory waiting periods.
The latest high court ruling is the first to
uphold an abortion restriction without
requiring an exception to protect a
woman’s health. It is also the first time the
court has approved a ban on a specific
medical procedure.

Legal experts on both sides of the
debate agree the high court’s April 18
decision- Gonzalez v. Carhart- does not
open the door for outright abortion bans.
Instead, they say the decision leaves room
for more limits on the procedure.

But new efforts to restrict a woman’s
right to an abortion could face stiffer
opposition since last year’s state elec-
tions. Six new governors who support
abortion rights were elected and 15 state-
house chambers shifted toward greater
abortion rights, according to an analysis
by NARAL Pro-Choice America.

In the anti-abortion camp, activists are
targeting 31 states with laws similar to the

federal Partial Birth Abortion Ban of 2003
just upheld by the Supreme Court. The
state laws were blocked by federal courts
following an earlier U.S. Supreme Court
decision- Stenberg v. Carhart- that over-
turned partial-birth abortion bans in
Nebraska and other states.

Because the high court’s
latest decision veered away from that rul-
ing, laws in two of the states- Missouri
and Virginia- were sent back to appellate
courts for reconsideration within days of
the Supreme Court decision. Court cases
involving bans in Michigan and Utah also
could be affected by the court’s ruling,
legal experts said.

In the other states, attorneys general
and legislators must decide whether to
dust off the old laws and seek court
approval, rewrite the statutes or do noth-
ing, legal experts say.

In most states, laws banning the proce-
dure known as partial-birth abortion- in
which a late-term fetus is removed from
the womb intact- would need to be
redrafted, said Denise Burke, an attorney
with Americans United for Life, an anti-
abortion advocacy group.

Although the federal ban applies in all
50 states, Burke said, state laws are need-
ed as well, because “the federal law is

very narrow and may not catch all the
procedures being done.” Of the 31 states
with blocked partial-birth bans, NARAL’s
analysis indicates that at least 18 have leg-
islatures with a majority of members
opposed to abortion.

Burke said her group and others also
plan to seek additional state restrictions,
including curbs on post-viability abor-
tions performed after the fetus is capable
of living outside of the womb.

Meanwhile, abortion-rights advocates
already are building defenses against an
anticipated onslaught of new restrictions.

In addition to New York, abortion-
rights advocates are seeking to pass laws
to shore up a woman’s right to an abor-
tion in other politically receptive states,
including Massachusetts, New Jersey,
Minnesota, Montana and Vermont,
according to Katherine Grainger of the
Center for Reproductive Rights.

Nevada was the first to
pass a so-called freedom-of-choice law in
1990, followed by Maryland (1991), Maine
(1992), Washington (1992), Connecticut
(1997), California (2002) and Hawaii
(2005).

In Congress, Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-
Calif., and Rep. Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y.,
last week sponsored a similar law.

CChhrriissttiinnee VVeessttaall
MCT

Abortion ruling sets new state battle lines
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SOFTBALL

? ??Jambar Sports Trivia

A. Alan Ball
B. Steve Vallos

D. Ramzee Robinson

In this year’s NFL Draft which
player was selected last, earn-
ing the tile Mr. Irrelevant in C. CJ Ah You

D. Ramzee Robinson

Softball squad set to host Horizon League’s best
The Penguins will play a crucial three game home series against the top ranked Ramblers

The final week of the spring semester will end with the
final action of the regular season for the Youngstown
State University softball team as they play host to Loyola
University.

Beginning with a Saturday double-header, the
Penguins will take on the Ramblers for the first time this
season as they attempt to gain ground in the standings
and dethrone the top team in the league before tourna-
ment play begins.

Even with an intimidating 13-3 league record this sea-
son, Loyola has struggled against non-conference oppo-
nents as their overall record stands at just 18-16 for third
best in the league behind Cleveland State, Wright State
and Butler University.

Junior McKenzie Bedra believes that despite Loyola
holding the top spot in the league, the Ramblers are a
team that can be defeated by the Penguins. 

Bedra said opportunistic play will give the team the
best chance for a series win.

“We are going to go out with confidence, capitalize on
all the opportunities that come our way and get a sweep,”
she said.

The Penguins have had mixed results when facing
Horizon League opponents this season. 

The team’s 14-17 overall record
puts it in the middle of the pack,
but its 5-6 league record puts
them dangerously close to the
bottom of the standings, not the
best place to be only a week away
from the league championship
tournament.

The Penguins find themselves
low on the totem pole having not
been able to string together more
than two consecutive wins this
season.

For the team to put together a
three-game sweep of the league’s
best this weekend, Bedra believes
limiting mistakes and errors
while playing a well-rounded
game will give the Penguins the
edge.

“When we put everything togeth-
er we play well, and we play well
against higher competition,” Bedra
said.

What makes the final series of the
2007 regular season crucial for the

Penguins is the impact the
weekend will have on the final
league standings.

With their 5-6 record, the
Penguins have the chance to
leapfrog four teams as only two
games separate them from sec-
ond place behind Loyola.

A win on the final day of the
regular season would end
league play the same way the
Penguins began it and give the
team momentum going into the
league tournament scheduled
to begin May 10 in Cleveland,
Ohio.

Bedra said the Penguins
chances in the tournament are
good and believes the same
emotional strength and confi-
dence that won them the title in
2006 will give the team all it
needs to repeat as champions.

“We can win it all if we play
like we want it,” Bedra said.
“Any team can win on any
given day.”

AAnnddrreeww BBeerrrryy
SPORTS REPORTER

Playoff seeds are up for grabs this weekend as jun-
ior McKenzie Bedra and the Penguins look to take
down top ranked Loyola University.

Photo courtesy YSU Sports Information

FOOTBALL

Marcus Mason signs free-agent
deal with Washington Redskins

Former Youngstown State All-
America tailback Marcus Mason has
accepted a free-agent deal with the
Washington Redskins, the organiza-
tion announced on Monday.

Mason, who rushed for a school-
record 1,847 yards in 12 games as a
senior, becomes the first Penguin to
sign a contract with the Redskins since
Quentin Lowry in 1981. Mason aver-
aged a school-record 153.9 yards rush-
ing per game and scored 23 touch-
downs as the program reached the
NCAA playoff semifinals for the first
time since 1999.

After transferring from Illinois prior
to the 2005 campaign, Mason had a
memorable two-year career with the
Guins. In his two seasons, he played in
21 games rushing for 2,739 yards on
478 carries. He had 31 touchdowns
and set a school record with a 95-yard
touchdown run at Western Illinois in

2006.
He was a first-team All-America

selection by The Associated Press, the
Sports Network, the Walter Camp
Foundation and the American Football
Coaches Association. He was named
the 2006 Gateway Offensive Player of
the Year and set a school record with
10 100-yard rushing games during the
‘06 campaign, including six straight at
one point. 

Washington’s backfield is currently
one of the most talented in the NFL.
Clinton Portis, Ladell Betts, Rock
Cartwright and Kerry Carter are all
listed as running backs for
Washington.

It marks the second straight year the
Penguins have had a free-agent signee.

Last year, wide receiver Kyle Smith
signed a contract with the Minnesota
Vikings. After being released last year,
Smith signed a contract with the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers in January and
is currently a member of the Hamburg
Sea Devils in NFL Europa.

SSppoorrttss IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn
YOUNGSTOWN STATE UNIVERSITY

Former Penguin Marcus Mason will take his hard running and quick cuts to the
Washington Redskins crowded backfield after he signed a rookie free-agent contract
this week..
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The recreational backyard
quarterbacks are dead, but
not forgotten.

These fun-loving, free-
wheeling signal callers that
once graced side streets and
open fields everywhere
have been replaced by uber-
competitive faux Peyton
Mannings that try to do
more than just imitate their
favorite NFL or college play-
ers, they try to become
them.

But not many can, and the

majority fall flat on their
faces trying.

This phenomenon isn’t
limited to just the finely
manicured gridirons of sub-
urban housing develop-
ments though.

The competitive nature of
these over-obsessed rec-
room wanna-bes has spilled
over to the gymnasiums,
playgrounds, tennis courts
and mock baseball dia-
monds that dot urban and
rural landscapes.

How would these jokes
respond if they got a little
one-on-one tutoring from

the real players with game?
Would they outshine their

competition or flounder like
a fish out of water?

Who knows.
But here’s their chance to

show what they’re made of.
Some of YSU’s top ath-

letes and coaches have
opened their bag of tricks to
share the tips that have got
them to where they are.

So put down your racket
and watch that your eye
black doesn’t smear because
here’s your chance to earn
some street cred for your
skills.

Tips from [campus] pros

for [average] Joes
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[Lucas Engle - Baseball - Pitc
hing]

Up your velocity - Warm up with some

long throws

Up your strike count - Stay back,don’t

fall forward and stay low. Finish in the

zone 
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[Gina Peretti - Tennis - Overall Game]

Faster serves - You have to use your legs.

Just reach up and push off with your legs

Hitting it back - The best thing to do is

use their pace and just chip it back. It’ll

make the ball go lower over the net.

For volleys - Always make sure that you’re

going forward and not backing-up. Don’t let

the balldrop on you, you want to hit it high.

[Coach Tisha Hill - Basketball - All
around game]Making it rain - On the outside

create space from your defender.

Use change of direction moves to

freeze them so you can get past

and score.D-Up - Stay in a defensive stance

with your shoulders and knees in

line. This way you can slid and
contain to keep your offensive
player from getting to the basket.

[James Terry - Football - Defense]Stick’em - When it comes to tackling make

sure you have a good base and when you
go in to tackle gather your feet. Don’t just
fly in because most of the time you’ll miss.
Form - When you come to make a tackle,
break down and try to get your head across

their body so you can keep them from mov-

ing forward and you can get your arms
around them
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