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ACADEMICS

Students upset with course time offerings

Sarah Sole
News Editor

The new coordinator of the
Mathematics Assistance Center,
Joanne Leckie, plans to increase
faculty involvement at the center,
while increasing workshops.
Nathan Ritchey, professor and

chair of mathematics said the cen-
ter is also considering spreading
tutors strategically across campus,
expanding their services to Maag
Library or Kilcawley Center.
Previously the assistant coordi-

nator, Leckie said next semester
she would like some of the math
instructors to hold workshops.
“Itmakes a big differencewhen

students also see their instructors
here,” Leckie said.
Instructors can provide assis-

tance to tutors and students, and
when students see their teachers at
the center, theywill feel freer to ask
them questions about their class
work, she said.
Some students agree.
Sophomore Allison Wiland, a

tutor at the center, said instructors
can be helpful because they are
more familiar with teaching the
material than the tutors.
Senior Vince Dravecky, a sen-

ior who comes to the center, said
instructors at the center can pro-
vide individualized instruction.
“It’s easier to teach someone

one on one than it is to teach some-
one one on 20,” he said.
Dravecky said going to the cen-

ter helps clarify the material he
learns in hismath class.At the cen-
ter, he can get a chance to ask ques-
tions that he did not get a chance to
ask in class.
The Mathematics Assistance

Center assists studentswithmathe-
matics by teaching them how to do
things more easily, strengthening
their fundamental skills, Leckie
said.
Knowledge ofmathematics can

be applied to everyday tasks such
as balancing checkbooks and find-
ing percentages, Leckie said.
“We use mathematics every-

day,” she said.
The center offers tutoring relat-

ed tomath department courses, but
tutors assist students in a variety of
majors.
Roughly 450 students have

attended the center so far this
semester for a total of about 2,400
tutoring sessions, Leckie said.
“They should never feel funny

about coming here,” Leckie said,
of students.
The center has about 19 tutors,

both graduate and undergraduate.
Leckie said students should

address problems theyhave in their
math classes immediately.
“Never let it go, because it com-

pounds itself,” she said.
The bulk of students come from

algebra classes, so the center tries
to assist those students as much as
it can, Leckie said.
Leckie said next semester she

would like some of the math
instructors to hold workshops.
Tutors also sit in on courses, so

that they can keep up with materi-
als.
“That helps them better assist

the students,” she said.
Ritchey said that after the cen-

ter’s former coordinator retired,
Leckie was chosen because of her
wealth of experience.
Leckie has knowledge of the

past and ideas for the future, said
Ritchey, who described her ideas
for moving forward, such as
increasing the number of students
who benefit from the center and
providing more workshops, as ter-
rific.
Agroup of facultymembers are

helping Leckie develop a strategic
plan that will increase faculty
involvement at the center, Ritchey
said.
Ritchey said the center also

wants to utilize online services and
computer programs to be available
24 hours a day, seven days a week
for students.
“We’re getting there,” he said.

YSU

Math Assistance
Center considers
expanding
tutoring services

Jenny Boyce
Enterprise Reporter

Usually, talk about scheduling
conflicts is pairedwith closed class-
es and an indecisiveness on what
courses to take.
This year, Youngstown State

University students have a different
scheduling problem – the class
times offered for courses.
“I’m going into my last year, so

it gets tougher to find the classes I
need, at the times I need them,” said
junior Emily Jessup, tossing aside
her student scheduling handbook as
she lounges against a couch in the
front of Tod Hall.
“There [aren’t] even enough

offerings for the classes I need, so
the ones that are offered all seem to

be held at the exact same time,” she
said.
Sophomore Mikiel Ahmed also

found a timing conflict as he looked
over his own scheduling handbook
for the spring semester, but for dif-
ferent reasons.
“I work off-campus from 2:30

[p.m.] on; I take morning classes
right now,”Ahmed said, but all the
classes he needs for next semester
are only offered later in the day.
“I’m not sure what to do,”

Ahmed said.
Junior Lori Rogers, who said

she had yet to find the time to see
her faculty advisor for guidance on
what to take next semester, also
found the times listed to be an issue.
All the classes shewants are held in
the middle of the day.
“Between 11 and 2 are the most

popular times for professors to hold
classes,” said Rogers.
Sophomore JessicaVaughn said

trying to earn two degrees at once
causes conflicts. Vaughn said her
advisor didn’t offer much help.
“I only went because I had to.

[My advisor] never really guided
me in the beginning so now I am
behind in what I should be taking.”
Still, Vaughn said she usually

gets the classes she wants.
Sophomore Lauren Kocher said

she’s finding it hard to fit every-
thing into four years.
“I think some of the classes

aren’t offered enough times,” said
Kocher, but she thinks advisers
offer a lot to students.
As students approach gradua-

tion, it becomes more difficult to
find enough openings for the cours-

es theywant, at the times theywant,
said senior Sam Friscoll.
“I’m not even going to worry

about this until the last minute,”
said Friscoll with a laugh, motion-
ing towards the handbook.
For first-year students, the

process can be daunting. Freshman
HeatherWells said she’s confused.
“I don’t know who my advisor

is, and I don’t know where to go at
all,”Wells said.
Registration for classes by

appointment begins Nov. 5 for all
current students, reactivated former
students and accepted transfer stu-
dents. Open registration begins
Nov. 19 for current, reactivated for-
mer, transfer, transient and graduate
students.
Additional reporting by
Diane Platon

SPORTS

Baseball team lands new skipper

Andrew Berry
Sports Editor

Youngstown State University
has found its new head baseball
coach, and Rich Pasquale has
found the job he’s wanted a long
time for.
Hailing from Beaver Falls,

Pasquale will take over for former
head coach Mike Florak and begin
the 2008 season as the Penguins’
skipper, after spending last season
as a top assistant and recruiting
coordinator with Slippery Rock
University.
After coaching at the Division

III level at La Roche University
and most recently at Slippery
Rock, Pasquale is excited about the
opportunity to lead a Division I
program and start a long-term
career at Youngstown State.
During the official press confer-

ence on Wednesday, Pasquale
claimed to be speechless on being
hired to coach the Penguins as he
addressed the local media.
“I’m thrilled to be here and for

the opportunity to lead this pro-
gram,” Pasquale said. “It’s taken
some time [to get here] but I’ve
enjoyed the ride.”
After Florak announced his res-

ignation, the teamwas left in limbo
while YSU conducted a search for
Florak’s heir apparent. Senior start-
ing pitcher Lucas Engle said he is
happy with the signing of Pasquale
and is ready to get to work.
“We stayed in shape and got

together on our own,” Engle said.
“It was a hard wait at first, but
we’re glad to finally be able to start
playing ball.”
Senior pitcher Ryan Sellman

felt that Pasqualewould be theman
for the job the minute he walked in

Pasquale signs on to
lead baseball program

BASEBALL page 3

PENGUINS look to break two-game skid on the road at Indiana State page 6FRIEND REQUEST DENIED: Some Youngstown State University
students shun Facebook andMySpace page 4

TEAM LEADER —New head baseball coach Rich Pasquale speaks at
Wednesday’s press conference in Beeghly Hall. Pasquale replaces former
coachMike Florak who resigned from his position in August.
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ABOVE: YAH, MON!
Geological and environmental
science professor Ray
Beiersdorfer dresses in dreads
while his wife, Susie, plays copy
cat by dressing as her husband.
Photo by Brian Cetina

LEFT: THE CAT’S MEOW 
Freshman Elisa Hosey strikes the
purr-fect pose as Melanie of
“Josie and The Pussy Cats.”
Photo by Laura Neely.

RIGHT: WALTER, CAMPUS
RANGER 
Sophomore Walter Hartsock
readies himself to roundhouse
kick the costume competition.
Photo by Brian Cetina.
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NEWS
TO THE POINT
YSU programs to
host religious
tradition lecture
The Judaic and Holocaust

Studies Program and the Center
for Islamic Studies at
Youngstown State University
will be sponsoring the discus-
sion “Studying the Jewish and
Islamic Traditions: Mysticism.”
The lecture will be conducted in
the Jones Room in Kilcawley
Center 7 p.m. today.

Volleyball team
prepares for final
two home games
The Youngstown State

University volleyball team will
play Valparaiso in Beeghly
Center 7 p.m. Friday and will
face Dayton at 2 p.m. Saturday,
also at Beeghly Center.

Open house offers
prospective stu-
dents tour of dental
hygiene clinic
The Youngstown State

University dental hygiene pro-
gram will be holding an open
house in the Ohio Room of
Kilcawley Center. The open
house will provide prospective
students the opportunity of tour-
ing the dental hygiene clinic as
well asmeeting faculty, academ-
ic advisers and current students.
Registration for the open house
will begin immediately at 4 p.m.
and all programs and tours will
take place from 4:15 to 6 p.m.

Award-winning
poet to visit YSU
H.L. Hix, an award-winning

poet and director of the creative
writing program at the
University of Wyoming, will be
giving a reading at 7 p.m.
Monday in the DeBartolo
Stadium Club in Stambaugh
Stadium.

Business college
recruits high school
students with
‘Business 2020’
event
Eight hundred students from

22 tri-county area high schools
are expected to attend the
Williamson College of Business
Administration’s “Business
2020,” scheduled from8:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m.Thursday.The event
will include guest speakers from
software company Turning
Technologies, panel sessions
relating to financial literacy,
careers in business and prepar-
ing for the job market, and addi-
tional insight from area business
leaders.

POLICE BRIEFS

Officer catches
high school fan
smoking marijuana

On Friday an officer stopped
a subject entering a high school
football game after observing
the subject smoking a blunt.
After recognizing the scent of
marijuana, the officer asked the
subject if he was smoking pot.
After the subject admitted he
had been smoking marijuana,
the officer brought him to the
substation and gave him a sum-
mons.

Student reports
vehicle missing
fromM2 Deck

On Friday, a Youngstown
StateUniversity student reported
that his carwasmissing from the
M2 Deck.
There was no broken glass

where the car had been parked.
YSU police recorded a stolen
vehicle entry.

The Jambar asks:

What do you think of the redesign?
Share your opinion in an e-mail to thejambar@gmail.com.
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HEALTH

Hygiene can protect against staph
Bartenders wanted! Up to $300 a
day, no experience necessary,
training provided. 800-965-6520,
ext. 287.

Spring Break 2008
Sell Trips, Earn Cash and Go
Free. Call for group discounts.
Best deals guaranteed! Jamaica,
Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas, S.
Padre, Florida. 800-648-4849
or www.ststravel.com

C.T. Rentals Has
A very nice 2 bedroom apartment
available now with all utilities, cable,
broadband,ADT, and appliances from
$385 per person. Call Chris for your
free tour. 330-743-7368.

Eastwood Village Apartments.
East side of Youngstown. 1&2
Bedrooms starting at $325 plus
electric. Free Water, Heat & Gas.
Section 8 O.K. On YSU bus line.
Call 330-743-0411 for more
details.

Live at Oaktree apartments!
One and two bedrooms available
($450-465 + 1 mo. sec.)
3 miles from campus, parking, laun-
dry, heat included, pretty grounds.
Phone #: 330-759-1772

OFF-CAMPUS HOUSING. One
block away. Safe. Gated entrance w/
electronic keypad entry. 1-2-3 bed-
rooms for students and staff only.
Year lease discounts. Call Mavis at
330-770-8679

Great one bedroom apartment -
hardwood floors- lots of character-
private parking - utilities - and laun-
dry facilities included in $395
monthly rent!! - great Fifth Avenue
location - call Nancy- 330-506-0885

Help Wanted

JambarClassifieds
Phone 330-941-1990 Fax 330-941-2322

Housing

Get In
The Jambar

Classifieds
330-941-1990

Chelsea Pflugh
Features Reporter

Many times when a new health
concern breaks out, people only
want to know if it will affect them
or those around them. The intricate
details or even how to cure it are
overlooked. The latest concern
buzzing in newsrooms and emer-
gency rooms that students should
pay attention to is staph andmethi-
cillin-resistant Staphyl- ococcus
aureus, or MRSA infections.
Staphylococcus aureus, com-

monly referred to as “staph,” are
bacteria normally found in the nose
or on the skin of healthy people.
Staph bacteria are the most com-
mon cause of skin infections in the
United States, althoughmost symp-
toms are minor boils, pimples or
blemishes.
Staph bacteria like MRSA that

are resistant to antibiotics, however,
can cause more severe infections.
MRSA is resistant to amoxicillin,
penicillin, methicillin and oxacillin,
the group of antibiotics called beta-
lactams.
MRSA infections cause skin to

break out into blemishes that look
like pimples and boils. The break-
outs can be swollen and red with
pus-like drainage coming from
them.
It is important to seek medical

attention in case of a sudden, unex-
plainedbreakout becausemore seri-
ous infections can lead to pneumo-
nia and bloodstream infections.
These infections are more likely

to occur among people in hospitals
and health care facilities due to their
weakened immune system.
However, there are community-
associated MRSA infections.
Themost common factor for the

spread of MRSA is direct skin-to-
skin contact, although locker rooms
and public bathrooms are hotspots
for the bacteria. Infections can
spread through openings in the skin
like cuts or abrasions, contaminated
items and surfaces, crowded living
conditions and poor hygiene.
Most staph and MRSA infec-

tions are treatable and there are
ways to prevent getting infections
in the first place. The most promi-
nent way is to practice good
hygiene. Washing hands thorough-
ly and frequently is important.Also,
keep any cuts and scrapes clean and
bandaged until completely healed.
Students should avoid sharing

personal items such as towels and
razors with others.
For more information on MRSA,
go to http://cc.ysu.edu/eohs/.

HALLOWEEN

Students dress as respiratory equipment
Ashley Tate
News Reporter

What does respiratory care have
to do with Halloween? For respira-
tory program students at
Youngstown State University, this
weekwas a time to dress up as their
“favorite respiratory care equip-
ment.”
Respiratory Care Week was

nationally celebrated Oct. 21 to 27,
but at YSU, it was extended to this
week so that Halloween was
included, Terry Volsko said.
“It’s away to organize advocacy

and education. There are respirato-
ry practitioners in all 50 states,”
Volsko, director of clinical educa-
tion for the respiratory program,
said.
Volsko said they kicked off the

celebration of the respiratory pro-
fession lastweekwith a bake sale in
Cushwa Hall where they raised
$300 to go to scholarships for
upcoming respiratory students.
As another part of theweek, dis-

plays explained the profession and
showed what smoking does to the
lungs.
Smoking attributes to diseases

like chronic obstructive pulmonary

disease, emphysema and chronic
bronchitis, which are preventable
diseases. COPD is one of five lead-
ing causes of death, Volsko said.
Handouts on how to quit smok-

ing were also given to students as
they passed the displays, in which
students showed interest, Volsko
said.
Smoking causes problems for

people who have “never smoked a
day in their lives,” Volsko said. Not
only does smoking affect smokers,
it affects people who are around
them because they breathe in toxins
that smokers don’t because of filters
in cigarettes.
The program raises awareness

for lung health, Volsko said, and
helps students gain an appreciation
for why the smoking law has
changed.
Asthma is a common respirato-

ry problem among college students
and is triggered by a lot of things.
People are not born with asthma,
and it has no cure. Cystic fibrosis, a
very bad lung disease, is something
people are born with and also does-
n’t have a cure, Volsko said.
Infections, environmental expo-

sures like strong perfume and
smoke, exercise and being emo-
tionally upset can all trigger asth-

matic attacks that can be treated
with medication, Volsko said.
Respiratory therapists educate

people about medications they can
take and how to take them. Volsko
said a lot of respiratory students at
YSU are asthmatic.
The first respiratory care pro-

gram was started by Louis Harris,
program director for the respiratory
program, in 1977.The first graduat-
ing class was in 1979.
Later, Harris changed the pro-

gram to a bachelor’s degree pro-
gram in which the first graduating
class completed their degrees in
2000. Volsko said YSU is one of
only 50 in the nation with a bache-
lor’s program for respiratory care.
Harris then added a certificate

program for polysomnography,
which is used to help diagnose and
evaluate sleep disorders. YSU is
oneof 13 in the nationwith this pro-
gram, with its first class graduating
in 2006.
Respiratory CareWeekwas also

extended this week as a tribute to
Harris, who is retiring. Respiratory
students made him a tie that said
“Halowean.”A“halo” is usedwhen
a person has head and neck injuries
and “wean” is to get someone off of
life support, Volsko said.

Health care students advocate lung health

The Jambar is taking applications for a General Assignment Reporter.
Interviews for the position will be held in early November. Applicants must have a
sophomore standing and have an understanding of basic news values. Applicants
must also be available to work on Mondays and Wednesdays. To apply see Lynn
Haug in the Kilcawley Center Staff Office, and ask for a Jambar application

JOB OPENING
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A Vigil Mass will be celebrated on Wednesday,
October 31st at 7:00 pm at Newman Center

and on Thursday, November 1st
12:05 pm in the Ohio Room - Kilcawley Center

MASS for the
Solemnity of All Saints

For more info: (330) 747-9202 

Susan Davenny Wyner
Music Director
David Vosburgh
Production Director

November 9, 2007
8 p.m.
Stambaugh Auditorium
Youngstown, OH

Tickets $60  $45  $30  $15      Free On-Site Parking

For Ticket Information and Reservations 
330.480.0693/operawesternreserve.org

Underwritten in part by$5 Student Rush Tickets 
at the door with Valid ID

and

“When he first came in we
thought he was our guy right
away,” Sellman said.

Pasquale said he was very
impressed withYoungstown State’s
winning tradition and how the uni-
versity takes priority in advancing
student athletes through its pro-
grams. He also mentioned the close
proximity of his hometown as a
main draw to signing onwithYSU.

The former SlipperyRock assis-
tant said he was brought to tears
when he received the good news
fromYSU. Pasquale stood out from
the rest of the interviewed candi-
dates with his energetic personality
and deep passion for the game of
baseball.

Now in charge, Pasquale has
several goals set for his team.As the
team begins practice today, its new
coach is setting the bar high with

the main goal of winning a confer-
ence title in 2008. The time seems
to be right, as the Penguinswill host
the 2008 Horizon League baseball
tournament.

The last time the Penguins host-
ed the tournamentYoungtownState
won the league crown and a bid to
the NCAAnational tournament.

Engle said he is confident that
the teamcanmeet their newcoach’s
high expectations.

“There’s no doubt in my mind
we can meet those goals; we have
so many seniors that know exactly
what to do and what’s expected of
them,” Engle said.

As a former recruiting coordina-
tor, Pasquale is familiar with the
local talent the local area high
schools have to offer. Having seen
the talent first hand at high school
games at Cene Park in Struthers,

Pasquale said he is dedicated to
building the team around local
players.

“I want to put a fence up around
Youngstown and I want the good
players to come here,” Pasquale
said. “I want them to be excited
about playing at Youngstown
State.”

In his one-year stint with The
Rock, Pasquale helped the team
reach a 35-17 record and hit for a
team average of .360 on the sea-
son. With nine seniors and two
juniors returning to this year’s
YSU squad, Pasquale comes in
with a very talented team at his
immediate disposal.

“I’m excited about coming into
a veteran group because they know
what’s expected of them at this
level,” Pasquale said.

From BASEBALL page 1



Ben Edmonds
Detroit Free Press

BillingHellyeah as “the ultimate
metal supergroup” (Revolver mag-
azine) may be a shade over the top.
But hyperbole is the coin of the
heavy metal realm, and this band
certainly boasts an impressive pedi-
gree. Singer Chad Gray and gui-
tarist Greg Tribbitt are on vacation
from Mudvayne. Guitarist Tom
Maxwell comes from Nothingface
and bassist Bob Zilla from
Damageplan.
Most surprising is the participa-

tion of Pantera and Damageplan
cofounder Vinnie Paul. Long
regarded as one of rock’s best
drummers, Paul (full name Vinnie
PaulAbbott) kept a lowprofile after
theDecember night in 2004when a
deranged fan pulled a gun at a
Damageplan show in Columbus,
Ohio, and killed four people,
including Paul’s brother, master
guitarist Dimebag DarrellAbbott.
When we spoke to Vinnie Paul,

he was in Corpus Christi, Texas,
whereHellyeahwas appearingwith
Korn and preparing for its first
headlining tour.
QUESTION: Many people

thought they’d never see you
onstage again. What did it take to
pull you out of retirement?
ANSWER: I didn’t consider it a

retirement. It was more a state of
coming to grips with everything
that had happened and trying to sort
my life out. I started a record com-
pany and released “Rebel Meets
Rebel,” the record Dimebag and I
made with country singer David
Allen Coe, as a tribute to my broth-
er.
Then these guys kept calling,

tellingme how they needed a heavy
hitter for this new band, but I was-
n’t ready. Finally, they caught me
one night when I’d been drinking a
bottle of vodka and listening to
Kiss, and suddenly it seemed like a
damn good idea. We wrote seven
songs in the first eight dayswewere
together, and I realized how much
I’d missed it.
Q: What do you guys get from

this that you don’t get elsewhere?
A: I missed the camaraderie of

being in a band, that feeling that
you’re part of an unstoppable army.
Musically, we wanted to have great
grooves and songs people could
sing along to.More than anything, I
think we’re bringing fun back to
playing this music.

Q: Is this more a parallel band
than a side project?
A: Absolutely. From day one,

we said we wanted this to be a real
band, not a one-off.We just have to
make it coexist with everybody’s
previous commitments. We’ll kick
as much ass as we can until the end
of the year. The Mudvayne guys
have a record and a tour after that.
Then, a year from now or whenev-
er, we’ll get back together and start
kicking ass again.
Q: The posthumous acknowl-

edgement Darrell has received has
got to be gratifying, but bittersweet
as well.
A: There’s two ways I can look

at it. I can look backwards, and it’s
a horrible feeling because nomatter
howmuch he accomplished he’s no
longer here. Or I can look forward
and say, “What he did was amazing
andwill never be forgotten, and I’m
gonna honor his spirit and carry that
torch as high as I can.”
Q: Is that what the Hellyeah

song “ThankYou” is about?
A: Yes. Tom had just lost his

grandmother; it seemed we’d all
suffered some personal loss. When
Chad showed me the lyrics, I knew
he’d nailed the feeling.

MUSIC

Five questions for Vinnie Paul,
drummer for metal band Hellyeah

Adam Planty
Jambar Contributor

W
ith MySpace selling
for $580 million and
Facebook racking in
a $100 million ad
deal, online social

networking is bigger than
ever.At the center of the phe-
nomenon are millions of col-
lege students. But despite the
mass appeal, plenty of students
at Youngstown State University
opt to forgo the social networking
experience.
“I don’t have the time or the

desire to get on those sites,” said
junior Marie-Elizabeth Dohar.
“I have lots of friends who tease

me about not having an account on
either site. I get e-mail invites from
them that I just end up deleting.”
Dohar is an adviser with the
Maronite Youth Organization and
meets “more than enough people
through that,” she said, citing her
busy schedule another reason she
avoids getting online much.
While people who use the net-

works can acquire hundreds or
thousands of online “friends,” it’s

rare that these relationships evolve
into anything beyond what some
describe as glorified popularity con-
tests.
“It seems kind of preppy,” said

Charlie Fagon, aYSU student. “If I
wanna talk to someone I’ll just give
them a call, ya know?” he said with
a laugh.
Sophomore Jenna Kantz echoes

Fagon’s resentment.
“If you need a computer to meet

people you’ve got some problems,”

she said, echoing the fundamental
truth that face-to-face communica-
tion can’t be ruled out.
According to a study from

University of California, Los
Angeles, 93 percent of communica-
tion effectiveness is determined by
nonverbal cues. That means that of
every conversation, only 7 percent
of the message is contained in the
words being spoken.
Online, text-based communica-

tion like Facebook wall posts and

MySpace messages can translate
some messages poorly, losing
shades of meaning.
For some, a lack of computer

skills keeps them out of social net-
working.
“I’m completely computer illit-

erate” said junior Jen Ramsey.
Faced with the idea of expand-

ing her online activities to include
Facebook or MySpace, Ramsey
said she “can barely function as it is,
and nothing I see from themmakes
me want to change that.”
Junior Samantha Pysher is also

in a bind.While she knows her way
around a computer, she said she just
doesn’t “have the time to dedicate
to something like that.”
Dohar has them both beat how-

ever.
“I’m slightly outdated,” she

admits rather ashamedly.
The few hours she does have to

surf the Web at home are done so
over a 56k dial-upmodem. She tells
her friends not to get their hopes up
that she might upgrade one day and
dive in with the hip crowd.
“I love them, but not thatmuch,”

she said with a slight grin.

CAMPUS LIFE
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Boobzilla comes
to Youngstown

SAW IN A BOX,
SNAKE IN THE
MOUTH

The Crispy Family
Carnival Sideshow came
to town this Halloween,
performing at Peaberry’s
for a full audience.
Boobzilla, pictured at left
with the act’s snake, was
placed in a box and
sawed in half as part of
one of the illusions. The
sideshow gave two later
performences at the
OaklandWednesday
night with local band,
the Zou. Photos by
Brian Cetina.

Friend request denied

SOCIAL NETWORKING

Some Youngstown State University students shun Facebook andMySpace

Check YSU’s 

 LOST AND FOUND 
 located at YSU Info 
 on the upper level
 of Kilcawley Center.

?
? ?

?

Captain Cornhole

ABOVE: IN THE HOLE
Junior Phil Rauscher, dressed as
Captain America pitches a corn
bag towards the hole while play-
ing Cornhole outside the
Andrews Student Recreation
andWellness Center.
RIGHT: DEAD-ON PITCH
SGA president Dave Spatholt,
dressed as ‘dead guy,’ gets ready
to pitch a corn bag.

Photos by Laura Neely.

“If I wanna talk to someone I’ll just give them a call.”
Charlie Fagon, YSU student
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OUR SIDE

POLICIES

The Jambar editorials reflect
the opinions of The Jambar’s
editorial staff, which includes
theEditor inChief,NewsEditor,
Managing Editor and Copy
Editor.

The Jambar encourages let-
ters to the editor. E-mail sub-
missions are welcome at the-
jambar@gmail.com. All letters
must be typed and must not
exceed 400 words.

Submissions must include
name and telephone number for
verification, and letters are sub-
ject to editing for spelling, gram-
mar and clarity. For Tuesday’s
edition, letters are accepted until
noon on the previous Friday. For
Thursday’s edition, letters are
accepted until noon Tuesday.

The Jambar will not print let-
ters that libel others or threaten
harm. The Editor in Chief
reserves the right to reject letters
that do not follow policy.

The views and opinions
expressed in published letters do
not necessarily reflect those of
The Jambar staff or the faculty,
staff or administration of
Youngstown State University.
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In what can be a joyous time
for those graduating in the
spring, and also one of the
biggest headaches, registering
for another college semester
sometimes seems to only grow
more difficult as we progress
through the years.

The signs in DeBartolo Hall
say it all.An adviser is your best
friend on campus. Make friends
with them, because they are the
ticket out.

Without a good roadmap to
the classes in a givendegree pro-
gram, the time and money need-
ed to graduate can increase dra-
maticaly.

Students need the advice pro-
vided by advisers and faculty in
order to make it out in the tradi-
tional four years — give or take
a year or two.

So many students go through
the motions of scheduling with-
out checking to see what cours-
es are needed to fulfill their
degrees. Perhaps the uncertainty
of life after schoolmakes itmore
comfortable to stay in this ongo-
ing cycle of college classes and
never really getting anywhere.

We all know the pressures
that come with the end of the
semester and the lack of spare
time during the run-up to finals.
But if we don’t make the time
during these crazy last weeks to
sit down and really consider
where we’re headed, we could
be in for more stress.

It takes information, well-
planned decisions, and for most
students, an appointment or two
with an adviser to get the most
out of our college educations.

The resources are literally at
our fingertips. Log on and do
some research, the earlier the
better. Majors and degrees are
listed online. Find outwhat track
you’re on and see what steps
need to be taken to graduate.

Michael Tackett
Chicago Tribune

With Congress’approval ratings
so low that members make
President Bush look good, it is easy
to think that everything they do in
“your nation’s capital” is a product
of greed, conflict or revenge.

Oh, there’s plenty of that. But
every now and then there are also
members of Congress who can’t
help themselves from making
sense. One of them is the ever-civil
senior Senator from Tennessee,
LamarAlexander.

His presidential ambitions now
a memory, Alexander, a
Republican, spends time on matters
that get beyond the tiresome parti-
san fights of the day. Things that
reallymatter, such as trying tomake
sure that the United States doesn’t
continue to fall behind China in
math and science education.

The latest example? He is a lead
sponsor, along with Sen. Ken
Salazar, D-Colo., of a measure that
would require the Bush administra-
tion to regularly report to Congress
on the status of plans to redeploy

troops from Iraq.
It is not legislation that forces

the hand of the Pentagon, nor does
it diminish the president’s powers
as commander in chief. Yet the
president is against it.

It is at least one effort to get
some actual accountability after a
war that is replete with bad num-
bers in cost, casualties and troop
levels, to name just three obvious
areas.

The co-sponsors are an interest-
ing mix. They include Sen. Hillary
Clinton,D-N.Y., Sen. JimWebb,D-
Va., Sen. George Voinovich, R-
Ohio, Sen.MarkPryor,D-Ark., and
Sen. Elizabeth Dole, R-N.C. So
some of the war’s harshest critics,
such as Webb, and some of the
president’s most loyal supporters,
such as Dole, find themselves
agreeing on this.

The bill would finally give
Congress a sense of genuine over-
sight rather thanhave it play the role
of rubber stamp preferred by the
president and the Pentagon. It
would require the Secretary of
Defense to report to Congress and
also require the secretary and the
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff and other high-ranking offi-
cers to brief Congress. That they
would need legislation to achieve
this is telling on its face.

Reached en route to his home in
Maryville, Tenn.,Alexander said he
has been pushing this stone uphill
since January in one form or anoth-
er. He also has urged the president
to embrace the recommendations of
the Iraq Study Group, another sug-
gestion that Bush has disregarded.
He and Salazar introduced the bill
requiring additional accountability
in March and they are awaiting
action by the Senate Armed
Services Committee.

“Since January, I have been urg-
ing the president to embrace the
Iraq Study Group’s recommenda-
tions as a way to shift gears in Iraq
and develop a bi-partisan solution
for an honorable finish there,”
Alexander said.

Then he laughed the laugh of the
happy warrior.

“And we’ve been seeking sup-
port for that (and we have) done
what almost no one else has been
able to do _ unify (Sen. Majority
Leader) Harry Reid (D-Nev.) and
President Bush on Iraq. But it was

in opposition to our bill.
“The president wanted to con-

duct the war his way; Reid wanted
to keep it as a political issue. So
they were both opposed.”

For its part, the House has
passed a near identical measure, but
the Senate so far has balked.

Alexander is hoping that the
presidentwill come to see his bill as
a way for the administration to
“shift gears and make sure we are
on a path to an honorable conclu-
sion to the war.”

Alexander used theword honor-
able nearly half a dozen times in 10
minutes, as though he’s convinced
theWhiteHouse just doesn’t get the
cover his solution would provide.

“We’ve got to find a way to
speak with one voice,” he said. “It’s
inexcusable for us to lecture
Baghdad that they are in a political
stalemate.”

He said his proposal, along with
a companion measure, “represent a
significant body of opinion in the
U.S. Senate that we are not going to
have a precipitous withdrawal and
we are not going to have a victory
like we had in Germany and Japan

in World War II. So we need to be
clear that we are on a path to honor-
ably finishing the job in Iraq.”

While that sentiment might
seem hard to argue with, there
remains plenty of opposition. And
that is contributing to voter resent-
ment. “I think theAmerican people
are thoroughly disgusted with the
partisanship and are starved really
for members of Congress to solve
big problems,”Alexander said.

And he concedes that the presi-
dent of his party has largely prose-
cuted the war with something verg-
ing on indifference to congressional
opinion.

“This bill helps with
Congressional oversight, but the
major value of this bill is, if the
president signs it, it’s a clear shift of
direction in Iraq, [from] saying `I
want to do it my way.’”

“This would say that we want to
hear from the administration every
90 days. It doesn’t infringe on the
president’s constitutional authority,
but it does put him on record saying
it is time to do the job. I don’t know
why he wouldn’t agree with that.”

Jack Z. Smith
McClatchy Newspapers

The housing bubble has burst.
So what about the oil bubble?

Crude oil futures prices zoomed
to an all-time high closing mark of
$90.46 a barrel Thursday on the
New York Mercantile Exchange,
continuing a steep upward trend.
Billionaire Texas energy investor
Boone Pickens predicts that prices
will top $100 in coming months.

Motorists are feeling the pinch,
with the average price for regular-
grade gas rising to $2.80 a gallon
nationally and $2.68 inTexas.More
increases are likely.

As I learned in college econom-
ics classes, prices of oil and other
commodities are based predomi-
nantly on supply and demand. The
more limited the supply and greater
the demand, the higher prices will

be. As a Fort Worth Star-Telegram
business writer covering the oil
industry from 1985 to 1993, I saw
how heightened energy conserva-
tion and higher fuel economy stan-
dards depressed U.S. oil and gaso-
line prices by whittling demand.

But something funny is going
on now. It appears increasingly
obvious that oil prices are being
pushed into the stratosphere by
speculators in a lightly regulated
global trading market that has
grown by leaps and bounds.

Traditional supply-and-demand
factors can’t explain the price jump.
There’s no shortage of oil or gaso-
line, nor major supply disruptions.
World oil demand has stabilized at
about 85 million barrels a day.

A weak dollar has made pur-
chases of oil on the futures market
look increasingly attractive to for-
eign investors. But that can’t

account for $90 oil.
A favorite whipping boy —

“Middle Eastern tensions” — again
is being trotted out to explain the
soaring prices. Yes, Turkey is
threatening to go after Kurdish
rebels in northern Iraq. Yes, Iran
continues inviting trouble, includ-
ing a potential U.S. military strike.
But even if one of these hot spots
explodes, the odds are still against a
major, sustained curtailment of
global oil supplies.

Fadel Gheit, a respected energy
analyst for Oppenheimer & Co. in
New York, predominantly blames
speculators.

“There is absolutely no shortage
of oil,” he told me by telephone
Wednesday. “I’m absolutely con-
vinced that oil prices shouldn’t be a
dime above $55 a barrel.”

Oil speculators include “the
largest financial institutions in the
world,” he said. “I call it theworld’s

largest gambling hall. ... It’s open
24/7. ... Unfortunately, it’s totally
unregulated. ...This is like a high-
way with no cops and no speed
limit, and everybody’s going 120
miles per hour.”

Speculators can trade from any-
where via their Blackberries and
buyoil on themargins byputting up
only a small fraction of the price of
a barrel, Gheit said.

Oil prices are escalated by a
“fear premium,” he acknowledges
— trepidation that events such as a
new Mideastern conflict will esca-
late prices.

Gheit said he is “making a bet
that the U.S. will have air strikes in
Iran in the next two to four
months,” but he notes that global oil
supplies haven’t been seriously cur-
tailed even by the prolonged war in
Iraq.

Gheit and I share the belief that
stronger oversight and regulation of

energy markets are needed.
Fortunately, Congress is looking at
strengthening the Commodity
Futures Trading Commission, as
outlined in an in-depth story in
Sunday’s Washington Post.

Gheit and I share another belief:
America needs to stress energy con-
servation, including adopting sub-
stantially higher fuel economy stan-
dards for vehicles, to lessen our
dependence on foreign oil and
reduce air pollution. Two-thirds of
U.S. oil consumption is for trans-
portation.

It’smybet that oil prices eventu-
ally will fall considerably, as sup-
ply-and-demand fundamentals pre-
vail over market speculation. Some
traders undoubtedly will take a
financial bath. In the near term,
however, gas-guzzling U.S.
motorists will be taking it in the
shorts.

COMMENTARY

This is like a highway with no cops and no speed limit

COMMENTARY

Advocating for an honorable end

Scheduling
for next
semester:
Take the
longview
RELATED STORY
SCHEDULING page 1



This Week’s
Impact Match-ups

Louis Irizarry
Tight End
No. 81

Andy Jones
Linebacker
No. 7

After missing a month of
action with a broken right
hand, Irizarry has recovered
and is back in the lineup for
theYoungstownState offense.
His presence helpd the team
last week against Northern
Iowa as the senior tight end
caught a career high five pass-
es against the Panthers.
Irizarry will want to con-
tribute even more, but stand-
ing in his way will be a versa-
tile linebacker in Andy Jones.
Jones is tied for the second
most tackles this season with
95 stops for the Sycamores.
But Jones is more than just a
tackling machine as he also
has three sacks and an inter-
ception to his credit. Irizarry
will have to find away to run
routes around Jones as well as
block him on plays where the
Penguins need extra pass pro-
tection.

Jeremiah Wright
Linebacker

No. 25

Tony West
Running Back

No. 11

The bright spot for the
Indiana State squad has been
the emergence of sophomore
running back Tony West. The
speedy back has amassed 813
yards on the ground with five
touchdowns. West has seen a
majority of the work-load as no
other running back on the
Sycamores squad has more
than 275 yards rushing this sea-
son. Shutting down West will
be a top priority for senior
Jeremiah Wright and the
Penguins’ prolific core of line-
backers. Wright leads the team
with 71 tackles and has had a
lot of support from JamesTerry
and Rashon Simons who have
combined for 101 tackels from
the linebacker position. West
should be bottled up formost of
the contest, but if he is able to
get to the outside, then Wright
and his defensive teammates
could be chasing after him to
the end zone.

The Penguins have been able to
pull ahead early on against opponents,
but maintain the lead has been a prob-
lem this season. Leads of 10, 13 and17
points have all disappeared in three
games as the Penguins hav continu-
ously allowed opposing offense to put
up points and keep the game close.
The trend should not continue against
Indiana State. The Sycamores are
coming off a 63-17 blowout against
Missouri State and have an inexperi-
enced squad that doesn’t score a lot of
points consistently.

Head coach Jon Heacock has
stressed the importance ofwinning the
turnover battle throughout the season.
The Penguins turnover margin is plus
four while the Sycamores are strug-
gling to hang onto the ball with a
minus 18 turnover margin. The
Penguin defense should have a field
day against the Sycamores as long as
the groupmaintains focus and doesn’t
let up. The Sycamores run a danger-
ous spread option offense and losing
track of the ball carrier during a play
could result in disaster.

FOOTBALL

11/3— Swimming and Diving at Butler, 1:30 p.m.
11/3—Volleyball vs. Dayton, 2 p.m.
11/3— Football at Indiana State, 12 p.m.

VS.

ONE FOOT IN — Junior wide reciever Da’Michael Horne catches a pass in traffic while avoiding the sideline for a big gain for the
Penguin offense. The Penguins will travel for the second straight week as they take on Indiana State. Photo by Andrew Berry.

Penguins look to break two-game
skid on the road at Indiana State
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SPORTS

Andrew Berry
Sports Editor

“This season just got a lost
less fun,” remarked a reporter
following Youngstown State
University football team’s home-
coming loss to unranked Illinois
State on Oct. 20.
Tuesday’s football press con-

ference in the DeBartolo
Stadium Club gave off a similar
atmosphere that any hope of
making the playoffs have been
dashed.
With the loss to No. 1

Northern Iowa, the window to a
third straight Gateway confer-
ence championship has also
been slammed shut. With a 5-4
record, thebest the teamcan fin-
ish in 2007 is 7-4.
But head coach JonHeacock

didn’t waste any time getting to
the point. Even with no chance
of making the postseason, his
football team still has a lot to
play for.
All though it won’t get them

into the playoffs, the Penguins
would like to finish with a win-
ning record and start a winning
streak now that can carry over to
next season.
“There’s still a ton to play

for,” said senior free safety
Dorian Chenault. “We want to
end the season on a good note
and not go out with two more
losses. There’s more we can
accomplish.”

For the senior class, the end is
almost near with only one home
game remaining on the sched-
ule. Chenault stressed the
importance of not slacking
down the home stretch, and the
importance of setting an exam-
ple by working hard so the
younger players will continue to
pour their hearts into the game.
Senior tight end Louis

Irizarry said his job now as a
leader is to set the tone for the
younger guys over the course of
the team’s final two games.
“These are my last two

games, and I’m not going to be
here next year,” Irizarry said. “I
want to give these guys some-
thing back. Hopefully they take
all the lessons so when they’re in
my spot they have that positive
feeling from the end of the sea-
son.”
The Penguins put together a

strong effort and nearly
dethroned the top-ranked team
in the nation. Heacock said the
week leading up to the contest
with the Panthers was the best

week of preparationhehad seen
from his players the entire sea-
son. It was the formula the team
was looking for, but it didn’t
come with a victorious end
result, making the loss to
Northern Iowa that much hard-
er.
“In the locker room our kids

were devastated, but that’s how
it’s suppose to be when it doesn’t
go your way because that tells
me we prepared to the highest,”
Heacock said. “Hard work gives
you a chance.”
Heacock said the final two

games of the season will be
tough, and the Penguins will
look to close out 2007 with two
straightwins starting on the road
with a struggling Indiana State
squad.
The Sycamores have been

living in the basement of the
Gateway conference for the bet-
ter part of the season. At 0-9
and 0-4 in the Gateway, the
Sycamores are still looking for
something positive to take out of
a season that has included a

head coaching change and sev-
eral blowouts on the field.
Heacock pointed out that

Saturday’s game will be the last
home game for Indiana State
and its 17 seniors. The Penguin
coach said playing a team in its
stadium for the final time is dan-
gerous regardless of how the
team has faired throughout the
season.
“When it comes to senior

day, it’s your last shot and you
play to the max, and I think
that’s what they are going to give
us,” Heacock said. “I expect
them to play the best football
game they’ve played.”
For the game against Indiana

State, senior quarterback Tom
Zetts couldmiss significant play-
ing time after being banged up
toward the end of the Northern
Iowa contest. Because he ismiss-
ing practice time this week,
backup Todd Rowan could be
thrown into the mix. Heacock
clarified that any appearance
Rowanmakeswill be because of
Zetts’ injury and not for Rowan
to gain experience for next sea-
son.
Heacock mentioned that the

key to winning on Saturday is to
stayingwithin the team’s bound-
aries and preparing to the fullest
once again.
“The key will be how we

handle ourselves, because I still
think it’s about us,” Heacock
said.

Keys to Victory

Series breakdown
versus Indiana State
The Penguins are 7-0 against the Sycamores under Heacock
Penguins lead all-time sieres against Indiana State 15-1
In the team’s previous meeting, YSUwon 55-17
YSU is 8-0 on the road at Memorial Stadium

SOCCER

Season ends for soccer, Wack
receives Horizon League honors
Andrew Berry
Sports Editor

The Youngstown State
women’s soccer team was
unable to prevail in the Horizon
League tournament.
In a hard fought contest with

Cleveland State, the Penguins
were able to score a goal for the
first time in their last three tour-
nament trips.
The Vikings tied the game

just minutes to force overtime
where the Penguins eventually
lost by the final of 2-1 on
Heather Clapacs game winning
overtime goal.
With thewin, theVikingswill

advance to the next round of the
Horizon League Tournament.
Youngstown State concludes

the 2007 season with an overall
record of 1-18-1.

The lone win for the
Penguins came on Sept. 16
against Howard in the Penguin
Classic tournament where the
team pounded in five goals to
win the contest 5-1.
With the season complete, the

Horizon League named junior
defender CarrieWack to theAll-
League second team for her solid
play during the 2007 season.
Wackplayed a crucial role for

the Penguins all season playing
in 19 games andwas a starter for
18 of those contests.
She played a big role in the

team’swin overHoward by con-
tributing two assists. Wack fin-
ished the season with three total
assists and one goal scored that
came against Albany in the
team’s second home match of
the season. Wack also lead the
team in points with five and had
20 shots on goal.

TOP DEFENDER — Junior middle fielder Carrie Wack was
named to the All-League Second Team for her accomplishments
during the season as a defender. Photo by Andrew Berry.


