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A n unsuspected $200 m i l 
l ion shortfall i n the state b u d g 
et may mean further budget 
woes for Y S U and other state 
universities, 

Ohio ' s Senate Finance and 
Financial Institutions met last 
week to discuss and vote on 
the state's budget, w h i c h 
w o u l d have increased f u n d i n g 
for higher educat ion, saving 
Y S U f rom a loss of $1.4 m i l l i o n DANN 

legfslators. 
Sen. M a r c 

D a n n , D -
Y o u n g s t o w n , 
said the current 
budget was 
passed b y 24 

or ig ina l ly proposed by state votes last Thursday and was 

on its w a y to the state 
Conference committee. 

H o w e v e r , i n a press 
release via e-mail f rom Oh io ' s 
Senate M i n o r i t y Caucus, they 
announced Wednesday 
evening that there was a rev
enue shortage reported f rom 

the state's budget office of $200 
m i l l i o n . 

In a phone interview w i t h 
K u r t Wesolek, legislative aide 
for Sen. l^on A m s t u t z , R-
Wooster, he said the estimates 

H o u s e the and Senate have 

See BUDGET, page 2 
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The Ear ly Col lege H i g h 
School Initiative, a college 
preparatory program 
designed to reach underrepre-
sented students, could begin at 
Y S U w i t h i n a year, according 
to in format ion p r o v i d e d by 
Y S U officials. 

The program, stil l in its 
p lanning stages, w o u l d place 
up to 400 students f rom the 
three Youngstown Ci ty H i g h 
Schools on the campus of Y S U 
to earn their high school d i p l o 
mas and attend college cours
es. 

It w o u l d al low first gener
ation, low-income students to 
obtain an associate's degree or 
two years of college credit and 
the opportunity to earn a bach
elor's degree. 

Information provided by 
Robert Bolla, dean of Ar ts and 
Sciences and chair of the exec
utive committee overseeing 
the project, states the Early 
College h i g h schools are smal l , 
autonomous schools of no 
more than 100 students per 
grade level. 

Some of the pr imary goals 
of the program are to eliminate 
the need for college searches 
d u r i n g a student's senior year 
of h igh school, to make college 
more affordable for l o w -
income students and families' 
and to provide guidance and 
coaching from adults through 
the first two years of college. 

Students selected for the 
program are academic under-
achievers f rom l o w - i n c o m e 
families w h o show potential to 
improve. Primari ly, the pro
gram targets students w h o 
w o u l d not otherwise attend 
college. 

R ichard Bretz, special 
assistant to the Provost, says 
that members of the executive 
committee are currently draft
ing a plan to finalize the init ia
t ive, w h i c h s h o u l d be 
a p p r o v e d by June 20. If 
approved, the high school stu
dents w i l l begin their courses 
)ii campus in the fait of 2004. 

In the next five years, 94 
Early College high schools w i l l 
be established throughout the 
country. F u n d i n g for these 
schools w o u l d come from the 
KnowledgeWorks Foundation, 
through the B i l l and M e l i n d a 

See INITIATIVE, page 3 
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NYSP: Local chi ldren part icipating in the National Youth Sports Program part icipate in a foot relay on the basketbal l cour ts 

outside of Fedor Hal l . Teams of seven raced to pass objects using only their feet. 
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PROVOST: YSU provost Tony Atwater was one of 23 nat ion
al candidates asked to attend the Amer ican Associat ion .of 
Col leges and Universi t ies' Mi l lennium Leadership Initiative. 

B Y R E B E C C A M A R Q U I S 
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A top-level Y S U adminis
trator is one of 23 national can
didates selected to participate 
i n a weekend leadership semi
nar geared toward enhancing 
diversi ty in university presi
dent roles. 

• Provost Tony Atwater was 
asked to attend the A m e r i c a n 
Assoc ia t ion of Col leges a n d 
Univers i t i e s ' M i l l e n n i u m 
Leadership Init iat ive ( M L I ) , 
held this year from June 13 to 
June 16. The conference, 
Atwater said, centers on pro
fessional development, espe
cially of minorities. 

" T h e M i l l e n n i u m 

Leadership Initiative (MLI) is a 
focused leadership d e v e l o p 
ment p r o g r a m des igned to 
strengthen the preparation and 
el igibi l i ty of persons w h o are 
traditionally underrepresented 
i n the roles of president or 
chancellor in our nation's col 
leges and univers i t i es , " 
according to the A A S C U Web 
site. 

Atwater, w h o is the first 
person to represent Y S U at the 
4-year-old conference, said he 
is very excited to be attending 
what he calls the "rather pres
t ig ious" program. 

"It is an h o n o r to be 
accepted," Atwater said. "It's 
very important i n terms of 

See ATWATER, page 3 
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S t u d e n t 
G o v e r n m e n t 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
President E m i l y 
E c k m a n • sat 
relaxed i n a 
chair next to her 
desk located i n ECKMAN 

her office i n Ki l cawley Center. 
The overcast sky d i m l y lit her 
office through the w i n d o w , as 
she pondered w h y the Y S U 
student body has not support
ed her recent project to make 
books affordable at 
http: / / w w vv.dogears.net. 

"It 's a l i tt le f rustrat ing 
because it is such a good pro
g r a m for students to use , " 

Eckman said. 
D o g Ears is a Web site, 

designed by four students at 
C o l u m b i a University, for stu
dents to exchange textbooks. 
The site also offers a f o r u m for 
students to post their c o m 
ments on professors and class
es the university offers. 

E c k m a n said she stumbled 
across the web site by accident 

and knew right away that this 
idea w o u l d be great for Y S U 
students to use. 

"It seemed like a perfect fit 
for Y S U , " she said. 

Eckman, a frustrated stu
dent herself, has been search
i n g for a solut ion for the past 
six months to lower the cost of 

See DOG EARS, page 2 
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Students i n the A m e r i c a n 
Studies program m a y soon be 
able to p u r s u e a master 's 
degree at Y S U , say officials. 

T h e p r o g r a m , w h i c h is 
st i l l i n the development stages, 
w o u l d be the first of its k i n d i n 
the nation, focusing on " u r b a n 
industr ia l 20th century w o r k 
i n g class culture/' Sherry 
L i n k o n , director of A m e r i c a n 

Studies, said. 
The cost to 

i m p l e m e n t the 
p r o g r a m w o u l d 
be m i n i m a l , 
L i n k o n said. 

" U l t i m a t e l y , 
it s h o u l d pay for 

itself." 
L i n k o n s a i d the- o n l y 

monies needed to start the 
program w o u l d be for promo
tion and graduate assistants, 
though the A m e r i c a n Studies 
budget does a l l o w money for 
promotion. 

In a survey of Y S U juniors 
and seniors enrolled i n courses 
related to 

A m e r i c a n Studies, almost 
40% said they w o u l d be inter
ested i n the program, she said. 

She said, currently, there 
are six undergraduate s tu 
dents" majoring i n A m e r i c a n 
Studies, though there are sev
eral more students w h o chose 
the program as a minor. The 
proposed change w o u l d more 
than double the enrollment i n 
the A m e r i c a n Studies depart
ment, she said. 

The intended program is 
u n i q u e d u e to its focus o n 
marketable sk i l l s , she s a i d . 
Students w o u l d be able to 
w o r k w i t h cultural institutions 
through par tnerships w i t h 
m u s e u m s a n d the O h i o 
Histor ica l Society. 

"We have really good rea
sons to believe that there are 
jobs for people i n this area 
[beyond teaching]." She said, 
though, the p r o g r a m m a y 
appeal to secondary education 
teachers. 

A b o u t 12 students are 
expected to enrol l the first year 
of the p r o g r a m , though 
L i n k o n said she expects that 
number to at least double i n 
subsequent years. 

The M . A . i n A m e r i c a n 
Studies w o u l d join 30 other 
master's degree programs at 
Y S U , i n addi t ion to one doc
toral program and eight cer
tificate programs. 

L i n k o n said the A m e r i c a n 
Studies p r o g r a m c o u l d be 
ready by fall 2004. 

Y S U is also creating mas
ters' i n f inanc ia l economics 
and i n social w o r k . The degree 
i n social w o r k is possible for 
fa l l 2004. However , the depart
ment is wai t ing for the a d m i n 
istration to okay the h i r i n g of 

See MASTERS, page 2 
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DOG EARS, continued from page 1 

books and raising the price of 
buy back. 

Currently, only 10 schools 
are enrolled in the D o g Ears 
program, w i t h some of the 
most elite universities i n the 
country as some of its m a i n 
users. The U n i v e r s i t y of 
M i c h i g a n , C o l u m b i a 
U n i v e r s i t y a n d Boston 
Univers i ty are a few. 

H o w e v e r , the difference 
between these universities and 
Y S U is that students at these 
schools have taken advantage 
of D o g Ears w h i l e only 48 Y S U 
students are current ly 
enrolled. 

But E c k m a n believes there 
is hope for the p r o g r a m . 
Starting this fall al l incoming 
freshmen w i l l be registered 
w i t h D o g Ears. A l s o , current 
Y S U students w o u l d be regis
tered through their C U E - m a i l 
accounts when they s ign u p for 

the fall semester. 
E c k m a n s a i d S G A has 

tried several ways to educate 
Y S U students about D o g Ears, 
but nothing seemed to work . 

She said sending'students 
a e -mai l through C U E - m a i l 
was an option, but was too dif
f icul t because it h a d to be 
a p p r o v e d t h r o u g h the 
President's office. . 

"So w e h a d to search for 
alternative routes of letting the 
students k n o w about this site," 
E c k m a n says. 

T h o u g h , she said registra
tion for D o g Ears through class 
enrollment n o w seems like the 
most sensible idea. 

"I have enough confidence 
that this site can w o r k , so 
hopeful ly they have enough 
confidence i n m e , " she said. 

Call Jim Visingardi at (330) 
941-1811. 

Classified 
!";,.•£ fl» " r, S ffii If, !";,.•£ fl» " r, S ffii If, 

Summer W o r k $14.00 base-
appt! —Flexible schedule with 
PT/FT openings available. N O 
door to door, N O telemarketing. 
College level training provided. 
Internships/scholarships avail
able in any major. Fun atmos
phere in customer service/sales. 
Condit ions exist. Ca l l now! 
Boardrnan: 330-729-0730. 
Warren: 330-399-3505-
www.summerwork4you.com 

R N Needed for a busy 
Reproductive Endocrinology 
and Infertil ity practice i n 
Boardrnan. No experience nec
essary. Competetice salary & 
Benefits. Please send resume 
and references to : Office 
Manager, 900 Sahara T r a i l , 
Youngstown, Oh 44514 

A R E Y O U A K I N D P E R S O N ? 
Excellent employment opportu
nity with a leading special edu
cation company. Work with spe
cial needs children and adults. 
Call I .S.L .E.at 330-743-3444-

SPORTS W E A R BUSINESS " N o 
Investment Required." Great 
Part Time Business! Huge Profit 
Margins! The Clothes that Sell 
Themselves! 8 6 6 - N E - B R E E D or 
Phil@StallionSystems. com 

Advertise in 
The Jambar 

Calf 941-3095 

For next year, there's only one 
question. . .Go home? We do. 
Come home to Univers i ty 
H o u s i n g . V i s i t H o u s i n g 
Services for more information. 
330-941-3547-

H o u s i n g Now Very nice one-
two- , and three-bedroom 
apartments or four bedroom 
home avai lable . A l l ut i l i t ies 
p a i d ! Stove, refr igerator , 
washer, dryer, microwave and 
more! L i t , off-street parking. 
F r o m $295/person. C a l l 
Chris at (330) 744-4488 or 
(33o) 746-4663 

3 Bedroom: clean, cozy, large 
closets. Cable-ready, new fur
nace, large basement and 
fenced-in yard . $575 + sec. + 
u t i l i t i e s . (330) 793-9631 or 
507-3519-10 m i n . to Y S U . 

2 Large Bedroom Townhouse 
w/appliances, a ir , roomy & 
clean w/ful l basement. $475 + 
sec. and util it ies. 10 m i n . to 
Y S U . (330) 793-9631 or 507-
3519-

C H A R M I N G O N E B E D R O O M 
A P T S A P P L I A N C E S I N C L U D 
E D , L A U N D R Y F A C I L I T I E S 
A V A I L A B L E - C L O S E T O 
Y S U / R T 11 - N O P E T S . 320 + 
360 M O + E L E C T R I C . 2887 
T I B B E T T S - W I C K R D . 330-
652-3296 

BUDGET, continued from page 1 
been w o r k i n g w i t h are "off ." 

Wesolek said H o u s e B i l l 95 
deal ing w i t h the state's budget 
h a d S134 m i l l i o n earmarked 
for higher education for fiscal 
year 2004 and $91 m i l l i o n for 
FY05. H e said w i t h this current 
$200 m i l l i o n gap i n the budget, 
" the Conference committee 
w i l l have to come u p w i t h n e w 
numbers . " 

"Th is creates a si tuat ion," 
Wesolek said. 

Y S U , w h i c h lost $5.5 m i l 
l i o n f r o m the state i n the 
spring, may be forced to make 
tough decisions i n the future. 
U n i v e r s i t y President D a v i d 
Sweet sa id i n a C U E - m a i l 
addressed to the communi ty 
last semester that any further 
changes to the budget could , 
"force Y S U to re-evaluate its 
current workforce . " 

Wesolek said, " K - 1 2 and 

higher education has been a 
b i g p r i o r i t y , " but sa id this 
shortfall probably means, " fur 
ther cuts i n f u n d i n g for pro
grams a n d c o u l d very w e l l 
include higher educat ion." 

Sweet said the university 
is aware of the current situa
tion i n C o l u m b u s and could 
st i l l begin the fiscal year w i t h 
the revenues the state w i l l be 
p r o v i d i n g . But, he said, "rev
enues may fail short." 

Sweet said he w o u l d also 
be w a i t i n g to see what the 
Conference committee says. 
The Conference committee 
began meet ing Wednesday 
morning . 

H e said the university is 
"budget ing i n a time of uncer
tainty," but said, " y o u a lways 
have to expect the unexpect
e d . " 

A s the state tries to grap

ple w i t h the current f iscal 
strains, Wesolek said he does 
not k n o w w h o is exactly to 
blame for this shortfal l , but 
said, "everyone is point ing f i n 
gers." Wesolek cited the O h i o 
Budget Management office as 
being responsible for g i v i n g 
f inancial forecasts. H e said he 
was aware of three times i n 
w h i c h tine projections by the 
O B M have been incorrect. 

"There are people ques-. 
t ioning [ O B M ] rel iabil i ty." 

Wesolek also sa id the 
incorrect forecasts c o u l d be 
due to the poor economy, caus
i n g the revenue projections to 
be incorrect. 

Jack Irvin, legislative aide 
for Sen. L a r r y M u m p e r , R-
M a r i o n , says the Conference 
committee is going to review 
everything. H e sa id M u m p e r 
w o u l d be the lead senator dur 

i n g the Conference committee. 
I rv in also said he believes it is 
too early to truthful ly discuss 
the impact of the budget gap. 

Wesolek noted tha't he 
believes the state w i l l make it 
through FY03 without m a k i n g 
any more cuts, but said the 
state Senate is deal ing w i t h , " a 
sticky s i tuat ion." 

Sweet m a y not have a def
inite answer to whether layoffs 
are i n the future u n t i l the 
b e g i n n i n g of F Y 0 4 , w h i c h 
starts July 1. 

Whatever the cuts if any, 
Sweet said, "We w i l l continue 
to mainta in our goal of p r o v i d 
i n g a quali ty educat ion," 

Call La'el Hughes at (330) 
941-1989. 

MASTERS, continued from page 1 
two new faculty members and a f ield coordina- accreditation are ready, they are just w a i t i n g for 
tor. administrat ion to a l low for new hires. 

Social Work department chair Joseph Mosca 
said the curr i cu lum, syl labi a n d paperwork for Call Rebecca Marquis at (330) 941-1913. 

Designed Expressly for 
Working Women and 
Female Students 
Located at the heart of the Y S U campus is this beautiful • 
i l homc away from home" just for women. At Bucchner 
H a l l , you can live comfortably, as well as inexpensively. 
Thanks to the large bequest of the Bucchner Family which 
completed the construction of Bucchner H a l l in 1941, 
more than % of all residents' costs are still absorbed by the 
Buechner Fund. Residents are responsible for an average 
S1,26i. 13 per semester for double occupancy or S1,362.88 
for single occupancy. This includes a weekly S28 cafeteria 
allowance, for up to 15 meals each week. 

This first rate residence hall includes: 
• Completely furnished double and single occupancy 

rooms, including linens 
* Telephones, voice mail and free cable 
• Air conditioning 
* Professional security 
• Weekly housekeeping service 
* Decorated lounge areas 
• Quiet study environments 
• On-premise dining room and home cooked meais 
* Fitness and laundry room 
* Internet capability and access to YSU Network 

OtOBtyson'St,* <oft.t?itlve»ity Plasa) * Phone; (330) 744-5361 

Are You a compassionate 
& caring person? 

HATTIE LARLHAM Community 
Services is seeking dedicated 
individuals to provide for the 
personal needs of children & 
teens with disabilities. Home 
care positions available 
part-time 1st & 2nd shift in 
Youngstown and surrounding 
suburbs. No experience 
necessary! Flexible scheduling. 

Students Welcomed! 

Call Lauri, Human Resources 
(800) 233-8611 X3844 
www.hattielarlham.orQ 

EOE/M/F "drug-free workplace" 

Want fully furnished apartment? 

C O U R T Y A R D 
A P A R T M E N T S 

Bring this ad in and receive a free t-shirt. 

University 
Courtyard 

Apartments 

2014 Fedor hall 
Youngstown State University 

P.O. Box 1234 
Youngstown, OH 

44501 

Toll free # 
1-888-239-9375 

Fax # 
(330)941-1988 

Hours 
Mon-Fri9to5 

E-Mail us at 
ucysu@universitycourt-

yard.com 

Visit our website at 
universitycourtyard.com 

52) A L L UTILITIES INCLUDED!! 

51) You'll never be late to class 

50) You'll be able to tell your grand-
kids stories about how you had to 
walk to class 

49) Study Hard. Live Easy 

48) Fully Furnished 

• 47) 3 great floor plans to choose 
from 

46) Private bedrooms w/ locks 

45) Bathroom w/tub 

44) Full si/.c beds 

43) Large closet w/ shelves 

42) 1.2 & 4 bedroom apartments 

4l)Mini blinds 

40) Frosl free refrigerator w/ ice 
maker 

39) Microwave 

38) Dishwasher 

37) Garbage Disposal 

36) Living off of historic Wick Oval 

35) Volleyball court 

34) Roommate matching program 

33) Handicap accessible units . 

32) Beautiful Landscaping 

31) Study Room 

30) Gated parking area 

29) Plush neutral carpet 

28) New Everything 

27) Servicing YSU Students 

26) Stay during school breaks 

25) First to call University Courtyard 
Apartments...HOME 

24) Walk to all athletic events 

23) Walk to Kilcawley Center 

22) Basketball Court 

21) Convenient Laundry facilities 

20) Computer lab w/hi-specd internet 

19) Intrusion alarms 

18) Meet great neighbors 

17) Make new friends 

16) Study desk iii each bedroom 

15) Living in historic Smoky Hollow 

14) Game room 

13) Local phone included 

12) Hi-speed internet in each bed
room . 

11) Professional^ caring staff 

10) Awesome Fitness Center 

9) Fully equipped business center 

8)Planncd resident functions 

7) Convenient Living 

6) Local cable included 

5) 24 hour emergency maintenance 

4) Individual Leases 

3) Ceiling fans in the living room 

2) One monthly check pays it all 

1) We'd love to have you as a 
resident! 

1/2) Just because... 

http://www.summerwork4you.com
http://www.hattielarlham.orQ
http://yard.com
http://universitycourtyard.com
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The facts are emerging: B u s h declared w a r w i t h question
able evidence. 

President George VV. B u s h told the A m e r i c a n people a n d 
Congress that Iraq posed unprecedented threats to our nat ion. 
H e talked of weapons of mass destruction, f i l l ing people w i t h 
fear. H e even went as far as to say he k n e w where they were. 
, The truth is n o w surfacing. In the best scenario, his stater 

ments were mis leading. In the worst, he l i e d . 

A s college students,taught to believe i n the A m e r i c a n sys
tem of government, this latest revelation s h o u l d touch off a 
f irestorm of protest o n campuses across the country. ;. 

, B u s h has been p o u n d e d day after day w i t h editorials a n d 
stories document ing his massive mis-step. H e hasn't f l inched. 
H e has done nothing to explain the situation to the A m e r i c a n 
people. So; it is n o w u p to us-—the guardians of the future.; We 
must speak out and tell B u s h and other leaders that w e w i l l not 
tolerate lies, deceit a n d manipula t ion . ; , 

For Bush there is o n l y one s imple question: Where are the 
weapons of mass destruction? 

Where are the "tons of thousands" of chemical a n d biologi 
cal weapons that Bush promised? . 

, Where are they? - , 
I n the beginning, some were skeptical about a w a r w i t h 

Iraq. But many-felt it their duty as citizens to stand by the presi
dent. .-• • 

H e broke his promise and n o w good Americans must do 
whatever is necessary to restore truth, integrity a n d honor to 
the highest office in the land . r ; 

U . S . inspections have f o u n d nothing, but B u s h has contin
ued to distract the A m e r i c a n people f rom the real issue. H e has 
ignored our questions w i t h comments about Iraqi freedom,, 
instead of answering the question of where are the weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Where are the weapons of mass destruction? 
N o response f rom Bush. 
Instead, he n o w states that with ; t ime, Iraq's "weapons pro

grams" w i l l be uncovered. - : 
The logical question: Where are the weapons of mass , 

destruction? - > • 
It has been suggested that if B u s h deliberately l ied to the 

A m e r i c a n publ ic —• persuading them to accept a w a r that c o u l d 
not be otherwise justified — h i s s c a n d a l could be worse than 
.Watergate. W e can o n l y agree. , , 

; I f w e entered a w a r a n d destroyed a country a i l for one» 
belief that we w o u l d be sav ing the w o r l d a n d our nation f rom 
horr i f ic terror, and none of t h i s p a n s out to be true, B u s h is n o 
better than President N i x o n arid others w h o have broken the 
publ ic ' s trust. 

^The U n i t e d Nat ions had asked that the U.S. to a l l o w their 
inspectors to continue their searches. B u s h w o u l d not hear of it. 
H e assured>the publ i c that the weapons of mass destruction 
were there and the country h a d to a c t n o w . 

•. The question; Where are the weapons of mass destruction? 
;; College students have an obl igat ion to future generations , 

to keep asking' this question and to listen h a r d to the answers.' 
O n e f inal time; Where are the weapons of mass destruc

tion? - - •• -•- - • 

The Jambar editorials reflect the opinions of The Jambar and its Editorial 
Board members: Editor in Chief Angela Olin, News Editor La'el Hughes, Design 
Editor BJ. Lisko and Copy Editor Rebecca Marquis. Those wishing to schedule 
meetings with the Editorial Hoard should call the editor in chief. 

Letters must he typed end should not exceed 400 words. Each letter must 
include a name and telephone number for verification purposes. All submissions are 
subject 10 editing for spelling and grammar. Submissions must be received by noon 
Friday for Tuesday's edition and by noon Tuesday for Thursday's edition. 

The Jambar will not print letters that libel others or threaten harm. The editor 
in chief reserves the right to reject letters shat do not follow policy. The views and 
opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect those of The Jambar staff or YSU fac
ulty, staff or administration. 
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Sports Commentary 

osa should not be crucified for cork 

SOSA 

B Y M A R K S T E V E N S 

The jambar 

After the ter
rorist attacks of 
September 11, 
2001, S a m m y 
Sosa started r u n 
n i n g out to h i s 
posi t ion i n r ight 
f i e ld c a r r y i n g a 

miniature A m e r i c a n flag. 

He ' s a lways sprinted to his 
p o s i t i o n , a n d he's a l w a y s 
smi led b i g for the cameras. 

H i s image as a good g u y 
paled i n c o m p a r i s o n to his 
stature on the baseball f ield, 
however. 

A n d n o w it 's a l l f a d i n g 
away very qu ick ly as though 
someone shook up the Etch-a-
Sketch of Sammy's w o r l d . 

For al l of his prodigious 
blasts into the seats, it is a 
d i n k y g r o u n d o u t to second 
base that people are going to 
talk about for the next few 
years w h e n they m e n t i o n 
S a m m y Sosa. 

The bat he was u s i n g 
exploded, a n d inside, a s m a l l 
piece of cork was f o u n d . 

S a m m y Sosa? A c o r k e d 
bat? Wait a minute. H e ' s one of 
the good guys. H e ' s a hero (and 
don't talk to me about sports 
stars not being heroes. I 'm talk
i n g about the real w o r l d , and if 
y o u don ' t t h i n k that sports 
stars are g iven the status of 
heroes a n d idols , I've got a 
plane ticket for y o u a n d 
Charles Barkley to come join 
me here i n reality.) 

S a m m y Sosa has hit 505 
homeruns i n his already i l lus
trious career. H e ' s h a d three 
seasons w i t h more than 60 
homeruns , a major league 
record. 

But now, because of what 
S a m m y cal ls a " m i s t a k e , " 
everyone is questioning each 
and every blast. 

S a m m y says he used the 
cork bat for batting practice for 
the fans. Forget the research, 
w h i c h says corked bats do not 
improve the overall distance a 
batted bal l travels. S a m m y w a s 
t ry ing to help baseball (and it 
sure does need some help.) 

O r so he says. A n d should 
w e bel ieve h i m ? S h o u l d w e 
accept the explanation that he 

does not cheat, he does not use 
corked bats - s h o u l d w e believe 
he made an honest mistake? 

Yes, w e should . A n d w e , as 
a society of sports fanatics 
s h o u l d a l l o w S a m m y to l ive 
this d o w n . H e h a d 80 other bats 
examined and not one of them 
had cork i n them. 

Truth is, S a m m y made a 
mistake.. He ' s p a y i n g for the 
mistake w i t h a n eight game 
suspension a n d h a v i n g m e m 
bers of the media question his 
integrity. T h i n k that's easy? 

Jose Canseco (think anti-
hero and antithesis of S a m m y 
Sosa) recently was interviewed 
about this issue. W h y , I 'm not 
sure - and he says that S a m m y 
is the' v i c t i m of prejudices i n the 
media 's coverage of the events. 

Jose, crawl back into y o u r 
hole. 

The m e d i a extravaganza 
surrounding this event is not 
because S a m m y is black and 
f rom the D o m i n i c a n Republ ic . 

It's because w e are so 
shocked. S a m m y is an icon. I 
refuse to use the past tense. 
S a m m y w i l l get through this, if 
for no other reason than the fact 

that he broke three cardina l 
rules that publ i c figures abide 
by w h e n they get caught. 

H e d i d not lie, he d i d not 
blame anybody, a n d he d i d not 
a v o i d the issue. 

H e is not perfect. In fact, he 
h a d a n ug ly contract squabble a 
couple seasons ago. 

But d o y o u k n o w anyone 
w h o doesn't c o m p l a i n about 
h o w m u c h they make? D o y o u 
k n o w anyone w h o , i f they were 
i n a posi t ion to d o so, w o u l d 
not fight for more money? The 
talk about the inflated salaries 
of athletes is an o l d hat. Y o u 
can't b lame the athletes, 
because y o u w o u l d n ' t t u r n 
d o w n the money. 

S a m m y stood u p and said 
he made a mistake a n d he is 
sorry, and that makes h i m even 
more h u m a n , even more real. 

That makes h i m even more 
of the type of person to w h o m 
w e should tell our k ids , " L o o k . 
Y o u see the w a y he acts? Be l i k e 
that." 

Call Mark Stevens at (330) 
941-3758. 

Social security numbers need to be kept private 
Editor : 

He l lo , I 'm a current student as I have been for the past five 
years, and I w o u l d l ike to address a concern w i t h the university 's 
pol icy i n regards to the use of student social security numbers. 
Cons ider ing society's current trend w i t h identity theft, I don't see 
w h y it's necessary for student's social security numbers to be 
required everywhere w e turn, so m u c h so that it's referred to as 
our student number. 

They are used i n al l the administrative offices and are often 
needed w h e n m a k i n g inquiries about bil ls , grades and advise
ment questions. W h e n permits are g iven over the phone for class
es, the administrator, or whoever is g i v i n g the permits, requires 
the student's social. It's even plastered o n the identif ication cards, 
w h e n even the state of O h i o does not require it to be on licenses. 

The reason'for m y concern is that I recently received a copy of 
m y graduation evaluation i n the m a i l . The evaluation sheet was 
folded so that m y name and address w o u l d appear i n the w i n d o w 
of the envelope. Seems harmless, right? Well , the l ine above m y 
name, was also i n p l a i n sight as it passed through the hands at the 
university, not to mention the U.S . Postal Service/and this is w h y 
y o u can see I 'm concerned. 

I do not appreciate m y social security number being passed 
around w i t h such disregard, as seems to be done at the university. 
This is not the first t ime. This past summer term I d i d not receive 

a b i l l i n time for summer semester. W h e n I made a n inqui ry at the 
Bursar 's office I was told that a b i l l h a d been sent to me at the first 
part of M a y , w h i c h I h a d not received. A t that t ime I was in formed 
that m y b i l l h a d been due two days pr ior without m y k n o w i n g 
and that I n o w h a d a $30 late fee. 

I do not k n o w where m y b i l l went. I have l i v e d i n the same 
house for m y entire l ife and m y address has never changed at the 
university. A g a i n , I 'm sure y o u k n o w m y social security number 
was also, as always, pr inted on m y b i l l . Time a n d again I have 
heard some students c o m p l a i n i n m y classes that w e as students 
use our social security numbers for everything i n c l u d i n g tests. I 
realize that I m a y not represent the majority of this univers i ty a n d 
possibly people I've talked to do not either, but I st i l l believe that 
the universi ty should take better precautions w i t h pertinent s tu
dent identif ication information. 

Af ter a l l , w e do have patron i d numbers that are specific to 
each student and, w h e n used outside of the universi ty is of little 
importance to potential identity thieves. I hope that this letter w i l l 
have some impact on the w a y the universi ty handles our informa
tion, for if these problems are not corrected soon, I w o u l d hate to 
see what happens i n the future. 

Noelle Raab 
Junior 
Professional Writing and Editing , . 

News 
INITIATIVE, continued from page 1 

Gates Foundat ion, as w e l l as 
other sources. 

There are talks about 
b u i l d i n g a h i g h school on cam
pus, but nothing is definite. 

Bolla says that the commit
tee hopes to b u i l d a h i g h school 
on campus "wherever w e can 
f ind space." 

Bolla said the program has 
received two grants for $7,000 
and $40,000 f rom the B i l l a n d 
Mel issa Gates Foundat ion. 

H e said he has seen the 
project become very successful 
at a m i d d l e college i n 
P e n n s y l v a n i a . Bo l la noted a 
s u m m e r p r o g r a m w o u l d be 
i m p l e m e n t e d to prepare the 
students for their college expe
rience. 

H e said the program is for 
n inth grade students, w h o w i l l 
take college preparatory and 
O h i o standards courses, such 
as math, science, language arts 
and social studies. 

They w i l l also receive men
toring twice a week. A s sopho
mores, the students w i l l take 
transitional courses and learn 
"soft s k i l l s " such as attendance, 
preparation a n d responsibility, 
w h i c h w i l l a id them i n college 
and their careers. 

A n instructor w i l l evaluate 
each student i n d i v i d u a l l y to 

determine whether they can 
then take the appropriate col 
lege course. 

For example , a s tudent 
w h o passes their transitional 
math course may then take an 
in t roductory m a t h college 
course. 

"Fai lure is not a n opt ion , " 
said Bol la . "The goal is so that 
k ids w i l l k n o w what to expect 
w h e n they get to college. They 
w i l l look and behave just l ike 
any other student." 

Project director John 
Trul l io said an extensive inter
vention program is planned for 
next year 's eighth graders, fol 
l o w e d by another such pro
gram the f o l l o w i n g year. 

" I ' m real excited about i t , " 
said Trul l io . "It w i l l provide 
kids w i t h a great opportuni ty 
to receive a college educat ion." 

Bolla agreed. 
"It w i l l be a lot of fun and a 

lot of hard w o r k , " Bolla said. 
"It should be real successful. If 
w e can save 50 out of 100 k i d s 
f r o m b e i n g h i g h school 
dropouts, then we've been suc
cessful." 

Call Alicia Houston at (330) 

941-mi. 

ATWATER, continued from page 1 
strengthening m y skil ls at the 
senior management leve l . " 

In order to be considered 
for the institute, candidates 
were required to submit a rec
ommendat ion f rom a univers i 
ty president . U n i v e r s i t y 
President D a v i d Sweet p r o v i d 
ed the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n for 
Atwater. 

Attendees were required 
to h o l d a posi t ion equivalent to 
dean or above. 

" D r . A t w a t e r meets a l l 
those cri teria except ional ly 
w e l l , " F .C . Richardson^ 
C h a n c e l l o r E m e r i t u s at 
Indiana Univers i ty Southeast 
a n d M L I selection committee 
member, said. 

The program, w h i c h costs 
$1500, inc ludes a one-year
l o n g m e n t o r i n g component , 
d u r i n g w h i c h a sitt ing presi
dent or chancellor of a univer
sity fo l lows the progress of the 
seminar attendee and answers 
their questions, R i c h a r d s o n 
said. 

The seminar w i l l be con
ducted by several universi ty 
presidents, both current and 
former, i n c l u d i n g the president 
of A A S C U , Constant ine 
C u r r i s . 

"It's impress ive to have 
the president of A A S C U mak
i n g a presence," Atwater said. 

R i c h a r d s o n a n d A t w a t e r 
also said budget ing and fiscal 
management w o u l d be a large 
consideration at M L I . 

" M o s t presidents have di f 
f iculty early i n their presiden
cy because of budget manage
ment or m e d i a cons idera
t ions," Richardson said. 

A t w a t e r s a i d he w o u l d 
also l ike to s focus o n "creative 
and more effective fiscal m a n 
agement i n t ight economic 
t imes," as w e l l as fundra is ing 
for the university. 

Atwater , w h o assumes the 
role of acting president w h e n 
Sweet is unavailable, said the 
seminar also w i l l h e l p h i m per
f o r m i n his current job. 

" I n terms of professional 
development, it is useful for 
me personally a n d what m y 
future might h o l d / 7 A t w a t e r 
said. 

Atwater also said his par
t ic ipat ion i n the p r o g r a m 
w o u l d garner Y S U recognition. 

However , he said, he is 
h a p p y at Y S U a n d there are no 
i m p l i c a t i o n s that he w i l l 
become univers i ty president i n 
Youngs town or elsewhere. 

"I want to be the best I can 
be," Atwater said. 

Call Rebecca Marquis at 
(330)941-1913. 

http://www.thejambarxom
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Departments announce coaches, recruits 
B Y M A R K S T E V E N S 

The jambar 

Y S U ' s athletic programs 
have been busy over the s u m 
mer s igning new recruits and 
h i r i n g coaches as they prepare 
for their u p c o m i n g seasons. 

The s w i m m i n g a n d d i v 
ing, baseball, women's basket
bal l and women's track teams 
are a m o n g those w h o have 
been the most active this s u m 
mer. 

S W I M M I N G A N D D I V 

I N G 

Y S U has named a succes
sor to S w i m m i n g and D i v i n g 
H e a d Coach Jackie Bak, w h o 
resigned from her post to pur 
sue other interests. 

Matt Anderson , formerly 
a n assistant coach at O h i o 
State, has been tabbed for this 
pos i t ion , Y S U Associate 
Director of Athle t ics Ela ine 
Jacobs announced last week. 

Anderson , w h o spent four 
years as an assistant at O S U 
and two seasons as an assistant 
at Northern Il l inois University, 
graduated from N I U i n 1997. 
H e served as the recrui t ing 
coordinator at O S U a n d 
coached the sprinters. 

The program also added 
four divers to the team, w i t h 
Cortney Harless, Lynea H a r r i l , 
a n d E r i n M a z z a n t s i g n i n g 
national letters of intent to join 
Y S U ' s s w i m team i n the fall 
and .Kristen Moffat transfer
r i n g to Y S U from West 
Vi rg in ia . 

Y S U ' s d i v i n g team was 
already one of the top teams i n 

the H o r i z o n League, a n d w i t h 
these addit ions, Y S U D i v i n g 
Coach N i c k Gavolas said he " is 
confident that Y S U can remain 
one of the top d i v i n g programs 
i n the league." 

B A S E B A L L 

Y S U ' s baseball team has 
brought i n some of the best i n 
state talent to join this year 's 
already talented team. 

H e a d C o a c h M i k e Florak 
has announced that outfielder 
Brent Parks, pitcher/infielder 
Ju l ian Perler, shortstop Josh 
Page, catcher/outfielder Er ich 
Diedr ich , and pitcher/in fielder 
Tom Zetts, al l of O h i o , have 
signed national letters of intent 
to p lay for Y S U ' s baseball 
team. 

Zetts w i l l be a two-sport 
athlete for the Penguins, as he 
was one of the top recruits for 
the football team this year. 

In other baseball news, 
Corey Ohalek , one of the 
P e n g u i n s ' top pitchers this 
past season, has signed as an 
undrafted free agent w i t h the 
Flor ida M a r l i n s . Ohalek set 
school records w i t h 22 w i n s 
and 320 innings pitched. 

Freshman Charles Schultz, 
w h o led the Penguins w i t h a 
.357 batt ing average was 
n a m e d to the " L o u i s v i l l e 
S l u g g e r " Freshman A l l -
A m e r i c a n Team. 

W O M E N ' S 
B A L L 

B A S K E T -

N e w l y hired women's bas
ketball H e a d Coach Tisha H i l l 
has a n n o u n c e d her staff of 

assistant coaches for the 
u p c o m i n g season. 

Joining H i l l on the Y S U 
bench w i l l be K a r i n Nichol ls , 
K a r a Wi le and A m y Waugh. 

N i c h o l l s spent t w o sea
sons as the head coach at Texas 
Pan-Amer ican and five years 
as the head coach at Truman 
State. She w i l l serve as the 
recruiting coordinator for the 
Penguins. 

Wile , was a four-year start
ing point guard at Saint L o u i s 
U n i v e r s i t y a n d holds the 
school record for assists. 

W a u g h , an honorable 
m e n t i o n A l l - A m e r i c a n at 
Xav ier l ed the At lant ic -10 
Conference i n scoring last sea
son and w o n the E S P N College 
Three-point C h a m p i o n s h i p . 
She w i l l w o r k w i t h the 
Penguins ' perimeter players. 

W O M E N ' S T R A C K A N D 
F I E L D 

H e a d coach Brian G o r b y 
announced that the Penguins 
have signed "the best incom
i n g f reshman class of h i g h 
school seniors i n the state of 
O h i o . " 

D o m i n i q u e and D i o n n e 
Jones of C l e v e l a n d Heights ; 
Danie l l e Bol t of Brookl ine , 
Mass. ; L indsey and A m y H i l l 
of M t . Vernon, O h i o ; L i s a 
Davies of West Branch, O h i o ; 
K i m Jendre of M e d i n a , O h i o 
and Marie l le G l a n z of Liberty 
Center, O h i o have-all s igned on 
to join Y S U ' s track a n d field 
program. 

Call Mark Stevens at (330) 
941-3758. 

Meet YSU's new coaches 
Coach: Matt Anderson 
Posit ion: Swimming and Diving head coach 
Track Record: Four-year letter winner at Northern Illinois University, 
two-year assistant swim coach at NIU. Four year assistant 
coach/recruiting coordinator at Ohio State. 

Coach: Karin Nicholls 
Posit ion: Assistant coach, womens basketball 
Track Record: Two-year-head coach at Texas Pan-American. Five-
year head coach at Truman State. 

Coach: Kara Wile 
Posit ion: Assistant coach, womens basketball 
Track Record: Four-year starting point guard at Saint Louis 
University. Holds SLU record for assists. . 

Coach: Amy Waugh 
Posit ion: Assistant coach, womens basketball 
Track Record: Led Atlantic 10 conference in scoring last season at 
Xavier University. Honorable mention All-American: 

B a s e b a l l 

New Athletic Recruits 
D i v i n g 

1. Brent Parks — 
Outfielder 
2. Julian Perler — 
Pitcher/l nfielder 
3. Josh Page — 
Shortstop 
4. Erich Diedrich ~-
Catcher/Outfielder 
5. Tom Zetts — 
Pttcher/lnfielder 

1. Courtney Harless 
2. Lynea Harri! * 
3. Erin Mazzant 
4. Kristen Moffat (WVU 
transfer) 

T r a c k & F i e l d 

1. Dominique Jones 
2. Dionne Jones 
3. Danielle Bolt 
4. Lindsay Hill 
5. Amy Hill 
6. Lisa Davies 
7. Kim Jendre 
8. Marielle Glanz 

Sports Commentary 
Sorenstam, LPGA deserve respect 

B v D A V E D E V E R E U X 
The jambar 

W h i l e m u c h of the golf 
w o r l d w i l l be tuned i n to 
watch the U.S. O p e n this week
end, fans from the Northeast 
O h i o area w i l l have the treat of 
watching the biggest name i n 
the game, A n n i k a Sorenstam, 
battle an impressive f ie ld at the 
Giant Eagle L P G A Classic. 

Sorenstam has dominated 
the L P G A in recent years and 
so far is the leading money 
w i n n e r again i n 2003. She 
comes into town fresh off her 
fifth major victory at last week
end's L P G A C h a m p i o n s h i p . 

D o m i n a t i n g the L P G A 
Tour is what Sorenstam does 
best. She became an even b ig
ger icon in sports after compet
i n g on the P G A Tour i n the 
C o l o n i a l Invi tat ional last 
month. 

A l t h o u g h she fai led to 
make the cut, Sorenstam shot a 
respectable score of +5 (+1 i n 
the opening round), p r o v i n g 
that if she wanted to continue 
competing on the P G A Tour 
that she probably could make 
the cut at another tournament. 

Sorenstam's year to date 
may very w e l l be worthy of 
athlete of the year considera
tions. So w h e n she tees it u p 
F r i d a y at S q u a w Creek 
C o u n t r y C l u b , for only the sec
o n d time i n the tournaments' 
13-year history, this becomes a 
must-see event if y o u are a 
sports fan i n this area. 

N o w do not get me w r o n g , 
I am not comparing the Giant 
Eagle Classic to the U.S . O p e n , 
nor a m I saying Sorenstam is a 
better golfer than Tiger Woods. 
However , over the past several 
months there have been sports 
writers and critics w h o have 
r i p p e d the L P G A Tour a n d 
made it seem l ike nothing 
more than a second-rate 
golf league. This is absurd. 

T h i s is w h y I feel -/' 
Sorenstam w a n t e d to . 
compete on the P G A 
Tour i n the first place, 
not necessarily because 
she wanted to prove that 

w o m e n c o u l d compete w i t h 
men, but because she wanted 
to p l a y o n the " p e r c e i v e d " 
highest level i n golf. 

Too often i n A m e r i c a , 
w o m e n ' s professional sports 
are considered lower versions 
of the men's leagues, instead of 
be ing v i e w e d as w h a t they 
really are - another profession
al sports league. So Sorenstam, 
l ike any competit ive athlete, 
seized the challenge of m o v i n g 
u p to another level . 

I don ' t b lame her — I 
blame the system. 

The w r o n g message is 
being sent to y o u n g girls w h o 
are i n v o l v e d i n sports w h e n 
the top female athletes i n the 
w o r l d must compete w i t h men 
to prove h o w good they really 
are. N i n e times out of ten, I ' m 
pretty sure h o w these experi
ments w i l l turn out. 

T h e female athlete w i l l 
p e r f o r m admirably , as 
Sorenstam s h o w e d , but the 
male athletes w i l l d isplay an 
enormous edge i n p h y s i c a l 
ability, as the rest of the f ield at 
the C o l o n i a l showed 
Sorenstam. 

This is noth
i n g new. In fact, a f e ^ * 
this is w h ; 
there are twc 
s e p a r a t 
leagues i n the 
first place, i» 
so female 
a t h l e t e s 
such as 

\ 
S o r e n s t a m * 

can have a V ; -
•> s u c c e s s f u l \ . 

/ career i n profes- 1 
s iona l sports, \ 

;/ instead of battling the 
/ bottom-rung players on 

the P G A Tour. 
I give Sorenstam a lot of 

cred it for r e a l i z i n g n o w 
h o w m u c h she means to 
women 's golf and decidin; 
to play at the Giant Eag, 

Classic this weekend. 
It is not the U.S i 

O p e n or L P G A 
C h a m p i o n s h i p , but since 

the tournament began i n 1990, 
it has produced some of the 
most entertaining f inal rounds 
i n women's golf. 

Seven times the champi
onship has been decided i n a 
playoff and last year saw M i 
H y u n K i m edge K e l l y Robbins 
b y one stroke i n a t h r i l l i n g 
Sunday afternoon duel . 

A n d w h i l e Sorenstam is 
sure to br ing added attention 
this f ield, it was not that bad to 
begin w i t h . The list of players 
compet ing i n this year's Giant 
Eagle Classic includes some of 
the best i n the w o r l d such as Se 
R i Pak, Grace Park, a n d 
Christ ie Kerr, as wel l as u p a n d 
coming stars l ike Beth Bauer 
and Natal ie Gulb is . 

In addi t ion to the level of 
golf, the w o m e n on the L P G A 
Tour may be the classiest pro
fessionals i n sports. 

Those w h o have attended 
the Giant Eagle Classic i n the 
past probably k n o w the courte
ous manner i n w h i c h these 
golfers h a n d l e themselves 
amongst the patrons. Those 
w h o have not attended might 

want to start. 
It has t ru ly 

become a great tra
di t ion of profes-

s i o n a l 
, sports i n 

| t h e 
M a h o n i n g 

:f Valley. 

; Call Dave 
I Devereux at 

r (330) 941-
3523. 

CD Review 
Staind takes laid hack approach 

Photo courtesy of staind.com 

B Y R Y A N M C C A B E 
The Jambar 

. A n y o n e expect ing a n a l l out nu-metal 
assault of loud guitars, thunder ing bass and 
screaming vocals f rom Staind's newest release 
should be warned. O n their th ird a lbum, '"14 
Shades of Gray, " lead singer A a r o n L e w i s and 
company have taken a different approach to 
their music . 

Gone is their unoriginal nu-metal sound 
and lead singer A a r o n L e w i s ' persistent w h i n 
i n g about his crappy relationship w i t h his par
ents that dominated both their major label 
debut, " D y s f u n c t i o n , " and their breakthrough 
a l b u m , "Break the C y c l e . " Instead, the band has 
p u t together an a l b u m of semi-sat i s fy ing 
melodies and soul-searching ballads. 

The a lbum's first single, "Price to Pay," is 
the o n l y exception to this rule. W i t h its head-
banging guitar riffs and L e w i s ' snar l ing vocals 
about taking things for granted, it feels as if it 
was added to the a l b u m just to remind us of 
what Staind used to sound l ike. 

W i t h its la id back approach and just a hint 
of inspiration f rom Metall ica 's " N o t h i n g Else 
Matters , " "So Far A w a y " is one of the album's 
most satisfying cuts., I f s touching to see that 
prot^gds of L i m p Bizkit ' s lead singer Fred Durst 
can actually elicit feeling and emotion f rom his 
music a n d show offer a g l i m m e r of 'hope for a 
band that has seemed so stuck on self-pity. W i t h 

•lyrics l ike, " I ' m not ashamed/To be the person 
that I am today/These are m y words/That I've 
never said before I think I 'm d o i n g o k a y / A n d 
this is the smile/That I've never s h o w n before," 
y o u ' l l be w o n d e r i n g whether or not L e w i s is on 
Prozac. 

Part of L e w i s ' acceptance of himself a n d his 
life may have to do w i t h the bir th of his daugh
ter. O n " Z o e Jane," a somewhat mushy, but u l t i 

mately touching ode to his little bundle of joy, 
L e w i s agonizes over h a v i n g to leave her w h e n 
band duties call . " W h e n I w a l k e d out this m o r n 
i n g I cried as I w a l k e d to the door/I cried about 
h o w long I 'd be away for/I cried about leaving 
y o u a l l alone." 

Hey, i f w e can let W i l l Smith sl ide w i t h "Just 
the Two of U s , " and Scott Stapp of Creed get 
away w i t h " W i t h A r m s W i d e O p e n , " its really 
not fair to make fun of L e w i s a n d his n e w f o u n d 
abil i ty to communicate w i t h his emotions. 

L e w i s ' odes to important people i n his life 
don' t stop w i t h " Z o e Jane/' either. H e continues 
on " L a y n e , " a soul-searching a n d haunt ing bal 
lad that pays tribute to the late A l i c e i n Chains 
front m a n Layne Staley, whose self-destructive 
habits tragically c laimed his life l o n g after his 
band's reign had ended. 

L e w i s ' fe l low band members intentionally 
and effectively capture the essence of the A l i c e 
i n Chains ' sound and L e w i s himself mimics 
Staley's trademark vocals so w e l l that it sounds 
like Staley himself has been resurrected f rom the 
grave. "The words y o u said, y o u made me feel 
l ike I was not alone/The w o r d s y o u said, y o u 
gave me the strength to carry o n / M y life y o u 
saved/Your name was L a y n e . " 

Overa l l , the a l b u m is sure to create m i x e d 
emotions amongst die-hard Staind fans. A l ine 
surely w i l l be d r a w n i n the sand between those 
w h o feel this is the band's finest creative effort 
a n d those w h o w i l l accuse the b a n d of " se l l ing 
out ." 

A fr iend of mine w h o k n o w s her music (and 
falls into the latter group of Staind fans) urged 
me not to b u y this a lbum, assuring me it w o u l d 
be crap, but 1 refused to listen (the bonus D V D 
was a nice incentive as wel l ) . Initially, I was a bit 
taken aback by the a lbum's la id back sound, but 
I can honestly say that it grows o n y o u if y o u 
keep an open m i n d and listen to it more than 
once. 

http://staind.com

