Prior to; her tenure at UWF,

Ed College Names Florida Professor Dean

YSU - Dr. Clara M. Jennings, as-
sociate dean of the College of Edu-
cation at the University of West
Florida in Pensacola, FL. had been
named dean of the School of Edu-
cation at YSU effective in August.

A native of Arkansas,
Jennings is the first African-
American named as a college dean
at YSU. She was among 39 candi-
dates consideréd for the position

Jennings is the second Afri-
can-American and the second
woman to be appointed to a top-
level position by President
Cochran.

“Dr. Jennings’ outstanding
academic and administrative cre-
dentials and her belief that we
must do more to reach out to the
local schools and to the commu-
nity at large will enrich YSU and
our community,” said Cochran. “|
am pleased that the top candidate
from our national search has
agreed to serve as dean of ourcol-
lege of education.”

Dr. James J. Scanlon, provost

ét YSU, said Jennings will provide
strong leadership within the Uni-
versity and community on matters
relating to the strengthening of
teaching and learning.

“Dr. Jennings has an excellent
background and firm commiuiment
to faculty development and edu-
cational partnerships with the
schools.” Scanlon said. “She is a
distinguished African-American
educator whose career spans sev-
eral states and the international
setting.”

Jennings. who has served in
her curremt position at the Univer-
sity of West Florida since 1990,
indicated she was excited about the
opportunity to be at YSU. “The
challenges are great. but YSU is
on the move. | am excited to be a
part of the team!

“As the educational landscape
continues to change in the 1990s.
educators and educational institu-
tions must contihue to change.”
Jennings said. “| see that happen-
ing at YSU, with the leadership of

Dr. Jennings

Dr. Cochran and the cooperation
of dedicated faculty members. We
can create a new future.”

Jennings said she wilt search
for ways for YSU's School of Edu-
cation to reach out to school dis-
tricts throughout the valley.

“I think we can find new ways
1o encourage and support the edu-
cational process in the community.
This is especially important in re-
lation to the inner-city,” Jennings
said.

In addition to serving as as-

sociate dean of the College of Edu-
cation at the University of West-
ern Florida, Jennings holds the
rank of associate professor of early
childhood. language arts and read-
ing. She earned her doctorate in
elementary education and lan-
guage arts at Michigan State Uni-
versity in 1973. She also hoids a
master’s degree in elementary cdu-
cation from Wayne State Univer-
sity in Detroit and a bachelor’s
degree in elementary education
from the University of Arkansas at
Pine Biuff.

Prior 10 becoming an associ-
ate dean at the University of West
Florida, Jennings served as a
Roundtree Caldwell Bryan Distin-
guished Professor of Education
and chair of the Education/Social
Sciences Division of Arkansas
College in Batesville, AR. She has
also served as an administrative
fellow to the provost and vice
president for academic affairs and
director of several projects at
UWFE

Jennings segved in faculty posi-
tions at Grambling State Univer-
sity 1n Louisiana. the University of
Arkansas at Pine Bluff and Herbent
H. Lehman j.’o!lcgc in New York
City. She has also served as a pro-
fessor in Gaeece with the Office
of Overseas! Schools of the U:S.
State Department. coordinator of
the Early Childhood Education
Program of Ferns Stzte College of
Education m Michigan and as a
consultant f Michigan Depart-
ment of Higher Education.

Jennings has taught kinder-
garten and ﬂm. second and third |
grade in Mighigan and Missouri
She has also published a bowi
titled Good [Programs for Youn:
Childn'n;:{;ms published many
articles a her research on early
childhood education and education
in general. ! y

Jenning} and her husband. Dr.
James E. Jepnings. a professor at
the University of West Florida.
have two daughters. Toi Renee and
Terri Lynn. |



