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THOMAS &, CARNEY JR.

Themas J. Carney Jr. was born February 17, 1934 in
Youngstown, Ohio, the son of Thomas J., and Loretta A.
Carney. He attended Ursuline High School 1n Youngstown,
Ohlo graduating in 1952. He then went on to Youngstown
State University receiving his B,S. in 1956.

Mr., Carney was cmployed by the McNicholas Transpor-
taticn Company and subsequently the Ohio Hcuse ¢f Repre~
sentatives from 1971 to the present (1975).

On January 28, 1956 he married Mary Rita and they
have three children, Tom atiends St, Charles Church of
Boardman, Ohioc. He is a member of Trumbull County Trus-
tees Associlation, Youngstown Traffic Club, Boardman Civic
Associatlion, Boardman Lions Club, Boardman Youth Center
Board, Newton ¥alls Chamber of Commerce and Struthers

Athletic Club.
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TNTERVIEWEE: THOMAS J, CARNEY JR.

INTERVIEWER: Mark Connelly

SUBJECT :
DATE: March 10, 1975
CO: This is an interview with Mr., Thomas J. Carney Jr,

CA:

for the Youngstown State University Oral History
Project dealing with the Mahoning County Democratic
Party. It is being done in the Liberal Arts Building,
Youngstown State University. The date is March 10,
1975, It's approximately 10:20 a.m.

Okay Mr, Carney, would you please talk a 1itt1e bit
about your background: famlly, neighborhcod, educa-
ticn, occupation?

All right. Well, first of all, I was born on the
south side on Hudson Drive, 3131 Hudson Drive, which
was about two doors from Sheridan Grade School. So,
I started my first three years in Sheridan Schecol in
Youngstown and then I went to Saint Dominic's, gradu-
ating from there in 1948, Then T went on to Ursuline
High School, graduating from there in 11952,

My dad, at the time~~from about 1942 until he passed
away in 1965~-was Mahoning County Commissidner, S0,
during those early years, even before T became a
teenager, and then as a teenager, government anyhow--
not so much polifics—--but government was sort of
something that we lived with because it really was
bread and butter to our family. ILike you said

your uncle was in the procery business, well, my
father was in the business of politics and government,
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My father came from an Irish section of Youngstown.
They used to call it Kilkinny, All the Irish, when
they came over, they settled in a place called Kil-
kinny, which is really around Williamson Avenue. And
most of the men, like my grandfather was a puddler in
the mill, and he died at a relatively young age, My
father started working in the mill, I think, around
thirteen in order to help sustain the rest of the
members of the family. So, that's the kind of begin-
ning. And T suppose that we all have to start from
some cultural point to find out what makes us tick
and where we start.

CO: Did your father ever talk about how he got involved
in politics?

CA: My father was active in sports. He was promoted to
Golden Glove. Prior to Golden Glove, now that
started back right after the end of Worlgd War I. My
Tather was a Marine 1In World War I. And boxing in
those days, around World War 1, prior to World War I,
wag a pretty good sport. I suppose it's because you’
could put a let of people in it. Everybody had to
compete with one ancther and it's a one on one. It
was a kind of competitive sport that mest anybody
could participate in. And so, my father was active
in that.

The story is that my father came home from World War I:
he used te do a 1ittle kit of boxing and his clalim

to fame was he was being a second for a fighter and
the fighter failed to show and he was fighting a
pretty good contender. So, my father jumped in the
ring to take hils place., The fellow was a fighter

by the name of Kid Sclomon. My father beat Kid Solo~
mon. I guess he knocked Kid Sclomon out. But my
grandmother obJected to boxing as a sport and so,

she made him give her hisg word that he would not
continue to box. So, he didn't box, but he got in
the business of tralining fighters and that from
winning the Golden Gloves and this kind of thing.

So, the Golden Gloves and sports gave him the name,
recognition that helped him when he ran for office,
Now, he had run for sheriff back in the late 1930's.
He ran for Clerk of Ccurtes and was defeated. There
was probably, at that time, maybe ten candidates
running for sheriff., He ran for Clerk of €ourts in
the late 1930's and he lost by Just a handful of
votes in the primary. Both of these were primary
contests, But then, I think the third race that he
was Invelved in was County Commissioner, and he won
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that., I think that was around 1942 and he kept that
until he died in 1965. So, that was the kind of
background that he had.

My mother was born in Niles, OChic in & place called
Weathersfleld and she was raised in her early davs

on a farm. My grandfather used tce sell sand and
gravel to contractors. They came from a rather farm
kind of life and then they moved into the City of
Niles and lived across the street from the MeKinley
Memorial, but they had really no political background
of any kind. My grandfather, he owned a coupnle houses
and he would fix them up and rent them. I suppose

in those days collecting rent and odd types of ways
of making a living prevailed. I don't know what

else my grandfather did, except that sand and gravel
thing and owned some property. But ultimately, he
was not a wealthy man. So, neither side of my

family really had any financial wealth at all.

Okay, what was your first actual venture into poli-
tics?

My own personal venture, I suppocse came after my
father died in 1965. My father made a statement when
I expressed to him an interest in pelitics. e
said, "I don't know anybody with a college education
that would want to get into politics," T kind of
really Felt bad about that because I was looking at
it from the point cf view that we really need pro-
fegsional people in this kind of thing. But I gup-
pose he had seen politiecs in Youngstown from the
1930's through, and there was probably a lot of
things in it that he didn't particularly want for
his son. But in any case, 1t was too late, because
I had probably been hitten by the bug.

I remember as a little kid, I was golng ocut and put-
ting up signs on telephone poles, as we did In those
days. And T did a lot of work to try and get him
elected. And =o, T ran for State Central Committee-
man, which was part of the old congressional district
that was represented by TFrank Bow, which had the
southern part of Mahoning County, and then we went
down in Canton. And I ran third in that Démocratic
primary. And T really did get a good vote from the
Mahoning County section. 0Of course, 1 didn't get

a big enough vote to overcome Canton and Stark County.
I was a newcomer down there. 8o, that encouraged

me tc run for Township Trustee, which T did do in,

I think, 1969. And I ran for that office and was
elected. Then I decided that I should try for the
legislature. The district that was the old 83rd
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District had been changed a little bit to give it
a few more Democrat votes. Sc, I felt that I had
a fifty-rifty chance of being elected. I ran for
the office and was elected,

Let's go back a little bit there. When you attempted
to come out Democratic State Central Committeeman,

was there a type of campalgn you had to run for this
position?

Not really, the State Central Committeeman weould
represent that county or that congressional dis-
trict at the state level in maybe setting some state
policy. Whether state policy is really set by State
Central Commifteemen, T think, is dubious. I really
don't think that they do. But it was my idea to

get started and get something rcolling and it hap-
pened to be a position that was available and where
1 wouldn't step on anybody locally, on any local
toes.

Before this, you were Mahoning County Committeeman,
right?

Well, 1 started as a precinct committeeman, right.

I don't know. I suppose I had been a precinct com-
mitteeman since 1960 I would suppose, maybe a little
kit lafter than that.

Eow did this come about?

Well, the person who had the Job wasn't going to
run anymore and I got the word., And somecone sald
to me-~I can't recall who--"Why don't you run for
precincet committeeman?" I said, "Oh, all right."
So, I went on the ballot and nobody else went on.
S0, I really had it to myself., There was no compe-
tition,

ITs that the way it usually is?
Yes, probably, unfortunately.

What do you attribute this to? That there's so
little interest? .

I think that we have a lot of people that get
interested in politics, in and out. It's a flash
interest that comes and goes., And there's a lot of

impatience with the party routine of precinct commit-
teeman-~being elected fo that and then doing your job
in the precinct level. But they overlook the fact
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that the precinct committeemen--their accumulated
votes determines the policy of the local Democrat
Party. And so, when there's no interest in pre-~
cincet politics~--no interest in terms of people
getting Inveolved and wanting to take a part in it--~
then there's no interest in making any change,
because it's very easy for a county chairman, as an
example , . . You really have tc kind of beg people
to get involved at the precinct level. And so,

the county chairman who is elected by precinct
committeemen, can almost pick people who he wants

in the prec¢incis so that, really, he séts himself
in, locks himself in as county chairman. And he
really has no threat unless someone would launch

a campalgn to change a significant number of com-
mitteemen, in terms of changing the structure of the
local party.

S0, that's what has happened here?

So, that's what has happened here, and that's
why you really don't see change,

You personally, how do you view this?

There's probably two schools abeout it, Sometimes

you think a vital party would be one where there's

a lot of people participating, where nothing is cut
and dry, where the party has to respond to a lot of
people, And scmetimes that school of thought leads
you to the ultimate conclusion, though, that when it
comes time to making decisions, that the decisilon
that's made comes through a leot of bitternesg and
argument and controversy and ends up with a fractured
kind of party, versus ocone that's dominated by, maybe,
one person who really can generate unity and strength
and the things that are necessary to keep a unified
party together to win a November election. So, ul-
timately, you get to the point: Is the thrust of
strong part leadership better politically? And it
probably 1s,

Just like as an example, you say if you're judging

it on success, then you have to look at Mayor Daly's

operation in Chicago and how he get's re-~elected,

He has a strong political organizatlion and he is the

key man. And they keep winning elections and they

do 1t because they have a structure, which even local
precinct commitfteemen can respond to local probliems,

fixing streets or providing services to people,
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We don't have that kind of a structure here to that
extent, but we do have a pretiy strong party, but
1t really doegsn't have very broad participation,

You point out this strength in the party, this type
of operation, but what dces it do for the constitu-
enta?

One of the problems is that if it isolates itselfl
and becomes . . . Tt's restricted not so much by
choice, but because of apathy, In other words,
nobody 1is fighting to get in! Nobody really wants

to Join it, sco it's left to go pretty much by itsell.
And what happenes then, I think, is because there's
no competition, there's nobody really looking for
the job, that it brings about an apathy within the
organization, too, among the participants there.
Probably that's the biggest problem that we have
right now is that the c¢ity has changed; many of the
people have moved away and it's very difficult to

get those that are remaining to be very enthusiastic,
T think.

S0, you think a competitive body at this point would
be gaod for the party in this area?

T think that competition at the precinect committee
level would be an advantage. I think that, where

if we had more people that were interested enocugh in
pelitics that that interest would be shown by running
for precinct committeeman, and getting involved at
the precinct level would be a gcod thing for the
party because then it shows interest and enthusiasm
and all the rest,

The Demccratic Party has much less a problem than

the Republican Party. The Republican Party, I don't
know if they had fifty percent of their precinects
where people even wanted toe run for the job, even
uncontested, They had tc appoint precinct committee
people. I suppose that's an example of the pcliftical
system being fturned off by people, I think that one
of the things is that Americans don't have time for
politics. T think that's one of the big problems
that they Jjust won't take the time.

Well, you held a job at McNicholas, Did you find
it being sort of like a burden to be involved with
politics and also to hold a job?

Being involved in pelitics is not a burden. It
becomes a burden when you take a public office and
try and to two at the same time. When I was Presi-



CARNEY 7

dent of Mass Transit Authority, as an example, and I
worked full-time at MecNicholas, I received nc check
from Mass Transit Authority and I was working full-
time at McNicholas. And T found myself doing things
for the Mass Transit Authority, spending time on
that at no cost to the taxpayer, not collecting a
salary, and I was taking time away from the Job,
which was not a fair thing.

And a lot of fimeg you find that people that are
engaged in cther areas are subsidizing government
hecause they are giving up fime from things they
should be doing to make a living:; and they're giving
1t to government because they're interested in govern-
ment. and it's a challenge and this kind of thing.

But you find a good, dedicated city councilman and he
has 2 Job doing something else~-schoclteacher or
whatever 1t might be-~-you find he has to make a lot
of sacrifice of personal time to do both of those
things and do them well.

S0, we have a lot of dedicated people in government.
Even today, as much as you hear how bad 1t is, I've
been around a long time in business and then iIn govern-
ment and a 1little bit of both at the same time, and
the quality of people in politics, by and large, I've
found to be extremeiy high, Now, we have some places
where we have weak public officials. There's no
question about that, but overall, and by and large,
I've found them to be pretty strong people or they
wouldn't be able to jump out of society and assume
the responsibilities that they do in government.

CO: Back to the precincts for a second~-you mentioned &
that you think that competition at the precinct
level would be good. What about the other party
leaders? Do you think they would approve of this
sort of action?

CA: It doesn't make any difference whether they approve
or not. 1 think that party leaders feel more suc-
cessful when they have activity and when they can
generate activity because they get concerned when
there isn't any because then 1t's much more dif-
ficult for them to get things worked up for a cam=:
paign. 3o, I would say the party leaders, although
it might make it easier for them to maintain their
position, by the same token, they do like to win
electiong, and they do like to have that enthusiasm.

We come from an old school here in politics in Youngs-
town, Mr, Sulligan hag been chairmarn for a long time~-
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many, many years, since the 1940's I think. It comes
from the school of a strong political leadership.

And you don't really survive in those posgitions very
long unless you have the ability of keeping your house
in order in terms of being able to generate the sup-
port to keep that position. He has been able to do

it throughout the years because of successful elec-
tions.

Now, in the last six years, I suppose, since Jack
Hunter has become mayor, there has been a question

as to whether or not we can generate enough enthusiasm
in Mahoning County to take and become a strong poli-
tical party in terms of being able to take a seat
from a very capable man from the other party. It

has been a iack of interest on the part of candidates
to want fo try someone who 1g a good candidate and
has done a relatively good job. So, we'vre faced now
with an 1nabllity to get candidates, facing a strong
cpponent.

There are many Democrats in this present administra-
tion. As an example, probably most of the cabinet,

1f not all of them, are Democrat. So, you have a
Republican mayor and a guasi~Democratic administra-
tion, really. And you have a majority Republican city
councilmen in a majority Democrat city. So, Republi-
cang that have come into office have kind of forgotten
their partisanship and have just said, "Well, we're
going to call the shots the way we see it and get
along with everybody," and they've done that and it
has been very successful for them to do 1t.

I think Demcecrats have had difficulty in handling

that because they have to go back to the same old
party structure--you have a Democrat maycr, then you
have all Democrat employees, and really, there's not
much room for the other party in the Democrat adminis-
tration.

So, I think the independent voter, now, has kind of
struck~out in terms of forgetting about party labels
and have gone looking at men and individuals and ad-
ministrations. And it's kind of a new ballgame in
the city of Youngstown. And I think that's why we
have such an inabkility to handle this administration
politically.

What do you think it's going to do in the future for
area peclitics?

I don't think it will do anything different 1in the
future here than it will do anyplace in the state. I
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believe that there's a certain area for party poli-
ties 1n order to keep a strong political system,
two-party system. Sco, I think that's always going
to be a part of our make-up-~-~1 don't think at the
local level nearly as much as the state and at the
federal level.

It's kind of ironic, when the last figures came out
that only eighteen percent of the people in the
country are supposed to be Republicans. And Repub-
licans Jjust had a meeting where they were talking
about whether they should broaden their base, Con-
servatives say, "No, don't broaden your base. Be
conservative and express that." Weil, the fact of
the matter is that i1f you lock at the successes of
that eighteen percent, it's not tco bad. You have
the city of Youngstown that has a Republican mayor,
Cleveland, Columbug, Ycu can go right through the
major cities in Ohioc with Republican., The Governor,
right now, happens to be Republican, The President
1s Republican. The legislative bodies are often
times Democrat.

It appears the public has made a decision that maybe
Republicans are better in the Executive Branch and
fhe Democrats in the Legislative Branch, I don't
know whether that's trues or not, but Republicans

seem to have less peoples When they geft into the Exece-
utive Brnach, they seem to have legs pressure than
Democrats do. They don't seem to get the pressure
from labor groups, as an examplie, for pay. The Demo-
crat Party is supposed to be the party that responds
to labeor. Republicans get in; they don't seem to
have the same kind of pressure. At least, this is

my feeling. Maybe they feel that the Republlcan ad-
ministraticn is an adversary and unsure and they're
afraid. They don't try the Republican administratiocn
1ike they would the Democrat administration,

You mentioned the party routine here--first a commit-
teeman, then you move up step by step. Usually 1t's
a fairly long process. You made it rather aquickly.

Yes.
What do you atftribute this to?

Oh, my name probably had a lot to do with it. You
have a political name and you don't have to go out
and sell your name, It has already been sold by
other people, My father, I think he was elected
about ten years before Charles Carney was elected to
the Ohio Senate. Hisg name was merchandised because

-
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of his activity in sports. So, his name in svorts
as his activity gave him recognition, public recog-
nition, so that when he ultimately won in 1942, then
vou had the political effert on top of the sporting
effort. It just makes it more recognizable, And
then, for somecne like me that comes along after

my father, that makes it much easier because the name
recognition has been there. 8o you have to credit
that to name recognition. And certainly, you can
mess that up. I can destroy that or some other
Carney can destroy 1t, but fortunately, everybody
with our name, T think, has tried to be responsive
and pretty successful politically.

C0: Do you ever get the feeling like you don't want o
trod on certaln ground because it might hurt the
name?

CA: As a kid, I remember we used to go down--not we--but
the kids used to play a lot of pool in the 1940's,
like in 1948, 1949 and 1950. There was always a
couple of pool rooms arocund then, At that time,
the police used to raid pool rooms--belleve 1t or
not-—~to get kids who were under gixteen, And I can
remember I was always afraid to go in pool rooms,
because I didn't want to get caught because I didn't
want my father to get a bad name because cof me. I
was always very conscious of protecting the name.

I suppose maybe that runs ofl, too. But I was very
congsciousg of that. I think that just shows a 1ittle
bit of pride, though, and there's nothing wrong with
that.

CO: You mentioned your father said he saw a leot of things
here he didn't like about politics, that's why he
didn't want you into it. Have you seen anything in
area politics that you especially do not like?

CA: Well, sure. I think that campalgn financing 1is very
difficult. You get ycur so-called super-contributors,
the contributors that give extensive amounts of money,
vast amounts of money to campaigns and can almest
bankroll a whole candidacy., We passed some campalgn
financing laws in the state of Ohic last year which
T played a part in. And it was my hope that we may
be able to try and put an end to big contributors
determining who's going o be what bhecause of the
amount of money they put into campaigns, I think this
is a very difficult thing tc handle.

There are a lot of people that like to participate
through their money, not necessarily that they deter-
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policy or they want that much to say, but it's just
that they have money and they like to get invoelved
in politics., Like some people play the horses, T
think some people like to get invelved in politics,
They like to make a name for themselves because
they are contributors, The ordinary citizen will
not contribute. T've . gotten some small contribu-
tions here and there, maybe $100 from different peo-~
ple that really were interested in me because they
think that I can do something. By and large, cam-
paigns are financed by large groups of pecple. 3o,
i1f you're a politician, you have to decide to Iine
up your constituency and your money so that your
conscience, at some point in time, isn't going to
come hack and put you in a whiplash.

Because this is a labor community, I suppose labor
participation, financial participation is a good
thing because 1t's money that all of the working
people in this community have put inte their camn-
palgn funds so that the politicians that they vote
for and elect and they endorse are going to go down
and look after thelr interests as working people,
When you come from a district like that, you can
line that kind of a thing up without too much dif-
ficulty,

I think it's when you get into some of these other
areas you would want to question it, I mean, you
would have t€o question it. Tt hasn't been a problem
for me at thilis point. Buft if you go higher, it
becomes a concern to me ags to whether or not a per-
son would be able to raise the kind of money that

he needs to get further ahead without making a com-
promise that he might not want to make, What T

hope is that that decision does not have to be made
in order to mcve higher, that you have to compromise
and ftake financeg to finance your campaign from sources
that you don't want to take it from or tc make com-
mitments that you don't want fo make.

Now, as running for state representative you saild
you didn't really feel this sort of pressure, this
willingness from great big contributors to help you
out? y

No.

Now, when you were in the House of Representatives
working on this thing about campaign financing,

did you feel any pressure there from these big con-
tributors?
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Neo, Labor was involved in it and your big iobby
groups—-I'm talking about the manufacturer's lobby
group and every group that's going--they had an
interest in it, the professional lobby groups. But
I don't have toc much trouble wlth that whole group
of pecple. Everything is published, Thelr nanes
are published, It goes on record. FHor instance,
different busginesseg, different grour associations
have a fund, like the bankers; they have a fund
where they contribute and from that fund they con-
tribute to candidates., Buft the names of the people
that contribute to the fund have to be made public
and this kind of thing.

I don't mind that kind of thing., T mean that other
stuff, that cash that may flow that you can't pin
down; you don't know where it's coming from, or that
the public doesn't even know was involved in a cam-
paign. It would go unreported and this kind of fthing.
This is the stuff that has tce be stopped.

No, I meant maybe a midnight visit from a certaln
repregentative of some unknown people who wouldn't
be interested 1n this type of leglslation,

When you go down there and you start looking at the
process, you can see, well, a person down there

could sell himself without any guestion. The special
interest group who is interested in a certain pidce
of legislation--~your 'yes' or 'no' vote, Somebody
comes down with a bag and starts handing out cash.
That can happen.

Does it happen? Have you seen 1t happen?

T have never seen it happen. When I look at the
people that I'm working with, T have an awful lot of
confidence that if it happens, it's only happrening
with a very few, very, very few., Most of the
people, if they have commitments, they might repre~
sent organized labor ninety percent of the time,

But then there's always that time when they go
agalnst them. They buck their main course. T've
seen it. It gives you confidence that these people,
when they think even the vpeople that sent them there, ™
basically, or funded thelr campaign, most of them,
that they do have enough nerve to say, "Well, T
think you're right ninety percent of the time, but
this time I think you're wrong and T can't go with
you."

What are usually the consequences of that sort cof
action?
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Usually the people get mad, like the labor thing,
they'll get mad, but a couple weeks later, they
forget about it and they go on to cother issues,

T have never seen it last very long,.

Have you ever found yourseif bucking labor?

Yes. When one votes regarding unemployment compen—
sation for school people, but T felt that it was
the right thing to do.

Well, did they know prior to the vote which way you
were going to vote? '

I don't know if they did or not.
But they didn't contact you on the issue or anything?
Well, they contacted me on the issue before.

For example, who would call you and talk to you about
this?

When it comes to labor issues, they have a number of
labor lobbyists in Columbus who are there all the
time. Other teamsters have representatives. The
Operating Engineers, as an example, working very
hard this past week to get Governor Rhode's bond
issues on the ballot. The AFL~CIC, building trades,
they're all there, They have a representative,

What type of pressure do they usually apply?

It's just that they left you know how they stand. 1T
a candidate 1s supported by organized labor, they
endorse him usually based con his track record 1f

he has been there before, in on voting for labor
issues. So, the candidate is trying to find out how
labor thinks and what effect it has on the working
man. 30, he's interested in finding out what labor's
position is. So, it's kind of a two-wat streetf,

You might find a pcint where the politician or the
legislator, who generally supports labor issues
says, "Well, I think maybe that's not really good
for the working man.ultimately,” in that the persons
doing the lobbying really might not be right and
that's when you find a confrontation,

Now, when you went against labor on that particular
issue, did anybody from the local Demccratic Party
get in contact with you?

s - Sy e . - - ! : 5 1 PR
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“MNo, we never have any problem from the local Demo-

crat Party. They never interfere with the way we
vote. 'The only time we hear 1s regarding rules and
regulations as 1t relates fo the board of elections,
I have yet fo have the county chairman come fto me and
tell me to vote any way at all. In other words, he
has really taken a handg-off position. He lets you
do yeour Job and he stays out of if.

Well then, what way would you have to continue
your contact with the local Democratic Party? If
it wouldn't be on issueg, in what areas would you
keep up with communications?

Most of it is Jjust party problems if you're a can-
didate-~~getting literature out and keeping the
party strong, keep getting the committeemen up to
date on 1ssues, what's going on. They have to be
your voice too. 8o, we try and inform the precinct
committeemen so that they can inform the people in
their precincts on issues, especially issues that
are partisan issues, And that takes communication,
50 you have to go in and talk to fhem, You want to
keep your county chairman informed on those issues
also.

How well informed do you think the Mahoning County
Committeemen are? This wouldn't relate so much fo
you, but how infcrmed do they make themselves?

I think some are well informed and some are not

well informed, depending upon their interests that
they have. I think you'll find a commiftieeman that's
really interested in hisg job, that he's pretty in-
formed about what 1s golng on. And there are others
that really are not to interested In their job, but
somebody has to do it and they've been recruited and
there's no enthusiasm on their part, they may not
know, That's why I think if you can get enthusiasn
with the committeemen, then they become better in-
formed and then they can talk to cther people in
their precinct about issues,

At thig point, what wcould you say would bhe the rule«-
the enthusiastic committeeman who gets ocut-and
informs the people in his precinct, or would you say
you have more lackadaisical [committeemenq in this
particular area?

I think, in ftalking about all of Mahoning County,
you would have to say the majority of them are enthu-~
gslagtic and are interested, because we really never
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because we really never have a problem of filling

our geats too much., T think the majority of them are
enthusiastlic and interested, but there's another
group that they don't really relate their job as a
commltteeman to being informed on issues, T think
they have an Inferest  in politics, but it's more

of an interesgt in candidates and some of the other
things that are going on, But it's very difficult
for anyone to sit down and really get a good fix

on that.

Would wveou say, like Mr, Sulligan would call these
people up and say, "Hey, the people in your precinct
aren't reacting the way we thought they should." or
something like that? Do they ever get on these men?

We have a gystem here where we have capiains who

have a number of precinct committeemen under them

and it depends on who the committeeman might respond
to or where the information is picked up from. But
if we would find that a certain precinct committeeman
isn't dolng his job, we would respond to that. The
candldates that are running for office would fry and
get into that scmehow or other by maybe using another
person to be his spcokesman in that precinet as an
example.

You wouldn't contact him directly, usually?

That would depend. T may, but then again, if I felt
that he couldn't do the job for me, T would pro-
bably use some other source. It's not something that
really happens though. I can't ever remember running
into a problem with a precinct commitfeeman where T
have to go to somebody else 1in the precinct to get
the job done. You hear about things happening in
certain precincts, a small number, but I have never
really seen 1t myself,

Do we have any maverick precincts--Democratic maverilcks?

I suppose we have a couple that don't follow the
main stream all the time, but they're very far in
between. And generally speaking, the committeeman
might have a different philosophy than the.cordinary
Democrat Party or he might feel that the party ap- -
paratus is old and this is the o0ld scheool and the old
way of doing business. And T've seen a couple of
those precinct committeemen come along, but when the
campalgn is on and when you really start to hustle,
they put their shoulder to the wheel just 1ike the
other committeemen and they get the literature out
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and they follow the same procedures that everybody
else did. And eventually, T think they come to the
conclusion that precinct politigcas is joining hands
with ancther precinct committeeman to get the can-
didates and get the Democrat Party across, and that's
the best way to get your philosophy across. They
forget about philosophy on the precinct level because
it's the candidates that express the philosophy.

CO: Would this be 1n the general election, say, opposed
to the primary election?

CA: Well, it could be either one, but I would say in
the general you would see i1t more. Often times you
might find different precinct committeemen supporting
different presidential candidates in the primary.
The local party might take a stand. T can remember
there were some vprecinct committeemen for McGovern,
some for Humphrey and some for Jackson, I think the
party supported Humphrey here. The party tcok a
position, but they certainly all weren't on the band-
wagon at that point in time.

C0: Do you ever recall the party in the central committee
saying, "This precinct man is not good for us and
let's get him out?"

CA: No, I've never heard that. I've never been around
when anybody would ever~ try to . . . I'm not
saying someone in the precinct--as an example,
it might be party activists of some sort, he may not
be a precinct committeeman~-he might say, "Well,
I'm going to run against him," or he might try and
get somebody else to run against him, I'm sure that
happens in some circumstances. But as fdr as starting
from the topz down, I've never heard of it at all,

T think the Executive Committee and Chariman try

to stay out of precinect wars, O0Of there's some dis-
satisfaction in the precinct, I think he takes the

position: let the precinct fry and decide for them-
selves on who's going to be the committeeman,

CO: A point on when you were running for Boardman Town-
ship Trustee: coriginally your candidacy wag digallowed.,
by the Board of Elections. What was the lnvolvement
here? What was the story?

CA: A lot of times you think you go down to the Board
of Elections and you can accept thelr word--one of
the workers down there--their word that they're going
to give you all the facts on how to be a proper cane
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didafte. Well, T went down and T told them that I
wanted to run for trustee and that I wahted to get
the petitions and I wanted t¢ know how many signa-
tures were required. 3o, they gave me the petitions
and they told me the number of signatures. I can't
recall what it was, but as an example, let's say
they told me 125. So, I went and had the petitions
typed ouft and notarized and everything and started
circulating them, Well, I found out later that the
number that they had told me that I needed of cer-
tified signatures of registered voters was incorrect
and I needed more, Sc, I went down to the Board of
Elections and picked up some more netitions and 1
took them back and had them typed in and everything
else and I had them circulated.

Well, the girl that typed the petitions, typed the
date on which she typed the petitions, you see, 8o
that there was fwo separate dates on the petifions,
The first set, let's gay 1t was typed for August b,
and the seccond set was for August 10, DNow, the law
says that the petitions are supposed to &ll be the
same because 1if the first petition is it, you see .
S0, when I filed my petitions, I filed my petitions,
but there was two separate, different dates on 1t,.
And the Republicans and Democrats on the Board of
Elections gplit, The Republicans said that I submit-~
ted two sets of petitions because of the different
dates, neither one of which had encugh, 1The Demo-
crats sald, "No," that the law had sald that an error
of this type should nct rule you off the hallet, that
the girl didn't put the original date on it, .

[ ]
S0, they went to the Secretary of State, who was a
Republican, Ted Brown, and he ruled in favor of the
Republicans on the board, see. However, the Prosecu-
ting Attorney was a Democrat and he told the Board
that he could not defend them in a lawsuit. T went
and got an atterney, and he [the Prosecuting Attornej]
told the board that court precedent and everything
put him in a position where he could not really de-
fend them in their position. And soc, then the Board
of Elections acquiesced and allowed my name to go on
the ballot. These are some of the very shabby ways
that can be used to keep a person's name off the bal-
lot. It's funny, I suppose, coming. from a political
family, that you can get into that.

But that wasn't all that happened. So, I ran for
office and T won. And when I filed my expense re-
turn, I filed my committee and my own on the same
form, I was really trying to be super honest. Every
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nickle and dime was accounted for and I really wanted

tc be super honest. And I took it down and I filed
it, and a couple of days later, the opponent that T
had beat came back and he wanted to have the job
vacated because I didn't file the expense sheet pro-
perly. Evidently, I should have had cone for for the
cdommittee and one for for myself. Nebody told me
down there, I didn't go to a lawver to get all
these things worked out. I thought a person ought
to be able to run for office without having to go

to a lawyer to figure out how to do it. And that
was never pursued. I had really been super careful
to be henest and get all the contributions out so
there would be no guestion. And then you have those
1ittle technicalities thrown up at you.

S0, you learn by these kinds of things. You also
learn, as a lepglislator, that you want fo fry and chang
the law tc make it as easy as possible for people to
run for office and to get rid of those little tech-
nicaiities.

Do you find it difficult to change the law in that
way?

Well, not so much in that, but it's very difficult
to pass laws. You Just don't go down there and get
99 House Members and 33 Senators and get & majority
of them. First of all, take an issue that's big
enough for them to spend their time on and then to
talk them intc voting for it, It's not an easy
thing.

Again, when you ran for Township Trustee, what were
the expenses? How much did it cest to run?

T think I spent about $1,000. I think we railsed
about $500 or $600~-we had like a card party or
something, and T spent about $600 or $700 of my
oWwn money on that.

Where would most of the expenses go?

Most of them went to direct mail, T had a thing
put together and mailed them direct mail,

How large of a staff did you have working for you?

I suppese I had about twenty-five peonle worklng

on the campaign. Most of them were housewlves. And
a 1ot of volunteers on election day, went out and
worked for ncothing, on electilon day.

e
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CO: How much of this staff carried over to when you ran
for district representative?

CA: Well, a sizeable amount carried over and then added
ony you add on different peoplie from different com-
munities.

CO: And what were the expenses of this campaign?
CA: That campaign was about $11,000, a big difference.

CO: And again, where would most of the expenses come for
that?

CA: About $3,500 of that came from the State Democrat
Headquarters. The Democrat Party made an effort
to gain the legislature and they did go about ralsing
a lot of money. So, they gave us about $3,500., I
got quite a bil of money from labor and individuals
that made up the difference.

CO: What would your expenses be? What would you spend
on it?

CA: I didn't spend any of my own money con that election,

CO: Where did this money go, as far as purchasing what,
or in what way did it help the campaign. Where did
you put the money into the campaign?

CA: A lot of it went to direct mail again. A lot of it
went to newspaper advertising and some radio, and
you get matches and hand-outs ancd things 1ike this,
but probably newspaper and direct mail are the lar-
gest, single amounts.

Direct mail is expensive now. It was expensive then,
but it's even more expensive now. Tt's almost pro-
hibited now.

CO: That was a pretty big time of the year for you, that
winter. Previous to that you were elected Chalrman
of the Boardman Trustees, right?

CA: Well, the chairman, you had to be elected by two
Republicans and you're a Democrat. So, when T became
a trustee, I tried to call it the way I saw 1t and
not be a partisan, to be part of the soiution, not
part of the problem. I think that T did earn their
regspect and the respect of the people in the commu-~
nity in working with them. And so, I think they
took that approach., T carried out my Job the same
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as they would.

Township Trustee gives you the privilege of not
operating in a partisan way, to be honest about it.
And it's kind of very refreshing kind of work be~
cause you just do 1t the way you think 18 best and
you really don't have partisan consideration. I
think the other two trustees acted pretty much the
same way. They were Republicans, but I belleve that
they were not overly partisan at all. We really got.
along well, I think during that time the township
had some confidence in their government and I think
the people were pretty well satisfied., We did pass
a levy to put some more policemen and firemen on

at that time. I think when you have that, that 1t
deces show that the people have confidence in their
leadership.

Okay, let's get back up to when you were 3State Rep-
resentative., In your opinion~-1 guess vou've had
some contact with county organizations throughout

the state--would you say that Mahoning County is sort
of representative of the State as a whole?

Well, they're all different. In Cleveland they have
three county chalrmen and they're having difficul-
ties up there in theldr party organization probably
because of three leaders. It's very difficult. We
don't have that kind of a problem. Tolédo, a fellow
by the name of Boyle, who is an ex-city policeman
there is doing a good Jjob of reforming their party,
bring it up from the very low points. Sc, they have
kind of a new thing, Columbus, there was some reagl
confidence that went through in Columbus a couple
yvears ago when they had a majerity of the Democrats
elected to the city Council, Cincinnati has becomne
more Democrat in their council as well, T think, But
by and large, I think Demccrat organizations need
some help in the state.

Democrats don't seem to have, at the state level,
gsomeone that can po down and help at a local level,
In other words, Republicans, for a number of years
always had a strong state organization. Ray Bliss
was the chairman and he was kind of a pinnacle of
power for the State Republican Party. And 1t func-
tioned very well for them. Kent MecGoo, now, has
taken over and it looks 1ike hels doing a pretty
good job as far as they're concerned.

The Democrat Party in Ohio, when Gilligan was CGover-
nor, he was the pinnacle of the state political power
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power vacuum there, So, we now have elected a fellow

by the name of Tippe, who 1s from Dayton, who is
promising if he can put the time in to kind of put
everything together and get the chairmen all working
together and trying to get some enthusiasm for get-
ting local mayors elected, local councilmen elecied
because that's the only way you bulld a gocd strong
state party is to have strong local parties. So, I
think that's the challenge of the Democrat Party
today,

Of course, you're working under Rhodes now,
Yes.

Beside the fact that Gilligan's removal left a big
gap, what other changes have you noticed since
Rhodes has come in?

Well, they're completely different kind of people.
Jack Glillligan came from the academic community.

He had a lot of academic people arcund him and that
probably wag his downfall fc a certain extent be-
causgse 1t was very difficult for cordinary working
peoplie to relate to academic pecple for some reason.

They may share some common political interests, but

the communication just wasn't there. And so, we
found that he had a staff that isgolated him and he
was not open to going out and shaking hands with
people and really being . . . He kind of was pent
up in his little office. Rhodes was a glad-hander,
backslapper. He would shake hands with everybody.
I've been in two meetings with Rhodes already as of
March 10, I guess. And I can only remember one
meeting with Jack Gilligan the whole time T was
there--relating to Lake Milton, Rhedes has a much
more active, getting around, moving kind of thing,
at least with the legislature.

Gilligan 1s the kind of guy, though, where you can
git down and talk about an issue. You can sit down
and have some dialogue abott issues. Rhodes is the
kind of guy, he comeg in and sits down and fells

vou what he wants and then gets up and leaves.
There's no dialogue at all, So, there's the dif-
ference, Rhodes is not the kind of guy. that defends
himself by arguing with vou about an issue. He'll
just ignore it., In other words, he'll come in with
his proposal, He might have anocther proposal; he'll
just ignore your proposal. He'll just go on with hi
thing, see. He's not going to waste his time. T'm

8
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trylng to figure out how he ticks., I belleve that
his approach is: "I'11l tell them what I want to do
and T'11l work Tor that and ignore everyone else.,”

CC: He does that wilth everybody, Democrats, everybody?

CA: Yes. He's kind of a funny guy. We had a meeting
with him, the Democrat leadership, and he =aid,
"This is the management operation here, Everybody
starts at 7:30." He saild, "Slap them on the ass
with turpentine and away they go.”

CO: Can you get away with talking to people like that?

CA: He's talking to the legislature. When yvcou loock at
hils campaign and size things up, there's & guy
that came out of, I think, Southeastern Ohio, which
is a rather poverty part of Ohio. And he was really
never much on gocial issues. He was always big on
building things, but social issues, that wasn't where
he was very heavy. And the people that he came
from are people that really need--the city liberal
might think the people he came from need a lot of
help in education and mental health and medical, but
those people supported him., They didn't support
Jack Gilligan who kind of worked a lot to raise
their educational standards and some of these other
things. And you wonder. It really kind of does
make you think that the people that Gilligan tried
to. gsupport and who his adminlistration was directed
to, really didn't respond back at all. Tt makes
you want to try and analyze why you didn't get a
response back from the people you were geared to
help, So, then you have to kind of think, well,
maybe help comes in different wayvs, maybe it's not
Just financial help and some of these other things
that they want.

. I think it was Jim Rhodes' campalgn that said he was
a coal miner; he scratched on his belly. T suppose
a guy who talked like that related more than the
undertaker's son that went to Notre Dame and came
from a wealthy Cincinnati family could. Maybe that's
more important,

CO: Almost like image than a Republican.

2

"Maybe it's just that people want a candidate they

can relate to more than someone that might look

at their problems in a paternalistic way rather

than someone that wouldn't loock at them with pater-
nalism, but would look at them as another one of themn.
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In other words, "I come from you, T come from the
coal mines of southeastern Ohlo and I know what it's
1ike to live down there. I know how rought it is.
This 1s how I made a success of my life.,"

What is the feeling in the House, though? Are they
prepared to relate to them in this way? :

The House started off with trying to do some things
while Gilligan was still Governor in terms of a
congressional redistricting plan to try and make

the congressional districts relate more to the
population, and some ofther pleces of legislation
that we had never been able to get passed because a
Republican-controlled Senate would never vote them
out for the Governor to sign., So, now that we had

a Democrat Senate along with a Democrafl House and

a Democrat Governor, we tried to get them all passed
right away so Gilligan would sign them and they'd
become law, which are now, of course, in the courts
and someplace alcng the line when someone is reading
this, the decision will have been made. (Laughter)

S0, we started off with that issue, then we went
into Rhodes' bond proposal, which is a whole new
issue. T just think he's going to come out with
his stuff and whatever we get up on his desk, he'll
deal with, but we're going {0 have to get it there
before he will say too much about it.

Last December I got word around here-about you be=
coming whip, Democrat majority whip. What was all
involved in this?

In putting it together?
Yes. How do you put that together?

First of all, it was funny, I was in Columbus and
House was not in session, but I was invited to go to
lunch. ©So, I was sitting there and the speaker, the
House Speaker was there and a couple other fellows
and they were talking about campaigns for the leader-
ship. My name was thrown and this fellow would be
this and another fellow would be something-else and
Tom Carney would be whip. I'm just a freshman, T
had been re~elected, but I was just a freshman. Why
would they want to pick me, a freshman, to be whip?
S0, I kind of left, Really, there wasn't any com-
ent made by the speaker at the time so T just let

it pass,
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But ¥ did support Vern Riffe to become speaker right
away; sent a letter to him saying that I supported
him; sent a letter tc A.G. Lanzione and told him
that I supported Mr, Riffe because I felt that we
should have another change, not that I was dlssatis-
fied with him, but that Riffe had some ambitions
later on and T felt that he needed to be speaker
now in order to get himself known throughout the
state if he wanted to run for governor in four
years., He couldn't do it in two years and if A.G.
Lanzione wanted to be speaker, then give it up to 7
Vern Riffe which means that Wright would oniy be

speaker for two years and still want to, maybe, be a
candidate for governor.

My particular philosophy is that we should get as
many people in a position of running as possible.

We should have an abundance of candldates and whoever
i1s the strongest will surface and wilil be the can-
didate, maybe it would be Vern Riffe, maybe it would
be Brown, maybe it would be Ferguson, maybe it would
be somebody that we're not thinking about right now,.
But T felt he should have that opportunity anyway.
So, I did support him, basically, for those reasons
and also because he has done so much work in the last
two years 1in getting Democrat policy and really doing
a 1ot of the work of the Speaker.

S0, I supported him. I made those opinions known to
both people and I think they both respect me for it,
A.G. respected me because T told him right away

where I was. A lot of people are wishy-washy. 3o,
Vern Rifre said to me, "Do you want to be whip or

do you want to be chalrman of the committee?" I said,
"Well if T have that choice, I'11 take the whip." And
so that's exactly how it happened.

Now, why he picked me, T don't know. There was 2a
counle other fellows that were interested. But some-
times you don't really know why things happen to you;
you just happen te be at the right place at the right
time. And I suppose, to a certain extent, that was
what happened in that case.

You get down there, really, and you look at everybody, -
all the legislators, you start dealing with governors
and governor's alides and senators, and you find out
people are not any more intelligent anyplace you go,
you're just operating at a different level, but

they're just human beings. They have the same emo-
tions and their intellectual ability-—--they're not
geniuses at all. It's a very human kind of thing.
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You sit back from a vantage point ©f here and you
start looking at a guy that's the governor of the
state of OChio, boy, that's really something to be
governor, but then when you get to know them, you
say, "What do you know?" That guy isn't any smarter
than I am. He's no more aware and he has no more
taléents than T do or my friends do or the people I
aggoclate with." So, then you start to realize, these
people, they come right from the sidewalks cof America.
Sometimes the media, in a way, when 1t Takes them

and puts the camera on them and they're talking, T
suppose it puts them into the same mainstream as you
have some other people, TV characters and a lot of
others, and that's all a big thing coming across to
the public.

C0: What separates them? What makes them . . 7

CA: They take a chance. They say, "I'm going to go for
it." Jack Gilligan was a city councilman and I think
he ran for congress because the district had changed
and he won. Then they changed the district again
and he lost, and he ran for councilman again and he
won that. I guess during that time he was a councll-
man, he did a lot of talking agalinst the Rlight to
Work Law and so© he made friends with labor. So then
he said, "Well, I'm going to run against Frank Lauche,"
and he ran and beat Frank Lauche in the primaries
because he had labor support. He lecst in the general
election. DBut why should a councilman from Cincinnatil
run against a guy like Lauche who is supposed to be
super tough? So, he just tock a chance, that's all,
And ultimately, it made him governor because the
exposure of running for senate made him better known
to run for governor two years later and it happened
to be a loan scandal in the Republican administration.

He probably didn't win the election, the Republicans
lost it because of a loan scandal, Just like Gover-
nor Rhodes said to us when we were down in his office
a couple weeks ago, he said, "I didn't win the elec~

tion, the other side lost." That 'happens a lot of
times in elections. Guys don't win, the other side
loses.

CO: For example, what effect do you think the police
scandal will have on Hunter's campaign?

CA: T don't think 1t would have any effect because I don't
think the people relate that to him. T don't think
they believe that he condoned it or had anything to
dowwith it, I think, basically, they have confidence
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in him, his honesty., T think he's got that, the
people have confidence in him. I think they believe
he's honest. 1T personally believe he's honest and

he hasn't done anything to prove that he isn't. So,
when something like that happens, it doesn't hurt him.
Now, I think if people didn't trust him then an issue
like that would have another effect.

Could you relate that, then to the Stop 5 Incident?
Could you draw a parallel there and show the dif-
ferencesa?

Weil, T think that at that point in time there was
discontent about the administration. Then another
incident happened. People say, "Well," The whole
thing is a bad experience. That was kind of dif-
ferent. And there was violence., There were a lot of
people involved in that. It was rather ugly. I
think the people, sometimes, in order to get rid of
something, they'd throw everything out. That was
never, 1 don't think, ever really investigated pro-
perly. 1 don't think that all the problemg in that
area were ever puft out on the front burner for every-
body to see. I wasn't there. T don't know anything
about it. But T have the feellng that that was never
completely dealt with. '

I want to talk about rising up on the state level.
What would it take to rise up in the Democratic Party
locally? What do you see? What qualiities does a
person need?

I think one thing is that if a person wanted to be
a publiec offliecial In the city of Youngstown, they
would have to run for city council and get elected,
And then, 'rom that base, they would have to prove

to be a person that can make a decision and also a
person that has 1nnovative i1deas. I think people
want someone that can come up with some ildeas, not
someone that responds ail the time, but is creative,
I think people are looking for some creative public
officials. A lot of fimes people~~especially in the
legiglative branch--they just want to respond all
the time, That's why T try and come up with ideas.
T try and present new things. I try and do the
positive rather than responding what other people
give me to decide on. That's how I gof into this
whole energy thing now.

Is this appreciated by the party?

Well, first of all, if you were a Democrat and you <
had a Republican mayor, you could come up with a lot
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of ideas that would make the administraticn respond
to you. Here's a guy who has got some ideas, He's
an idea man. He's going to make government hetter
because he's got some things to help veople respond
to prceblems, You can sit back and walt for the
administration to solve all the problems and say,
"Yes," or "No," but T don't think you can get any-
where that way. I don't fhink you can get up front.
I think you have to try and sell some ideas. So

I think people are looking for that kind of guy
because that's the kind of person they want fo be in
the Executive Branch, someone that has some ideas

in solving problems. When you're in the Executive
Branch, whether you're a mayor or county commissiloner
or governor, you've got to come up with some solu~
tlons to problems and you have to know how to do that,

Now, in the Democratic Party of Maheoning County, we
know Mr. Sulligan is a very powerful person, Who
are the other pecple with power within the party,
Lhe people to sece about something being done?:

I'm not so sure that power rests like that, with
one person. 1 think that a lot of the power has to
do with people that are contributors. People are
interested in who is going to fund the campailgn.
S0, all the groups that provide funds for running
Tor office--sphere of influence--you can't run for
office unless you have the funds to do 1t. So.
therefore, you find that there are some pecple that
are powerful politiecally, kusiness people that are
powerful politically. Then you also have--Mr, Sul-
ligan was Chalrman of the Democrat Party, but by
himself, T don't think he's powerful in terms of
getting the Democrat crganization lined up and with
you and all this kind of thing. But he's not going
to give you any funds to run for election, The
Democrat Party does not finance candidates. 3¢, he
has to go toc other people to get the funds tc run,
And. gso, because of that, other peonle are important,
people in the labor movement in particular are im-
portant, politically.

Is there anything else you would like to say about
the party in the area? Are there any other comments
you would like to make?

No, I don't think so. I think a lot of times every-
body wants to talk about reforming everything, Well,
I think sometimes the best way to describe a pollfti~
cal party at the local level is that it prefty much

represents the thinking of the people, whatever that
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might be. And when the thinking changes, then the
party structures will change. People are pretty
much used to the kind of party organization that we

have here and by and large, T think, they accept
it,

Okay, thank you very much,

END OF INTERVIEW



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

