
O
ffice of M

arketing and C
om

m
unications

Youngstow
n State U

niversity
O

ne U
niversity Plaza

Youngstow
n, O

hio 44555
Y

O
U

N
G

S
TO

W
N

 S
TA

TE U
N

IV
ER

S
ITY

N
on-Profit O

rg.
U.S. Postage 

P A
 I D

Perm
it 264

Youngstow
n, O

hio

July/A
ugust 2007

Interim
 p

ro
vo

st 
(Co

ntinued
 fro

m
 p

age 1)

Robert K. H
erbert

Ikram
 K

haw
aja, a retired Y

SU
 profes-

sor, departm
ent chair and college dean, 

has been nam
ed interim

 provost and vice 
president for academ

ic affairs.
K

haw
aja’s appointm

ent becom
es ef-

fective A
ug. 20. H

e replaces Robert K
. 

H
erbert, w

ho drow
ned this sum

m
er w

hile 
vacationing in Costa Rica.         

“D
r. K

haw
aja has extensive and var-

ied experience and is a proven, respected 
cam

pus leader,” Y
SU

 President D
avid C. 

Sw
eet said. “W

e are grateful for his ac-
ceptance of this new

 assignm
ent.”

A
 national search for a perm

anent 
provost w

ill take place during the next 
academ

ic year, Sw
eet said.

“I am
 honored to accept this position 

and to assist the university in any w
ay 

Khaw
aja nam

ed
 

interim
 p

ro
vo

st

possible during this 
difficult period,” 
K

haw
aja said.

Bege Bow
ers 

w
ill rem

ain as as-
sociate provost. 
Bow

ers is leading the 
university’s process 
for accreditation w

ith 
the H

igher Learning 
Com

m
ission of the 

N
orth Central A

ssociation of Colleges and 
Schools. “D

r. Bow
ers and I agree that it is 

in the best interest of the university at this 
tim

e that she rem
ains in that position as 

w
e enter the critical stages of the accredi-

tation process,” Sw
eet said. 

           K
haw

aja joined Y
SU

’s faculty 
in 1968 and served 17 years as chair of 
the D

epartm
ent of G

eological and Envi-
ronm

ental Sciences. H
e w

as director of 
faculty relations from

 1997 to 2000 and 
served as interim

 dean of the College of 
A

rts and Sciences from
 July 2001 to July 

2002 before retiring in D
ecem

ber 2002. 
H

e returned to Y
SU

 as interim
 dean of the 

College of A
rts and Sciences from

 July 
2005 to July 2007. 
         H

e earned bachelor’s and m
aster’s 

degrees from
 the U

niversity of K
arachi in 

Pakistan, a m
aster’s from

 Southern Illinois 
U

niversity and a Ph.D. from
 Indiana U

ni-
versity. n

continued on back page

Ikram
 K

hawaja

In 15 successful years as the head 
coach of Y

SU
’s football team

, Jim
 Tres-

sel left a lasting im
print on the M

ahoning 
Valley.

That im
print grew

 even larger as Y
SU

 
announced that Jim

 and, his w
ife, Ellen, 

and her parents Frank and N
orm

a W
atson, 

are donating a com
bined $1 m

illion to 
Y

SU
’s Centennial Capital Cam

paign.
“W

e are appreciative to the W
atsons 

and Tressels for their continued generos-
ity and support,” Y

SU
 President D

avid C. 
Sw

eet said. 
The gift w

ill be used to help fund a 

Tressels, W
atso

n give $1m
illio

n 
fo

r new
 ind

o
o

r W
A

TTS Center
new

 $3 m
illion indoor practice facility for 

Y
SU

’s Intercollegiate A
thletics.

In recognition of the gift, the facility 
w

ill be called the W
ATTS Center (W

atson 
A

nd Tressel Training Site). Y
SU

 has yet to 
identify a location for the facility. 

 “Y
SU

 w
ill alw

ays hold a special place 
in m

y heart,” said Tressel, w
ho left Y

SU
 

in 2001 to take the helm
 of the O

hio State 
Buckeyes. “W

e believe in paying forw
ard, 

and it is our pleasure to be able to give 
back to a university that has m

eant so 
m

uch to us and to help a project that w
ill 

serve students for years to com
e.” n

A
 m

em
orial 

prayer service for 
D

r. Robert K
. H

er-
bert, Y

SU
 provost 

and vice president 
for academ

ic af-
fairs, is scheduled 
for 10 a.m

. Sat-
urday, July 28 in 
the Cathedral of 
St. Colum

ba in 
Youngstow

n.
H

erbert, w
ho becam

e Y
SU

’s provost 
in July 2005, drow

ned w
hile vacationing 

w
ith fam

ily in Costa Rica.
“Strong advocacy for academ

ic stan-
dards, integrity, effective leadership, and 
com

m
itm

ent to student success w
ere 

hallm
arks of his tenure at Y

SU,” said 
Y

SU
 President D

avid C. Sw
eet. 

H
erbert w

as m
arried to D

r. Barbara 
N

ykiel-H
erbert, a faculty m

em
ber in 

Y
SU

’s English D
epartm

ent. They have 
tw

o sons, Ian and Sebastian, and a 
daughter, Veronica. Bob’s love for and 
pride in his fam

ily w
ere evident to all 

w
ho knew

 him
.

Sw
eet led a delegation of Y

SU
 rep-

resentatives to H
erbert’s funeral in N

ew
 

York on July 13.
H

erbert’s legacy to Y
SU

 includes 
the developm

ent of a com
prehensive 

A
cadem

ic Strategic Plan (see story on 
page 2), the continued developm

ent of 
the Youngstow

n Early College, and the 
creation of tw

o new
 colleges: the College 

of Science, Technology, Engineering and 
M

athem
atics and the College of Liberal 

A
rts and Social Sciences.

Before com
ing to Y

SU, H
erbert 

served as dean of liberal arts at Stephen 
F. A

ustin State U
niversity in N

acog-
doches, Texas, and chairperson of the 
D

epartm
ent of A

nthropology at the State 
U

niversity of N
ew

 York in Bingham
ton. 

H
e had taught at institutions throughout 

the w
orld, and his extensive scholarly 

w
ork on linguistics and South A

frican 
languages achieved national and interna-
tional recognition.  

A
 native of Long Island, N

.Y., H
er-

bert received a bachelor’s degree in 
linguistics from

 Q
ueens College (City 

U
niversity of N

ew
 York), a m

aster’s de-
gree and Ph.D. in linguistics from

 O
hio 

State U
niversity, and a m

aster’s degree in 
higher education adm

inistration from
 the 

U
niversity of M

ichigan. n

Y
SU

’s U
pw

ard Bound program
, w

hich 
helps high school students prepare for col-
lege, has received $1 m

illion to continue 
operating for the next four years. 

“It has taken a lot of hard w
ork and 

com
m

itm
ent to get into the schools 

and establish ourselves as a w
orthw

hile 
program

,” said Jennifer Roller, U
pw

ard 
Bound director. “W

e’ve done that now, and 
w

e can continue to build on our success.” 
A

 national program
 funded by the U.S. 

D
epartm

ent of Education, U
pw

ard Bound 
is designed to help first-generation, col-
lege-bound high school students or high 
school students from

 low
-incom

e fam
ilies 

Fed
s aw

ard
 $1M

 to
 YSU

 U
p

w
ard

 Bo
und

enroll in and succeed in college. 
Since its start in 1998, the Y

SU
 

program
 has served 136 students in the 

Youngstow
n public high schools. A

n ad-
ditional 50 participated this year. Roller 
said that 92 percent of the students w

ho 
com

plete the program
 enroll in college, 

m
ostly at Y

SU. 
U

pw
ard Bound students participate 

in a variety of program
s throughout high 

school, including a six-w
eek residential 

sum
m

er program
 on the Y

SU
 cam

pus, 
w

hich this year ran through July 20. 
 For m

ore inform
ation, visit http://

w
w

w
.ysu.edu/upw

ardbound/. n

W
A

TTS Center
Jim

 and Ellen Tressel and Frank and Norm
a W

atson have donated $1 m
illion to YSU

’s 
Centennial Capital Cam

paign. Pictured at the news conference are, from
 the left, YSU

 
President D

avid C. Sweet; Tony Lariccia, cam
paign chairm

an; Frank and Norm
a W

atson; 
their daughter, Ellen Tressel; Jon H

eacock, YSU
 head football coach; and Jim

 Tressel. 
Read story on Page 4.
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For m
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m
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m
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eU
p

d
ate 

exclusives  

The essay, “M
aking Places W

ork: Felt 
Sense, Identity, and Teaching,” by Jeffrey 
Buchanan, associate professor, English, 
has been published in Placing the Acad-
em

y: Essays on Landscape, W
ork, and 

Identity. 
 “A

n O
rganizational Code of Public 

H
ealth Ethics: Practical A

pplications 
and Benefits” w

as co-published in Public 
H

ealth Reports by G
abriel Palm

er-Fer-
nandez, director, D

r. Jam
es D

ale Ethics 
Center, and professor, Philosophy and 
Religious Studies; M

atthew
 Stefanak, 

M
ahoning County H

ealth Com
m

issioner; 
and Larry Frisch, N

EO
U

CO
M

. 
 D

iane Barnes, associate professor, 
H

istory, presented “Fredrick D
ouglass: 

Federal M
arshal” at the annual m

eeting 
of the N

ineteenth Century Studies A
s-

sociation at Susquehanna U
niversity in 

Selinsgrove, Pa.
 G

. A
ndy C

hang, professor, M
ath-

em
atics and Statistics, co-published 

“D
eterm

inants of U.S. W
ildlife-W

atching 
Consum

ption: A
 Tobit A

nalysis” published 
in Tourism

 Analysis.
 C

arl F. C
huey, professor, Biological 

Sciences and curator of the herbarium
, 

w
as presented w

ith the 2005-06 O
sborn 

Aw
ard at the O

hio H
istorical Society in 

Colum
bus. The annual aw

ard w
as given 

to Chuey at the advisory council m
eeting 

of the O
hio Biological Survey during the 

O
hio N

atural H
istory Conference. It w

as 
established to recognize individuals for 
significant contributions to biology and 
natural history in O

hio and elsew
here. The 

conference w
as sponsored by the O

hio 
Biological Survey and the O

hio D
ivision 

of W
ildlife. The aw

ard honors the founder 
of the O

hio Biological Survey, H
erbert 

O
sborn. 

 Jef D
avis, director, Center for Inter-

national Studies and Program
s, presented 

sessions on “D
esigning Effective Intercul-

tural Training for D
eveloping Intercultural 

Sensitivity” and “A
n Intercultural Perspec-

tive on A
nsw

ering International Students’ 
‘Q

uick Q
uestions’ ” at the national 

conference of N
A

FSA
: A

ssociation of 
International Educators in M

inneapolis, 
M

inn. 
 

W
eiqing G

e, assistant professor, 
Physical Therapy, presented a discussion 
panel on N

ew
 D

iscoveries in Basic Sci-

ence Research, titled “D
irectional Effect 

of Vertebral Position on M
uscle Spindle 

Responsiveness at L6-7 Segm
ents.” H

e 
co-presented “Changes in Lum

bar Facet 
Joint Capsule Strain and Paraspinal M

us-
cle Spindle D

ischarge during Vertebral 
M

ovem
ent” at the 2007 A

ssociation of 
Chiropractic Colleges/Research A

genda 
Conference annual conference in Phoenix.

 W
illiam

 G
reenw

ay, professor, Eng-
lish, has had the poem

 “Stroke” published 
in the anthology Poetry D

aily: Essentials 
2007, Sourcebooks, Inc.

 Bonnie Young Laing, assistant 
professor, Social W

ork, presented “O
rga-

nizing D
isadvantaged A

frican A
m

erican 
Com

m
unities: A

n A
frican-Centered 

Fram
ew

ork” at the 39th N
ational A

ssocia-
tion of Black Social W

orkers Conference 
in D

etroit. 
 Jason R

akers, director, N
etw

ork &
 

Telephone Services, recently represented 
Y

SU
 w

hile serving as a judge for the Java 
and C++ program

m
ing com

petitions at 
the state leadership conference of the 
Pennsylvania Future Business Leaders of 
A

m
erica. n

 Faculty &
 Staff 

Send item
s for “Faculty &

 Staff”  
to w

awolfgang@
ysu.edu.

Plan o
utlines acad

em
ic visio

n

•	
Q

&
A

 w
ith form

er state Sen. 
H

arry M
eshel on his appointm

ent 
to the YSU

 Board of Trustees.

•	
Sum

m
er enrollm

ent is up 232 
students or 5.1 percent from

 the 
sam

e tim
e in 2006.

•	
M

ore than 40 YSU
 alum

ni, 
fam

ily m
em

bers and friends 
joined about 200 other volunteers 
for Streetscape 2007 in dow

ntow
n 

Youngstow
n.

•	
U

.S. Sen. Sherrod Brow
n led a 

roundtable discussion at YSU
 on 

the G
I Bill and other veterans- 

related issues.

•	
YSU

 sophom
ore D

oug W
ajda 

is spending a lot of tim
e this  

sum
m

er at tw
o internships that 

are out-of-the-ordinary – and  
out of this w

orld.

•	
The M

ahoning County  
Convention and Visitors Bureau 
has invested $10,000 to assist YSU

 
to prom

ote the Sum
m

er Festival 
of the A

rts.

•	
The O

hio Sum
m

er H
onors 

Institute m
arked its 20

th year on 
the YSU

 cam
pus this sum

m
er.

•	
Cam

pus N
ew

s Roundup  
(YSU

 W
om

en’s Club Scholarships, 
kicking cam

p at Stam
baugh 

Stadium
, sum

m
er cam

pus w
ork 

projects, Forte on the Fifty and 
m

uch m
ore.)

Increasing the num
ber of graduate and 

international students, im
proving the full-

tim
e/part-tim

e faculty ratio and developing 
a U

niversity College to provide better 
academ

ic support to students are am
ong 

the goals outlined in Y
SU

’s new
 A

cadem
ic 

Strategic Plan.
The 22-page plan, presented to the 

Board of Trustees this sum
m

er, also calls 
for upgrading technology in all classroom

s, 
creating additional classroom

s, increasing 
student internship opportunities and increas-
ing diversity am

ong students, faculty and 
staff.The plan, w

hich spans from
 2007 to 

2013 and includes 21 goals, is m
ore than 

a year in the m
aking and included input 

from
 academ

ic colleges, departm
ents and 

program
s across cam

pus. The full plan is 
available at http://w

w
w.ysu.edu/provost/in-

dex.shtm
l.

A
m

ong the goals:
• D

evelop an organizational support 
structure, tentatively called the U

niversity 
College, that provides centralized academ

ic 
support for specifically identified students. 

• Strengthen academ
ic advising.

• Install appropriate technology in all 
classroom

s by 2013; provide additional 
classroom

s, learning and study spaces and 
faculty offices; secure authorization and 
funding for a new

 STEM
 facility on cam

-
pus.• Increase FTE graduate enrollm

ent 
from

 500 to 650 by 2013; increase interna-
tional student headcount by 3 percent by 
2013.• Im

prove the full-tim
e/part-tim

e faculty 
ratio to 60:40 by 2010 and 65:35 by 2013. 

• Prom
ote additional research activities 

to m
ake Y

SU
 a m

ajor driver in regional 
econom

ic developm
ent. n

		


YSU
 President D

avid C. Sweet, left, greets G
ov. Ted Strickland during a cam

pus visit this sum
m

er. 
Looking on is Ken Carano, the governor’s representative in the M

ahoning Valley.
 

First Place Bank Com
m

unity Foundation has donated $500,000 to Y
SU

’s 
Centennial Capital Cam

paign to help construct a new
 building for the W

il-
liam

son College of Business A
dm

inistration. 
It is the largest corporate gift to the Centennial Capital Cam

paign thus far.
“First Place Bank’s long-standing, generous support of Y

SU
 reflects the 

bank’s com
m

itm
ent to the university, Youngstow

n and the entire M
ahoning  

Valley,” said D
avid C. Sw

eet, Y
SU

 president. 
The gift w

ill go tow
ard the construction of a new

 $30 m
illion building for 

Y
SU

’s business college. 
“First Place is com

m
itted to investing in Youngstow

n State U
niversity, the 

renaissance of the city of Youngstow
n and the people of the M

ahoning Valley. 
This is our hom

e, w
here w

e live and w
ork, and w

e are com
m

itted to sustain-
ing and im

proving the quality of life for everyone here in the Valley,” said 
Steven R. Lew

is, chief executive officer of First Place Bank. 
First Place Bank has established a tradition of support for Y

SU. O
ver the 

past nine years, First Place has contributed m
ore than $200,000. 

The five-year, $43 m
illion Centennial Capital Cam

paign is the largest  
in Y

SU
’s history. n

First Place Bank gives $500K to
 Centennial Cam

p
aign

From
 the left are Betty Jo Licata, dean of YSU

’s W
illiam

son College 
of Business Adm

inistration; Steven R. Lewis, chief executive officer 
of First Place Bank; and YSU

 President D
avid C. Sweet.

Tuition w
ill be frozen for two years for 

undergraduate students living in O
hio under 

a new
 student fee schedule approved by the 

YSU
 Board of Trustees.

The action is in line w
ith the tuition cap set 

in the new
 two-year state budget. The budget 

also provides YSU
 w

ith about $2.9 m
illion in 

additional funds in fiscal year 2008 and $4.1 

m
illion in fiscal year 2009, according to the 

m
ost recent estim

ates provided by the state.
G

ov. Ted Strickland visited YSU
 on June 

29 to talk about the new
 state budget, particu-

larly as it relates to higher education.
Read the full story on eU

pdate at http:// 
cfw

eb.cc.ysu.edu/m
arketcom

m
/index.cfm

. n

Bo
ard

 ap
p

ro
ves tw

o
-year tuitio

n freeze
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