MEMORANDUM

October 20, 1871

To: Members, Academic Affairs Committee
From: V. A. Richley, Chairman
Subject: ATTACHED MATERIALS

Attached you will find:
1. Minutes of our last meeting (October 15, 1971).

2. My proposed Senate report as directed by the
committee.

3. The survey date on tenth week tests made by
Dr. G. Williamson.

Please review these materials, in particular my
proposed Senate Report, and direct your comments to me. Barring
substantial disagreemnt, in which case another meeting will be
called, the report will be made to the Senate on November 5, 1973.

VAR:js

ce: A.R. Curran
G.A. Dobbert
E.E. Eminhizer
R. Kreutzer
J. Roderick
F. Rosenberg
M. Siman
E.E. Edgar
J.A. Scriven
President Pugsley
rs. Schnuttgen
M. Brunner
G. Williamson

Attachments
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Present #ers A. R, Curmen A, Dovbert, E. E. Em%vhﬁ-ari
Jo. Rodarisk, M. Siman, E. 4. BEdgar, ¥, Bruwner, and V. A.
#¥ichley, Chairmen,

Chairman Richley opensd the mseding by asking for wolunieers

for Sacrat&ryg Aftsr prolopzed silence, CG. 4. Qab%&z, W
shangraid.

Chalrman sxplained that this first seeting was ¢o b
devoted t0 unfinizhed buziness of the preceding commities,
namely two items: (1) poliny stmtement regarding giving
one-houy o¥ams in the week bhefore [finsls; (2) s change in
graduation reguirements Zoy ROTC students.

In regard to the first item, the Chalirman distribubed & memo
addressed to him by.the Vice Preaident for Acadenic Affairs
containing an exerpt frem the minutes of the Deans Couneil
regaerding the Council’®s reaction te the statement of ths
Aceademic Affairs Committes. Cheirman Richlesy sxzplained
briefly the problem, newxesiy that the Cummittee’s attention
had besn dresn o it by one feculiy member ¥ho nad polled

his studente and found 2 substantlial number belng saddlied
with exsms in the week preceding finels. The Commities
menvers are referred t£o the appendix to the minutez, contain-
ing the minutes of the Comuictee meeting at which thess
statistics were presspted. Vies Presgident Edgser sealid tThat

he perscnally felt that sowe kind of pelicy statement might
be helpful to the students; that, howsver, the Deans Council
felt thet their endorsipg sush a polioy would be interfsring
tog much with scademic fracdom; end, upom guestioming from
the znembersg, fald thaet the feeling of the Dears Counell vwas
rather unanimous on thiz guestion, Numerous questicns ware
asked, such a8 ¥whether perhaps finsl examinations wers not
given in the last week; that perhaps this could be bvlamed

for some of the scheduling of the examinations during the
last week before finals. Questions were also raised as teo
how relisble the informelicn was, since the Committee?s aastion
seeged $¢ have bsen based upon the report of ors 1nstracam;w
A, R, Curran wondered whather othsy ingtrvctors hzd assess Lo
this information, and that, &3 Tsr as he #as coweernad, he was

UG g,

8iding with the deans, inscfar as Hils ¢wn pelicy was to allow



obudenss, L7 X 5ts
hode thew 3% Bimes other ¢
sttention was &ilse zlvea % ¢ how She
souvid enfercee snch @ pelisy. Thalr eeplisd
in rellsnoe oo seeperatlon fron obther instrusiorsz,
then snfersing it.

Chair Chen suggasted ths Tollewing albernatives. ag i
Tar the Committes To drop the matier entirely. The sseoand
t8 for the Committee Lo draw up & ghatemsnt and present 1%
bafors the Senate., The third is te sclleect mors reliabl
data and ¢then to presont 1% Witk & sbtategent %9 the Jenate.

e melority of the Committes Tplt that the nathser ahould

not dbe droppsd, and gsemed to Tavor the gathering of mops
aoourate data. This then brouzht up the guestion of isctics,
nagely that it would be imvposszible to come before the Senats
with a statement 2till %6 be adeptsed for ths {inal pericd

of this fall gqusrter, since thare was gepnaral sgreexent that
data should b» gathered during the week defore finala. Aljer
some Purthser discussion a3 t$ tactics 1t was gonerally agrosd
by the Comuittee that the Chalrasn shall sxpress the Commiites’s
thinking on this matter in s »ra2liminary report to be given o
the Senste. This report wonld sontain statistics whish
prompied the astion of the precsding coxmlittes snd ths annowics-
nent that the Committee, after gathering more substaniial dsts,
would make & followup report to the Senate, Chalir sald thet

he would draw up such a statement and clrculate 1% for compenbs

to all the pasbere.

Chalrman slsc reported thet Itenm Two, regarding graduation
reguirements for BOTC students, wag in the hands of the
Surricunlum Ccamitiss and, depending uvwpon the Quepriculim
Committes's action, thiz Commitiéze might or night nt be
involved in ¢hat questlion agailn,

Chair adjourned the maseting uith the announcenant that the
next meebting shall be callead at his discretion, which met
with the approval of the Commiiltee.

Respectfully submitted,

€. 4., Doohart, GSeoretary
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Gf HAN S A
Youngstown State University
by
The Academic Affairs Committee

The Academic Affairs Committee has no formal motion to bring before
the Senate today. Its report is intended to acquaint Senate members with
a problem the committee is currently studying and to gain their support
in its solution.

History on the problem in question begins on April 21, 1971, when
Dr. Gilbert Williamson (Civil Engineering) called the committee's attention
to the practice of some faculty members who schedule hour-long exams during
the tenth week of the quarter. A survey he conducted (Winter 71 quarter)
revealed that in a sample of 81 Engineering students approximately 1/2 of
them were scheduled for two or more tests during the tenth week of the
quarter. Five of these students were scheduled for four tests during that
period resulting in the possibility of eight exams scheduled over a time
span of two weeks. He pointed out, and the committee agreed, that stu-
dents faced with a series of such tests in the tenth week must simulta-
neously study current material, prepare for current tests and prepare for
final exams scheduled for the following week. A student's academic per-
formance over this highly intensified two weeks period could determine
50% or more of his letter grade in an eleven weeks course.

The Academic Affairs Committee discussed the problem at some length
and decided that while academic freedom preserves for faculty the right
to determine their own techniques for teaching, testing and grading it
also imposes the responsibility for careful planning of course related
activities, tests in particular. The committee was reluctant, however,
to recommend that Senate adopt a policy forbiding faculty from scheduling
hour-long tests during the tenth week of a quarter. Instead, it has -
elected to proceed in the following manner.

1. Acquaint Senate members with the problem through
this report and ask their cooperation.

2. Gather a larger data base by sampling the number
of hour-long exams given during the tenth week
of the Fall 71 quarter.

3. Formulate its recommendations based on the larger
data base and solicit the support of the Council
of Academic Deans.

4. Make its recommendations toc Senate.

The Academic Affairs Committe requests that Senate members seek out
the faculty they represent and acquaint them with the problem at hand.
The committee further requests that they strongly urge their colleagues
not to schedule hour-long exams during the tenth week of the quarter.

Repectfully Submitted
Victor A. Richley, Chairman
November 5, 1971

VAR:js



MEMO /QQLV9/

TO: Members, Academic Affairs Committee
FROM: V. A, Richley, Chairman
SUBJECT: Survey on Tests Given During the Tenth Week
The following survey was made by Dr. Gilbert Williamson

{(Civil Engineering) and presented to the Adademic Affairs
Committee on April 21, 1971.
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SURVEY

Question: How many tests did vou have in the tenth week of
the winter quarter?

Number of Tests

. ¢ i 2 3 4

Class No. 1 (Jr., 17) 3 7 4 2 1

Class No. 2 (Jr., 20) 3 6 7 4 0

Class No. 3 (Jr., 22) 7 3 7 2 3

Class No. 4 (Sr., 22) 11 6 4 0 1
TOTALS 81 24 22 22 5 -
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Some observations by thevAcademic Affairs Committee:
30% of students polled had 0 tenth week tests.
70% of students polled had 1 or more tenth week tests.
43% of students polled had 2 or more tenth week tests.
16% of students polled had 3 or more tenth week tests.

6% of students polled had 4 or more tenth week tests.
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