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The student voice of Youngstown State University since 1931

THE GRAD ISSUE

Senior Ashley 
Olson is graduat-
ing this semester 
with a Bachelor 
of Science and 
Business Admin-
istration degree. 
The 22-year-
old completed 
college in four 
years and is sad 
to graduate. 

“I’m going to 
miss my friends 
so much,” she 
said. “The people from all over that I won’t 
see anymore.”

She plans to attend law school after 
graduating from Youngstown State Uni-
versity in hopes of becoming a corporate 
attorney at a law firm. Olson said she 
would love to be a part-time professor too. 

Olson studied business marketing man-
agement at YSU. Ideally, she hopes to at-
tend the University of Akron to pursue a 
law degree. 

During her time in college, Olson main-
tained a 3.8 GPA while working at Kilcaw-
ley Center and Island Tropics Tanning 
Salon. She also coached the cheerleading 
squad at Lowellville Junior High School.

She stayed involved on campus and rec-
ommended that other students do the same.

Olson was part of the American Adver-
tising Federation, the Honorary Economics 
Club and the YSU chapter of the American 
Marketing Association. 

“Don’t be just a college student. Be a 
well-rounded individual,” she said. “Any-
body can be a student, but balancing more 
than one thing will set you up for success.”

Olson added that her parents inspired 
her to work hard through college.

“Since I was a little girl, they instilled 
that drive in me that education is so impor-
tant,” Olson said.

She said she looks forward to having a 
degree that no one can take away from her 
and entering the real world in search of the 
next step toward her career.

Olson is most proud of traveling abroad 
to London and Dublin. She went on the trip 
through YSU to view how businesses op-
erate in foreign countries. 

“It opened up my eyes,” she said. 
“There 

Grad pursues 
post-graduation 

law degree

Youngstown State University’s fall 
2011 graduating class will walk through 
Beeghly Center on Dec. 18 for com-
mencement. 

Ron Cole, director of university 
communications, said commencement 
is one of the highlights of each semester. 

“It represents a culmination of a lot 
of hard work and commitment by hun-
dreds of students who have come here 
to seek out their educational dreams and 
accomplish their career goals,” Cole 
said. 

This semester, 614 students are grad-
uating. 

Jacquelyn LeViseur, interim director 
of alumni and events management, said 
a lot goes into planning the ceremony. 
Her office helps with program books, 
logistics of bringing the speakers here, 
setting up the gym and planning re-

hearsal. 
“I’m happy 

to be a part of it. 
It’s such a happy 
day. The gradu-
ates, friends and 
family are all so 
proud,” she said. 

L e V i s e u r 
said that another 
aspect she en-
joys is the unifi-
cation of all the 
departments on 
campus. 

“It involves a lot of communication 
and planning,” she said. 

YSU will be joined this year by 
alumna Linda Gooden, executive vice 
president of Lockheed Martin Infor-
mation Systems & Global Solutions. 
Gooden will be speaking at the cer-
emony and is this semester’s honorary 
degree recipient. 

Gooden attended YSU and received 

her bach-
elor’s degree 
in computer 
technology. 
She’s also 
been award-
ed an honor-
ary Doctor 
of Public 
Service de-
gree from the 
University of 
Maryland.

President 
Barack Obama appointed her to the 
National Security Telecommunications 
Advisory Committee in 2010. 

Gooden was inducted into the pres-
tigious Career Communications Hall of 
Fame in 2011.

Student speaker April Hauser will be 
graduating with a bachelor’s degree in 
applied science.

Her YSU career began when she 
attended an Early College program, 

bringing 45 college credits with her 
after high school graduation. She has 
worked as a lifeguard on campus, and 
she volunteers at Youngstown Munici-
pal Court as a member of the Veterans 
Court Team. 

“I was definitely surprised and hon-
ored,” said Hauser of when she heard 
the news that she was chosen as a 
speaker at commencement. 

“April was chosen because of her 
success as a student,” said Joseph 
Mosca, dean of the Bitonte College of 
Health and Human Services. “We’re 
very happy for her and feel that she is a 
strong student.”

Hauser said that she is proud of her 
time at YSU. 

“My sister and I are the first in our 
family to graduate college, so it means 
a lot to me and my family,” Hauser said. 

She plans on pursuing a career in 
criminal prosecution and hopes to at-
tend law school. 

Another chapter closed
Marissa McIntyre
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
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Schkurko 
looks to the 

future

Emily Russo has spent four and 
a half years at Youngstown State 
University in front of and behind a 
camera.

Russo has been involved in the 
twice Emmy-nominated television 
show “Homework Express,” on-
line webcast “Light the Wick” and 
website and video designing for the 
College of Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Mathematics.

She is currently working as a vid-
eo journalist for the Business Jour-
nal, website design company Chica-
go 48 and Prodigal Media, which is 
creating a commercial for Sheely’s.

Russo had a specific goal when 
she started college and has exceeded 
her expectations.

“I went to college to be a video 

editor, and that is all I wanted to do. 
I did come out of YSU as a video 
editor, but I also came out a videog-
rapher, television director and pro-
ducer, a graphic designer and a Web 
designer,” Russo said.

Russo chose YSU because it was 
close to home and within her price 
range. The college served as much 
more than that to her, though.

“I really enjoyed my experience 
at YSU. I loved how many opportu-
nities I got,” she said. “My favorite 
part of YSU was being able to get 
involved in groups outside of class, 
which really helped me gain friends 
while gaining experience.”

YSU’s size proved helpful in 
Russo’s opinion as well.

“YSU is different than other col-
leges because it’s smaller. I feel like 
if I was in a bigger school I wouldn’t 
get as many opportunities,” she said 
in an email. “Many opportunities 
have come to me because it was 
easier to stick out with less people. 

Having time to speak to professors 
individually was also great for this 
reason.”

The telecommunications depart-
ment became like a second home for 
Russo over the years and provided 
her with some of her fondest memo-
ries.

“My best memories involve 
working at ‘Homework Express.’ 
I have been there for almost five 
years, and I feel like the crew is my 
second family. It’s also satisfying to 
start out with the lowest job, then 
grow to being one of the top student 
producers of the show,” Russo said.

Friends, professors and col-
leagues have been Russo’s greatest 
inspiration, and she said they always 
kept her going when she lost moti-
vation. She urges other students to 
surround themselves with positive 
reinforcements.

“My advice is to get involved in 

Fall 2011 grad remembers her 
time in telecommunications

 Fall graduate Emily Russo has spent four and a half years behind the telecommunications department’s cameras 
delivering news. Photo by Chelsea Telega/The Jambar.

Chelsea Telega
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT               
EDITOR

Russo reflects
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The Thompson-Sacher-
man House on Lincoln Av-
enue is set for demolition 
nearly a year after it was 
saved from a similar fate.

The house has been cit-
ed by the city for property 
maintenance violations.

“If the university had 
all the money it needed, it 
would be nice to see the 
house used for something,” 
said John Hyden, execu-
tive director of facilities at 
Youngstown State Univer-
sity.

The university has 
reached a point where it 
must either invest in the 
house or tear it down. To get 
the house up to code, YSU 
would have to replace the 
windows and siding, some-
thing Hyden said is not prac-
tical.

“It is much more fiscally 
responsible for the univer-
sity to spend money fixing 
other buildings that need 
maintenance,” he said.

Trustee Harry Meshel 
said the problem with older 
homes like the Thompson-
Sacherman House is that the 
buyers have no plan for the 
homes at the time of pur-
chase.

“The buyer bought the 
property before they had 
any idea what they wanted 
to do with it,” he said. “The 
buyer has decided to tear it 
down and doesn’t have the 

heart or the willingness to 
do what is supposed to be 
done with these buildings.”

Meshel said he under-
stands that the funds are not 
available to bring the home 
up to code, but he stresses 
that it should have been 
maintained in the first place.

“The cost is just too 
high,” Meshel said. “It’s a 
shame.”

Last year, some commu-
nity members asked the uni-
versity to save the Thomp-
son-Sacherman House, as 
well as the Peck House 
and the Pilgrim Collegiate 
Church on Wick Avenue.

A committee was formed 
to find a better alternative for 
the two houses and church.

Because no uses have 
been identified, the uni-
versity will move forward 
with the demolition of the 
Thompson-Sache rman 
House, though the future of 
the other two buildings has 
yet to be determined.

“I think it’s time to de-
molish the house,” Hyden 
said. “If something isn’t 
done soon, the house is 
going to fall down on it’s 
own.”

The Thompson-Sacher-
man House was built in 
1882 by Rufus F. Thompson 
and is listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

The Peck House, located 
in the Wick Avenue Historic 
District, was built in 1887 
and is one of six mansions 
remaining on Wick Avenue.

The Thompson-Sacherman House on Lincoln Avenue has been cited by the city for property mainte-
nance violations and will be torn down. No date has been set for demolition.
Photo by Kevin Alquist/The Jambar.

Historic house on Lincoln Avenue set for demolition
Kevin Alquist
NEWS REPORTER

Distance and online learning are steadily growing 
among students seeking a flexible educational op-
portunity, according to the Instructional Technology 
Council. 

This year at Youngstown State University, 1,798 
students are enrolled in online classes, a 39 percent 
increase from fall 2010. 

At YSU, the course completion rate for distance 
education is 80.5 percent, and course completion for 
traditional classes stands at 80.1 percent. 

Sal Sanders, an associate professor in health pro-
fessions, teaches online and traditional classes. He 
said the comparable rates “reflect the fact that we’ve 
learned a lot more about how to run a distance learn-
ing course and how to provide support for students.”

Annette Burden, interim distance education direc-
tor, said in an email that her concerns with distance 
learners are the same as many distance education di-
rectors. 

“Are the learners who take online courses self-
motivated, organized, able to work on their own 
without continual intervention and willing to ask 
questions?” Burden asked.

According to an online education survey done by 
the Babson Survey Research Group, more than half 
of the academic leaders who participated believe that 
“face-to-face instruction is ‘superior’ or ‘somewhat 
superior’ in supporting student-to-student interac-
tion.”

However, 80 percent of academic leaders believe 
that online learning is better for students to work at 
their own pace. 

Sanders said a distance learner must have strong 
computer skills. 

He added that he remembers a student who was 
signed up for two online courses but  had trouble log-
ging into the online course. 

“It turned out that he was typing the Web address 
into Google instead of the Web browser,” Sanders 
said. 

Sanders suggested that the student take a basic 
computer course before attempting online classes. 
During the phone call with this student, Sanders 
heard a child crying in the background.

“[The student] said, ‘That is why I cannot wait. I 
need to get my degree,’” Sanders said. 

Sanders added that online classes could be conve-
nient for some students.  

“Especially here, we have single parents and stu-
dents with families,” Sanders said.

Sanders mentioned students enrolled in online 
courses who also hold down full-time jobs and are 
considered professionals in their field. 

Sanders said he believes that students have the 
ability to retain information taught via online cours-
es. He said that, in many cases, he has more inter-
action with students in his online classes than in his 
classroom. 

“In a classroom, there might be five students lead-
ing the discussions. Online, I am interacting with 
each of them individually,” Sanders said. 

Burden said one of the misconceptions that stu-

dents should consider when deciding to take an on-
line class is that it might not be easier than a face-to-
face course. 

“Often, it is more rigorous than a face-to-face 
course,” she said. 

She advised that the students treat the online 
course like a virtual classroom. 

“So make a time commitment to get into your 
classroom several times per week as you would in a 
traditional setting,” Burden said.

Sanders said some distance learning courses ex-
sist that require students to present a final presenta-
tion on campus. However, there is a cut off with the 
distance. 

For example, he said he had a student from Ger-
many who presented a project via Skype. 

“In a perfect world, we would have loved to fly 
out to her,” Sanders said. 

Distance, online learning on the rise 
Marissa McIntyre
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Campus Connection
Do you prefer online or traditional classes? Why?

“Traditional classes are 
easier to learn in because 
you have the teacher right 
there and you can ask 
questions and, in most cases, 
get immediate answers.”   

 –Alex Lincoln, freshman

“I have an online class next 
semester, and I feel that 
they will be about the same, 
but online classes are more 
convenient because they fit 
better in any schedule.”             

– Chris Buday, sophomore

GRAPHIC BY PARIS CHRISOPOUlOS/THE JAMBAR
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CONGRATULATIONS!!

Laura M. White 

Class of 2011

Love, Mom 

Financial uncertainty continues 
at Youngstown State University as 
first quarter revenues came up short 
by $3 million.

The total will be roughly $6 mil-
lion by the end of fiscal year 2012, 
should spring enrollment remain 
consistent with the fall and summer 
classes factored in.

“[It] is entirely attributable to the 
decrease in enrolled students,” said 
Neal McNally, budget director. 

After budgeting for a 1 percent 
increase in enrollment for fall 
semester, administration was taken 
aback by a 3.5 percent decline.

McNally said his colleagues in 
student affairs ensure him enroll-
ment numbers will stabilize and 
YSU will “see a somewhat normal 
spring attrition rate.”

Overall revenues for the first 
quarter are $67,540,732, but 1.4 
percent below projections. 

McNally said he remains confi-
dent that the use of $1.9 million in 
bond reserves, coupled with close 
monitoring and strategic cuts, will 
result in a balanced budget. 

However, additional shortfalls 

may result due to changes in federal 
regulations. 

“The new federal Title IV 
regulations regarding satisfactory 
academic progress could result in 
an additional decline in enrollment 
levels in the spring and summer se-
mesters,” McNally wrote in a report 
presented to the board of trustees 
on Tuesday.

The Ohio Board of Regents will 
finalize its share of funding this 
month, but McNally said he doesn’t 
expect the funding to change.

“State funding for this fiscal year 
is pretty much set,” McNally said. 
“State tax receipts are coming in on 
or above target, so we don’t expect 
any funding cuts from the state this 
year.”

During his report, McNally 
updated the board on the voluntary 
staff contributions. So far, 93 per-
cent of the union-exempt employ-
ees pledged $267,484 in furlough 
days or monetary contributions.

“It’s a testament to our exempt 
employees to recognize our budget 
challenges,” said Scott Schulick, 
chairman of the finance and facili-
ties committee.

McNally said the number is sub-
ject to change, as some employees 
are responding to the request later 
than the deadline.

Revenue shortfalls to 
be overcome with use 

of  reserves
Jordan D. Uhl
NEWS EDITOR

The Youngstown State University 
Board of Trustees is responding to in-
stability in the world market with a 
heightened sense of awareness concern-
ing the university’s investments.

Investment consultants from Hart-
land & Co. updated the board on YSU’s 
assets, which experienced healthy gains 
during the third quarter of 2011. 

Lenient repercussions for excessive 
debt across the Eurozone accelerated 
over the past few years. This culminated 
in Greece, Italy, Portugal and Ireland, 
when debt surpassed or matched each 
country’s GDP.

Austerity measures were discussed 
in parliaments across Europe, only to be 
met by stiff opposition by the public. 

Greece and Italy have since seen 
their prime ministers George Papandre-
ou and Silvio Berlusconi, respectively, 
step down, only to be replaced by tech-
nocrats.

Just as markets were beginning to 
show signs of improvement due to the 
U.S. Treasury’s amplified role in the Eu-
rocrisis coupled with French President 
Nicolas Sarkozy and German Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel’s plan to enact strict-
er financial regulations in hopes of solv-
ing the current problem and proactively 
attacking future crises. 

But Standard & Poor, a credit ratings 
agency, has threatened to downgrade 
all 17 nations on the Euro, which sent 
Asian stocks plummeting. U.S. stocks 
have remained stable, though. Ambi-

tions are high that European leaders will 
find a viable solution soon.

“The U.S. really needs Europe to 
succeed,” said Michael Shebak, a senior 
managing director at Hartland.  “[Future 
performance] depends on what happens 
in the Eurozone over the next several 
weeks and months. We’re hoping for a 
good resolution in 2012.”

The decision to move assets from JP 
Morgan Prime Money Market to the JP 
Morgan Treasury Money Market, which 
the board approved in its set of summer 
meetings, resulted in total university as-
set growth of 1.6 percent.

The transfer was to “avoid holding 
of any kind of a non-U.S. bank,” said 
Sarah Parker, an institutional associate 
with Hartland.

 “Investors flew to treasuries [over 
the past few quarters],” Parker said.

Of YSU’s $77,120 in non-en-
dowment assets, 45 percent are cash 
investments, 43 percent are in fixed 
incomes and the remaining 12 percent 
are equities. 

Long-term outlooks for the univer-
sity’s portfolio are keeping pace with 
benchmarks.

Shebak and Parker recommended 
that the board readjust to improve fu-
ture performance. The board approved 
the reallocation of $5,209 from one 
Vanguard fund to another, essentially 
a lower, less expensive share class. 
Hartland claims this will lead to $3,000 
in annual savings. 

“We have a diverse portfolio, so we 
can improve without any major dam-
age,” said John Jakubek, trustee and 
chairman of the investment subcommit-
tee.

Euro crisis threatens 
future asset growth 

for YSU
Jordan D. Uhl
NEWS EDITOR

Open December 
10th, 17th, 24th

Now taking orders for “delectable 
holiday treats” by local bakers!

Unitarian Church, 10 a.m.-1p.m. Saturdays
1105 Elm St. Youngstown, OH 44505

See us/place orders at Facebook-Northside 
Farmer’s Market or 330-518-6971

YSU trustees review finances
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The Jambar encourages letters to the edi-
tor. Email submissions are welcome at edi-
tor@thejambar.com. Letters should concern 
campus issues, must be typed and must not 
exceed 400 words. Submissions must include 
the writer’s name and telephone number for 
verification and the writer’s city of residence 
for printing. Letters are subject to editing for 
spelling, grammar and clarity. The editorial 
board reserves the right to reject commen-
taries that are libelous or that don’t defend 
opinion with facts from reliable sources. The 
editorial board will request a rewrite from 
the submitting writer based on these require-
ments.

Letters will not be rejected based on the 
view expressed in them. Letters may be re-
jected if they are not relevant to Jambar 
readers, seek free publicity or if the editorial 
staff decides the subject has been sufficiently 
aired. The Jambar will not print letters that 
are libelous, threatening, obscene or indecent. 
The Jambar does not withhold the names of 
writers of letters or guest commentaries.

The views and opinions expressed in let-
ters and commentaries on the opinion page 
do not necessarily reflect those of The Jambar 
staff. Editorials do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of the faculty, staff or administration 
of Youngstown State University.

our side PoliCy
The editorial board that writes Our Side 

editorials consists of the editor-in-chief, the 
managing editor and the news editor. These 
opinion pieces are written separately from 
news articles and do not reflect the opinions 
of any individual staff member. The Jambar’s 
business manager and non-writing staff do not 
contribute to editorials, and the adviser does 
not have final approval.

JaMBar PoliCy
Since being founded by Burke Lyden in 

1931, The Jambar has won nine Associated 
Collegiate Press honors. The Jambar is pub-
lished twice weekly during the fall and spring 
semesters and weekly during the first summer 
session. Mail subscriptions are $25 per aca-
demic year. The first copy of The Jambar is 
free. Additional copies of The Jambar are $1 
each. 

Cartoon by Paris Chrisopoulos/The Jambar.

your side PoliCy

The Affordable Care Act pro-
vides opportunities for each state 
to establish a new health insur-
ance marketplace, a “one-stop 
shop” where individuals can 
compare different health insur-
ance plans and pick the one 
that works best for their family. 
Ohio faces several impor-
tant decisions in setting 
up this new marketplace. 
The marketplace should serve 
as a way to organize individuals 
and small businesses into larger 
groups that are able to negoti-
ate for better deals with insurers, 
as large employers do now. For 
too long, individuals and small 
businesses have gotten a raw 
deal on health insurance because 
they lack similar market clout. 
If set up well, new health insurance 

marketplaces will be able to orga-
nize individuals and small busi-
nesses into larger groups that are 
able to negotiate for better, more 
competitive health care coverage. 
How the health insurance market-
place will be governed is another 
important decision. An indepen-
dent board that puts the interests 
of health care consumers ahead 
of the profit interests of insurers is 
better than one that is made of or 
easily influenced by people who 
profit from health insurance sales. 
Exchanges, or health care mar-
ketplaces, are a good idea. They 
will protect consumers, enhance 
competition in the health insur-
ance market and allow consum-
ers to comparison shop. The law 
requires that each state participate 
in a health insurance marketplace, 

either federally or at the state level. 
We believe that Ohio consumers 
will benefit most when decisions 
that affect their health care are 
made by Ohioans.

-STEPH LARSEN
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF 
ORGANIZING FOR THE CENTER 
FOR RURAL AFFAIRS
LYONS, NEB.

The Center for Rural Affairs 
was established in 1973 as an 
unaffiliated nonprofit corporation 
under IRS code 501(c)3. The Cen-
ter for Rural Affairs was formed 
by rural Nebraskans concerned 
about family farms and rural 
communities, and we work to 
strengthen small businesses, fam-
ily farms and ranches, and rural 
communities.

letter to tHe editor

Horses haven't been slaughtered 
in the United States for the last five 
years. But Congress recently re-
stored funding for U.S. inspectors 
to oversee horse slaughter, paving 
the way for horses to be killed and 
butchered in the U.S. once again. 
While killing horses anywhere is 
contemptible, the decision does 
provide an opportunity to re-exam-
ine this entire issue.

A ban on killing horses in the 
United States doesn't help horses 
— it prolongs their suffering. And 
they will continue to suffer as long 
as the industries that breed horses 
for profit — horse racing, rodeo 
and the carriage trade —  keep ex-
ploiting these animals for our "en-
tertainment."

When horse slaughter was 
banned in the United States in 
2006, it didn't stop horses from 
being killed. Mercenary ranchers 
who make their living from horse 
flesh simply jam horses into un-
dersize trucks and haul them for 
hundreds —  sometimes thousands 
—  of miles to slaughterhouses in 
Canada and Mexico.

Horses who manage to survive 
this grueling journey often arrive 

at the slaughterhouse with gashed 
foreheads, broken bones, com-
pound fractures, eye infections 
and other injuries. They meet their 
end with a bolt gun, an often slow 
and agonizing death caused by the 
carelessness of workers who fire 
poorly aimed bolt after bolt until 
the animal finally dies. They are 
then bled out and skinned, usu-
ally in full view of other terrified 
horses.

Anyone who cares about 
animals should condemn horse 
slaughter altogether and call for 
an absolute ban on both the export 
of live horses and slaughter in the 
United States. One doesn't work 
without the other.

Horses have been exploited for 
human purposes and profit since 
the beginning of time, and we need 
to take an honest look at the discon-
nect between society's horror over 
eating horses and its tacit approval 
of exploiting them in so many oth-
er ways. Many of the horses who 
end up in slaughterhouses used to 
pull carriages, perform in rodeos or 
cross the finish line but are now too 
worn-out to continue.

Even though horses tend to be 
skittish and sensitive, they are still 
forced to provide carriage rides on 
busy city streets and, at this time of 

year, in shopping mall parking lots 
for seasonal promotions. Fighting 
crowds, dodging traffic and try-
ing not to slip on icy streets while 
hauling oversized loads day after 
day takes a toll. Accidents have 
occurred in nearly every location 
where carriage rides are allowed 
and many horses have died. But as 
long as people pay to ride, horses 
will continue to be worked until 
they can't take another step.

The horse racing and rodeo in-
dustries are equally culpable for 
sending horses to their deaths. 
Horses are bred over and over 
until "winners" are produced. But 
not every horse makes money, 
and continual breeding has led to 
a critical overpopulation of horses: 
too many horses, not enough good 
homes. And just like dogs and 
cats, unwanted horses are often 
abandoned, neglected, starved and 
left to die without veterinary care. 
Thousands are sold to meat buyers 
and go from grassy fields to blood-
soaked killing floors.

If eating horse flesh appalls you, 
so should the industries that pro-
vide the bodies. People can make 
a real difference by staying away 
from the racetrack, shunning car-
riage rides and steering clear of the 
rodeo.

The company behind the Ring-
ling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey 
circus has agreed to pay a civil 
penalty of $270,000 as part of a 
settlement with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, which over-
sees enforcement of the Animal 
Welfare Act. The agreement noted 
that more than a dozen inspections 
had resulted in reports of noncom-
pliance with regulations, from 
improper fencing to temporarily 
losing control over an animal to 
allowing a zebra to escape. The 
USDA had also launched four in-
vestigations into the circus over 
the last two years, according to a 
spokesman, that might have led to 
findings of more serious violations 
before the settlement ended all in-
quiry.

Although the fee is the highest 

ever assessed against an animal 
exhibitor under the welfare stat-
ute, it's peanuts for the circus. And 
Feld Entertainment Inc. did not 
admit wrongdoing but pledged to 
institute mandatory animal welfare 
training for all employees and to 
designate a compliance officer.

Those are conscientious moves, 
but Feld should do more. For a 
decade, animal welfare groups 
have filed lawsuits and federal 
complaints against the circus for 
its handling of exotic animals, 
particularly elephants, contend-
ing that the circus chains them for 
hours, subjects them to arduous 
road travel and uses bull hooks 
to make them comply with com-
mands. The time is long past for el-
ephants in the circus ring. For their 
part, Feld officials have vigorously 
defended their operation's concern 
for animal welfare. The company's 
website says the elephants are well 
housed, transported and cared for, 
and perform a scant hour or two 
on show days. In addition, Feld 

proudly says it is breeding endan-
gered Asian elephants at its con-
servation center in Florida.

If Feld officials care as much 
as they say they do about animals 
—  particularly the planet's largest 
land mammals —  they should re-
tire them from performance. Short 
of that, they should retire from the 
road any elephants suffering from 
arthritis —  the plague of captive, 
older elephants.

At a time when zoos are spend-
ing millions to find better ways 
to care for elephants —  building 
them extensive habitats and mini-
mizing or even forbidding unob-
structed contact with keepers, thus 
eliminating the need for bull hooks 
for protection —  this would be a 
good time for Feld to stop selling 
the old-school animal circus. Until 
that time, circus patrons who find 
animal acts troubling can register 
their displeasure by not attending. 
If they want to see a pachyderm, 
Tina, Jewel and Billy are at the Los 
Angeles Zoo every day.

MCT FORUM
(MCT)

They kill horses, don’t they?

McClatchy-Tribune 
News Service
(MCT)

Ringling Bros., they're elephants, not clowns

For years, YSU has owned properties that 
it, unfortunately, hasn’t been able to upkeep. 

We say “unfortunately” because the 
Thompson-Sacherman House has served 
as a distinct landmark in our city, and even 
though it appears on the National Register of 
Historic Places, the home is another capital 
drag on YSU’s pocketbook.

This is the second time in nearly a year 
the house has been scheduled for demolition 
— this time because of property maintenance 
violations.

The university should have taken advan-
tage of it a year ago when it was temporarily 
saved from the wrecking ball.

John Hyden, executive director of facili-
ties at YSU, said insufficient funds were the 
justification for its lack of preservation.

Harry Meshel blamed the property owner. 
“The buyer bought the property before 

they had any idea what they wanted to do 
with it,” Meshel said. “The buyer has decid-
ed to tear it down and doesn’t have the heart 
or willingness to do what is supposed to be 
done with these buildings.”

Meshel may be right. Maybe the property 
owner should have invested plans and money 
into the house. Maybe the university should 
have invested more time, effort and money.

And again, unfortunately, neither party 
did so. 

It’s time to put an end to the depreciation 
of YSU’s rescued and adopted properties.

With a budget deficit to fill and loom-
ing state cuts, YSU would be wise to sever 
this property and others, like the Wick Pol-
lock House. After finally beginning to make 
renovations on it in September, YSU is now 
locked in an incredibly wasteful $3 million 
plan.

How was rebuilding overlooked in a time 
of financial insecurity?

Cut your losses. 
Instead of playing the blame game, YSU 

should move forward by working closely 
with the city to ensure that the building is 
razed and that the property enhances the uni-
versity both aesthetically and economically. 

So long Thompson-
Sacherman House



Claire Maluso, 82, remem-
bers the hustle and bustle of 
downtown Youngstown dur-
ing the Christmas season. In 
the 1960s, she worked for the 
Strouss Company, which was 
located in the former Phar-
Mor Building on West Federal 
Street. 

Claire Maluso was the pla-
za director from 1988 to 1998. 
Today, she is a member of the 
Cityscape board.

Claire Maluso has lived in 
Youngstown all her life and 
takes a special pride in the 
downtown history, especially 
the old days of shopping, pa-
rades and flourishing busi-
nesses.

Before the age of shopping 
malls, holiday shoppers flood-
ed the streets of downtown. 
In those years, the downtown 
Christmas parade brought 
thousands of people between 
Thanksgiving and the New 
Year. From one end of Federal 
Street to the other, businesses 
filled most of the now vacant 
buildings, Claire Maluso said. 

“At one time, we probably 
had 500 businesses between 
Rayen Avenue and Front 
Street, West Federal Street, 
Commerce Street, Boardman 
Avenue and clear up on Wood 
Street by Youngstown State 
University,” Claire Maluso 
said.

Claire Maluso looks down 
at an outdated map, which de-
tails the flourishing downtown 
business district.

“When you came down 
Federal Street, there was not a 
place that did not have a store. 
You had Kirby Shoes, Strouss, 
McKelvey and Hartsells, to 
name a few. This map can 
show you a world of things 
about Youngstown,” she said.

Every floor of the Strouss 
building had a personal-
ity. Claire Maluso climbs the 
stairs in her memory.

“The first floor had jew-
elry, the general store and a 
bakery. The mezzanine had a 
tailor shop, a camera shop and 
restrooms. The second floor 
had items for the kitchen. The 
third floor was women’s fin-
ery and juniors dresses,” she 
said. “At Christmas time, you 
would see a talking snowman 
on your way up to the fourth 
floor where Santa was sitting 
next to a tree to greet the kids. 
The fourth floor was all furni-
ture. The fifth floor was house-
hold and more furniture, and 
the sixth floor was household 
complete and the auditing of-

fice, and the seventh floor held 
windows, interior design and 
advertising. The eighth floor 
was a bakery.”

Claire Maluso walks 
through the streets of 
Youngstown from decades 
ago. Each shop and each face 
stands out in her reverie.

“Every window was so 
important. There were deco-
rations everywhere. People 
would walk up and down the 
street, looking at the beautiful 
windows. [There] were Santas 
and angels from one end to the 
other. It was different times 
cause we only had one central 
business district and people 
didn’t have cars then,” Claire 
Maluso said.

John Maluso, Claire’s hus-
band, recalls buses pulled like 
trolleys. 

“They were on a track with 
a power cable, and from the 
back end there was a big pole 
that went up. The wind blew 
and knocked the pole down, 
and the bus drivers would 
have to get out and fix them,” 
he said.

John Maluso graduated 
from the former Youngstown 
College in 1949. Now 87 
years old, John and his wife 
have lived in Youngstown 
their entire lives, celebrating 
Christmas as time has taken its 
toll on the city.

The Youngstown Board of 

Trade met monthly back 
then. Through the holi-
day, money was raised to 
sponsor events. All the 
stores would contribute, 
the Malusos said. It was 
a collaborative effort.

“There would be 
advertising galore for 
radio at that time. This 
was the way of things 
because there were no 
malls,” John Maluso 
said.

Claire Maluso 
would participate in 
a jingle bell program 
for schools that re-
cruited students to 
work in retail.

“When I worked 
with Strouss, we 
always participated 
in the parade. As a 
matter of fact, our 
personnel direc-
tor would be Mrs. 
Claus every year. 
That became history. We did 
jingle bell programs every 
year with the schools,” she 
said.

Kids would earn money for 
the holidays. Maluso would 
teach the program at South 
High School and Choffin Vo-
cational School. Strouss would 
hire the program graduates.

The bustling holiday spec-
tacle lasted until 1974 when 
the mills closed, the Malusos 

s a i d . 
Some festivities continued 
as Federal Street was blocked 
when many retail stores went 
under.

“It was common for busi-
ness districts to close the 
streets and allow pedestrians 
to walk around and see things. 
But that was because all the 
retail began to leave,” she said.

Claire Maluso will never 
forget standing beside 50,000 

people to cheer on the 
Christmas parade. She remem-
bers every high school band in 
the area marching through the 
sea of decorations and store-
front displays. 

“Youngstown was a great, 
active city in those days,” 
Claire Maluso said. “That was 
the place to be in those days.”
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As Cheryl Guyer watches customers 
become aggravated over the topic of re-
placing “Merry Christmas” with “Hap-
py Holidays,” she said she believes that 
the elimination of “Merry Christmas” is 
pointless.

“Christmas is such a secular holiday 
today that so many people celebrate it 
without thinking about what they’re cel-
ebrating,” said Guyer, a religious studies 
major at Youngstown State University 
who has worked retail during the holi-
day season for several years.

Christopher Bache, a professor in 
the philosophy and religious studies de-
partment at YSU, said he believes it is 
healthy for people to acknowledge and 
understand religious perspectives that 
stem from cultural customs. 

“I was raised a Catholic, taught world 
religions for 30 years, practiced within a 
Buddhist lineage and am both universal-
ist and post-religious at heart,” he said.

Bache said he would respond with, 
“Happy Holidays.”

“When I say, ‘Merry Christmas,’ I 
broaden it in my mind to refer to all the 
great teachers from all the spiritual tra-
ditions who have incarnated to help hu-

mankind,” Bache said. 
Mark Vopat, assistant professor in 

the philosophy and religious studies de-
partment at YSU, said he believes that 
shopping outlets instruct employees 
to respond with “Happy Holidays” be-
cause they are taking into consideration 
the fact that not all customers are of the 
Christian faith.

“Although ‘Merry Christmas’ can be 
viewed as somewhat secular, it is still in-
herently a greeting with religious over-
tones,” Vopat said.

Vopat is also aware that by saying 
“Happy Holidays,” people are recogniz-
ing that the celebrations of others may 
consist of Kwanzaa or Hanukkah — and 
not always Christmas.

“From a store perspective, it seems 
to be more considerate, given you don’t 
know the religious beliefs of every cus-
tomer, to express a more general greet-
ing [and] goodbye,” Vopat said.

He said he sees nothing wrong with a 
social tradition between customers and 
strangers who encourage the holiday 
spirit.

“It seems to me that offense should 
only be taken if someone were inten-
tionally attempting to belittle your re-
ligious belief, or if you had somehow 
made it obvious that you were a Chris-
tian,” he said.

Bruce Waller, chairman of the philos-
ophy and religious studies department at 
YSU, said “Merry Christmas” doesn’t 
really offend him. 

“It is certainly better than ‘Go to 
hell,’” Waller said. “But ‘Happy Holi-
days’ seems more appropriate in our 
wonderfully diverse campus communi-
ty, embracing the full range of religious 
and nonreligious belief.”

Waller said he believes that express-
ing holiday spirit through “Happy Holi-
days” allows all people to be recognized 
through that more general term.

Senior Phylicia Simms said she 
would say, “Merry Christmas,” to some-
one she knows personally. She would 
probably tell a stranger, “Happy Holi-
days,” though. 

“I thought that it was always Jew-
ish people that were offended because 
they don’t celebrate. Again, that’s their 
choice, their religion, and if a Chris-
tian is saying ‘Merry Christmas,’ they 
mean it in a respective way, not a rude 
way, and both parties should understand 
that it needs to be taken into contexts,” 
Simms said.

Political science major Levant Miller 
said he believes the term, “Merry Christ-
mas,” is synonymous with the holiday 
season and reflects a sense of religious 
acknowledgement, as does the holiday 

itself. 
“To find offense in the term is a bit of 

[an] over-exaggeration,” he said.
Comparing the scenario, Miller used 

the example of sneezing and someone 
responding with, “God bless you,” say-
ing it would be seen as an equivalent of-
fense to saying, “Merry Christmas.”

“My personal belief is one in which 
‘Merry Christmas’ is used to celebrate 
the season. If someone finds offense 
in that, then ‘God bless them,’” Miller 
said.

Guyer said she doesn’t understand 
how the phrase, “Merry Christmas,” is 
all of a sudden offensive to certain in-
dividuals. 

“Christmas is a worldwide holiday 
that falls on Dec. 25 every single year,” 
Guyer said. “The term, ‘Christmas,’ 
is on calendars. It’s in songs, movies, 
commercials, and if someone doesn’t 
want to participate, then that’s their de-
cision, but they shouldn’t make others 
change, too.” 

Guyer said the whole issue just 
causes more bickering about things that 
really don’t matter.

“If anyone from any faith came up 
to me and gave me a holiday blessing 
from their particular faith, I know that 
I would be honored and thankful,” she 
said. 

Holiday tradition or controversial disaster?
Jenna Medina
FEATURES REPORTER

‘Merry Christmas’ vs. ‘Happy Holidays’

Candace Mauzy
REPORTER

‘Those were the days’

Clair and John Naluso stand in front of the Christmas tree 
downtown at the old Phar-Mor building. Photo by Can-
dance Mauzy/The Jambar.

Local couple remembers 80 years of Christmas in the city
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One decade ago, attorney 
and author Michelle Alexan-
der was put in jail for partici-
pating in a sit-in in California. 
She joined a group of protest-
ers who disagreed with a bill 
that would try juveniles as 
adults.

Alexander and the other 
participants were chanting 
slogans from their jail cell and 
“quite frankly, having a good 
time,” she said.

A silence fell over them, 
however, when they heard ag-
onizing cries from a woman in 
the cell next to them.

“Those people may never 
get to see the outside of that 
cell again, never get to hold 
their kids again, and it really 
hit home,” Alexander said. 

Since then, Alexander has 
investigated the inner work-
ings of the mass incarceration 
system. 

On Tuesday night, Alex-
ander visited the Youngstown 
Historical Center of Industry 
and Labor to discuss “The 
New Jim Crow: Mass Incar-
ceration in the Age of Color-
blindness.”

Alexander’s book con-
tends that once someone is la-
beled a felon, it is acceptable 
for him or her to be discrimi-
nated against in the same way 
African-Americans were once 
discriminated against. 

“When I wrote the book, 
it was my greatest hope and 
prayer that there would be 
open hearts and minds that 
would see this book as an 
awakening about the mass in-
carceration system like I did 
about a decade ago,” Alexan-
der said. 

Alexander also talks about 
the prison system being driven 
by money and the difficulties 
faced in changing the system. 

“We can’t engage in mean-
ingful action unless we know 
the history behind what we 
are fighting for,” Alexander 
said. “Hopefully, we will have 
an awakening that can bring 
an end to this caste-like sys-
tem.” 

Alexander said she thinks 
that prison systems are an is-
sue everywhere.

“It’s easy for some re-
gions to think this doesn’t af-
fect them because they don’t 
know someone who has been 
incarcerated or haven’t been 
incarcerated themselves, but 
it affects everyone,” Alexan-
der said.

Sybil West, board member 
of the Mahoning Valley Or-
ganizing Collaborative, grew 
up in Youngstown, but these 
issues are more apparent to 
her now because of what she 
witnesses her 30-year-old son 
going through.

“The whole book hit 
me personally. When I was 
younger and would have said 
some of these things, people 
would have thought that I was 
crazy or paranoid. She just 
brought a pen to paper and 
said everything I wanted to,” 
West said.

West said she recommends 
that all members of law en-
forcement or people in posi-
tions of power read this book 
to see how African-Americans 
are being unfairly targeted.

Yulanda McCarty-Harris, 
director of the Office of Equal 
Opportunity and Diversity at 
Youngstown State University, 
introduced Alexander as her 
“sister.”

“She is someone that is in-
terested in giving a voice to 
those who are oppressed and 
don’t have a voice, so I bond 
with her in that way,” McCar-
ty-Harris said.

McCarty-Harris said Alex-
ander has made an impact as 
an attorney and an author.

“Just looking at her biogra-
phy and seeing what she does 
inspires me,” she said. “For 
a woman to accomplish what 
she has, I consider it breaking 
the glass sea.”

Sherry Linkon, co-director 
of the Center for Working-
Class Studies at YSU, is a 
member of the MVOC-CW-
CS book club. The club re-
cently finished Alexander’s 
book, and most club members 
attended Alexander’s presen-
tation.

“We’ve been gathering 

and having fabulous con-
versations. It’s not just what 
this book says. In order to 
talk about it, you have to 
talk about race in America,” 
Linkon said.

Linkon added that the book 
is rather troubling, but Alex-
ander portrays the issues in a 
powerful, persuasive manner. 

“Youngstown is the perfect 
place to talk about this. We 
have a very large population 
in poverty. There is a very 
large number of families who 
have someone in prison, and 
that is what she is here to talk 
about,” Linkon said.

McCarty-Harris and Alex-
ander agreed that criminals 
are not given the chance to 
reinvent themselves.

“We don’t say that we con-
done crime, but we want a 
system that helps them. Where 
are their support systems? Not 
even for when they get out, 
but should they even be in?” 
McCarty-Harris asked. 

Alexander said that a great 
deal of imprisonment issues 

have to do with the perception 
of felons.

“The explosion of incar-
ceration has less to do with 
crime and more to do with the 
way that we respond to people 
who are criminals,” Alexan-
der said.

McCarty-Harris agreed.
“I know it says [employ-

ers] don’t discriminate on job 
applications, but when some-
one says that they’re a felon, 
how much of a chance do we 
really give them?” McCarty-
Harris asked. “I commend 
organizations that give people 
a second chance. That’s what 
it’s about.”

McCarty-Harris said she 
thinks help is the most impor-
tant thing to give to people in 
this kind of situation.

“When someone says, ‘I’m 
being oppressed,’ it’s not our 
job to say, ‘Are you sure?’ We 
must help them through it,” 
McCarty-Harris said. “The 
fact is that some of them are 
definitely trying to turn their 
lives around.”

Chelsea Telega
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
EDITOR

‘Those people may never get to 
see the outside of that cell again’

Author addresses incarceration issues

Michelle Alexander signs copies of “The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness” for Youngstown resi-
dents.  Photo by Chelsea Telega/The Jambar.

Yo* Calendar

“Twas the Night Before 
Finals” 

Thursday, 3-7 p.m. 
Andrews Student Recre-

ation and Wellness Center
Event includes an ugly 
sweater contest, crafts, 

games, a cookie decorat-
ing station and prizes. 

Admission is free with a 
valid YSU ID. 

Steve Vuich hosts Open 
Mic Night

Thursday, 8 p.m.
Vintage Estates Wine & 

Beer

YCS Comedy
Thursday, 9 p.m.

La Bella Cena Restaurant 

Winter Whiteout Black-
light Party 

Thursday, 9 p.m.
Lemon Grove Cafe

Skate and Dance Party
Friday, 6 p.m.

Champion Rollarena
$3-$7

“Scrooge, the Musical” 
Friday, 7:30 p.m.

Youngstown Playhouse 
$10-$15 

“How the Drag Queen 
Stole Christmas” 

Friday, 8 p.m.
Oakland Center for the Arts

$15

YCS Comedy Night with 
Open Mic

Friday, 9 p.m. 
Belleria Pizzeria, Corners-

burg

Seasons Greetings 
Saturday, 8 p.m. 

DeYor Performing Arts 
Center 

Tickets available online

Cosmic Bowling
Saturday, 9 p.m.

Mahoning Valley Lanes and 
Strikers Lounge

Three games and shoes for 
$8

Karaoke 
Saturday, 9 p.m.

Los Gallos Mexican Res-
taurant 

21+

Skate and Dance Party 
Saturday, 6 p.m.

Champion Rollarena 
$3-$7.

“Scrooge, the Musical” 
Saturday, 7:30 p.m.

Youngstown Playhouse 
$10-$15 

“Scrooge, the Musical” 
Sunday, 2:30 p.m.

The Youngstown Playhouse
 $10-$15 

USA Dance Annual  
Snowflake Ball 
Sunday, 4-9 p.m. 

Avon Oaks Ballroom 
$25-$40

Thursday Friday Saturday

Sunday

“How the Drag Queen 
Stole Christmas” 
Saturday, 8 p.m.

Oakland Center for the Arts
$15
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 news briefs

 Police briefs

Ladies:* If you’ve ever shopped at 
Ambiance in Boardman, 
please check out Sassy 
Sensations’ new store in 
Austintown - 
569 S. Meridian Rd

•	 Bachelorette Parties
•	 In-Home Parties
•	 Lingerie

330-779-3660

www.sassysensations.com
$10.00 off any purchase of 

$50.00 or more

"Where Even Good 
Girls Shop!" 

WCBA hosts 
student/

practitioner day
The Williamson College of 

Business Administration will 
host the 15th annual Account-
ing and Finance Student/Prac-
titioner Day on Friday from 
7:40 a.m. to 3 p.m. Panels will 
discuss employment oppor-
tunities, communication and 
networking skills, and other 
vital topics in the business 
and accounting fields. Human 
resource representatives will 
also attend. 

Jabali celebrates 
African culture
Jabali, an African cultural 

celebration, will take place in 
Kilcawley Center’s Chestnut 
Room on Friday at 6:30 p.m. 
The event includes dinner and 
entertainment provided by the 
Harambee Youth Group and 
the African Students Union. 
Benita Y. Pearson, the first 
black female federal judge 
in Ohio, will be the keynote 
speaker. Dinner is $10 for stu-
dents. For more information, 
contact the Africana Studies 
Program at 330-941-3097.

Student passes out 
in bathroom

Early Saturday morning, 
YSU Police were called to 
Cafaro House in response to 
an unconscious female stu-
dent. The student had come 
back from a party and said she 
needed to go to the bathroom. 
However, she never came 
out, and her friends found 
her unconscious on the floor. 
The student appeared to have 
hit her head and chipped her 
teeth, and a small amount of 
blood and saliva were on the 
bathroom floor near her head. 
The student was transported to 
St. Elizabeth Health Center for 
treatment.

Tussle in Lyden 
leads to broken 

window
On Sunday, YSU Police 

were called to Lyden House in 
regards to a broken window. 
After reviewing camera foot-
age of the hallway, YSU Po-
lice determined that a fight had 
occurred that led to the broken 
window. University police of-
ficers believe that a female 
student had been in an alterca-
tion with an unknown individ-
ual. There is footage of a male 
escorting the female student 
down the hallway, away from 
the window.

Man napping leads 
to his arrest

On Monday, YSU Police 
received a call reporting a sus-
picious black vehicle parked 
outside of a house on Adams 
Street. By the time university 
police officers arrived, the car 
was leaving. Later, YSU Po-
lice noticed the vehicle in the 
area again, followed it and 
pulled over the driver. The 
driver claimed to have been 
resting during his paper route. 
The driver was arrested for 
driving with a suspended driv-
er’s license.

Missing headlight 
leads to citation 
and court date

On Dec. 2, YSU Police 
noticed a white 2001 Chevy 
Impala on Fifth Avenue with 
one headlight working. The 
officer pulled over the car at 
the corner of Fifth Avenue 
and Arlington Street. The 
driver did not have a driver’s 
license or vehicle registration. 
YSU Police asked permission 
to search the vehicle, and the 
driver agreed. The officers dis-
covered about $5,700 on the 
driver’s side of the car and un-
der the seat. They also found 
blunt packaging and empty 
plastic bags with suspected 
marijuana residue. Police then 
detained the driver for their 
safety. YSU Police had the car 
towed and put the money and 
other items into the evidence 
room. The driver was issued 
a traffic citation for the head-
lights, given a court date and 
then released.

are so many places I want to 
see that I had no desire to see 
before I went.”

She traveled overseas with 
one of her closest friends, 
Kevin Day. Day is also a 
graduating senior who shares 
the same major as Olson.

They met their freshman 
year and have been friends 
ever since. 

“He was in my STEM 
class and just came up to 
me and said, How was your 
weekend?’ like he’s known 
me for years,” Olson said. 
“Then we had every class to-
gether that day. It was like he 
was following me.”

Olson said that since then, 
they scheduled every class 
together.

Day said Olson is a dedi-
cated student and finishes her 
work in a timely fashion.

“She is always willing to 
help group members,” Day 
said. “We help each other. 
We balance each other’s 
strengths and weaknesses.”

Instructor Michael Pon-
tikos said Olson was a very 
hard worker in his advertis-
ing classes. 

“She is very detail-orient-
ed … the kind of person who 
gets things done,” Pontikos 
said.

Michael McGiffin, 
Kilcawley Center evening 
operations manager, said Ol-
son is a promising leader.

“She cares a great deal 
about the people she works 
with,” he said. “She always 
goes to vast lengths to serve 
a student.”

John Young, associate di-
rector of Kilcawley Center, 
said she is definitely a people 
person.

“Wherever she chooses 
to go, she will be successful 
because of her people skills,” 
Young said.

Olson is searching for in-
ternships after graduation 
and leaves this piece of ad-
vice for freshmen.

“Without an education, 
it makes it hard to put your 
individual imprint on the 
world,” she said.

OlsOn page 1

anything that would inter-
est you. Just going to class 
doesn’t teach you as much as 
a hands-on experience can. 
YSU has a lot of things to of-
fer students, take the opportu-
nities,” she said.

Although Russo didn’t 
have a “favorite professor,” 
she attributes a number of her 
successes to the effort they 
put forth to get her to this 
point.

Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
professor Fred Owens has 
worked with Russo in the 
department for years and has 
seen her grow in many ways.

“To see a young person 
grow and mature and to pre-
pare for a life both personally 
and professionally is most 
gratifying, especially when 
the person is doing as well as 
she is and has such high stan-
dards as Emily does,” Owens 
said.

Owens makes it a personal 
goal to help students eradicate 
their confining comfort zones. 
He said Russo did just that.

“Emily, during the period 
that she has been here, has be-
come not only willing to take 
on new assignments and new 
projects, but she was eager to 
do that,” Owens said. “And, 
when a student is willing to 
move out of their comfort 
zone, they can achieve any-
thing.”

Owens has no doubts 
about what Russo can make 
of her future and said that she 
will define her own life.

“She’ll set her goals. She 
has the capability, she has the 
intellectual horsepower, the 
people skills and the team- 

leading abilities,” Owens 
said. “She’s just a rocket.”

Assistant professor Amy 
Crawford has also seen Russo 
leave her comfort zone and 
move on to bigger things. 

“She’s really developed 
as a leader. She always came 
in with enthusiasm, and she 
went past her comfort zone 
taking on a leadership posi-
tion,” Crawford said. “She 
flourished.”

Crawford always noticed 
a great deal of enthusiasm in 
Russo and said that she knows 
if she keeps that attitude, she 
will go far.

“I think she’ll accomplish 
whatever she wants to accom-
plish,” Crawford said. “She 
has that rare mix of creativity, 
humility, dedication and intel-
ligence.”

Crawford said she is proud 
to call Russo a product of the 
telecommunications depart-
ment.

“She’s one of those stu-
dents I feel bad taking credit 
for because she’s so driven 
and focused and she’s such a 
self-starter,” Crawford said. 
“But I hope we’ve helped to 
inspire her, and she has defi-
nitely given back to the pro-
gram.”

Owens does not foresee 
Russo’s name being forgotten 
any time soon at YSU.

“I look forward to one day 
seeing our studio named the 
Emily Russo Television Stu-
dio,” Owens said.

After college, Russo plans 
on continuing her work at the 
Business Journal, Chicago 48 
and Prodigal Media.

 Classifieds
HOUSING
1 Bedroom APT. For rent close 
to YSU. Students only $395. per 
month. 330-506-0104.
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Join Our Team

Please help us help those coping with rare, 

chronic, genetic diseases.

New donors can receive $25 today 

and $75 this week! 

Ask about our Specialty Programs!

Must be 18 years or older, have valid I.D. 

along with proof of SS# and local residency.

Walk-ins Welcome. 

Wireless Internet Available. 

Biotest Plasma Center

444 Martin Luther King Blvd. 

Youngstown, OH 44502

330-743-1317

www.biotestpharma.com

Plasma Donors Needed Now
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It seems like just yesterday 
I interviewed for The Jambar. 
The next thing I knew, I was a 
design editor and thrown into 
a newsroom. I didn’t know 
what to expect. I got friend-
ships and experience that will 
last me a lifetime. 

Josh, you’re a hard but fair 
editor-in-chief, and the direc-
tion that you’ve taken this 
paper has been amazing. The 
past two ACP/CMA confer-
ences were some of the most 
fun times of my life. The paper 
will have big shoes to fill once 
you’re no longer in the head 
seat.

My dear friend Sam, I will 
miss our inside design jokes 
and disrupting staff meetings 
with you via our text mes-
sage banter that usually led 
to laughing out loud. I can’t 
thank you enough for showing 
me Iwrestledabearonce’s dub-
step album and keeping me 
sane on some of those design 
nights.

Jordan, I’ll never forget 
our runs to Waffle House after 
football, getting there just in 
time for all-you-can-eat while 
the clips and pictures were up-
loading back at the office. And 
that night we tried to work 
while listening to Keith’s little 
Chihuahua running all around 
the office. Also, between you 
and Sam, it’s hard to find any-

one with better taste in music.
Keep on jacking up the rev, 

Catullo. Your show may be on 
the less serious side, but it is 
seriously a good college sports 
show. 

Emmalee, I’ll miss talking 
to someone who actually has 
an appreciation for old school 
rock ‘n’ roll. You’re the best 
copy editor I’ve ever seen, and 
I don’t know what The Jambar 
would do without you.

Marissa McIntyre, just re-
member that you’re an awe-
some person, and I’ll never 
forget you. The eight hours we 
spent together on our police 
ride-along were definitely up 
there in my favorite time spent 
working here. I love the fact 
that you like to hunt, and your 
stories about frog legs during 
the ride-along were hilarious. 
I think you could do anything 
you set your mind to.

To the other graduate, 
Chelsea Miller, we had some 
fun times working on stories 
together. I don’t think I’ll ever 
forget our ghost-hunting expe-
rience. I hope you find success 
after YSU because you defi-
nitely deserve it.

To the other Chelsea, keep 
baking those cakes and just 
being you. We didn’t see each 
other a whole lot over this last 
semester, but you were always 
fun to be around when I did 
see you. 

Kacy, our animal cruelty 

Bittersweet goodbyes
Nick Young
ASSISTANT ONLINE EDITOR
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Graduation is bittersweet. 
I’ve thought about this mo-
ment for a while now, count-
ing down the days until I could 
go out and make my mark on 
the world. But now, as I sit in 
The Jambar office, I can’t help 
but think about all the people 
and memories I’ll be leaving 
behind.

I remember my first inter-
view at The Jambar. I was a 
wreck, nervous and unsure of 
myself. But for whatever rea-
son, they gave me a chance 
and gave me a job as a sports 
reporter. For that, I have Mary 
Beth to thank. Thanks for giv-
ing me a shot and starting my 
career as a journalist. I hope I 
made you proud. 

Never in my life have I 
found a job that I’ve enjoyed 
more and that I’ve fit in with. 
You guys have become more 
than my friends, but a kind of 
dysfunctional family. I love 
you all. 

To those who have come 
before me, I know you will 
read this. 

Adam, even though you’re 
all the way in Florida, you 
still find ways to harass me at 
least once a month. I’ll never 
forget the time you made me 
cry ... jerk! But seriously, I feel 
like I owe you a thank you for 
probably getting me this job in 
the first place and putting up 
with my stupid questions. I’ve 
known you longer than any-
one at The Jambar, and I miss 
seeing your face on campus. 
Have fun in not-crappy weath-
er. I’m definitely jealous. 

Dan, you are by far one of 
the most interesting people 
I’ve met on staff. From your 
rants about life to making 
Facebook profiles for your 
cats, The Jambar just isn’t 
the same without you. I hope 
you’ve officially squashed 
your Farmville addiction. 
Let’s catch up one day at Im-
bibe and drink some martinis. 

Lamar, my mentor. I know 
I’ve been stubborn and dif-
ficult to work with, but I’ve 
probably learned the most 
from you. My constant badger-
ing was only because I looked 
up to you. Thanks for putting 
up with me and helping me 
when no one else would, even 
if it would eventually lead to 
a fight. Stay in touch. I’d hate 
to lose you as a friend, and I’d 
miss your creepiness and ran-
dom off-the-wall comments.

Giesy, I met you before you 
began working at The Jam-
bar, and I knew you’d be a big 
deal. That video we made in 
Lew’s class kicked butt. I’ll 
never forget the weird You-
Tube videos we used to watch 
in the office: “Shut Up, Wom-
an. Get on my Horse”? You’re 
very random but also a very 
talented reporter. Good luck 
with everything you do and 
keep in touch.

And for everyone else ...
Josh, when are you going 

to graduate? Seriously. ... No, 
I’m glad you haven’t because 
The Jambar wouldn’t be the 
same without you. Whoever 
takes over the position of 
editor-in-chief will have big 
shoes to fill. I’ll always re-
member our trip to Orlando: 
you playing with the Shamu 
toy and starting a near-riot in 

the hot tub. We definitely were 
the life of the party. When you 
eventually leave The Jambar, I 
wish you all the luck in every-
thing you do. 

Doug, let’s have a Chelsea-
Doug rematch. I know I can 
beat you this time. No, that’s 
a terrible idea, and I credit 
you alone with my distaste 
for strong liquor now. Even 
though you’re like 50 years 
old, I’ve enjoyed hanging out 
with you. I’m very glad you 
joined The Jambar. We need 
more people like you with a 
passion for hard news and per-
sistence for finding the truth. I 

know you’ll go far. 
Emmalee, you like the AP 

Stylebook so much that you 
decided to come back after 
you graduated to deal with our 
poor grammar some more. I 
know you’ll have a field day 
editing this letter. I’ll miss all 
of our random late nights at 
Perkins, you talking me into 
karaoke and watching weird 
YouTube videos with talking 
animals. You’re a sweet girl 
and a talented writer. Please 
keep in touch after I graduate, 
and keep being an awesome 
copy editor. 

Catullo (aka meatballs), 
even though I’ve given you a 

hard time about “Jack up the 
Rev” (Let’s face it, the “fame” 
has gone to your head a little.), 
I actually look forward to see-
ing what you come up with 
next. You’ve sparked people’s 
interests who usually don’t 
care about sports, and I hope 
you continue your crazy an-
tics. I’ll miss your bad music 
on tape when I leave. 

Amanda, I haven’t gotten to 
see you much this year, or any-
body for that matter, but I’ll 
never forget our trip to Ken-
tucky ... dancing with gay men 
and Chris getting mad. I hope 
I see you around in the future. 
You’re a fun girl to hang out 
with, and you’ll make a great 
copy editor someday, or what-
ever it is you’d like to do. I 
wish the best of luck to you.

Marissa, wow, I never 
could have handled SCJ this 
year without you. You’ve been 
an enormous help, and I want 
to thank you for everything 
you’ve done. I’ll miss your 
bubbly personality and hear-
ing you and Sam argue about 
whether Fall Out Boy or who-
ever is actually a good band. I 
hope to see you around.

Nick, the other assistant 
online editor, I’ll always re-
member our long car ride to 
go ghost hunting and then 
standing in the cold for three 
hours to see nothing. Even 
though it was kind of a bust, I 
still had fun. Also, your creepy 
comments during our SCJ in-
duction dinner. I wish the best 
of luck to you. Hopefully we 
both get that job and can con-
tinue working together. 

Jeff, I don’t know what I’ll 

Chelsea Miller
ASSISTANT ONLINE EDITOR
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A U.S. Campus Communities Student Facility

Spring Semester Savings!

Sign a lease by Jan 30 for Spring Semester 

2012 and recieve Fall Semester 2011 rates!

The Flats at Wick is a brand new student only housing complex located 

just a block away from the YSU Campus. This fully furnished and secure 

community features 21st century technology, a state-of-the-art 

monitoring system, secure key card entry and gated parking. The Flats at 

Wick is Financial Aid and Scholarship friendly – housing over 113 beds and 

o�ers 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedroom suites. Now accepting all YSU students. 

Hurry, limited space is available on a �rst come �rst serve basis!

Proudly developed by In cooperation with

Apply on-line at www.FlatsatWick.com

Study Rooms

Social Center

Conference Room

Computer and

Business Center

Fitness Center

On-site Laundry

Cable Television

Upgraded Wireless

Internet

Sign a lease by Jan 30

and get a $25 Visa Gift Card.  

Refer a friend who signs a lease  

by Jan 30 and get another 

$25 Visa Gift Card.

(330.743.5287)

video was a great experience.  
I will always tell people how 
I got to rescue a dog while on 
assignment. You have a great 
smile and a great personality. 
Keep it up.

Mamounis, you’re one of 
the most styling dudes I’ve 
ever come across, and some 
of the things you wear but 
still pull off blows my mind. 
I’ll miss your banter from the 
design desk and your thoughts 
on the difference between hip-
hop and rap.

Chris, you were a great 
boss to have during a semes-
ter when I was hammered with 
stuff to do outside of the paper. 
We were able to joke when 
things went bad, and I think 
that’s one of the most impor-
tant things you can do in the 
situation. Overall, I think the 
Web came out good this se-
mester, though.

To anyone I haven’t men-

tioned by name, you still 
played an important part of 
the experience and an impor-
tant role at the paper. It takes 
all the staff we have to create a 
good paper and keep improv-
ing upon it.

The last two and a half 
years here at The Jambar have 
been the best experience of my 
college career. I only hope that 
I can find a newsroom some-
where that has half the charis-
ma, talent and bond that I ex-
perienced in the basement of 
Fedor Hall. To keep this good-
bye from getting any more cli-
che, I’d like to leave everyone 
with some advice from my 
favorite, albeit deceased, jour-
nalist Hunter S. Thompson: 
“Buy the ticket, take the ride.” 

That pretty much says all 
there is to say about the ca-
reers we hopefully all have 
ahead of us in this field we’ve 
chosen.
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do without you to critique my 
outfits every day. I’ll always 
remember helping you shop 
online, listening to you com-
plain about women and mak-
ing the most off-the-wall com-
ments ever. Good luck with 
everything you do. Maybe I’ll 
see you around ... at the night-
club with a bottle of wine, 
most likely. 

Jordan, I know we’ve had 
our differences in the past (For 
instance, I like good food, and 
you like gnawing on carrots 
and leaves.), but I wish you 
luck with The Jambar and with 
SCJ. I hope you do everything 
as president that you hope to 
do. 

Chris, you’ve definitely 
come a long way from creep-

ily hitting on me and fail-
ing. Just kidding, but I had 
to throw that in. I’m glad we 
became friends because I’ve 
probably grown closer to you 
than anyone else this year. 
I’ll miss being holed up in 
the bunker and complaining 
about school and other people. 
You’ve been a good boss, and 
I am glad you got the online 
editor position over me (even 
though I am better at life). The 
Jambar is better because of it, 
and I’m sorry I’ve given you 
such a hard time. I’ll leave you 
with one last piece of advice: 
“Meh!!!!” And please get a 
car.

Sam, even though you gen-
erally listen to terrible music, 
I like a few of your songs. I’ll 
miss hearing you and Marissa 
argue over music. Well, listen-
ing to you argue with every-
body in general. You’ve done 
a great job with The Jambar, 
and I wish you luck in every-
thing you do.

Jared, “my employee,” 
even though you’ve given me 
a hard time at times, I’ve en-
joyed working with you. Good 
luck to you with The Jambar, 
your fraternity, school and ev-
erything else. Hope I see you 
around.

“The other” Chelsea, when 
I leave, you’ll be “the only” 
Chelsea, and I hope you do 
our name proud. You’re a tal-
ented writer and a talented 
baker. (Those cake pops you 
made were pretty amazing.) I 
wish the best of luck to you in 
everything you do.

To Pat, Jenna and Kacy, I 
know I haven’t been able to 
spend as much time with you 
guys, but I know we would 
have gotten along well. I wish 
I had been able to spend more 
time at The Jambar this year. 
Good luck to all of you guys 
with the newspaper and every-
thing else you do.

And to the people that have 
probably made the biggest im-
pact in my life, my parents. 
Thank you for constantly sup-
porting me and helping me. 
Mom, I wouldn’t be half the 
writer I am now if you didn’t 
push a book into my hand be-
fore I could read. I love both 
of you. 

To everyone else, spend 
as much time as you can at 
Youngstown State University 
and learn as much as you can. 
It’s a hard world out there for 
us journalists. Always follow 
your dreams, no matter how 
improbable they may seem. 

I won’t say goodbye, but 
see you later.
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Sports

Since senior Katie Rogner joined the 
Youngstown State University women’s 
golf team in 2007, she has competed in 
every tournament and round. 

“It went by so fast,” Rogner said. “I 
feel it went pretty well. I feel like I’ve 
got everything in Youngstown. There’s 
not a thing I would change.”

Rogner added that making new 
friends was one of the best experiences.

“It was a lot more than just classes,” 
Rogner said. “It was about making 
friendships and enjoying what you do.”

Roseann Schwartz, head women’s 
golf coach, said she saw how Rogner 
interacted with others.

“She did well with them,” Schwartz 
said. “She was a team leader, but she 
had friends that were on other teams as 
well. She enjoys people. That’s the type 
of person she is.”

Rogner will graduate with an en-
gineering degree, but she will try to 
further her career in golf first. If that 
doesn’t pan out, she will attempt to 
work for General Electric, where she 
recently interned. 

“I’m in the process of making that 
decision,” Rogner said. “I’m search-
ing right now and networking for jobs. 
Without my parents, there would be no 
engineering.”

Rogner said she hopes to qualify for 
the Ladies Professional Golf Associa-
tion Futures Tour.

As a freshman, Rogner was named 
team MVP and Horizon League New-
comer of the Year. She also took med-
alist honors at the Loyola Caputo In-
vitational and the Horizon League 
Championships. 

As a sophomore, Rogner took med-
alist honors at the YSU Invitational, 

where she shot a 
73. She finished fifth at the Ho-
rizon League Championships and was a 
member of the all-tournament 
team.  

Schwartz coached Rog-
ner throughout her four-
year career, and Rogner 
said Schwartz helped 
her evolve into the 
golfer she is today.

“If it wasn’t 
for Coach 
Schwartz, I 
wouldn’t golf,” 
Rogner said. 

Schwartz said Rogner is one of the 
best golfers she’s ever coached. 

“She was probably in the top three,” 
Schwartz said. “It was a pleasure be-
cause she was fun and a hard worker.”

Schwartz said Rogner has an “inner 
excitement about golf.” 

“Even if there was bad weather, she’d 
go out and play on her own and had the 
ambition to get better,” Schwartz said. 

As a junior, Rogner was named The 
Vindicator’s YSU Female Athlete of the 
Year and finished fourth at the Horizon 
League Championships. She was also 
named first-team all-Horizon League 
and an all-tournament team selec-
tion. 

In her senior season, Rogner 
was a first-team all-Horizon 
League pick and finished 
16th in the championship 
tournament. She 
earned medalist 
honors twice. 

Rogner also 
won the YSU 
Invitational and 
the Red Flash 
Invitational, host-
ed by Saint Francis 
University.

Rogner reflects 
on college career
Joe Catullo Jr.
SPORTS EDITOR

Youngstown State Uni-
versity senior long snapper 
Nate Schkurko snapped in 31 
career games for the football 
team but sat out the last five 
games from a shoulder injury 
suffered against Southern Il-
linois University in October. 

Schkurko said it was tough 
to ride the sidelines as the 
Penguins racked up half their 
total wins in those last five 
games.

“It was hard when we 
started playing well at the 
end of the season, and I just 
had to sit on the sidelines and 
watch,” Schkurko said. 

In his junior year, Sch-
kurko snapped every punt 
and field goal attempt. He 
was named the Hill, Barth 
and King special teams play-
er of the game against the 
University of Northern Iowa. 
He also earned his third letter.

As a freshman and sopho-
more, he was named the HBK 
special teams player of the 
game three times. As a red-
shirt freshman, he was named 
to the Gateway Honor Roll.

During his football career, 
he also played for two head 
coaches. He said the transi-
tion between former head 
coach Jon Heacock and cur-
rent coach Eric Wolford was 
a tough one, but it worked 
out.

“They were two com-
pletely opposite coaches,” 
Schkurko said. “It was just 
a matter of getting used to 
change. I definitely enjoyed 

my time playing football, 
though. I made some really 
good friendships.”

Schkurko said he had a 
great experience at YSU. 

“I enjoyed my time here. I 
really learned a lot,” he said. 
“At times, it was hectic trying 
to balance both academics 
and athletics, but if you have 
a determination to do it, you 
will be able to.”

A civil and construction 
engineering technology ma-
jor, Schkurko has plans for 
his post-college life.

“I plan on heading back 

home in the Cleveland area 
and getting an apartment up 
there,” Schkurko said. “I have 
a couple of offers out there, 
so I am not planning on stay-
ing in the Youngstown area.”

Schkurko said he wouldn’t 
do anything differently. 

“I am pretty satisfied with 
the way everything went 
down,” Schkurko said. “I 
kind of feel that everything 
happens for a reason, so if I 
would have done anything 
differently, I might have not 
had some of the friendships I 
have now.” 

Schkurko looks 
to the future

Nick Mancini
SPORTS REPORTER

Schkurko

Women’s basketball 
takes on Ohio 

University

On Friday, the YSU 
women’s basketball team 
will travel to Ohio Univer-
sity. The game begins at 7 
p.m. and will be broadcast-
ed on 570 WKBN.

Men’s basketball 
travels to Buffalo

The YSU men’s basket-
ball team will travel to the 
University at Buffalo on 
Saturday. The game starts at 
7 p.m. Time Warner Cable 
SportsNet will broadcast 
the game. 

Phantoms hockey 
hosts Chicago Steel

The Covelli Centre will 
host the Youngstown Phan-
toms versus the Chicago 
Steel on Saturday at 7:15 
p.m. 

sPorts briefs

INDIANAPOLIS — Colts 
quarterback Peyton Manning 
hasn’t yet ruled out practic-
ing or playing this season, but 
says he will defer to doctors on 
whether that happens.

Manning was cleared for 
more work after his latest ex-
amination on the healing in his 
surgically repaired neck.

“This doesn’t guaran-
tee anything but allows you 
to step into the next phase,” 
Manning said. “The worst 
news I could have heard was 
it’s not where we wanted it to 
be. I’ve got clearance for the 
next phase and I’ll follow that 
as well as I can.”

Manning met with the me-
dia for about 12 minutes dur-
ing open locker room avail-
ability on Friday at the Colts’ 
practice complex.

“I still do believe that prac-
tice is a great avenue to answer 
questions and see where you 
are,” Manning said. “Then we 
can make that determination 
for the next phase.”

He will be throwing more, 
no matter where.

“Throwing will be part of 
this next progression,” he said. 
“It’s somewhat critical to my 
job.”

Manning’s doctor, Dr. Rob-
ert Watkins, said in a statement 
Thursday that the “fusion 
performed in September has 

achieved firm fixation” and he 
would be “allowed to increase 
the intensity and breadth of his 
workouts as tolerated.”

Manning said there is no 
timetable on when he might 
resume practicing, although 
he has ruled nothing out.

“There’s not a schedule; 
there never has been,” Man-
ning said. “We made it clear 
from the get-go that there’s no 
timetable. With the unpredict-
ability of this thing, you have 
checkpoints. This is kind of 
a checkpoint. I don’t know 
when the next one is.”

Manning was asked wheth-
er he will finish his career with 
the Colts, but declined to di-
rectly answer the question.

“I understand the timing 
of that question,” Manning 
said. “(But) yesterday was an 
important day for us. We’re 
still trying to digest that and 
see what we can do next. As 
far as questions about long-
term career, the 2012 draft, I 
think those are inappropriate 
given we had a coach fired this 
week and players are playing 
for their jobs. This is a serious 
time for our team. All we want 
to do is win.”

Manning said he has not 
discussed the draft recently 
with Colts vice chairman Bill 
Polian and that he is not in-
volved in personnel decisions.

The News-Sentinel
(MCT)

Peyton Manning 
ready to throw 

more, would still 
like to play this 

season
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Coming off a tough three-game (1-
2) weekend, the Youngstown Phantoms 
remain in third place in the Eastern 
Conference of the United States Hock-
ey League. 

“I think we’ve set a foundation to 
get to where we want to go,” said An-
thony Noreen, head coach and general 
manager. “I think we’re very far away 
from it. The most important thing is to 
make sure we have a consistent identity 
every night.”

The Phantoms look to improve their 
13-6-1 record against the Chicago Steel 
(7-13-1), a divisional opponent, on Sat-
urday.

Noreen said the game is huge be-
cause the Phantoms do not return home 
until Jan. 5.

“We’ve had two very tough games 
against them,” Noreen said. “We talk-
ed to the guys today [Tuesday] before 
practice and said, ‘There’s nothing to 
save it for. We got one game this week-
end that’s at home, and it’s against a 
divisional opponent and a rival, and 
maybe a team that got the better of us 
last time we played them,’ so it’s a very 
important game.”

The Phantoms defeated the Steel 3-0 
on Oct. 7 and 4-1 on Nov. 18.

“We’ve seen them a couple of times 
this year already,” said forward Ryan 
Belonger. “We know it’s going to be a 
good game. They seem to stick around 
with us no matter what. We just got to 
play our game, work hard and stick to 
our game plan.”

While the Phantoms have one game 
this week, they played three last week-
end. They fell to the Sioux Falls Stam-
pede (8-8-1), 2-1 in a shootout, on Dec. 
1 and the Muskegon Lumberjacks (8-
10-0), 5-0, on Friday. 

The Phantoms, however, were able 
to salvage the weekend with a 4-2 win 
over Muskegon on Saturday. 

“Obviously, we’re not happy with 
the overall result,” Noreen said. “We 
expect to win, and I think that’s part of 
turning this program around is expect-

ing to win. We want more points com-
ing out of there.”

Noreen added that the overall perfor-
mance was pretty good throughout. 

“To Muskegon’s credit, they were 
opportunistic, and Saturday night I 
thought, from an effort standpoint, 
considering the guys we had out in the 
lineup, it was the best effort we’ve had 
in a game all season,” he said. 

The Phantoms took Sunday and 
Monday off to rest, but were back in 
practice on Tuesday. 

“Today [Tuesday] we went out and 
did a lot of skill work, and something 
that we constantly work on is playing 
at a higher pace,” Noreen said. “For the 
last maybe 20 minutes of practice, we 
just worked on playing at a higher pace 

and continuing to try to push the speed 
at which we play the game, and a little 
bit of conditioning as well.”

Belonger said the Phantoms are tak-
ing it one day at a time.   

“We’re just kind of going day to day, 
sticking to our game plan, working hard 
in practice,” Belonger said. “For the 
most part, in every game, all 20 players 
need to show up and be ready to go.”

Belonger ranks third on the team 
with eight goals, is tied for third with 
six assists and is tied for second with 14 
points (goals and assists combined). 

Noreen said he would like to see 
more production out of Belonger to get 
him going again. 

“I think I just got to relax a little bit 
more,” Belonger said. “I’m looked at to 

score goals and make some plays, and 
that’s a big part of my game. Just got to 
step it up and see what I can do.”

Forward Stephen Collins made his 
first goal of the season on Dec. 1.  

“It just takes pressure off of me,” 
Collins said. “I feel it’s good to get it 
over with.”

While Noreen wants to see guys step 
up, he said they have to play and score 
together to be successful. 

“I think we’re a team that has to be 
scoring by committee,” Noreen said. 
“It’s gonna have to be every guy chip-
ping in. We think it’s going to have to 
be from all four of our lineups, and, at 
some point, we’re going to have to get 
some from our defensive linemen as 
well.”

Heidi Schlegel and Kelsea Fickiesen have 
a lot of things in common. Both freshmen 
play basketball for Youngstown State Univer-
sity — but something else sticks out.

Schlegel and Fickiesen wear protective 
facemasks when they play, thanks to broken 
noses.

“Brandi Brown hit me in the face with an 
elbow,” Schlegel said, referring to the junior 
forward. “I was guarding her on the perime-
ter, and she ripped through going to drive. It’s 
just protective now. At first, it bothered me a 
lot, but now it is kind of like whatever.”

Schlegel broke her nose in October 2010. 
Because of a broken foot, she played just sev-
en games last season and was redshirted. 

Fickiesen broke her nose nearly a year lat-
er while boxing out Tavares Jackson, assistant 
women’s basketball coach. 

“On October 31, I got my nose broken in 
the gym,” Fickiesen said. “He jumped over 
top of me for the rebound, and I jumped too. 
He was backwards ... and he jumped up and 
his head cracked my nose.”

Fickiesen said she still has to wear the pro-
tective facemask because of doctor’s orders. 
However, she’ll continue to wear it afterward 
for protection. 

When she plays, it’s easy to notice the 
mask. Fickiesen said a few aspects stick out 
to her.

“I would say breathing and peripheral vi-
sion,” she said. “Like whenever you go into 
rebound, it’s just hard to see. Like I just have 
something over the top of my head where I 
can’t see where the ball is.”

Schlegel said she definitely notices a dif-
ference when she plays.

“I feel like seeing ball and man, when you 
are on defense, you can’t just look. You have 
to move your head,” she said.

Head women’s basketball coach Bob 
Boldon said the masks are well made, but 
they are still difficult to play with.

“It’s cumbersome,” Boldon said. “It is dif-
ficult to play with something on your face, 
having played all your life with nothing on 
your face. ... I think Heidi is more comfort-
able with it than Kelsea.” 

Both masks have padding to alleviate 
some of the pressure. Fickiesen said the extra 
padding helps to ease the pain. 

“With all the pressure on the other bones, it 
helps so much,” she said. “But I can still feel 
it if it gets bumped.”

Schlegel and Fickiesen have been impor-
tant contributors for the Penguins, who are off 
to a 4-3 start.

Fickiesen is averaging 5.6 points and 2.9 
rebounds per game. She scored 12 points in 
the Penguins’ win over Western Michigan 
University on Nov. 30, a career high.

In her first year playing for the Penguins, 
everything has been going well, she said, add-
ing that she’s just working to help the team 
win.

Schlegel started six of seven games thus 
far, and she is averaging 11.7 points and 5.3 
rebounds per game. She ranks second on the 
team in each category. 

She has hit 50 percent of her 3-point field 
goal attempts. In the Penguins’ previous 
game, she led the team with 15 points. She 
said this season is going much better than the 
last.

“We are having a lot of fun,” Schlegel said. 
“We are working hard. Everyone is just work-
ing hard. It’s going good.” 

Boldon said Schlegel and Fickiesen have 
been playing well, but he has no advice for 
them when it comes to playing with the mask.

“I can help with shooting and defense and 
rebounding and offensive ideas,” Boldon 
said. “But with the mask, they are on their 
own. I know Kelsea is excited to get rid of it, 
and I think Heidi has kind of embraced it. Ev-
erybody has a different way of dealing with 
the mask.”

Once a month, the 
Youngstown State Univer-
sity Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee meets in Stambaugh 
Stadium to help provide a voice 
to student-athletes while giving 
back to the community.

The SAAC was developed 
through a NCAA mandate, 
which is active on all Division I 
campuses and has been at YSU 
since 1999. 

Breanne Romeo, SAAC ad-
viser, said the organization is 
an intricate part of the athletic 
department. 

Romeo, a member of track 
and field during her under-
graduate career, was eager to 
stay involved in the organiza-
tion. She graduated in May and 
is now pursuing a Master of 
Business Administration while 
working as a graduate assistant 
for YSU Housing & Residence 
Life. 

“I thought I would only be 
able to focus my time in hous-
ing, and they actually encour-
aged me to go forth where my 
interest lie, and obviously ath-
letics, especially here at YSU, 
is a huge passion of mine,” Ro-
meo said. 

Susan Carfolo, who was 
the SAAC adviser for ap-
proximately five years before 
Romeo, agreed that SAAC is 
important and provides an op-
portunity that student-athletes 
may not have otherwise. 

“Oftentimes the athletes, 
because their time is so lim-
ited, don’t have the opportunity 
to get involved in campus and 
in other organizations because 
it’s just not feasible for them to 
have too many commitments, 
and SAAC allowed us to bridge 
between student activities and 
other organizations,” Carfolo 
said. 

This year, SAAC has per-
formed three community ac-
tivities in addition to several 
on-campus, athlete-related 
functions.  

At the beginning of the se-
mester, athletes participated in 
the annual Penguin Fest where 
freshman athletes performed in 
skits, and student-athletes were 
encouraged to better know 
one another through activities. 
During November and the be-
ginning weeks of December, 
SAAC members are ringing for 

the Salvation Army. 
“Generally, the purpose of 

SAAC is to have an outlet for 
student-athletes to communi-
cate to the administration, build 
strong student-athlete leader-
ship in getting involved in the 
community and building cama-
raderie amongst all of our ath-
letic teams,” she said. 

Macey Nortey, a senior 
basketball player, has been 
involved in SAAC for four 
years. After her coach initially 
informed her about SAAC, she 
wanted to be involved as much 
as possible and now serves as 
the vice president. 

“You get to reach out to 
the community more through 
SAAC, so it’s not just with your 
sport,” she said. 

SAAC members are ap-
pointed by coaches and team-
mates and attend monthly 
meetings while being mindful 
of the concerns of their team-
mates. However, at YSU, the 
focus has been more on com-
munity issues this year.  

“There have been really no 
major issues, and I think that’s 
why the focus remains with 
building community of the ath-
lete. I think if there aren’t any 
issues, they want to focus the 
positives at the student-athletes 
and really build that communi-
ty,” Romeo said. “What we are 
trying to do this year is enforce 
and build a forum for the pur-
pose of it, which is to express 
concerns.” 

Brianna Bartlett, freshman 
volleyball player, said she 
is somewhat aware of what 
SAAC is and what the organi-
zation does. However, Bartlett 
said she is confident that if she 
had any concerns or questions, 
she could take those to her 
team’s SAAC representative.

Romeo said issues could 
vary from a lack of soap in the 
training room to hours of oper-
ation for the Watson and Tres-
sel Training Site. 

Kelsey Kempton, senior 
soccer player, serves as presi-
dent this year. She said she 
believes that SAAC fosters an 
open environment with athletic 
administration. 

“Elaine comes here and 
talks to us about issues with the 
NCAA or anything,” she said, 
referring to Elaine Jacobs, as-
sociate athletic director. “We 
can all say how we’re feeling 
about anything that we feel is 
wrong.” 

Phantoms prepare for final home game of 2011
Joe Catullo Jr.
SPORTS EDITOR

Caitlin Cook
REPORTER

Freshmen Kelsea Fickiesen (left) and Heidi Schlegel (right) prepare to enter the game against 
Bowling Green State University on Tuesday.  Fickiesen broke her nose this year while Schlegel 
broke hers more than a year ago, so they both wear protective masks while playing.  Photo by Nick 
Mancini/The Jambar.

Nick Mancini
SPORTS REPORTER

Behind the masks

Dylin Margonari attempts to clear the puck against Sioux Falls on Dec. 1.  The Phantoms lost 2-1 in a shootout and also 
went 1-1 against Muskegon on Friday and Saturday as they stand 13-6-1 on the season. Photo by Dustin Livesay/The 
Jambar. 

SAAC helps student-athletes 
reach out to the community
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