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(From left to right) Michael Slavens, Catie Carney, Emily Bosela and Charesse Hagan preside over a meeting on Monday in the Ohio
Room in Kilcawley Center. Photo by Graig Graziosi/The Jambar.

SGA appropriation
process questioned

CASSANDRA TWOEY
LIAM BOUQUET

thejambar@gmail.com

The Youngstown State Univer-
sity Student Government Association,
which doles out university money bud-
geted for student groups, has already
given out 82 percent of this year’s
general funds, but there are still seven
months remaining on the fiscal calen-
dar.

What’s more, out of the 41 groups
that applied for funding, nearly 20 per-
cent of the money budgeted for all of
the student groups for the year went to
just three of those groups.

This year, SGA was given an in-

crease of $9,438 to provide funding for
student groups. This brought the funds
available for student organizations
through the general fund to $41,821 for
the 2013-2014 school year.

Through an appropriation process,
SGA is given the power to deter-
mine what groups get funds from this
budget. Even though majority of the
money comes from the general fund,
Chartwells — YSU’s dining services
— donated $5,000 to help student
groups pay for food this year. The
total budget for 2013-2014, includ-
ing Chartwells’ and the general fund,
stands at $46.,821.

According to the updated budget
report handed out at the Nov. 18 full
body meeting, $34,924.05 has been
appropriated. Adding in what was ap-
propriated at that meeting, SGA has al-
located a total of $37,360.01 from the

general fund. Of these appropriations,
$3,300 has been returned to the SGA
general fund because it was not used.
This leaves $7,760.99 available from
the general fund for further allocations
in the remainder of the fall semester
and the entire spring semester. There is
also $3,714 remaining from the Chart-
wells’ budget for food.

The inconsistent division of funds
has some groups frustrated with the
process, while others don’t even bother
trying to ask for funds.

Fiona Kelly, vice president of Room
of Requirement, said she thinks the
system is troubled.

“This is a problem I think a lot of
people overlook until they’re in a po-
sition in a student organization where
you have to go through this sort of
thing because student government —
they’re supposed to be here for us,”

Kelly said. “They’re supposed to be a
liaison between the university and the
students, and it almost feels, from my
perspective, that it’s gotten so corrupt-
ed that they’re kind of for themselves.”

Catie Carney, the president of SGA,
said that she doesn’t believe there is
favoritism present in student govern-
ment.

“Money-wise? I would say ‘no’ be-
cause if you are in that group, you can’t
vote on that amount or discuss or mar-
ket why they deserve however much
money. Coincidently enough, though,
you know who’s on the body, and
you know where we give our money,”
Carney said.
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Tuesdays with Chet

Last Lecture Series speaker shares life lessons

TAYLOR PHILLIPS

tayloraphillips92@gmail.com

Tuesday night, Chet Coo-
per, a Youngstown State Uni-
versity associate professor of
biology, lectured about life
lessons and family and reen-
countered personal stories as
part of Student Government
Association’s Last Lecture Se-
ries.

The Last Lecture Series is
based on the novel “The Last
Lecture” by Randy Pausch.
Each semester, SGA nomi-
nates a handful of contenders
for the keynote speaker of the
annual lecture. The speaker
will present as if it were the
final lecture that he will ever
give.

Cooper said he was very
surprised when SGA ap-

proached him about being
their pick for this semester’s
last lecture series speaker.

“I was stunned,” Coo-
per said. “I felt very honored
because there are so many
worthwhile people on this
campus and just the fact they
nominated me to lecture was
an honor.”

Cooper is a biology pro-
fessor and is also the chair of
Academic Senate, an adviser
for SGA, the president of the
Youngstown State University
Research Foundation and an
umpire for Little League Base-
ball — which included a role
in last year’s Little League
World Series

In his lecture, Cooper used
personal experiences to back
up his philosophical words
to live by, which were heav-
ily influenced by things his
mother, father, siblings and
wife have told him through-

out his life. He also incor-
porated humor and family
photographs into his lecture
to make the event interesting
and fun.

Cooper said it took him a
long time to figure out every-
thing he wanted to talk about
in his lecture.

“I just had to figure out what
would be valuable to people,”
Cooper said. “Then I thought,
‘Why not just tell them how
I grew up?’ and show them
the things I value and that my
family values too.”

Eighty-two students filled
the Williamson Hall audito-
rium to listen to Cooper’s lec-
ture.

Cooper said he was very
surprised with the turnout that
he received.

“I was quite surprised,’
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The Jambar reporter
denied access to
finance meeting

CASSANDRA TWOEY
LIAM BOUQUET

thejambar@gmail.com

During the investigation for the “SGA appropriations process
questioned” story, reporters for The Jambar attended Student
Government Association finance committee meetings on Oct. 7
and Oct. 21, however a reporter was denied access to the Nov.
4 meeting.

Reporter Liam Bouquet arrived at the meeting approximately
ten minutes before the it began. Catie Carney, president of SGA,
asked Bouquet to wait outside for the meeting to officially begin.

While he was waiting, Bouquet was approached by Charesse
Hagan, the SGA vice president of financial affairs. She said that
the committee was uncomfortable with Bouquet recording and
that she believed Bouquet’s intentions were not in SGA’s best
interest, so he would not be allowed access to the meeting.

Bouquet explained that Hagan’s request was contrary to
Ohio’s laws, but she continued to deny him access.

Frank LoMonte, Youngstown State University Student Press
Law Center executive director, said that a government body
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Budgetary Woes

Of the 166 student groups
on campus, 41 groups have
asked for money this year.

Of the 39 groups who re-
ceived allocations, the largest
allocation was $3,100 to Zeta
Tau Alpha sorority for snacks
and security at The Pink Rib-
bon Cheer Classic. The funds
were also used to host a pre-
party for Cheer Classic. The
second largest allocation was
$2,900 to Project Learning
Around the World to help fund
a trip to Africa. The third larg-
est allocation was $2,720 to
the YSU Society of Black En-
gineers to cover hotel costs for
a national conference.

This brings the total alloca-
tion to these three organiza-
tions to $8,720 or 18.6 percent
of the money available to all
groups.

Other groups receiving
over $1,000 include: the In-
ternational Student’s Associa-
tion, Dana Guitar Association,
Men’s Golf Club, American
Marketing Association, Bridg-
es Out of Poverty Student
Union, Pi Mu Epsilon honor
society, Youngstown = State
Exercise Science Club, Greek
Campus  Life, University
Scholars, Alpha Phi Delta and
the Interfraternity Council.

The total allocated to these
11 organizations is $15,835 —
33.8 percent of the total bud-
get.

Organizations  receiving
funds less than $1,000 are
four professional groups, three
groups of Greek life, three
sports groups, two special in-
terest groups, four leadership
and service groups, two per-
forming arts groups, five aca-
demic groups, one religious
group and one honorary soci-
ety.

The total allocated to these
25 organizations is $11,255.01
or 24 percent of the total bud-
get.

Iota Phi Theta, a fraternity,
is the only group to have its
request completely denied due
to lack of attendance at the
general body meeting where
its funds were voted on. Ice
Hockey was originally appro-
priated $2,900, but all of the
money was returned because
Ice Hockey is no longer a reg-
istered student group.

According to SGA’s Fi-
nancial Path, a document that
outlines the powers of the fi-
nance committee, each group
that applies for funds may
receive up to 7 percent — or
$2,927.47 — of the SGA gen-
eral budget. If each organiza-
tion that applied were to get
this 7 percent, only 14 organi-
zations would be funded.

Along with the 7 percent
maximum from the general

fund, each organization is able
to receive up to $200 from the
Chartwells fund.

Between these two funds,
the maximum amount each or-
ganization is able to receive is
$3,127.47.

Tim Shreeve, vice presi-
dent of YSU Ultimate Frisbee,
said that he tries to be under-
standing, but that the amounts
given do not seem balanced.

“It would make more sense
if they were just cutting every-
one’s budget since they have
so little left, but what if a group
comes to them and needs fund-
ing and it’s for something re-
ally important and because of
how they’ve spent their money
at the beginning of the year
they can’t?” Shreeve asked.

However, the $3,127.47
cap does not stop groups from
asking for what they need.

Charesse Hagan, vice pres-
ident of financial affairs, said
she believes this a problem
that must be addressed.

“The [maximum] amount
[a group can receive] should
be decreased because we are
tight on money and there’s a
lot of things that I'm working
on my committee to improve.
Because if you think 7 per-
cent of our budget, each or-
ganization — if they got the
full amount — that would be
$2,900, and there’s 170 orga-
nizations,” Hagan said. “We
run out of money so fast.”

Hagan went on to say that
she has spoken to Carney
about making changes to the
process. However, she said
she believes that any changes
must go into effect next year.

“We can’t change it this
year because it wouldn’t be
fair,” Hagan said.

The Appropriations
Process

Carney said that the system
is designed to be user-friendly.

“This is student-on-student
communication, and we’re
equals, and we sit across the ta-
ble from each other. We’re not
looking down on you; we’re
not saying, ‘Well, you’re just a
student,”” Carney said.

Not every group finds the
process so user-friendly.

“Student Government is
supposed to be there so that
it’s not the students versus the
university, but now it’s kind of
like the student government
versus the student groups,”
Fiona Kelly, vice president of
Room of Requirement, said.

According to SGA’s Finan-
cial Path — a document that
states the financial commit-
tee’s powers — “Any regis-
tered student organization may
apply for funding for a specific
purpose...” However, accord-
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Catie Carney, Student Government Assoioﬁon présidenf, watches over a meet-

ing on Oct. 28 in Kilcawley Center’s President’s Suite. Photo by Dustin Livesay/

The Jambar.

ing to the appropriations appli-
cation, there is a second crite-
rion: at least two members of
each organization must have
attended one of the leadership
summits held at the beginning
of every semester by YSU
Student Activities.

“What happens is prerequi-
site to the meetings: the appli-
cation has to be in four weeks
in advance, has to be a regis-
tered group and that group had
to have attended the leadership
summit. If they didn’t do one
of those three things, they’ll
hear from Charesse [Hagan]
and it’ll probably be, ‘I'm sor-
ry; try again next semester,””
Carney said.

After an application for ap-
propriations is submitted, the
groups are notified of their
meeting time with the finan-
cial committee.

At finance committee
meetings held on Oct. 7 and
Oct. 21, the committee heard
requests from 16 groups. Each
group was given five minutes
to justify their request.

During this time, represen-
tatives on the finance commit-
tee asked groups questions
about attending the leadership
summit, requesting more funds
at a later date and expected at-
tendance at the events.

At the end of the meeting,
the committee discussed how
much money they believe
each group should receive.

If any member of the fi-
nancial committee is affiliated
with a group requesting funds,
they are supposed to leave the
room during discussion. How-
ever, the minutes do not re-
flect anyone leaving the room
at any financial committee

meeting, even when the rules
would call for this.

Typically, during a post
meeting discussion, one or
more representatives — which
could be any of the commit-
tee members — would state a
monetary amount they believe
each requesting student group
should receive. If all repre-
sentatives do not agree on the
amount, there is more discus-
sion and other amounts are
recommended.

From there, Hagan would
individually ask each repre-
sentative how much he/she be-
lieved the organization should
receive. If no amount could be
agreed on, the amount recom-
mended to the full legislative
body would be an average of
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Drop ‘N Shop Days at the YWCA
Saturdays, December 7 & 21,9 am to 3 pm

Caring for vour children while you take care of your to-do lists.

We know how crazy and busy the weekends preceding holidays can be. To
give you some miuch needed time to check things off your to-do lists, the
YWCA will host 2 Drop ‘N Shop Days.
with activities and holiday crafts, and you can have fun shopping.
Be assured that the YWCA’s degreed and certified staff will provide

nurturing care for yvour children. Call 330-746-6361 to reserve a spot.

For chifdren ages 3-10 years.

Drop ‘N Shop Days:

Qamto3pm-12/7 & 12/21
Children ages 3-10 years
Activities & Crafts
$25 per child

$20 for each sibling
Must complete registration
Limited Spots

eliminating racism
empowering women

Your children will be entertained

About YWCA Discovery Place
The YWCA Discovery Place Youth

Development program serves children
ages 6 weeks to 12 vears. The State
licensed childcare is located at
25 W. Raven Avenue, Youngstown, OH
www.ywca.org/yvoungstown
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For sale

2003 Dodge Neon for sale-
loaded, A/C, Rear defrost, New
Kenwood sound system, and new
tires. $2500. Call Arthur Ward at
(330) 727-0443.

Threshold Residential Services
seeking direct care staff for people
with Developmental Disabilities
throughout Columbiana County.
Apply at 50 N Sumner St, East
Palestine Oh.

LICENSED AND INSPECTED
BIG HOUSES, SMALL PRICES
Nice 4-bedroom homes for your
group. Includes all utilities,
Appliances, & laundry. ADT, ca-
ble & broadband internet. From
$425.00 per

Person. Call Chris 330-743-7368

LIKE
US ON

FACEBOOK
THE

“Firefall”
planetarium shows

Ward Beecher Planetari-
um’s latest show, “Firefall,”
features artwork and music
from two Youngstown State
University alumni. The show
explores how comets and
asteroids have shaped the
Earth’s surface and is sched-
uled for Nov. 22, Nov. 23 and
Nov. 30. All three shows are
free and will take place at 8
p-m. on each date.

YSU WCBA sponsors
JA in a Day

The Williamson College
of Business Administration
at Youngstown State Univer-
sity will sponsor JA in a Day
on Friday, Nov. 22. The event
will take place at Taft Elemen-
tary School in Youngstown
where various undergraduate
and graduate business stu-
dents will provide interactive
lessons on business and free
enterprise to more than 350
elementary and middle school
students.

YSU Phi Kappa Phi
deemed a Chapter
of Excellence

Youngstown State Univer-
sity’s chapter of Phi Kappa
Phi has received the highest
recommendation a chapter can
obtain from the Honor Soci-
ety of Phi Kappa Phi by being
deemed a Chapter of Excel-
lence — one of only 19 in the
nation. Since 1972 — when
YSU became the 143rd cam-
pus to receive a charter into
Phi Kappa Phi — YSU’s Phi
Kappa Phi has inducted ap-
proximately 2,600 members
with 19 faculty members hav-
ing served as president.

Cooper said. “It was a lot
more than [ expected and there
was such a broad spectrum
of people there from students
from different backgrounds.”

Stephanie Davis, a sopho-
more education major, said
she enjoyed Cooper’s lecture
and took a lot away from what
he spoke about.

“I really liked how he com-
bined humor and a sentiment
to create a lasting message,”
Davis said. “Personally, I re-
ally liked his lesson on medi-
ocrity. Like Dr. Cooper said,
I believe that people should
strive to be excellent in all

they do, not mediocre.”

Cooper said that his favor-
ite life lesson taught on Tues-
day was his lesson on medioc-
rity and how one cannot settle
for mediocrity.

“My students and family
are both tired of hearing about
it,” Cooper said. “Mediocrity
is not an acceptable standpoint
and everything will eventually
fall into place if you strive for
greatness.”

Davis also said she enjoyed
Cooper’s lesson on the saying
“Don’t cry for me” from Ma-
rio Cuomo, the former New
York governor.
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“So many people in this
world are hurting and it is
silly for me to complain about
the little things I have to deal
with,” Davis said. “His lesson
really put it all into perspective
for me.”

After the program, Cooper
said many students came up
and thanked him for the ad-
vice and that they had plenty
of messages to take away from
the lecture.

“There is so much you can
say at one of those lectures,”
Cooper said. “I was just grati-
fied to have the opportunity to
say something.”

YWCA - 704 Sq.Ft. Space for Rent

Space available for rent for a small business or

a non profit.

e Built-in cabinets and sink.

e Utilities are included.

e Handicapped Accessible.
e Parkon site. Tours Available!

Services must be appropriate and compatible with other programs in the
building. Lessee provides for phone and internet. Accepting Applications
through Dec 20. Women and Minority businesses encouraged to apply.

Call 330-746-6361 for details.

eliminating racism
empowering women

)

YWCA, 25 W. Rayen Ave., Youngstown, 44503

Space in the YWCA Building
in Downtown Youngstown.

Handcrafted Pizza

Grilled Sandwiches

D'OTUINIONIN

Homemade Daily Soups

Pasta

Full Service Bar

Student discount to all YSU students with proper 1.D!

Hours of operation
Mon-Thurs: 11:00-9:00 PM

Fri.-Sat: 11:00-12:00 AM, walkup window open until 3:00 AM

Sunday: 12:00-7:00 PM

17 W. Federal Street, Youngstown Ohio 44503

330-740-0000

www.avalondowntown.com
Check us out on Facebook and Twitter!

Salads

Homemade Desserts

SANDELS LOAL, 110,

306 FEDERAL PLAZA WEST
YOUNGSTOWN, OH 44503
PHONE: (330) 743-1359

ELECTRONICS
LAPTOPS
TABLETS

SINCE 1948

WE BUY AND SELL
TELEVISIONS

VIDEO GAMES (XBOX 360, PS3)
GPS

License Number: PB1080

STORE HOURS:
M-F: 9:30-4:30
SAT:9:30TO 1

JEWELRY (GOLD & SILVER)

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
DRUMS, GUITARS, AMPS, TRUMPETS,
SAXOPHONES
CLARINETS, FLUTES AND MORE

MAGAZINE

The Yo Magazine, a subdivision of The Jambar, welcomes your involvement —
and involvement from all YSU students, faculty and staff.

A meeting to discuss this semester’s issue of The Yo Magazine will be held at
3:00 p.m. on Friday, November 2, in the basement computer lab of Fedor Hall.

For more information, email yomagazine2@gmail.com, or call 330.941.1991.
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so Biotest

From Nature for Life

Be a proud
Penguin supporter.

Choose the only
debit card that gives back.

At Famers National Bank, we offer customized
YSU debit cards and checks.

THEJAMBAR

—COC0OM

Plus, we’ll donate $10 to the university for every
YSU debit card we issue. Stop by or call your
local Farmers Branch today.

since 785 >

FARMERS o

MEMBER FDIC

JAMBAR 1.888.988.3276 | farmersbankgroup.com

o 112013 Y03 083
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YSU brings Presidential
Medal of Freedom winner

to Youngstown

LIAM BOUQUET

Icbouquet@gmail.com

Ben Carson — neurosur-
geon, author and Presidential
Medal of Freedom recipient
— kicked off the first Cento-
fanti Symposium at Powers
Auditorium to a crowd of over
2000 people on Nov. 18.

The symposium is a
speaker series established by
Youngstown State Universi-
ty’s Bitonte College for Health
and Human Services through
a gift of $1 million from the
James and Coralie Centofanti
Charitable Foundation.

“As part of that gift, what
we intend to do is each year
have a symposium — similar
to what you have with Skeggs
— to bring in a speaker who
can create awareness in the
community that promotes a
sense of shared responsibility
and common concern for vul-
nerable group,” Joseph Mos-
ca, dean of the Bitonte College
of Health and Human Service,
said.

Carson was raised in De-
troit by a single mother in
an impoverished household.
With the help of positive
figures such as his mother,
Carson was able to become
a full professor at the Johns
Hopkins School of Medicine,
receive over 60 honorary de-
grees among countless other
rewards and honors and write
several bestselling books in-
cluding “America the Beau-
tiful: Rediscovering What
Made this Nation Great.”

“This [America] is the land
of the dreams. Something that
has been so important over
the decade, over the century.
So many people coming here
thinking that their hard-work,
their dedication could achieve
something they could not
achieve otherwise. It is re-
ally one of the most important
things about America,” Car-
son said. “You know when I
think back to how important

Ben Carson, physician and bestselling author, speaks
fo an audience of 2000 people at Powers Audito-
rium. He spoke about what shaped his early life, and
the lives he came in contact with through his career.
Photo by Liam Bouquet/ The Jambar.

that dream was to me, some-
times that is the only thing that
pushes you when things get
tough, thinking back on that
dream.”

During his speech, Carson
touched on his experience
growing up in poverty, how
he was able to move beyond
that and the procedures he per-
formed and medical wonders
he witnessed during his time
as a physician.

“I want to talk to you about
some of the things that hap-
pened in my life, the philoso-
phy that guided my life. You
know medical school was my
dream. I loved anything with
doctors when I was a kid,”
Carson said. “I even liked go-
ing to the doctor’s office.”

Carson was brought to
Youngstown through the work
of Mosca and the College of
Health and Human Services.

“We worked with the
Washington Speakers Bureau
to identify him and work out
bringing him here. One of the
reasons for choosing him was
basically his story,” Mosca
said. “He grew up in Detroit,
lived in poverty, had poor
grades, single parent situation.
His mother was a great force
in his life and somebody who
really encouraged him and
kept him moving forward.”

Sylvia Imler, associate
professor at YSU and interim
director of the Office of Diver-
sity and Multicultural Affairs,
met Carson in 2002 and shared
her connection and experience
with Mosca.

“When Dean Joseph Mosca
mentioned to me that he was
looking at getting Ben Carson
to come to YSU, I shared the
2002 connection and how gra-
cious Carson was to meet with
my students,” Ilmer said. “Of-
ten, our inner city youth want
to pursue sports alone. He
shared many medical slides
with them and answered their
questions. I found him to be a
humble man who could relate
to my students.”
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denying access to a report-
er for the above reasons was
in defiance of Ohio’s Open
Meetings Act.

“The law certainly does not
allow a government officer,
even a student officeholder,
to close an otherwise open
meeting because she doesn’t
like what the reporter intends
to write. There are only very
narrow exceptions in the law,
such as consulting with legal
counsel, but, of course, simply
being annoyed at a reporter
isn’t one of those exceptions,”
LoMonte said. “A meeting to
discuss the student activity fee
budget should pretty clearly be
an open-to-the-public meeting
under state law.”

According to the Digital
Media Law Project, a project
formed by Harvard Univer-
sity’s Berkman Center for In-

ternet and Society to give the
public access to free legal ad-
vice and a wide range of media
laws, Ohio’s open records law
does not state whether or not
recording devices are allowed
at public meetings. Though,
the Ohio Attorney General has
said that using recording de-
vices is permissible when “it
does not unduly interfere with
the meeting.”

Per the Ohio Revision
Code 2933.51, consent for re-
cordings is not required when
the speaker does not have a
reasonable expectation for
privacy in their conversation,
such as when a conversation
occurs in public. It remains
unclear if a public meeting
would fall under this criterion.

After Bouquet was denied
entry to the meeting, The Jam-
bar contacted Holly Jacobs,
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YSU general counsel who
said that the legal question is
whether SGA is considered a
public body under the Ohio
Open Meetings Act.

LoMonte said that a student
government is a government
body.

“The general rule is that
meetings must be open if the
committee is part of the chain
of authority toward making
a decision on government
policy. Allocating student fee
money certainly is a matter
of government policy. Even
though this is a very low rung
of government, they’re ex-
ercising authority that flows
from the Board of Regents and
president, so they’re part of
the chain of making govern-
ment policy,” LoMonte said.
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all the amounts suggested by
the representatives.

If, however, a representa-
tive were to state an amount
he would like to give to an
organization and no other rep-
resentative disagrees, Hagan
will ask the body if everyone
agrees on the amount. If there
is no dissension, that is the
amount that will be presented
to the full legislative body for
a final vote.

Hagan confirmed that this
is common practice in finance
meetings. In an interview on
Oct. 3, she described the ap-
propriations process as being
technical.

“The whole process —
there’s no emotion, and it’s all
unbiased,” she said.

However, in an interview
on Oct. 18, Hagan stated that
the process involved extensive
personal opinion.

“When it comes to voting,
it’s all opinion, and even when
we decide on money, it’s our
opinion,” she said.

Carney said that she trusts
the committee and how it’s
run.

“I’'m pretty distant. I don’t
go to meetings. I trust the
committee. I trust Charesse
[Hagan]. If they ever have
questions, I'm always in the
office; I can always stop by,”
Carney said.

At the full body meetings
— which are held every other
Monday in weeks opposite to
the committee meetings —
the recommended amounts to
each organization are voted
on by the full body, exclud-
ing Carney. However, if any
body member is in the group
requesting money, they must
abstain from voting for that

group. The minutes for the full
body meetings reflect these
abstentions.

Controversies

Although SGA  assures
students that the appropria-
tions process is fair-minded
and technical, deliberations at
meetings may send a different
message.

On Sept. 23, YSU’s Ulti-
mate Frisbee student club re-
quested $700 to be spent on
tournament costs. The finance
committee recommended
$130, and the full body ap-
proved this amount.

Members of Ultimate Fris-
bee were unsatisfied with the
amount.

“Just compared to what we
need and what we’ve been get-
ting from student government,
that’s not going to get us by as
a sport for an entire season,’
Tim Shreeve, vice president of
YSU Ultimate Frisbee, said.

Ultimate Frisbee, a club
sport, receives no money from
the sports budget or from The
Andrews Student Recreation
and Wellness Center. The club
funds itself mostly from fund-
raising and membership dues
just as many other student or-
ganizations.

Josh Lyder, president of
YSU Ultimate Frisbee, said
that he had grown accustomed
to typically receiving the nec-
essary funds from SGA. Ly-
der, Shreeve, and Macayla
Macklin — Ultimate Frisbee
treasurer — all attended the
full body meeting where they
found out how much money
they were appropriated.

“I think after the shock,
cause we all just kind of looked

TOTAL

at each other for a second,”
Lyder said. “And I said, ‘How
much did you say?’ I thought
maybe we misheard them
or something, and they said,
‘$130,” and I think because it
was the first time we’ve ever
been that short on money, we
didn’t say anything at all.”

In the next SGA finance
committee meeting on Oct.
7, several members of the fi-
nance committee agreed that
Ultimate Frisbee should not
receive any more funding this
year because they were un-
professional, stormed off after
hearing their allotted funds
at the general assembly and
complained about the process
without opening dialogue
properly with the finance com-
mittee.

At the same meeting Hagan
stated, “We need to take into
consideration that they [Ulti-
mate Frisbee] messaged you
[Ashley Orr] on Facebook
and complained, and that they
emailed me and complained.”

When asked about the in-
cident in an interview on Oct.
18, she claimed that Ultimate
Frisbee did not contact her.

“Ultimate Frisbee, 1 feel
like they’re very unprofes-
sional. They actually reached
out to a member on my com-
mittee on Facebook and was
complaining, and they never
came to me about it, though,
and I would be able to talk to
them,” Hagan said.

Macklin said that after the
funding amount was voted on
by the general assembly, they
contacted a member of SGA
asking what went wrong.

“[On] Facebook, I asked
Ashley. I graduated with Ash-
ley Orr, so I asked her what we
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did wrong or what we could do
to get more. That was really all
that happened,” Macklin said.

Carney said she understood
that Frisbee was confused but
that their response was han-
dled poorly.

“At the body meeting, was
it flat-out rude? A little bit, but
I think they were more con-
fused than anything. I know
Ultimate Frisbee. ... They’re
in a time of transition. I know
they have a new president,”
Carney said. “Can the finance
committee just say, ‘No,
you’re not getting more mon-
ey just because we don’t like
you’? No, they can’t do that.”

Another issue occurred on
Oct. 14, when Iota Phi Theta,
Men’s Volleyball and Men’s
Golf — which the finance
committee recommended to
receive $125, $800 and $150
respectively — did not attend
the full body meeting.

“I think we should decrease
it [the amount of money]. I
don’t know if we should com-
pletely cut it out because it is
not a requirement to come,’
Hagan said to the general
body. “But look at all these
students that came here, and it
is not fair to them.”

What followed was a fairly
lengthy discussion on whether
the funding for clubs who do
not attend should be cut, de-
creased or approved in full.
There is no rule that requires
clubs to attend full body meet-
ings.

“I don’t think we should
totally remove it [funding]
because we did mention to
these organizations that it [at-
tendance at the full body meet-
ing] is highly recommended. I
would be in support of chang-
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ing something to say they
would have to come but for
this purpose today, I would go
against some of the previous
remarks to delete completely.
If anything, I would ask that
we lower [the recommended
allocation],” said Melissa
Wasser, an SGA representa-
tive and member of the finance
committee.

In the end, despite several
protests against reprimanding
action since there is no rule
in the bylaws or financial path
requiring full body meeting
attendance, the general body
even surpassed the option to
decrease funding and instead
voted down both Iota Phi The-
ta and Men’s Golf’s funding
entirely.

Men’s Volleyball’s funding
was left intact because they
had contacted Hagan that the
group would be unable to at-
tend. Similarly, Men’s Golf re-
ceived their money following
arevote. The revote was taken
after Hagan realized the presi-
dent of the group had sent her
an email indicating that they
would not be able to make the
full body meeting.

Michael Slavens, vice pres-
ident of SGA, said he was un-
sure why the body would vote
to remove funding and boiled
it down to a lack of procedural
knowledge.

“In that instance, I think
what happened was they didn’t
understand parliamentary pro-
cedure enough to know what
they were supposed to do. Ac-
cording to the procedure, you
have the motion to amend or
the motion to table,” Slavens
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Congress honors
33 US tribes for

creating

secret

war codes

McClatchy
Washington
Bureau

(MCT)

WASHINGTON — U.S.
military commanders had a
big problem during World
War II, when the Japanese
routinely broke their codes,
making it easy to predict the
actions of American troops.

Commanders brought in
29 Navajo “code talkers” — a
group made up of farmers and
sheepherders from the ages
of 15 to 35 — who went to
Camp Pendleton in California
in 1942 and used their lan-
guage to create a code that the
enemy could never figure out:
Turtle meant tank, chicken
hawk meant dive bomber and
Wo-La-Chee represented the
letter “A.”

Overall, the U.S. military
relied on 33 tribes to aid its ef-
forts during World Wars I and
II, beginning in 1918. U.S.
officials say the code talk-
ers saved thousands of lives
along the way.

On Wednesday, Congress
awarded the tribes with gold
medals, the body’s highest
civilian honor, citing the dedi-
cation and valor of their mem-
bers. Individual awards went
to more than 200 code talkers
and their families.

Republican House Speaker
John Boehner of Ohio said the
code talkers showed “what it
takes to be the bravest of the
brave” and that they joined
a long line of Congressional
Gold Medal recipients, in-
cluding George Washington,
the very first, in 1776.

“Heroes who for too long
went unrecognized will now
be given our highest recogni-
tion,” Boehner said.

At Camp Pendleton, the
secret code began with 200
terms and grew to more than
600 by the end of the war.

Code words never were
written down and had to be
memorized by the partici-
pants, who were sworn to se-
crecy for the rest of their lives.

“It worked perfectly,” said
Democratic Rep. Ron Kind
of Wisconsin. “It wasn’t de-
ciphered. It wasn’t decoded.”

William “Ozzie” Sheakley,
who accepted a gold medal on
behalf of the Central Coun-
cil of Tlingit and Haida In-
dian Tribes of Alaska, said
the Tlingit tribe had five code
talkers, including his late un-
cle. All of them are deceased
now.

To the day his uncle, Rich-
ard Bean Sr., died, he’d never
discuss his role as a code talk-
er, said Sheakley, who’s 64.

“He took his job seriously,”
Sheakley said in an interview.

The public didn’t learn of
the code-talker programs until
the government declassified
them 23 years after the end of
World War 1II.

Many of the tribal mem-
bers had received awards in

2001, but Congress wanted
to make sure that all the par-
ticipants got medals, and it
passed the Code Talkers Rec-
ognition Act in 2008.

Tribes from Alaska, Ari-
zona, Montana, Nebraska,
Oklahoma, South Dakota and
Wisconsin were among those
awarded medals.

Sheakley, of Juneau, Alas-
ka, designed the medal given
to the Tlingit tribe. One side
depicts a kneeling soldier
holding a radio, while the oth-
er features one of the tribe’s
ceremonial killer-whale hats.

“I’ve been working on this
for four and a half years,” he
said. “It took me a long time
to design the medal.”

During the hourlong cer-
emony in Emancipation Hall
at the U.S. Capitol, members
of Congress said the medals
would help immortalize the
wartime contributions of the
nation’s tribes.

Oklahoma Republican
Rep. Tom Cole, a member
of the Chickasaw Nation,
compared the code talkers
to Japanese-Americans and
African-Americans  during
World 1I, saying they “often
were barred from full partici-
pation in American life” but
still served the nation “with
pride, with patriotism, with
honor, with sacrifice.”

“They saved lives and they
won battles, and they did so
by giving the United States a
unique battlefield advantage:
secure communication,” Cole
said.

Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid, a Nevada Demo-
crat, noted the irony of having
U.S. government officials turn
to Native Americans for help
during times of war, using lan-
guages that the government
had first tried to eradicate. He
called it “the perfect secret
weapon” for the military.

In an interview, Republi-
can Sen. Lisa Murkowski of
Alaska recalled how tribal
members in her state were
sent to boarding schools and
punished for speaking their
language.

“Here you've got your
government that’s yanking
you out of your homeland and
uprooting you from your cul-
ture, and your commitment to
serve your country was still
paramount,” said Murkows-
ki, adding that the ceremony
made her “feel proud as an
Alaskan, to see this incredible
recognition conveyed.”

In a speech on the Senate
floor, Vermont Democrat Pat-
rick Leahy called the recogni-
tion “historic and overdue,”
adding that Native Americans
have served in every conflict
since the Revolutionary War,
in disproportionately high
numbers.

“No group of Americans
has a higher per-capita service
rate in the military than Na-
tive Americans,” Leahy said,
calling their role in U.S. his-
tory “both proud and painful.”

said. “There was no motion.
I’m not sure if they just didn’t
want to do it, [or] if they didn’t
know that is how you did it.”

When asked for procedures
regarding a revote, parliamen-
tarian Emily Bosela did not re-
spond. Attempts to find office
hours for Bosela have been
unsuccessful. Carney said that
all officers should have posted
hours, but they are not avail-
able in the student government
office.

Zach Smith, the president
of Men’s Golf, said that he was
unaware that they even origi-
nally voted down their appro-
priation, and he said SGA has
been good to them.

“We really appreciate what
they do; it is crazy what they
have given to us so far.” Smith
said. “They try to take care of
as many organizations as they
can. We realize that, and we
do not want to be one of those
ones, you know, who always
comes and says, ‘Hey we need
$500; we need a $1000.” We

don’t want to be like that. But,
I feel like it is a good resource
to go to if we need to.”

In a finance meeting on
Oct. 21, two groups did not
show up for their meetings.
Those groups were YSU Ul-
timate Frisbee and the Panhel-
lenic Council.

When representatives of
the committee asked about
no-shows, Hagan read the Fi-
nancial Path, which states, “A
meeting shall be scheduled
with the Committee during
regularly scheduled meeting
hours as determined by the
Student Government Associa-
tion, unless the Committee de-
cides otherwise. Attendance at
this hearing shall be mandato-
ry. The Committee shall hold
make-up hearings for missed
appointments at its discretion
and convenience.”

Following, Hagan said,
“We can really do whatever
we want pretty much because
it says our discretion.”

The committee decided to
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reach out to the Panhellenic
Council and reschedule their
meeting, while they created a
deadline for Ultimate Frisbee
to contact them with a valid
excuse as to why they missed
the meeting.

Josh Lyder, president of
Ultimate Frisbee, was not
aware that they were supposed
to contact SGA and assumed
that there was no chance to re-
schedule.

“It says on their site atten-
dance is necessary, so I figured
it was my bad, and we’ll get it
right next time,” Lyder said.

Even though SGA has
faced some issues, Carney said
she still believes they are on
track with their original goal.

“We’re not perfect, but
give me a financial committee
that is perfect. Could we have
given better appropriations?
Probably. But at the end of the
day, what are we trying to ac-
complish? Help groups. It’s
what we do,” Carney said.

Former president

gt 59

LES COCHRAN

promotes new novel

| PTTERS)

SIGNATURE AFFAIR

LOVE, LIES and LIAISONS

Former YSU President Leslie Cochran and Lin Cochran, his wife, display
Leslie Cochran’s new novel “Signature Affair: Love, Lies and Liason.” Their trip to
Youngstown is part of an effort to promote the novel. Photo by Frank George/

The Jambar.

FRANK GEORGE

ftgeorge@student.ysu.edu

Former Youngstown State University presi-
dent Leslie Cochran visited YSU this week to
promote his new novel “Signature Affair: Love,
Lies and Liaisons.”

His book tells the story of the fictional Steve
Schilling, a university president and sex addict,
who engages in affairs with five beautiful wom-
en. Though similarities between Leslie Cochran
and Schilling can be observed, Leslie Cochran
ensured the affairs he writes about are purely
fictional.

“The character has some of my own person-
ality traits,” Leslie Cochran said. “[Steve Schil-
ling] does wear a red fedora....When I was at
YSU, for football games, I wore a red fedora. I
drank Tanqueray martinis with three olives. So
does Steve Schilling. I give my wife Tresor, so
does he. Now the difference is he also gives all
of his mistresses Tresor.”

Leslie Cochran’s wife Lin Cochran said the
novel has sparked playful teasing among the
couple’s friends.

“It is fun because everyone kind of teases
him,” she said. “Like, ‘Is this a memoir Les?’”

Before authoring “Signature Affair,” Leslie
Cochran had never tried his hand at fictional
writing. After spending the last five years writ-
ing and revising his novel, Leslie Cochran said
he has a newfound appreciation for novelists.

“I had a preconceived notion that if you
wrote fiction, it was a fantasy. You just started
writing and you could say anything you want,”
Leslie Cochran said. “I didn’t realize, for ex-
ample, how much research goes into writing
fiction. For example, my main character ... is a
sex addict. Well, I had to do a lot of reading and
research on addiction.”

Lin Cochran has taken charge of promoting
the book. She has planned book signings, tele-
vision appearances and launch parties during
their visit to Youngstown.

“We’re actually just getting started because
the book just came out. I thought that coming
to Youngstown — since he was the university
president here and we knew lots and lots of peo-
ple in the community — it would be the best
place to kick off the book launch,” Lin Cochran
said.

To further promote the book, the Cochrans
developed an online competition called “Share
an Affair.” Readers are encouraged to share
their own affair — either real or fictional — on
the book’s website. The winning affair story
will be included in Leslie Cochran’s next novel.

Leslie Cochran’s book was officially pub-
lished on Sept. 3 and is now available for pur-
chase. “Signature Affair” is only the first in-
stallment of a trilogy that Leslie Cochran plans
to write. The second book, he said, will be titled
“Costly Affair,” while the third book will be
titled “Presidential Affair.”

Twitter Y

wm@TheJambarsd)
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Beauty that comes in
different shapes and sizes

Last November, the Students in Fashion Interi-
ors held its first Every-Body Fashion Show in the
Chestnut Room of Kilcawley Center. The orga-
nization decided to hold the fashion show to
honor the life of a young woman in the fashion
program who died of an eating disorder in sum-
mer 2012. Photo courtesy of Prsicilla Gitimu.

TAYLOR PHILLIPS

tayloraphillips92@gmail.com

In summer 2012, a student
from the Youngstown State
University Fashion and Interi-
ors program passed away from
an eating disorder. From that
moment on, it was the mis-
sion of the Students in Fashion
and Interiors organization to
spread the word about body
image awareness and to pro-
mote that true beauty comes in
all shapes and sizes.

In a lifetime, more than 30
million people will suffer from
some type of eating disorder
that may include anorexia,
bulimia and binge eating. The
young woman from the fash-
ion design program was just
one of the millions each year
that perish from eating disor-
ders.

Stephanie Wood, president
of SIFI, said that the organi-
zation has decided to become
more active within the univer-
sity, especially since the stu-
dent’s death last summer.

“We really are trying to
change and become more in-
volved,” Wood said. “We re-
ally want to make the campus
aware of how you can prevent
an eating disorder or what to
do if you know someone who

currently is suffering from an
eating disorder.”

Last year, the organization
hosted its first “Every-Body”
fashion show to promote that
every body type is beautiful,
unique and special. The show
had models from different
shapes and sizes model gar-
ments that students in the fash-
ion program created.

Wood said that the fashion
show was started to honor the
life of the woman that passed
away.

“We raised money for the
family and also different body
image awareness foundations
that night,” Wood said. “It was
really great to show people
how a size 0 isn’t the only size
you can see on the runway. It
was really great to have the
awesome turnout that it did.”

Besides the fashion show,
the organization has another
show planned for next se-
mester called the Live United
Fashion Show. This show is
designed to unite all campus
organizations and invite them
to each make a garment and
have a representative from
each group model what they
have created. The group is also
planning a body image aware-
ness week for the spring.

Wood said that she hopes
students participate in the
group’s activities they have
planned for the spring.

“It’s just important that ev-
eryone realizes they are beauti-
ful in their own way no matter
what shape or size they might
be,” Wood said. “We really
can’t limit ourselves when it
comes to spreading the word.”

Emily Palumbo, vice presi-
dent of SIFI, said that the
group has also been doing var-
ious food drives and clothing
drives to give back to the YSU
community.

“We are always trying to
increase and recruit members
to join,” Palumbo said. “We
also want people to know we
exist and actually do more
than make clothing.”

African Student Union

Preserving and promoting the African heritage

TAYLOR PHILLIPS

tayloraphillips92@gmail.com

Friday night, the
Youngstown State University
African Student Union will
dance, eat and celebrate their
culture at African Cultural
Night held at First Presbyterian
Church from 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Each year, the African Stu-
dent Union will plan and pro-
mote its annual cultural night
that usually takes place toward
the end of fall semesters. This
year, the theme “Preserving and
Promoting the African Heri-
tage” was chosen by the orga-
nization.

Christopher Atem, president
of the African Student Union,
said that African Cultural Night
is the biggest event the organi-
zation plans each year.

“I’ve been involved with
ASU for three years and each
year the festival gets bigger,”
Atem said. “This year, we are
expecting approximately 250-
300 people, and we are very
excited about that.”

Atem also said many YSU
students have turned out to par-
ticipate in the festival over the
past few years.

“It’s really great to see so
many students come out,”
Atem said. “The festival is re-
ally great to educate students
about different cultures and
also see everything our country

has to offer in terms of heritage
and culture.”

In past African Cultural
nights, the African Student
Union has served African foods,
welcomed drum circle groups
to perform and invited the YSU
campus and Youngstown com-
munity to join its celebration
of the African heritage. The
group will be expanding its
plans from years past and will
incorporate recipe cards for the
food table and a fashion parade
of African clothing. There will
also be readings from African
poetry and dramatic plays.

Edwin Opata, a member of
African Student Union, said the
main goal of the night is not
just to celebrate the heritage of
African students, but to edu-
cate the community about what
their home country is like.

“Alot of people have funny
ideas about the African cul-
ture,” Opata said. “We want
to shed light on what we do
in Africa and showcase every-
thing we do to celebrate our
heritage.”

Opata said that something
he is excited about this year is
the use of recipe cards that will
be next to each dish served at
the event.

“A local favorite from my
country is fufu and that is going
to be served on Friday,” Opata
said. “It is what Americans over
here call mashed potatoes.”

Another addition to this
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pose with flyers for their African Cultural Night, which will be held Friday at First
Presbyterian Church from 6:30-9:30 p.m. Photo by Taylor Phillips/The Jambar.

year’s festival is a performance
by the Harambee Dance Group
of Youngstown. The group
specializes in different styles
of African dances of unity and
peace.

Atem said that students and
the community are invited to
dance with the group during the
festival.

“We want everyone to take
part and dance the different
styles that the Harambee will
be demonstrating,” Atem said.
“Everyone is invited to join in
whenever they feel like it.”

Sydney Sims, a junior tele-
communications major, said
she will be attending the festi-
val for the first time and is ex-
cited and enthusiastic to attend.

“I want to experience some-
thing new,” Sims said. “I want
to see what it is like to be a part
of a new culture that I'm not
usually exposed to.”

Sims also said that she hopes
that she can take something out
of what she will learn Friday
night after the festival is over.

“We are made up of many
different and unique people
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that come from many different
backgrounds,” Sims said. “We
should have an opportunity to
get to know a little more about
each other’s cultures. This is re-
ally a great thing for YSU and
also what college should be
teaching us.”

Tickets for African Cultural
Night will be on sale the rest of
the week in Kilcawley Center
for $5 for YSU students and
Youngstown community mem-
bers and $10 for faculty.
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EDITORIAL

Let us In!

Our investigation into how the Student Govern-
ment Association’s finance committee determines
how much money a student group receives began
on Sept. 30. In the nearly two months we spent in-
vestigating, we spent a good deal of time pushing
for access to both meetings and documents.

When public documents and records deal with
public money, it is essential that they are open to
the public. The money for SGA’s finance commit-
tee comes from Youngstown State University’s
general fund, which is comprised of tuition dollars
and state funding. Without a doubt, this money is
public money provided by taxpayers and students.

The Ohio revised code states that, “all public
records responsive to the request shall be promptly
prepared and made available for inspection to any
person at all reasonable times during regular busi-
ness hours.” While at first, our requests for public
records were fulfilled, requests made for updated
budget reports — reports detailing appropriations
that had been given out up to that point — were
denied on Nov. 5, 7 and again on Nov. 8 following
a clarification on our request.

In the email following our final request, Cha-
resse Hagan, vice president of financial affairs,
told us, “You have to wait until they are posted
[online]. ... There is nothing I can do; you have
to wait.”

The updated budgets are not posted online. The

items that are posted include the bill that the full
SGA body votes on, the organization applications
and the amount that the finance committee recom-
mends to the body. The most recent updated bud-
get report was posted on April 18, 2011.

Prior to this request, Catie Carney, the president
of SGA, provided us with these reports dating back
to 2010.

Our biggest problem while investigating dealt
with access to meetings and the ability to record
those meetings. We had two occasions where our
reporters were told that they either could not at-
tend meetings or that we must ask for permission
to record meetings.

The first incident occurred on Oct. 21, when
Carney came into The Jambar office after a full
body meeting and told our editor-in-chief that
The Jambar reporters must ask permission to re-
cord meetings. Our editor-in-chief explained that
Ohio is a one-party consent state, but Carney still
stressed that we ask permission to record these
public meetings.

On Nov. 4, Hagan told a reporter that he would
not be allowed to attend a finance committee meet-
ing because of the supposed ill intent of the article
and that recording the meetings made the com-
mittee uncomfortable. After telling Hagan that it
was an open meeting, he was told that if he did not
leave the meeting, the committee would not vote.

Shortly after, Hagan once again told the reporter
that he wasn’t allowed in the meeting.

Again, these meetings deal with public money
— money that each and every student helps to pro-
vide — and are supposed to be open to anyone that
wishes to attend. This is not an issue of our report-
ers being denied access to such meetings. This is
an issue of first amendment rights being directly
violated. It is an issue that we obviously care deep-
ly about, but it is also one that Youngstown State
University students should be concerned about.

This is your money and it is being spent without
proper oversight.

As it was explained to us, all members of SGA,
with the exclusion of freshman representatives, are
elected to their positions. In this country, elected
officials are expected to uphold the law of their po-
sition and serve their constituents. In this situation,
part of that law is the First Amendment and their
constituents are all of you.

This issue, while it exacerbated the problem, is
not entirely the fault of student government. Voter
turnout in spring’s election was less than one per-
cent of the entire student body. If SGA isn’t getting
feedback from the people that they are elected to
represent and no one besides SGA members attend
the meetings, there is no one to hold them account-
able.

While there needs to be an understanding of the
First Amendment amongst SGA, there also needs
to be an understanding that SGA exists for you, the
students. They need your feedback and your over-
sight to serve properly.

Student involvement informs SGA how they
can do their jobs more effectively and what goals
to strive for, and it informs you how they can help
you and help student life at YSU. Everybody wins.
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The myths of
Obamacare’s failure’

Michael Hiltzik

Los Angeles Times
(MCT)

Attacks on the Affordable Care
Act have stepped up over the last
week or so. You’d think that the
healthcare reform known as Obam-
acare is leading to the wholesale loss
of affordable insurance by huge sec-
tors of the American public, many of
whom will be impoverished by being
forced into low-quality health plans at
exorbitant prices.

You’d think the entire reform is
on “life support,” as the usually judi-
cious National Journal put it, specu-
lating that Democrats may soon start
calling for its repeal.

Don’t buy the hype. The numbers
tell an entirely different story. What
they also demonstrate is that the myth
of Obamacare’s “failure” is a product
of the same Republican noise ma-
chine that has been working to un-
dermine this crucial reform since Day
One. It’s assisted by news reporting
about canceled health policies that
typically ranges from woefully misin-
formed to spectacularly ignorant, and
even at its best is incomplete.

Indeed, the spectacle of Demo-
crats panicking over bad news on
Obamacare resembles the herds of gi-
raffes one sees on the Serengeti being
stampeded by swarms of tsetse flies.
Here’s a lesson the giraffes could
teach the Dems: Stampeding leads
only to injuries and death, and doesn’t
solve the tsetse fly problem.

It’s true that there are several ways
that Obamacare can be improved.
We’ll explain some of them in an up-
coming post.

In the meantime, let’s take a look
at what’s actually happening on the
ground. What’s essential here is to
examine how many people are be-
ing thrown off their existing health
plans by Obamacare and forced into
costlier plans with lesser benefits —
the category of Obamacare “victim”
garnering most of the hand-wringing
attention. It’s also important to mea-
sure that figure against the number of
people who will unquestionably be
helped by Obamacare.

You’re about to learn that the
number of victims is much smaller
than you’re being led to think and is
swamped by the ranks of beneficia-
ries.

One problem contributing to the
confusion is that the actual number
of people in the individual insurance
market — the real target of the Af-
fordable Care Act — is frustratingly
murky. My research has turned up
several dozen studies, news reports

and academic papers analyzing the
market segment without settling on
a single figure. (I've read them so
you won’t have to, but if you must,
I’ve compiled a clickable list of 15 of
them here.)

We can, however, decently esti-
mate that the market for individual
policies is about 30 million people.
Of those, more than 20 million are
uninsured. For virtually all of them,
Obamacare is an unalloyed bless-
ing. The Congressional Budget Of-
fice estimates that about 81% of all
individual policy-holders will be
eligible for income-based insurance
subsidies. The uninsured population
skews poorer than the total individual
market, so an even higher proportion
of them are likely to be subsidized.
The Affordable Care Act also forbids
insurers to base the cost and availabil-
ity of insurance on pre-existing con-
ditions, which has kept millions of
people out of the individual market.

What about individual policy-
holders? They number somewhere
between 8.5 million and 9.5 million.
The vast majority of these custom-
ers — two-thirds — spend less than
a year in the individual market, ac-
cording to a 2004 study published in
Health Affairs. The study found that
most people use individual insurance
to bridge between periods of coverage
from employers or public programs
like Medicaid. If three-quarters of the
individual customers will be eligible
for insurance subsidies, that leaves
2.1 million to 2.4 million Americans
paying the full freight.

The last piece of the puzzle, and
the murkiest, is how many of this last
group will be paying higher prices for
lesser coverage — the emblematic
Obamacare “victims.” Even if it’s all
of them, at most they account for less
than 1% of the country.

But plainly they’re not all paying
more for less. We know this because
the individual market is where people
have been getting ripped off by over-
paying for inadequate coverage —
“junk” insurance in many cases. It’s
where premiums are driven up and
coverage constrained by pre-existing
conditions. Those practices are eradi-
cated by the Affordable Care Act.

Kevin Drum of Mother Jones pos-
its that one-third of these customers
may be charged more for less, which
sounds reasonable, if perhaps a little
high. I’ve heard from dozens of read-
ers who claim to be in that group.
But my experience, which I'd guess
is matched by most of my journalis-
tic colleagues, is that most of them
aren’t examining their options very
well. They’re not calculating their
costs beyond their premiums — the
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free services mandated by Obam-
acare they’re not getting today, for
instance. They’re not factoring in the
rate increases on their existing plans
they’ve been hit with in the past, and
would face again, but will be limited
under Obamacare.

That doesn’t mean that Obamacare
victims don’t exist. Charles Ornstein
of ProPublica found a couple in Cali-
fornia who are losing a good Kaiser
plan and face a doubled premium for
no gain in benefits. But their story is
also incomplete. They’ve been get-
ting good rates because they’ve been
in good health — in fact, the entire
customer base in their plan have
turned out to be good risks, allowing
Kaiser to gift them with good rates.
But the transition from good health
to bad can take place in the blink of
an eye; in that case, if they lost their
Kaiser coverage, then without Obam-
acare they’d be left at the mercy of
high premiums and coverage exclu-
sions resulting from their pre-existing
conditions.

The bottom line is that we’re down
to about one-quarter of one-percent
of the country being paraded around
to set the agenda for everyone else —
fewer than 2 million people. Compare
that with the number of people who
are being denied health insurance in
21 states that have refused to expand
Medicaid, as the Affordable Care Act
allows them to do largely at federal
expense. (Four other states are still
thinking it over.)

This group numbers about 5 mil-
lion, and in every case they’re being
deprived of health coverage by Re-
publican governors or legislatures, or
both. That should tell you that the Re-
publicans who are carrying on about
Obamacare’s “failure” really don’t
have your welfare in mind, any more
than the characters hawking diet
plans on late-night TV really want
you to get thin.

Of the 261 House members who
voted last week in favor of a bill al-
lowing insurers to keep offering cus-
tomers canceled health plans, 141
represent states that haven’t expand-
ed Medicaid to the maximum. They
include 11 Democrats. If they really
cared about their citizens, they would
urge their state governments to get off
their duffs and approve the Medicaid
expansion. But they don’t really care.

The fact is that Obamacare is here
to stay. Its customer protections are
worth real money to tens of millions
of consumers, and it’s vastly expand-
ing the insurance market. The politi-
cians claiming that they’re only out
to “fix” a broken program are playing
you for suckers, and not for the first
time.

CYAN MAGENTA

BLACK
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Ali Cheiab (10) and Terrell Williams (59) tackle North Dakota State University running back Sam Qjuriin the game on Nov. 16. The Penguins
play their season finale Saturday against South Dakota State University with a playoff berth on the line. Photo by Dustin Livesay/ The Jam-
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ALAN RODGES

alanrodges@gmail.com

The Youngstown State
University Penguins look to
bounce back from a two-game
skid and hop into a playoff spot
with a win against South Da-
kota State University.

Coming off a tough home
loss to two-time defending Na-
tional Champions North Da-
kota State, 35-17, the Penguins
are looking to turn the page and
move on.

“I think we’re handling it
real well. We had some senior
guys step up and talk to some
of the younger guys and let
them know that everything is
still in front of us,” senior Dom
Rich said in Tuesday’s press
conference. “If we get a win
here, we’re in the playoffs, and

that’s our goal.”

This will be a tough match-
up for YSU (8-3, 5-2). They
haven’t beaten South Dakota
since 2007. The revenge bug is
in the air for Rich who will be
playing in his last regular sea-
son home game as a Penguin.

“Since I’ve been here, I
haven’t beat them, and that’s
kind of fuel for the fire. I want
to go out there Saturday and
beat these guys,” Rich said.

The Penguins are battling
for a playoff spot in this game.
If they win, they are in, but if
they lose, it will be more dif-
ficult to get into the postseason.

“Everyone understands the
situation. If we lose, we don’t
control our destiny — if we’re
in the playoffs or not — but if
we win, we’re in,” senior Dale
Peterman said.

Lately, YSU hasn’t exactly

been the pinnacle of health.
Senior quarterback Kurt Hess
was sidelined with an ankle
injury last week, but he is ex-
pected to play. Sophomore
quarterback Dante Nania has
a grade II shoulder separation,
and junior cornerback Julius
Childs is questionable.

“Luck hasn’t been our way
we have had some injuries,”
Peterman said. “We weren’t
100 percent, but hopefully we
can comeback healthy this
week and be ready to go.”

The Penguins will need to
be as healthy as possible come
this week. They play the sec-
ond-best passing offense in the
Missouri Valley Football Con-
ference and an offense that is
rated in the top four.

YSU will have its hands
full with the Jackrabbits’ junior
running back Zach Zenner who

has totaled 1,509 yards and 18
touchdowns this season.

“Zenner has kind of been
the face of the Missouri Val-
ley as far as running backs go,”
head coach Eric Wolford said.

The Penguins are treating
this game like a playoff match-
up. They all know what is at
stake, and trying to make the
playoffs is the ultimate goal.

“This is the first round of
the playoffs for us,” Rich said.
“This is a must win for us and [
hope we have the support from
the community.”

YSU is in control of its own
destiny this week like they have
wanted to be all year. Wolford
said that if they know if they
take care of business that they
will control their own destiny.

The Penguins know that this
is a tough matchup. They play
a hot South Dakota team who

is coming off of three straight
wins against conference op-
ponents and five straight wins
against the Penguins.

“We’re going to go out there
with a chip on our shoulder,
play to our abilities, be more
physical than them and hope-
fully get the ‘w’ on Saturday,”
Rich said.

Wolford feels the intensity
for this game and notices it at
practice.

“Their focus on Monday
was razor sharp. They know
what is at stake, and they want
to play,” he said. “We are set
out to make a run to getting in
the playoffs; that is our goal.”

The Penguins take on the
Jackrabbits at  Stambaugh
Stadium at 2 p.m. The game
will be on WKBN 570 AM,
iHeartRadio, ESPN3.com and
MyYTV.

Norse Code

Penguins earn first
victory this season

JOE CATULLO JR.

joecatullo@yahoo.com

Beginning this season with two early loss-
es, senior Liz Hornberger (21) had a “major
breakdown” on Friday with a 0-30 season
looming in her mind.

Hornberger let out a calm, relieving sigh
after Wednesday’s game at Beeghly Center.
The Youngstown State University women’s
basketball team started off strong against
Northern Kentucky University and finished
the same way, winning 67-53.

“I’'m just really happy for our team be-
cause I think everybody was worried,”
Hornberger said. “I think we showed a lot of
toughness today. We came out and played all
40 minutes. [ don’t know how many times we
did that in my first three years here.”

The victory also earned head coach John
Barnes his first career victory at YSU (1-2).

“They know how to win,” he said. “Coach
[Bob] Boldon did a great job of turning this
program around leading to a great season
last year. With the seniors that we have, they
know how to win, and they’ve done it be-
fore.”

The Penguins entered Wednesday shoot-
ing 11.1 percent from beyond the 3-point
line. In turn, they hit their first seven out of
eight attempts and led by 16 at halftime.

“It was unexpected,” Barnes said. “Then
again, we make them in practice. I figured
they were going to go down sooner or later.”

Some of that early energy is credited to
last year’s game against NKU. The Norse
defeated YSU after the Penguins began 4-0.

“I think there was a little chip on our
shoulders, which I think we need to play like
that all the time,” Hornberger said.

YSU finished with 11 3-pointers on 19 at-
tempts (57.9 percent). The Norse (2-2) made
two 3-point field goals on 24 attempts and
only shot 32.2 percent from the field.

“We work on that all the time. I would say
80 percent of the drills we do in practice is on
defense, and we’re still not perfect,” Horn-
berger said. “It’s a working progress.”

The biggest concern was guarding NKU
junior Melody Doss who was averaging 25.7
points per game. She finished with 15 points.

“We were focused on Doss pretty much the
whole game,” Barnes said. “Heidi [Schlegel]
really worked hard to try to limit her touches,
so I was really proud of her.”

Schlegel was just as impressive on the of-
fensive side, too. The junior finished with a
game-high 22 points and tallied six rebounds.
Hornberger and sophomore Ashley Lawson
each finished with 11 points.

Next for the Penguins is the season’s first
road game at Bucknell University on Tues-
day.

“They’re getting more comfortable with
what the coaching staff is doing,” Barnes
said. “I thought they came out with a lot of
aggressiveness, a lot of confidence shooting
the basketball. We made plays, and that’s
what you got to do to win games.”
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