Several setbacks in the the construction of the Watson and Tressel Training Site, shown above, have prevented

adherence to either ofits completion dates.

said those involved with the project plan to meet Tuesday and discuss when the WATTS will befinished. Photo
above by Nick Young/The Jambar, phqto below by Doug Livingston/The Jambar.

Officials unsure of WA

Caitlin Fitch

YSU extends health
benefits to same-sex
domestic partners

Andrea DeMart

NEWS EDITOR

Youngstown State University is taking
steps toward becoming a more diverse cam-
pus by extending health benefits to same-
sex domestic partners of faculty and staff.

In 2004, Ohio passed legislation banning
same-sex marriage and banning any recog-
nition of same-sex unions.

In fall of the same year, for contract year
2005, YSU decided to include same-sex do-
mestic partners on health insurance plans for
employees. The domestic partners are listed
on the insurance plans as such and given the
same benefits a dependent would receive.

“Medical, prescription drug, dental and
vision are available to all full-time employ-
ees. That would be full-time faculty and
full-time staff and some part-time employ-
ees, but again that is related to the bargain-
ing unit that they happen to be in,” said
Kathleen Bouquet, benefits manager for
Human Resources. “For domestic partners,
the university only recognizes same-sex do-
mestic partners.”

HivelyConstruction Superintendent F%jdrjig iruPB Bty domestic partner

onto” Insurance coverage is handled in the
same way that one would add a dependent.
Since 2006, YSU employees are required to
pay for insurance coverage.

YSU employees can choose either a
single or family plan. Cost for the plans are
based on base salary of the employee. Single
plans are 0.75 percent of the base salary, and
family plans are 1.5 percent of base salary.

Contract negotiations this year may
raise the contribution percentage, but Kevin

S completion date

then we’ll wait patiently.”

REPORTER

The Watson and Tressel Training Site has encoun-
tered yet another setback preventing its February com-
pletion date, leaving the track and field team looking
elsewhere for facilities.

Rodger Shuback, superintendent of Hively Construc-
tion, said he, the architects, Youngstown State Univer-
sity and other companies assisting in the project, includ-
ing Roger Kreps Drywall and Plastering and Lencyk
Masonry, will meet Tuesday to discuss when the build-
ing will be completed.

The track and field team practices in Kent and Ge-
neva every day.

“We practice two times a day, morning and evening.
That’s about a four-hour drive every day, so we’re pretty
excited to be getting a facility that we can practice in,
here on campus,” said Brian Gorby, head track and field
coach. “We’re thinking it will be done in April, so until

Trevor Parks, sports information director, said the
track team has a back-up plan and will be competing at
Geneva College in Beaver Falls, Pa.

“We anticipated that things with the WATTS facility
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Reynolds, chief Human Resources officer,
said they need to look at how the state bud-
get cuts affect the department and costs that
they will be expected to cover.

Guy Latessa, president of Victor H.
Buck Insurance Agency, the company that
handles YSU student health insurance, said
most students covered are single and this is
not an issue, but YSU does not extend same-
sex domestic partner benefits to students.

Reynolds said extending benefits to
same-sex domestic partners follows the
standard used in other universities and busi-
ness organizations.

For a domestic partnership to be recog-
nized by the university, the couple is re-
quired to complete an affidavit acknowledg-
ing they are in a committed relationship.

“I think all of the universities have [rec-
ognized domestic partnerships] because
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Maag Library adjusts for budget reductions

Joe Giesy

NEWS EDITOR

Maag Library’s operating budget experienced a
cut of $101,550, which is nearly a quarter of the total
Academic Affairs department reduction and 7 per-
cent of the entire university’s budget reduction.

Paul Kobulnicky, executive director of Maag Li-
brary, said the library’s operating budget is respon-
sible for print and digital issues and related services.
He noted that the operational budget does not cover
salaries, and fringe benefits aren’t covered under op-
erations either.

Among other services, the library purchases
books, subscriptions and digital services, and also
maintains catalogs and archives. But fewer books and
subscriptions can be purchased this semester because
of the reduction.

“We are trying to do the best we can in a bad situ-
ation,” Kobulnicky said.

The administration called for an 8.5 percent re-
duction to the university’s fiscal year 2011 operating
budget last semester in response to a $3 million cut in
federal funding, which the budget originally planned
for. The mid-year budget adjustments were approved
at a December board of trustees meeting.

the fourth-floor computer lab in Maag Library or the
Tech Desk as a result of the budget reduction. How-
ever, Lloyd Painter, manager of tech customer sup-
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Campus Connection
What do you use Maag Library for?

Maag Library allots each department and college
a specific amount of money to recommend books,
magazines and periodicals students might need for
papers or research in a particular semester. Students
typically can also rent some of the most popu-
lar textbooks.

Kobulnicky said the library’s subscription
to the digital service OhioLINK uses a large
amount of available funds, but it is important
to the university. OhioLINK is an umbrella
agency that allows access to a variety of online
services and databases.

Kobulnicky said he hopes students will no-
tice fewer new resources and a loss of some
periodical subscriptions because it proves they
are using the library effectively.

Reductions to each division’s operational
budget are determined by individual budgets
and the 8.5 percent reduction. The divisions or
departments allotted a larger sum of money at
the beginning of the fiscal year for operations
saw a larger reduction in funds. Those allotted
less saw a smaller reduction.

The Maag Library building consists of sev-
eral entities that include the library itself, Com-
puter Services, the Writing Center, the English
Language Institute and the Reading and Study
Skills Center.

As of now, there have been no changes to

"l come to Maag usu- "1 use the printing and
ally to print out pa- to study sometimes.
pers and homework. | I also use reference

haven't checked out a books from here. |
hook in a while." checked out 'Fast Food

Kirk Manofsky ’:IZ?SO”” formy English

Kendal Malsch
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Parents protest use of BMI datain PE grades

Annemarie Mannion
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Students have long been
checked on how long it takes
to run a mile or whether they
can do a pushup. But another
physical fitness assessment
tool has some parents fum-
ing one that aims at finding
out whether their kids are too
hefty.

A child's "body mass in-
dex," a measure of body fat
based on height and weight,
was one of six tests used at
Hawthorne Elementary school
to determine the physical fit-
ness grade on a student's prog-
ress report.

But that practice ended
abruptly Tuesday after about
25 parents met with school of-
ficials to express their displea-
sure with how the BMI data
was being used. One broke
into tears as she described
how it impacted her 4th grade
daughter.

Quickly  responding to
those concerns at a time of
increased focus on health and
body image issues among stu-
dents, school officials said that
they would stop using the in-
dex as part of a progress report
grade. Hawthorne Elementary
was the only school among the
13 in Elmhurst Community
Unit District 205 to use the
BMI that way, officials said.

"The current research does
not support the use of BMI
data for grading purposes,"
said Connie Chester, the
school district's curriculum
coordinator.

The district will continue
BMI measurements in all its
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Angela Gemini, center, mother ofafifth grade boy, believes it isn't the school's place to evaluate
a child's health andfitness, during a PTA meeting at Hawthorne Elementary School in EIm-
hurst, 111, on Jan. 18. Photo courtesy of Chuck Berman/Chicago Tribune/MCT.

The district needs to continue
the measurements because
those statistics are needed
when applying for fitness
grants, she said.

Beth Fazzio has a daughter
at the school, which two other
daughters also attended. The
BMI exam, she said, always
raised concerns with them
about their weight.

"They'd say, 'Am | too fat?
We've got to run more and do
more sit-ups,™ she said. "This
(concern) is not coming from
the home."”

School officials said they
had used BMI testing since
1986 and have not had many
complaints. It wasn't imme-
diately clear how long it has

been used at Hawthorne as

part of the progress report.
The BMI measurement

is given to students in 4th

schools, but probably won't
share the information with
individual students at the ele-
mentary level, an official said.

College grads enroll in Japanese
assistant nurse training schools as
economic slump continues

The Yomiuri Shimbun
MCT

TOKYO-Struggling to find work amid the continuing eco-
nomic slump, a growing number of college graduates are enroll-
ing in nursing schools that only require a middle school diploma
for admittance.

According to a survey conducted by the Japan Medical As-
sociation, more and more graduates of junior colleges and four-
year universities are enrolling in training schools for assistant
nurses. They apparently believe any kind of license will help
them get a job and are seeking certification as assistant nurses
despite the salary gap between that position and regular nurses.

Prefectural governors grant licenses for assistant nurses,
while the central government certifies regular nurses. The assis-
tant nurse system was established to cope with the nurse short-
age shortly after World War I1.

There were about 370,000 assistant nurses nationwide as of
the end of 2008, while the number of state-licensed nurses stood
at about 880,000. Although there is no legally defined difference
in the content of their work, assistant nurses are said to often play
secondary roles to regular nurses.

The JMA runs many assistant nurse training schools nation-
wide and is actively training assistant nurses, but the Japanese
Nursing Association has urged the government to eliminate the
assistant nurse system and establish a single license.

A 27-year-old male university graduate in Sendai attends
classes at the assistant nurse training school attached to the Sen-
dai medical association. Upon graduation from university, he
was employed by a small firm but enrolled in the nursing school
in April because he thought getting a license would look good
on his resume.

After graduating from the two-year school, he plans to go on
to study to become a government-certified nurse.

Of 102 enrollees in the Sendai training school in April, 16
were university graduates. There were no middle school gradu-
ates. About 70 percent of the enrollees had some kind of job
experience. The oldest was a 46-year-old woman.

According to the Health, Labor and Welfare Ministry's Nurs-
ing Division, there were 265 assistant nurse training schools na-
tionwide as of fiscal 2009. Local medical associations ran 77
percent of those schools as of this fiscal year.

Of the JMA-related schools, 8.7 percent of enrollees were
university graduates and 10 percent were junior college gradu-
ates both record highs the JMA survey showed. The percentage
of middle school graduates has remained almost unchanged over
the past decade at about 4.7 percent.

In fiscal 2010, one in 2.8 applicants passed the exams na-
tionwide the most competitive rate since JIMA started compiling
statistics in fiscal 1999. The most competitive area was the Kinki
region, where one in 4.4 applicants passed the exams.

An official of an assistant nurse training school said entrance
exams for assistant nurses are easier to pass than those for uni-
versities and vocational schools for would-be regular nurses.
Furthermore, tuition is cheaper.

The demand for assistant nurses has been high mainly among
private practitioners.

through 12th grades. It is mea-
sured in the fall and again in
the spring to see if there has
been any improvement. The
BMI score is sent home with
the students along with their
progress report.

The measurement has
raised parental eyebrows in
other districts across the coun-
try even as officials try to com-
bat widespread obesity among
children. School districts in
Wyoming, Massachusetts and
Arkansas also have adopted
the BMI, but the response is
mixed, according to the Web
site publicschoolreview.com

As is the case in EImhurst,
some parents have argued that
health issues should be han-
dled by a family doctor, with-
out input from the school.

Angela Gemini said her
son is a slim, tall 5th grader at

Hawthorne, who plays hockey
four nights a week, but re-
ceived a BMI score that tar-
geted him as at-risk of obesity.
Gemini thinks it isnt a
school district's place to evalu-
ate a child's health and fitness.
"Who are they to be giving
medical advice?" she asked.
The school district uses Fit-
nessGram, a health and fitness
assessment developed by The
Cooper Institute, a Dallas-
based non-profit organization.
Marilu Meredith, Fitness-
Gram program director, said
the company encourages giv-
ing the BMI measurement in
private settings and doesn't
recommend using it as a part
of a child's progress report.
Meredith said the BMI is
an optimal test for schools
to do because other ways to
measure body fat, such as with
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calipers or bioelectric devices,
are time-consuming and more
intrusive.

She said students need to
understand that their BMI can
change as aresult of them sim-
ply growing or losing weight.

"It's about learning about
your height and weight and
how they relate to each oth-
er," she said. "They also need
to realize as they reach their
maximum height and if they
gain weight, their BMI will
change."

In District 205, students
are called in small groups of
about five to the nurse's office
and wait outside as others are
weighed and measured, an of-
ficial said.

Students are asked to de-
velop a personal fitness plan
that identifies ways the can
improve their fitness levels.

One student from Elm-
hurst, who is now a junior at
York High School, said she
recalls having his height and
weight measured in elemen-
tary school, but didn't find it
intrusive.

"They did it, but nobody
saw it but you," said Sam
Baughman, who attended
Hawthorne.

Bob McBride is executive
director of the Illinois Associ-
ation for Health, Physical Ed-
ucation, Recreation & Dance.
He said he has used BMI as
an informational guideline
and tool for parents during his
34 years as a gym teacher for
kindergarten to 6th grade, but
never as part of a progress re-
port.

"BMI is not an exact mea-
surement of whether a kid is
fat or not fat,” he said. "It's the
easiest measure that you can
get without being too intru-
sive."

Financial Aid Awareness Week

Stop by one of our tables for information on financial aid for
the 2011-2012 academic year. The priority deadline to com-
plete th Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) on
the Web and the YSU Institutional Aid Application is

February 15, 2011.

The following is a list of places, dates and times when staff from the Office of Financial
Aid and Scholarships will be available to distribute forms and answer questions:

Monday, January 24, 2011

Tuesday, January 25, 2011

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Thursday January 27, 2011

10 am. -3 p.m.

10 am. -3 p.m.

10a.m. -3 p.m.

10a.m. -3 p.m.

Kilcawley Center-Ist floor across from bank

Kilcawley Center-Ist floor across from bank

Kilcawley Center-Ist floor across from bank

Kilcawley Center-Ist floor across from bank
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NEWS BRIEFS

MATHCOUNTS
2011 schedule
released

Approximately 250 stu-
dents from 25 middle and ju-
nior high schools will compete
in the 2011 MATHCOUNTS
competition Feb. 10 at YSU.
MATHCOUNTS, in its 28th
year, is a program dedicated to
improving math skills of U.S.
students by making math as
fun as a school sport. The top
three teams, as well as the top
six individuals from the local
competition, will advance to
the state competition. The top
four finalists in the state com-
petition will then represent
Ohio in the national finals.
The local contest will begin at
9 a.m. in the Chestnut Room
of Kilcawley Center.

YSUand AT&T
work toward
wireless campus

YSU and AT&T are work-
ing together to make wire-
less Internet access available
across campus. Last week, at
the beginning of spring se-
mester, AT&T Wi-Fi, which
supplements the current uni-
versity-provided wireless net-
work, was available in public
areas. Students, faculty, staff
and campus guests with quali-
fying AT&T  Smartphone,
3G LaptopConnect and high
speed Internet plans are able
to access YSU’s AT&T Wi-Fi
for no additional charge. Other
guests can purchase day pass-
es. AT&T will directly manage
this network and offer around-
the-clock customer service.

POLICE BRIEFS

Cell phone lost
at basketball
doubleheader

A spectator at Saturday’s
YSU vs. the University of
Detroit Mercy doubleheader
basketball games reported a
lost cell phone to YSU Police.
However, the phone’s battery
died, and it could not be con-
tacted.

Student drops wallet
in parking lot

On Sunday, a student told
YSU Police that she likely
dropped her wallet while ex-
iting her car in the University
Courtyard Apartments parking
lot. The student said her wallet
contained money, a debit card
and a YSU ID, among other
items. She canceled service to
her debit card, and police told
her to report any other valu-
able missing items to apart-
ment management.

Student’s psych
textbook missing

On Monday, a student told
YSU Police that she left her
psychology textbook under
her book bag, but found it
missing when she returned.
Police reported no distinctive
marks on the book. The YSU
Bookstore and Campus Book
and Supply were notified.

CLASSIFIEDS

HOUSING

BIG HOUSES,

SMALL PRICES

Chris has nice 4-bedroom
homes available for your group.
Includes all utilities, appliances,
ADT, plus cable & internet. Frorr
$395.00 per person. Call Chris
to arrange your tour 330-743-
7368.

OTHER

Earn while you learn; part-time
around your schedule. High level
of computer skills required. Call
Hubbard Lumber for details. 330-
759-7115.
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port and training, said some
sort of change might occur in
the future.

The computer lab and
Tech Desk are divisions of
Computer Services, which re-
ceived a $6,116 cut to its op-
erating budget. Computer Ser-
vices is part of the technology
division that was budgeted
$12,015,121 at the beginning
of the fiscal year.

The Reading and Study
Skills Center, part of the Aca-
demic Affairs division, expe-
rienced a reduction of $1,050
to its operating budget.

Karen Becker, coordina-
tor of the Reading and Study
Skills Center, located on the
lower level of Maag, said the
center’s budget was already
pretty tight. Now, they are try-
ing to be even more careful of
how they spend.

“We’re looking for ways to
become more electronic,” she
said.

The center, which helps
students perform better aca-
demically through tutoring
and other services, is working
to cut back on copying. Beck-
er said they would also try
e-mailing memos that would
normally be printed and rely-
ing more on online textbooks.

“We were already so
streamlined.  We’re  just
streamlining even more,”
Becker said.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Fol-
low The Jambar as we follow
university budget cuts closely
this semester. Each week, we
will have a story covering dif-
ferent departments and how
the cuts are affecting them.
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may not be finished in time, so
we planned to go to Geneva if
that was the case,” Parks said.
“We have competed there be-
fore, and they have a good
quality facility.”

Gorby said track meets that
YSU was supposed to hold
have been canceled for the
month of February.

“Now our main focus is
the Feb. 25 and 26 Horizon
League Championships that
will be held in Geneva,” he
said.

Parks said he is unsure of
the revenue lost due to the de-
lay in construction.

Shuback said additions to
the project have added to the

system was the biggest thing
added to the project,” he said.
“There are always little chang-
es made in every project, but
we laid 20 miles of tubing. It
was a million-dollar thing.”

Shuback, along with his
crew of about 20 men and
workers from the assisting
companies, have been work-
ing diligently on the project
but have experienced setbacks
due to the severe cold and
snow.

“This has been the coldest
stretch of bad weather we’ve
had in a while, and it’s pretty
tough to work when it’s 10 de-
grees,” he said.

Shuback said most of the

from are closed and will open
only when the weather im-
proves.

“We’ve been working hard.
The plumbing is almost done,
and so is the electrical work.
They will be finished after we
paint,” he said.

Shuback said a little warm
weather and heat would help
move the project along.

Parks said the WATTS
would be a place for teams
to practice, but that others are
welcome to use it.

“It’s basically set up for
track and field competitions
but will be used by other
teams like football and soccer
when the weather gets colder.

delay. glass is done, but the asphalt They’re looking forward to
“The underfloor heating plants where they purchase using it,” he said.
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Saving Lives Is
A Good Thing,
It Makes You

Feel Good Too.

Plasma Donors Needed Now.

Please help us help those coping with rare, chronic, genetic

diseases.

New donors can receive $25 today and $75 this week!

Ask about our Specialty Programs!

Must be 18 years or older, have valid 1.D. along with proof
of SS# and local residency.

Walk-ins Welcome.

From Nature for Life

444 Martin Luther King Blvd
Youngstown, OH 44502

330-743-1317
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The Catholic StudentAssociation
Invites you to join usthis Sunday:

January 30th at 6:00 pm for Mass

then at 7:00 pm
for our 1t Catholic Student Association Meeting
of the Spring Semester

at the Newman Center: 254 Madison Avenue
(across from Lyden House)

ICIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION OF YOUNGSTOWN?** SUBSTITUTel
*SECRETARY - YOUNGSTOWN CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT - $8.32*
JHOURLY RATE. A substitute worker has to be available for work*
;when called out, often on very short notice. Substitute work can*
;possibly lead to regular full-time work in the future, but everyone*
;must begin as a SUBSTITUTE worker. A secretary performs a wide*
jvariety of general clerical and secretarial duties, and should have*
~extensive knowledge of office procedures, practices, and equipment.*
"Before starting to work as a substitute secretary, an applicant will*
*be required to take a drug test and fingerprinting, at his/her own*
Nexpense. Applications accepted at the Civil Service Commission*
*Office, 7thfloor, City Hall, Youngstown, Ohio, from January 31, 2011*
sthrough February 10, 2011. Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday*
sthrough Friday. The written exam will be on Saturday, February 12,
*2011, at Choffin Career and Technical Center, starting at 10:00 a.m.j
*To qualify for Veteran's Bonus, submit a copy of DD-214 when you*
«file your application. I

It5 not out in the open, but
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1 out of 3 college students experienced the
illness or loss of a family member or close
friend in the last year. Talk about loss and help
your friends in need by starting a National
Students of AMF Support Network Chapter
at your school.

S dcbpetiert
\ctor

Honor the accomplishments of a friend or remember
a loved one by making a donation in their name to

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, one of the
world's premier pediatric cancer research centers.

Give the gift of life to children
around the world.

St Jude Children’s Research Hospital
Memorials and Honors

P.0. Box 1000, Dept. 142

Memphis, TN 38148-0142
1-800-873-6983

www.stjude.org/tribute hiUC * Dmy Jetw2$ Easier

When Heartbreak Turns
to Hope, You're There.

Down the street, across the
country, around the world—you
help save the day. Every day.

When you give blood or provide a hot meal to

a disaster victim, train in first aid or help a
member of our military, you reach out your hand.
It's at that moment—when heartbreak

turns to hope—that you're there through the
American Red Cross.

We need you now more than ever.
Donate blood today. Visit redcrossblood.org.

American
Red Cross

1-800-RED CROSS I redcrossblood.org
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OUR SIDE

Do WATT needs
to be done

The Jambar
EDITORIAL BOARD

RELATED STORY
WATTS, page 1

Construction on the Watson and Tressel
Training Site began last April, and officials
said it would be complete in late December.

Since then, numerous roadblocks have de-
layed its opening.

These roadblocks, first reported in No-
vember, are now spilling over to the athletics
department and embarrassing the university.

Last spring, coaches used the WATTS as
arecruitment tool. Can we say false advertis-
ing? To a degree, yes, we can.

When he was recruited in June as a trans-
fer student from Arizona, sophomore safety
Will Shaw said he was excited about the
WATTS because it was something he never
expected.

However, he expected the facility to be
completed by now.

But recruiting isn’t the only issue.

“There’s various needs and uses for this
building, whether it’s for intramurals or
[physical education] classes, and to be able to
now host all those things on our campus in-
stead of other venues in our area or at Akron
[University] or Kent [State University], is
going to be a great advantage for our institu-
tion,” said Ron Strollo, executive director of
athletics, when construction of the WATTS
was announced.

The indoor facility would have prevented
exorbitant travel expenses, due to inadequate
YSU facilities, incurred during the winter
months.

Since the initial completion date for the
WATTS was in December, the athletics de-
partment scheduled track and field events for
February.

Instead the university and/or athletics
department will pay for the track and field
teams to travel to Beaver Falls, Pa., for the
meet that was scheduled at the WATTS on
Feb. 25 and 26.

As a university dedicated to growing its
student body and infrastructure, it is atro-
cious to think that our talented student-ath-
letes are training at a rival university.

Y SU suffers another blemish to its already
tarnished reputation for poor management of
building maintenance and development.

University officials would be wise to con-
sider this fiasco when scheduling the comple-
tion of the Kilcawley Center renovation.

—  ABOUT THE JAMBAR—

Since being founded by Burke Lyden in 1931,
The Jambar has won nine Associated Collegiate
Press Honors. The Jambar is published twice
weekly during the fall and spring semesters and
weekly during summer sessions. Mail subscrip-
tions are $25 per academic year. Additional cop-
ies of The Jambar are $1 each.

— =0UR SIDEPOLICY

The editorial board that writes Our Side edi-
torials consists of the editor-in-chief, managing
editor and news editor. These opinion pieces are
written separately from news articles and draw on
the opinions of the entire writing staff. The Jam-
bar’s business manager and non-writing staff do
not contribute to editorials, and the adviser does
not have final approval.

— YOUR SIDE POUCY—

The Jambar encourages letters to the editor. E-
mail submissions are welcome at editor@thejam-
bar.com. Letters should concern campus issues,
must be typed and must not exceed 400 words.
Submissions must include the writer’s name and
telephone number for verification and the writer’s
city of residence for printing. Letters are subject to
editing for spelling, grammar and clarity. The edi-
torial board reserves the right to reject commen-
taries that are libelous or that don’t defend opin-
ion with facts from reliable sources. The editorial
board will request a rewrite from the submitting
writer based on these requirements.

Letters will not be rejected based on the view
expressed in them. Letters may be rejected if they
are not relevant to Jambar readers, seek free pub-
licity or if the editorial staff decides the subject
has been sufficiently aired. The Jambar will not
print letters that libelous, threatening, obscene or
indecent. The Jambar does not withhold the names
of writers of letters or guest commentaries.

The views and opinions expressed in letters
and commentaries on the opinion page do not
necessarily reflect those of The Jambar staff. Edi-
torials do not necessarily reflect the opinions of
the faculty, staff or administration of Youngstown
State University.
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Overdoing It on corporate rignts

Linda P. Campbell

MCT

If a corporation is a "person” under the law, does it get the
kinds of "personal privacy" protections real people enjoy just be-
cause the adjective personal derives from the noun person?

AT&T claims it does.

But if that's what federal law means, it will be one more way
in which corporate interests trump those of ordinary Americans.

Here's why: Corporations will be able to use the federal Free-
dom of Information Act to keep secret all sorts of information
the government collects while investigating possible wrongdoing.
And companies will be able to do that under the flimsy excuse
that disclosure could embarrass them.

As though corporations, which are legal constructs, have the
ability to blush. Seems more like some companies are beyond
shame.

AT&T has been trying to redefine FOIA to prevent competi-
tors from getting records of a Federal Communications Commis-
sion investigation.

In 2004, before SBC Communications and AT&T became one,
SBC reported itself to the FCC for overcharging the government
to provide technology to some Connecticut schools through the
E-Rate program. The FCC investigated and collected records
from the company. In a settlement, the company paid the govern-
ment $500,000 but didn't admit any wrongdoing.

Then came CompTel, a trade group representing some AT&T
competitors, asking for all documents in the investigation file.
And AT&T has continued trying to block release of the records.

FOIA, originally passed in 1966, is designed to make govern-
ment open by allowing anyone to ask for records held by federal
agencies. The idea is to make sure federal agencies are policing
tax dollar expenditures and doing their regulatory jobs. But there
are exemptions under which some documents can be withheld.

Exemption 4 covers businesses' trade secrets and financial data
that has been turned over to the government for licensing, record-
keeping and investigatory purposes.

Exemption 6 covers personnel and medical files that would
invade individuals' personal privacy.

And Exemption 7(C) covers data compiled for law enforce-
ment investigations that would invade personal privacy if re-
leased.

The FCC didn't give CompTel individuals' personal informa-
tion from the investigation files and withheld sensitive commer-
cial data but was going to turn over other internal documents until
AT&T got a ruling from the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
that the company had "personal privacy" rights tied up in those
records.

The FCC argues that this can't be. After all, corporations can't
sue for the tort of invasion of privacy.

AT&T counters that corporations have privacy rights against
unreasonable searches and double jeopardy.

The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press, represent-
ing a multitude of media organizations, insists that personal pri-
vacy refers to such intimate details as paternity and death scene
photos, and setting up unreasonable barriers to disclosure would
"severely inhibit the public's ability to keep a check on corporate
behavior and government regulatory functions."

Journalists, after all, have used FOIA to uncover dangerous
maintenance deficiencies on U.S. airlines; security problems at
nuclear power plants; unsafe conditions at mines; health code vi-
olations by airline food suppliers; and evidence that a meat plant
knew it was shipping tainted products.

When the U.S. Supreme Court heard arguments in the case
Wednesday, that business about corporations having personal pri-
vacy rights didn't sell so well.

When AT&T lawyer Geoffrey Klineberg argued that a com-
pany might have a personal privacy interest in not revealing an
e-mail exchange in which corporate officers disparaged a federal
regulator, Justice Antonin Scalia was skeptical.

"Anything that would embarrass the corporation is _ is a pri-
vacy interest?" Scalia asked.

Then he said, "You talk about personal characteristics. That
doesn't mean the characteristics of General Motors. You talk
about personal qualities. It doesn't mean the qualities of General
Motors...."

He called the "personal privacy" of a corporation "a very
strange phrase to me."

Later on, Chief Justice John Roberts offered examples of ad-
jectives with different meanings from their root nouns: craft and
crafty; squirrel and squirrely; pastor and pastoral.

Companies do have legitimate reasons to keep some informa-
tion confidential. But AT&T's real argument, encapsulated in its
main brief, is that CompTel tries to use investigatory records to
tarnish AT&T's reputation and gain competitive advantage. But
isn't AT&T seeking to distort FOIA to its own advantage?

That's surely not in the public interest.
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Students in the YSU fencing club demonstrate afleche, a running attack in which the back leg extends past thefront. Photo courtesy of Patrick Whitely.

Fencing club established at YSU

Chelsea Miller

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
EDITOR

Patrick Whitely and Kent
Billen stand facing each other
in an empty gymnasium. Each
of the men wears a large hel-
met and dons a single white
glove. They step toward each
other, bow and draw their
blades in anticipation.

Suddenly, Billen lunges to-
ward Whitely, his blade almost
making contact with Whitely’s
shoulder. Whitely, however,
blocks the shot, and quickly
returns his own. Their fran-
tic back and forth stabs con-
tinue for several minutes, and
the sound of clinking metal
echoes across the room.

Billen finally connects with
Whitely’s chest, pushing the
tip of his blade into Whitely’s
jacket.

“Nice shot. You got me,”
Whitely says approvingly as
he removes his helmet and
lowers his blade.

As members of
Youngstown State Universi-
ty’s fencing club, the two men
are demonstrating the sport of
fencing, a fast-paced game of
sword fighting, offset by safe-
ty measures such as protective
clothing and the addition of
rounded tips to the blades to
reduce the chance of injury.
While it may look as if they
are performing random mo-
tions, Whitely likens the sport
to a popular strategic game.

“It’s basically like chess at
100 miles an hour,” Whitely

said.

“It’s more than just hitting
your opponent. There’s strat-
egy involved in it too,” Billen
added.

Fencing features a variety
of different weapons: the foil,
epee and sabre. Each weapon
has various handgrips the
fencer chooses from to best fit
his or her fighting style. The
swords also have specific tar-
get areas, and the fencer may
only use certain footwork.

For example, the foil is a
weapon that most beginners
start with because it is the
lightest and most flexible. The
target area when using a foil
includes only the torso, and
the fencer must hit his or her
opponent with just the tip of
the foil.

“With this weapon in par-

Student organization brings

fashion to the underprivileged

Jared Buker
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
REPORTER

For many teen girls, prom
is an exciting time. However,
it can be stressful for students
and parents who are low on
cash and can’t afford adress. In
March, though, Youngstown
State University’s Students in
Fashion and Interiors hope to
alleviate some of these pres-
sures with a prom dress drive.

YSU fashion merchandis-
ing students will sponsor the
drive to offer free prom dresses
to those who struggle to afford
them. SIFI President Joanne
Tombo, ajunior, said the drive
corresponds with the time of
year high school girls typically
go prom dress shopping. Visi-
tors may view the displayed
dresses on mannequins or try
on dresses in changing rooms.

“We’re using some of the
techniques we learn in our
classes to give people the ex-
perience they would get in
prom dress store,” Tombo
said.

So far, only students in-
volved with fashion merchan-

dising have been contacted
about their old dresses, but
the group plans to also get
in touch with local area high
schools and businesses.

This is the first year SIFI
has conducted a prom dress
drive. The event hits home for
junior Jessica Loar, secretary
of SIFI.

“I know what it’s like to not
be able to afford a nice dress
for prom,” Loar said.

Human ecology professor
Tachibat Turel became SIFI’s
faculty adviser last year. She
said the prom dress drive is a
great way for the fashion mer-
chandising program to give
back to the community.

“I think the best thing about
SIFI is that the students get
more exposure to event plan-
ning and learn how to work to-
gether,” Turel said. “I think it
is a great learning experience
for them and a way to bring
out the talented ones among
them.”

Last spring, SIFIl partici-
pated in Dress for Success, a
drive to collect professional at-
tire for disadvantaged women
seeking work and sponsored
by the YSU Women’s Club.

The prom dress drive is an

advertising tool for a fashion
show scheduled for May 6 at 7
p.m. Students in fashion mer-
chandising will display their
semester’s work in styling,
visual merchandising, man-
nequin displays and student
modeling.

The show, which will be
held in Beeghly Center, will
be free, though donations of
money or canned goods will
be encouraged.

“It will be as much of a real
fashion show as we can do,”
Tombo said.

Turel said she hopes these
events will reveal the fashion
merchandising students’ tal-
ents to YSU.

“We have a wonderful
team of students this semes-
ter,” Turel said. “I think SIFI
has great potential to help oth-
ers know about our program in
fashion and interior merchan-
dising.”

The drive will be held
March 4 from 4:30 to 7 p.m.
in the Common Room on the
third floor of Cushwa Hall.
Cookies and refreshments
will be available and all of the
dresses will be offered free of
charge.

ticular ... it’s fashioned off
the noble’s weapon in the past,
and that contributes to the tar-
get area because they thought
it was [not noble] to scar your
opponent’s face,” Whitely
said of the foil. “That’s the
reason that’s not in the target
area, and they also went for
Kill shots because the nobility
figured it would be honorable
to give your opponent a fast
death.”

In tournament play, the goal
is to be the first to receive 15
points in single elimination, or
five points in pool play. Pool
play is when fencers are seed-
ed and compete against every
other fencer in the pool. To
win points, the fencer must ei-
ther hit his or her opponent in
one of the target spots or push

the opponent out of the space
of play. Achieving these feats
results in one point apiece.

Khoa Dao and Stephen
Grecko formed the YSU fenc-
ing club after students in a
fencing class expressed an in-
terest in more opportunities to
participate in the sport. There
is a more advanced fencing
class offered at YSU, but there
were never enough students to
take it, Whitely said.

The club holds tournaments
on campus against members in
the club, and sometimes sends
participants to the U.S. Fenc-
ing Association’s events in
other cities. With 15 members,
however, Whitely hopes to ex-
pand to an actual club sport in
the future.
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BENEFITS PAGE 1

we’re competing with other
employers and other univer-
sities, as it relates to faculty.
For potential employees or
potential faculty members,
if we don’t have comparable
benefits, we might lose a fine
potential faculty member,”
Reynolds said.

One of the additional ben-
efits for domestic partners,
added to the contracts in 2008,
is fee remission.

Fee remission allows de-
pendents and same-sex do-
mestic partners to attend YSU
for a reduced rate.

“One of the concerns of
many of us who receive do-
mestic partner benefits or
have domestic partner ben-
efits is that as far as the state
and federal tax code goes,
the benefits are considered an
untaxed income,” said Brian
Wells, academic adviser of
health and human services
and adviser of YSUnity. “Up
until this past year, when they
made a change with payroll
processing, we did not have
tax unless someone elected
to have extra taxes taken out

. S0 there was a tax penalty
for most gay and lesbian cou-
ples.”

Wells referenced “The
Advocate College Guide for
LGBT Students: A Compre-
hensive Guide to Colleges
and Universities with the Best
Programs, Services, and Stu-
dent Organizations for LGBT
Students.”

He said the book rated
how incorporating universi-
ties adapted to the gay life-
style and listed that domestic
partner benefits for employees
was considered a plus.

“If the university has taken
steps to move in that direc-
tion, [it] would typically be
viewed as being welcoming
of people who happen to be
LGBT [Lesbian, Gay, Bisexu-
al, Transgender],” Wells said.

He said YSUnity was piv-

otal in petitioning the board
of trustees for gender identity
and/or expression.

“I would say, because Ohio
tends to be a more conserva-
tive state, that steps [for rec-
ognizing partnerships] have
been somewhat slow com-
pared to some of the other
states that are maybe more
progressive,” Wells said.

The Safe Zone program,
originally handled by YSUni-
ty, has recently been reporting
to the Office of Student Af-
fairs. Safe Zone looks to make
YSU a safer place for lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender,
questioning, intersex and ally
students by training faculty,
staff, employees and student
leaders to have some aware-
ness of LGBTQIA issues.

Although Wells acknowl-
edged the progress YSU has
made, he said the university
still has areas where LGBT
services are lacking.

“Ultimately, what many
of us on campus would love
to see happen is that we ex-
pand the Office of Student
Diversity programs into a
fully functioning, what | call
full student center,” he said.
“And have that be inclusive of
LGBT services.”

Wells said President Cyn-
thia Anderson has expressed
interest in such a center, but
thinks any further discussion
has been postponed due to the
recession and budget cuts. He
said the most important thing
the university can do is make
faculty and students feel wel-
come in this environment.

“l feel fortunate that we
have a very supportive ad-
ministration all the way up to
the top with our president,”
Wells said. “I think that as we
are able to fiscally make more
progress as a university with
expanding services, | believe
that they’ll be at the forefront
of making those things hap-
pen.”

Courtesy of
The National Aviary

National Aviary

First 500 fans receive ttie second of
5 sets of Phantoms trading cards!
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2

LECTURE BY DR. GALIA SABAR

“The Africanization of Israel-Ethopian Jews African labor migrants

and asylum seekers”

12 noon the Ohio Room Kilcawley Center

Dr. Galia Sabar is chair of African Studies at Tel Aviv University.
For 20 years, she has conducted research on Jews in Ethiopia and
the socio-political aspects of HIV-AIDS education in Kenya. Dr.
Galia has also studied African migrant laborers who started coming
to Israel in the early 1990s and followed them back to West Africa
after they were deported. Her academic research and social activ-
ism in several Israeli and African NGOs has brought to the forefront
complex issues of public discourse in Israeli state and society.
Co-sponsored with the YSU Center for Judaic and Holocaust Studies

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5

THE AFRICAN MARKETPLACE

Noon-6 pm,The Chestnut Room, Kilcawley Center

ey C&ItCT

The African Marketplace presents an opportunity for the
public to sample jewelry, writing, goods and creations by
African American and African authors and artists that are

rare and hard to find. The market place, in the typical African
context, is not only a place for the sampling, purchase and ap-
preciation of things Afrocentric, but a meeting place for social
interaction as well. Dance and musical entertainment will be
presented by the multi-talented Harambee Youth Group of

Y oungstown.

Co-sponsored with the College of Fine and Performing Arts

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8

ARTIST HILTON MURRAY

Panel discussion- 7pm, The McDonough Museum ofArt Exhibit

through February, Bliss Hall Gallery

Hilton Murry works in graphic design, television production, ad-
vertising, art history, and creates architectural structures reflecting
a diversity of cityscapes. His fascinating designs reflect the rug-
gedness and curvature of the land, sky and water, in the recogni-

tion of the wonders of nature.

Co-sponsored with the College of Fine and Performing Arts
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Valley residents unite (or Hope -

Jordan D. Uhl

SPORTS EDITOR

The seventh annual Game
of Hope will take place Sat-
urday, in a continuous effort
to raise money for the Hope
Foundation of the Mahoning
Valley.

The game, which is sched-
uled to tip off at 4 p.m. in
Beeghly Center, will pit two
teams against each other. The
rosters are comprised of Val-
ley leaders, officials, celebri-
ties and residents.

Tony Spano, director and
founder of the Hope Founda-
tion and Youngstown State
University alumnus, started
the organization in 2007. A
brother of Phi Kappa Tau dur-
ing his tenure as an undergrad,
Spano had experience work-
ing with Paul Newman’s Hole
in the Wall Gang camp, which
is the fraternity’s national phi-
lanthropy.

“After | graduated, | want-
ed to continue helping and
serving,” Spano said. “[Mak-
ing money and raising aware-
ness for kids with terminal
illness] helps you feel close to
that.”

U.S. Rep. Tim Ryan will
coach Team Ryan with Dave
Betras, chairman of the Ma-
honing County Democratic
Party and attorney, as assistant
coach. The honorary owner
of the team is Gary Soukenik,
president and CEO of Seven
Seventeen Credit Union.

Highlighting Team Ryan’s
roster is Jason Wilson, state
senator; Felix Wright, a for-
mer Cleveland Brown; Joe
Aulisio, of WKBN/WYTV/
WYFX; and Terry Swauger,
Niles’ prosecuting attorney.

On the other bench, YSU
President Cynthia Anderson
will be calling the shots with
Frank Frattaroli of Belleria
Pizza at her side. President/
CEO of Farmers National
Bank John Gulas is the honor-
ary owner.

Sprin

Joe Catullo Jr.
SPORTS REPORTER

Youngstown State Univer-
sity is once again preparing
for another season of spring
intramural sports.

The first activity that will
kick off this season is the bas-
ketball league, which begins
Sunday. However, the co-rec
basketball league doesn’t start
until March 27. A new activ-
ity, a free throw contest, will

SCHEDULES
MEN’S BASKETBALL

Jan. 27- @Loyola
Jan. 29- @UIC
Feb. 3- BUTLER
Feb. 5- VALPO

THURSDAY, JANUARY 27,2011

Joe Aulisio of WKBN/WYFX (in red) dribbles between Ohio Attorney General Rich Cordray
(left) and YSU Facilities Engineer Ralph Morrone at last year's Game ofHope. Aulisio will be
playing on Team Ryan this year. Photo by Lamar Salter/The Jambar.

Their team features U.S.
Rep. Bill Johnson; Tom Day,
of UAW Local 1714; John J.
Gocala Jr., from the Board-

man  Police  Department;
Adam Tokash, from Turning
Technologies; and Kristen

Olmi Armstrong, who is the
Nominate-A-Player Hon-
oree from the United Way of
Youngstown and the Mahon-
ing Valley.

In addition to the group,
John Moffett, sports writer for
The Vindicator will be play-
ing for the first time. As the
youngest writer on the sports
staff, Moffett was “elected”
by his colleagues.

“Anytime you can do
something for a good cause
that raises money and aware-
ness, it’s good,” Moffett said.

Moffett who, in his eyes,
could be the worst basketball
player bom, thinks Aulisio
will give Team Anderson a
run for their money, and also
sees him as a rival, since both
work for different media out-
lets.

“It’s out of respect,” Mof-
fett said. “It’s a game that’s a
cool way to entertain people
while raising money for a
good cause.”

“If it wasn’t for these peo-
ple, who volunteer their time
out of their busy schedules,
this organization wouldn’t ex-
ist,” Spano said. “l don’t get
paid for this, this organiza-
tion is 100 percent volunteer
based, and it’s not just me.”

There will be entertain-
ment before, during and after
the game by local dance teams
and high school cheerleading
squads, along with giveaways.
Those in attendance have a
chance at winning two round
trip tickets from Allegiant Air-
lines.

Also on the agenda are the
City Printing 10-point shot,
and $5 for $50 half-court shot.
Ronald McDonald, Scrappy
and Phantom will be in atten-
dance as well.

Tickets are $6, or $3 with
a valid student ID, courtesy

of a joint partnership between
Spano and the YSU Student
Government Association.

Nick Meditz, the president
of SGA, hopes to take from it
a fun night.

“l want to [see] a positive
sign for myself, inspiring me
to do more with local chari-
ties. Hopefully for all YSU
students, it will inspire them
to do more work with chari-
ties, [and] it’ll put them in that
charitable mood or mindset,”
he said.

As for Meditz’s playing, he
has no plans as a student but
isn’truling out participating in
the future.

“It’s community leaders, so
| hope to someday be a com-
munity leader [and] get se-

lected [to play],” Meditz said.

The game will be taped and
is scheduled to air Feb. 20 at
8 p.m. on local channels on
Time Warner Cable and Arm-
strong and will reach nearly
one million viewers.

“Talk about awareness,”

Spano said.

INg INto Intramurals

be held Feb. 22.

On Wednesday, the Xbox
360 league will begin. The
featured game this year is
“NBA 2K11.” Fall’s featured
game was “Madden ’11,” with
Terell Jackson as the winner.

“It’s nice to go compete and
meet new people,” said junior
Andrew Skrinyer. Skrinyer
has played arena and flag foot-
ball for the past two seasons
and is interested in playing
softball this year.

Two football tournaments
are being offered: arena foot-
ball and flag football. Arena
begins on Feb. 8, and flag will
be held on April 10 with eight
teams being the maximum. In
the fall, the Wildcats were the
winners of the flag football
league.

Senior Tony Sferra is in his
third year playing arena foot-
ball and is a possible captain

Feb. 7- @Wright State

for his team. He said he plays
because it is a fun atmosphere.

“l met a couple of new
friends since playing,” Sferra
said. “It’s also fun and gives
me something to do.”

Other February activities
include a dodgeball league on
Feb. 8, a table tennis tourna-
ment on Feb. 17 and racquet-
ball tournament on Feb. 24.
The fall 2010 winners were
team Word in dodgeball, Saad
Halim in table tennis and Paul
Sujka in racquetball.

The volleyball league will
begin on Feb. 3, and the 3-on-
3 co-rec tournament will play
on March 24. In the fall, team
Uncle Howie won the league,
team Cow Tippers in the b-
bracket, and team May bach
music won the 3-3 tourna-
ment.

Shortfield soccer will begin
play on March 28. Team Yel-

low won the men’s soccer,
and team Sauce won co-rec in
the fall.

Wrapping up the intramu-
ral season is a new activity
being offered this spring, the
softball tournament on April
17.

Dennis Pixley is a senior
at YSU and is working as an
intramural intern. He said
participation numbers are up
from last season.

“A few sports saw de-
clines, but other major sports
more than made up for it,”
Pixley said. “We are currently
offering two new events this
spring in hopes of attracting
more students.”

Pixley added that the in-
terns and professional staff
meet after the intramurals are
done to discuss what worked,
what didn’t and what they can
improve next semester.

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Jan. 29- CLEVELAND STATE

Feb. 12- @Cleveland St
Feb. 16- @ Detroit
Feb. 19- TBA(on ESPN)

Feb. 3- @ Milwaukee
Feb. 5- @Green Bay
Feb. 10- BUTLER

THEJAMBAR.COM

YSU drops opener at
Michigan State

The YSU men’s tennis
team fell to Michigan State
University in its opening game
of the spring schedule. The
Spartans defeated the Pen-
guins in a 7-0 decision on Sat-
urday. Head coach Mark Kly-
sner said he was proud of his
team’s efforts since the players
were allotted just one week to
practice, compared to MSU’s
two weeks of practice. De-
spite the loss, Klysner said he
thinks the team will be ready
for its next matchup at Indiana
University-Purdue University
Fort Wayne. The Penguins
sent out Tarig Ismail to battle
Drew Lied of the Spartans in
a matchup of the number ones.
Ismail fell to Lied 6-1, 6-3.
Felipe Rosa of the Penguins
lost his singles match to Clark
Richardson 6-1,7-6 (4).

Hill wins three-meter
dive against Horizon
Leaguefoes

Casey Hill won the three-
meter dive in YSU’s Hori-
zon League matchup against
Cleveland State University
and Wright State University on
Saturday. Hill scored a 254.40
and placed first. CSU’s Kacey
Cummings came in second
place, scoring a 238.70. Cum-
mings also placed first in the
one-meter dive with a score of
271.95. Hill placed second in
the one-meter dive, scoring a
261.95. Sophomore Samantha
Roberts placed second in the
200-yard breaststroke, third
in the 100-yard breaststroke
and fourth in the 200 IM.
Freshman Laura Paz came in
second in the 200-yard butter-
fly. Caitlin. Cook placed third
in the same event. Freshman
Megan Ciampa finished fourth
in the 1,000-meter freestyle.
Sophomore Nishani Cicilson
finished fourth in the 50-yard
freestyle. Overall, YSU was
outmatched against CSU,
losing 206-94. YSU also re-
corded a loss to WSU, 202-96.
Y SU will be looking for a vic-
tory at University of Illinois at
Chicago in a dual meet Friday.

Baseball team hosts
fundraiser breakfast

The YSU baseball team
will host its first “First Pitch”
breakfast on Feb. 12 at the Our
Lady of Mount Carmel Church
Banquet Hall in Youngstown.
Doors open at 8:30 a.m., and
the breakfast will begin at
8:45 a.m. The actual program,
which includes a Chinese auc-
tion, a chance to meet players
and a “Home Run” prize, will
start at 9:30 a.m. The Chinese
auction will contain items like
Belleria Pizza gift baskets,
YSU baseball attire and the
chance to throw the first pitch
and hang out in the dugout be-
fore a May 17 baseball game.
Reservations are required. For
more information, contact the
YSU baseball office. If any-
one wants to contribute to the
cause but cannot attend, a $10
sponsorship for a student-ath-
lete’s breakfast can be made.

Feb. 12-VALPO

Feb. 17- @ Detroit
Feb. 19- @Wright State
Feb. 26- @ Cleveland State



