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Transfer 
enrollment up, 
expected to 
improve

YEC under scrutiny, funding future uncertain
Dan Pompili
ASSIST. NEWS EDITOR

On Jan. 25, the Youngstown State University Board 
of Trustees received an update on the status of the 
Youngstown Early College Memorandum of Under­
standing.

Since the December status report on YEC, several 
events have transpired relating to the prospective fu­
ture of the program. YEC’s future at YSU may be in 
question, however, as several financial matters remain 
unresolved.

Perhaps the most prominent factor in the dealings is 
a memorandum signed by YSU President Dr. David C. 
Sweet and Youngstown City Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Wendy Webb.

The memo extends the deadline to March 31 for ei­
ther YSU or YCS to notify the other if it does not wish 
to extend the Early College program beyond May 31.

On Jan. 13, a meeting was held with representatives

from YSU, YCS, Eastern Gateway Community Col­
lege and the Wean Foundation.

At that meeting, YSU Provost Ikram Khawaja, said 
new academic space easements due to impen ding va­
cancies in the current Williamson College of Business 
Administration building will allow for YEC to-remain 
on the YSU campus.

Dr. Laura Meeks of the EGCC said the college is 
prepared to work with partners to support YEC, and 
specifically mentioned the area of academic develop­
ment.

YEC was awarded a bronze ranking from US News 
and World Report in its 2009 list of the nation’s best 
high schools for their education of minority and dis­
advantaged students and how well they are prepared 
for college.

Webb said the YCS Board of Education is 100 per­
cent supportive of the program and its continuation. 
She said she is committed to financial supporit of the
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Josh Stipanovich
NEWS EDITOR

While the economy slowly continues to im­
prove, one would think the number of transfer 
students at Youngstown State University could 
decrease.

That theory has yet to be proven at YSU.
During the fall of 2008, 1,072 transfer ap­

plications were received, and 81 percent of 
those perspective students were accepted. That 
number continued to climb, and during the fall 
semester, 1,212 applications were received, and 
YSU accepted 85 percent of them.

Director of Undergraduate and International 
Admissions Sue Davis said these numbers are 
not going to stop.

“For 2010, we’re above where we were last 
year at this time,” Davis said.

Although transfer applicants have been 
slightly increasing over the past year, there is 
one problem: maintaining those students while 
the economy improves.

Coordinator of Transfers Sharon Mika said 
what the university has to focus on now is pre­
serving what they’ve been able to uphold with 
transfer students.

, “With the economy getting better, colleges 
in general are going to have to do a better job 
at marketing themselves to keep the students 
that they actually have and not allowing them 
to transfer out, and also they’re going to have to 
improve the students’ experience while they’re 
here,” Mika said.

One way to hold that market audience is to 
take advantage of the Western Pennsylvania 
Advantage, which was implemented last year.

Mika said this is an excellent recruiting tool 
for her, and she uses it frequently when trying 
to convince students in western Pennsylvania 
to attend the university.

This is one aspect of her job she loves the 
most. Not only does Mika work as a transfer 
coordinator, but she likes to think of herself as 
a mentor to her transfer students as well.

“The student is everything. The student is 
why I have this job. If I don’t take care of this 
student, I’m not doing my job. I’m not going to 
have this job,” Mika said. “We go above and 
beyond to try and get the questions answered 
for students. That’s not hype. That’s fact.”

The economy isn’t the only reason for the 
success. The abundant amount of universities 
and community colleges in the tri-county area 
play a significant role as well, Davis and Mika 
said.

Mika said Kent State University is the big­
gest feeder school for YSU and vice versa. 
Because of this, students from KSU tend to 
transfer to YSU for a term and then transfer 
back to KSU. She said the same goes for YSU 
students.

Since 2002, 884 students from KSU’s main 
branch and its suburb branches have transferred 
to YSU.

This could lead to a never-ending transfer 
loop trend among students in this area.

Davis said she agrees that this occurs but 
disagreed that the trend is normal.

“I wouldn’t say that’s common. It happens, 
but I wouldn’t say that’s a big trend. It’s not 
abnormal,” Davis said.

She added that students tend to do this be­
cause of proximity between campuses, but she 
doesn’t necessarily think it’s the best route for 
students to take.

“I don’t think it’s a good option to take 
because even though there is an articulation 
agreement and the courses transfer, when you 
get into a major, that may not be the appropriate 
class for that major,” Mika said. “Transferring 
back and forth can be problematic. There’s no 
doubt about that, but those who transfer here 
tend to stay here.”

Mika said students do stay at YSU because 
of there are a number of assistance programs 
that are available, unlike some universities.

PREPARING FOR 
THE FALLS
Rebecca Steh
REPORTER

With ice and snow on campus, 
slips and falls are not far behind. 
The stairs, the ice-coveredl walkways 
and the wet floors even i ndoors can 
become hazardous. The Department 
of Environmental and Occupational 
Health and Safety has released some 
helpful information about how to be 
safe on campus and avoid sliding and 
falling.

Susan Viglione, Associa te Director 
of Environmental and Oc cupational 
Health and Safety, said, “Awareness 
and action are the key components to 
reducing slips and falls.” The Health 
and Safety Department itse lf recom­
mends to “avoid routes thal: have not 
been cleared or appear to lbe glazed 
over.” However, most students real­
ize to get to any number of their class­
es requires walking through less com­
mon areas that may not be a is clear.

Avoiding falls in the w inter can 
start with changing simple things like 
the type of footwear most ap propriate 
for wet grounds.

The department recomir tends al­
ternatives to regular shoes, li ke boots, 
which are more likely to prevent falls 
on rough concrete surfaces whether 
they are wet or dry. Another alterna­
tive to boots would simply be shoes 
with nonskid soles.
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Weather conditions create 
parking, campus chaos
Juliana Hull
NEWS REPORTER

The M-2 parking deck next to 
Cushwa Hall has had complaints 
about piles of snow taking up 
parking spots on the entire top 
level. Along with this problem, 
students are complaining about 
the lack of salt on downhill 
walkways.

“Its obnoxious ... I don’t en­
joy it,” said Heather Vicola, a 
sophomore psychology major.

Junior allied heath science major Courtney Slusher said she is 
sick of being late for class because there are not any available 
parking spots due to the top level being blocked off.

“We are paying to park here. They should do something to have 
more parking; I was late,” she said.

Daniel O’Connell, director of Support Services, said there is a 
very good reason for the top level of M-2 to be blocked off.

“In the morning, we are parking the cars so we block off the top 
levels and fill the lower levels. As the level fills up, we unblock the 
next one,” O’Connell said.

In regards to snow covering the top deck and reducing avail­
able parking spots, O’Connell said the reason is safety.

“It’s very difficult because there is nowhere to put the snow. 
After school hours, we plow the top deck then dump the snow off 
the side of the deck. Our number one concern is safely getting the 
snow off the decks,” O’Connell said.

Support Services usually tries to clear off the tops of M-l and 
M-2 on the weekends or early in the morning, but they make sure 
to clear the surface lots first. O’Connell said Support Services has 
planned out beforehand where to put the piles of snow to mini­
mize the number of parking spaces covered so students shouldn’t 
worry.

“You have to pile the snow somewhere,” O’Connell said.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Miniature bridge 
competition comes 

to Kilcawley 
Center

The third annual Mahon­
ing Valley Miniature Bridge 
Building Competition will be 
held Friday, Feb. 19 from 8 
a.m to 2:30 p.m. in the Chest­
nut Room of Kilcawley Cen­
ter. The yearly competition 
promotes civil engineering 
and features teams of Ma­
honing Valley high school 
students who design and con­
struct balsa wood bridges. The 
event coincides with National 
Engineers Week.

Professors to 
present "Women 
in Judaism and 

Islam"
Dr. Mustansir Mir, YSU 

professor of philosophy and 
religious studies, and Dr. He­
lene Sinnreich, director of the 
YSU Center for Judaic and 
Holocaust Studies, are set to 
present “Studying Judaic and 
Islamic Traditions: Women in 
Judaism and Islam.” The pre­
sentation will be held Wednes­
day at 7 p.m. in the Jones 
Room of Kilcawley Center.

POLICE BRIEFS

Home near campus 
robbed

On Feb. 2, YSU and 
Youngstown police officers 
responded to a home on Ohio 
Avenue after a report of a rob­
bery in progress. The victims 
stated that two males entered 
the house and robbed them at 
gunpoint.

Fire alarm sounds 
at Kilcawley 

House
On Thursday, the 

Youngstown Fire Department 
responded to Kilcawley House 
after a fire alarm was activat­
ed. The building was evacu­
ated. Firemen at the scene de­
termined that a female resident 
using a straightening iron trig­
gered the alarm.

Renting textbooks becoming a popular option for saving cash
Alicia Patillo
REPORTER

The start of a new semester comes 
with the responsibility of finding and pur­
chasing all necessary texts for a slew of 
classes. The hit that textbooks can take 
on a student’s wallet can be astronomical, 
so alternatives are always something stu­
dents take time to investigate. Textbook 
rentals, it seems, have become a popular 
trend with students at Youngstown State 
University looking to save some cash.

The Washington Post has reported 
Chegg.com a leader in this new trend in 
student education. The newspaper said, 
“Chegg.com considers itself to be the 
Netflix of textbook rentals,” and that the 
Web site has reportedly rented 2 million 
books to more than 6,000 schools since 
their national launch in 2007.

Here’s how textbook rental works:

Students find a textbook on the Web site, 
and typically the rental price is half of 
the retail price. After purchase, the stu­
dent receives the book in the mail, uses 
it for the class and then returns the book 
free of charge by the end of the semester. 
The Web site offers a full refund within 
30 days and guaranteed delivery date and 
book quality.

To rent an expensive book for cheap 
seems impossible, but YSU junior Liz 
Agahi has become a believer quickly.

“It’s amazing. When my friend told me 
about it I didn’t believe her,” she said. “I 
rented all my textbooks last fall and this 
spring.”

After paying less than $100 for all her 
rented books from Chegg.com last fall, 
Agahi compared book prices to the YSU 
Bookstore, where her total approximat­
ed $300. She said she was at a “loss for 
words.”

“It’s robbery what the bookstore is do­

ing. I saved $200,” Agahi said.
For senior Sarah Liggi, Chegg.com 

and other Web sites like BookRenter 
and CampusBookRentals have saved her 
money.

“I always have a difficult time when 
it comes to buying textbooks, but after 
renting my books, I have saved so much 
money,” Liggi said.

Sophomore Steve Chappmann agrees 
that textbooks are far too expensive and 
that renting is the best option.

“Books are so expensive. YSU doesn’t 
always buy my books back, renting is 
cheap and I don’t care about getting the 
money back,” Chappmann said.

Though senior Jasmine Price prefers 
OhioLINK instead of Chegg.com, she 
said they both “get the job done.”

“At OhioLINK I rent books for free; 
it’s like a worldwide library. It’s great, but 
if OhioLINK does not have it, I use the 
next best thing: Chegg.com,” Price said.

SGA addresses concerns of members, students and YSU PD
Andrea DeMart
REPORTER

At the Youngstown State University Student Government As­
sociation meeting held Monday, facilities engineer Ralph Mor- 
rone addressed concerns brought to him by students, SGA mem­
bers and campus police.

Their main concern was campus lighting. Students have com­
plained that there are too many dark areas and they feel uncom­
fortable walking around campus during the evening and night
hours. . .

Morrone said the facilities department is looking to put up 
LED lighting around campus. The orange lights now in use

are comprised of underground conduit wiring; switching to the 
white LED lighting will help reduce utility payments and keep
tuition costs down.

After comparing the Gmail and Live@EDU e-mail systems, 
the University Affairs Committee has decided to support YSU 
and its efforts in working with Microsoft and Live@EDU as the 
new e-mail system for the university. The committee feels this 
system will be in the best interests of YSU students.

The ad hoc committee designated to handle the Haiti reliel 
effort is working to finalize the details of the fundraising event. A 
banquet and raffle will be held at end of March or in early April. 
The committee is working to provide big-ticket items as well as 
speakers and dinner entertainment for the event. All donations 
raised will go to the American Red Cross.

BREAKING NEWS 
BLOGS 
VIDEO

JAMBAR STAFF

6 must-know nutrition facts for college students
ooin ic <-»f the R vitamins. It's important to intake

Coupon
MCT

The dreaded Freshmen-15 is real.
Legend has it freshmen college students gain 15 pounds in 

their first term. Fact is this is no legend. Going to college doesn t 
just mean changing schools, it means changing lifestyles.

Folic acid is one of the B vitamins. It's important to intake 0.4 
me of folate a day, especially for women in their child-bearing 
years. Folate reduces birth defects by regulating DNA synthesis 
and cell division. It's also needed for normal red blood cell syn­
thesis. Folic acid can be found in green, leafy vegetables, orange 
juice and fortified breakfast cereals.

3 Get your daily servings of fruits and vegetables 
I know it seems like fresh fruits and vegetables are more ex­

pensive than other grocery store items, but they really aren t. Buy 
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This, combined with bad dining hall food, dorm-room junk tood, 
endless frat parties with bottomless kegs and a slowing metabo­
lism, inevitably leads to one thing _ weight gain.

Gaining a few pounds isn't the only thing you need to woip' 
about, though. Without home-cooking, you'll probably lack the 
necessary nutrients your body needs to thrive. On the bright side,
it's possible to stay healthy in college.

By adapting the following tips to your current lifestyle, you 
can make healthy changes that aren’t so over-beanng you wont 
be able to stick with them.

1. You need calcium
Consume about 1,000 mg of calcium daily. Women are at 

higher risk of developing osteoporosis, a disease which decreas­
es bone density. This develops gradually with age, but adequate 
calcium intake reduces the risk. Bone density accumulated when 
vou're young is all you'll have for the rest of your life, so make 
sure your bones are as strong as they can be. One eight-ounce 
glass of milk has about 300 mg, so drinking three glasses of milk 
a day will provide all the calcium you need. Other foods that are 
high in calcium include yogurt and cheese. Low-fat dairy prod­
ucts have as much calcium as whole-fat products.

2. You need folic acid

cost less. Even if they do cost a little more than a bag of chips 
ditch out on the junk food because fruits and vegetables are much 
more nutrient-dense.

4. Be active .
Half an hour of moderate physical activity on most days is

recommended to stay healthy. However, longer and more rigor­
ous activities can provide greater health benefits. You're prob­
ably paying a fee to use the student recreation center, so you 
might as well take advantage of that. Plus, it’s a great way to
meet people.

5. Lose a pound a week
One pound equals about 3,500 calories, so reduce your calo­

ries by 500 each day and, by the end of the week, you will drop 
a pound. However, instead of dropping 500 calories from your 
diet, try dropping 250 and working off the other 250 at the cam­
pus recreation center. This way you're not starving yourself and 
you can get your recommended amount of activity each day.

6. Eat right in the dining hall
Keep these concepts in mind when choosing foods, whether 

it's in the dining hall or at home. Developing these habits now 
will help to continue a healthy life-style in the future.

CONTACT THE JAMBAR
E-MAIL.....................editor@thejambar.com
FAX....................................... 330-941-2322
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program and its continuation. She said she is 
committed to financial support of the staff and 
operating expenses that total $405,000.

Webb also said YCS has established a foun­
dation that will contribute funding to YEC. The 
Wean Foundation offered additional support 
from foundations and granting agencies unspeci-
fied. .

Concerns were raised at the meeting about 
a five-year plan and contract proposed by YEC 
that included, among other items, a model to re­
duce the tuition costs for both YSU and YCS.

For the 2009-2010 year, YEC funding was 
calculated based upon a $290 per student tuition 
cost that amounted to $685,000. That amount has 
been split 51-49 between YSU and YCS, with 
YSU paying the lesser portion. That amounts 
to $349,000 for YCS and $336,000 for YSU. 
YSU’s portion is paid from unrestricted scholar­
ship funds.

The new model would reduce the cost per 
student to $90, thus lowering the costs for both 
parties. The justification for the reduced cost is 
that YEC students consume YSU services at a 
significantly reduced level compared to average 
full-time college students. Not only do YEC stu­
dents enroll in lower-division courses, but they 
also take fewer credit hours.

The new model would reduce the total cost 
to $213,000, with YSU paying the lesser share 
at $104,000 and YCS providing the majority at

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9,2010

$109,000. The report of the meeting said that 
both parties are seeking additional external fund­
ing to reduce those costs even further.

The frustration at the meeting stemmed from 
concerns that the financial issues have remained 
unresolved for an extended period, and the board 
has expended considerable time to YEC-related 
issues, which detracts from addressing normal 
university concerns.

Trustee and former state senator Harry 
Meshel said that YSU has also had to take addi­
tional monies from the scholarship fund to com­
pensate for YCS financial shortfalls.

“It was a few hundred thousand the last 
time,” he said. “We’ve dipped into that a couple 
of times, and I don’t know that we ve ever paid 
it bsck ”

Meshel said that while he believes all stu­
dents should have an opportunity at college and 
the YEC program is important, he feels YSU’s 
primary focus should remain with the training of 
college students in areas where jobs exist. Meshel 
cited science and technology specifically.

“We don’t focus enough on the students of 
YSU, “ he said.

Meshel added that any help YCS can get 
“will be welcomed,” but finished by saying that 
“the troubled record that the Youngstown school 
system’s got is not something we can overturn 
overnight at YSU.”
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When it comes to walking 
indoors, snow can be tracked 
in easily, creating slippery 
floors. The department rec­
ommends a couple of ways to 
avoid falling: “Walking with 
the feet pointed slightly out­
ward,” and “Make wide turns 
at comers.” It is also good to 
report extremely wet halls to 
help other students and facul­
ty members avoid slippery ar­
eas, around comers especially, 
which they may not see.

The most important thing 
to remember when walking 
in the winter is pretty much 
the same as driving. Be cau­
tious and aware of hazardous 
conditions. Viglione stated, 
“My number one recommen­
dation, which is applicable in 
many situations, is to focus 
on where you’re going, what 
you’re doing, and what lies 
ahead.” This is the best way 
to avoid falling and to enjoy 
the winter season.
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“Here at YSU, with regard 
to the parent’s perspective, we 
offer so much more remedia­
tion, we offer so much more 
help [and] there’s no reason a 
student should fail at YSU,” 
Mika said.

While KSU has played a 
significant role in the past, the 
consortium program agree­
ment between YSU and many 
of the community colleges 
in Northeast Ohio is also a 
reason for the continued im­
provement, Davis said.

The partnerships between 
schools are what appeal to 
transfer students who are ma­
joring in either criminal jus­
tice or allied health at YSU 
because they are able to com­
plete certain courses without 
having to physically attend 
YSU.

“The consortium agree­
ments with the Cleveland 
schools, Loraine County

Community College, Cuya­
hoga Community College, 
Lakeland and now Eastgate 
[Community College,] are 
integral to our transfer pro­
gram,” Mika said. “It would 
be a dramatic effect [if these 
schools weren’t here or in 
agreement with YSU.]”

But Davis said attending 
more than two schools at once 
is unlikely.

And since 2002, Cuyahoga 
Community College, Lorain 
Community College, Butler 
Community College, Jeffer­
son Community College and 
Lakeland Community College 
have attributed to 346 transfer 
students to YSU.

“I think YSU in on the 
verge of doing something re­
ally great,” Mika said.

Additional reporting by 
Christine Keeling.

Smile...

HOUSING

GOT HOUSE?
Chris has nice 4-5 bedroom 
homes available for 
your group. All utilities, 
appliances, ADT, plus cable 
& internet. From $385.00 
per person. Call Chris to 
arrange your tour 330-743- 
7368.

Quiet 1-BR apartment 
next to YSU. All-student 
complex. LV Rm, kitchen 
with refrigerator and stove, 
BR with large walk-in closet 
and full bath. MOVE-IN 
SPECIAL available now!
Call 330-506-0104.

For Rent Near YSU 
1 bedroom apartment 
$200.00 plus utilities 
available now. Also taking 
applications for rental come 
June for 1-3 bedroom 
apartments or houses. 
Information call 330-743- 
3887

6 month leases available 
12 month lease-1 free 
month, 18 month lease-2 
free months
2-4 bedroom townhomes 
from $595/month 
1 bedroom apartments from 
$425/month
Monticello-apartments.net
330-759-9478.

HELP WANTED

BAR HELP NEEDED 
Apply in person between 
2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
at Giacchetta’s, 3310 
Mahoning Avenue. 
Westside - Youngstown

Looking for student 
entrepreneurs to launch 
new energy drink. 
614-888-7502 or 
gailwallsoffice@gmail.com.

OTHER

Textbooks bought and 
sold, new and used, online 
buybacks. Buy, sell, rent 
at cheapbooks.com 260- 
399-6111, espanol 212-380- 
1763, urdu/hindi/punjabi 
713-429-4981, see site for 
other support lines.

PLACE YOUR AD 
IN THE JAMBAR 

CLASSIFIEDS

QUEST 2010
A  F O R U M  F O R  5 T U D E M T  

S C H O L A R S H I P  I S
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www.ysu .edu/quest
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sNOw problem
RELATED STORY
Winter, page 1

I
The Jambar

EDITORIAL BOARD

Call it snowmageddon, snowpocalypse 
or the end of the world, but winter has turned 
on full-blast over Northeast Ohio and the en­
tire Mid-Atlantic region.

Over the weekend, the regions encoun­
tered a snowstorm that dumped more than 
20 inches of snow in some areas.

Like it or not, we’re going to have class 
during subpar weather conditions. The roads 
will be icy, wind chills will be unbearable 
and sidewalks will be slippery. Grounds 
should be commended on trying to make the 
best pathways possible on campus, as well 
as Support Services with their work on the 
parking lots.

Granted, we’d all love for the parking lots 
to be clear, but with almost a record snow­
fall, any clear spots should be good enough 
to park and walk across the street to campus. 
Upon arriving to a snow-blanketed campus 
Monday, a number of students complained 
of the snow piles throughout the parking 
decks and lots.

What most students do not realize is that 
while we were all sleeping in our warm beds 
early Monday morning, crews on campus 
were working overtime to make campus 
less hazardous so classes could continue as 
usual.

After all, conditions could always be 
worse, yielding a better result for all of us: 
staying home and being safe. And we hope 
that if conditions do worsen, as expected this 
week, we can be woken up at 7 a.m. by that 
YSU Alert message: “Classes for today have 
been canceled.”

— ABitJT-THi JAM BAR—
Since being founded by Burke Lyden in 1931, 

The Jambar has won nine Associated Collegiate 
Press Honors. The Jambar is published twice 
weekly during the fall and spring semesters and 
weekly during summer sessions. Mail subscrip­
tions are $25 per academic year. Additional cop­
ies of The Jambar are $1 each.

OUR SIDE POLICY
The editorial board that writes Our Side edi­

torials consists of the editor-in-chief, managing 
editor and news editor. These opinion pieces are 
written separately from news articles and draw on 
the opinions of the entire writing staff. The Jam­
bar’s business manager and non-writing staff do 
not contribute to editorials, and the adviser does 
not have final approval.

YOUR SIDE POLICY

The Jambar encourages letters to the editor. E- 
mail submissions are welcome at editor@thejam- 
bar.com. Letters should concern campus issues, 
must be typed and must nqt exceed 400 words. 
Submissions must include the writer’s name and 
telephone number for verification and the writer’s 
city of residence for printing. Letters are subject to 
editing for spelling, grammar and clarity. The edi­
torial board reserves the right to reject commen­
taries that are libelous or that don’t defend opin­
ion with facts from reliable sources. The editorial 
board will request a rewrite from the submitting 
writer based on these requirements.

Letters will not be rejected based on the view 
expressed in them. Letters may be rejected if they 
are not relevant to Jambar readers, seek free pub­
licity or if the editorial staff decides the subject 
has been sufficiently aired. The Jambar will not 
print letters that libelous, threatening, obscene or 
indecent. The Jambar does not withhold the names 
of writers of letters or guest commentaries.

The views and opinions expressed in letters 
and commentaries on the opinion page do not 
necessarily reflect those of The Jambar staff. Edi­
torials do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 
the faculty, staff or administration of Youngstown 
State University.
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End of the road for Mars rover
Miami Herald
MCT

Oh mighty Spirit, you soared 
over a mountain as tall as the 
Statue of Liberty and outlived 
your predicted demise by five 
years and nine months. You 
sent reams of useful data and 
illuminating images back to us 
Earthlings while you chugged 
sturdily through plains and pla­
teaus, enduring the harshest of 
winters and cruelest of sum­
mers on Mars.

But now, you're stuck in a 
sand pit. A lowly outcome for a 
plucky contraption that looks a 
bit like the loveable waste-col­
lecting robot WALL-E. While 
your brother rover Opportunity 
continues sallying forth, you 
will remain mired, still relaying 
back intriguing information on 
the mysterious Red Planet.

Your handlers at NASA have 
striven mightily to free you, but 
they tossed in the towel in Janu­
ary. But NASA's got nothing to

be ashamed of in this space ex­
ploration endeavor. The presi­
dent's NASA budget proposal 
may deal Florida a blow a topic 
to discuss another today. Today 
is your day, Spirit. You and Op­
portunity are two of the agency's 
great achievements.

Parachuted to opposite ends 
of the Mars equator in 2004, 
you two rovers were expected 
to last all of three months. In­
stead, here you are six years 
later alive and well, if, in your 
case, no longer mobile.

Thanks to you we now know 
that water once flowed on the 
Martian surface. By drilling 
into rocks and peeking into cra­
ters the two of you have given 
us a clearer picture of what our 
extraterrestrial neighbor is like.

We salute you, Spirit, and 
your brother, Opportunity. Your 
intrepid exploration and amaz­
ing endurance are tributes to the 
ingenuity of your creators and 
the faith of the taxpayers who 
underwrote your fantastic jour­
ney.

The views o f this syndicated artist do not necessarily agree with those o f The Jambar.

Attack unemployment
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
MCT

President Barack Obama wants to spend $100 billion to stimu­
late the nation's economy even as the federal deficit soars and the 
nation's long-term fiscal outlook increasingly looks grim.

But in a time of persistent unemployment, it has to be done.
The economy shows signs of life output was up more than 5 

percent in the fourth quarter and a leading index of manufacturing 
is climbing but unemployment remains chronically high.

Nationally, 10 percent of the labor force was out of a job in De­
cember, and the rate of underemployed is much higher 17.3 percent 
nationwide.

It's clear to us that Obama's focus must be helping to get people 
working, and the final bill should include these elements:

A public service jobs program: It perhaps could be modeled on 
the Comprehensive Employment and Training Act from the 1970s 
or the Job Training Partnership Act from the 1980s. Both programs 
combined training with employment. The programs should be stop­
gaps until the economy starts to produce jobs at a faster clip.,

Small business help: Obama is asking Congress to divert $30 
billion of bailout money that the big banks have repaid to commu­
nity banks for small business loans. The idea has merit but hinges 
on the ability of banks to find qualified borrowers who want the 
money. A survey of senior loan officers by the Federal Reserve 
Board, released Monday, found that demand for credit by small 
businesses continued to weaken in the last three months of 2009. 
The president also has proposed two other, more promising, ideas: 
eliminating capital gains taxes on small-business investment and 
raising the limit oh Small Business Administration loans from $2 
million to $5 million.

Job creation tax credit: Obama wants to give employers a $5,000 
tax credit for every new worker hired during 2010. The credit could 
help push some businesses into the hiring market, but if orders don't 
justify taking on the cost of new employees, a tax credit isn't likely 
to be enough. Still, a carefully crafted plan is worth a try.

Other aid: The bill should include extensions of unemployment 
benefits and more aid to the states. Without that aid, states will 
likely make even deeper budget cuts, including massive layoffs of 
workers and that hits the private economy hard.

There are no quick fixes, and there is only so much the govern­
ment can do. Unemployment will likely remain high throughout 
2010. But Congress and the president must keep trying to juice the 
job market.

Hi. I'm winter.
Have we met?

Melissa Mary Smith
COLUMNIST

I have a little bit of information 
to share with everyone reading this 
week’s column: Right now, it’s win­
ter.

Winter is known as a season and 
happens once a year.

You see, during the wintertime 
in many states like Ohio and several 
countries around the world, it’s some­
times cold and snowy.

Anyone who has a pulse can un­
derstand the dynamics and intricacies 
of seasons.

Despite this common knowledge, 
all I’ve heard in the past few days are 
people complaining about winter as if 
it’s some new, magical concept.

Yes, the snowstorm on Friday was 
horrendous; my car got stuck in the 
driveway and I had to dedicate an 
hour the next day to shovel it out.

Thanks to the snow, I’ve now de­
veloped biceps so large that they can 
smite any man who comes near me.

Even though Friday’s blizzard (I 
feel embarrassed using that word) 
was a pain and made the roads treach­
erous, I truly feel that in the realm of 
Ohio’s winter, we’ve had it pretty 
easy.

Sure, over the years it’s been bitter 
cold and YSU has closed a few times, 
but I think we need to toughen up and 
stop constantly griping about how 
awful the weather is.

The Inuit people and others who 
live in cold climates put up with these 
freezing and dangerous conditions 
year-round and you don’t hear them 
complaining.

So instead of spending your time 
pointing out all of the downsides of 
winter, try doing something construc­
tive like exercising.

Or shoveling my driveway for 
me.

I’d do it myself, but it’s too damn 
cold outside.

WHAT D O  Y O U  THINK?
S E N D  U S  AIM E -M A IL .

T H E J A M B A R @ O M A I L . C O M 106 ON FOR DIE LA T EST .
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"Sh u tter Is lan d "  (Feb. 19): Legendary  
director Martin Scorsese takes a much 
anticipated U-turn in his career as he 
directs a prison thrilter based upon 
the novel of the same name by Dennis 
Lehane. The film has been delayed for 
some time, but early word points to a 
box office success. Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Scorseses recent muse, heads the a ll-  
star cast.

"Alice in Wonderland" (March 5): I f  you saw 
"Avatar," you more than likely saw the trailer for the 
upcoming "Alice in Wonderland." Johnny Depp stars 
as the Mad Hatter, in what looks to be one of his 
loopiest roles. Tim Burton, who has directed Depp 
many times, will bring a new vision to this fantasy 
story, which will also be shown in 3-D come March.

Lamar Salter
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
EDITOR

While Feb. , 14 usually 
involves cards, candy and 
socially awkward romantic 
moments, this Sunday will 
be adding a culturally impor­
tant celebration to the holiday 
mix.

As one of the most signifi­
cant holidays in Chinese cul­
ture, the Chinese New Year 
is a multiple-day festival that 
emphasizes peace, luck and 
family heritage.

Once regarded as cultur­
ally exclusive, the holiday has 
reached far across the globe as 
Chinese culture expands and 
cities like New York City, Los 
Angeles and London will be 
lit up with fireworks and other 
Chinese festivities.

In terms of longevity 
though, the holiday is different 
from the mainland, which usu­

ally has a 15-day celebration, 
while places outside China 
traditionally hold a weeklong 
celebration.

Besides oriental food and 
fireworks, some special 
traditions of the include 
red envelopes, which 
are monetary gifts giv­
en during holidays, and 
the Lantern Festival in 
which children carry 
paper lanterns with 
riddles written for other 
children to solve.

Xiaolou Yang, as­
sociate professor at 
Youngstown State Uni­
versity and member 
of the Chinese Asso­
ciation of the Greater 
Youngstown Area, 
talked about the role of 
Chinese New Year and 
its importance to Chi­
nese culture.

“It is the biggest fes­
tival of the year,” Yang 
said. “It is very family

oriented.”
Yang said that more tradi­

tional Chinese people celebrat­
ed at home with family, in com­
parison to Thanksgiving, while

MCT CAMPUS IMAGE

followed more closely to the 
American New Year with fes­
tivals and traveling.

CAGYA will be having 
its own celebratory dinner on 
Saturday in New Castle, Pa., 
at the First Assembly of God 
Church.

Grace Chan, president of 
CAGYA, said the celebration 
would include traditional Chi­
nese clothing, food and perfor­
mances.

In its second year at The 
New Castle Church of God, 
Chan said they picked that lo­
cation for their events because 
of its “large size and availabil­
ity.” The dinner was hosted at 

YSU years earlier, 
but Chan said YSU 
was not an option 
this year.

“YSU was not 
available this year 
for our date, but we 
do hope to return 
soon,” Chan said. 
Her hopes to cel­

ebrate at YSU are shared by 
Yulanda McCarty-Harris, the 
Director of the Department of 
Equal Opportunity and Diver­
sity.

“We are definitely willing 
to work with them,” Harris 
said.

With messages of peace 
and love, Yang said that the 
holiday welcomes “the spring 
season” and emphasizes “hope 
and luck” for the Chinese peo­
ple.

“It is a time to look forward 
and celebrate another year 
alive,” Yang said.

The year 2010 marks the 
Year of the Tiger. The Year of 
the Tiger is the third symbol of 
the 12 animal symbols of the 
Chinese Zodiac.

People bom between spe­
cific years, the most recent 
being 1986 to 1987, fall under 
The Year of The Tiger and are 
described in traditional Chi­
nese astrology as lucky, en­
gaging and brave.

"Iron Man 2" (May 7): The first 
major sequel of the summer 
movie season comes with "Iron 
Man 2." Robert Downey Jr. is 
back to play billionaire playboy/ 
superhero Tony Stark who must 
pursue a love interest and 
battle multiple villains. There is 
no reason why this cant be as 
good or better than the first 
installment. Mickey Rourke, Don 
Cheadle and Scarlett Johansson 
are all new cast members, which 
should elevate the material. This 
franchise will remain a hit as 
long as it has the ever-charm ing  
and likable Downey at the helm.

JU N E  i n

"Toy Story 3" (June 18): 
Pixar can do no wrong, 
and this will be their 
yearly hit. I t s  been a long 
time since the second 
"Toy Story," and all of 
the regulars are back. 
Since both previous "Toy 
Story" films fared well, 
this third installment may 
end up being P ixars most 
successful film. Look for 
youngsters and adults to 
take part in the summer 
fun.

"Inception" (July 16):
W ant to know why you 
haven't heard of Batman 
since "The Dark Knight"? 
I t s  because director Chris 
Nolan has been making 
this sci-fi mindbender. 
Leonardo DiCaprio, Joseph  
Gordon-Levitt, Ellen Page 
and many others star in 
what looks to be a trippy 
and brainy action flick. 
W ritten by Nolan himself, 
"Inception" has kept itself 
in the dark about its plot. 
Only the teaser trailer 
revealed bits and pieces 
of the probable euphoria 
viewers may have after  
seeing this film.



Dr. Stephen Ausmann dances with students during a session of Rhythmic Movement for Children, a human performance and exercise science course

Learning step by step
Course helps Physical Education majors find teaching rhythm

"We have a good 
time. I think at 
first they come and 
are like 'This ;

because it's ail 
, but after 

about one or two 
days they were 
totally into it.

ideal for certain age groups.
Sophomore Brandon Wick said 

he enjoys Ausmann’s approach to 
teaching.

“I actually look forward to it. It’s 
fun and I laugh a lot,” he said. “But 
I’m also able to understand better 
by stepping into someone else’s 
shoes.”

When asked what he hopes his 
students will learn from his class, 
Ausmann said, “I hope they devel­
op, first of all, positive self-esteem 
that they can move rhythmically no 
matter what their experiences were 
like as children. Also the skills to 
teach, I’m hoping they gain their 
own pedagogy of how to teach.”

Students taking Ausmann’s class 
should expect to get in touch with 
their inner child. Wick offered ad­
vice to prospective students.

“Just participate and have fun 
with it,” he said. “It’s enjoyable and 
you’re learning how to relate better 
to your future students.”

pleased by the positive response he 
receives.

“We have a good time,” Aus­
mann said. “I . think at first they 
come and are like, ‘This guy, what’s 
he doing?’ because it’s all foreign, 
but after about one or two days they 
were totally into it.”

Scott Fabry, a freshman student 
in the class, said his thoughts after 
the first day of class were something 
similar to, “What did I sign up for?” 
However, after just a few sessions 
Fabry changed his mind about the 
course.

“I would recommend this class 
to anyone; it’s probably the most 
fun I’ve had in a class here at YSU,” 
he said.

Ausmann’s unique approach 
to teaching allows his Rhythmic 
Movement for Children students 
to step into the shoes of their own 
potential students. He takes them 
through different activities and ex­
plains why certain activities are

Lindsey Shaffer
REPORTER

Songs, dances, rhymes and 
games. Dr. Stephen Ausmann’s stu­
dents do it all. With a greeting of 
“Good Morning Kindergartners!” 
Ausmann uses a unique approach to 
get through to his college students.

Ausmann is the instructor of 
Rhythmic Movement for Children, 
a human performance and exercise 
science course at Youngstown State 
University. The course is designed 
to teach physical education majors 
how to interact with future students 
of all age groups.

Ausmann’s goal is to get his stu­
dents to find their own rhythm. “It’s 
that whole self-esteem, ‘I’m com­
fortable enough in my own skin,’ 
that I can teach this,”’ he said.

With a male majority in his class­
es, Ausmann said his students may 
be wary at first, but in the end he is

Dr. Stephen Ausmann
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TONIGHT
RockBand Tuesdays
8 p.m. 
Slim s Bar & Grille 
21 +

The Guilty Pleasures
10 p.m. 
Cedars Lounge

Open Stage at Barleys
10 p.m.
Barleys

WEDNESDAY
Sweaty Betty Blues Band
8 p.m. 
Five Points Wine & Bar 
21 +

Karaoke with live band
9 p.m. 
McMenamy s 
21 +

Lip-Sync for Your Life
10 p.m. 
Utopia 
21 +

YSUnily looks to lip-dub video to 
get group more views on campus

Y S I L ^ f
Richard Queale
REPORTER

If you’ve visited YouTube in the 
past few months, then you’ve most 
likely run across lip-dub videos. They 
have become an Internet sensation, 
and high schools and colleges around 
the world have wasted no time devel­
oping their own.

For those who don’t know what a 
lip dub is, it’s a music video that com­
bines lip-synching and audio dub­
bing.

YSUnity, a student organization 
at Youngstown State University that 
promotes the awareness of issues 
relating to lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, questioning, inter-sex 
students and their allies, has decided 
to make a viral video. The event has 
been named Project Lip dub and is 
run by YSUnity Vice President Nick 
Iacobucci.

After weeks of consideration, 
YSUnity members have decided to 
use Blue October’s “Jump Rope” for 
their lip dub. Iacobucci said the lip 
dub will be filmed April 5 at the M-l 
parking deck, the pedestrian bridge 
and Kilcawley Center.

Lip-dub videos have been popu­
lar online lately with many receiving 
millions of views and even garnering 
media coverage.

The University of Quebec-Montre-

al’s communications department did a 
lip dub to the Black Eyed Peas’ song 
“I Got a Feeling” in 2009. More than 
172 students were involved in the lip 
dub, and since its debut on YouTube 
it has received more than 4.5 million 
views.

YSUnity hopes the event will have 
similar success on the YSU campus 
and help draw more attention to the 
group.

“We’re basically trying to get 
widely noticed on campus,” Iacobuc­
ci said. “That is our main focus.”

YSUnity will be holding sign-ups 
for Project Lip dub all month and will 
have tables set up in Kilcawley Center 
on Feb. 18 and 26. Also, anyone who 
can’t make it to Kilcawley Center on 
those days can go to

http: //www .y su .edu/stu_org/y sunity / 
ysunity_0D7.htm and fill out a form.

YSUnity encourages individuals, 
groups and organizations to take part 
in this event.

“Our sign-ups are open to anyone 
interested,” Iacobucci said. “We are 
aiming to get other student organiza­
tions and individuals to join the lip 
dub.”

YSUnity President Javonne La- 
Fontaine said the group holds meet­
ings in Kilcawley Center’s Cochran 
Room on Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m.

“If people want to participate, we 
are very open and welcoming to any­
one that can contribute to our meet­
ings,” LaFontaine said. “Our overall 
goal is to make YSU’s campus a more 
understanding and safer place.
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VANCE COOKSEY
POSITION: Guard
YEAR: Junior
HOMETOWN: Chicago, lit. 
PPG: 5.7
RPG: 2.4
APG: 2
FG%: 447

in the 200-meter run. She | 
finished first in the 60-meter 
dash at the Tom Wright Clas­
sic in Bowling Green.

On the men’s side, a key 
component to the success of 
the Penguins is Aaron Mer- 
ril. Merrill, a top-30 thrower 
in the nation, has placed in 
the top five in every event 
this season. Merrill will be a 
key component on the men’s 
side to try to dethrone the 
champion, the University of 
Milwaukee-Wisconsin, at
the Horizon League indoor 
championships.

“It’s going to be a chal­
lenge to compete on the 
men’s side because we have 
a bunch of redshirt fresh­
man,” Gorby said.

Gorby said the new in­
door facility would be a key 
equalizer to re-establishing 
dominance on the women’s 
and men’s sides. The women 
and men finished second to 
the Milwaukee Panthers in 
the indoor season. The Pan­
thers are the only team to 
have an indoor facility for 
track and field. Gorby said 
oncd the Penguins get the 
facility, it would be a fairer 
fight to the top of the indoor 
standings.

ing tear,” Gorby said of the 
senior.

Blase broke the mile re­
cord at the Penn State Nation­
al, which features a heavy- 
hitting field of elite runners 
from all around the country. 
Former Penguin Emily Cice­
ro held the previous mile re­
cord at 5:01.41 for six years. 
Blase bested the time with a 
mile run of 5:00.99.

Gorby says Blase has 
trimmed a significant amount 
of time off her mile run since 
she’s been a Penguin. Gorby 
pointed out that when Blase 
was a freshman, she ran a 
mile time of 5:14. She now 
runs a time of almost five 
minutes flat.

Gorby strongly feels 
Blase will hold every single 
Penguin record.

“She’s one of the best 
long-distance runners this 
program has ever seen, 
Gorby said. “You have to be 
dedicated to run 10, 12, 14 
miles on your own or with 
teammates in this kind of 
weather to be that good.

Another key athlete on the 
women’s side is freshman 
Symona Gregory. Gregory 
has posted times of 7.97 in 
the 60-meter dash and 25.95

Keith Langford Jr.
SPORTS EDITOR

As the Horizon League In­
door Track and Field Cham­
pionships draw nearer, the 
Youngstown State Univer­
sity track and field teams try 
to run and throw their way to 
an indoor championship.

Head coach Brian Gorby 
said trying to win the indoor 
title on the women’s side of 
the equation wouldn’t be 
easy. A couple of key compo­
nents are being redshirted to 
preserve the outdoor and next 
season rosters such as senior 
Alisha Anthony, last season’s 
Horizon League Most Out­
standing Field Performer. 
She also has two more years 
of eligibility remaining for 
the outdoor season.

Thrower Danielle Curry 
is also sitting out this indoor 
season. Curry was a key com­
ponent for the Penguins in the 
2009 Horizon League wom­
en’s indoor championship.

Senior Lauren Blase will 
be one of the athletes the 
women’s team will rely on 
to win the Horizon League 
indoor crown.

“She’s on a record-break­

"She's [Blase] one of the best long-distance 
runners this program has ever seen.

Brian Gorby, head coach

HORIZON LEAGUE

NCAA TOP 25

PENGUIN SPOTLIGHT
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As the snow continues to 
fall this winter, students look 
to the slopes for skiing, snow­
boarding and other outdoor 
activities. In a recession, how­
ever, such activities can put a 
strain on pocketbooks. To help 
ease these financial woes, sev­
eral businesses now offer dis­
counts to college students.

Peak’n Peek Resort and Spa 
in Findley Lake, N.Y., holds a 
College ID Night where lift 
tickets are discounted after 4 
p.m. for students with valid 
college identification.

“You have to go to the main 
ticket office to purchase it, and 
it’s for a night lift pass,” said 
Peak’n Peek employee Nikki 
Cerrie. “It’s $25 and it’s nor­
mally $34, so you’re getting a 
deal.”

The lift ticket includes the 
price of using the ski lift until 
10 p.m. when the park closes. 
Customers would still have 
to rent skis or snowboards, or 
have the option of using the 
tubing hill that is located in the 
park.

Located in Ellicottville, 
N.Y., Holiday Valley offers 
college discount nights from 
Sundays through Thursdays. 
Customer service representa­
tive Adam Boe said college 
students receive $5 off a lift 
ticket from 4 to 10 p.m. Holi­
day Valley offers skiing, snow- 
boarding and tubing, as well as 
lessons.

For something a little differ­
ent, Cleveland Metroparks fea­
tures Chalet Toboggan Chutes. 
The chutes are open from the 
day after Thanksgiving to the 
first week in March; snow 
is not needed for the chutes 
to operate. According to the 
Cleveland Metroparks’ voice 
messaging system, tickets are 
$8 for adults and toboggans are 
provided. Each toboggan can 
hold up to four riders. Tobog­
gans are propelled down two 
twin refrigerated ice chutes. 
Season passes and group dis­
counts are available.

Additionally, for those who 
aren’t the thrill-seeking type, 
the Ice Zone in Boardman 
holds open ice-skating time 
several days of the week. Al­
though the Ice Zone does not 
offer a discount to college stu- 

' dents, it offers $3 ice-skating 
on Sundays, including skate 
rentals, from either 1 to 3 p.m. 
or 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.

ICE ZONE
O rtH  SKATE HOURS
Tuesday, February 9
Noon -2:00 p.m.

Wednesday, February
Noon -2:00 p.m.

Thursday, February 11
Noon -2:00 p.m.

Friday, February 12
Noon -2:00 p.m.

10 MICHIGAN STATE

11 WISCONSIN 

12TENNESSEE

13 OHIO STATE

14 TEXAS
15 NEW MEXICO

16 GONZAGA
17 BRIGHAM YOUNG

18 BUTLER

19 NORTHERN IOWA

20 GEORGIA TECH

21 TEMPLE

22 VANDERBILT

23 UNLV

24 BAYLOR

25 PITTSBURGH

M E N ’S B A S K ETB A LL
Feb. 11 BUTLER
Feb. 13 VALPARAISO

Feb. 15 @ Milwaukee

Feb. 20 @ ESPN
BracketBuster

Feb. 25 WRIGHT STATE

Feb. 27 DETROIT

Mar. 2 Horizon League
Tournament
First Round

Mar. 5 Horizon League
Tournament
Quarterfinals

W O M EN ’S B A S K ETB A LL
Feb. 11 @ Butler
Feb. 13 ©Valparaiso
Feb. 20 CLEVELAND STATE 
Feb. 25 WRIGHT STATE 
Feb. 27 DETROIT
Mar. 4 @ Green Bay
Mar. 6 @ Milwaukee
Mar. 8 Horizon League

Tournament 
First Round

SW IMMING &  DIVING
Feb. 24-27 Horizon League 

Championships

INDOOR TRAC K  &  FIELD
Feb. 12-13 @ Akron Invitational 
Feb. 19 @ Zips Invitational
Feb. 20 @ Kent State

7-11:00 p.m.

Saturday, Februaryl3
2-4:00 p.m.
4:30-6:30 p.m. 
7:30-11:00 p.m.

Winter 
sports 
can cure 
cabin
fever
Chelsea Miller
SPORTS REPORTER

Feb. 27-28 @ Horizon League 
Championships 

Mar. 5-6 @ Alex Wilson
Invitational 

Mar. 13-14 NCAA
Track and Field 
Championships

1 #18 BUTLER
2 CLEVELAND STATE
3 GREEN BAY
4 WRIGHT STATE
5 DETROIT
6 VALPARAISO
7 MILWAUKEE
8 LOYOLA (IL)
9 YOUNGSTOWN STATE
10 UIC

1 KANSAS

2 SYRACUSE

3 KENTUCKY

4 VILLANOVA
5 WEST VIRGINIA

6 PURDUE
7 GEORGETOWN

8 DUKE

Schedule courtesy of http://www.IceZone.com

http://www.IceZone.com

