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COMMITTEE W ILL OVERSEE YEC TRANSITION
Chelsea Pflugh
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Scott Schulick, chairman of the 
Youngstown State University Board of 
Trustees, and Anthony Catale, presi
dent of the Youngstown Board of Edu
cation, will soon appoint a ̂ committee 
to aid and supervise the transition of 
Youngstown Early College.

The YSU Board of Trustees voted to 
end the university’s ties with YEC due to 
a lack of financial support on Thursday.

The day after the vote, Schulick made 
phone calls to hold a special meeting as 
soon as possible to discuss the transi
tion of YEC into its next phase.

Schulick, Catale, Wendy Webb, 
superintendent of Youngstown City 
Schools, and YSU President David C. 
Sweet met Monday morning to discuss 
YEC’s future, according to a YSU press 
release.

“We want to ensure YSU will still 
play a big part in the transition,” Schu
lick said.

According to the press release, the 
goal of the committee will be to ere-

"Weall agree that we want to move on with the early 
college process. The committee will ensure that YEC  
remains a priority for the community."

~Scott Schulick

ate a transition plan for YEC so that “it 
can continue without disruption into the 
next school year.”

The Eastern Gateway Community 
College has “expressed interest” in be
ing the new partner for YEC, according 
to the press release. Schulick said there 
is “clear interest on the part of the com

munity college,” but said it’s too early 
in the process to speak on behalf of that 
potential partnership.

“We all agree that we want to move 
on with the Early College process,” he 
said. “The committee will ensure that 
YEC remains a priority for the com
munity.”

Part-time 
faculty's salary 
stuck in time

Newly appointed trustee talks YEC and YSU future
Josh Stipanovich
NEWS EDITOR

The Youngstown State University 
Board of Trustees welcomed its new
est member at the Feb. 17 meeting in 
Kilcawley Center.

Although the essential basis of the 
meeting was to announce YSU’s sev
enth president, Atty. Leonard Schia- 
vone was sworn in by secretary to the 
board Franklin Bennett Jr. prior to the 
announcement.

Gov. Ted Strickland initially an

nounced Shiavone’s appointment.
“As a lifelong resident of 

Youngstown, Mr. Schiavone has made 
notable contributions to the Mahoning 
Valley as a business and community 
leader,” Strickland said. “I am confi
dent that he will work just as hard and 
exemplify the same dedication to his 
new role on the board of trustees.” 

The appointment didn’t come as 
a surprise for Schiavone, and he said 
it was a desired position because he 
knows how important of a role YSU 
plays in the functionality of the Ma
honing Valley.

“It was nice to hear, and I really

feel honored that the governor has got
ten enough information on me that he 
thinks I would be someone who could 
add to YSU,” Schiavone said.

Strickland said the choice to ap
point Schiavone wasn’t easy, and 
Strickland acknowledged that he and 
his staff spent a good deal of time 
choosing the applicant.

“Appointments to boards of trust
ees require thoughtful consideration 
by my staff and I regarding who can 
best serve the particular college or 
university,” Strickland said.
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Beer back at Peaberry's
Josh Stipanovich
NEWS EDITOR

After resolving a minor admin
istrative issue regarding the sales 
tax on beer, Peaberry’s Cafe in 
Kilcawley Center is now selling 
alcohol again.

“We were going through the 
process of [a] renewal, and when 
you put the renewal in, [the Divi- 
son of Ohio Liquor Control] does 
an audit of your account, and they 
found an administrative issue with 
sales tax from a few months ago,” 
said Peaberry’s owner Mark Cole.

Mark declined to comment on 
the specifics of the administrative 
error, but said the issue was “very 
minor,” and it had to be resolved

before the license could be re
newed.

Their current D-1 permit, which 
allows the business to sell beer in 
a glass or container on its prem
ises, was not available last week 
because the beer license is up for 
renewal soon.

Mark said that process could 
become complex at times.

“It’s just one of those things 
when wires get crossed, every
thing comes to a screeching halt,” 
Mark said.

He said it didn’t affect business 
at all.

“It affects us very minimally. 
We don’t sell much down there at 
all,” Mark said.
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Symposium 
spotlights Sweet’s 
accomplishments
Krystle Kimes
REPORTER

Youngstown State University’s sixth president, 
David C. Sweet, was honored at a symposium on 
Friday to explore how YSU and other urban uni
versities can maximize the impact on metropoli
tan areas and the efforts that have reshaped the 
university. The symposium was a celebration to 
Sweet’s decade of service to YSU and the growth 
of the multiple roles of urban universities and 
metropolitan regions within which they operate.

The presentation was 
opened by George Mc
Cloud, vice president of 
University Advance
ment, who spoke very 
highly of the president.

“He’s always thinking 
three or four years 
down the board, 
like chess,”
M c C l o u d  
said.
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In 20 years much has changed. 
Tuition escalated from $2,700 a year 
to $6,956, stamps increased from 
25 cents to 43 and gasoline jumped 
from $1.19 a gallon to $2.66. One 
thing, though, has stayed the same: 
Youngstown State University’s part- 
time faculty’s salary.

The Ohio legislature is consider
ing a bill to remove the exemption 
of part-time instructors, part-time 
lecturers, previously exempted pub
lic-employed students and adjunct 
faculty from the current Public Em
ployee Collective Bargaining Act. 
This change would allow those em
ployees to collectively bargain and 
gain greater compensation benefits.

“If they can unionize, it would 
regulate how much they get paid 
and offer job stability,” said Dr. 
Scott Leonard, a YSU English pro
fessor. “Right now it’s term to term 
for these people; they can be pulled 
right before a semester starts.”

YSU’s pay ratio for part-time fac
ulty is based on per semester hour 
workload and degree held. Faculty 
members with bachelor’s degrees 
receive $650 per credit hour, those 
with master’s degrees earn $800 
per semester hour and those hold
ing doctorates get $1,050 a semester 
hour. This means that a professor 
with a master’s degree and a three- 
hour semester class, whether in 1996 
or today, would earn $2,400.

Even with the modest inflation 
that has occurred over the years, Dr. 
Tod Porter, chairman of the econom
ics department, said, “If their pay 
were to keep up with inflation, and 
they were making $2,400 in 1996, 
they should be making $3,260 today 
to have the same spending power.”

Harry Meshel, member of the 
YSU Board of Trustees and cham
pion of public employees’ right to 
collectively bargain in Ohio, said 
the part-time faculty do a good job 
for the university. He said they fill 
in when there is a limited amount of 
time to be covered in certain courses 
at a lower cost than full-time em
ployees.

“In the earlier years when I 
taught, it was a good benefit for the 
university because it was acquiring 
the level of teacher or instructions at 
relatively bargain basement prices,” 
Meshel said. “I know our pay wasn’t 
very grandiose at $3 an hour.”

Marilyn Ward, assistant to the 
provost, said YSU has 448 full-time 
faculty, including chairpersons, and 
more than 550 part-time faculty, in
cluding advisers, student teachers 
and faculty teaching one or fewer 
classes.
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What have your experiences been 
with YSU parking?

"Good, except for the 
fact that I got a ticket.
James Brown, freshman

"It sucked. Basically I 
get mad because I live 
on campus and the resi
dence parking was cov
ered in snow."
Rachael Tax, senior

Joshua Oliphant, senior
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NEWS BRIEFS

Bliss Recital Hall 
to feature pieces 

from students and 
faculty

Bliss Recital Hall will fea
ture the world premieres of 
seven compositions during 
the Annual New Music Soci
ety Winter Pops Concert at 8 
p.m. Wednesday. YSU Dana 
School of Music faculty mem
ber Robert Rollin will show
case two of the featured new 
works. The concert will also 
feature pieces from YSU com
position majors. The concert is 
free and open to the public.

Sweets recognized 
with award

YSU President David C. 
Sweet and his wife, Pat Sweet, 
will be recognized with an 
award from Youngstown City- 
Scape for their efforts in the 
beautification of Youngstown. 
This new designation will be 
known as the David and Pat 
Sweet Grass Roots Award. 
The Sweets have been active 
in CityScape since the organi
zation’s creation in 2004, and 
were also active in Streetscape 
since their arrival at YSU in 
2000.
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Following Parking Services' profits
Juliana Hull
NEWS REPORTER

Youngstown State Univer
sity students have probably 
been wondering about the 
whereabouts of the $78 used 
to pay for a parking permit 
each semester. Likewise, stu
dents who have received (and 
paid) parking tickets may also 
be curious about these funds. 
Daniel O’Connell, director of 
Parking Services, has the an
swer.

“Well, it all goes into park
ing itself. Any money that 
comes in for parking goes into 
paying salaries, administrative 
overhead fees, repair and any 
balance left goes in a restricted

account,” he said.
The restricted account or 

general funds is any money left 
over from the year after Park- 

, ing Services pays its expenses. 
For example, Youngstown 
State University Parking Ser
vices and the Youngstown Po
lice Department are working 
together to install new surveil
lance cameras in parking lots. 
O’Connell said the money 
left over each year, around 
$100,000, "goes toward paying 
for these cameras.

When students were asked 
where they think this money 
goes, nine out of 10 students 
thought it went back into park
ing.

“It goes to employ every
body,” said Stu Chester, a non-

traditional student majoring in 
engineering.

Nicholas Walter, a fresh
man engineering major, had a 
different opinion.

“It probably goes towards 
the other colleges’ mainte
nance, like to pay for new 
lights or something,” he said.

O’Connell said that ticket
ing students does not benefit 
Parking Services. He said that 
75 percent of students have 
parking permits and that it is 
the duty of Parking Services to 
provide a spot for everyone.

“In the long run I’d rather 
everyone have a parking spot 
than a ticket. You pay for that 
spot. It’s a deterrent to keep 
unauthorized people out,” 
O’Connell said.
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Disruption 
reported in Maag 

Library

B R E A K I N G  
8 L O G S  
V I D E O

N E W S

POLICE BRIEFS

Book bag found in 
Stambaugh

A book bag was found in 
the Arnold D. Stambaugh 
Sports Complex on Thurs
day. The bag and its contents 
were turned into the YSU Po
lice Department, where they 
are being held.

PHOTOS BY NICK YOUNG/THE JAMBAR

University strives to improve on sustainability

YSU police officers were 
called to Maag Library in re
sponse to a student causing 
a disruption. However, the 
student had already left the 
library by the time an officer 
arrived at the scene.

George Yanchick
REPORTER

Every year, the Sustainable Endow
ments Institute, an organization that com
piles research on how sustainable colleges 
and universities are, comes out with its 
College Sustainability Report Card.

Schools that receive an average of “A-” 
or better of the subcategories listed qualify 
as Overall College Sustainability Leaders. 
This year’s report card recognizes 26 of 
the 322 schools for top honors; Harvard 
University, the University of Washington 
and nearby Oberlin College are just a few 
schools that received an “A.’*

Youngstown State University did not 
fare as well this year. However, the uni
versity improved slightly with a “D+” on 
its report card, compared to its “F” from 
2009.

“I feel like this is a wake-up call for 
everyone at the university,” said sopho
more Cindy Williams. “If everyone takes 
time to be more green-conscious, then 
maybe we can get a better letter grade 
next year.”

Among the subcategories, Student In
volvement received a “C” for the re:Create

project, an environmental reuse program 
started by students. Recently the program 
received funding that would expand ser
vice to the rest of Mahoning County.

The Climate Change and Energy Cat
egory focuses on specific commitments 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. For 
that, YSU received a “D.” According to 
the institute, YSU has implemented a $10 
million campus-wide energy efficiently 
program, focused primarily on electric 
and steam consumption. In addition, 
major equipment has been replaced with 
more energy-efficient models and' the 
lighting has made improvements.

Despite the university having five 
electric vehicles, transportation received 
a “D” on the report card. Food and recy
cling also received a “D,” though Dining 
Services does compost pre- and post-con
sumer food.

“One thing the university offers is a 
drink discount to those who bring their 
own cups,” said sophomore nursing ma
jor Kyle Guterba, who works at Kilcaw- 
ley Center. “It is a great incentive to really 
cut back on all the materials that would 
end up in a garbage dump.”

The news is not all bad for the universi
ty, however. In October 2008, ground was 
broken for the new Williamson College of

Business Administration. Set to open this 
summer, the 110,000-square-foot build
ing is expected to receive Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design certi
fication, a recognized standard measuring 
building sustainability conducted by U.S. 
Green Building Council.

“The new College of Business Admin
istration is key for changing the univer
sity,” said Dr. Felicia Armstrong, assis
tant professor of Environmental Science. 
“This shows that we can move ahead and 
improve our sustainability.”

Armstong said the impact of last year’s 
report card has yielded changes in several 
processes at the university.

“Last year, after YSU rece ived an ‘F,’ 
the Academic Senate put together an Ad 
Hoc Sustainability Committee. We are 
composed of faculty, staff, administra
tion and students. We have been working 
to try and improve our sustainability on 
campus both in perception and in action,” 
she said.

The committee will continue to meet 
and work out ways for changing YSU.

“I like to think some improvements 
have been made as a result of i:he commit
tee since this year we received a ‘D+,” 
Armstrong said.
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Now at YSU!
The Greatest Pasta, Sandwiches, Soups and 

Salads Since 1961!

All you can eat Soup, Salad, Pasta and 
Meatball for $6.99.

Daily Super Specials!
Student and Faculty 10% DISCOUNT Everyday.

Enjoy Our Specialty Coffees, Breakfast Sand
wiches, and Desserts!

Delivery Available. 
330-747-3270.
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YSU STUDENTS/FACULTY:
• PARTICIPATE IN A 2 HOUR FOCUS GROW OH

EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY

• EARN A $50 VISA GIFT CARD.
(HO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY)

• FOR DETAILS CONTACT; LIZ PROHOROVICH
(330)599-4027

FOCUSGROUF6TURHIHGHCHHOLOGIES.COM

VISIT US 
ONLINE

WWW.THIIAMBAR.COM

thejambar@gmail.com
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Schiavone has been and is still involved 
with a variety of organizations including Hu
mility of Mary Health Partners, which owns 
and operates a majority of local hospitals and 
health centers in the area.

He is also a partner and treasurer of Fried
man & Rummell Co., one of the oldest law 
firms in Youngstown. He’s also a co-owner 
and president of the Metro Land Title Agency 
Inc., which deals with real estate and title in- 

. surance in downtown Youngstown.
But the list of contributions doesn’t stop 

"there. He’s also on the board for the Hospice 
of the Valley, a member of the parish council 
of St. Columba Cathedral Parish and the Ma
honing County Bar Association, just to name 
a few.

His wife, Gina, is the only reason he said 
he’s able to contribute to so many local orga
nizations.

“I’m fortunate to have a very understand
ing wife,” Schiavone said. “Personally, I feel 
if you can involve yourself in the community, 
if you can give back to the community [and] 
give your time [and] effort... then you should 
make the effort.”

After Thursday’s board of trustee meetings, 
Schiavone said he was able to see the impor
tance YSU’s board holds.

During that meeting, Schiavone was able to 
play a part in the board’s decision to end the 
operation of the Youngstown Early College ef
fective June 30, the end of this fiscal year.

“It really drives home the responsibility that 
we have, [and] to be responsible for making 
that kind of a decision on a program as meri
torious as the early college ... at that meeting I 
felt it’s a big responsibility,” Schiavone said.

During the meetings, each board member 
had an opportunity to express his or her feel
ings about YEC, and when Schiavone’s turn 
drew near, he had to ask questions to YEC 
officials because he said he was aware of the 
program’s mission, but wasn’t very informed 
of the program’s background.

“It was difficult because for one, I didn’t 
have that background information. I didn’t 
have what the other board members have had 
over the last year, and I don’t know how re

cently it came up,” Schiavone said.
In the end, his ability to review minutes 

from past meetings, ask questions and finally 
engage and listen to the other board members’ 
thoughts and opinions on the matter was how 
he said he was able to better educate himself 
on the issue at hand.

Finding out the board had to take money 
from the scholarship reserve to help fund YEC 
this year gave him “pause.”

“You start thinking, ‘If we have to do that, 
who are we serving then? What are we doing 
then?”’ Schiavone said. “As good as a pro
gram as it is, if the community can’t come for
ward and alleviate some of the stress or some 
of the financial strain that both the university 
and the city school system faced to maintain 
this program ... we’re just in a very difficult 
situation.”

As the university moves forward through a 
drastic period of change, Schiavone said other 
ideas and initiatives must be on the agenda in 
the near future.

Those initiatives include the state’s strate
gic plan, which is calling on all state-funded 
universities to develop into urban research 
universities.

“That’s a real significant direction that all 
the state universities have been given, and 
quite obviously that’s going to be a focus,” 
Schiavone said.

While YSU is facing many new challenges 
with a new president and ongoing initiatives 
with the strategic plan, Schiavone said he 
knows he can be the “new set of eyes” on the 
board, which could allow him to add more in
sight on ongoing issues compared to a board 
member who has experience and knowledge 
of the university.

As for the newly selected president, Schia
vone said only time would tell whether or not 
the right selection was made.

“I can’t say if a right choice was made,” 
Schiavone said. “We won’t be able to say if the 
right choice was made for the next ten years, or 
even after Cynthia Anderson is no longer pres
ident would we really be able to say whether 
she was or was not the right choice.”

PHOTO BY JOSH STIPANOVICH /  THE JAMBAR
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“He’s a very academic intellectual.”
Sweet’s accomplishments were stated by McCloud, includ

ing the first science, technology, engineering and mathematics 
college in the state of Ohio, the Williamson College of Business 
Administration and the Andrews Student Recreation and Well
ness Center.

Sweet was honored by the symposium and said, “I’m very 
proud we’re able to gather leading practitioners in the city where 
we’re located.” Sweet looked back on the ten years spent at 
YSU and said, “I’m proud of what we’ve able to achieve and 
the goals.”

The speakers were introduced by Hunter Morrison, director 
of Campus Planning and Community Partnerships. Morrison 
expressed how the speakers would talk about the views of the 
university. “The speakers will take the diamond of the university 
to turn it to look at it from other perspectives,” Morrison said.

The Symposium Committee noted three speakers who of
fered views on the roles that urban and metropolitan universi
ties play in the community. Mayor Jay Williams spoke about the 
symposium.

“This will really put a perspective on the past 30 or so days 
in terms of economical development projects and community 
partnerships that have been celebrating. IP's a capstone to Dr. 
Sweet’s teachings at the university,” Williams said.

Williams spoke of the university engagement in the Mahoning 
Valley and YSU’s involvement in the Youngstown 2010 plan.

On the other side of the spectrum, Williams said there will 
be a firestorm of outrage on the decision about eliminating 
Youngstown Early College.

“It’s a fundamental shift away from partnering with this com
munity. I feel it’s an outrage. This urban research university is 
sending a signal that if that’s not part of the mission to involve 
themselves in educational affairs of the largest school district in 
the valley in which they are centered in, then I don’t know what 
the trustees are saying the mission of this university is. This needs 
to be reconsidered by the university trustees,” Williams said.

Eugenie L. Birch, the Nussdorf Professor of Urban Research 
and Education at the University of Pennsylvania, shared roles of 
the urban universities. Steven A. Minter, executive in residence 
at the Levin College of Urban Affairs at Cleveland State Univer
sity, and David C. Perry, director of the Great Cities Institute at 
the University of Illinois at Chicago, discussed university roles, 
philanthropy, economic development and community planning.

Numerous public figures were in attendance including Warren 
Mayor Michael O’Brien. He expressed the positivity between 
YSU and the communities.

“I’m very encouraged that the collaboration between 
Youngstown State and all communities has been important and 
will continue being important,” he said.

Other speakers included Rep. Tim Ryan, who was unable to 
attend when the speaker of the house called Congress into ses
sion; therefore, he sent a video message to Sweet. The closing re
marks were made by Ikram Khawaja, provost and vice president 
of Academic Affairs at YSU.
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Meshel said he would like to see a study 
on why the university has so many part-time 
faculty members to determine why it is oc
curring. He said that if part-time employees 
have the power to collectively bargain, they 
could gain higher benefits of all kinds.

“Changing that today may or may not be 
easy to do because there may not be a strong 
enough support to do it, particularly in the 
Senate,” Meshel said.

Meshel said passage of the proposed law 
will open the gate for discussion of part-time 
employees of all kinds to unionize or collec
tively bargain at this point, and that univer
sities will immediately be confronted with 
additional expectations of a need to raise rev
enue.

“If the state has trouble providing those 
additional revenues, then [universities] will 
turn to tuition increases,” Meshel said.
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While beer isn’t the hottest selling item, 
Mark said Peaberry’s would continue to sell it.

“The university wants us to have it,” he 
said.

He added that the university requests that 
Peaberry’s has a beer license because it’s a

service he thinks the university wants to have 
available to students, faculty and staff.

The variety of beer now available consists 
of Coors Light, Miller Lite, Bud Light, Bud- 
weiser, Michelob Light, Amber Rock, George 
Killian’s Irish Red, Heineken Premium Light, 
Heineken, Sam Adams Light and Guinness.

Peaberry’s manager Chris Cole said the se
lection does change every once in a while, but 
that the students are the first priority.

“We’re happy to provide to our students,” 
Chris said.

He said students were understanding, but 
was aware that some were most likely upset.

“The students here are very good. I wouldn’t 
say that people were necessarily happy they 
couldn’t get a beer here, but somehow it got 
resolved so we’re back up and running now, 
and [the students] are happy we have it again,” 
Chris said.
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Smile

S w i n g  lEve* Is n o t  only a good thing, 
Itnw lw syoofcolflood too.

P ta flm a  D o n o rs  N e e d e d  N o w

Please help us help those coping with rare, 
duorlc; genetic diseases.
Hew dam n a n  rw rfw  $25 today aod $75 
t f l r i s w n k l
A s k  a b o u t o u r S p n c b lty  P n n g n u s ! 

Must be 18 yens or otderj have valid LD« aflon 
with proof of SSl and local itsldency* 
Wdk4ns Welcome.

a p p lic a t io n  
DEADLINE:

i. T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  1 , 2 0  I O.

Where to pick up an application
. . ..   m„ n aKl0 f r« m  Lvnn H aue in th e  K ilc a w le y  S ta ff O ff ic e  lo c a te d  on

CLASSIFIEDS
HOUSING

GOT HOUSE?
Chris has nice 4-5 bedroom 
homes available for your group. 
All utilities, appliances, ADT, 
plus cable & internet. From 
$385.00 per person. Call Chris 
to arrange your tour 330-743- 
7368.

Across from Fire Station 
118 and 124 Madison 
Security Dep, Credit Check 
Jim 330-727-9040, 
330-406-4067
djean9838@zoominternet.net

Across from Wick Park 
213/215/219 Park Avenue 
Security Dep, Credit Check-Jim 
330-727-9040, 330-406-4067,
djean9838@zoominternet.net

Quiet 1-BR apartment next to 
YSU. All-student complex. LV 
Rm, kitchen with refrigerator 
and stove, BR with large walk-in 
closet and full bath. MOVE-IN 
SPECIAL available now! Cali

One block from
Cafaro House
855 Ohio-tan House
Security Dep, Credit Check
Jim 330-727-9040, %
330-406-4067
djean9838@zoominternet.net

OTHER

Juicy Computer Services Ltd. 
Wilbur Young
We sell quality laptops and 
remove viruses.
330-272-6256. Open Sunday 
and Wednesday. Four Seasons 
Flea Market, 3000 McCartney 
Rd. youngstown, Ohio 44505 
drwilbur@yahoo.com

PLACE YOUR 
AD HERE

QUEST 2010
A  FORUM FOR STUDENT 

SCHOLARSHP IS
TUESDAY, APRIL 6th 

d e a d l i n e  t o  r e g i s t e r

MARCH 19th
LOGON TO:www.ygu.edu/quost444 Marffa Luther ting Blvd. 

Youngrtmnv OH 44502
3 3 0 -7 4 3 -1 3 1 7

&  Biotest
t e n  Mstim iM

Looking for the Best .  
Student Job on Campus!

. * ~ experience to help land that real job?
Are you l o o k i n g  for 9TG3L■ e  p  -n tA H  f o r  th e  u p c o m in g  2 0 1 0  s u m m e r
T h e n  lo o k a t  T h e  3 e n T p 8o s * io n s . A ,I p o s it io n s  re ce ive  a pa id  s tip e n d ,

in te rv ie w e d  by th e  S tu d e n t P u b lic a tio n  C o m m it te e  in m id -A p r il .
A p p lic a n ts  w il l  be

mailto:djean9838@zoominternet.net
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BUR SIDE

Decision spurs 
transition

RELATED STORY
YEC, p 1

■ li

Some may think the impromptu vote 
by the Youngstown State University Board 
of Trustees to effectively cut ties with the 
Youngstown Early College was made in 
haste, but discussions on the subject have 
been ongoing for what seems like forever.

After regularly attending trustee meet
ings over the last year, it became quickly 
apparent that much time was spent present
ing, discussing and debating the financial 
forecast of the Early College program. Ma
jor problems arose when the state of Ohio 
cut funding for the school in its biennial 
budget, leaving YSU and Youngstown City 
Schools with the burden of funding it. YSU 
tapped unused scholarship funds and YCS 
pulled together some grant money to cover 
the costs of the school.

The sentiment of the board became evi
dent during the talks leading up to the vote, 
and many members expressed that not only 
the continued financing of the Early College 
was becoming a burden on the university, 
but also the amount of meeting time spent 
discussing the program’s viability.

We could not agree more with Scott 
Schulick, chairman of the board, when he 
said the lengthy discussions of the program 
were making other university issues some
what of a footnote at monthly meetings in
stead of the forefront.

It’s hard, as students of this university, to 
be understanding of the decision to dip into 
scholarship reserve to fund YEC, especially 
after tuition was raised for YSU students.

We believe in the mission of YEC, but 
at the same time we believe a program like 
YEC belongs with the partnership of a com
munity college. We urge and expect the 
Eastern Gateway Community College to 
step up and make a seamless transition for 
the students currently enrolled in the Early 
College.

Often, the board is left with the task of 
making unpopular decisions, and for YEC 
students, parents, staff and supporters, this 
decision has “unpopular” written all over it, 
but in the end is likely in the best interest in 
the university.

===AB0UT THE JAIVS8AR—
Since being founded by Burke Lyden in 1931, 

The Jambar has won nine Associated Collegiate 
Press Honors. The Jambar is published twice 
weekly during the fall and spring semesters and 
weekly during summer sessions. Mail subscrip
tions are $25 per academic year. Additional cop
ies of The Jambar are $1 each.

OUR SIDE POLICY-
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written separately from news articles and draw on 
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bar.com. Letters should concern campus issues, 
must be typed and must not exceed 400 words. 
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editing for spelling, grammar and clarity. The edi
torial board reserves the right to reject commen
taries that are libelous or that don’t defend opin
ion with facts from reliable sources. The editorial 
board will request a rewrite from the submitting 
writer based on these requirements.

Letters will not be rejected based on the view 
expressed in them. Letters may be rejected if they 
are not relevant to Jambar readers, seek free pub
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has been sufficiently aired. The Jambar will not 
print letters that libelous, threatening, obscene or 
indecent. The Jambar does not withhold the names 
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Official reports in Britain show 
that UFO sightings may be as 
much 'X-Files' as reality
L.A. Times

MCT

It is one of the most memorable opening sequences on film: 
A small craft is being pursued through outer space by a massive 
triangular vessel, which passes over viewers' heads with a roar that 
made audiences at screenings of "Star Wars," in 1977, feel some
thing like dolphins submerged under a passing aircraft carrier. So 
powerful was the image that it may have jaunted some viewers’ 
dreams or waking visions.

We were reminded of this scene recently when the British 
government released its fifth and largest collection of files about 
unidentified flying objects, which officials in Britain continued to 
monitor for years after the U.S. government stopped in 1969 (or 
claimed to have stopped some conspiracy theorists think there are 
still men in black keeping tabs on little green men). It's fascinat
ing stuff for lovers of the unexplained, loaded with stories of eerie 
lights in the sky, descriptions of vessels that defy the laws of phys
ics, and warnings of alien viruses. One of the more compelling 
reports comes from a man in South Wales, who in January 1997 
claimed that his car was enveloped by a beam of light while he was 
driving home at night. He emerged from the car to total silence, 
and began to feel ill. When the beam passed, his car was filthy and 
he developed a skin condition that required treatment.

Maybe it's coincidental that the TV series "The X-Files," which 
prominently featured alien abductions and viruses from outer 
space, was then a top-rated show on BBC2. Indeed, the British re
cords, which detail sightings from 1994 to 2000, show that percep
tions about UFOs might owe more to Hollywood than previously 
thought.

David Clarke, author of a book on the British UFO records, 
notes that the shapes of these objects have changed over time. In 
the 1940s and 1950s, UFOs were usually described by those who 
saw them as "flying saucers" round or disk-shaped objects. At the 
time, movies such as "The Day the Earth Stood Still" (1951) and 
"Forbidden Planet" (1956) reinforced the idea that futuristic space
craft would look like Frisbees. Modem sightings, by contrast, in
volve different shapes, particularly triangles. Which is where that 
"Star Wars" sequence, and countless other Hollywood depictions 
of spaceships in all shapes and sizes, come in.

It's worth noting that the most futuristic-looking of military air
craft, the Stealth bomber, is shaped like a triangle, so these percep
tions aren't necessarily or solely coming from Hollywood. But it 
does seem that when we see unusual and unexplainable lights in 
the sky, our brains leap to interpret them by forming familiar im
ages of the sort we've been conditioned by science-fiction flicks to 
expect. That doesn't mean people who see such things are crazy or 
that they're hoaxers, only that they're human.

The tail wagging the hot dog
L.A. Times
MCT

The notion that the hot dog 
should be redesigned inspires a 
variation on the mad-scientist- 
movie line: "Man was not meant 
to tamper in God's domain." Or, 
in this case, Oscar Mayer's. Yet 
the American Academy of Pe
diatrics is proposing that the 
wiener (and other products fre
quently consumed by children) 
be reshaped as a way of pre
venting toddlers from choking.

Tile proposal doesn't sit well 
with an interest group we didn't 
even know existed, the National 
Hot Dog & Sausage Council. 
But you don't have to be a lob
byist to rebel at this well-inten
tioned exercise in paternalism.

We accept the academy's 
assertion that children under 
the age of 3 shouldn't be given 
whole hot dogs. We have no 
problem with its other sug

gestion: that hot dog and other 
packages should come with 
conspicuous warning labels 
about the danger of choking.

But not everything can be 
made safe for consumption by 
the youngest common denomi
nator. Even the academy ac
knowledges the fact that (short 
of genetic engineering) it would 
be impossible to reconfigure 
some of the other foods it cites 
as choking hazards, such as 
popcorn, peanuts and grapes. 
As with hot dogs, the best rem
edy may be parental vigilance.

It's hard to believe that the 
academy seriously proposed a 
hot dog makeover. Perhaps the 
doctors knew that the idea, even 
as it provoked ridicule, would 
increase public and parental 
awareness of the dangers of giv
ing hot dogs to toddlers. But if 
they're serious, they'll find that 
taking on this tubular treat is no 
picnic.

On being an Atheist
Melissa Mary Smith

COLUMNIST

I remember the day I told my par
ents I was an atheist. They had this 
look of disappointment on their faces 
as if I told them that I was pregnant 
and didn’t know who the father was.

How did I come to this decision? I 
can tell you that it wasn’t out of spite, 
like some atheists I know, but adopt
ing a see-it-to-believe-it mentality, 
based largely on science.

I was raised Lutheran. Every Sun
day, we’d wake up and go to church 
and it was, at one time, something I 
looked forward to.

I was involved: an acolyte, con
firmed and a Sunday School atten
dant.

My brother was even serious about 
being a pastor and was a religious 
studies major.

Over time, though, we began to 
develop our own ways of thinking 
and felt that becoming atheists was 
the best decision for us.

It wasn’t met with contentment 
from our parents, though.

The experience of telling my par
ents of my atheism, was somewhat 
comparable to those who come out to 
their families. It was met with disbe
lief, frustration and sadness.

My parents and the rest of my 
family sometimes feel as though they 
need to tiptoe around religious discus
sion so as not to offend my beliefs (or 
lack thereof).

I try to tell them that even though 
I’m no longer religious, I still uphold 
morals and have personal standards 
of behavior (i.e., I never have nor ever 
will murder someone).

Not all atheists are bad people, 
just like not all Christians, Muslims, 
Jews and Jehovah’s Witnesses are bad 
people.

We try to find a place of acceptance 
and happiness in the world, something 
to get us through our everyday lives.

People might see atheists as very 
sad and unfortunate individuals, but 
I can honestly say that I am pretty 
happy with my life.

I have a wonderful family, friends, 
my health and a dog who loves me 
unconditionally.

These aspects of my life are what 
help me through every day and have 
become, in a sense, my religion.
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Watch y o u r s te p

According to the CDC Web site, unin
tentional injuries are the number one cause 
of death for Americans under 30 years old. 
A suggestion is to use any protective equip
ment available when engaging in high-risk 
activities. This includes wearing a seatbelt 
while driving or riding in a motor vehicle.

Every year, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention out of Atlanta 
releases health and safety tips for making spring break safe and enjoyable.

The tips that were released in April and currently, featured on the CDC’s 
Family Health Web page are limit alcohol, be active, plan a successful trip, 
protect yourself, watch your step, know the ropes, protect yourself from the 
sun, eat healthy, be smoke-free, and get help.

Know The Ropes
While swimming and boating, the 

CDC suggested avoiding alcoholic bever
ages and wearing a life jacket where need
ed. Boating education courses and vessel 
safety check programs are available for 
those who plan to boat over spring break. 
While swimming, avoid spreading germs 
in the pool area by thoroughly showering 
before and after swimming 
lowing the water.

G et H elp
Many organizations are available to 

help those in a crisis or having any other 
kind of trouble, including problems with 
alcohol or drugs. Spring break is not just 
a time to get away from school and party, 
but also a time to take a mental break and 
relax from the rigors of a busy semester.

Binge drinking is defined as the con
sumption of five or more alcoholic drinks 
by a man or four or more alcoholic drinks 
by a woman. It is twice as likely to happen 
among men. The U.S. Department of Ag
riculture’s Center for Nutrition Policy and 
Promotion suggested two drinks for a man 
or one for a woman who wants to drink in 
moderation and is of legal age to do so.

Some of the immediate health risks of 
alcohol listed by the CDC are unintentional 
injuries, violent behavior, risky sexual be
haviors, birth defects among pregnant wom
en and alcohol poisoning.

Lim it A lco ho l

Binge drinking is defined as the con
sumption of five or more alcoholic drinks 
by a man or four or more alcoholic drinks 
by a woman. It is twice as likely to happen 
among men. The U.S. Department of Ag
riculture’s Center for Nutrition Policy and 
Promotion suggested two drinks for a man 
or one for a woman who wants to drink in 
moderation and is of legal age to do so.

Some of the immediate health risks of 
alcohol listed by the CDC are unintention
al injuries, violent behavior, risky sexual 
behaviors, birth defects among pregnant 
women and alcohol poisoning.

P ro te c t y o u rs e lf

Abstinence from sex is the best method 
in preventing sexually transmitted diseases 
and unwanted pregnancies, but for those 
who will be engaging in sexual behavior 
over spring break, the CDC suggested us
ing latex condoms to lower the associated 
risks.

Becoming the victim of sexual violence 
is another risk. The CDC defines sexual 
violence as “sexual activity where con
sent is not obtained or freely given.” Pre
cautions should be taken to avoid sexual 
violence. Traveling in well-lit areas with 
trusted friends, being aware of surround
ings and avoiding situations that could 
pose harm are just a few of the ways to do 
this.
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telephone number, and class rank. Failure to com ply w ith these rules may result in disqualification from the contest. 6. Prizes will be awarded to contest winners. There will be no 
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PHOTO COURTESY OF ASLEEP

Local band wakes up the masses
Gary S. Angelo

FEATURES REPORTER

With heavy guitars andmys- 
tical song craft, Youngstown’s 
own Asleep will play South 
By Southwest March 17-21. 
South By Southwest is a mu
sic, media and film showcase 
held in Austin, Texas. The 
event allows bands and media 
artists to connect with pro
moters and labels. For bands. 
South By Southwest is more 
of a music conference, where 
they showcase their music for 
labels and distributors.

Asleep includes Todd 
Kaden on lead vocals, John 
Dean on guitars, Nicholas 
Kloss on drums and Larry

Serb on bass. The band has re
leased three successful discs. 
“All These Things We’ll Nev
er Need” (2006), “A Mass of 
Empty Spaces” and “Between 
Above and Below” (2009).

The band members are cur
rently practicing at their home 
studio, layering new material. 
Most importantly, they are 
trying to construct heavy pop 
songs that are not commercial 
by any means.

Dean is well-focused 
and excited about taking the 
band’s sound and music to the 
next level. Dean is grateful for 
networking with conceit pro
moter Dan Cull, who gave the 
band the South By Southwest

"I think th 
material is more

still very 
terms of son
in g "

-John Dean, Guitarist

gig. Cull is also famous for 
running Cleveland’s legendary 
club Peabody’s Down Under.

“[Cull] has a big booking 
agency, but he is in touch with 
the indie mentality,” Dean

said.
The band recorded their 

latest album with Freeport 
New York producer Mike 
Watts. Watts is known for 
working with artists like 
As Tall As Lions, The Deaf 
Hunter and Adelita’s Way.

“I think the newer mate
rial is more straightforward 
pop and less noisy. It is still 
very indie in terms of song- 
writing,” Dean said.

Kloss felt the band’s latest 
material is more streamlined, 
but still a montage of heavy 
experimental pop textures. To 
him, the new material is noise 
-induced yet somewhat com
mercially viable.

“I think with ‘Between 
Above and Below,’ this re
cording was all about con
densing the songs to three- or 
four-minute pieces. This re
cord was about writing as a 
song writer,” he said.

Dean said he is “super- 
pumped” to play South By 
Southwest and feels that the 
music showcase is the ulti
mate pinnacle of being in a 
band. Dean hopes to connect 
with top names in the scene 
industry, while partying and 
networking at the same time.

Asleep’s future plans in
clude moving forward toward 
working as a full-fledged tour
ing power outfit.

Rock hard during your ‘Staycation’
Jared Buker
REPORTER

For some, spring break 
represents a weeklong escape 
from the pressures of college 
on a sunny beach far, far away. 
For many, however, it means 
yet another week of boredom 
and snow in a city where the 
fun can be hard to find.

The discontent is real. 
Many students at Youngstown 
State University believe that 
Youngstown simply doesn’t 
offer anything that could rival 
the sounds of the ocean.

“We all.know the chances 
of enjoying your spring break 
in Youngstown are kind of 
slim,” said Rachel Sedlacko, a 
sophomore who is planning on 
staying home for the break.

Although the weather may 
be undesirable, the sounds of 
the ocean might take a back
seat to the great live music 
available in Youngstown. The 
music scene is thriving with 
talented, creative perform

ers reflecting a wide array of 
genres. Some of the area’s 
top bands will be playing at 
Youngstown’s favorite ven
ues over the break, and any
one trapped in this ghost town 
should venture out and help 
wake the dead.

On Saturday, Youngstown 
veterans The Zou will be rock
ing the Lemon Grove Cafe 
on West Federal Street, start
ing at 10 p.m. Khaled Tab
bara, the band’s singer, said 
that spending spring break in 
Youngstown isn’t all that bad.

“I feel that people who go 
away to school actually come 
home to Youngstown and want 
to catch up with their friends 
in town,” Tabbara said. “They 
need a place to go out, and 
live music is always a great 
choice.”

Tabbara said that his band 
has played on other college 
campuses during spring break, 
but that he would rather do a 
local show because more peo
ple seem to stay in town.

The following Saturday,

Bands like Iordan DePauland The Reputations be performing
during Spring Break. Image frontmmo.myspace.com/jordandepaulnmsk.com

March 13, Red Wanting Blue good turnout,” DePaul said.
will perform at Cedars Lounge 
on the corner of Phelps and 
Hazel streets at 9 pjm., and 
Jordan DePaul and the Reputa
tions will rock Salty Grog’s in 
Boardman, starting at 8 p.m.

DePaul, frontman for the 
Reputations, is excited about 
the gig.

“That show is oh St. Pat
rick’s Day. We played that day 
last year and we had a really

DePaul said that the band 
will be spending most of the 
break recording new material 
in the studio, so it will be nice 
to get out and play for a home 
crowd.

If Youngstown will be your 
home during spring break, take 
comfort in knowing that the 
city’s venues will be housing 
some fantastic live acts that 
promise to please

yo* calendar
Brought to y*™
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TONIGHT
Yoga at Fellows Riverside 
Gardens
Mar. 2 5:30 p.m.
Fellows Riverside Gardens 
$ 10 '

Rockband Tuesdays
Man 2 , 8 p m  
Sllm’s Bar & Grille 
Free
Y-Dance Club
Mar. 3, 9 p.m.
Ukranian Orthodox Church/Raviliion

WEDNESDAY
Dance Lessons
Man 3, 7 p.m.
Dusty Armadillo 
Theme Night 
Mar. 3, 9 p.m.
The Lemon Grove 
Local Artist Night 
Mar. 3, 9 p.m.
The Somewhere Else 
N/A
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Lindsey
REPORTER

Google recently introduced 
a new social networking plat- 

| form, Google Buzz, which has 
, many of the same functions as 
I other social networks. Howev
er, where Google Buzz differs 
is that it allows users to check 
all updates in one centralized 

i  location.
Google Buzz syncs infor- 

| mation from other personal ac
counts like Facebook or MyS- 

! pace with a Gmail account. 
When registered with Google,

I the user can select the Google 
Buzz option, and all network- 

, ing accounts will be automati
cally generated and synched.

! Once Google Buzz is start- 
i ed, e-mails, photos, messages,
I links and more can be shared 

with friends. The friends list is 
generated from a combination 

I of Facebook and MySpace 
friends lists, Twitter followers 

I and contacts from the Gmail 
I address book. Some argue that 
j Google Buzz is too much like 

Facebook, though.
“I love Google and I use it 

| for a lot of things,” 'said Me
gan Thornton, a senior busi- 

j ness major. “But it just seems 
' like they am ripping off Face- 
I book. A lot of the features on 
j Google Buzz are the same as 
! Facebook, like the ‘like’ but- 
j tons and comment functions.” 

Thornton said that although 
! the programs are similar, it 
| makes sense to use Google 
Buzz because Google is her 

! e-mail provider, which she 
j checks daily.

“It just makes sense to use 
j tfiis function because instead 
! of having to check a bunch of 
different Web sites, now I only 

| have to check one,” she said. 
Thornton still spends a 

regular amount of time on 
| other social networking sites 
| like Facebook and Twitter, but 
j when she just wants to check 
updates quickly, Google Buzz
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©  South Carolina 
State 

vs. Indiana State 
vs. Penn 
vs. Sacred Heart 
vs. Fairfield 
vs. St. Louis 
vs. South Dakota 
vs. Wagner 
vs. Bryant 
vs. LaSalle 
vs. Florida A&M 
SAINT FRANCIS 
@ Dayton

HORIZON LEAGUE

1 #15 BUTLER
2 WRIGHT STATE
3 GREEN BAY
4 MILWAUKEE
5 CLEVELAND STATE
6 VALPARAISO
7 DETROIT
8 LOYOLA (IL)
9 UIC
10 YOUNGSTOWN STATE

NCAA TOP 25

1. SYRACUSE (59)
2. KANSAS (6)
3. KENTUCKY
4. DUKE
5. KANSAS STATE
6. OHIO STATE
7. PURDUE
8. NEW MEXICO
9. VILLANOVA
10. WEST VIRGINIA
11. MICHIGAN STATE
12. BUTLER
13. VANDERBILT
14. BYU
15. WISCONSIN
16. TENNESSEE
17. PITTSBURGH
18. GONZAGA
19. GEORGETOWN
20. TEMPLE
21. BAYLOR
22. MARYLAND
23. TEXAS A&M
24. UTEP
25. XAVIER

PENGUIN SPOTLIGHT

Freshman Brandi Brown goes up for two against the University ofWisconsin-Milwaukee.

REBOUND MACHINE
Freshman phenom having a record-setting season

Keith Langford Jr.
SPORTS EDITOR

As the women’s basketball 
season winds down, a star has 
risen among the freshmen 
head coach Cindy Martin 
brought in last season.

Freshman forward Brandi 
Brown has shown this sea
son she can perform at a high 
level and shows no signs of 
slowing down.

Brown holds the all-time 
freshman rebounding record 
at Youngstown State Uni
versity with 292 rebounds to 
date with two more regular 
season gfames to go. Former 
Penguin Jen Perugini held 
the previous freshman re
bounding record with 239.

Brown leads the Pen
guins in scoring (11.6) and 
rebounds (10.8) on the sea
son, which is good for a dou
ble-double? on average every 
time she laces up. Her 10.8 
rebounds a game rank her 
17th in Division I women’s 
basketball.

“She’s come in with the 
most natural talent I’ve ever 
coached. I’m excited to see 
were her journey goes,” 
said Brown’s position coach 
Meredith Baugher. “It’s been 
great watching her grow.”

The road to Youngstown 
for Brown started in her 
hometown of Ponoma, Ca
lif. Brown said California 
has a different culture and 
a greater variety of people 
than Ohio does. She added 
there’s no snow in California 
like there is here.

Brown’s parents were her 
role models in childhood 
and helped mold her into the 
person she is today. She said 
her parents encouraged her 
to play sports but the choice 
to play basketball was solely 
hers. After a stellar senior 
season in high school where 
Brown averaged 24 points 
and 19.6 rebounds, she had a 
tough choice to make about 
her future.

She chpse YSU as her 
college because she liked the 
campus and said it wasn’t 
too big or too small. She 
also thought her teammates 
would be a good fit for her.

Because of the short rota
tion of players due to injuries 
and other factors, Brown has 
been implemented into the 
starting lineup and is playing 
huge minutes as a freshman. 
Freshman are now counted 
on to contribute right away 
instead of being redshirted 
a season to save them down 
the road. Brown arguably

has had the best season on 
the women’s basketball team 
as a freshman.

“I ’ve gotten stronger men
tally and physically. Some of 
my teammates didn’t get this 
opportunity and it’s made me 
want to work harder,” Brown 
said.

Brown prepares for games 
along with her teammates 
diving through the different 
scouting reports from each 
team and watching game 
film on her opponents. The 
night of the game, Brown 
said she tries “to relax and 
visualize” what she is going 
to do on the court.

As far as the impeccable 
ability Brown possess re
bounding the basketball, 
Brown simply said it’s about 
timing and just going to get 
the ball. She said she has 
great timing and that plays a 
key part in rebounding.

Despite the rough season, 
Brown said the season has 
taught her to be stronger in 
her faith and the season has 
happened for a reason, she 
just doesn’t know what that 
reason is quite yet.

“It’s [the season] taught 
me that there is a reason for 
everything and I’m looking 
forward in the future to see 
what that is,” Brown said.

SCHEDULES

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Mar. 2 Horizon League 

Tournament 
First Round 

Mar. 5 Horizon League 
Tournament 
Quarterfinals

BASEBALL
Mar. 5 ©  Cincinnati
Mar. 6 ©Cincinnati >
Mar. 7 @ Cincinnati
Mar. 9 ©  Lipscomb
Mar. 10 ©  Lipscomb
Mar. 12 vs. Walsh
Mar. 13 vs. Walsh
Mar. 14 vs. Walsh
Mar. 16 @ Pittsburgh
Mar. 19 ©  La Salle
Mar. 20 ©  Saint Joseph’s
Mar. 21 @ Villanova
Mar. 24 © Kent

Exercise 
science 
top major 
among 
athletes
Chelsea Miller
SPORTS REPORTER

A recent list of student- 
athletes’ majors posted by 
YSUsports reveals no major 
surprises.

According to a compiled 
list of 317 student-athletes at 
Youngstown State University 
from the YSUsports Web site, 
the top majors of these athletes 
are exercise science, business 
and criminal justice.

Out of 317 athletes, 33 are 
exercise science students, 28 
are business majors, including 
business management, busi
ness marketing and business 
finance, and 21 are criminal 
justice majors. Also at the top 
of the list were general studies, 
communications and market
ing majors.

Richard Walker, associate 
professor and chair of the Hu
man Performance and Exer
cise Science department, said 
that exercise science is a top 
choice for athletes because of 
the physical aspect of the ma
jor.

“My guess is that student- 
athletes find a major that is 
going to place them in an en
vironment where people are 
being physically active. They 
find that attractive,” he said. 
“People come to them with a 
desire to be physically active 
and they are trained to help 
them succeed in that desire.” 

James Ritter, director of 
Undergraduate Student Ser
vices in the department of 
Business Administration, said 
he doesn’t know why a busi
ness major is popular with 
student-athletes.

T m  not sure why [a busi
ness is popular for athletes],” 
Ritter said. “Business has al
ways been a very popular ma
jor.”

Ann Ciavarella, a senior on 
the golf team, chose a business 
major because she wanted to 
work in sales. She said it is a 
popular major for athletes be
cause of all the opportunities it 
presents for students.

“There’s a lot of opportuni
ties with business,” Ciavarella 
said. “You can do pretty much 
anything you want.”

Criminal justice is one of 
the most common majors on 
campus as well as for athletes, 
said Patricia Wagner, assistant 
professor and chairwoman of 
Criminal Justice and Forensic 
Sciences.

“I think because it’s just a 
popular major overall,” Wag
ner said. “There are close to 
900 majors [in the Criminal 
Justice department]. It’s one of 
the largest on campus.”

Another popular choice for 
athletes, YSU football players 
particularly, is communica
tions. Junior strong safety for 
the team Sir Demarco Bledsoe 
said that most football players 
pursue a career in broadcast
ing because they are social in
dividuals.

“Football players are so
cial-type people, so it’s the 
best major that fits our skills,” 
he said.

For many athletes, it is the 
sports aspect of the job that 
draws them to a major. Bled
soe said that his love of foot
ball was what compelled him 
to declare a communications 
major.

“I’m very interested ir 
broadcasting ... and the NFL 
network. I’m interested in talk
ing about football,” he said.


