
Seniors who

participated in 

abroad progra

According to the Third Report on the Condition of 
Higher Education in Ohio, seniors at Youngstown State 
University are not experiencing certain criterion at the 
state average.

The report compared 13 universities across Ohio, in­
cluding YSU, to see whether or not seniors are taking 
advantage of available opportunities. It breaks each uni­
versity into 26 groups such as “seniors who worked with 
classmates on assignments outside of class” or “seniors 
[who] participated in community service or volunteer 
work.”

Of those 26 groups, YSU is below the state average 
in 17.

Two areas where YSU fell well below average were 
involvement in extracurricular activities such as stu­
dent organizations 
and intramural sports 
and study abroad pro­
grams.

The state aver­
age for “seniors who 
spent at least six 
hours per week par­
ticipating in co-cur- 
ricular activities such * 
as student organiza­
tions and intramural 
sports” is 25 percent.
YSU is at 10 percent.
As for “seniors [who] 
participated in study 
abroad,” the state av­
erage is 12 percent, 
and YSU is at 3 per­
cent.

But those numbers 
can be misleading as 
the total number of 
students who regis­
tered for an individu­
al study abroad since 
2005 has steadily in­
creased. During the 
2005-06 academic 
year, 12 students 
studied abroad. Dur­
ing the 2008-09 aca­
demic year, 39 stu­
dents studied abroad, 
and as of Jan. 16, 111 
students had studied 
abroad during the 
2009-10 academic 
year.

“Because this 
number’s based on 
seniors exiting, [the 
report] probably 
missed some of this 
growth, and I think 
w e’re all confident 
w e’ll see that number 
improve,” said Jef 
Davis, director of the

Seniors who spent 

at least 6 hours per 

week participating in 

co-curricular activities 

25%
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NEW  COACH IN TOW N
Boldon announced as new women's coach
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The student voice of Youngstown State University since 1931

Keith Langford Jr.
SPORTS EDITOR

A new era in Youngstown State Uni­
versity women’s basketball has begun as 
new head coach Bob Boldon was for­
mally introduced Wednesday in front of 
a large crowd of notable and influential 
figures in the YSU community.

Boldon becomes the sixth women’s 
head coach in YSU history as YSU Pres­
ident David Sweet introduced Boldon to 
the media for the first time.

“We are going to try to win every 
game we play,” Boldon stated toward 
the end of his press conference.

Boldon will take over the program, 
which went 0-30 under former head 
coach Cindy Martin last season.

Boldon has experience at the Di­
vision I level. Five of his 10 seasons 
as a coach have been at the Division 
I level. Boldon was an assistant at 
the University of Akron from 2006 
to 2008. He also helped Division I 
Florida Gulf Coast to a 24-7 record 
and a Women’s National Invitation 
Tournament invitation as an assistant 
last season.

His other Division I experience 
was at Texas A&M-Corpus Christi 
from 2002 to 2004 as an assistant'.
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"We are 
going to 

try to win 
every game 

we play.

-Bob Boldon

Senior experiences 
below average, 
report says

Construction on the W at­
son and Tressel Training 
Site began Tuesday. It 
was determined the $10 
million project initially 
wasn't going to be funded, 
but a $7 million allocation 
through a bond issue has 
allowed for the plans to 
move forward. The project 
is slated for completion in 
December.

SGA president reviews successful year

Josh Stipanovich
NEWS EDITOR

Brown provided a 27-item 
list of his administration’s ac­
complishments , divided by 
the aforementioned headings. 
There are twelve items under 
the “better campus and com­
munity” heading, including ne­
gotiation of free meter parking 
after 6 p.m. and parking spaces 
outside Cafaro House on Elm 
Street for safer parking.

The “academic excellence 
heading” boasted seven items 
including working with “de­
gree assessment administrators
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"They just 
thought we were 

trying to screw 
them out of more 
money And that 
wasn't the case.

We're not the 
YSU Bookstore."

-Zach Brown

Dan Pompili
ASSIST. NEWS EDITOR

Student Government Asso­
ciation President Zach Brown 
Wednesday reflected on his 
platform, his accomplishments 
and his time in office. Brown 
and his executive vice presi­
dent, Abbie Twyford ran on a 
platform outlined by four over­
all concepts: a better campus 
and community, a commitment 
to academic excellence, a fi­
nancially conscious future and 
a more effective SGA. RANKING PAGE 4



I How do you feel 
about journalists being 
killed overseas by U.S. 

soldiers?

"It's jacked up. The 
need more security 
with journalists.
Eddie Esmail, junior

Amber Bator, freshmyn

M A N A G IN G  ED IT O R :
Adam Rogers___ .330-941-1807

N E W S  E D IT O R :
Josh Stipanovich 330-941-1989

C O P Y  E D IT O R :
Emmalee C. Torisk ....330-941-3758

S P O R T S  E D IT O R :
Keith Langford J r  330-941-1913

W E B  S IT E  ED IT O R :
Adam Planty......

NEWS BRIEFS

POLICE BRIEFS

Altercation in 
Williamson Hall

JAMBAR STAFF

Students shine at QUEST presentations
George Yanchick
REPORTER

Their hard work and dedication finally paid off.
Each year, undergraduate and graduate students get a chance 

to present their scholarly work at Youngstown State University’s 
QUEST. This year marked the 21st anniversary of the event, 
which is held in Kilcawley Center on campus. A total of 196 
separate presentations, ranging from how the popular Xbox Live 
gaming system may cause harm to those playing, to new advanc­
es in geoscience education, dazzled those in attendance.

“These students clearly have done a lot of work for their pre­
sentations, and their findings are really amazing,” said Susan 
Nelson, a YSU student who cheered on her classmates who were 
presenting.

In order to qualify for the program, students must first de­
velop an idea, clear it with their faculty adviser and submit their 
proposal to the QUEST Web site.

And once the “easy part” is through, students begin the re­
search.

“After forming my idea, the hard work began,” said junior 
Aaron Swickard who presented “Comparisons of Ethnic Centers 
in the U.S.”

“This strong sense of ethnic cohesion would tie these neigh­
borhoods together,” Swickard told the crowded room that was 
filled with family members, friends, fellow students arid those 
judging the presentation.

Swickard, a history major, spent two straight days simply 
writing his speech. He also spent many hours paging through 
more than 15 books gathering information about San Francisco’s

Chris Cotelesse
REPORTER

The city of Campbell has 
passed an ordinance that bans 
the sale of firearms within the 
city limits. The legislation has 
provoked a response from 
concerned citizens.

Young Americans for Lib­
erty at Youngstown State Uni­
versity, a student group that 
advocates constitutional fidel­
ity, had planned a protest rally 
for Saturday on the steps of 
city hall.

“It is unconstitutional un­
der the Second Amendment 
and our right to contract 
with each other,” said Varg 
Freeborn, president of YAL 
at YSU. Freeborn also refer­
enced state law.

According to Ohio Revised 
Code 9.68, the sale of firearms 
can only be limited in regards 
to zoning ordinances “provid­
ed that the zoning ordinance 
... does not result in a de facto 
prohibition of the commercial 
sale of firearms.”

Freeborn, a sociology and 
economics double major, has 
been involved in activism 
since the 1990s. His group 
promotes “politics of prin­
ciple, not party.”

Freeborn and his student 
organization oppose the or­
dinance for other reasons as 
well. The city of Campbell is 
in fiscal emergency. Freeborn 
said shops in the city “could 
improve the economic situa­
tion. It’s an economically stu­
pid decision.”

Freeborn was referring to 
the case of Michael Erdek, a 
Hubbard resident who wanted 
to open a gun repair shop on 
Robinson Road in Campbell. 
Erdek’s attempt at rezoning 
the property to light industrial 
sparked the legislation.

Ohioans for Concealed 
Carry, an advocacy group for 
the Second Amendment, has 
threatened to sue the city of 
Campbell over the ordinance.

Jeff Garvas, president of 
OCC, said if the law is not 
repealed, the organization is 
“definitely prepared to go for­
ward.”

“Our goal is to communi­
cate with the city before we 
have to take legal action,” he 
said.

OCC has sent multiple let­
ters to the city government, 
but has not received any re­
sponse after the initial phone 
call.

“In cases such as Campbell, 
w e’re being stone-whiled,” 
Garvas said.

Derek Debrosse, general 
counsel for OCC, said the 
law is “a complete violation 
of ORC 9.68. It’s been put to 
committee to fix, but the fix is 
still illegal.” He is confident 
that the case will succeed if it 
goes to court.

If the issue comes to legal 
action and the city of Camp­
bell loses the battle, they will 
be required under ORC 9.68 
to pay the “costs and reason­
able attorney fees to any per­
son, group or entity that pre­
vails.”

However, Juanita Rich, 
Campbell councilperson of 
the fourth ward and National 
Rifle Association member 
said, “ [The council] intend to 
repeal.” She said the mayor 
and chief of police wish the 
law to remain on the books, 
but added, “I ’m not going to 
be intimidated. It will be re­
pealed.”

YSU YAL had requested a 
permit and were given verbal 
permission by Lew Jackson, 
city administrator, to proceed 
with the rally.

Freeborn said that he was 
then told YAL would be re­
quired to pay up to $2,000, the 
payroll of four to six Camp­
bell city officers, in order to 
receive the permit.

Jackson said Steve Hughes, 
who applied for the permit, 
was doing so f6r “a rally to 
support the troops.” Later 
when it was discovered that 
OCC would be attending, as 
well as groups protesting the 
protestors, “the mayor re­
quired the extra security. It’s 
a circus,” Jackson said.

Freeborn said Hughes mis­
interpreted the group’s inten­
tions.

“Originally the rally was 
not just about the Second 
Amendment,” Freeborn said. 
It was supposed to encompass 
various local and national is­
sues. “Campbell is afraid of 
these people [OCC] because 
they carry guns,” Freeborn 
said.

George Krinos, mayor of 
Campbell, said security and a 
liability waiver were needed 
for the event to protect the 
city.

“We came to some ar­
rangements ... around $400,” 
Krinos said, adding that he 
would be attending the rally.

Freeborn said he w asn’t 
sure now who would be spon­
soring the rally, but he and 
YAL will be there.

“The momentum is build­
ing,” he said. “If the people of 
Campbell can see there is sup­
port, they will be less afraid 
to speak out. Before anyone 
messes with civil liberties, we 
want them to think about the 
repercussions.”

Chinatown, Chicago’s Little Italy and New York’s Harlem.
Once his 15-minute presentation was through, Swickard was 

feeling many emotions; he felt a little nervous, anxious, excited 
and enthused, but perhaps most of all, a sense of relief.

“I ’m really glad is over,” he said.
As soon as the presenters begin, panels of no more than three 

judges begin their evaluation. The grading guidelines are very 
strict. Organization of ideas, knowledge of topic, communica­
tion and critical thinking elements are all taken into consider­
ation, equaling a maximum score of 28 points. '

“The judging may be a little overwhelming,” said presenter 
Frank Bellamy. “It’s pretty difficult knowing that there are these 
three people critiquing your every action, all while you try and 
get things as perfect as possible.”

Some students may see QUEST as a chance to 
add to their academic resumes, while others really 
hope change can be made as a result of their findings. 
Diane DeEulio, an education graduate student, shared her re­
search on more effective ways to teach young children to read. 
Her presentation, “Teaching Reading Skills: Keep Things Sim­
ple, But Not Simpler,” pointed out the advantages and disadvan­
tages of phonics.

DeEulio said that instructions for reading are sound-driven, 
not letter-driven. After going over a four-point solution, DeEu­
lio said she hopes to one day change the education system. 
“I believe that everyone here can make the way students learn much 
better. There are things that do need to be changed, and we are on our 
way to do so,” DeEulio said. Her counterparts nodded in agreement.

“This, and many of the other presentations, were very inter­
esting and I believe these students have great potential when it 
comes to their research and presentations,” said Regina Rees, a 
QUEST committee member.

Student group uses First Amendment 
rights to uphold the Second •
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N ew York Times 
reporter set to attend 

Press Day
Award-winning reporter 

David Gonzalez of The New 
York Times will be the keynote 
speaker at Youngstown State 
University’s annual Press Day 
on May 10. Gonzalez came to 
the Times in 1990 after work­
ing for Newsweek magazine. 
In his career, he has served as 
Bronx bureau chief, colum­
nist of “About New York” and 
Central America/Caribbean 
chief. Each year, nearly 500 
students come to Press Day for 
workshops and lectures related 
to journalism.

Fundraising show 
for Rich Center

“Autistically Speaking,” a 
variety show organized by the 
Rich Center for Autism, will 
be held April 23 at 6:30 p.m. 
at Mr. Anthony’s in Board- 
man. The event, marking its 
sixth year, is a major fundrais­
er for the Rich Center and has 
raised nearly $20,000 annually 
to help children living with the 
disorder. This year’s event 
will feature students from the 
center, Youngstown musician 
Ron Coonce and singer Steve 
Fazzini. Tickets are $50. For 
more information, call Rich 
Center events coordinator 
Tricia Perry at 330-941-2047.

E-MAIL.....................editor@thejambar.com
FAX ............................. 330-941-2322

Police were called to Wil­
liamson Hall following a re­
port of an altercation in the el­
evator. The victim who called 
claimed he reached around a 
man in the elevator to press his 
floor button when the man be­
came verbally confrontation­
al. The suspect said he felt the 
victim had become too close, 
and he only wanted to be left 
alone.

Theft in 
ComDoc area

Employees from ComDoc 
and the Bagel Stop in Kilcaw­
ley Center filed two separate 
theft reports. Money from a 
metal cash box was taken from 
ComDoc and a container for 
cash was missing from the Ba­
gel Stop. Damage was found 
to the doors leading into the 
respective work areas. Police 
are reviewing tape from the 
Home Savings and Loan secu-’ 
rity cameras.
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Jared Buker
REPORTER

Youngstown’s lone beer brewing company, Rust 
Belt, has evolved from a small, local endeavor into 
a thriving beer provider. Their beers can be found at 
almost all local bars and numerous restaurants in the 
area, and now, they are looking to go a step further.

Located at the B&O Station on Mahoning Avenue, 
Rust Belt has seen rapid expansion since its begin­
nings in early 2008. Ken Blair, company president, is 

thrilled with the progress that has been made. 
“We have already brewed almost half 

as much as last year, and it’s only April,” 
Blair said.

Restaurants such as TGI Friday’s, 
located in Boardman, now serve Rust 

Belt products. Additionally, some of 
Youngstown’s bars, such as Inner Circle 

Pizza and the Lemon Grove Cafe, have 
had success in selling Rust Belt 
beer. The company has even 
broadened its borders to reach 
various locations in Pittsburgh and 
Cleveland.

On Saturdays, Rust Belt fans 
can bring an empty keg to the 
B&O Station to be filled with their 

BREWING choice of Rust Belt beer for a rea­
sonable price.

“We’ve had great support locally,” 
Blair said. “They like the beer, and they like the mar­
keting. We’ve come a long way.”

Blair said the hardest part about exposing Rust Belt 
products to the area was getting grocery stores like Gi­
ant Eagle to sell them. Now, local and other Giant Ea­
gle locations sell Rust Belt’s “bombers,” or 22-ounce 
bottles.

Blair told a story about an employee at Staples in 
Boardman who, upon seeing his Rust Belt credit card, 
praised his great tasting stout. He also mentioned that 
State Rep. Robert Hagan can frequently be found en­
joying the red or the blonde beer at the Lemon Grove 
Cafe.

Rust Belt makes four different types of beers. They 
make a “Rusted River” Irish red, a “Black Furnace” 
blonde, a “Coke Oven” Stout and the “Old Man Hop­
pers” India pale ale.

On April 24, Rust Belt will participate in the Big 
Tap In, a beer brewing festival located at the Shepherd 
Event Center outside of the old Sam’s Club on South 
Avenue in Boardman. Forty of the world’s top brewing 
companies, as well as 20 local food merchants, will set 
up stations for beer enthusiasts to test and purchase 
various exotic and domestic beers.

One big goal for the Rust Belt Brewing Company 
is to revive the B&O Station. Referring to it as the 
new B&O Complex, Blair wants to begin running ra­
dio ads, as well, as promotions at Youngstown State 
University, to encourage patrons to visit the venue on 
the weekends.

“We want to have events like a bike night or kara­
oke very soon,” Blair said. We have a great outdoor 
patio, and it should be a great way to spend a Saturday 
night if bars really aren’t your thing.”

The B&O Complex will again house RustFest, an 
event that Blair admits wasn’t what it could have been 
last year. RustFest is a concert consisting primarily of 
metal acts and cover bands, and this year Blair hopes 
to hold the event without a cover charge so people can 
try out his assortment of beers. The show will take 
place sometime in late summer.

In addition, a scholarship is in the works between 
YSU and the Rust Belt Brewing Company that could 
give $100 to a student to assist with purchasing books 
and supplies. •
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Courtyard - the on-campys student community at YSU. Designed exclusively fo r s 
w ith  ail you need- when you're studying and when you're not. Live your life your 
everyday at University Courtyard.

Rust Belt Brewing Co. 
(s)touts expanded business

As weather breaks, students gather outdoors
Jared Buker
REPORTER

The recent heat wave that 
struck campus left many 
drained and ready for school’s 
end, and the lack of air con­
ditioning in the classrooms 
surely didn’t help. Fear not, 
for the campus of Youngstown 
State University offers an ar­
ray of peaceful locations to 
both fight the heat and enjoy 
a beautiful setting.

The area outside of Pea- 
berry’s Cafe, affectionately 
known to some as “the um­
brellas,” is a popular spot 
to relax and eat lunch. YSU 
sophomore Taylor Richards 
said she meets all of her 
friends at these tables.

“It is so peaceful out 
there,” she said. “I always 
grab something from the food 
court and then study out there 
in the sun.”

If no tables are available 
there, one could venture to­
ward the courtyard between

Kilcawley Center and Tod 
Hall. Though it has yet to 
be turned on, the fountain 
is surrounded by tables and 
benches, making this spot one 
of YSU’s most sought-after 
study locations.

Sophomore Hannah Banks 
loves soaking up sun by the 
fountain.

“It seems like around noon, 
all of the tables are taken,” 
Banks said. “Last year, when 
the weather got nice, I would 
sit out there and watch little 
kids play in the water.”

Not everyone wants to 
sweat in the sun while study­
ing or snacking, and for those 
fair-skinned folks, the shady 
nook between Cushwa and 
Moser halls might be just 
right. Here, you can relax on a 
bench or a step and avoid the 
sun.

This location also houses 
one of YSU’s best-kept secret 
spots. Alongside Cushwa Hall 
is a long, overhanging wall. 
Sitting beneath this jettisoned 
concrete is both cool and re­
laxing, though you may want 
to bring a pillow.

Few people traverse this 
part of campus, so you w on’t 
be bothered.

Mike Wittenauer, sopho­
more, has taken naps next to 
Cushwa Hall.

“If I stay up late doing 
homework, I ’ll throw my 
headphones in and lay down 
next to Cushwa,” Wittenauer 
said. “I ’ll normally go there 
to read or something, but it 
always seems to end with me 
falling asleep.”

Freshman Danny Sacui 
spends most of his breaks en­
joying the nature on campus, 

“I like throwing a Frisbee 
in the grass or something like 
that when I have a break. I 
mean, the grass is always re­
ally treated, but it’s still nice 
to enjoy the scenery,” he said.

So as the semester comes 
to a close, look to these beau­
tiful hot spots when on break 
and appreciate what a won­
derful campus YSU possess­
es. These places may help you 
survive the final weeks of a 
grueling school year, and they 
can certainly get your tan roll­
ing a few weeks early.

video recently on You­
Tube; defensive tackle 
DaJohn Harris and tail­
back Dillon Baxter ex­
change miraculous plays 
in what should have been 
a typical scrimmage.

http://www.youtube .com/ 
watch?v=K8Wi9g-KVaw

Lipsync to Destiny’s 
Child

Goofy and stout, a young 
man in tie-dye shorts 
dances to a Destiny’s 
Child song. This is appar­
ently the same kid from a 
former Ke$ha video.

http://www.youtube .com/ 
watch ?v=o9nX 1 u6XFt8

IMFO
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Netflix on ihe Wii, 
available now

Brier Dudley
THE SEATTLE TIMES

Justin Bieber 
Breakdancing age 8

Youthful pop sensation 
Justin Bieber breakdanc- 
es on the street at 8 years 
old. He appears to be a 
part of some sort of street 
performance because he 
has a small audience. The 
show is accompanied by 
someone playing an eth­
nic bongo beat.

http://www.youtube .com/ 
watch?v=p VHiaD_H V 8

Iowa Teen Makes 
Prom Dress From 
Gum Wrappers

In preparation for prom, 
an Iowa student fashioned 
her dress almost entirely 
out of gum wrappers. Her 
boyfriend’s vest is also 
made of wrappers, so this 
couple will be sure to turn 
heads at the dance.

http://www.youtube .corp/ 
watch?v=jIEtO-vCzdA

Creed Shreds! Funny 
Sounding Vocals!

This collection of 
distractions takes old 
Creed videos and live 
performances and 
overdubs them in a new, 
hilarious way. Whoever 
made these has some odd 
vendetta against Creed. 
The trend has spread to 
include “Kiss Shreds” 
and “Guns N ’ Roses 
Shreds.”

http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-Wt09R4h-Uo

Highlight plays from 
the Trojans’ scrimmage

This is the most viewed

Netflix officially made its 
streaming video service avail­
able on the Wii Monday, after 
several weeks of soft-launch­
ing the service.

It provides instant play of 
selected movies and TV shows 
through the Wii when a special 
Netflix disc is playing in the 
console. Netflix is providing 
the discs free to people who 
subscribe to plans starting at 
$8.99 a month. Here’s a link 
to the Netflix Wii registration 
site.

The Wii is late to the Net­
flix party. Instant-play Netflix 
streaming has been available 
for a while on the Xbox 360, 
PlayStation3 and all sorts of 
Blu-ray players and Web-con­
nected TVs.

But it’s still a nice addi­
tion for Wii owners looking

for a simple way to get Netf­
lix streaming to their TVs. It’s 
also a big step forward for the 
Wii, which otherwise lacks the 
movie playback capabilities of 
the Xbox and PS 3.

I’ve been testing it at home 
and prefer the Wii setup over 
Netflix on my Tivo HD, even 
though the Wii service is lower 
resolution. That's because I've 
got weak DSL service at home 
and the lower res 
video streams just 
fine on the Wii, but 
pauses to buffer 
now and then on 
the high-def Tivo.

For families 
who already have 
Netflix and a Wii, 
the service could 
become an auxil­
iary DVR in the

family room, providing a big 
library of on-demand movies 
and TV shows. The service 
also includes Netflix DVDs by 
mail (although note that Net­
flix recently agreed to delay 
new releases from a few major 
studios for up to 28 days).

http://www.youtube
http://www.youtube
http://www.youtube
http://www.youtube
http://www.youtube.com/
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How he transfers those ex­
periences to YSU is yet to be 
determined.

“I was fortunate enough 
to work with a lot of bright 
people. I ’m not a pioneer, but 
I ’m smart enough to listen,” 
Boldon said.

I t’s a homecoming of sorts 
for Boldon, as he’s a native 
of Louisville, located just 
outside of Canton. During 
the press conference, Boldon 
seemed enthusiastic about 
coaching close to home.

“It’s a very unique oppor­
tunity for me. It’s unique to 
get a Division I job. I t’s more 
unique to get a job close to 
hom e,” Boldon said.

Boldon was not, shy about 
wanting good players or even 
a great player.

“The ones who are re­
ally good,” Boldon said with 
conviction*about the type of 
players he wants. “I will take 
a great player,” Boldon added 
to joyous laughter of every­
one at the press conference.'

RANKING PAGE 1

Center for International Stud­
ies and Programs.

Davis said by 2013 he ex­
pects that number to meet the 
Ohio Strategic Plan’s goal of 
250 students studying abroad 
per year.

But Davis admits CISP’s 
marketing plan needs to be 
looked at and improved upon.

“Our challenge over the 
last several years has been 
mostly just marketing, and 
the idea that [students] can do 
this,” Davis said. “Most peo­
ple don’t think they can do this 
... maybe never even thought 
about it, so w e’re working to 
get that message out.”

Student Government Asso­
ciation President Zach Brown 
said he wasn’t surprised that 
the number of seniors in stu­
dent organizations was small.

Boldon wants to recruit 
in the Youngstown-Warren 
region, but says it’s not easy 
with other colleges and uni­
versities in Ohio all scouting 
the same players.

“There are a lot of schools 
who want those local kids. We 
aren’t the only team trying to 
get those kids,” Boldon said.

In assessing the talent 
he has now, Boldon states 
they will have to try to play 
to their strengths as much as 
possible.

“In general, we have to get 
better and work on that im ­
mediately,” Boldon said.

Prospective sophomore 
Brandi Brown says her first 
impressions of Boldon were 
positive, and she’s looking 
forward to working with him 
and finding out his coaching 
style.

“I think he’s going to 
fit well with our personali­
ties and our different styles 
of play. I think it’s going to 
work,” she said.

“I ’m not surprised, to be 
honest, that we are below 
the average because we are 
not only a commuter school, 
but 30 percent of our student 
population is considered adult 
learners,” he said. “There is a 
lack of funding for [student or­
ganizations], and there’s a lack 
of push from a lot of different 
divisions on campus.”

He added the funding needs 
to be enforced by the admin­
istration, students, faculty and 
staff.

Another aspect Brown said 
that should be considered is 
the number of students who 
actually reside on campus.

“We have less than 2,000 
students living on campus and 
a student body that’s slowly 
pushing 15,000,” Brown said.

PLATFORM PAGE 1

to prom ote use o f the Degree 
Audit Reporting System ” and 
a possible academic advise­
ment database. This is one 
issue where Brown said he 
would like to see significant 
change. Brown said students 
m ight take longer to graduate 
because it is unclear to them  
which courses they need for 
their major. He said the infor­
m ation should be more easily 
accessible and more clearly.

U nder the fiscal head­
ing, Brown listed four items. 
They include developm ent 
o f a policy for instituting a 
possible $300,000 appropria­
tions budget to provide more 
funding to student organiza­
tions and student academic 
use. This is the infamous 
“ student fee” which drew so 
much controversy in fall se­
mester.

Brown said the issue is 
not dead, and that he expects 
to hear from the new SGA 
president and vice presi­
dent, Nick M editz and Steve 
M esik, to address the issue in 
front o f the board o f trustees 
once more before his term 
ends in May.

Brown said he fully ex­
pected the student fee to also 
draw greater interest in SGA 
elections. He anticipated 
that students would be angry 
enough to run for office if 
only in the hope o f reversing 
the student fee, had it been 
passed.

“You can only stay mad 
for so long,” Brown said. 
“After you’re done being 
m ad, you’re either going to 
leave or keep a genuine inter­
est in the organization.”

M editz and M esik ran un­
opposed.

Brown said he felt students 
misunderstood the policy. 
“They just thought we were 
trying to screw them  out of 
more money and that w asn’t 
the case. W e’re not the YSU 
Bookstore,” he said.

The “more effective SGA” 
heading also boasted four 
item s, including the launch 
o f a new SGA web site al­
lowing for better interaction 
with the organization and an 
easier online appropriations 
application.

Brown said he is proudest 
o f the sheer amount of “s tu ff ’

his adm inistration accom ­
plished. He said that when he 
and Twyford designed their 
platform , they did not want 
to write one that allowed 
them  to easily accomplish 
everything on it.

“Then you’re not push­
ing yourself,” he said. But 
Brown said they did not want 
to craft impossible objectives 
either.

“We said if we could get 
25 to 50 percent o f the plat­
form accom plished, w e’d be 
really pleased,” Brown said. 
“We have definitely got 25 
percent o f that platform  at­
tacked or looked at or even 
com pleted.”

The platform  cites 36 
bullet-points that Brown and 
Twyford hoped to accom ­
plish or address.

Even if not every item 
on the accom plishm ent list 
matches up specifically, the 
27 items on it suggest bet­
ter than a 25 percent success 
rate.

“W e’ve really done a lot 
o f little things,” Brown said. 
“And it starts to add up over 
tim e.”
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I t ’s Easy! E n ter th eY S U  C ed ar Point RoadTrip C ontest by purchasing 
in Kilcawley C e n te r O N E  20oz b o ttle  o f your choice o f any Coke  
product and receive an Official Road Trip  C ontest E n try  C ard  
C ontest runs A p ril 17— A p ril 24th, 2 0 10. E n ter as often as you like! 
Eight lucky w inners w ill be pulled fro m  a random  drawing. Students, 
faculty, staff, and visitors to  campus can enter.

C ontest Details:
C o m p le te  details and rules available on th e  Kilcawley C e n te r web  
site. Kilcawley C e n te r participating areas include KC Food C o u rt, 
P eaberry’s, Bagel Stop, th e  Candy C ounter,Y S U  A rb y ’s, and th e Y S U  
B ookstore C -S to re .T h e  C ed ar Point R oadTrip  C ontest is sponsored 
by C oca-C ola  B ottling  and Kilcawley C enter.
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to be
DRAW N!

Youngstown State University

E A C H  W IN N E R T O  RECEIVE:
• 4 C ed ar Point O ne-day Tickets
• $50 Gas G ift Card
• Soft-sided Coke C o o ler on W h eels
• 12 Pack o f Coke Beverage

H ow  to  Enter:
PRIZE PACKAGEVALUE!
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OUR SIDE

Stakes, expectations 
high for locals

The Jambar
EDITORIAL BOARD

RELATED STORY
Coach,page 1

For newly named Youngstown 
State University women’s head bas­
ketball coach Bob Boldon, it’s only 
up from here literally.

In the short-lived Cindy Martin 
era, the penguins were plagued with 
injuries, a shrinking roster, recruit­
ment problems and a grand total of 
only three wins. None of those wins 
came in Martin’s second and final 
season at YSU in which the team 
posted a dismal 0-30 record.

In choosing Boldon , the Ath­
letic Department is again making a 
gamble on homegrown, Northeast 
Ohio talent, much like they did 
with, new head football coach Eric 
Wolford, a Brookfield native. Not to 
mention the YSU Board of Trustees 
chose Cynthia Anderson over a pool 
of national applicants to be the next 
president of YSU.

Maybe local talent is the real key 
to the success here.

Not only is Wolford local, but 
also so are many of his new recruits. 
Boldon may want to follow his 
football counterpart’s example and 
hit the recruiting trail at some of the 
area’s top high school basketball 
programs. This year’s roster only 
included a handful of Ohio players.

If local talent isn’t the key, then 
it will become quickly evident if the 
losses in both sports continue to pile 
up, and Ron Strollo’s roll of the dice 
comes up snake eyes, but we believe 
the wager is worth it.

Whether or not the Penguin 
women’s program rebounds next 
season, Boldon might be able to 
have some comfort knowing that 
if his team has the lead at the final 
buzzer of at least one game, he will 
already be taking a step in the right 
direction.
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Editor,
In these days of partisan wrangling and name-call­

ing, the emergence of an issue that gamers enthusi­
astic support across political, geographic and socio­
economic lines is rare, to say the least.

But that is what the Ohio Third Frontier is.
Launched in 2002 by Republican Gov. Bob Taft 

and approved by Ohio voters in 2005, the Third Fron­
tier is a visionary public-private partnership aimed at 
reenergizing O hio’s economy by investing in emerg­
ing technologies, building new companies, expand­
ing existing companies and -  creating new jobs.

Without question, it has worked, yielding $6.6 
billion in economic activity, $2.4 billion in' wages 
and more than 48,000 jobs. Through Third Frontier, 
more than 571 new companies have been launched in 
Ohio*, including.right here in Youngstown.

Issue 1 on the May 4 primary ballot will renew and 
continue this highly successful program. It has the full 
support of not only Gov. Ted Strickland, but also his 
opponent, Republican gubernatorial candidate John 
Kasich, as well as legislators on both sides of the 
aisle, newspapers across the state, business and labor.

So why is a state university board of trustees and 
its administration interested in all of this?

As an urban research university, Youngstown 
State University has played and will contin­
ue to play an increasingly important role in 
the economic future of the Mahoning Valley. 
Third Frontier will help us reach those goals.

At its core, Third Frontier fosters job creation 
through the advancement of new products and ser­
vices based on science and technology research and 
development, thus ensuring Ohio’s ability to create 
and compete for jobs, today and in the future. At the 
center of that activity are Ohio’s institutions of high­
er education. Today more than ever, universities and 
colleges are the places where researchers and entre-

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

preneurs merge, creating new technology, new busi­
ness and new jobs.

Through Third Frontier, YSU is already fully en­
gaged such activity. For instance, YSU and Fireline 
TCON in Youngstowh have received $2.1 million in 
Third Frontier funding to create the new Center of 
Excellence in Advanced Materials Analysis at the 
university. Also, the Third Frontier Internship Pro­
gram has placed 163 YSU students in 42 -different 
companies across the region. The Internship Program 
is run through the YSU Small Business Develop­
ment Center, in cooperation with the YSU Center for 
Transportation and Materials Engineering.

In all, seven businesses and YSU have received 
nearly $4 million in Third Frontier funding over the 
past three years.

This is a statewide issue that has direct benefit 
for the Mahoning Valley -  present and future. Issue 
1 will not raise taxes,'but it will raise the prospect 
o f the region’s prosperity and the region’s ability to 
thrive well into the 21st century.

We urge citizens of the Mahoning Valley to vote 
“yes” on Issue 1 and to support the “United for Jobs 
and Ohio’s Future” campaign.

YS U Board of Trustees
David C. Sweet, president
Scott R. Schulick, chair
Cynthia E. Anderson, president-designee
John L. Pogue
Larry D. DeJane
M illicent Counts
John R. Jakubek
Harry Meshel
Sudershan K. Garg
Leonard D. Schiavone
Daniel DeMaiolo (student)
Lyndsie Hall (student)

Time to freshen up the nation's outdated food safety laws

McClatchy-Tribune
MCT

Here's something to think about 
next time you're at the dinner table: 
Most U.S. food-processing plants 
haven't been inspected in at least 
five years.

That unappetizing tidbit comes 
from a new report by the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration's 
inspector general. It documents an 
outdated and ineffective federal 
food safety program with too few 
inspectors, too skimpy legal au­
thority and too little funding.

Forget the overseas food-pro­
cessing plants that have been re­
sponsible for several recent food 
safety scares such as contaminated 
seafood and powdered milk. The 
FDA doesn't even have enough 
inspectors to visit U.S. processing 
plants.

Nor does it have the author­
ity to order a recall when tainted 
food comes to light. It can't even 
track dangerous food from the 
plant where it was processed to the 
stores where it was sold.

Surprised? You shouldn't be. 
The last time U.S. food safety laws 
were updated was in 1938, when 
penicillin was a "wonder drug" and

radar was a secret, cutting-edge 
military technology.

As soon as this week, the Sen­
ate could take up a new food-safe- 
ty bill that would update the FDA's 
authority, allow it to dictate "best 
practices" for processing and pre­
paring food and mandate more fre­
quent inspections.

The Food Safety Enhancement 
Act was approved by the House 
last summer. It would require a 
food-tracking system so that when 
inspectors discover problems at a 
food-processing plant, they quick­
ly can trace where tainted products 
were shipped.

Those common-sense updates 
are overdue. But the food-safety 
bill has been held hostage for 
months by congressional gridlock 
over health care reform.

That's been true despite a near­
constant stream of high-profile 
food recalls that have included e. 
coli-laced cookie dough, peanut 
butter spiked with salmonella and 
tainted spinach, cilantro, tomatoes 
and bean sprouts _ all sold to un­
suspecting U.S. consumers in re­
cent years.

The inspector general's report, 
released last week, details a sys­
tem in urgent need of attention. 
Staffing for FDA food safety pro­
grams fell by 18 percent between 
2003 and 2007, even asvthe num­
ber of U.S. food-processing plants 
climbed to 51,229. The number of

FDA inspectors has increased, but 
it remains below the level in 2003.

The FDA took regulatory action 
to force compliance in about half 
of the instances in which inspec­
tors uncovered serious problems. 
In the rest, the FDA either reclas­
sified the findings as less serious 
violations or did nothing.

In about 36 percent of cases 
in which serious problems were 
found, the FDA didn't conduct fol­
low-up inspections to ensure that 
the violations had been corrected.

Some 76 million Americans 
contract a food-borne illness ev­
ery year. Most cases are mild, but 
about 325,000 people are hospital­
ized and about 5,000 die each year 
from those illnesses.

The report released last week is 
not the first to document failings 
in U.S. food-safety programs, nor 
will it be the last word.

One obvious problem that will 
remain is the disjointed nature of 
oversight, which now is shared by 
the FDA and the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture. It makes sense to 
centralize authority for food safe­
ty and to adequately fund it. But 
over the years, the FDA has been 
starved of resources .

Americans can see the Results in 
headlines about recalls of tainted 
food. Unfortunately, you can't see 
some of the problems on your din­
ner plates until it's too late.

Bon appetit!

got an opinion^ Send letters to:



HISTORIANS
New World, Old Flame

bass, keyboard and back- recording a new EP titled
ing vocals; Joe Spurlock on “New World, Old Flame”
acpustie/electronic percus- which will be available on
sidn, synthesizer and back- iTunes, Bandcamp.com and
ing vocals; Jason Bash on CD Baby,
bate, guitar and backing Buker’s basic musical
vocals; and Marla Davis on influences are the singer/
saxophone. songwriter styles of Jackson

pBuker started creating Browne and Paul Simon,
digital electronic expert- along with the modern acid,
mental soundscapes while folk-indie aesthetic of Mark
composing the music for Oliver Everett from The
the local film directed by Eels.
Cleveland director Vitaly “From record to record,
Versace, “The Last Vampire Mark Oliver Everett mixes
On: Earth.” Buker felt that different musical elements

Selection ‘of did and plkyx
not'suit The Depths' musical under one name: Eels. Aes-
format. He wanted to form a thetically, The Eels’ influ-
full jband centered around his ence is eyktept in Tile His-
nevV musical direction. torians’ music. My favorite

“I wanted to do some- Eels album is 20Q5’s ‘Blink-
thing different more elec- ing Lights and Other Revela-
tronic, less restrictive to one tions. ' Buker said,
particular genre,” he said. The Historians plan on

Buker has been working going on a weekldng four |
with! the digital music pro- in Jf#ie and coming back to i

fpr the official
bandmate Justin Hite taught release of their new CD.

Dave Buker, frontman and Buker said he feels that 
guitarist of local outfit The The Historians 'fit perfectly
Depths and die disbanded on the Nouveau Rock Fes-
iconic freak-folk collective tival bill. Musically, The
The Devotees, is now going Historians combine the best
in a digital electro-pop di- musical elements of Buker’s
rection with his new project, previous musical projects.
The Historians. On Saturday The Historians fuse the Blur-

torians will play at the Nou- The Depths and the charm-
veau Rock Festival. ing folk of the The Devotees,

The event will feature 11 but laced in digital electronic
bands in addition to focal art- ambient landscapes.

2003, the Nouveau Rock Historians, they will hear
Festival has been a tradition something different from

glliiiil’- biiiM i8 ftB fc rhe vans" previous' .ftHafc ' cilfe

acts that are unique to North- soundscapes and some folk, 
eastern Ohio’s landscape. The music is more dark and

val will feature experimental , The Historians includes
acts ranging from the nostal- Buker on vocals, keyboard,
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YSUnity
video
spotlights
campus
Richard Queale
REPORTER

On April 5, YSUnity filmed 
its lip-dub video to Blue Oc­
tober’s song “Jump Rope.” 
Despite a small turnout, they 
made a big impact.

YSUnity is a student orga­
nization at Youngstown State 
University that promotes the 
awareness of issues relating to 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans­
gender, questioning, inter-sex 
students and their allies, and 
for the last two months they 
have held sign-ups for any stu­
dent or organization interested 
in participating in their lip-dub 
video. After receiving over 120 
willing participants, YSUnity 
began to develop plans for the 
placement of each individual 
in the video.

However, when it came 
time to film the video, only 
20 people showed up. Nick 
Iacobucci, vice president of 
YSUnity, was shocked to find 
that so few had attended the 
event.

“About 100 less people 
showed up,” Iacobucci said. 
“When it came time to film, 
we had to think of a totally 
different plan within five min­
utes.”

YSUnity had originally 
planned to cover a large por­
tion of YSU’s campus in order 
to showcase many of its land­
marks, but due to the shortage 
of participants, they were only 
able to cover a small portion 
of the campus. The path of 
the lip-dub video began at the 
M -l parking deck, crossed the 
bridge over Wick Avenue and 
ended at the painted rock in 
front of Kilcawley Center.

It was not all bad news 
though. Despite the over­
whelming absences, Iacobucci 
and the 20 participants finished 
the lip-dub video. They plan to 
have it uploaded to YouTube 
and YSUnity’s Web site by the 
end of the week, and possibly 
YSU’s Official Web site in the 
near future.

Javonne Lafontaine, presi­
dent of YSUnity, feels that 
even though the video wasn’t 
as successful as they hoped 
for, it did help to draw more 
attention to their group.

“When we started advertis­
ing for this project, we started 
seeing new members come 
to our meetings,” Lafontaine 
said. “We have tripled or qua­
drupled our amount of mem­
bers”

Since garnering attention 
from fellow YSU students was 
one of their major goals for 
this production, this produc­
tion was a success.

YSUnity plans to learn from 
their mistakes and keep partic­
ipants more involved with the 
project next time around.

“We’re planning on film­
ing another lip-dub video next 
spring semester,” Iacobucci 
said. “Next time, w e’re go­
ing to offer free food after the 
video and a prize for wackiest 
outfit.”
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Yoga at Fellows Riverside 
Gardens
Apr. 15, 5:30 p.m. '
Fellows
$ 1 0  "v:;'
Juggalo Nights
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Rosetta

Ladi%s» Night with Tpee Fog
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Open Mic Night
Apr. 15, 9 p.m. 
University Pizzeria
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“Th^Mikado”
Apr. 16, 7:30 p.m.

®&JSU~Fo«rd Theater 
Free for Students

Dance Lessons
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The Diftfcy Armadillo
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Kowboy Karaoke
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Quaker Steamer and Lube-Austintown

Ovation
Apr 16, 9|pO p.m. 
The Robin Hood
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One bedroom apartment - all 
utilities paid. Includes cable 
and high speed internet, stove, 
refrigerator, washer, dryer and 
microwave. Call 330-219-4223.

Prhrate ResMettces i  Ipartmtits Close t* Campus! 
A N Y  SIZE GROUP! 1 TO 6 BEDROOMS!

Out Compute Housing Package

B I G  H O U S E S ,
S M A L L  P R I C E S
Chris has nice 4-5 bedroom 
homes available for your group. 
All utilities, appliances, ADT, 
plus cable & internet. From 
$385.00 per person. Call Chris 
to arrange your tour 330-743- 
7368.

Sailboat crew needed - 
experience helpful but not 
necessary. Opportunity to 
learn on fast racing dinghy 
(Thistle class) at Berlin Lake. 
stevespackey@hotmail.com,

Secluded in Mill Creek Park, 
1940’s 3+1 1/2 colonial with 
original detail, new roof, 
upgrades on 1/2 acre. Garage, 
basement, fenced yard, 
appliances, furnished. $35,000 
to qualified buyer. 740 Old 
Furnace Rd. 330-743-9204.

A D T  Fire  &  B u rg la ry  
Protection

O f f  S tre e t, Ligh te d, 
Fenced P a rk in gKennsington Golf Club Seeking 

Guest Service Oriented 
Personnel
Apply in person 4171 Westford 
Place Canfieldm OH 44406.

D ig ita l T V  A  
B ro a d b a n d  In te rn e t 

In Each B edroom

in d iv id u a l Leases 
=  N o  Shared 

Finances
Ouiet 1 -BR apartment next to 
YSU. All-student complex. LV 
Rm, kitchen with refrigerator 
and stove, BR with large walk-in 
closet and full bath. MOVE-IN 
SPECIAL available now! Call 
330-506-0104.

L O A D E D  O N E
ONE BEDROOM EFFICIENCY 
APT. that includes all utilities, 
appliances, cable, internet, 
laundry, air conditioning, and 
ADT. Available nqw at $525.00 
call Chris at 330-743-7368.

M o d e rn  Appliance s 
& La u n d ry  Facilities

P riv a te  Locks 
O n  A ll  Be droo m s

A ll Utilities Included!Nondenomination minister 
will officiate for weddings, 
commitment and union 
ceremony. Call 330-306-8479 
for apt. Ask for Rev. Alie.

Enjoy How Easy Your Living Con Be With 
OUR TOTAL PACKAGE DEAL!

No B.S. • No Hassle Housing For Over 30 Y e a rs

FOR RENT 1 or 2 bedroom 
apartment also 3 or 4 bedroom 
house. Starting at $200 plus 
utilities. Available June 1st. For 
more information call 330-743- 
3887

Part Time/Paid 
Internship Pgsition{s} 

AvailableFastenal
Candidates should possess a great attitude, 

excellent oral/written communication skills, 
ability to multi-task in a team environment, 

and be customer -service oriented.

Interested candidates must possess basic math 
skills, a valid driver's license that meets our 
MVR requirements, have the ability to safely 

lift 50 ibs, and be at least 18 years of age.

Apply online for our Youngstown, Boardm an, 
Warren, Salem, & Farrell, PA. locations by 

going to: www.fastenal.com Click on:CAREERS

O r call Pete @ ( 3 3 0 )  745 -  5 0 0 0 x  103.

Fastenal is an E O E .

Sales &  Operations Support

Earn $10 -12  per hour. 

Responsibilities include (b ut not limited to) 

t e le p h o n e  and counter sales *  

i n v e n t o r y  C o n tro l*

*P ic k , Pack, Ship &  D e liv e ry *

D a y shifts ranging from  

10 to 25 hours per w eek (M  - F ) .  

O p p o rtu n ity for Full Tim e advancem ent.

Across the street from VSll. 
Affordable, updated apartments

All tenants or YSU students welcome. 
2 & 3 bedroom

Calf soon, only a few units 
Quality housing at affordable j

T h e  Performing A rts  Series presents

Gilbert &  Sullivan’s 
comic opera 
The M ikado
April 9- 10, 16-1
7 : 3 0 p m  m t l A I M j M P

A p ril I I & 18 
3 :0 0 p m

Ford Theater; Bliss H a f t ^ S S i
For tickets call 330-941 -3105

Youngstown
S T A T E  U N I V E R S IT Y

Smile

Saving lives Is not only a good thing: 
it m akes you feel good too.

Plasm a Donors Needed Now

Please heLp us help those coping with rare, 
chronic,, genetic diseases.
New donors can receive $25 today and $75 
this week!
Ask about our Specialty Programs!
M u s t  h e  1 B  y e a r s  o r  o l d e r , h a v e  v a l i d  L D .  a l o n g  
with proof of SSif a n d  lo c a l  r e s id e n c y .

Walk-ins Welcome,

VISIT IIS 
ONLINE

WWW.TMEJAMBM.COM

from Mature im lA

444 Martin'iutiter King Blvd. 
Youngstown, OH 44502 
330-743-1317

mailto:stevespackey@hotmail.com
http://www.fastenal.com
http://WWW.TMEJAMBM.COM
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NO LOOKING BACK
Blocker living life
to the fullest after 
conquering cancer
Keith Langford Jr.
SPORTS EDITOR

“My first reaction was it kind of 
shocked me,” senior forward of the m en’s 
basketball team Dallas Blocker said about 
being diagnosed with testicular cancer.

“I ’m 21 years old and I ’m getting 
something that affects old people,” 
Blocker added.

Blocker was diagnosed in February 
2009. He experienced extreme stomach 
discomfort on a road trip and was diag­
nosed shortly thereafter. Blocker endured 
four grueling sessions of chemotherapy 
before his health returned to where he 
could play basketball.

In his first game back, Blocker got his 
first career start against Xavier Univer­
sity. Blocker didn’t know he was going to 
start until warm-ups before the game. He 
said he saw him mom in the stands for the 
game and shed a couple tears. He realized 
he was completely back to playing bas­
ketball at that moment.

For a little while, Blocker didn’t know 
if he could share that precious moment 
in time with his mom. There was a par­
ticular incident where Blocker thought 
he wouldn’t pull through. He thought he 
had contracted meningitis, which if true, 
would have made him sicker because of 
the chemotherapy. He went to the hospital 
with fears of the worst but it turned out to 
be just the flu. He only spent four days in 
the hospital that time.

During his chemotherapy, Blocker 
couldn’t enjoy his favorite foods. During 
the last two sessions, Blocker couldn’t 
hold down a lot of food, which was hard 
for him personally because he likes to eat. 
(The m an’s 6 feet, 8 inches -  he’s got to 
eat.) His mom said he couldn’t eat his fa­
vorite foods anymore because if ate them 
during his chemotherapy, he wouldn’t like 
them after his chemotherapy was done.

Senior Dallas Blocker looks to pass the ball from  the post. Blocker was the recent reci- 
peint o f the V  Foundation Comeback Award after succesfully defeating cancer.

“It kind of sucked,” Blocker said about 
not being able to pig out at CiCi’s Pizza 
Buffet, one of his favorite places to eat.

Blocker has a different outlook on life 
now that he’s beaten cancer. He’s more ma­
ture, doesn’t take life for granted and takes 
his schoolwork more seriously than ever.

“I look at life now as nothing is prom­
ised for you. I live [life] one day at a 
time,” Blocker said.

He said before his life-changing di­
agnosis, he was pretty immature and just 
always wanted to party with his friends. 
After cancer, he realizes the importance 
of school and that life is not always about 
yourself but about the people you sur­
round yourself with who truly care about

your wellness.
Blocker advises anyone going through 

cancer right now to stay positive.
“If you mope around and think this 

was not supposed to happen to me, it’s 
going to make it worse,” Blocker said. 
Blocker added he tried to look at the 
situation positively and brushed it off his 
shoulders as he could do nothing about 
the situation but move forward with get­
ting better.

Blocker plans after graduation take 
him into the high school teaching ranks. 
Blocker would love to coach basketball 
as well as teach. Blocker would also like 
to do some motivational speaking about 
what he’s endured with cancer.

Harrison Field 
renovations 
set for June
Chelsea Miller
SPORTS REPORTER

As part of Youngstown State Univer­
sity’s Centennial Campus Master Plan, 
several buildings and parks surround­
ing campus will be renovated in order to 
beautify campus and further connect it to 
neighboring communities.

One such project is the redevelopment 
of Smoky Hollow, the community locat­
ed across from Casesse’s MVR and the 
Courtyard Apartments, which is slated to 
begin in June.

According to http://www.wickneigh- 
bors.org, the plan proposes a “$100 mil­
lion mixed use, contemporary neighbor­
hood” with up to 270 units of new housing, 
20,000 square-feet of retail space, and 10 
acres of public/green space.

The plan will also renovate the existing 
Harrison Field, a field that several club 
sports and intramurals currently utilize.

Andrew Holmes, treasurer of the YSU 
rugby club, is worried that reconstruction 
of the area may hinder the team’s practice. 
The team, which is currently strapped for 
a place to play home matches, uses the 
field for the majority of their training, and 
with construction of the Watson and Tres- 
sel Training Site underway, open space on 
campus is limited.

“I think it’s a dual-edge problem. I 
think YSU could do more, but I also un­
derstand, who has money to just throw 
around?” Holmes said. “There’s only so 
much land around.”

Richard White, associate director 
of Planning and Construction, said that 
enough of the field will be available to use

Despite construction plans, Y SU  Planning and Construction says there will be 
enough green space for sports team activities.

for team sports.
“The softball field will still be there, 

the majority of the fields will still be there, 
[teams] can still use it,” White said.

Holmes said he has found multiple 
places where practice can be accommo­
dated around the Youngstown area. The 
problem has been finding a field of the 
proper size.

“The problem is proper dimensions, 
[because] some fields are shaped differ­
ently than others, and goal posts, because 
the goal posts have to be at the front of the 
end zone as opposed to the back in foot­
ball, and they also have to be an H-post 
instead of a Y-post,” he said.

Holmes added that because of these 
aspects, play would be hard in Stambaugh 
Stadium, and the team would be unable 
to wear their cleats on the field. He hopes 
however, that the team soon finds a spot 
where home games can be played.

“We have traveled as far as Dayton to 
play games, four or four and a half hours 
away.. For league play we might have to 
go as far as Cincinnati. I ’m trying to get a 
home field because I don’t want to travel 
every weekend in the fall,” he said.

Jack Rigney, director of Campus Rec­
reation and Intramural Sports, said that 
this is not a new problem at YSU.

“I ’ve been involved in a lot of different 
discussions in regards to green space on

campus,” Rigney said. “There’s a couple 
of different directions that w e’re looking 
at. Right now, the only green space that 
we have now that the track field is being 
consumed by the indoor sports complex, 
which is needed on this campus, is the 
Harrison Field area. . .”

Rigney said a variety of teams use the 
field such as the softball team, intramu­
ral sports, and the Marching Pride. The 
changes being made will consider these 
needs, but some space may be lost.

“We’re still going to have green space 
for play. Not as much, but it will still have 
at least one field there,” he said.

White and Rigney said to make up 
for the loss of green space, Facilities will 
be building an outdoor sports complex 
on Fifth Avenue across from Stambaugh 
Stadium. No designs have been made yet, 
but the construction is expected to begin 
in the next two years.

“The club sports are growing, and to 
keep them growing, you have to try to ac­
commodate what their needs are. We’re 
addressing those just as w e’re address­
ing intramural sports and other activities 
on campus,” Rigney said. “It’s something 
that needs to be addressed... I ’ve been 
with this for over 26 years and more and 
more green space has been taken away 
over the last 26 years ... and you only 
have so much space.”
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HORIZON LEAGUE BASEBALL

1. WRIGHT STATE
2. MILWAUKEE
3. VALPARAISO
4. UIC
5. YOUNGSTOWN STATE
6. CLEVELAND STATE
7. BUTLER

HORIZON LEAGUE SOFTBALL

1. CLEVELAND STATE
2. VALPARAISO
3. BUTLER
4. GREEN BAY
5. LOYOLA
6.WRIGHT STATE
7. YOUNGSTOWN STATE
8. UIC
9. DETROIT

PENGUIN SPOTLIGHT

VICKY RUMPH

POSITION: Catcher
YEAR: Freshman
HOMETOWN: Mount Forest,

Ontario
AVG: .312
0B%: .373
HIT: 29
HR: 4

SCHEDULES

BASEBALL
April 13 © Niagara

April 14 AKRON
April 17 LeMOYNE
April 17 LeMOYNE
April 18 LeMOYNE
April 21 PITTSBURGH
April 23 MILWAUKEE

April 23 MILWAUKEE

April 25 BUTLER
April 25 BUTLER
April 27 KENT STATE
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Apri 28 © Akron
O3CCI—

April 30 WRIGHT STATE
CO
z
oo
°0
0z

May 1 WRIGHT STATE

SOFTBALL
April 14 @ Detroit

April 15 © Detroit

April 17 WRIGHT STATE
April 18 WRIGHT STATE
April 20 CLEVELAND STATE
April 21 CLEVELAND STATE
April 24 UIC
April 25 UIC
April 28 NIAGARA
May 1 ©Valparaiso
May 2 ©Valparaiso
May 8 @ Green Bay

WOMEN’S TENNIS
April 13 DUQUESNE
April 18 ©Detroit 

April 23-25 Horizon League 

Championships

MEN’S TENNIS
April 18 ©Detroit 
April 22-25 Horizon League 

Championships

FOR BREAKING SPORTS 
COVERAGE FOLLOW US ON

TWITTER
TWITTER.COM/THEJAMBAR

http://www.wickneigh-

