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Director of support services, Danny O' Connell, points to the M-26 parking lot behind Smith Hall, home of 
parking services. The lot is one of four projects which will provide 585 to 625 much needed parking spaces.

High enrollment fuels parking problem
Doug Livingston
ONLINE EDITOR

As students arrived on campus 
for the first week of fall classes, a 
shortage of parking spaces waited 
for them.

Of the 15,204 students enrolled 
for the fall semester, 11,645 have 
already purchased parking permits. 
These commuter students will be 
fighting over 6,361 parking spaces 
offered on campus.

Since 2003, enrollment at 
Youngstown State University has 
increased by nearly 2,000 students. 
In that same time, more than 600 
parking spaces have disappeared.

The parking spaces gave way to 
road projects like the Lincoln Av
enue extension and buildings like 
the new 106,000-square-foot Wil
liamson College of Business Ad

ministration.
The projects cater to a growing 

student body, but the dismal park
ing situation is a painful reminder 
that YSU is a commuter college.

“Looking for a parking spot 
was rough, to say the least,” said 
third-year YSU student Don Hum
phreys.

Humphreys said that with in
creasing enrollment, fewer parking 
spaces are available. Senior Jason 
Anderson agreed.

“It’s definitely getting worse,” 
Anderson said. “Enrollment has 
gone up, and inversely nothing has 
been done to fix the problem of 
parking.”

Danny O’Connell, director of 
support services, said, “Ideally, in a 
perfect world, let’s have everybody 
in a paved lot.”

Parking preparations were 
made for the expected first-week 
surge of students on campus as 
they purchased books and be

came oriented with the university.
“We have designed parking for 

the first week, two weeks, that’s on 
the grass,” O’Connell said.

Students, however, found them
selves wandering campus for a 
place to park.

The M-2 parking deck on Lin
coln Avenue filled up by 9:45 a.m., 
O’Connell said. The deck usually 
doesn’t reach capacity until 11:30 
a.m.

Along with the 11,645 parking 
permits purchased online, 526 dai
ly parking passes were purchased 
Monday by students for $5. The 
cost of a parking permit for the fall 
is $78 or 82 cents per day.

The overfilled parking lots, 
decks and grassy fields are only a 
glimpse into future parking issues.

YSU spent about $150,000 on 
regular summer maintenance for 
the M-2 deck on Lincoln Avenue. 
Nearly $200,000 was spent on the 
M-l deck on Wick Avenue. These 
costs are incurred every year.

The deteriorating condition of 
the 38-year-old M-2 deck has be
come a growing concern for YSU 
officials. The money spent this 
summer was to maintain the deck 
structurally not cosmetically.

“I raised the original complaint, 
if you recall, when they were talk
ing about tearing down the park
ing deck,” said YSU trustee Harry 
Meshel.

The demolition of the deck and 
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SGA to send revised student fee proposal to board of trustees
Andrea DeMart
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Student Government Association 
President Nicholas Meditz intends to 
send a revised student fee proposal 
as soon as the end of this week to the 
Youngstown State University Board 
of Trustees, he said during Monday’s 
SGA meeting.

Meditz declined to comment on 
the fee until further details were 
worked out but said it was tabled 
last academic year by the board of 
trustees because of the presidential 
search.

The original proposal, which was 
put forward by former SGA Presi
dent Zachary Brown last fall, would 
charge students $1 per credit hour. 
That money would then go to stu
dent organizations and individual 
student endeavors.

His proposal estimated the $1
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fee would create a $306,862 budget, 
which is $275,812 more than last 
year’s SGA budget of $31,050. The 
fee would max out at $12 for full
time students, $9 for graduate stu
dents and $1 for part-time students.

Brown said he assumed the pro
posal was moving forward as sub
mitted because no member of the 
board had contacted him or Meditz 
with any questions about the pro
posal.

Brown mentioned that outlets 
were available for students to ex
press their feelings about the fee.

“We started a Facebook group, 
discussed it in our meetings and had 
information posted on the website,” 
Brown said. “Students were more 
than welcome to discuss, but no for
mal survey was done.”

In November, Brown told The 
Jambar he wanted the fee to be in
cluded in this year’s tuition hike, 
though he said he knew there was a

good possibility this wouldn’t hap
pen.

“Things happen slowly,” Brown 
said. “This was originally brought 
up five to six years ago.”

YSU Board of Trustees Chairman 
Scott Schulick, who spoke at Mon
day’s meeting about the improve
ments he’s seen in SGA since he 
was president, said the fee was dis
regarded in June when budgets were 
brought before the board of trustees.

“I heard about a proposaLin De
cember and March, but it didn’t 
come back to us,” Schulick said.

Schulick said he believes that a 
change in administration within SGA 
may have caused some confusion. 
He added that the next budget cycle 
would most likely be the appropriate 
time to resubmit the proposal.

“If it is something that students 
want, I will be supportive of that,”
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ACE election under 
investigation

Dan Pompili
NEWS EDITOR

The Youngstown State University Associ
ated Classified Employees union is starting 
fall semester in much the same way spring 
semester ended, with internal strife.

An election held during the summer for 
executive officers and committee mem
bers has been nullified and an investigation 
launched into the procedural aspects of the 
contest.

The election was intended to select the 
second vice president, treasurer, half of the 
executive committee, some OEA delegates 
and negotiating team members.

No results have been released from the 
election nor were results ever cited as an is
sue of concern.

ACE President Brian Brennan said three 
formal complaints were filed concerning 
security issues within the election process. 
The issues dealt with perceived “potential 
for fraud.” Brennan said the election process 
was “fraught with insecurity.” #

One of the complaints cited insecurity in 
the mailroom — where the ballot box was 
kept — as the ballots were being prepared for 
transport.

Other matters concerned misplaced bal
lots or ballots reportedly never received.

In one case, a member who was on dis
ability leave from the university claimed he 
never received a ballot and requested anoth
er.

For personnel elections — as opposed to 
contract and bylaw ratifications — voting is 
conducted through campus mail. The worker 
in question did not receive his mail due to 
sporadic presence on campus.

The elections board opted to not replace 
the ballot, feeling there was potential for cor
ruption by means of members filing more 
than one ballot.

Brennan and Christine Domhoff, execu
tive committee member and grievance chair
woman, mentioned that the employee’s vote 
could have swayed one of the election’s races 
for negotiating team membership.

Charlene Yusko, chairwoman of the elec
tions committee, said that “in hindsight, [the 
decision] probably wasn’t a good one.” She 
said the employee was the only one, out of 
390 ballots sent, who claimed he did not re
ceive one. The concern that a ballot was un
accounted for contributed to the decision not 
to replace it.

Sandie Arnold, however, lost her bal
lot when her office was packing to move. 
Initially, the committee also refused her re
placement request. However, after much ado 
— including calls to the Ohio Education As
sociation (ACE’s mother union) — Arnold 
received another ballot to cast her vote, with 
20 minutes remaining.

Yusko and Arnold both contend the pro
cess lends itself to such problems. Yusko said 
she favors traditional ballot box voting. Ar
nold did not comment on preference but said 
some people did not have the opportunity to 
vote and “that’s unacceptable.”

Domhoff echoed Arnold’s sentiment. She 
brought the motion to overturn the election 
results at a July 19 special meeting and to re
run the election.

“I felt that the people in the bargaining 
unit did not have the opportunity to express 
their desires by voting for the people they 
wanted to elect,” Domhoff said.

Domhoff called for a roll-call vote on the 
motion to nullify the election because she 
said she wanted to make sure the decision 
reflected the will of the membership.

She said the union has had to rerun elec
tions in the past and have run them “until we 
get it right.” This year’s election committee 
was entirely new and untrained, a fact that 
Yusko criticized.

“Training never happened, but they all 
want to bring in trainers now,” Yusko said.

The nullified election is the second such 
election. The elections committee nullified 
the first election when an improper return 
date was printed on the ballot instructions. 
The OEA informed the committee that such 
an error could nullify the results, so the com
mittee reran the election to the present re-
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POLICE BRIEFS

Flats at Wick 
evacuated

On Sunday, YSU Police 
were dispatched to the Flats at 
Wick apartments on the north 
side of campus after a fire 
alarm was activated. Upon ar
rival, university police noticed 
that the building was being 
evacuated. Officers found the 
room that had the fire alarm 
going off and knocked on the 
door with no answer. They then 
requested a key to get in, and 
it was later determined by the 
Youngstown Fire Department 
that the occupant of the room 
had set the “alarm off without 
knowing while cooking french 
fries in a deep fryer.

Cell phone means for  
alleged harassment in 

Kilcawley House

NEOUCOM seeks to implement new program
Joe Giesy
REPORTER

How does entering the 
job market owing more than 
$200,000 sound?

For those who go through 
four years of medical school at 
Northeastern Ohio Universi
ties College of Medicine and 
Pharmacy without scholar
ships, this is a harsh reality. 
However, for some who are 
interested in committing to 
primary care jobs around the 
area, this may no longer be an 
issue.

As part of new NEOU
COM President Jay Gershen’s 
strategic plan, an education- 
for-service program may be 
implemented to allow students

entering medical school to gain 
funding from area hospitals in 
exchange for committing to a 
certain number of years of em
ployment at that hospital.

Michael Kempe, financial 
aid counselor for NEOU
COM, said the strategic plan is 
still being crafted, so nothing 
is official at this time. He said 
students “would go through 
the hospitals they would work 
fo r’ and ideally would begin 
working for the hospital after 
graduation.

Although second-year 
Bachelor of Science/Medi
cal Degree students Stacey 
Ramey, Danielle Fontaine and 
Mariam Crow were initially 
excited about the proposed ed- 
ucation-for-service program, 
after some thought they decid
ed the cost of tuition would not

be enough to sway them into 
primary care if they wanted to 
take different routes.

“Having tuition taken care 
of could at least make me con
sider a job in primary care, but 
it would be hard to make that 
kind of decision before rota
tions,” Ramey said.

Kempe said most students 
pay for medical school through 
loans. With the total cost of at
tendance at NEOUCOM pro
jected at more than $50,000 a 
year, those loans can add up.

Students will also have tu
ition from their undergraduate 
degrees to take care of. For 
students at Youngstown State 
University, who pay about 
$7,000 a year, a four-year de
gree can amount to more than 
$28,000 if no scholarships or 
grants are obtained.

Emilie Eberth, YSU ad
viser for students in the BS/ 
MD program between YSU 
and NEOUCOM , said under
graduate students in the BS/ 
MD program receive financial 
aid from the university pack
age just like any other YSU 
students.

Jon Newsom and Moriah 
Pagath, second-year students 
in the BS/MD program, said 
they have not heard about Ger
shen’s proposed program yet, 
but would be interested in any
thing to help mitigate the cost 
of medical school.

Some grants are offered 
through the NEOUCOM 
Foundation, and private schol
arships can also be obtained.

Additional reporting by 
Patrick Donovan
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Jordan DePaul& The Reputations played
by the fountain outside Kilcawley Center 

yesterday during Welcome Week 2010's 
"Heroic H arm ony" The band
played mostly originals but also mixed 
covers like Tom Petty's "You Wreck M e” 
into their set.

Send letters to:
THeJambar.com

Andrea DeMart
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

If students have ever wanted to know 
about professors before taking their 
classes, they now have the opportunity.

An online resource, MyEdu, is pro
viding students with free professor 
evaluations, grading information and 
average GPAs for more than 750 uni
versities.

The website is easy to use. The only 
requirement is that a profile is created. 
The general profile is free but you can 
upgrade your membership for $5.

The $5 membership covers one year 
of the extended service, which could be 
helpful to high school students.

Kathryn Walker, an official in the 
public relations department of MyEdu, 
said, “The membership is for students 
who are not sure what to major in. [Stu
dents] can look at various universities 
with the same major.”

Website features include an option 
to compare textbook prices along with 
ratings to help choose the best classes 
and professors. The website does not

post the name of the user who is posting 
■the review. There are also degree tools, 
which allow students to search for a 
type of degree and see which classes are 
needed to earn that degree.

“All of the information is public in
formation,” Walker said. “The biggest 
part is collecting data which is provided 
by the universities.”

The site provides many ways to 
search: by class, professor, courses, 
degrees and careers. If searching for 
professors, students can compare the 
selected professor to other professors 
teaching the same course.

“We have helped over 2 million stu
dents,” Walker said. “It is an all encom
passing resource.”

Professors’ reactions to the website 
are mixed. Melissa Smith, a professor 
in the foreign languages and literatures 
department, is one of them.

“As a professor, I don’t like it,” she 
said. “I hope that students get more than 
one opinion.”

Though she does not fully support 
the website as a professor. Smith said 
that when she was in college, she used a 
similar resource for choosing her class

es.
Amy Graban Crawford, assistant 

professor in communications, has simi
lar feelings.

“Information is a good thing and 
feedback is a good thing,” she said. 
“My problem with websites is that it is 
difficult to evaluate the motivation of 
people.”

She also looks at the students’ point 
of view.

“I would be worried about privacy 
issues as a student,” Crawford said. “Is 
my grade information on the Web to
see?”

Both professors feel that the infor
mation is helpful, but it is good if stu
dents consider where the information is 
coming from.

Erin Senediak, a sophomore in busi
ness administration, thinks it’s good.

“It gives students a chance to see 
what they are getting into before the 
first day of class,” she said.

David Capp, a sophomore in chemi
cal engineering, disagrees.

“I don’t like it,” he said. “It forms 
preconceived notions about the class 
and teacher.”

On Monday, YSU Police 
were dispatched to Kilcawley 
House to look into a reported 
harassment. Upon arrival, the 
officer spoke with the victim 
who said on Sunday, the sus
pect walked the victim to her 
room and kissed her. On Mon
day around 7:30 p.m., the sus
pect sent a text message to the 
victim. After a few text mes
sages between the victim and 
suspect, die victim called uni
versity police. They proceeded 
to interview the suspect, and 
he said the conversation was 
taken out of context. YSU 
Police told the suspect not to 
communicate with the victim.

Lost wallet turns 
into arrest

On Monday, a YSU Police 
officer was given a wallet from 
another, officer in reference to 
a found property report. After 
receiving the wallet, the of
ficer opened it to see if there 
was any identification; the of
ficer discovered cocaine. The 
owner of the wallet contacted 
university police to find out if 
they had found it. They told 
him they did, and that he could 
pick it up at the station. Upon 
arrival, the suspect picked up 
his wallet only to find out he 
was being arrested for posses
sion of cocaine.
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suit.

Domhoff maintains that the 
elections committee is subject 
to executive committee au
thority and that the executive 
committee acted in the union’s 
best interest by nullifying the 
vote and calling for a rerun.

Brennan, however, dis
agreed with the summary 
dismissal of the election and 
called for a third-party investi
gation by OEA counsel.

The results of the election 
have never been entered into 
record, and the sitting mem
bers remain in their seats un
der OEA approval until the 
new election is held.

Brennan said that he felt 
the precedent of overturning 
the election was a dangerous 
one.

“Their concerns were valid 
but the precedent would have 
been disastrous,” he said.

. Brennan expressed concern 
that future elections could be 
arbitrarily overturned if the re

sults were undesirable to some 
parties and that this precedent 
could be used as the basis for 
that.

Domhoff is less supportive 
of the investigation and said 
she sees it as a delay.

“If we’d followed the exec
utive committee ruling, we’d 
have brought in trainers and 
rerun the election already,” 
she said.

Domhoff disagreed with 
keeping newly elected mem
bers out of their appointments.

Domhoff and Brennan, de
spite not knowing the results, 
said they expect the next elec
tion will turn out the same, 
although Domhoff speculated 
that some contenders for cer
tain seats could withdraw from 
the election “in disgust.”

Brennan said the end result 
of the investigation will be 
more agreeable to all parties, 
even though he suspects that 
the OEA will call for a new 
election anyway.
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Schulick said.
Harry Meshel, a former 

state senator who serves on the 
board, said the YSU Board of 
Trustees wasn’t able to agree 
on the student fee.

“Most [board members] 
didn’t want the fee for stu
dents,” Meshel said. “It may 
not be appropriate after the 
board already increased the 
tuition.”

Meshel said there was some 
confusion as to how money

PARKING PAGE 1

the construction of a flat park
ing lot will result in the loss of 
900 parking places. YSU has 
$4.5 million set aside to do 
just that.

The money was earmarked 
from $24.5 million borrowed 
by YSU last year for campus 
improvement. The $4.5 million 
parking item took a backseat 
to the $10 million reserved for 
upgrades at Kilcawley Center 
and $7 million for the Watson 
and Tressel Training Site.

Still, something must be 
done about parking.

O’Connell said students are 
finding their way into the extra 
parking lots YSU has rented 
for the first week.

Finding these lots has re
quired traffic redirection by 
parking services from full

parking decks to grassy areas 
and local businesses like the 
gravel lot partially owned by 
the Mahoning Valley Restau
rant behind the M-l parking 
deck on Wick Avenue.

O’Connell did stress that 
some lots are not filling up. 
The lot on Wood Street next 
to the Youngstown Historical 
Center in close proximity to 
the new Williamson College 
of Business Administration is 
available to students but has 
not been fully used.

Though Meshel said a new 
parking deck might be 10 to 15 
years away, plans are under
way to create new lots around 
campus.

O’Connell said bids are be
ing secured for the construc
tion of a paved lot between

the Beeghly College of Edu
cation and Fifth Avenue and 
the extension of the M-26 lot 
next to Smith Hall, which will 
be extended toward Belmont 
Avenue as YSU has purchased 
land to facilitate more park
ing.

“We will know in the next 
couple weeks who is doing 
that work,” O’Connell said.

When the tennis and bas
ketball courts are constructed 
along Fifth Avenue, the exist
ing courts on Elm Street will 
also become parking lots.

After the construction of 
these four lots, an additional 
585 to 625 spaces will be 
available for students. Until 
then, leaving for class early 
may be the only way to find an 
adequate parking spot.

from the fee would be distrib
uted.

For the student fee to pass, 
Meshel said strong support 
among students is needed and 
that SGA needs to provide evi
dence they understand what 
the fee is about.

Meditz also talked about 
other subjects he’s going to be 
focusing on, such as the SGA 
office renovation, parking is
sues and changes to the stu
dent meal plan.

NEED INSURANCE A STUDENT CAN AFFORD?
Call...

ALL DRIVERS INSURANCE AGENCY
4176 Market St., Youngstown, OH 44512 

PH: 330-788-7283 
OR

GAETANO INSURANCE ANGENCY
753 McCartney Road, Youngstown, OH 44505 

PH: 330-746-3248 
www.gaetanoinsuranceagency.com

We Offer:
Automobile, SR 22 Bonds, home, renter policies (dorms included), motorcycle, 

life, health, and business insurance and more

LOW DOWN PAYMENTS 
LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS 
IMMEDIATE SR 22 FILINGS

Call us today for a free quote or visit us on the web

Smile ■  ■  ■

&  Biotest
From Nature for Life

444 Martin Luther King Blvd. 
Youngstown, OH 44502  
330-743-1317

http://www.gaetanoinsuranceagency.com
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CLASSIFIEDS
HOUSING

BIG HOUSES,
SMALL PRICES
Chris has nice 2 or 4 bedroom 
homes available for your group. 
All utilities, appliances, ADT, 
plus cable & internet. From 
$395.00 per person. Call Chris 
to arrange your tour 330-743- 
7368.

Off campus residence near 
Lyden House fro longer distance 
students. Accomodates 4, 
Furnished, Laundry, Parking 
Lon, 2 Bathrooms, Utilities Paid, 
Security. $280 month each. Call 
330-755-7986

House for rent: 4-5 bdrms, 2 
baths, parking, alarm, cable, 
laundry, semi furnished. Near 
campus. $650 plus utilities. Call 
330-533-4148

House for rent: 2 bdrm, laundry, 
parking, alarm, cable, near 
campus. Available August 1 . 
$450 plus utilities. 330-533-4148

W e l c o m e

YSU Students, faculty and 
staff from your neighbors at 
First Presbyterian Church

Wick Ave at Wood St. 

Please feel welcome to visit or contact us at
330- 744-4301

Lisa@fpcyo.org 
www.fpcyo.org

On campus and online, 
UnitedHealthcare 

S tu d e n t Resources is with 
you every step of the way.
Check out the student health insurance plan 
designed just for Youngstown State University 
students at w w w .uhcsr.com /YSU. Online 
enrollment is easy and takes only minutes!

Then, become a fan on Facebook at 
w w w .facebook.com /StudentResouces
to learn how you can live better, 
laugh harder and make the most of 
your health insurance!

Questions? Just call 800-767-0700

t UnitedHealthcare*
Underwritten by UnitedHealthcare 
Insurance Company

Live. Laugh. 
Learn all
you can.

advertise with the jambar 
call us at: (330) 941-1990

mailto:Lisa@fpcyo.org
http://www.fpcyo.org
http://www.uhcsr.com/YSU
http://www.facebook.com/StudentResouces


What's your stance on 
the planned mosque 
and Islamic Center 

near New York City's 
Ground Zero?

'I don't care.
Dennis Yommer, Teaching Assistant

— OUR SIDE

Smokin' ACEs
The Jambar

EDITORIAL BOARD

ACE, page 1
With new leadership and a new year, stu

dents at YSU can presume that there is a new 
hope and vision for the collective future of this 
campus community.

But leadership does not stop at the doors of 
Tod Hall.

It extends not only to team captains, aca
demic advisers, faculty and coaches, but staff 
and professional organizations as well.

YSU is home to several unions. While they 
all have their internal workings, and presum
ably internal conflicts and debates, none has 
drawn more attention and won more headlines 
than the Associated Classified Employees.

This union has been the premier lightning 
rod for criticism on campus and a hotbed of 
controversy.

There have been grievances filed — some 
would argue in excess, arbitrations, legal bat
tles, strikes, negotiating faux pas and a variety 
of other misfortunes. Some of them have been 
the union’s fault (or that of some of its mem
bership), while others have been unfortunate 
and unavoidable matters of circumstance.

Yet, where there is smoke, there is surely 
fire.

Undeniably, too much smoke has come 
from the ACE union.

It is this editorial board’s contention that 
perhaps a fire extinguisher is badly needed and 
long overdue ... or at least some baking soda 
in the pan.

Consider for a moment that this union re
ceives an incentive bonus for increased enroll
ment. The wide range of jobs performed by 
ACE members carries them across campus 
and into a variety of student interaction situ
ations. They handle enrollment, admissions, 
maintenance, office management, communi
cations, student accounts and parking, along 
with many other services.

They have argued vociferously that student 
concerns are their concerns.

Well, please listen, because we have a con
cern.

The borderline-anarchy is undoubtedly de
tracting from your collective ability to effec
tively serve this campus community. It may 
not all fall squarely on your shoulders, grant
ed. And where the university is to blame for 
flawed interaction with ACE, the university 
must remedy that, and we promise to address 
them directly. But you all must be accountable 
and behave like adults.

Set the example for the'Students with whom 
you so frequently come into contact.

We all want this community and its mem
bers to move forward and prosper. We need 
everyone on board. That means you too.

Put out the fires where and when you can 
and preferably sooner rather than later. We 
challenge you to help set the tone for the suc
cess we all want.

— AB O U T T H E JAMBAR—
Since being founded by Burke Lyden in 1931, 

The Jambar has won nine Associated Collegiate 
Press Honors. The Jambar is published twice 
weekly during the fall and spring semesters and 
weekly during summer sessions. Mail subscrip
tions are $25 per academic year. Additional cop
ies of The Jambar are $1 each.

— OUR SID E POLICY—
The editorial board that writes Our Side edi

torials consists of the editor-in-chief, managing 
editor and news editor. These opinion pieces are 
written separately from news articles and draw on 
the opinions of the entire writing staff. The Jam
bar’s business manager and non-writing staff do 
not contribute to editorials, and the adviser does 
not have final approval.

— YO UR SID E P O L I C Y ^ =
The Jambar encourages letters to the editor. E- 

mail submissions are welcome at editor@thejam- 
bar.com. Letters should concern campus issues, 
must be typed and must not exceed 400 words. 
Submissions must include the writer’s name and 
telephone number for verification and the writer’s 
city of residence for printing. Letters are subject to 
editing for spelling, grammar and clarity. The edi
torial board reserves the right to reject commen
taries that are libelous or that don’t defend opin
ion with facts from reliable sources. The editorial 
board will request a rewrite from the submitting 
writer based on these requirements.

Letters will not be rejected based on the view 
expressed in them. Letters may be rejected if they 
are not relevant to Jambar readers, seek free pub
licity or if the editorial staff decides the subject 
has been sufficiently aired. The Jambar will not 
print letters that libelous, threatening, obscene or 
indecent. The Jambar does not withhold the names 
of writers of letters or guest commentaries.

The views and opinions expressed in letters 
and commentaries on the opinion page do not 
necessarily reflect those of The Jambar staff. Edi
torials do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 
the faculty, staff or administration of Youngstown 
State University.

R E L A T E D  S T O R Y

Keeping the faith
Gregory Rodriguez
Los Angeles Times

The United States needs new immigrants to continually re
mind itself of its own values. That's the simple lesson I learned 
last week after a moment of despair.

On Monday, I watched the hilarious but depressing video of 
Rep. Louie Gohmert, a Texas Republican, rabidly defending his 
ludicrous claims that Middle Eastern women are coming to the 
U.S. to give birth to "terror babies" who will come back and 
bomb us in 20 years. On Tuesday, I saw a self-styled Christian on 
CNN arguing haughtily that we should not allow mosques to be 
built anywhere in the United States. Then, of course, there was 
the ranting of Holy Warrior Newt Gingrich, the moral cowardice 
of Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid and the weak-kneed trian
gulation of President Obama. The contemptible political rhetoric 
aimed at Muslim-Americans frightened me.

But that's before I chatted with three young Muslim-Ameri
can women who gave me back my faith. They reminded me that 
the United States is all about outsiders adhering to this country's 
first principles including equality and freedom of religion in their 
struggle to become insiders.

It's never been easy to become American. We may welcome 
the "tempest toss'd," but that doesn't mean they won't encounter 
a gantlet of exploiters and haters and a raucously free market
place of ideas. What propels them forward is not only America's 
opportunities but the idealistic belief that despite the ugliness 
they may face, this country's ideals ultimately will triumph.

On Wednesday, I visited the tiny office of Al-Talib, the Mus
lim news magazine at UCLA. Three young women had agreed to 
talk with me, and though each of them had different stories and 
takes on life, they shared a fundamental resilience and optimism 
that impressed me. I had assumed that being Muslim in America 
these days was about as much fun as getting a pie in the face, but 
none of these women complained.

Each of them had encountered some form of overt prejudice. 
All of their families had had discussions about how "Muslim" 
one should be in public. They spoke of a "Muslimness" that had 
been thrust on them after 9/11 when they were only teenagers 
preconceived notions about their beliefs that they felt obliged 
to struggle against. Nonetheless, they all professed that they'd 
been desensitized to a lot of the ugly rhetoric that was getting me 
down, and they saw the blow-up over the so-called ground zero 
mosque as simply reflective of tensions that have been seething 
for years.

Nursing student Neda Momeni, 22, whose parents came from 
Iran, started wearing a hijab a year ago. She says she considers 
the source of whatever nasty things are being said or inferred 
about Muslims. She also puts things in historical perspective. 
"Every ethnic group has its struggles," she said. "Look, it's not 
as bad as it was for Japanese Americans. Considering the past, 
we're pretty lucky. I've never been denied a job or anything."

Fowzia Shareen, 24, who just graduated with a degree in Eng
lish, doesn't deny that she gets mad. The L.A.-bom Bangladeshi 
American particularly resents the implication that her religion is 
somehow un-American, and she feels it's important to define for 
herself what it means to be Muslim. "If other people are going to 
give me names," she says, "I might as well as name myself."

The same goes for Afghanistan-born Sayeda Fazal, 22, who 
professes an unshakable belief in American pluralism. "I think 
people are offended by the mosque because they think 9/11 was 
caused by Islam. Muslims haven't done a good job of teaching 
people about their beliefs."

After some prodding, all three women confessed that having 
to combat negative assumptions about them does take a lot of 
energy. But they all seemed to feel that somehow it was their 
duty, both as Muslims and Americans. They were convinced 
that the less the public knows about Muslims, the more they will 
be demonized. In order to achieve greater understanding, they 
thought, Islam would have to become more, not less, visible in 
the United States.

Just as strongly though, they thought that America had to step 
up. They can cope with the gantlet, but they expect this nation to 
adhere to its promise and extend to them equal rights and more: 
all the comforts of home.

"I really believe American principles will win out," Shareen 
said. "Every time we've been at a moral impasse, we've gotten 
over it."

The "we" says it all. I drove home relieved.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
SEND US AN E-MAIL

" I think it's a good idea but 
not the right time."
David Copp, sophomore

Opinion
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Perhaps this might hetp ?
The views of this syndicated artist do not necessarily agree with those of The Jambar.

"I think everyone deserves 
a church to practice their 
faith."
Ashley Boothe, freshman

THBAMBAR@GMAIL.COM
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Student groups meet and 
greet at organizational fair

Andrea DeMart
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

The Student Organization
al Fair echoed the Welcome 
Week superhero theme by al
lowing students the opportu
nity to choose a team.

Carrie Anderson, coordina
tor of programs and market
ing for campus recreation and 
student programming, said the 
purpose of the fair “is to give 
our regular student organiza
tions a chance to showcase 
what they have going on, what 
their group has to offer stu
dents.”

Although the fair is be
ing held during Welcome 
Week, students should be 
aware that this is not just for 
incoming freshmen. All stu
dents can participate and join 
groups they are interested in.

A new group on campus this 
semester, Youngstown State 
University Humans vs. Zom
bies, is trying to let students 
know what they are all about.

Nick Uroseva, founder 
and president of the group, 
explained that the goal of Hu
mans vs. Zombies is a game 
of tag. One player is a zom
bie and the other players, hu
mans, must hit the zombie 
with “weapons” such as rolled 
socks, Nerf guns or foam 
swords. This in turn “stuns”

the zombie for 15 minutes and 
the zombie cannot “tag” the 
humans while stunned.

Uroseva learned of the 
game through a friend attend
ing Bowling Green State Uni
versity and he felt it would 
work well at YSU. The only 
issue that the group has faced 
is where to play.

“Ideally, this game is played 
over seven days on campus in 
between classes,” Uroseva 
said. “YSU Police will not al
low the game to be played on 
campus.”

For now, the group must 
play at local parks.

Another group on campus 
is hoping to raise awareness of 
its presence. The Student Non
profit Leadership Organization 
focuses on preparing students 
for careers in nonprofit leader
ship.

I am focusing on three 
things; raise, recruit, retain,” 
said Classy Brown, president 
of SNLO. “Raise funds, recruit 
new people and retain people 
and community ties.”

SNLO works with many 
community nonprofit organi
zations such as Hands On Vol
unteer Network, Humility of 
Mary, Animal Charity, Angels 
for Animals and Big Reach.

“I am not necessarily look
ing for business school stu
dents,” Brown said. “I am 
looking for liberal arts ma

jors, [and] science majors [as 
well].”

Brown explained that all 
students would need to be in
volved in volunteer service 
at some point in their school 
careers and that this is a good 
way to become involved. 
Brown described involvement 
in SNLO as a “good resume 
builder.”

Both organizations stress 
that you do not need to special
ize in anything specific, just to 
share a common interest in the 
organization and its purpose.

Anderson said feedback 
from this event, in previous 
years, has been tremendous.

“There are 60 groups cur
rently signed up with some on 
a waiting list,” Anderson said.

The Organizational Fair 
was held Tuesday in front of 
Kilcawley Center but there 
will be a smaller version of the 
fair tonight during the Penguin 
Pre-Party for those still inter
ested in researching a group 
that fits their interest.

YSlfs next Student 

Organizational Fair will 

be held Thursday from 

6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.

YSU welcomes back Tyrone Wells
Chelsea Miller
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
EDITOR

As part of this year’s Wel
come Week, Youngstown 
State University will wel
come special guest Tyrone 
Wells to perform once again 
on campus during a Penguin 
Pre-Party.

Wells, who recently re
leased his fifth album, “Metal

and Wood,” will take the stage 
for a second time after open
ing for Matt Nathanson and 
Augustana during last year’s 
Welcome Week.

Student programming in
tern Danielle Long said Wells 
was chosen after overwhelm
ing support from the student 
body.

“Tyrone Wells was a pretty 
easy one. We picked him ba
sically because he opened for 
Matt Nathanson and Augusta

na last fall, so we wanted to 
bring him back because we 
knew a lot of people liked 
him,” Long said. “It just hap
pened to be a really good 
opportunity as far as routing 
because he’s going to be in 
Pittsburgh the night before ... 
it just was one of those things 
that just fell together.”

Sophomore Susan Rowe 
voiced her support for the 
pick as well.

“I am definitely going to

see Tyrone Wells,” she said. 
“I love everything about his 
music, especially his voice, 
and his lyrics are very relat- 
able.”

The concert will begin at 
7 p.m. in Peaberry’s Cafe on 
Sept. 16. It will be shortened 
to two hours, as opposed to the 
normal three-hour runtime, 
and features only the headlin
ing band. Long said this was 
changed to reduce the number 
of students leaving before the

set is finished.
The Penguin Pre-Party is 

free to students. A variety of 
prizes will be offered during 
the evening.

“As far as prizes this year, 
we have a lot of good concert 
tickets we’re giving away,” 
Long said. “If you come to 
all five [Penguin Pre-Parties], 
at the end of the last one, you 
can get put into a drawing for 
a free acoustic guitar and 12 
free guitar lessons.”

A glimpse into the study 
habits of YSU's finest
Marissa M cIntyre
REPORTER

The dean’s list; for all stu
dents it’s a goal. Some strive 
for it more than others. Some 
believe that it’s too unreach
able to even try. Or is it?

Youngstown State Univer
sity senior Jeanette Iskander, 
who is double majoring in psy
chology and political science, 
said some of the techniques 
she uses help her achieve her 
academic goals.

“Using a planner is ex
tremely important for me. It 
helps me to know when I have 
exams and when I have proj
ects due so I know when to 
get to work,” she said. “Note 
cards seem to really help me. 
If you need to memorize mate
rial, it’s an easy way to study. 
Plus, actually writing out the 
information seems to really 
help me retain the subject.”

But what happens when you 
actually sit down to study, and 
there’s a computer with easy 
access to distractions, people 
texting and the ever-important 
Facebook?

“If it’s a more challenging 
class that requires my utmost 
attention, there can be no dis
tractions. No TV, no cell phone 
and definitely no Facebook,” 
Iskander said. “I usually have 
to sit at a table in a room by 
myself in order to not get dis
tracted.”

“If the material isn’t as 
challenging, I can sometimes 
listen to music while I work,” 
she said.

While textbooks can, at 
times, be a heavy burden on 
the pocketbook, Iskander said 
it’s important to read the text 
for each class.

“I also think it’s extremely 
helpful to read your text way 
before the exam. Don’t wait 
until the last minute because 
if you do, you may encounter 
material that you don’t quite 
understand and you might not

“I try to complete my 
school work as mrly 
in tfw dm  m possib 
solm nm m tim eto  
sodalim with others. 
Howemr, if the work 
isn't done, !don't go
ou tw

-  Jeanette Iskander, 
senior

have time to ask the professor 
for help,” she said.

It’s no secret that studying 
is important, but it’s not the 
only part of a student’s life 
that is important in order to 
succeed.

“I try to complete my 
school work as early in the day 
as possible so I can have time 
to socialize with others. How
ever, if the work isn’t done, I 
don’t go out,” Iskander said.

And she’s not the only one 
who takes the initiative to put 
work before play. Emily Ze- 
hall, a sophomore dental hy
giene major, agrees.

“Balancing school and rec
reation is usually pretty easy. 
When the school work is fin
ished, rec time can come,” she 
said.

Fear not, school doesn’t 
have to be the entire life of a 
student.

Zehall said some activi
ties that help keep her active 
outside of school are tennis, 
horseback riding, kayaking 
and spending time at Mill 
Creek Park and the Andrews 
Student Recreation and Well
ness Center at YSU.

“When studying, L usually 
pick a quiet setting, make sure 
the TV is off and [make sure] 
that I’m not lying on my bed,” 
she said. “As well as taking 
breaks every hour or so, and 
go back to studying when I 
can.”

• ■  ■  ■  ■  ■ ■  i ■
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A Youngstown Staple since 1974
Robert M erz
REPORTER

He meets your gaze with 
a warm, firm resolve, his face 
eventually breaking into a 
welcoming smile as he grasps 
your hand with a firm, solid 
shake.

“How are you doing to
day?” he asks playfully.

You have just met 
Charlie Staples, owner of 
Youngstown’s landmark bar
becue restaurant, Charlie 
Staples Original Famous Bar- 
B-Que.

Behind his wide smile and 
engaging eyes is a man of 
many talents, a man who is 
more than the “Barbecue King 
of Youngstown.”

Now 62, Staples was bom in 
Williamson, W.Va. His family 
moved to Kentucky and even
tually settled in Youngstown 
when Staples was five. He 
attended Elm Street School, 
then Hayes Middle School, 
then Rayen High School, be
fore being sent to Columbus at 
age 15 to attend Central High 
School, from which he would 
later graduate.

After graduation, Staples 
joined the Marine Corps and 
volunteered for service in 
Vietnam. He had not disclosed 
he had asthma when he joined, 
and as soon as it was discov
ered, Staples was discharged.

“I knew I had it. They did 
not ask me, so I did not tell 
them,” he said.

The humble 
beginnings of a 

self-made man
“I wanted a business with 

all my heart,” Staples said. “I 
had a burning in my stomach. 
I had to have my own busi
ness.”

Surprisingly, his 
first inclination was 
not barbecue; he first 
sought to open a con
venience store, but the 
deal went south. After
ward, he approached 
the owner and asked 
frankly why the busi
ness was for sale to 
begin with. When it 
became clear that the 
profit margins were 
not what Staples had 
imagined, he focused 
on what the seller was 
setting his own sights 
on: the restaurant
business.

As it turned out, 
fate would intervene.

Staples described 
how meeting Bill 
Robinson, owner of 
Bill Robinson’s BBQ, 
was fortuitous. Robin
son’s eatery had been 
located on the comer 
across the street from 
the current restaurant 
since 1934.

“I was eager and hungry 
for something. I didn’t know 
nothing about cookin’,” Sta
ples said.

Undeterred, Staples bought 
out the 85-year-old Robinson 
in 1974, and the restaurant 
was renamed C. Staples Bar- 
B-Que.

“[Robinson] was extreme
ly upset about changing the 
name, and he let me know it 
in no uncertain terms,” Staples 
said.

Staple’s face grew more se
rious as he continued.

“He just couldn’t physical
ly do it anymore. His business 
had dropped to about nothing. 
He taught me everything I still 
know about the barbecue busi
ness,” Staples said.

Staples paused.
“He treated me like a son,” 

he said.
It took only a short time for 

Staples to make his mark.

“We were able, within a 
two- or three-year period, to 
become the barbecue king 
in Youngstown,” Staples re
marked with pride.

A short time after, Staples 
expanded the 
restaurant to Co
lumbus where he 
opened two new 
stores, the most 
successful being 
at the comer of 
Livingston Av
enue and Alum 
Creek. The loca
tion proved to be 
ideal.

“I leased it, 
renovated it ...got 
fancy uniforms.
Man, we hit with 
a splash,” Staples 
said. “We literally 
could not handle 
the business. We 
had to cook ribs 
24 hours a day.
When we left at 
night, we’d lock 
the door and the 
rib cooks would 
stay in there all 
night. We did that 
every day.”

At the time,
Columbus was 
considered a res
taurant proving 
ground of sorts, and Staple’s 
success was noticed immedi
ately.

“That comer was a sleep
er,” Staples said. “Soon here 
comes Wendy’s, McDonald’s, 
Elby’s. Every six months there 
was a new one. Bam! Bam! 
Bam!”

The birth of the 
Wing Ding?

It was not long before Sta
ples would feel the sharp spear 
of competition. Elby’s restau
rant introduced a liver, rice and

mand. I’m thinking what kind 
of a can of worms did we open 
up here?”

The success of Char
lie’s paddles would eventu
ally catch the attention of an

up-and-coming bar and grill 
called Buffalo Wild Wings.

“It sounds ridiculous — 
ludicrous — but the truth is, 
it was C. Staples who started 
that whole phenomenon with 
those wings,” Staples said.

“Charlie, did you 
ever realize that a 
pig only has two 
slabs of ribs?*

This quip is attributed to 
Dave Thomas, famous under
study to Col. Harland Sand-

onion dinner at the remarkable 
price of just $1.99.

“When I got off of work, I 
just went on over there and sat 
down and ate — and it was ab
solutely delicious! And I said 
... how am I going to compete 
with this?” Staples said.

The answer came from Sta
ples’ chicken supplier, Farmer 
Brown from Lancaster, Ohio, 
who offered Staples a deal he 
could not refuse: chicken wing 
“paddles.”

“Farmer Brown had a deal 
with Long John Silver’s to 
provide ‘peg legs,’ the wing 
drumette,” Staples said. “So 
he says, ‘Charlie, I can give 
you that flat part for practi
cally nothing.’”

Staples would offer the 
paddles as a loss leader, 15 for 
$1.75.

“I had no idea what I was 
doing,” Staples said. “We 
could not keep up with de

“I didn’t do bad against 
those giants — McDonald’s, 
Wendy’s. Sister’s was the last 
nail in my coffin in Columbus; 
I could not come back after 
that,” Staples said.

A new 
direction

In 1981, 
after clos
ing the C. 
Staples stores 
in Columbus, 
Staples part
nered with 
fellow res
taurant owner 
Carl Young, 
who ran the 
C. Staples 
location in 
Youngstown. 
Young died in 
1993, and his 
wife, Emma, 
then oversaw 
daily opera
tions. It was 
during these 
years that 
Staples tack
led a new 
challenge.

“I went 
and got a map 
of the United 

States, opened 
it up, and said, ‘Marge, any
where in the United States, 
where you want to live at?” 
Staples said.

They ended up in Houston. 
Staples, not one to be idle, 
quickly jumped on the idea 
of product distribution, and 
opened Hair-N-Care Beauty 
Supply in 1981.

“We had seven stores be
tween San Antonio and Hous
ton, and, by 198*5, we were the 
largest black-owned beauty 
and barber supply in the coun
try,” Staples said. “We never 
had that big item that — bam!

ers and owner of the Wendy’s 
hamburger franchise, when he 
broke the news to Staples that 
his bid to purchase C. Staples 
had fallen through.

“We done so well that Dave 
come down. He was going to 
buy C. Staples,” Staples said.

As part of the deal, Thomas 
was prepared to offer Staples 
15 percent revenue and the role 
of “goodwill ambassador.”

“I’d just fly around and 
make appearances, like the 
Colonel,” Staples said.

Unfortunately for Staples, 
the tumultuous pig market 
squashed the deal when Thom
as ’ market studies showed that 
they simply could not keep up 
with demand. Instead, Thomas 
opened Sister’s Fried Chick
en.

Eventually, pressure from 
the fast food market was just 
too much, and Staples was 
forced to close his Columbus 
stores.

— took off. I absolutely loved 
that beauty business.”

With an eye to the future, 
Staples again blazed a new 
path, this time opening Magg 
Productions, his beauty sup
ply manufacturing business 
in 1990. Staples would later 
sell Magg Productions to Soft 
Sheen, a Chicago-based com
pany.

In 2003, after Emma 
Young died, Staples moved 
Magg Productions back to 
Youngstown, and ran the 
business from a separate part 
of the C. Staples restaurant, 
which remained closed until 
2005 when Staples purchased 
the current location, formerly 
Lightner’s Auto Body, and did 
a complete renovation.

“Selling to Soft Sheen al
lowed me and my wife to put 
100 percent of our time in the 
restaurant business,” Staples 
said. “It was my deepest de
sire to stay right here. Nothing

was going to move me off this 
comer.”

And that comer at Belmont 
and West Rayen avenues has 
been good for Youngstown, as 
it has been home to the legacy 
that is Youngstown barbecue. 
Since 1934, the smoky aroma 
of slow cooked pork, chicken 
and ribs has invited, and con
tinues to invite, the barbecue 
faithful.

The Sauce...
No story on Charlie Staples 

would be complete without 
comment on the legendary 
sauce.

“No, I’m not going to share 
what’s in that,” Staples said. 
“But I will share the story Bill 
[Robinson] told me about its 
origins.”

Robinson was a furniture 
repairman and refinisher be
fore his barbecue became 
famous in the 1930s. One af
ternoon, a well-off lady from 
the Carolinas paid him a visit. 
She wanted some expensive 
furniture repaired but was not 
happy with the price Robinson 
quoted her for the work.

She countered his estimate 
with a proposal that she turn 
over her dead husband’s sauce 
recipe as partial payment. She 
said her husband had made a 
small fortune in the barbecue 
business in the Carolinas.

Robinson accepted and 
tossed the recipe into a dresser 
drawer where it sat until he 
pulled it out one Independence 
Day.

“He decided to make it for 
family that holiday,” Staples 
said. “It was a big hit. Every
body loved it. For the next 
few years, he made it on the 
Fourth, and the crowds got 
bigger. Eventually, the furni
ture business died out, and he 
just made the barbecue.” 

Staples said he hasn’t mod
ified the recipe.

“It is the same, ex
act recipe. So is the 
cole slaw; it’s the orig
inal recipe. That sauce 
recipe is for sure over 
71 years old and prob
ably over 100,” Staples 
said. “Bill always said, 
‘No good barbecue 
man will ever sell his 
sauce.’”

But good news, 
Youngstown: Charlie 
plans to distribute the 
famous sauce locally 
in the near future.

“A Cup of 
Love**

And now for the 
secret: what is in “a 
cup of love”? Sim
ply Charlie’s love for 
Youngstown.

“I am a people per
son — I like people — 
I like interacting and 
dealing with people; 

it makes the restaurant 
business perfect,” Staples said. 
“I’ve done a lot, but the restau
rant business was always my 
first love, and I love it here.” 

Reflecting, Staples said, 
“There was no place else — 
no place else — I wanted to 
be except in my restaurant. 
That’s just where I wanted to 
be. You’re gonna get all the 
blame, or you’re gonna get 
all the credit. It makes me feel 
good to sit back and know it 
was my creation. We probably 
brought more people into add
ing barbecue to their diet than 
anyone else prior to us.”

And for now Staples has no 
plans to retire.

“Hopefully, somebody will 
come along after me or my 
wife* and put their 30 or 40 
years in ... I’d love th a t... let’s 
get some real history here,” 
Staples said.

PHOTOS BY: ROBERT MERZ/THE JAMBAR
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POSITION: Comerback
YEAR: Senior
HOMETOWN: Richmond, VA 
HIGH SCHOOL Meadowbrook 

2009 Season Stats 
TACKLES: 47

INIS: 2
FRFUM: 1

1 .VILLANOVA
2. MONTANA
3. APPALACHIAN STATE
4. WILLIAM & MARY
5. SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
6. RICHMOND
7. ELON
8. STEPHEN F. AUSTIN
9. SOUTH DAKOTA ST.
10. NEW HAMPSHIRE
11. SOUTH CAROLINA ST.
12. MCNEESE ST.
13. EAST. WASHINGTON
14. NORTHERN IOWA
15. JAMES MADISON
16. DELAWARE
17. JACKSONVILLE ST.
18. EAST. ILLINOIS
19. WEBER STATE
20. PRAIRIE ST. A&M
21. LIBERTY
22. COLGATE
23. PENN
24. MONTANA ST.
25. HOLY CROSS

MISSOURI VALLEY FOOTBALL

1. YOUNGSTOWN ST. (0-0)
2. INDIANA STATE (0-0)
3. MISSOURI STATE (0-0)
4. NORTH DAKOTA ST. (0-0)
5. NORTHERN IOWA (0-0)
6. SOUTH DAKOTA ST. (0-0)
7. SOUTHERN ILLINOIS (0-0)
8. WESTERN ILLINOIS (0-0)
9. ILLINOIS STATE

PENGUIN SPOTLIGHT

SCHEDULES

THURSDAY, AUGUST 26,2010 THEJAMBAR.COM

“[It] seems like a lot of fire with guys 
they’ve stirred up,” Jones said.

Bob Radakovich, father of sopho
more offensive tackle Andrew Radak
ovich, also attended the scrimmage, and 
he said the Penguins are doing the right 
things.

“We’re excited and hoping things 
work out better than last year,” the elder 
Radakovich said.

Even YSU President Cynthia Ander
son was impressed with how the Pen
guins looked.

“I think Coach Wolford has done 
a very good job recruiting. He’s very 
enthusiastic. I think that his values are 
very good,” Anderson said.

The Penguins are coming off a win
ning season of 6-5 but now have a new 
coach, Wolford; a new quarterback, 
redshirt freshman Kurt Hess; and a new 
starting running back, one by commit
tee similar to a season ago with Kevin 
Smith and Dana Brown.

But YSU lost an all-star receiver to 
the NFL.

The Penguins are starting from 
scratch on offense. None of this seems 
to faze Wolford.

Lipari named pitching coach, recruiting coordinator
Oct. 9- NORTH DAKOTA ST. 

Oct. 16- ©Western III.

Oct. 23- @ South Dakota St. 

Oct. 30- UNI (Homecoming)

Keith Langford Jr.
SPORTS EDITOR

Another Youngstown State Univer
sity football season draws near, and 

buzz around Penguin nation points 
the new sheriff in town, the big, bad 

wolf: Eric Wolford.
Many questions have been raised 

Wolford since he’s been in charge 
after Jon Heacock stepped down as head 
coach. Is this guy as good as he seems? 
Would his charisma and energy trans- 

into wins for the Penguins?
Wolford certainly looks the part as 

coach of a blue-collar team like YSU, 
but will it bring fans, who were non
existent toward the end of the Heacock 
era, back to the Ice Castle? Can he put 
fans back into Stambaugh Stadium?

Some fans who showed up for the 
scrimmage Saturday certainly hope to 
get their money’s worth come the regu
lar season.

Allen Jones Sr. of Youngstown 
watched the Penguins’ scrimmage; he 
sensed a completely different team than 
the one who played a season ago.

“I feel confident and obviously in 
what our football team has as far as 
guys that want to work hard and to do 
things right. We’ve changed the atti
tude, we’ve changed the culture here,” 
Wolford said.

Hess said he doesn’t seem too ner
vous at the notion of starting the season 
on the road at Pennsylvania State Uni
versity.

“I won’t be too nervous,” Hess said 
about the season opener in Happy Val
ley. “I want to go out and take full ad
vantage and go out and get a win.”

On the defensive end, the Penguins 
lost three of the top four leaders in tack
les from a season ago. The only one 
who has returned from last season is se
nior free safety Andre Elliot.

Another key contributor to last sea
son’s defense was junior Deonta Tate. 
Tate had a solid season with 35 tackles 
in eight games played. Only a couple of 
Penguins had more tackles from a sea
son ago.

“As we grow as a defense, it’s about 
what we are willing to give up for that 
person next to us,” Tate said about the 
upcoming season.

Jordan Uhl
SPORTS REPORTER

Dan Lipari, who spent last season as a 
volunteer assistant coach for the Youngstown 
State University baseball team, was 
recently named assistant coach and 
recruiting coordinator.

Replacing his older brother, Tom, 
who took a pitching coach position 
with the University of Pittsburgh,
Lipari will fulfill similar duties.

Head coach Rich Pasquale, who 
made the decision, chose Lipari for LIPARI
his organizational skills and the 
quality of work he put in with the pitchers 
last season.

“Our players, especially the pitchers, all 
respected Coach Lipari’s knowledge. He’s 
an up and comer in [Division I]. He’s very 
positive, and I’m encouraged with how he 
handled the day-to-day last year,” Pasquale 
said. “He’s got a passion for the game, and I 
can trust him. He comes from a good base
ball family and gets things done. He does 
them the right way. When he goes around 
recruiting, he’s a very good representation 
of the program. I’m comfortable with him.”

Eric Marzec and Aaron Swenson, who 
were signed to professional contracts, con
tacted Pasquale and suggested the younger

Lipari for the vacant position, solidifying 
Pasquale’s decision.

Lipari began to draw attention over the 
summer for his performance as a coach of 
the Brainerd Lakes Area Lunkers in the 
North woods Summer Collegiate League.

“That was a great experience. I 
wouldn’t trade it for the world,” Li
pari said. “Brainerd was a great op
portunity, but where I want to be, I 
eventually want to have my own col
lege program. For that to happen, I 
need to stay in the NCAA, and I need 
recruiting experience.”

The manager of the Brainerd or
ganization offered Lipari a manage

rial position, which Lipari declined because 
he would be “unable to keep a recruiting 
position.”

Pasquale pointed out how remarkable Li
pari’s performance was, given the inability 
to work pitchers as hard due to pitch counts 
and their college coach’s stipulations.

Looking forward, Lipari said he’s opti
mistic.

“From a pitching standpoint, there’s a 
lot of young guys. Last season we had three 
true freshmen have over 20 appearances,” 
Lipari said. “As for the older guys, they 
know what to expect. They know their time 
with Youngstown State baseball won’t last, 
they will make the most of it.”

FOOTBALL
Sept. 4- @ Penn State 

Sept. 11-BUTLER 

Sept. 18- CENTRAL CONN. ST. 

Sept. 25- SOUTHER ILL.

Oct. 2- @ Missouri State

Nov. 6- @ Illinois St. 

Nov. 13- Indiana St.

New pitching coach and recruiting 
coordinator Dan Lipari looks on at 
last season's Penguin baseball team.


