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WOMEN'S SOCCER SLOW START ATTRIBUTED TO INJURIES

Campus repairs, renovations greet students
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Several construction projects on YSU's campus were recently completed, while others are underway. Tod Hall, which houses university administrative offices 
and is located off o f University Plaza, received a facelift this summer in the form o f the Eastern Gateway entrance. Additionally, Coffelt Hall, once the home o f the 
Writing Center, has been transformed into the new home o f graduate studies and research.

Witness list includes 
several YSU officials
Dan Pom
NEWS EDITOR

On Friday, the Mahoning 
County Prosecutor’s office re
leased a list of 20 witnesses in 
the criminal trial of embattled 
ex-union boss Ivan Maldonal- 
do, including 11 Youngstown 
State University employees.

Maldonado was named 
in a 24-count indictment in 
March along with his nephew, 
Anthony J. Maldonado, and 
former YSU payroll manager 
Ron Granger. Maldonado is 
accused of records tampering 
to obtain free tuition for his 
nephew and unspecified ben
efits for Granger.

The indictment cites Mal
donado for 10 counts of theft, 
two counts each of theft in of
fice and falsification, and one 
count each of records tamper
ing and grand theft.

In March, Robert Bush, 
chief of the criminal division 
of the prosecutor’s office, sent 
letters of notification to 10 in
dividuals who allegedly would

have received unauthorized 
pension credit from Maldona
do’s alleged acts of theft. They 
were notified that their names 
were mentioned in the investi
gation and advised to contact 
attorneys as needed.

Those individuals were 
named as witnesses Friday.

They include six members 
of YSU’s union of Associ
ated Classified Employees, 
of which Maldonado was 
president: Raymond Cruick- 
shank, groundskeeper; Sheila 
Maldonado, human resources 
benefit management represen
tative and Ivan’s wife; Richard 
Sweany, administrative assis
tant in registration; Mark Wel- 
ton, data security supervisor in 
network telecommunications; 
and Bernice Hamrock, admin
istrative assistant in payroll.

Four others, Cory V. Car- 
foro, Michael Pieton, Frank 
Richards and Marie Volpe are 
former employees but have 
not been at YSU for at least 
four years.

Other YSU employees were
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Lindsey Ramdin
NEWS REPORTER

Students were greeted on cam
pus this semester with new buildings, 
freshly paved sidewalks and the prom
ise of a more student-oriented campus.

Many construction projects that be
gan last spring were finished during the 
summer, including the new William
son College of Business Administra
tion, the Eastern Gateway entrance at 
Tod Hall, Coffelt Hall and the Rats at 
Wick.

Students walking toward campus 
from University Plaza are met by the 
new, aesthetically pleasing Tod Hall 
entrance. Construction on the East
ern Gateway entrance began last year 
and was finished mid-way through the

summer.
Across the street, Coffelt Hall, for

mer home of the Youngstown State 
University Writing Center, was also 
under construction, but is now finished 
and running as the new center for grad
uate studies and research.

“It’s easier to work on buildings 
during summer semesters because 
there are fewer students on campus,” 
said Rich White, associate director of 
planning ^nd construction. “The sum
mer is the perfect time to get in and fix 
these hazards because there is less traf
fic on campus.”

But, despite progress, White said 
construction would still occur during 
fall and summer semesters.

Deconstruction of the former Wick 
Pollock Inn has begun. The president’s 
new residence is scheduled to be com

plete by mid-July.
Money from state funding has 

helped with repaving sidewalks 
throughout campus.

“Every year we allocate funds to
ward concrete re
placement,” White 
said. “The concrete 
crumbles or cracks, 
which creates a safety 
hazard for students.”

Junior Alyssa 
Krohn didn’t no
tice the construction 
while she was on 
campus in the sum
mer.

“I park in the M-2 
deck and stay close 
to that building, so I 
didn’t really see any

of the construction, besides the work 
being done on the parking decks,” 
Krohn said.

REPAIRS PAGE 3

Students wait in line at the YSU bookstore, which has implemented a textbook rental pro
gram that is awaiting federal grant funding.

Federal grant could expand textbook rental options
Andrea DeMart
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

The Youngstown State 
University Bookstore is hop
ing to receive grant money to 
support its new textbook rental 
program.

The U.S. Department of 
Education is making $9.9 mil
lion available to institutions 
of higher education to support

pilot programs and expand 
services that would create the 
option of renting textbooks.

The program was created 
by U.S. Rep. Tim Ryan of 
Niles, D-17th, and U.S. Rep. 
Jason Altmire of McCand- 
less, D-4th, to save students 
money.

Ryan’s office in Warren 
made schools in his district 
— Kent State University, the 
University of Akron, YSU and 
Eastern Gateway Community 

College — 
aware of the 
grant program.

Since the 
grant is com
petitive, each 
school had to 
apply for the

funds.
“We don’t know [which 

schools applied] until deadline 
passes, but we do know YSU 
applied,” said Heather McMa
hon, communications director 
at Ryan’s office. “YSU let our 
office know they applied.”

Though award amounts are 
not available, the U.S. Depart
ment of Education estimated 
individual awards to range 
from $900,000 to $1.1 million 
for the 24-month program.

Leonard Sefcik, sales man
ager of the YSU Bookstore, 
said he thinks this new service 
will be helpful to students.

“If they are not going to 
major in the subject, I would
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"Welcome Week helped 
me learn about all the 
organizations and clubs 
on campus. I enjoyed the 
music by the fountain."
Britany Singleton, freshman

"They had some fun 
things to do. The free 
nachos outside the li
brary was very cool."
Elizabeth Boggs, sophomore

"I checked out some of 
the programs outside 
Kilcawley. [Ifni] look
ing forward to now 
getting involved with  
the chess club."
Harold Shuler, freshman
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News
NEWS BRIEFS

Cultural Arts Series
President Anderson, Cabinet look to pave roadway to success

will feature YSU 
Jazz Ensemble

The Jewish Community 
Center Cultural Arts Series 
will feature the YSU Dana 
School of Music Jazz En
semble on Sept. 21 at noon 
at the Jewish Community 
Center, 505 Gypsy Lane. The 
cost of the performance is $10 
for non-members and $7 for 
members. The admission cost 
includes lunch. The YSU Jazz 
Ensemble will be playing big 
band favorites, and the perfor
mance marks the beginning 
of a new partnership between 
the community center and the 
College of Fine and Perform
ing Arts.

YSU alumnus stars 
in 2010 Emmy 

Award-winning 
comedy series

YSU alumnus Ed O’Neill 
and the cast of the new hit TV 
comedy series “Modem Fami
ly” took home the 2010 Emmy 
Award for Outstanding Com
edy Series. O’Neill, who was 
bom in Youngstown, attended 
Ursuline High School and 
played football at YSU. He is 
widely known for his role in 
the TV show “Married With 
Children,” which was nomi
nated for two Golden Globe 
Awards. #

POLICE BRIEFS

Person barricaded 
in house

On Thursday, YSU Police 
responded to an off-campus 
location at the request of the 
Youngstown Police Depart
ment, in reference to a person 
barricaded with a weapon. The 
suspect was taken into cus
tody by the university police. 
A weapon was not found when 
the house was searched.
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Breathing problems 
a t Courtyards

Alicia Patillo
REPORTER

Youngstown State University Presi
dent Cynthia Anderson and her Cabinet 
have been diligently at work preparing for 
a clear direction to attain student, faculty 
and staff success.

With the addition of a few members, 
and the previous administration from for
mer YStJ President David Sweet, Ander
son is confident in her goals for the aca
demic year and future of the university.

“I have much faith in our university, 
the faculty, staff and our wonderful stu
dents. I believe we have a bright future 
ahead of us,” Anderson said.

Anderson said it is the responsibility of 
the faculty, staff and her to provide each 
student with a “roadmap for success.” 

“This means the proper courses, advis
ing, counseling, mentoring, both for aca
demic growth as well as developmental 
and social growth,” Anderson said.

In addition to improving the path to 
academic scheduling, Anderson and her 
administration plan to work on “organiz
ing all of our enrollment services together 
in one building, making the enrollment 
process more accessible and efficient.” 

Anderson said it is important to “iden
tify the varying individual needs of our 
students and do the best to provide ser
vices which meet those needs.”

With many goals for YSU students, 
Anderson said she believes it is part of the 
university’s job to “prepare students for 
the jobs of the future.”

“We will need to propose and provide

our students with the appropriate academ
ic programs for the 21st century,” Ander
son said. “Many students would like to 
remain in the Mahoning Valley or nearby 
after graduation. Thus, it is incumbent 
upon us to both initiate and participate in 
economic development efforts throughout 
the Valley.”

Anderson said she has great faith in 
this university and wants to spread word 
of the success that comes with YSU. With 
the accomplishments throughout the years 
at YSU, Anderson said; “We have much 
to brag about.”

“I want to showcase the achievement 
and successes of our wonderful students 
to the entire country and world,” Anderson 
said. “It is absolutely time that we show 
and tell the world that our graduates are 
second to none. Our graduates have made 
phenomenal accomplishments. They have 
been accepted at very prestigious gradu
ate schools.”

Anderson said “technology is a major 
part of our daily and professional lives.” 
She would like to keep technology fresh 
and available for students, faculty and 
staff.

“Our computer science and informa
tion systems department, in collaboration 
with the many technology services on 
campus, must take the lead and guide us 
in the technology area,” Anderson said.

For students who enroll at the univer
sity level and are in need of “remedial and 
developmental work or courses with defi
ciencies,” Anderson said she would work 
to provide a “success process” for those 
students.

“Student success and academic excel
lence need to be inherent in everything

that we do at YSU,” Anderson said.
Anderson and her administration plan 

to keep university diversity an ongoing 
priority.

“We need to embrace diversity in all 
that we endeavor and represent,” Ander
son said.

By December, Anderson and the mem
bers of her administration will have de
veloped a strategic plan to guide them 
through 2020.

“That strategic plan will identify goals, 
objectives [and] priorities of YSU,” An
derson said.

The plan will also include funding is
sues in relation to the university’s priori
ties.

“I look forward to working with my 
colleagues on these and many other initia
tives and goals,” Anderson said.

Ikram Khawaja, a member of the Cabi
net and provost and vice president for aca
demic affairs, said he plans to pursue the 
goals of the university’s strategic plan.

“[The plan is] to participate and de
velop a robust institutional strategic plan. 
The process is underway and will be im
plemented as soon as feasible,” Khawaja 
said.

Jack Fahey, interim vice president for 
student affairs and new Cabinet member, 
plans to “support President’s Anderson’s 
theme of the student success by leading 
and supporting the division of student af
fairs.”

Fahey added that he hopes to reach 
success in the goals set for growth of an 
enrollment center in Jones Hall, interact
ing with students and to represent “coop
eration, support and positivity.”

On Thursday, YSU Police 
and Rural Metro ambulance 
services were dispatched to the 
University Courtyard Apart
ments to assist a student with 
breathing problems. Oxygen 
was administered to the stu
dent and no transport was nec
essary.
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Saving lives is not wily a good thing 
it makes yoy feel good-too.

Plasma Donors Needed Now

Please help us help those coping with rare, 
chronic, genetic diseases.

New donors can receive $2$ today and $75 
th is  week !

Ask about our Specialty Programs!

Must be IS years or older, have valid LD, along 

with proof of SStf and local residency.

Walk-ins Welcome,

got an opinion?.
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One of the largest future 
construction projects will be 
the renovation of Kilcawley 
Center.

WTC Architects from 
Pittsburgh have designed the 
renovation to make Kilcawley 
Center more inviting to stu
dents.

The renovation will be a 
unique project because the 
construction will span two 
summers, taking approxi
mately 18 months to finish. 
The construction will be con
tinuous, but the major portions 
of construction will be done 
during the summer to avoid 
interrupting the functions of 
the building. Architects are fo
cusing on making the building 
more approachable.

Right now, White said Kil
cawley Center is “blocky” in 
sections. He hopes to move the 
Chestnut Room to the second 
floor next to the kitchen to im
prove the building’s usability.

“The current adjacencies 
don’t work well,” he said.

“There needs to be more or
ganization in the placement of 
rooms.”

White added that there are 
plans to renovate the north and 
south entrances because when 
students walk by Kilcawley 

■ Center, they cannot see what 
is going on inside.

By opening these entrances, 
White continued, students will 
be able to see inside the build
ing from the walkway and be 
encouraged to come inside 
and make use of the building’s 
gathering space.

The entire project will cost 
an estimated $10 million. The 
funds for this project will 
come from state of Ohio capi
tal funds, bond funds and YSU 
funds.

“It will be worth it,” Whi^e 
said. ”It will look nice.”

In addition to the KilcawlCy 
Center renovation, other fu
ture construction plans include 
the M-2 parking deck, athletjic 
fields west of Fifth Avenue apd 
building system upgrades.
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suggest it to them,” he said.
Sefcik added that the YSU 

Bookstore may have an ad
vantage over other textbook 
providers such as Campus 
Book and Supply, which does 
not offer rentals.

“Maybe a little,” Sefcik 
said, “[We] are attracting more 
students. [We] hear students 
talk about it.”

Kelsey Wickline, a fresh
man majoring in criminal jus
tice and forensic science, was 
unaware that renting textbooks 
was an option.

“I knew I could do it at the 
library. I didn’t know they did 
it here [at the bookstore],” she 
said.

Wickline had already pur
chased her textbooks but said 
if she had known about the 
rental program she might have 
rented some textbooks.

Jess Nerone, a freshman in 
business, cited cost as the rea
son she chose to rent.

“[The book] was $40 
cheaper,” she said. “It was in 
better condition because it is a 
brand-new book.”

Nerone said she would rent 
textbooks again.

Sefcik said he thinks there 
has been a good response from

students and also is hearipg 
staff members talk about tjhe 
program.

“It will help us stay cofii- 
petitive in the market,” he 
said.

There are stipulations stu
dents must follow and agre^ to 
before renting text.

Students must complete a 
store contract and agree to the 
terms. The text must be re
turned one day following the 
semester’s end in no wc r̂se 
condition than it was rented, 
though normal highlighting 
and writing is permitted.

Sefcik said the rental price 
is discounted on top of the hew 
and used prices, which creates 
a bigger cost savings for stu
dents.

Fewer than 20 titles are 
available for renting at the 
YSU Bookstore, but Sefcik 
said the bookstore may expand 
its selection.

Students can refer to the 
YSU Bookstore website for 
the complete list of titles avail
able for rent, or they can stop 
by the bookstore. Books avail
able for rent are marked jwith 
a large tag, which includes 
a breakdown of the vafious 
price points.

403(b) & 457(b) 
Annuity Fair

Attention All YSU Employees 

Wednesday, September 8, 2010 

10:00am -  3:00pm 

Ohio Room -  Kilcawley Center

YSU is hosting its 2nd Annuity Fair to give our new 
employees as well as our current employees a chance to  
meet with the vendors that are approved providers with 
the University.

We will have representatives on hand from the 
companies to answer your questions about what their 
company has to offer.

Among the vendors scheduled are:

Valle - 403(b) & 457(b) Lincoln Financial - 403(b)
Ameriprlse Financial - 403(b) Ohio Deferred Comp. - 457(b) 
ASPire Fin. Serv. - 403(b) *New* Pacific Life - 403(b)
First Investors - 403(b) TIAA-CREF - 403(b)
ING Financial - 403(b)

For more information call Bernie atx3130

mSmile..

&  Biotest
fm m  fcr ill*

444 M artin Luther King jU fd. 
Youngstown, Oft 44502 
330 - 743-1317
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named on the list also. Beth 
Ann Yeatts, a certified public 
accountant with the depart
ment of student accounts and 
university receivables; Elaine 
Ruse, director of financial 
aid and scholarships; Eileen 
Greaf, executive director of 
financial services; and Lt. 
Mike Cretella of the YSU Po
lice.

The list does not specify 
the nature of their involve
ment, but they were not men
tioned as people of interest in 
the indictment or the periph
ery thereof.

Other notable witnesses 
include John P. Donchess, a 
CPA with Packer-Thomas, an 
investment and accounting 
firm that handles many YSU 
accounts. Nicole Naples-Fer- 
raro of Packer-Thomas was 
also named. Lisa Rodriguez 
of the Ohio Public Employees 
Retirement System was men

tioned as well.
OPERS handles the prjivate 

retirement accounts, invest
ments and legal interests of 
public employees. Andy Bar
kley is a certified marketing 
executive with the Associated 
School Employees Credit 
Union office in Warren.

The remainder of th|e list 
includes a records custodian 
with Simco Management 
Corp., an apartment manage
ment company; an assistant 
manager from The Meadows 
of Boardman, a Simco prop
erty; a records custodian with 
PNC of Pittsburgh; an inde
pendent tax accountant a Gi
rard Municipal Court clerk; 
an attorney; and an Ohio State 
Highway patrolman.

Only Hamrock and Swea- 
ny could be reached for com
ment, but they refused. (Yeatts, 
Ruse and the university had 
no comment as well.
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CLASSIFIEDS
HOUSING

BIG HOUSES,
SMALL PRICES
Chris has nice 2 or 4 bedroom 
homes available for your group. 
All utilities, appliances, ADT, 
plus cable & internet. From 
$395.00 per person. Call Chris 
to arrange your tour 330-743- 
7368.

Off campus residence near 
Lyden House for longer distance 
students. Accommodates 4, 
furnished, laundry, parking 
lot, 2 bathrooms, utilities paid, 
security. $280 month each. Call 
330-755-7986

House for rent: 4-5 bdrms, 2 
baths, parking, alarm, cable, 
laundry, semi furnished. Near 
campus. $650 plus utilities. Call 
330-533-4148

House for rent: 2 bdrm, laundry, 
parking, alarm, cable, near 
campus. Available August 1. 
$450 plus utilities. 330-533-4148

OPEN SIX DAYS 
A W EEK

• Breakfast
• Lunch

Dinner
11/2 blocks from 
Covelli Center

advertise with the jambar 
call us at: (330) 941-1990

Live. Laugh. 
Learn all 
you can

On campus and online, 
UnitedHealthcare 

StudentResources is with 
you every step of the way.
Check out the student health insurance plan 
designed just for Youngstown State University 
studerTtsatwww.uhC8r.com/YSU. Online 
enrollment is easy and takes only minutesl

Then, become a fan on Facebook at 
www.faoebook.oom/StudentRe90uces
to leam how you can live better, 
laugh harder and make the most of 
your health insurancel

Questions? Just call 800-787-0700

UnitedHealthcare?* ..

Underwritten by UnitedHealthcare 
Insurance Company
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Welcome

YSU Students, faculty and 
staff from your neighbors at 
First Presbyterian Church

Wick Ave at Wood St.

WE DO FUNDRAISERS

Let us come to your business, 
organization or fundraisers.
We have the largest selection 
of handbags, sunglasses and 
more at the lowest prices. 15% 
of sales to the charity of your 
choice or receive 15% of sales in 
merchandise 216-536-7226

Please feel welcome to visit or contact us at
330- 744-4307

# ✓

Lisa@fpcyo.org
www.fpcyo.oifg

http://www.uhC8r.com/YSU
http://www.faoebook.oom/StudentRe90uces
mailto:Lisa@fpcyo.org
http://www.fpcyo.oifg
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OUR SIDE

Higher
learning

The Jambar
EDITORIAL BOARD

RELATED STORY
Breaking barriers, page 6

The purpose of a college education is to 
prepare you for the workforce.

Wrong.
The often-understated goal of higher edu

cation, however, is a bi-product of an amal
gamation of differing religions, ethnicities 
and values.

College is, whether we realize it or not, in
tended to break down students’ theocentrici- 
ties and ethnocentricities; Its actual student- 
focused purpose is to promote knowledge 
and expand our understanding of the world 
around us.

Students are encouraged to be empathetic 
and compassionate through general educa
tion courses. Knowledge is no substitute for 
compassion, but understanding is the first 
step toward intelligent discussion.

The proposed construction of a Muslim 
mosque at ground zero puts a fresh time 
stamp on an age-old debate.

While the Big Apple balances religious 
freedom and American sensitivity, the con
versation has spilled over to YSU with the 
Muslim Student Organization.

The university is Ground Zero for prag
matic debate in the Mahoning Valley.

While churches, synagogues and mosques 
outside campus clearly define the religious 
beliefs of the community, the lines become 
blurred when students attend the same class
es, participate in the same discussions and 
accept each other’s existence for the sake of 
civility.

College affords the tools needed to con
tinue vibrant discussion; tools that will only 
rust with indifference.

The greatest societal challenge upon grad
uation will not be finding a career but rather 
sustaining the knowledge we have attained 
and the tolerance for healthy debate.

Never falter in your beliefs. While sub
mission to a sensitive issue will never extin
guish a heated debate, irrationality will only 
fan the flames.

— ABOUTTHE JAIVIBAR=—
Since being founded by Burke Lyden in 1931, 

The Jambar has won nine Associated Collegiate 
Press Honors. The Jambar is published twice 
weekly during the fall and spring semesters and 
weekly during summer sessions. Mail subscrip
tions are $25 per academic year. Additional cop
ies of The Jambar are $1 each.

OUR SIDE POLICY
The editorial board that writes Our Side edi

torials consists of the editor-in-chief, managing 
editor and news editor. These dpinion pieces are 
written separately from news articles and draw on 
the opinions of the entire writing staff. The Jam
bar’s business manager and non-writing staff do 
not contribute to editorials, and the adviser does 
not have final approval.

=Y0UR SIDE POLICY-

The Jambar, encourages letters to the editor. E- 
mail submissions are welcome at editor@thejam- 
bar.com. Letters should concern campus issues, 
must be typed and must not exceed 400 words. 
Submissions must include the writer’s name and 
telephone number for verification and the writer’s* 
city of residence for printing. Letters are subject to 
editing for spelling, grammar and clarity. The edi
torial board reserves the right to reject commen
taries that are libelous or that don’t defend opin
ion with facts from reliable sources. The editorial 
board will request a rewrite from the submitting 
writer based on these requirements.

Letters will not be rejected based on the view 
expressed in them. Letters may be rejected if they 
are not relevant to Jambar readers, seek free pub
licity or if the editorial staff decides the subject 
has been sufficiently aired. The Jambar will not 
print letters that libelous, threatening, obscene or 
indecent. The Jambar does not withhold the names 
of writers of letters or guest commentaries.

The views and opinions expressed in letters 
and commentaries on the opinion page do not 
necessarily reflect those of The Jambar staff. Edi
torials do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 
the faculty, staff or administration of Youngstown 
State University.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
SEND US AN E MAIL

THEJAMBAR@GMAIL.COM

WHAT? PM SUPPOSED 
TQ SIT HERE WHILE 
FOX NEWS ACCEPTS 
MONEY F20M A 
MUSLIM TERRORIST?

WHY CAN T 
YOU JUST 
CHANGE 
CHANNELS 
LIKE EVERY
BODY ELSE?

The views o f this syndicated artist do not necessarily agree with those o f The Jambar.

Parking is a pain. There are not enough spots 
for too many students. You know what makes it 
worse? (People who can’t park and take up multiple 
spots. There’s no reason that some a -h — in an Audi 
should take up two spots. In fact, that a—h— should 
either be ticketed or towed. Especially given that ev
eryone knows how much of a pain it is to park right
now. Taking up multiple spots is the. ultimate d-----
move. While I was parking this morning, I counted 
the number of spots that I could have parked in 
had someone not decided to take multiple spots. I 
counted a half a dozen in one circuit of the deck. Six 
people taking up 12 spots. Seriously?

Jay Beane 
Cuyahoga Falls .

As a! freshman here years ago I was required to 
take an intro to philosophy class. At the time, fresh 
out of high school, I didn’t have a clue what the 
word encompassed or how the term related to re
ligion, ijnainly because in our household the only 
philosophy emphasized was that of the Bible.

I truly struggled with the subject and did not un
derstand the concept at all.

Now fast-forward 42 years later and the subject 
fascinates me. My reading material is mostly books 
on philosophy and religion.

The rteason for this is my love also of history and 
the way that ideas are formed over time that shape 
our societies, some good and some bad.

For me I believe life experiences are the most 
important factor in one’s development as a member 
of society, and we each have our own paths.

What has shaped my worldview over the years 
has beep many things including books, poems, 
songs, ait, movies, speeches, conversations, observ
ing people and just being curious about the world 
around rhe.

This curiosity about the world or thirst for knowl
edge is important to us all in order to live a meaning
ful life. For some, this idea of a virtuous life comes 
from revelation or sacred texts. This is limited and 
not reliable because of leadership agendas, unreli
able evidence and ideas that are frozen in time.

Fortunately there is an alternate way, which is 
humanism, a philosophy of those who love life. Hu- 

1 manists take responsibility for their own lives and 
relish the adventure of being part of new discov
eries, seeking new knowledge, exploring new op
tions.

Instead of finding solace in prefabricated an
swers to the great questions of life, humanists enjoy 
the open-endedness of a quest and the freedom of 
discovery that entails.

Currently I’m reading “Good Without God: 
What a Billion Nonreligious People Do Believe” 
by Greg M Epstein. Another good read is “God is 
Not Great: How Religion Poisons Everything” by 
Christoper Hitchens.

Unfortunately Mr. Hitchens is dying of brain 
cancer, and 1 truly admire his courage and dignity 
by not resorting to prayer and recanting his atheist 
views. Mr. Hitchens, like myself, knows that this 
extraordinary, fragile life we are given is the only 
one we have and so we should not waste it.

James
Young:

Rogers
;stown
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Tear down your alfars 
and lifeless idols

American Journalism
Chris Cotelesse

COLUMNIST

The right to a free press is the oldest Jonas 
brother of the Bill of Rights. It’s not as dreamy 
as the right to bear arms or as funny as the right 
to a public trial. We forget that it has just as much 
talent. Objectivity in a newsroom, while never 
perfect, is essential to the democratic exchange 
of ideas.

Walter Cronkite earned the informal title of 
Most Trusted Man in America for a career of 
more than 40 years. He covered every major hap
pening, including WWII, Nuremburg, the Cu
ban Missile Crisis, JFK’s assassination, Vietnam, 
Apollo 11 and the Iran hostage crisis, all without 
mention of his personal ideology.

The journalist who holds the title for the new 
millennium, the most trusted newsman in Amer
ica — according to a Time magazine poll — is 
Comedy Central’s Jon Stewart. I’m a juvenile 
commentator in collegiate news and that shames 
me. What should the big, serious names feel?

Conservatives watch Fox News. Liberals 
watch MSNBC. No one watches CNN. I blame 
CNN. They should take advice from Stephen 
Colbert (pronounced “coal bear”), a rising star 
of American journalism: “We’re at war. Pick a 
side!” Despite the claims, most of America’s 
news heads inhabit zones unfree of spin.

There is a place for commentary, for opinion. 
It’s under a section titled as such. When commen
tators masquerade as “tell-it-like-it-is” informers, 
the void — those unable to independently formu
late ideas and opinions — are taken in by the pied 
pipers.

Newspapers are another failing enterprise, 
leaving cyberspace as the new forum for seekers 
of information. Unfortunately, the most readily 
available information is tabloids and propaganda. 
Every point of view, whether based in reason or 
not, has a website dedicated to its truthiness.

The public has an abundance of opportunity 
to choose the information they like and ignore the 
rest. However, people can’t make rational deci
sions about their lives or political fates if the in
formation used to make them isn’t reliable.

You won’t find any delusions of legitimacy 
here. I’m a columnist. I know I’m super cool, but 
don’t idolize me. Keep in mind that I’m paid to 
feed you my opinion. In the interest of full disclo
sure, I am a bleeding-heart liberal heathen.

Our nation’s youth are becoming more politi
cally involved with each passing month. That is 
good for America. What concerns me is that they 
are being led by party mouthpieces like Keith 
Olberman and Bill O’Reilly. At least Jon Stew
art can hide behind his position as a comedian. 
What’s Glenn Beck’s excuse for slapstick jour
nalism?

Good news first: The landscape of our news 
media will change as soon as the public demands 
it. Bad news: We’ll be relying on the same con
sumers that made “Twilight” into a best-selling 
book series and multimillion dollar films while 
completely overlooking Christopher Moore, 
whose vampire book series is, lijke, way awe
some.

mailto:THEJAMBAR@GMAIL.COM
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YSU student reforms religious organization

PHOTOS BY NICK YOUNG/THE JAM BAR (STARTING AT TOP 
LEFT) from left to 
right: Tachibat Turel, 
Abdulaziz Almoajil, 
Omar Alhadi, Tanveer 
Alam, Jessica Valsi and 
Zakayah Mohammed 
pose for a picture at 
their Iftar dinner for 
the Student Muslim 
Association. The group 
held the dinner Monday 
night to raise funds for 
their organization and 
for the flood victims of 
Pakistan.

(Mt): Alhadi, president 
o f the Muslim Student 
Association, was active 
in reforming the group 
that had previously 
disbanded.

Chelsea Miller
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
EDITOR

When Muslim student 
Omar Alhadi enrolled at 
Youngstown State University, 
he wanted a place where he 
could meet others on campus 
with similar beliefs and dis
cuss his religion.

He attended a meeting of 
the Muslim Student Asso
ciation but the club disbanded 
shortly after. Alhadi decided to 
take action to get the organiza
tion up and running once again 
after approval from his peers.

“I spoke to many Muslim 
students on campus and they 
were all in favor of [reforming 
the organization], so I went 
ahead and started to set it up,” 
Alhadi said. “A few months 
later, the organization was 
registered and the recruiting 
process began. After holding 
a few meetings, we started the 
planning phase and now we 
are moving into the implemen
tation phase.”

Alhadi, president of the or
ganization, said approximately 
20 students have joined and he 
hopes to gain the interest of 
others.

“[The Muslim Student 
Association] is important be
cause it provides other Mus
lim students the opportunity to 
network and become involved 
in charitable causes,” he said.

Such charitable causes in

clude canned food drives and 
trips to nursing homes and 
homeless shelters. The group 
also plans fundraising events 
to support dinners and guest 
speakers. It holds a weekly 
Friday meeting where prayer 
is held.

Although group members 
are mostly of the Islam reli
gion, Alhadi said others are 
welcome to join, regardless of 
their beliefs.

Jessica Valsi, vice president 
of the organization, was ac
tive in spreading the word of 
its rebirth as well. She said she 
hopes that they can reach out 
to other Muslim students on 
campus and to others as well.

“It’s important to reactivate 
our chapter because there’s a 
Muslim community at YSU, 
and we want a place where 
people can talk freely about 
any issue, whether it’s about 
religion or non-religious,” 
she said. ‘.‘We would like to 
have events that clear up the 
misconceptions about Islam 
and about Muslims and invite 
people to come have a good 
time.”

Tachibat Turel, professor at 
YSU, said she hopes the orga
nization will help bring a new 
light to previous misunder
standings. As a graduate stu
dent of Auburn University and 
former member of the Muslim 
Student Association there, 
Turel said she offers guidance 
to students with her former ex
perience in the organization.

She said some of the major 
misconceptions people have of 
Islam make it hard for Muslim 
students to incorporate them
selves into the community. She 
added that the Muslim Student, 
Association would help Mus
lim students reach out to oth
ers and help the community 
better understand the Muslim 
faith.

“Islam is the most misun
derstood religion in the coun
try, and sometimes it makes 
it very hard for students ... 
There are so many miscon
ceptions, especially nowadays 
you hear so much in the news 
about Islam, but the problem 
is that whenever you turn your 
TV on you hear about the 
Muslims who probably don’t 
even make up 0.001 percent 
of the entire Muslims in the 
world,” Turel said. “I’ve never 
met any extremist Muslims in 
person in my life and I grew 
up in Turkey which [is] 98 
percent Muslim.”

She said many misconcep
tions involve the religion they 
practice.

“The general misconcep
tion is that everybody thinks 
of Islam as a strange religion 
and its very different practices, 
but if you look at it there are 
so many similarities between 
Islam and Christianity and Ju
daism,” Turel said. “There are 
so many similarities between 
those three religions but unfor
tunately, some certain political 
issues always get in the way.”

Radio service gives sight to the 
visually, print impaired
Chelsea Miller
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 
EDITOR

Mike Bosela busily shuffled 
in and out of his newspaper- 
littered office, various novels 
stacked high on the shelves 
lining the hallway outside, be
fore he returned to his phone 
call.

“Sorry,” he apologized. 
“I’m scheduling.”

Jack McGowan stood next 
to Bosela’s desk and gestured 
to a pile of newspapers.

“As you can see, they’ve 
been pre-taped this morning,” 
McGowan said.

The two men help run the 
Youngstown Radio Reading 
Service, a non-profit radio sta
tion that caters to a wide sight- 
impaired audience. McGowan 
is one of many volunteer read
ers who read a variety of local 
newspapers, magazines and 
best-selling novels to listeners 
over the air.

The first radio reading ser
vice was founded in Minne
sota in 1969 and expanded to 
Youngstown in 1976.

Today, the station oper
ates over the SCA (sideband) 
of WYSU-FM and reaches a 
viewing audience in Mahon
ing, Trumbull, Columbiana 
and Ashtabula counties, as 
well as areas in Western Penn
sylvania.

It’s funded through the 
eTech Ohio Commission, the 
United Way, Lions Club, and 
underwriting and private do
nations. Specialty tuned radios 
are provided free of charge to 
those who qualify to receive 
the station.

As Bosela ended his phone 
call, the two men began dis
cussing the show and plans for 
the year ahead.

“We might go from the 
sports show, which is live, to a 
general discussion radio show 
... Mike, what are the chances 
of going from a sports show to 
a talk show?” he asked Bose
la.

“Oh, we do a talk show,”

Bosela said. “We interview 
people. Uh, we just inter
viewed a guy who was a com
mentator for the Steelers... that 
was a big one for us.”

However, Bosela said his 
most listened to section of the 
program is, oddly enough, the 
obituaries.

“Generally, the major
ity of our audience is older 
so they want to hear the vital 
statistics like the obituaries 
... Not that these people are 
any more gruesome than the 
general population, but if you 
have parents and grandpar
ents, they’ll grab the paper and 
that’s the first thing they go 
to,” Bosela said. “Blind people 
are the same way.”

Bosela, being sight-im
paired himself, became in
volved in the program in 1979 
after graduating from Ohio 
State University in the mid- 
1970s. He was studying politi
cal science at the time, but he 
said he didn’t go in the direc
tion he initially hoped.

“It just didn’t work out,” 
he said. “We already had one 
student that was visually-im
paired, and maybe that was 
more than they could han
dle,” Bosela said. “This was 
35 years ago and, you know, 
you’re disabled and they’re 
like, ‘What the hell do we do 
with them?’... so I don’t know, 
things work out for a reason.”

And for Bosela, it did work 
out. After coming home from 
OSU, he became involved in 
the Comprehensive Employ
ment and Training Act pro
gram, a federal government 
program that assisted the eco
nomically disadvantaged and 
unemployed to find jobs.

Bosela was trained in 
broadcasting through the pro
gram, and after a few years, 
he was hired as an employee 
for the Radio Reading Service 
where he worked his way up 
to the program’s coordinator 
in Youngstown.

Bosela has several 
staff members including 
Youngstown State University 
intern Steve Hodge. Hodge, a

Jack McGowan, volunteer at Radio Reading, reads The Jambar over the air to sight-impaired listeners.

junior telecommunications 
major, decided to apply for 
an internship at Youngstown 
Radio Reading Services after 
seeing a brochure for the job.

“It was really the only [job] 
that offered the line of work I 
[wanted to] get into” Hodge 
said while he worked the con
trol board, which was airing a 
pre-taped reading of the news
paper.

Hodge works audio pro
ducing and announcing for the 
station but occasionally reads 
too.

“I love it,” he said of the 
job. “It’s going great so far.”

Bosela enjoys his job as 
well and recognizes the impact 
his work, has on members of 
the community. When asked 
the importance of the service, 
he speaks excitedly.

“[It’s important] because 
of the people we serve, the 
print-impaired ... Basically, 
we’re their access to the world 
of printed materials that’s oth
erwise unavailable to them,” 
Bosela said. “Now, I always 
like to say, if a person is old
er and they can’t see, there’s 
probably a family member 
like, you know, a granddaugh
ter ... that would be willing to 
read to grandma or grandpa, 
but they’re [going to] read 
it when they have the time,

which makes sense. You can’t 
skip a class to read the paper to 
your grandparents, but if you 
have this radio, our private 
channel, the Youngstown Ra
dio Reading Service, you can 
turn it on at certain times ...” 

He said the availability is 
what propels the service.

“They can turn it on and 
count on that being there ev
ery day. That’s important,” 
he said as he pounded his fist 
on the desk. “That’s why it’s 
important, so they still feel 
connected. They have an emo
tional connection to the com
munity.”

Despite being visually- 
impaired, Bosela is an avid 
reader and struggles to pick 
his favorite author.

“I like some topical guys 
like Dean Koontz. He’s kind 
of bizarre ... Of course, I like 
King. A lot of people who are 
blind like Stephen King. He’s 
very popular because he’s so 
vivid in his writing,” he said 
before deciding on Lawrence 
Block as a front-runner. “I 
love Lawrence Block. I think 
I’ve read about 70 of his sto
ries.”

Barb Huberty, Bosela said, 
is the resident Jodi Picoult 
reader^ Huberty, a retired 
schoolteacher at Canfield High 

~ ' School and current docent for

the Butler Institute of Ameri
can Art has been working for 
the organization for over a de
cade.

“Well, I think [I’ve been 
working at Radio Reading 
Service] like what, 10 years or 
more?” she said.

Huberty smiled and chuck
led.

“Well, I’ve always loved 
reading and valued my eyes, 
and I was looking to do some
thing, I wasn’t just going to sit 
and retire and do nothing, so I 
thought this was a good fit for 

#me,” she said.
Bosela said that they are 

lucky to have her and that she 
does a great job.

“Ordinarily, she does the 
books for the bookshelf, but 
when we need her in a pinch, 
she’ll read. She’s very good 
about that,” Bosela said. “Like 
if the reader of the newspaper 
cancels, Barb, at the last min
ute, will switch ge,ars and read 
for us.”

“Oh sure! No problem,” 
Barb said, but added she pre
fers novels. “Well, I started 
reading the little local news
papers, and you can only read 
so many stories about the spa
ghetti dinner and this and that 
... so I got to the point where 
I thought I’d do something 
else.”

Retraction: The Jambar incorrectly printed the date o f the Tyrone Wells concert as Sept. 16 in rThursday's newspaper. The correct date o f the concert is Sept. 9. We 
regret the erron
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ALLISON LUDWIG

POSITION: Forward

YEAR: Freshman

HOMETOWN: Centerville, 

Ohio

HIGH SCHOOL: Centerville 

GOALS: 5

SHOTS
ON GOAL 10

SOCCER
Sept. 3- HOWARD 

Sept. 5- UMKC 

Sept. 12- CANISIUS 

Sept. 17- @ Oakland 

Sept. 19- @ Michigan 

Sept. 24- MILWAUKEE

Sept. 26- GREEN BAY
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FCS TOP 25Volleyball looks to improve game for next match 1 .VILLANOVA 

2. MONTANA

MISSOURI VALLEY FOOTBALL

PENGUIN SPOTLIGHT

SCHEDULES

3. APPALACHIAN STATE

Womens soccer slow start attributed to injuries
Sept. 25- SOUTHER ILL. 

Oct. 2- @ Missouri State 

Oct. 9- NORTH DAKOTA ST. 

Oct. 16- @ Western III.

Jordan Uhl
SPORTS REPORTER

With a young team led 
by a first-year coach, the 
Youngstown State University 
volleyball team isn’t the least 
bit discouraged.

Head coach Krista Bur
rows, leaving behind an im
pressive six-year stint at Walsh 
University with an overall re
cord of 164-59, said she felt 
it was the “right decision” to 
return to the Division I level of 
competition.

“I was not sure with how 
much more I could do there,” 
Burrows said about WU. 
“There was some internal tur
moil, this was the best for me. 
It’s close to where I live, and I 
felt I could create a successful 
program.”

Strategy-wise, Burrows
said she is looking to create a 
squad balanced on both sides 
of the net. When it comes to 
evaluating team success, she 
holds an unconventional ap
proach.

“We’re looking past wins 
and losses as far as goals. Stat- 
wise, if there’s a loss, can they 
close the gap? Can they win 
more sets than they lose? Can 
they progress throughout the 
year?” Burrows said.

These questions are ready 
to be answered on the court by 
two ambitious juniors, Kelsi 
Bitter and Dani Soubliere. 
They share similar team goals 
such as making it to confer
ence, but falling in line with 
Burrows’ fresh, agenda, the 
ladies are keeping an eye on 
their individual stats as well.

Bitter expressed her desire 
to be the player other teams 
scout, while attaining a hitting 
percentage of .200 and service 
at 2.0.

Soubliere is devoted to be
ing the top setter in the Ho
rizon League, which would 
harmonize with Burrows’ ex
pectations of Soubliere being 
the vocal leader on the roster 
this season.

Both Michigan natives, 
they chose to play for YSU 
due to its proximity to home.

“I’m used to my parents 
coming to every game; it’s 
only a four-hour drive,” Sou
bliere said.

In addition to location, Bit
ter was attracted to YSU after 
witnessing the team chemis
try.

“They meshed well,” Bitter 
said.

Last weekend marked the 
start of the season and the Pen
guins traveled to West Virginia 
University to take on Buffalo, 
the University of Akron and

Keith Langford Jr.
SPORTS EDITOR

In Will Lemke’s first season 
at the helm for the women’s 
soccer program, the Penguins 
have shown signs of positive 
progress to erase recent strug
gles.

Despite a 4-10-3 record last 
season, Lemke’s squad played 
tough at home. The Penguins 
posted a 3-4-3 record.This re
cord is nothing to be thrilled 
over, but compared to their 1-6 
road record, it was an accom
plishment.

Lemke’s team returns 10 
letter winners from a season 
ago but lost eight to eligibility 
due to graduation or transfer. 
A couple of key components 
to last season’s team who 
have moved on are goalkeep
ers Mariah Snyder and Kara 
Cooper.

Snyder posted two shutout 
wins a season ago, which set a 
new school record for shutouts 
by a goalie with seven in her 
career. Also gone is leading 
scorer from a season ago, Kara 
Cooper. Cooper, with eight 
goals as a freshman, saw an

“[Allison] has already 
eclipsed what Kara has done,” 
Lemke said when comparing 
the two. Lemke added that in 
just four games he feels Lud
wig has done more than any 
player has done as a Penguin.

“She’s a threat against any 
player,” Lemke said.

In four games this season, 
the Penguins are 1-3. Lemke 
attributes injuries to the slow 
start this season. Freshman 
Amanda Johnson and sopho
more Brittany Dowd suffered 
ACL injuries.

Two other freshman de
fenders who were expected 
to play for Lemke but are 
not available are Taylor Se- 
bring and Shawny Ehlers. 
Sebring’s out with an injury, 
while Ehlers had some aca
demic issues from home in 
Utah, which declared her in
eligible for her freshman sea
son. Ehlers would redshirt this 
season.

“Unfortunately because of 
that, we are back to square 
one,” Lemke said.

Due to the injuries to two 
key defenders, Lemke has had 
to use a little creativity to shuf
fle his lineup and stay afloat.

Senior Lauren Brennan 
who normally plays up front 
in the forward position has 
been called upon to help out 
the defense. Lemke’s rotation 
on defense has caused some 
confusion, which has led to an 
increase in opposing goals.

“We’ll play well for stretch
es, but we would give up goals 
in our defense,” Lemke said.

The Penguins have given 
up 11 goals in four games 
while just scoring six, and five 
of those goals have come from 

< Ludwig.
With only two games in the 

next two weeks, Lemke sees 
this as an opportunity to right 
the ship and to work out the 
chinks on the defensive side of 
things. Lemke referred to this 
process as a “second training 
camp” for his Penguins. The 
second training camp builds 
up to two very winnable games 
against Howard University, a 
team the Penguins beat a sea
son ago on the road, and the 
University of Missouri-Kan- 
sas City.

“It’s a critical weekend 
for us; we have to play well,” 
Lemke said.

Junior outside hitter Kelsi Bitter puts herself in prime position to help out her team with the dig.

WVU in the WVU Classic.
After two days of play, the 

Lady Penguins finished 0-3. 
Burrows attributed the losses 
to a lack of effort and energy 
on the floor, and she stressed 
the need for someone on the 
team to step up in crunch time.

YSU lost 24-26 in its first 
game against Buffalo.

“Miscommunications cost 
us the game. We lost momen
tum,” Burrows said.

They went on to lose the 
next two matches 20-25 and 
16-25.

Later that day, they were 
pitted against Akron. The 
ladies came out flat, losing 
18r25, before turning up the 
intensity in the second game. 
Although a great effort, it was 
to no avail, ending in a 26-28 
loss.

“It’s showing how young 
the team is, even returning 
players, It’s bringing out our 
youth. We need to learn how

to win in crunch time and 
find someone to put the team 
on their shoulders and carry 
them,” Burrows said. As of 
now, no player has stepped up 
to the challenge.

The final game, which was 
full of ups and downs, lacked 
consistency and effective 
communication. Akron came 
out on top 19-25, closing out 
the match in their favor, 3-0.

“They’re not listening to 
each other, it’ll come with 
experience and the only way 
to gain experience is by play
ing,” Burrows said.

Sunday, the Penguins took 
on their toughest competitor 
of the weekend in WVU. They 
lost all three games 15-25,10- 
25 and 18-25.

Going into the match, Bur
rows said she knew WVU was 
simply the better team.

“They ran a faster offense; 
our blockers were confused 
and lost out there. Our passing

was OK. We’re looking for a 
combination that will work for 
us, [and] if what we have can’t 
work for us, we’ll keep chang
ing until we find something 
that will. We need 100 percent 
effort,” Burrows said.

Their next match will take 
them to St. Francis University, 
also winless this season.

“I expect to go in and win,” 
Burrows said. “At practice 
we’ll work on individuals and 
positions. We’re [going to] 
come out aggressive.”

After St. Francis, the Pen
guins will face Howard Uni
versity, Niagara University 
and Central Michigan Univer
sity all at home for the YSU 
Invitational.

Sept. 10 marks their match
up with Michigan University. 
Players and coaching staff 
agree this game will be their 
biggest challenge of the sea
son, given Michigan’s recent 
success.

LUDW IG

opportunity to transfer to thd 
University of Akron, which 
she did.

Lemke has replaced Coo
per with another freshman 
who has more than filled Coo
per’s position in the first four 
games.

Freshman Allison Ludwig 
posted a hat trick in her first 
career game, which the Pen
guins won 3-1 against Robert 
Morris University in the sea
son opener. Ludwig has five 
goals in just four games this 
season. Cooper had a similar 
start to last season but Lemke 
said he’s more impressed with 
Ludwig.

Oct. 23- @ South Dakota St. 

Oct. 30- UNI (Homecoming) 

Nov. 6- @ Illinois St.

Nov. 13- Indiana St.

VOLLEYBALL
Aug. 31- @ Saint Francis (Pa.) 

Sept. 3- HOWARD 

YSU Invitational 

Sept. 4 NIAGARA 

YSU Invitational 

Sept. 10- @ Michigan 

Michigan/Adidas Invitational 

Sept. 11 - vs. Miami (Ohio) 

Michigan/Adidas Invitational @ 

Ann Arbor

4. WILLIAM & MARY

5. SOUTHERN ILLINOIS

6. RICHMOND

7. ELON
8. STEPHEN F. AUSTIN

9. SOUTH DAKOTA ST.

10. NEW HAMPSHIRE

11. SOUTH CAROLINA ST.
12. MCNEESEST.

13. EAST. WASHINGTON

14. NORTHERN IOWA

15. JAMES MADISON

16. DELAWARE
17. JACKSONVILLE ST.
18. EAST. ILLINOIS

19. WEBER STATE

20. PRAIRIE ST. A&M

21. LIBERTY

22. COLGATE

23. PENN

24. MONTANA ST.

25. HOLY CROSS

1. YOUNGSTOWN ST. (0-0)
2. INDIANA STATE (0-0)

3. MISSOURI STATE (0-0)
4. NORTH DAKOTA ST. (0-0)

5. NORTHERN IOWA (0-0)

6. SOUTH DAKOTA ST. (0-0)

7. SOUTHERN ILLINOIS (0-0)

8. WESTERN ILLINOIS (0-0)

9. ILLINOIS STATE

FOOTBALL
Sept. 4- @ Penn State

Sept. 11 -BUTLER

Sept. 18- CENTRAL CONN. ST.


