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COLUMBUS CONSIDERS
CUTTING COLLEGE COSTS

JUSTIN WIER

jewier@student.ysu.edu

With the increasing costs of
higher-education dominating
national policy conversations,
Ohio Governor John Kasich has
issued an executive order creat-
ing a task force to examine areas
in which the state’s public uni-
versities can increase operation-
al efficiency and reduce costs.

According to a press re-
lease, “the new, nine-member
task force will examine a num-
ber of opportunities where
schools can lower costs and
increase efficiencies, such as
shared services and outsourc-
ing, administrative staffing
levels, more efficient space uti-
lization, elimination of low-en-
rollment courses, intellectual
property that has potential to
be commercialized and the use
of technology to reduce costs.”

Geoffry Chatas, chief finan-
cial officer at Ohio State Uni-
versity, will chair the task force.

This announcement comes
on the heels of Republicans in
the state senate, led by sen-
ate president Keith Faber, in-
troducing Senate Bill 4 which
would require all Ohio public
universities to reduce their
costs to students by 5 percent.

Kasich alluded to Senate
Bill 4 in the press conference
announcing the task force.

“I know how difficult it is for
these institutions to bring about
a significant amount of change.
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It gets to be about culture, about
the way we've always done
things, and so we want to give
them a chance to adjust, but
they're all willing, able, ready
and anxious to start to move to
deal with these cost problems,”
Kasich said. “And I would cau-
tion anyone who wants to get
involved in massive cuts to the
universities to wait.”

The Perils of Price Controls
Neal McNally, interim vice

president for finance and ad-
ministration at Youngstown

State University, said YSU cur-
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rently receives $100 million in
revenue in tuition and fees and
a 5 percent reduction would be
significant.

“You can do the math pretty
easily and see that the 5 per-
cent rollback on that price is
going to cause a $5 million
reduction in our revenue, So
it would be devastating to us,”
McNally said.

He also pointed out that
the state has been asking for

“We’'d love to get students
through a four-year degree in
four years and reduce the aver-
age that’s upward of six years
currently. But in order to do
that, you need to be able to
provide adequate course sec-
tions and course offerings, you
need to provide adequate stu-
dent advising, all those sorts of
services you need to provide.
And if you reduce our price,
and reduce our revenues, we're

need to fulfill the state’s other
goal of helping students gradu-
ate sooner,” McNally said.

AJ Sumell, professor of eco-
nomics at YSU, said imposing
price controls always creates
inefficient outcomes because it
ignores the market conditions
that determine prices.

“If you're just forcing the
price to be lower, that has to
have an impact to these institu-
tions as far as the quality of the

universities to reduce time to
degree completion, which runs
contradictory to the goal of re-

not going to have the ability to
fund those other types of ser-
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YSU Admissions Up 66 Percent

LIAM BOUQUET

Icbouquet@gmail.com

Compared to admission
statistics at this time last year,
Youngstown State University
has experienced a significant
increase in the number of fresh-
men who have applied and
been admitted to the university
for the 2015 fall semester.

Comparing Feb. 24, 2015
to Feb. 25, 2014, the statistics
found a 121 percent rise — or
a 3,272 student increase — in
students who have applied and
a 66 percent rise — or a 1,438
student increase — in students
who have been admitted.

In addition, the number
of scholarships awarded has
increased by 751, out-of-state
admissions have increased by
295 students, the average GPA
of admitted students has in-
creased from 3.03 to 3.23 and
the average ACT has increased

from 20.77 to 21.37.

Martin Abraham, YSU’s
provost, listed a number of
factors that have helped bol-
ster enrollment statistics, in-
cluding the university’s 2014
decision to hire on Royall &
Company, a third-party en-
rollment manager, to combat
sinking enrollment.

“First and foremost, we
hired Royall & Company,
which is the recruiting firm
that we have been working
with; they have put in a lot of
effort in terms of streamlining
our process and getting us the
contact information for pro-
spective students,” Abraham
said. “Gary Swegan has been
doing a great job of getting the
word out to students. ... The
president has been busy visit-
ing high schools all over the
area. All of these have added to
the growth in the enrollment.
Then the other piece, that has
been happening for a number
of years, YSU is just doing a
better job getting the word out
about the quality of the educa-

tion that we can provide.”

Gary Swegan, the associate
vice president of enrollment
and management, agreed with
Abraham.

“[Royall & Company] are
able to do marketing that we
simply don’t have the person
power to do, ... to continue to

contact the student time after

time after time,” Swegan said.
“When I got here 15 months
ago, all I ever heard, whether it

was a faculty and staff member

or a member of the community,

was, ‘My students just hardly

ever heard anything from YSU.’
Now what we are hearing is, ‘Oh
my gosh just leave us alone.’ ... I
would much rather have some-
body say, ‘Okay I'm not inter-
ested stop contacting me than
be interested and not be getting
any information from us.”

Swegan made it clear that
although this increase in ad-
mitted students is a good sign,
he was still focused on the bot-
tom line: enrollment.

“We still have a lot of work

to do,” Swegan said. “We have
set a goal to be up at least 20
percent in incoming under-
graduate students. So what
does that mean? We had 1,734
freshmen last year; we would
like to have 2,100. We had
about 560 transfers; we would

like to have 675. ... Really my

message to my entire team is
that it is all about who we get to
commit and not about who we
get to fill out a piece of paper.”

As of now, it is unclear to
what extent these improved
statistics will impact enroll-
ment. Swegan pointed out that
as YSU accesses a wider body
of students in a wider area, a

FACULTY CONTRACT
RATIFIED TO
MIXED EMOTIONS

LIAM BOUQUET
GRAIG GRAZIOSI

TheJambar@gmail.com

After nearly a year of negotiations, fact finding, mud slinging
and strike threats, Youngstown State University’s administration
and the faculty, represented by the YSU-Ohio Educators Associa-
tion labor union, have reached a contract deal.

Tuesday, the YSU Board of Trustees ratified a three-year con-
tract for faculty members represented by YSU-OEA. The contract
passed by a 17-vote margin during a YSU-OEA vote on Feb. 17.
According to the contract, there will be no salary increases in the
first contract year, 2014-2015, a 1 percent increase in the second
year and a third year 2 percent increase, as well as an increase to
bonuses in the second and third contract years.

While the ratification does bring a close to the longest contract
negotiation in YSU history, the tensions between the faculty and
administration remain.

Despite YSU-OEA voting in favor of the contract, a union press
release suggested the salary increases were not truly increases,
stating: “ ... it should be pointed out that these increases were TO-
TALLY subsidized by givebacks from the faculty.”

The Board of Trustees ratified the contract in a 7-2 vote. Dave
Deibel and Harry Meshel opposed the vote, with Meshel going
on to criticize union leadership — specifically Gabriel Palmer-
Fernandez, the YSU-OEA chief negotiator.

“If you’re not going to behave honestly and with respect for
your opponent, then you shouldn’t be in a negotiating team, and
you shouldn’t be running a program that has to do with ethics
either. That to me is abominable,” Meshel said.

Though The Jambar could not obtain a response from Palmer-
Fernandez, a Vindicator report included Palmer-Fernandez dis-
missing the remarks as unworthy of further comment.

Meshel opted to vote no because he “wanted nothing to do”
with the contract, taking issue with the number of faculty who
actually participated in the vote and the narrow margin by which
it passed.

Of the nearly 400 members of YSU-OEA, 207 voted on the
contract.

As suggested by the YSU-OEA’s press release, many of the fac-
ulty are unhappy with the new contract despite its passing. David
Porter, professor of political science, said he believes the contract
hurts both professors and the university.

“It’s a bad contract ... specifically it’s going to cost me about
10 percent of my income and about $120,000 in retirement, not
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YSUnity is holding a se-
ries of discussions focused
on LGBTQIA issues. The
first discussion was held on
Feb. 25 in the Ohio Room
of Kilcawley Center, with
more to occur in the follow-
ing weeks.

YSUnity promotes
awareness of issues related
to LGBTQIA students, pro-
viding support and “safe
zones” for all LGBTQIA stu-
dents and staff, with the aim
to create a more welcoming
campus for the students of
the LGBTQIA community.
The group utilizes campus
activism, education and
events to network with oth-
er organizations and busi-
nesses on and off campus to
foster a diverse community.

Tim Bortner, president
of YSUnity, works on cam-
pus to educate and help fa-
cilitate the group.

YSUnity Hosts
Discussion Series

“We don’t discriminate;
we don’t judge. Even if you
don’t fit into the acronym,
you can be yourself,” Bort-
ner said. “Not only are we a
support group, but we are a
social group and a commu-
nity group.”

Lisa Ronquillo, vice pres-
ident and student adviser
of YSUnity, said the round
table discussions are focus-
ing on how they can further
educate people on matters
of suicide — particularly in
the transgender community
— marriage equality and
being “out” in a place of em-
ployment.

“These are issues I fo-
cused on in the prior two
years that I was president
but feel the need to continue
to have open discussions on
how we can keep creating a
safe space for our members
and allies,” Ronquillo said.

YSUnity asked other
organizations in the com-
munity — such as PFLAG,
formerly known as Par-
ents, Families and Friends
of Lesbians and Gays, The
Pride Center located down-
town and Equality of Ohio

— to attend the discussions.

Bortner stated that they
wanted this discussion to
be a free place where people
can express themselves and
talk openly.

“You can tell your per-
sonal experience or story. It
is also a confidential place
where privacy is offered,”
Bortner said.

YSUnity’s second discus-
sion will be held March 4 at
5 p.m. focused on “LGBTQ-
IA Through the Eyes of Dif-
ferent Religions.”

A panel of experts on the
world’s major religions will
discuss how LGBTQIA is-
sues are viewed in the con-
text of different religions.

There will be a question-
and-answer period where
members of the audience
can engage with the panel-
ists. YSUnity will also pro-
vide a list of questions for
the panel members.

“I feel that it is vital to
open up the floor regarding
spirituality topics, as many
of our members consistent-
ly struggle with their iden-
tity in a religious sense and
how and where they might

fit in,” Ronquillo said.
YSUnity is co-sponsoring
this event with the women’s
studies department.
Michael Jerryson, pro-
fessor of philosophy and
world religions, will be a
member of the panel and
will discuss Buddhist be-
liefs. Jerryson said he be-
lieves those attending may
be surprised by the evolu-
tion of religious thought in
regard to sexual identity
and gender orientation.
“Religions have a check-
ered past in how they deal
with nonheterosexual iden-
tities. There has been a large
pattern in global religions
to have a lack of tolerance
for nonheterosexual rela-
tionships. This has changed
in recent years, which is in-
teresting for a lot of these
faiths though. What we're
seeing right now is a lot of
fluidity in how groups, com-
munities and authorities
view nonheterosexual com-
mitments,” Jerryson said.
As a continuing leader
of YSUnity, Ronquillo feels
that it is important that
their organization contin-
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ues to educate the campus
and the community at large.

“Awareness is the key to
breaking down many of the
walls that surround issues
by default. If these walls no
longer exist, then it would
be possible to have a more
loving and safe environ-
ment,” Ronquillo said.

YSUnity held a previous
event featuring a group of
religious studies professors
of all backgrounds, includ-
ing a campus minister, as
well as religious studies stu-
dents.

The goal Bortner wants
to achieve from the events
is to create awareness, to
enlighten and to educate
people.

“Even if we only educate,
enlighten or create aware-
ness for one person, that
is one more person in the
world that we opened their
mind a little bit more to our
community,” Bortner said.

All discussions are free
to the public. Bortner is ex-
pecting students, staff, fac-
ulty and the community to
attend the YSUnity discus-
sions.

UN Officials Fear An Attack On Mosul
Will Displace 1.5 Million People

John Zarocostas
McClatchy Foreign Staff
(TNS)

GENEVA — A planned of-
fensive to retake the city of
Mosul from Islamic State in-
surgents, perhaps as soon as
April, could send more than 1.5
million people fleeing, a senior
United Nations humanitarian
relief official warned Tuesday.

More than 2 million people
already were displaced last
summer when Islamic State
militants captured Mosul,
Iraq’s second largest city, then
swept through northern and
central Iraq.

Syed Jaffer Hussain, the

World Health Organization’s
representative in Iraq, told
reporters that the planned of-
fensive was likely to send hun-
dreds of thousands of people
from Mosul into Dohuk in
Iraqi Kurdistan. A similar
warning was issued Tuesday
by the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross in a call
for preparations to be made for
dealing with the humanitarian
fallout from the fighting.

“The broadening of the
conflict to populated areas
along the Tigris and Euphra-
tes rivers will create more hu-
manitarian needs. If major cit-
ies like Mosul come under fire
again, thousands more people
will have to flee,” the ICRC
said. “Because security condi-
tions are so uncertain, many
areas remain out of reach for

humanitarian organizations,
and large numbers of people
will be without help when they
need it most,” it added.
Hussain, who is based in
Baghdad, was in Geneva along
with WHO country represen-
tatives from Syria, South Su-
dan, and the Central African
Republic to brief diplomats
from 57 donor countries on
why they need more than $1
billion to support ongoing aid
efforts in the four countries.
Hussain said the expected
Mosul campaign — a U.S. mili-
tary briefer told reporters in
Washington last week the of-
fensive would involve 25,000
Iraqi troops and begin in April
or May — would be sure to add
Iraq’s humanitarian burden,
which already includes more
than 2.2 million people who've

fled their homes and more
than 5 million whose shel-
ter, food and health needs are
barely being met. He said that
the turmoil that Iraqgis have
lived with for two decades has
“reduced to a large extent” the
ability of the country’s health
system to respond.

He pointed out that
400,000 people had fled their
homes just between November
and January.

He gave a bleak account-
ing of the country’s health fa-
cilities, region by region: “In
Salahhuddin, 50 percent of
health facilities are non-func-
tional. In Anbar and Ninevah
20 percent are also non-func-
tional, and in Sinjar, only 20

percent.”
Forty-five percent of the
country’s medical workers

have been displaced, accord-
ing to a WHO assessment of
the country by WHO. That dis-
placement is especially hard in
Mosul, surrounding Ninevah
province as well as Anbar, the
province west of Baghdad, the
assessment said.

A senior U.N. official told
McClatchy that the U.N. has
received credible reports that
the Islamic State recently ex-
ecuted a number of doctors in
Anbar province.

Hussain told McClatchy
the flight of doctors from the
country that began with the
U.S. invasion in 2003 con-
tinues. Iraq now has about
16,400 physicians, fewer than
half the 34,000 believed to
have been there prior to the
2003 invasion.
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Valerie Plame spoke about her book “Fair Game,” documenting the reveal of her status as a CIA agent due to political maneuvering, as well as the dangers
of nuclear proliferation, at Stambaugh Auditorium last night as part of the Skeggs Lecture Series.
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SIGMA TAU GAMMA CELEBRATES

ALYSSA PAWLUK

alpawluk@student.ysu.edu

Youngstown State University’s
chapter of Sigma Tau Gamma is
boasting the highest grades of all
its chapters throughout the entire
country this past year.

The chapter is an extension of the
national college fraternity that was
founded in 1920 by veterans of the
First World War.

Brandon O’Neill, president of the
YSU chapter of Sigma Tau Gamma,
explained the mission of YSU’s

chapter of the fraternity.

“Our main mission is to de-
velop better leaders, not only for
Youngstown State but out in the
community. The ultimate goal is
to create successful individuals for
when they graduate and move on
with their lives outside of college,”
O’Neill said.

The criteria to get into the fra-
ternity are focused on attracting
students with academic success and
hours spent volunteering at the uni-
versity. O’Neill said that although
the policy requires a 2.5 grade point
average minimum, he would like to
have members with at least a 3.0.

The fraternity currently houses 31
male students and conducts meet-
ings every Sunday at 8 p.m.

O’Neill said that what separates
the YSU chapter of Sigma Tau Gam-

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRANDON O'NEILL.

Members of the YSU Chapter of Sigma Tau Gamma help to clean neighbor-
hoods in Youngstown through the Youngstown Neighborhood Development

Corporation.

DIOTUNTCIUN

ma from other nationwide chapters
is the “outstanding excellence” of its
members.

“This past year, the YSU chapter
of Sig Tau had the highest grades
in the entire country out of all the
chapters. We came in second place
for members who have leadership
positions on campus and other orga-
nizations,” O’Neill said.

O’Neill added that recruitment is
a large part of the process of having
these notable members.

“Basically, it all comes down to re-
cruiting. I think that we have a lot of
high quality members and therefore
other high quality men on campus
are attracted to that idea of coming
together. We are looking for the best
guys on campus, and the best guys
on campus are the ones that are go-
ing to step up and be SGA presidents
and be leaders in their respective or-
ganizations,” O’'Neill said.

Three Student Government Asso-
ciation presidents were members of
the fraternity. An alumnus of Sigma
Tau Gamma started the Youngstown
Neighborhood Development Corpo-
ration. Michael Ray, a Youngstown
city councilman, is another alumnus
of the fraternity.

Michael Slavens, president of the
YSU SGA and a member of Sigma
Tau Gamma, expressed his senti-
ment for his participation in the fra-
ternity.

“We pride ourselves on our lead-
ership and our scholastic achieve-
ment. It’s a great group of guys. It’s
a great way to network on campus
more. Sometimes it’s hard to make
those connections outside of class
and that is just another avenue to
get to know more people. I feel like
it’s very important to get involved on
campus because then you feel that

RECENT SUCCESSES

connection with campus; you feel
like you belong here,” Slavens said.

Slavens said that the fraternity
volunteers with the Youngstown
Neighborhood Development Corpo-
ration and has worked to board up
abandon houses in neighborhoods
throughout the Valley. Last semes-
ter, the group organized a pumpkin
smash to help raise money.

Slavens said that the fraternity
focuses on brotherhood and com-
munity involvement.

“With fraternity, I always talk
about brotherhood. Part of that is
them always looking out for you,
helping you to be better. They are
willing to say ‘Hey, you messed up
there.” It’s not just a friendship. They
are actually trying to help you be-
come a better person. I think that’s
one of the overarching goals of fra-
ternity life in general,” Slavens said.

Slavens added that he wished he
had been involved in the fraternity
during his freshman year at YSU.

“It's freshmen year. You don’t
know your place yet and I think it
has a special place for freshmen. It is
a way to get to know so many more
people. If I would’ve come in as a
freshman, I think I would've gotten
even more out of it and would've
enjoyed it even more than I already
have. I would encourage people to
get involved as a freshman. You
need those connections; you need
those fun activities to keep your time
occupied,” he said.

O’Neill expressed his excitement
to be a part of the fraternity.

“To me, it’s a great honor to be
part of it because I know how many
high quality individuals are part of
our organization and to be voted by
them as president is very humbling,”
O’Neill said.
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higher rate of admitted students are likely to choose not to attend.
“It is harder for us to close the deal as you get outside of our

traditional footprint and students know less about us — and they
are coming from a distance where they might be expecting to live
on campus and we have got a fairly limited number of spaces —
then it becomes harder for us to yield them. So yes they can fill out
the applications, but certainly as you get further and further away
from campus, you would expect, a smaller percentage of those
students would actually choose us,” he said.

Swegan is hopeful that these enrollment goals will be reached
— pointing to an increase in students who have preregistered for
EARLY-SOAR, an early orientation and registration program in
March.

“Probably most importantly, through yesterday, we were up
about 23 percent preregistrations for the early SOAR program.
So we are really putting a lot of focus particularly on the early
date. The first three SOAR dates are this Saturday, next Tues-
day and next Wednesday. And I expect the first three programs
to have brought in almost 100 more students than the first three
programs last year,” he said. “That will be just the beginning, you
know, because we want to be up 350 to 400 students.”

Swegan said these improved admission statistics, and the poten-
tial enrollment increase, are not likely to save the university from its
financial troubles, but the university is trying to develop an enroll-
ment strategy that will have much greater returns down the road.

“When you have four straight years of down and you bring one
class in that is big, you still have smaller classes in front of it. Our
goal would be a much larger incoming first year class that would
allow us to, I would say, stop the bleeding and maybe even get the
needle turning back in the right direction in the overall enroll-
ment. ... If you do that two years in a row, now you really start
to see some momentum and that overall enrollment will incline
exponentially,” Swegan said. “There is never any guarantee, but I
think what we are building right now is sustainable.”

vS. FALL 2015
UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSION

Handcrafted Pizza Homemade Daily Soups Salads

Grilled Sandwiches Pasta Homemade Desserts

Full Service Bar

Student discount to all YSU students with proper 1.D!

Hours of operation
Mon-Thurs: 11:00-9:00 PM
Fri.-Sat: 11:00-12:00 AM, walkup window open until 3:00 AM
Sunday: 12:00-7:00 PM

17 W. Federal Street, Youngstown Ohio 44503
330-740-0000

www.avalondowntown.com
Check us out on Facebook and Twitter!

WANTED: Men and women who are reliable and caring.
ISLE gives compassionate individuals an opportunity
to make a difference in someone’s life.

ISLE provides assistance at home and in the community
to persons who are “differently-abled.”

Our motto is “Work Hard, Be Kind and Have Fun.”

We offer a competitive starting range, where past
experience may determine a higher wage.

If you would like to join our winning team, stop in and
fill out an application between the hours of

9 am and 3 pm at either

12 S. Phelps St., or 334 N Peral Street in Youngstown.
Or, submit a resume to sally@ironandstring.org
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IRON AND STRING FRESHMAN FRESHMAN SCHOLARSHIPS
LIFE ENHANCEMENT, INC. APPLIED ADMITTED | AWARDED
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Numbers above compare statistics from Feb. 24, 2015 and
Feb. 24, 2014
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Need Birth Control, Plan B, Pap
Smear, STD Test, Pregnant?

Dr. Hill, 1350 Fifth Ave., near YSU
campus, all insurances, walk-ins.
330-746-7007, askthedoctor@ai-
whealth.com, answered confidentially.

IT TAKES TWO!

Licensed and Inspected two-
bedroom apartment includes all
utilities, appliances, and laundry.
Plus ADT, cable, dual broadband
Internet. $455 each. Call Chris
330-743-7368.

Pre-Law Scholarship
Available

Applications for the Judge
Sidney Rigelhaupt and Bert
Rigelhaupt Pre-Law Scholar-
ship must be submitted by
Monday, March 2. This is a full
scholarship for YSU students of
all majors who are intending to
go to law school. It is renewable
for underclassmen. Applications
are available at www.ysu.edu/
finaid, or can be found in the de-
partment of politics and interna-
tional affairs office. Applications
can be brought to this depart-
ment or faxed to 330-941-3439.

Paula Poundstone
at DeYor Performing
Arts Center

Paula Poundstone, an award-
winning comedian from Nation-
al Public Radio’s “Wait, Wait
Don’t Tell Me” radio program,
will perform in the Ford Family
Recital Hall at the DeYor Per-
forming Arts Center. Tickets are
$75 with a post-show reception
and $35. For more information,
call 330-744-0264 or visit www.
youngstownsymphony.com.

Clemency Performs
at YSu

YSU Student Activities will
present Clemency, a band from
Yukon Oklahoma, on Thursday
Feb. 26 from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
in The Hub in Kilcawley Cen-
ter. This concert is part of Stu-
dent Activities’ “Concerts with a
Cause” series, and will be spot-
lighting the Student Art Associa-
tion at the show. The concert is
free with a YSU ID and a cash
bar is available for students who
are 21+. For more information,
visit the Facebook event page.

education that can be provided, so sure it’s going to reduce the
price to students, but it’s also going to reduce the quality of the
education students receive,” Sumell said. “It’s going to force col-
leges to have cutbacks which will negatively impact students.”

He said increased subsidies would be a better way for the state
to affect prices, noting that dramatic cuts in state support over
the past 10 years have been the main cause of increasing tuition
costs nationwide.

“You achieve the same outcome [with subsidies], but without
any of the inefficiency associated with price controls,” Sumell said.

Task Force Assemble

While Kasich’s task force offers an alternative to Senate Bill
4, he is still imposing price controls, allowing tuition to rise two
percent next year before instituting a freeze in the following year.
He also suggested that further cuts could come if the task force
was not successful.

“I reserve the right to say within the course of the next year, if
they cannot enact these changes because of sclerosis in the uni-
versities, then I think you start just cutting funding and tell them
to deal with it. But to me that’s not the best way to do things, the
best way to do things is to have a team of people committed to
this common goal,” Kasich said. “I would prefer in the course of
this next nine months, 10 months, to give them a chance to do this
before we take an axe to them.”

McNally said rising healthcare and energy costs — things that
can’t necessarily be solved by increasing organizational efficiency
— have placed pressure upon the university. He also noted that
despite that, tuition increases at YSU have been below inflation
on average over the last 10 years.

Sumell said increasing efficiency where possible is important,
but costs are not the only thing legislators should take into account.

“If you can have a reduction in costs and [have] it not nega-
tively impact the quality of education to students, then of course,
it’s a great idea, but that’s not always going to be possible,” Sumell
said. “The presumption that lower costs are always better is actu-
ally not true, because we have to consider what’s the loss in terms
of quality of education to students.”

McNally said he hopes the task force will avoid a one-size-fits-
all approach.

“Each university in the state is positioned very differently in
terms of their academic mission, the students they serve, all sorts
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of things. Miami University is a very different school than Cleve-
land State for instance, and you can go right down the line,” Mc-
Nally said. “So any sort of recommendation they have needs to
take that into account ... because we're all doing something a little
bit different.”

Ohio Outperforms the Nation

Jim Lynch, communications adviser for Governor Kasich, noted
that Ohio is already outperforming most of the country in this regard.

“The cost of tuition has skyrocketed across the country, and
Ohio has done a very good job over the last five years of holding
the line on tuition increases. I think there’s only one other state
in the country that’s held the line on tuition increases more than
Ohio,” Lynch said.

Kasich also pointed this out in his press conference while tout-
ing recent changes made in the way resources are allocated and
the move to performance-based funding.

According to Sumell, these achievements should allow legisla-
tors to ease the pressure on the state’s public universities.

“You would think just based on the fact that we’re doing better
than any other state in the nation, as far as mitigating the impact
of the state reductions to students, that we would be rewarded,”
Sumell said. “Something like, ‘You've done such a great job.
Here’s what we're going to do. We're going to increase support
and expect that you will reduce costs to students,” but instead it’s,
‘We’re not going to increase support. We're just going to ask that
you continue to cut costs to students and potentially ignore the
impacts of continuing to cut costs.”

He also said that if the pressure continues, the short-term fo-
cus on price could create significant problems for the state’s high-
er-education system and economic development in the long term.

“The impact of those cuts could put us at a competitive disad-
vantage as far as the quality of our education system compared to
other states, and that would eventually have an impact to our long-
term development from an economic perspective,” Sumell said.
“So even if it helps us initially, maybe we can’t actually hire the
most qualified professors at these institutions anymore, or maybe
the rankings of Ohio state universities go down and international
students are less attracted to Ohio state universities as a result, or
maybe just the quality of the education of students in Ohio decreas-
es as a result, which maybe doesn’t have a negative impact now, but
would inevitably have a negative impact in the future.”

UNION
PAGE 1

counting the fact that they’re
doing bonuses rather than
putting it in base pay so that
means it'll decrease my month-
ly retirement check after I re-
tire. It’s a bad contract,” Porter
said. “We will have a hard time
hiring faculty at the wages that
we have to offer. It'll be neces-
sary for many departments at
YSU to lower their standards
to find faculty willing to take
the salaries offered.”

Porter accused the univer-

sity of having a problem pri-
oritizing its spending in such
a way as to reflect sincere con-
cern over the salary concerns
of the faculty.

“We gave back approxi-
mately 6 percent of our income
in order for YSU to straighten
out its own finances. Only
three years later we find YSU
in worse financial shape than
before, but it has spent several
million dollars improving ath-
letic facilities. ... They tell me

they’re broke and then spend
money on a private dining
room so student athletes can
have a better diet,” Porter said.

Ray Beiersdorfer, professor
of geology and environmen-
tal sciences, said he believes
apathy in the YSU-OEA ranks
is the primary reason the con-
tract passed to the Board of
Trustees.

“If 17 people would have
voted differently, it would have
been rejected. My disappoint-
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ment is in about 200 profes-
sors that didn’t even bother to
vote. There’s such apathy ... it
happened three years ago as
well. I'm more disappointed in
the fact that over half the fac-
ulty didn’t vote. There’s apathy
at the polls ... voting on your
contract is personally affecting
you. If 17 people would have
voted differently things would
have been different. ... Nobody
votes anymore, people are just
disengaged from the whole
process,” Beiersdorfer said.

While the passing of the
contract was a relief for many
in the administration, Presi-
dent Jim Tressel spoke to the
several union negotiations on
the horizon for the university.

“Well, there are still union
matters left to be resolved.
Negotiations are still ongoing
with ACE and come April we'll
begin union negotiations with
the police and administrators’
unions,” Tressel said.

YSU interim provost Martin
Abraham was pleased that the
faculty union negotiations had
ended.

“I'm very pleased that we
were able to bring the nego-
tiations to a successful conclu-
sion and I'm looking forward
to working with the faculty as
we continue to move forward
for the good of the university,”
Abraham said.
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C EI_EB RATl O N ATYOUNGSTOWN STATE UNIVERSITY

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4
6:30 PM. « THE MCDONOUGH MUSEUM OF ART

RECEPTION AND LECTURE FOR VISITING ARTISTS

Kelly Eugene Phelps, associate professor and chair of Art, Xavier University,
and Kyle Edward Phelps, associate professor of Art, University of Dayton,
Ohio, present a joint lecture on their work, followed by a panel discussion.
Their work encompasses the creation of traditional ceramic, sculpture, along
with media art. Their research interest includes socio-political representation
through the use of visual narratives and the human figure as image and
ideal; other topics include race, class, and material meaning and process.

Both earned their BFAs from Ball State University in 1996 and their MFA degrees in in Ceramics
from the University of Kentucky.

Co-sponsored by the College of Creative Arts and Communication

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6
6:30 PM. « GALLERY, KILCAWLEY CENTER

BLACK WOMEN AND THEIR HAIR ,
A LECTURE ON BLACK WOMEN, HAIR CARE, AND BALDNESS
BY MONICA BEASLEY-MARTIN

Black women value and love their hair and spend considerable time and resources to maintain
a variety of styles that accentuate the natural beauty of African hair, fine and bold weaves,

as well as dreadlocks. Then there’s another style - the bald style, which can come about as a
result of either too much chemical treatment, cancer, or a rare condition known as alopecia,
which results in the loss of hair because the body is allergic to it. Monica Beasley-Martin

was diagnosed with alopecia in her twenties. The resulting baldness led her to write Bald is
Beautiful. Her lecture, along with Carmelia Williams, will cover care of hair for black women
and her book. Monica is an ordained minister and a drama teacher who lives in Youngstown. A
book signing will follow the lecture.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12
5:30-6:30 PM. « THE MCDONOUGH MUSEUM OF ART
LECTURE BY KEYNOTE SPEAKER, DAWOUD BEY

Dawould Bey is a renowned American photographer, whose work has
earned him great recognition and appreciation from professionals, reputable
institutions and the general public. His large-scale color portraits focus on
adolescents and marginalized subjects, with earliest photographs depicting
the style of everyday life in Harlem. His recent Birmingham Project evokes the tragic events of
September 15, 1963, where four black girls and two boys were killed in Birmingham, Alabama, in
acts of racist violence. Bey began his career in 1975 with a series of photographs, “Harlem, USA/
that were exhibited at the Studio Museum, Harlem, in 1979. His art has been exhibited in the
Addison Gallery of American Art, The Art Institute of Chicago, the Brooklyn Museum, the Detroit
Institute of Arts, and the Fogg Art Museum at Harvard University.

Bey studied at the School of Visual Arts in New York from 1977-78, graduated with a BFA in
Photography from Empire State College in 1990, and received his MFA from Yale University in

1993. He is a professor of Art and Distinguished College Artist at Columbia College, Chicago.

Co-sponsored by the McDonough Museum of Art

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS WEEDA ik
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The Buckeye Review
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The Vindicator | m

PROVERB OF THE MONTH:

Dogs don't actually prefer bones to meat; it is just that no one ever
gives them meat. —Akan, Ghana

Event parking is available at the Lincoln Deck and lot M24, next
to McDonald’s on Fifth Avenue.

For more information, contact the Africana Studies Program at
Youngstown State University: (330)-941-3097

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14
12:.00 NOON « THE CHESTNUT ROOM, KILCAWLEY
CENTER

THE AFRICAN MARKETPLACE

The African Marketplace brings together vendors and members of the Bane
community to celebrate African life in all its intensity. Come to enjoy sampling and purchasing
diverse creations and products of African American artists and entrepreneurs. The African
Marketplace attracts vendors from Ohio and beyond and enhances social connections of
immense cultural value. Musical entertainment will be provided by the talented youthful
Harambee dancers, and the Youth Choir of New Bethel Baptist Church in Youngstown.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 17
7:00 PM. « OHIO ROOM, KILCAWLEY CENTER

LECTURE BY DR. OKAKAOPIO DOKOTUM

Dr. OkakaOpio Dokotum, associate professor of Literature and Film at Kyambogo dﬁ
University, Kampala, Uganda, presents “Debunking the Myth of Africa, the

Dark Continent” Dr. Dokotum is a poet, playwright and filmmaker. His scholarly research is on
literature, film adaptation theory and the re-imaging of African literary scholarship through
film adaptation studies. His publications include Butterfly Dance, A Poetry Collection, and Atim
Goes to the Village. He is currently a Fullbright African Research Scholar at Northern lllinois
University.

y

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23
7:00 PM. « THE OHIO ROOM, KILCAWLEY CENTER

THE MISSING LINK BY THE BONDAGE BUSTERS

Docudrama by the Bondage Busters, a youth group in Youngstown dedicated
to the education and empowerment of African American youth. The group
will showcase their activities that includes creative media drama on stage.
Bondage Busters is led by Pastor Charles Hudson, a native of Youngstown who founded the
group in 1989 in Crenshaw, California. Pastor Hudson teaches and supervises more than 100
kids at Luther’s Lutheran Church in Youngstown. He targets gangs and other groups within
city limits that draw children into a life of criminal behavior. Pastor Hudson and his assistants
conduct counseling sessions, G.E.D. classes, athletic activities, and spiritual education. Pastor
Hudson has received commendations for his outstanding work from Patrick Ungaro, former
mayor of Youngstown, Randall Wellington, former police chief of Youngstown, and Ben McGee,
former superintendent of the Youngstown City Schools.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25
6:30 PM « JONES ROOM, KILCAWLEY CENTER,

PANEL DISCUSSION: “WHAT IS WRONG WITH
OUR CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM?”

What do the following people have in common and what do they
continue to say about our criminal justice system: Emmit Till, Trayvon
Martin, Michael Brown, Eric Garner, and Tamir Rice and John Crawford
[11? Has over-criminalization and the jury system failed to deliver justice to victims of law
enforcement? Panelists include members of YSU’s Department of Criminal Justice and Law
Enforcement and community leaders who will address the issues of law enforcement and
race, and suggest ways of improvement. Members of the audience will be able share their
experiences.

Youngstown

STATE UNIVERSITY
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International Folk Dance
Program Debuts

BRIGITTE PETRAS

bmpetras@student.ysu.edu

The Andrews Student Recreation
and Wellness Center at Youngstown
State University is integrating a new
cultural-orientated  aerobic  pro-
gram Thursday, Feb. 26. The event
will bring many different traditional
styles of dance from multiple coun-
tries to life.

The program — “Dance Around the
World” — is welcoming all students
interested in actively learning inter-
national folk dances from 4-5 p.m. at
the Rec Center every third Thursday
of each month during this semester.
The next session is scheduled to take
place on March 26 and no previous
dance experience is needed. Students
can expect to learn two or three dif-
ferent folk dances each session.

“Dance Around the World” em-
bodies traditional dances from
around the world in a communal
manner. Some dances will be in a
circular formation where the entire
group of dancers will be connected
to each other and uniformly mov-
ing. Other dances will have students
switch with different partners sepa-
rately, while still being within the
group.

Christine Cobb — YSU pro-
fessor of theater and dance,
and dance instructor for
“Dance Around the World” —
described the appeal of folk
dancing.

“Everyone works coopera-
tively together to make [the
dancing] work,” Cobb said.
“It’s about having fun — men-
tally, physically and emotion-
ally — all at the same time.”

Cobb has a strong back-
ground in folk dance, having
toured Europe three times
while performing within a folk
dance company called Ameri-
can Heritage Dancers during
college in the 1970s.

In the past years, Cobb used
to teach an international folk
dance class, but cannot currently
fit it into her schedule. However,
in Cobb’s survey of dance class that
she teaches at YSU, she exposes her
students to some Indian, European,
African and American folk dances. She
is confident that anyone attending the
Rec Center event will enjoy it.

“Students really love communal
dancing and it’s a great way to meet
people. They feel like they’re connect-
ed in ways we don’t normally con-
nect,” Cobb said.

Anna Pompeo, a graduate assis-
tant at the Wellness Center at YSU,

described how the Rec Center decid-
ed to create a cultural dance program.

“Ryan McNicholas, my supervisor
and the fitness and wellness programs
coordinator, and I collaborated on
an idea of how to incorporate inter-
national students with our Group X
[drop-in] classes. We both liked the
idea of using the physical and social
aspects from the Nine Pillars of Well-
ness in a program that would also
have a global/international twist,”
Pompeo said.

Pompeo also explained that they

PHOTO COURTESY OF FLOOD G./FLICKR CC BY 2.0.

tossed ideas around with Cobb in No-
vember and finalized the aerobic pro-
gram in December.

“She knew what types of dances
were from which parts of the world,
and we had the room to house the
monthly dances, so the collabora-
tion worked wonderfully and I am
so grateful that she had an interest
in the idea,” Pompeo said. “I wanted
to attract not just the usual workout
crowd that the Rec Center normally
sees.”

YSU Honors Students Ace Talent Show

ALEXIS RUFENER

aprufener@student.ysu.edu

Youngstown State University’s Honors Pro-
gram kicked off their third annual Honors Tal-
ent Show at 7 p.m. on Tuesday.

The students spent the entire semester plan-
ning the show and putting together their acts. The
advance preparations shone through as the hon-
ors students strummed their strings, waved their
hands and projected their voices on the stage.

Kayla Zitello, a backstage crew member and
planning committee member for the talent
show, said she likes to think of the talent show
as a way for honors students to escape from their
schoolwork, while also helping raise money for
Relay for Life.

“Stereotypically, honors students are seen as
kids who spend all of their time studying, try-
ing to make the grade. The talent show gives the
performers the chance to show YSU that there is
more to them than that, that they have other tal-

PHOTOS BY STEVE WILAJ/JAMBAR.

ents that they enjoy,” Zitello said. “It also gives
the performers a chance to have fun and show
their skills, and the audience a chance to support
their peers and see the hidden talents that their
friends and classmates may possess.”

Other planning commit-
tee members Alana Lanan-
sky, Christine Langer, Nata-
lie Halavick and Sara O’Kane
met at the start of the year to
begin planning for the event.
The girls found honors stu-
dents to sign up for the tal-
ent show and from there it
was up to the students to
choose their act.

“Some of the acts always
surprise me,” Zitello said.
“There is always someone
who impresses me with their
ability, and some of the acts

can be unpredictable.”

From Joey Verbosky singing Frank Sina-
tra’s “I've Got You Under My Skin” to Christine
Langer making four separate appearances on
stage, the acts were as varied as they were en-
tertaining.

Alana Lanansky performed her own jazz
routine to Pat Benatar’s “Heartbreaker,” which
ended with her jumping off the stage into an
audience member’s arms. She said she believes
that the talent show allows honors students to
let loose and have fun between their strenuous
classes.

“Everybody that’s performing [in the talent
show] really has the love for performing and it’s
really great to have an outlet for that,” Lanasky
said. “I want them to feel the love that all the
performers have. I want them to get a chance
to ... realize that sometimes there’s the miscon-
ception that honor students just do school and
that’s just not true.”

Youngstown Band Plans Career
Paved With Originals

GABRIELLE FELLOWS

gabbymfellows@gmail.com

Mountain Kicker may be
a newcomer in the local mu-
sic scene, but the four-piece
indie-rocker group is already
planning to make a mark in
Youngstown and the sur-
rounding areas.

Although Ben Ratner (bass),
Jack Mocker (lead guitar), Evan
Smith (drums) and Dominic
Ferreri (rhythm guitar/vocals)
formed Mountain Kicker on a
whim, the group feels as if their

laid-back attitude toward mak-
ing music will lend itself to be
a saving grace in the current
tightwad music scene.

Ferreri said he believes the
ease of writing original mu-
sic comes from the members’
overall attitudes and experi-
ence as musicians in the past.

“We're writing like crazy —
we're on, I think, nine original
tunes now? We all have an in-
put with writing tunes. These
guys are really awesome musi-
cians and have really creative
minds,” Ferreri said. “So far,
out of the songs we've written,
we’ve hit on five or six different
genres. I hate putting us into a
category this early in the band,

but we’re indie-rockish. The
people that have heard some of
our stuff have said we sounded
like the early White Stripes,
which I'm really cool with.”

Smith also said that writing
songs seems to come easily for
the band.

“For some reason, I don’t
know why, it’s so easy for us
to pump out originals. Every-
one’s had their influences in
the past, and bringing us all
together makes it a lot easier
to write songs,” Smith said.
“We’re pumping out originals
as fast as we can because ulti-
mately, you're not going to get
anywhere as a cover band.”

Mountain Kicker is planning

to hit the recording studio in
March to track some of the origi-
nals they have written for an EP.

“Once we get the demo out,
we're just going to be handing
them out,” Ferreri said. “We
aren’t going to be selling them.
No one’s going to hear [the
music] unless we put it out
there. If we do make money
here and there ... great. [We]
do this because we love it. No
one’s going to hear it unless we
put it out there.”

Like any band, where
Mountain Kicker will end up in
the future is a bit of a mystery.

“Honestly, I don’t know
where we’ll be in the future,
but right now I'm just happy to
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be playing music with friends,”
Mocker said.

Ratner said he feels the same
about the future of the band.

“The music industry is
flooded with all these new tal-
ents. Back in the day there was
only a few places people could
go for their music and their
hope to be famous,” Ratner
said. “Now you can be famous
and make a living being un-
heard of to some people and
a godsend to others. As far as
I'm concerned, as long as peo-
ple are at our shows and we’re
seeing their positive reaction to
our music — that’s success.”

CYAN MAGENTA
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Opinion

Retall
herapy IS
Real

AMANDA TONOLI

ajtonoli@student.ysu.edu

In times of high stress
rather than turning to talking
about my feelings or doing
something productive like
starting a new project, I —
like many other people of this
generation — shop.

People who shop to relieve
themselves of whatever wor-
ries and stresses they have
going on in their lives have
even coined the name “retail
therapy.” Is this a real form of
therapy though? Does it have
actual psychological value?

In “Is Retail Therapy for
Real? 5 Ways Shopping is
Actually Good for You,” pub-
lished in TIME in April 2013,
Kit Yarrow discusses the top-
ic of retail therapy — which
more than half of Americans
admit to participating in.

“Studies show that our un-
conscious mind continues to
work out problems while we're
engaged in a different activity,
provided we don’t switch over
into tricky multi-tasking —
juggling several things at once
and not focusing on anything
deeply,” Yarrow said.

Often all we need is a
little getaway from reality, a
distraction even — whether
we find that distraction on a
palm-tree-laced beach or a
shopping complex in Ohio is
immaterial.

“Psychologists have found
that people tend to shop the
most leading up to big life tran-
sitions,” Simple. Thrifty. Liv-
ing. — a personal finance web-
site — said in “Can Shopping
Help Anxiety? The Psychology
Behind Retail Therapy,” pub-
lished in The Huffington Post.
“For example, Americans shop
the most during their lifetime
prior to getting married and
having a child.”

Shopping asserts more
control over some type of situ-
ation, the article continued,
easing potential or already on-
set anxiety.

Shopping doesn’t even
necessarily have to be done in

person to serve as a diversion.

“Online shopping is in-
creasingly mentioned as a
type of mini mental vacation,”
Yarrow said. “It’s a relatively
mindless, relaxing activ-
ity, and since many times the
browsing session ends without
anything being purchased, it’s
often harmless as well.”

When you use shopping
as an outlet for your stress
however, it can turn into a
problem or, even worse, an
addiction.

Simple. Thrifty. Living.
errs on the side of caution
when it comes to retail thera-
py, for it affects one’s finances
and budget greatly. They urge
us to watch out for the most
widely used defense mecha-
nism: denial.

“Many individuals drown-
ing in credit card debt have
high rates of denial, and
continue to spend when
they can’t afford to,” Simple.
Thrifty. Living. said.

However, if your shopping
habit isn’t in danger of leav-
ing a smoking crater where
your 401k used to be, there
are some positive outcomes
— like the social aspect.

“Since the dawn of human
society, people have gone to
the marketplace to connect
with other people,” Yarrow
said. “If there’s one antidote
to emotional distress, it’s hu-
man connection. We're a spe-
cies that’s meant to be with
others. Whether that takes
place over dinner, at home, or
at the mall, it’s therapeutic.”

Sometimes I find myself
at the mall, either by myself
or with a few friends, just ap-
preciating being around oth-
er people — not to mention
people watching is fantastic.

Often I wonder if that’s
why so many people wander
in and out of trendy coffee
shops to do work that can be
done at home. Is this one of
their few outlets for social in-
teraction with others? In this
light, they no longer look like
attention-seeking  writers,
only able to author novels if
others are watching. They are
merely being human beings,
hard-wired to crave connec-
tions with others.

JAMBAR POLICY

Since being founded by Burke Lyden in 1931, The Jambar
has won nine Associated Collegiate Press honors. The Jambar
is published twice weekly during the fall and spring semesters
and weekly during the first summer session. Mail subscriptions
are $25 per academic year. The first copy of The Jambar is free.
Additional copies of The Jambar are $1 each.
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The editorial board that writes Our Side editorials con-
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editor and the news editor. These opinion pieces are writ-
ten separately from news articles. They draw on the opin-
ions of the entire writing staff and do not reflect the
opinions of any individual staff member. The Jambar’s
business manager and non-writing staff do not con-
tribute to editorials, and the adviser does not have final

or administration of YSU.
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The Jambar encourages letters to the editor. Sub-
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following the “Submit a Letter” link on thejambar.com.
Letters should concern campus issues, must be typed and
must not exceed 500 words. Submissions must include the
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ters are subject to editing for spelling, grammar and clarity.
Letters will not be rejected based on the views expressed in
them. The editorial board reserves the right to reject com-
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seek free publicity, fail to defend opinion with facts from re-
liable sources or if the editorial staff decides that the subject
has been sufficiently aired. The editorial board will request
arewrite from the submitting writer based on these require-
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expressed in letters and commentaries on the opinion page
do not necessarily reflect those of The Jambar staff. Editori-
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EDITORIAL
Rethink Revenge: Why

Our Prison System
Doesn’t Work

Eddie Ray Routh was
convicted Tuesday for the
2013 killing of Chris Kyle —
author of the autobiography
“American Sniper” — and
his friend Chad Littlefield
at a gun range in Texas;
the jury deliberated for just
two hours before reaching a
guilty verdict.

Wow, a news story that
involves an American hero
who famously suffered from
PTSD and the mentally ill
veteran that killed him,
you say? This maelstrom
of misfortune sounds like
the perfect springboard to
launch into the topic of the
decade: mental health and
the American prison system.

Certainly when a man
kills an American hero, the
jury’s decision should be
a no-brainer; it shouldn’t
take any longer than two
hours to deliberate on his
fate, right?

But things get a bit
murkier when you consider
the aforementioned fact
that Routh was suffering
from the same disease that
plagued our war hero. A vet-
eran of the Iraq war himself,
Routh was known to suffer
from post-traumatic stress
disorder. In addition, medi-
cine used to treat schizo-
phrenia was found in his
home. And even his victim
Kyle acknowledged Routh’s
compromised mental state,
sending a text the day of his
death that read, “this dude
[Routh] is straight up nuts.”

Given this, we might ex-
pect a longer deliberation
from the jury; we might ex-
pect an insanity defense to
stick.

But — as an article by
Abby Phillip published in
the Washington Post ex-
plains — it’s very hard to
demonstrate insanity.

“To surmount the odds,
an attorney must demon-
strate not mental illness but
legal insanity. ... You can be
insane, but if you knew at
the time of the crime what
you were doing was wrong,
you’re cooked,” Phillip said.

Having recognized that
killing Kyle was wrong on
the night of his arrest when
an officer asked, Routh was
going to prison one way or
another.

Routh is almost cer-
tainly — if not legally, then
psychologically — insane,
and, considering where he’s
going, he won’t be alone.
That same Washington
Post article explains that
“rates of mental illness in
prisons are four to six times
higher than in the general
population,” and “some 14
percent of men and 31 per-
cent of women in America’s
prisons have serious mental
problems.”

Remember the various
controversies that swept
the nation throughout the

20th century about the
treatment of mentally ill in
mental institutions? It is
like the institution decided
the best way to fix that is to
dump them all into the al-
ready dysfunctional prison
system. Surprise surprise, it
isn’t going so well.

When a person’s mental
ailments are so devastating
they pose a threat to those
around them, we under-
stand that a person must be
removed from society. But
they need not be punished,
and that’s exactly what our
current criminal justice sys-
tem does.

An op-ed by Martin Gar-
bus — a litigator and consti-
tutional lawyer — published
on latimes.com details the
horrific living conditions
that exist in America’s jails
and prisons. Our cells are
overcrowded; inmates are
subject to health problems,
including bacterial infec-
tions and STDs; their cells
can be freezing or swelter-
ing; and they’re sometimes
subject to solitary con-
finement — a punishment
known to have profound
mental affects on inmates.

An article by Adam
Gopnik in The New Yorker,
“The Caging of America,”
corroborates the claims that
punishment is still the de fac-
to methodology of our prison
systems, despite claims by
the states and federal gov-
ernment to the contrary,
saying that every day at least
50,000 men wake in solitary
confinement and that every
year 70,000 prisoners are
raped.

Even if, for the most
part, corporal punishment
and its ilk have disappeared
from prison systems, the
fact remains that this sys-
tem is an institution that
punishes — if not in intent
than in reality. Is not al-
lowing 70,000 prison rapes
to happen because of the
structure of prisons a pun-
ishment in itself?

The question is why pun-
ish the mentally ill, cor-
rect? It makes absolutely no
sense to punish someone
who is not entirely in con-
trol of their own actions,
who does not understand
what they are being pun-
ished for, who is a victim to
a disease that fundamental-
ly alters their brain chemis-
try. You know what? To hell
with it, it makes no sense to
punish any criminals, men-
tally ill or not.

You know why? Because
it simply does not work.

The same New Yorker
piece states that the incar-
ceration rate has tripled
since the 1980s and a piece
by James Gilligan in The
New York Times, “Punish-
ment Fails. Rehabilitation
Works,” says that two-thirds
of prisoners reoffend within
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three years of release — an
atrocious recidivism rate in a
first-world country.

We can hear the counters
to our plea: Why should we
spend tax dollars on pro-
tecting those who break the
rules of society? Why pro-
tect those who kill, rape and
steal?

First and foremost,
punishment should not
be the role of the govern-
ment. A traditional West-
ern government is meant to
maintain the rights of the
people while allotting them
responsibilities — such as
following laws. When indi-
viduals break this contract,
they must either be con-
trolled or rehabilitated. For
the government to step into
the role of punisher and
executioner is for it to step
beyond its boundaries — a
dangerous reality that we
have been allowing for far
too many years.

If ambiguous, and po-
tentially sophomoric, politi-
cal philosophy arguments
are not your cup of tea then
consider this: our system —
in which prisoner comfort
and rehabilitation is often
the least of our concerns
— is not cost effective. In
the New York Times piece
mentioned above, Gilligan
points to a San Francisco
jail that reduced the level of
violence significantly with
an intensive re-educational
program using violent male
offenders. The result was a
reduction in recidivism by
83 percent, saving the state
$30,000 a year per person.

The illogical treatment of
the mentally ill in the jus-
tice system is a symptom
of a much larger problem.
Certainly there are prisons,
groups and individuals that
care deeply about helping
prisoners by offering serious
and productive rehabilita-
tion programs to prisoners,
but even they are fighting
the ethos of our corrections
System.

And what of the prison-
ers, like Routh, who are
too dangerous to even be
released? Or even the vio-
lent, seemingly evil, pris-
oners who delight in their
misdeeds? Again, though
we understand the desire
of victims and their family
for punishment, it is not the
role of their government to
relish in punishing these in-
dividuals.

In the end, we whole-
heartedly agree with Gilli-
gan’s conclusion, “It would
be beneficial to every man,
woman and child in Amer-
ica, and harmful to no one,
if we were to demolish every
prison in this country and
replace them with locked,
safe and secure home-like
residential communities.”
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Val Jeffery Tries Out
for National Team

DAN HINER

dghiner@student.ysu.edu

From Feb. 20-22, Youngstown State University
volleyball player Val Jeffery tried out for the United
States Women'’s National Team.

Jeffery and YSU head coach Mark Hardaway
traveled to Colorado Springs, Colorado to join
approximately 240 other hopefuls in an attempt
to make the national roster.

Jeffery had a breakout season for the Pen-
guins in 2014. She finished the season with her
1099 assists — the second most by a Penguin
since 2007.

The tryouts were streamed live during the
weekend and coaches and players around the
country had an opportunity to view the players.
Jeffery had an opportunity to compete against
some of the top talent in the nation.

“I think I did well,” she said. “It was really in-
credible to see how many good setters there were
out there. For some reason when I play against re-
ally good athletes, for some reason I look at them
and I see what they can accomplish and I imme-
diately mimic it. Tt was really fun just compet-
ing with them. I thought I matched up well with
them — maybe I didn’t jump as high as them or
as strong as them, but I thought overall I repre-
sented YSU as best I could.”

Hardaway said that playing on the national stage
would be good for not just Jeffery, but for the pro-
gram overall.

“Even if she had to miss some of our train-
ing, the experience and the training and the level
of play that she would get to experience would
wash out the negatives. I think going here is go-
ing to make her better — it shows her where the
top kids are,” he said. “We also did it for her con-
fidence. We do think she’s good. There are times
were she doubts how good she is, but she is very
driven. She wants to be good and I really felt
like it would be a good experience for her and it
would make the program better in the long run.”

Hardaway selected Jeffery to go to the na-
tional tryouts. Hardaway said it was a positive

experience for his young setter.

“We thought that she was good enough that
when she went out there she would be able to
hold her own,” Hardaway said. “As a setter you
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Sophomore setter Val Jeffery tried out for the United States’ Volleyball team from Feb. 20-22. Jeffery
recorded 1099 assists last season, the most assists by a Penguin since the 2007 season.

might be able to get away with not being as big
or as physical depending on how good you are.
But part of that process is that people know you
and since no one knows her it is an uphill battle.
That was the reason for going out there this year.
It was to go out and see if she could hold her own
and next year go out and really push to see if we
could get her on one of those teams.”

The official rosters could be released during
the beginning of March. The 240 players that
tried out have the opportunity to join four differ-
ent teams. The national team will select the top
players and the others will join one of the other
three rosters that will play in international tour-
naments.

“They said they would send out invitations in

order of the teams. If you made the national team,
those invitations would be sent out in the begin-
ning of March,” Jeffery said. “The one going to
South Korea, China, and finally the last one, going
to New Orleans, they will send out the invitations
in that order. If you make the bottom team, which
I think they will take 36 athletes, they’ll send out
an invitation at the end of March.”

Track Prepares to Take Home
Horizon League Title

] )
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Nina Grambling won the 60-meter dash with a time of 7.50
seconds at the Zips Invitational on Feb. 20. The Zips Invita-
tional was a warm up meet provided by Akron University to
prepare YSU for the Horizon League Championship.

JEFF BROWN

jrorown02@student.ysu.edu

The Youngstown State University women’s
track and field team is preparing to defend last
year’s Indoor Track and Field Horizon League
Championship at the Watson and Tressel Train-
ing Site on Feb. 28-March 1. The women domi-
nated last year’s championship, winning by 80
points over the University of Detroit.

However, this year may be a little more dif-
ficult for the YSU women’s team. The Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee will come into this
year’s championship as the slight favorites, but
the Penguins are not far behind.

“On the women’s side the way it looks is Mil-
waukee’s women look on paper to be plus five to
10 points ahead of our women right now,” head
coach Brian Gorby said. “We lost some extreme-
ly strong seniors in Samantha Hamilton and
Ciara Jarrett and of course we’re hoping these
freshmen can kind of step up in their spots.”

If it were not for some early season injuries,
the Penguins might be favored heading into this
weekend’s meet. The injuries are highlighted by
the loss of the team’s best thrower Jaynee Cor-
bett to an ACL tear early in the season.

“She’s been number one the whole entire
year. From the very first meet without throwing
anymore she’s been number one in the shot and
number one in the weight throw,” Gorby said.
“As I'm going to tell the kids, you can be either
galvanized or give up. It’s kind of like the Ohio
State quarterback situation where they lost one,
then they lost two and the first day we lost one,
we lost two. We lost almost thirty points the first
day on the women’s side.”

Sprinter and jumper Nina Grambling will be
looked at to help carry some of the load for the
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Penguins. Grambling won last year’s Horizon
League Championship in the 100-meter sprint
and in the long jump, and is looking to repeat
this year. Grambling is also going after the
school record in the 200-meter and the facilities
record in the 60-meter sprint.

“She’s a phenomenal sprinter. She’s actu-
ally better the first 40 to 60 meters of a race and
that’s why she’s actually getting better and bet-
ter. Her weakness used to be the 200 and 100,
so over the past two years she has gotten better
and stronger,” Gorby said.

The men’s track and field team finished run-
ner up in last year’s championship losing to the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee by only 15
points, and are expected to be neck-in-neck with
the Panthers again this year.

“It’s going to be a two-team battle,” Gorby
said. “Milwaukee has won nine out of the last
10, but we beat them last year in outdoor. They
know how to win championships and we know
how to win championships.”

The men’s team features a talented distance
team led by junior Austin McLean. McLean ran
the second fastest mile in school history at the
Alex Wilson Invitational hosted by Notre Dame
last weekend.

“It was pretty tiring. I think I hit a wall from
all the racing I've been doing, but I was really
happy and I feel blessed to be able to get out
there and go to Notre Dame and get the chance,”
McLean said.

Perhaps the biggest advantage for both the
men and women’s track teams is having the
event on their home track where they practice
every day.

“It’s beautiful [being at home]. You don’t
have to travel,” McLean said. “You’re not sitting
on a bus for six to 12 hours going somewhere
getting off and feeling like crap after. It’s nice to
be able to walk a half-mile from home and get an
adequate amount of sleep.”
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