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Yikkity Yak Does Talk Back
THE FUTURE OF YIK YAK'S UNIQUE BRAND

LIAM BOUQUET

Icbouquet@gmail.com

After an editorial published
earlier in the spring semester,
Cam Mullen, the lead communi-
ty developer at Yik Yak, reached
out to The Jambar for an inter-
view about the platform.

“One of our employees re-
cently peeked into Youngstown
State University and showed us
the awesome feed on your cam-
pus. People are posting nearly
every 60 seconds and you are

already one of the most active
regions in the area,” Mullen said.

Yik Yak, a location-based app
created by Brooks Buffington
and Tyler Droll, functions by
placing users in a forum within a
ten-mile radius of their location.
Though they can use a handle to
post from, they can also choose
to post entirely anonymously.
Yik Yak is currently ranked as
the 21st most downloaded free
social media app on the Apple
app store nearly a year and a half
after release.

Adam Earnheardt, chair of

he communications depart-
ment, attributed the company’s
success to the anonymity factor.
“One that it is anonymous
and the second is that it is loca-
tion based. What it did was for
the people who were on Twitter
who wanted to rant and leave
opinions, they often had their
Twitter address tied to their
names and their real identities.
With Yik Yak and other location-
based anonymous social posting
sites, ... it gives them that pro-
tection,” he said. “For right or
wrong, however you want to look

at it, that is the main motivation
for using those sites and that is
what made it popular.”

Though Mullen is aware of
the app’s reputation, he said the
app can benefit any community.

“Yik Yak does have a layer of
anonymity and sometimes that
does not breed the best behavior
in people but, in general, no mat-
ter what app or social network,
there are going to be people that
misuse the app — that is on In-
stagram, Facebook, YouTube
and Yik Yak,” Mullen said “We
want to provide a voice to every-
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one. It is a really new social me-
dia concept where no matter if
you are Justin Bieber or if you are
Cam Mullen, your post is treated
the same. It gives an equal voice
to everyone on campus; it lets
you have conversations that let
you transcend friend groups.”

Evolving Yik Yak

Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) an-
nounced his campaign for presi-
dency on Monday at Liberty Uni-
versity in Lynchburg, Virginia
during the university’s triweekly
convocation — an event that is
mandatory for students.

Even as media outlets di-
rectly covered the event, many
also looked toward Yik Yak, the
location-based anonymous so-
cial media app, for live updates
on students’ reaction.

In response to Cruz’s contin-
ued use of the word “imagine”
in his speech, one Yaker posted,
“Imagine no mandatory convos.”
Another quipped, “Imagine bet-
ter Wi-Fi at Liberty University.”

Cam Mullen said this is the
group’s vision for the future — a
powerful hyper local news source
that people can tap into for unique
insight regardless of location.

“We have this feature which
we somewhat recently released
that lets you drop a pin anywhere
in the world and see what people
are Yaking about in that area.
When there is ever anything
dramatic going on on campus
and anything people are talking
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Susan Jacoby: The
Culture of Distraction

ALYSSA PAWLUK

alpawluk@student.ysu.edu

On Tuesday, in Kilcawley
Center’s Chestnut Room, stu-
dents and faculty listened to
author and secularist Susan Ja-
coby’s lecture on the rise of anti-
intellectualism in America — a
topic covered in her book “The
Age of American Unreason.”

The talk was sponsored by
the Thomas Shipka Lecture
Series — the second largest lec-
ture series at the university.

Jacoby has written for
The Washington Post, The
Detroit Free Press and has
contributed to The New York
Times Magazine. She authors
a column called “The Spirited
Atheist,” which appears in The
Washington Post.

Jacoby focused on a chapter
from “The Age of American Un-
reason” entitled “The Culture
of Distraction: Why the Young
Need to Fight It,” appealing to
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Susan Jacoby

her college-aged audience.

“Fifty years ago, I was you.
I was sitting in some lecture
hall at Michigan State, usually
half asleep, and resenting the
fact that I not only had to lis-
ten to those professors, but I
had to work and make enough
money to pay to listen to them
just so my real life could be-
gin,” Jacoby said.

Jacoby said that she believes
social media is having an ad-
verse effect on the rationale of
those in the United States.

“I believe that as a nation,
we are in serious intellectual
trouble because of our preoc-
cupation, sometimes border-
ing on obsession, with all of the
junk thoughts spewed out 24/7
by the media. We are in trouble
because 100 times more Ameri-
cans clicked on that dumb dress
controversy than tuned in to the
important tribute to the huge
turning point in our very recent
history,” Jacoby said.

Jacoby added that her book
is a representation of why the
American population needs to
change this trend.

“It's not only courage in
part of the young or old that is
needed to change, but knowl-
edge of the past that is needed
to change the future. That’s
why I wrote ‘The Age of Ameri-
can Unreason,” Jacoby said.
“It was published during the
presidential campaign of 2008.
I really think that a poisonous
mixture of anti-intellectual-
ism, anti-rationalism and just
sheer ignorance is harming our
culture as a whole.”
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VAN GOGH PAINTING
ON DISPLAY AT THE BUTLER

GRAIG GRAZIOSI

grgraziosi@student.ysu.edu

Youngstown fans of Vincent
van Gogh no longer need to
travel to the Museum of Mod-
ern Art to see a piece of the art-
ist’s collection — a quick trip to
the Butler Institute of Ameri-
can Art will do the job.

Last week, the Butler re-
ceived an original Van Gogh
painting thanks to a donation
from a private collector. The
painting “In the Dunes” was
created in 1883, early in Van
Gogh’s painting career.

The work is currently on
display in the Butler’s room
dedicated to American Im-
pressionism.

Wayne Gruber, a preparator
for the Butler, helped prepare
the museum for the arrival and
exhibition of the painting.

“Acquiring the piece was
something that had been in
the works for awhile. Essen-
tially, the private collector who
loaned us the piece felt it would
be better served as a piece here
with us,” Gruber said. “In pre-
paring to receive the piece, two
of our major concerns were
security, for obvious reasons,
and how we would present the
piece, as we are an American
art museum and Van Gogh was
a Dutch painter.”

While Van Gogh was not an
American artist, the Butler has
showcased his work in a room
dedicated to American Impres-
sionism. The display, which is
a large three-finned wall, in-
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“In The Dunes,” 1883. Now on display at the Butler Institute of American Art.

cludes the work, a letter Van
Gogh penned around the time
he painted the piece and a dis-
play detailing Van Gogh’s rela-
tion to American art and artists.

The painting — which dis-
plays a scene of a field and for-
ested area outside The Hague,
Netherlands — shows early
evidence of the artist’s style,
though those expecting to see
the vibrant colors and swirls
associated with his more fa-
mous works, like “The Starry
Night,” will instead see a dif-
ferent side to Van Gogh’s work.

“This piece was from Van
Gogh’s early life, when he was
studying and replicating the
styles of other artists. This
work is Van Gogh developing
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YSU: A STEM

2
3.26.15

Jobs Approved College

JUSTIN WIER

jewier@student.ysu.edu

STEM Jobs magazine
named Youngstown State
University’s college of
STEM a 2015 STEM Jobs
approved college in its
winter 2015 issue.

The list is comprised of
184 colleges that “under-
stand the importance of
aligning their programs to
high-demand, high-pay-
ing STEM jobs and help-
ing their students achieve
those career aspirations.”

The schools listed are
adjusting their programs
to meet job market de-
mands, preparing stu-
dents for success after
graduation, working to

improve diversity and
dedicating specific re-
sources to supporting stu-
dent achievement.

They looked at program
alignment to STEM jobs,
STEM job placement af-
ter graduation and STEM
diversity. YSU earned best
practice in aligning their
program to high-growth
and high-pay jobs, plac-
ing students in jobs after
graduation and having a
diverse graduate program.
YSU did not receive marks
for having a STEM career
center onsite or having a
diverse program.

The ratings are based
on publicly available data
and survey responses.

Jim Cossler, CEO of
the Youngstown Business
Incubator, said it’s a great
announcement for com-

panies in the region as
well as the university.

“The better the univer-
sity becomes across the
board, the better for YBI
and our portfolio compa-
nies, but certainly to see
that kind of recognition
for its STEM programs
and therefore its STEM
graduates ... is a tremen-
dous opportunity for us,”
Cossler said.

YSU has been suc-
cessful in placing several
graduates in jobs at the
Youngstown Business In-
cubator.

“YBI itself in terms of
our professional staff and
our portfolio companies
hire a tremendous num-
ber of YSU graduates. Our
two specialties are soft-
ware development and
additive = manufacturing

hardware, so, certainly the
engineering courses from
mechanical to electrical
to chemical engineer-
ing are very important to
us. The computer science
elements of STEM. The
information technology
elements of STEM. All of
those are very important
to us. We're also hiring
quite a few YSU graduates
from outside of STEM.
Particularly from the col-
lege of business, commu-
nications majors and de-
sign majors,” Cossler said.

Mike Hripko, depu-
ty director of America
Makes, said the recog-
nition is a validation of
YSU’s curriculum and a
signal to students that a
STEM degree from YSU
can be turned into a high-

paying job.

“We hire interns from
YSU, and we hire interns
from several top univer-
sities nationally. The in-
terns from YSU are very
capable and do very well
for us,” Hripko said.

In Cleveland last week,
President Obama touted
private/public  partner-
ships like America Makes
and announced future
initiatives modeled on
the success of efforts in
Youngstown.

“I  have announced
$500 million in new pub-
lic and private investment
for American manufactur-
ing. That includes a new
manufacturing hub that
will make America a lead-
er in producing high-tech
fabrics for uniforms our
soldiers wear in battle,”
Obama said.

California to Insurers: Don't
Use Workers’ Comp Law to
Deny Approved Care

Concern over possible misuse of a 2012 workers’ comp law has led to
warnings from state labor officials. A state senate committee will hold a
hearing on the law Wednesday.

Michael Grabell

ProPublica

California labor officials
have issued a warning to
insurance companies that
a new workers’ compensa-
tion law shouldn’t be used
to reopen old cases and
deny previously approved
home health care to in-
jured workers.

The notice follows a Pro-
Publica and NPR investi-
gation earlier this month
that featured a worker par-
alyzed in an on-the-job ac-
cident whose home health
aide was abruptly taken
away by his company’s in-
surer, leaving him to sit in
his own waste for hours at
a time.

In addition, the state’s
Senate Labor and Indus-
trial Relations Commit-
tee has called a hearing
Wednesday to discuss “the
progress and remaining
questions”  surrounding
the 2012 legislation.

The investigation by Pro-
Publica and NPR found

widespread cutbacks na-
tionwide in benefits for in-
jured workers. Since 2003,
more than 30 states have
slashed compensation for
workers hurt on the job,
created barriers to getting
medical care, or made it
more difficult for injured
workers to qualify. The
changes, often driven by
business and insurers, are
often labeled as “reforms”
to existing workers’ comp
systems.

As part of its 2012 re-
forms, California institut-
ed a new medical review
process while restoring
some benefits that had
been severely cut years
earlier. Under the new
process, the final arbiters
of disputes over medical
treatment changed from
judges to anonymous out-
side doctors who never see
the injured workers and
can only be overruled in
limited circumstances.
The law also applied ret-
roactively, which means
that all requests for medi-
cal treatment—including
those involving older in-
juries—are now subject to
reviews by insurance com-

pany doctors and more
rigid medical treatment
guidelines.

Insurers and state regula-
tors say this has provided
a check on inappropriate
medical care, such as the
over-prescription of ad-
dictive painkillers. But
injured workers and their
lawyers say insurance
companies have used this
provision to seize on mi-
nor treatment requests as
an excuse to revise agreed-
upon treatment plans.

In the case profiled by
ProPublica and NPR,
warehouse manager Joel
Ramirez was paralyzed
when a 900-pound crate
fell on him in 2009. Trav-
elers Insurance provided
24-hour home health care
for several years. But it
withdrew the aide last
summer, and, according to
a judge, asserted that the
law allowed it to revisit the
treatment and require the
new medical review pro-
cess.

The decision left Ramirez,
48, and his family to fend
for themselves. He fell sev-
eral times trying to transfer
to and from his wheelchair

and had to wait for hours
for a relative to get home
to help him clean himself
because he was unable to
control his bowels. His
wife was forced to quit her
job to look after him, and
his daughter left college to
help make up the lost in-
come. After four months,
Travelers reinstated the
aide under orders from the
state Workers’ Compensa-
tion Appeals Board.

In the notice issued
Thursday, the Depart-
ment of Industrial Rela-
tions and its Division of
Workers’ Compensation
said “agreed-upon medical
treatment must be hon-
ored.”

“Under the 2012 re-
forms,” the notice said,
such care can’t be modi-
fied “unless a treating phy-
sician provides medical
evidence of a change in the
injured workers’ condi-
tion.”

Rupali Das, the division’s
medical director, previ-
ously said in an interview
that the state is planning
to update the home health
guideline after determin-
ing that it was too narrow

03262015 Y02 083

and “does not meet what
we want to have in Califor-
nia.”

Wednesday’s  oversight
hearing will review wheth-
er the law is living up to
its goals of reducing costs
while still ensuring that
injured workers receive
the medical care they need
quickly.

“Many of the reforms
have drawn praise from
stakeholders, but others
have raised concerns,”
the committee wrote in its
news release.

Lawmakers will hear
from state administrators
as well as insurance, labor,
business and medical in-
dustry representatives.

State Sen. Tony Men-
doza, a Democrat from
Los Angeles County who
heads the labor commit-
tee, said the hearing will
explore whether the 2012
law “lives up to its commit-
ment of increasing injured
worker benefits, speeding
up the provision of medi-
cal help for injured work-
ers and decreasing work-
ers’ compensation costs
for California’s employ-
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Penguin Review is accepting applications
for EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

ASSISTANT EDITOR

RADIO PRODUCER

The Jambar

is hiring for ALL POSITIONS.
Apply at thejambar.com
by April 7, 2015.

AND INTERNS

Applications can be picked up and
dropped off in the Dean’s Office in
Debartolo Hall.

Deadline is April 10th

oy

STAFF RIGHT
THE RIGHT JOB = THE RIGHT STAFF

THEJAMBAR
———QCOM
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Homemade Daily Soups

Stockroom Assistant
Flexible Part-time Schedule
$12/hr.

We are currently looking fo fill a Stockroom
Assistant position in the Boardman-Canfield,
Ohio area. Qur client is a respectad,
established, manufacturing company with
domestic and international locations.,
Responsibilities of this role include order
processing, receiving parts from the U.S.
and overseas, and shipping of parts and
manufactured itams. Pull production orders,
prepare for shipment, and update stock
locations in the main computer system.

Handcrafted Pizza Salads

Grilled Sandwiches Pasta Homemade Desserts

Full Service Bar
Student discount to all YSU students with proper 1.D!

Hours of operation
Mon-Thurs: 11:00-9:00 PM
Fri.-Sat: 11:00-12:00 AM, walkup window open until 3:00 AM
Sunday: 12:00-7:00 PM

17 W. Federal Street, Youngstown Ohio 44503
330-740-0000

www.avalondowntown.com
Check us out on Facebook and Twitter!

$99 DEPOSIT

THRU 4/15/15 + 1ST 25 LEASES SIGNED LOCK IN THIS YEAR'S RATE!

Reguiremants for this position include 3+
yrs. af Slockroom or Shipping/Receiving
expenence, along with computer and data
entry proficiency. Experience with FedEx
andior UPS tracking and labeling systems,
attention to detail and accuracy, and the
ability o maintain a clean, organizad and
orderly stockroom are also required.

Must have forklift or tow motor
experience, and the ability to lift up to
BO lbs. on a regular basis.

Now through 4/15/15, pay just a $99 deposit at University Courtyard! Plus, the first
25 leases signed lock in this year's rate! University Courtyard Apartments provides
a student-focused lifestyle, with amenities and conveniences designed to help you
make the most of the college experience. Call or visit us today to reserve your
space at University Courtyard - where you fit in "15!

Work schedule is 7:00 am to 4:00 pm,
3 days per week, 24 hours weekly.
Thare is some flexibility regarding specific
days worked. Pay rals is $12.00/hr

To be considerad, please submit a current
resume, preferably in Word format to:
info@staffrightservices.com

UCYOUNGSTOWN.COM 91 WICK OVAL | YOUNGSTOWN, OH 44502 888.239.9375

SPRING 2015 CAREER FAIR
TUESDAY, MARCH 31

10:00 - 3:00 (doors close at 2:30)
Chestnut Room, Kilcawley Center

‘? Must bring your YSU student ID
? Professional dress required
Bring multiple copies of your resume

OVER 110 EMPLOYERS ATTENDING

Organizations hiring all majors in bold

Waffle House Inc.
Wee Care Day Care & Learning Center

Prima Health Care
Prudential Financial

216digital
AAA East Central

Family Video
Fastenal

ACA Engineering, Inc.

AFLAC

Aim Nationalease

AjaxTOCCO Magnethermic Corp.

American Environmental Group, Ltd.
Automation Services & Controls, Inc.

AVI Foodsystems, Inc.

BDI

Becker Professional Education
Bellefaire JCB

Bruce & Merrilees Electric Company
Buckeye Online School for Success
Buckle

Butech, Inc.

C.H. Robinson

Cafaro Company

Cardinal Health At Home

City of Pittsburgh

Cleveland Division of Air Quality
CMI Industry Americas Inc

Compass Family & Community Services

CT Consultants
CUSTOM VALVE
Dayton Freight Lines

Defense Finance and Accounting Service

DRS, LLC
Enterprise Rent-A-Car
Falcon Transport Company

FedEx Custom Critical
First National Bank
GBS Computer Solutions

General Motors Lordstown Complex

Glade Run Lutheran Services
GLI Pool Products

Globo Mobile Technologies Inc.
Grantek Systems Integration
HBK CPAs & Consultants
Homes for Kids, Inc.

Honda

Humility of Mary Health Partners
iHeartMedia

Karvo Paving Company

L. Calvin Jones

Marsh Bellofram Corp.
MassMutual Financial Group
Mercury Plastics, Inc.

Meridian Community Care
Nemacolin Woodlands Resort
NLMK USA

Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District

Northwestern Mutual

Nucor Vulcraft Group and Buildings Group

Panera Bread

PENN TOOL

PLS Logistics Services

Potential Development Program

Quality Engineering Solutions, Inc.

Quicken Loans

Remote DBA Experts - RDX

Robinson Memorial Hospital

Roemer Industries, Inc.

RoviSys Building Technologies

S.A. Comunale Company, Inc.

Schroedel, Scullin & Bestic, CPAs

Schwebel Baking Company

Shepherd of the Valley

Sherwin Williams

Simmers Crane Design & Services

Simon Roofing

Summit County Children's Services

Sweeney Chevrolet Buick GMC

Talmer Bank and Trust

Thorson e Baker + Associates

Total Quality Logistics

US District Court, Northern Ohio

US Navy Officer & Medical Officer
Programs

Union Metal Corporation

USPS

Valley Office Solutions

Vallourec Star

VEC Inc

Verizon Wireless

VXI Global Solutions

Wesex Corporation

West Corporation

Western and Southern Financial Group
Woodlands Family Care Centers
Youngstown City School District

NEW

Government and nonprofit employers section

Euclid City Schools

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Federal Correctional Institution - Elkton, OH.
Lawrence County Assn. for Responsible Care
Mahoning County Children's Services
Mahoning County Educational Service Center
Mahoning Valley College Access Program
NOCHE/NEQintern

Ohio Army National Guard

Ohio State Highway Patrol

Peace Corps

The Ursuline Sisters of Youngstown

US Air Force

US Customs & Border Protection

USMC Officer Selection

Valley Counseling Services, Inc.

West Branch Local Schools

WYSU 88.5 FM

To view the specific majors and positions being recruited by employers attending the Career Fair:
2) CLICK on PenguinLINK Job Board in the left pane

1) LOG IN to your MyYSU portal
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3) GO to the Events tab in the top menu
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Student Art and
Design Exhibition in
McDonough

On Friday, March 27,
the 79 Annual Juried
Youngstown State University
Art and Design Exhibition will
open in McDonough Museum
of Art. The reception is 6 to 8
p-m. with the awards being
presented at 7 p.m. The event
is free and open to the public.

Global Business
Seminar Hosted by
WCBA

The International Trade
Assistance Center is offering a
seminar on Friday March 27
from 9 to 11:45. It will show-
case the Cleveland, Europe Ex-
press Linear Service, Foreign
Trade Zones and the Global
Trade Group. Registration is
$25 and includes continental
breakfast. To make a reserva-
tion, contact Mousa Kassis at
330-941-2145 or mhkassis@

ysu.edu.

EveryBODY Fashion
Show Raises
Awareness About
Eating Disorders

Youngstown State Uni-
versity’s fashion program is
presenting “The EveryBODY
Fashion Show,” featuring

clothing for all body types. The
show will be Thursday April 9
at 6 p.m. in the Chestnut room
of Kilcawley Center. Admission
is free and doors open at 5 p.m.

OTHER

Need Birth Control, Plan B, Pap
Smear, STD Test, Pregnant?

Dr. Hill, 1350 Fifth Ave., near YSU
campus, all insurances, walk-ins.
330-746-7007, askthedoctor@ai-
whealth.com, answered confidentially.

IT TAKES TWO!

Licensed and Inspected two-
bedroom apartment includes all
utilities, appliances, and laundry.
Plus ADT, cable, dual broadband
Internet. $455 each. Call Chris
330-743-7368.

CHECK MY PACKAGE!

CT Rentals has nice, city licensed,
all inclusive houses and apart-
ments. Now leasing for August ten-
ancy. Our package includes: All ap-
pliances plus over 90 channels of
cable T.V. broadband Internet with
WiFi and ADT Security. All private
bedrooms with individual leases
and all utilities, maintenance and
groundskeeping included from
$445.00 month per person. Call
Chris 330-743-7368.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

Jeffrey Chrystal’s Catering seeking
hard working and dependable
students for the upcoming catering
season. Will work around class
schedule. Call 330-743-8062 or
email chrystalscatering@yahoo.com
for more information.

Summer job. Lawn Care Company
looking for crewmembers.

Send resume to lawncarejob14@
yahoo.com

“Jambar

what would become his style, and replicat-
ing the styles of other artists before break-
ing off and defining your own style is not
uncommon to see in art,” Gruber said.

“In the Dunes” will premiere at the But-
ler on March 26, but word of mouth has
brought a large number of art enthusiasts
to the museum since the arrival of the

painting last week.

“It’s been up for about a week, but peo-
ple have been showing up once they hear
it’s here. We expect a large uptick in traffic
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next week as more media outlets have been
reporting on the piece. Last week there was
a spike in traffic as soon as we received the
piece,” Gruber said.

Van Gogh, who committed suicide at 37 af-
ter only a 10-year painting career, produced a
substantial amount of work despite his short

life. As a result of his posthumous popularity

and the breadth of his work, Van Gogh pieces
can be found on display on every continent
except Antarctica.

Jacoby said that the igno-
rance of Americans has conse-
quences that will carry over to
the next generation.

“This dumbing down has
practical consequences in every
area of our lives and isn’t some-
thing that only matters to writ-
ers or professors or others who
are sneeringly called the elites.
If you allow yourself to remain
ignorant about science because
it’s boring, you get your opin-
ions from the Internet; you and
the kids most of you will have
someday will suffer the conse-
quences,” Jacoby said.

Jacoby discussed “infotain-
ment,” a concept she defines as
a popular culture of video im-
ages and digital interruptions
that require no logical thought,
and said that these distractions
are hurting the intelligence of
Americans.

“Ladies and gentlemen,
this kind of ignorance is the
undoing of progress. It is not
only how diseases spread, it
is how schools graduate kids
who can’t read. It’s how civili-
zations collapse,” Jacoby said.
“While there are a lot of things
that seem beyond the power of
us to change, our complicity in
this dumbing down, distract-
ing obsession is something
each of us does have the power
to change.”

She said that studies have
shown that people are 25-50
percent less likely to remem-
ber anything read online just
24 hours later and more likely
to remember the information if
read in a book.

“One of the most madden-
ing things so-called ‘cultural
observers’ go around saying
is that computers are making
us smarter. This is utter non-

sense. It’s exactly the same
thing as if saying that forks,
which were invented in the six-
teenth century, made human
beings better eaters,” Jacoby
said. “Forks, like computers,
are tools, and the most urgent
thing for you who hold the
future of this country in your
hands to understand is that
tools must be your servants,
not your masters. What I'm
urging you to do today is think
in perhaps some ways that you
haven’t before about how you
can become the masters and
mistresses of this tool rather
than allowing it to master you.”

She referenced a scientific
study showing that people ages
18 to 77 found it unpleasant or
painful to be isolated without
a smart phone for just 15 min-
utes, and a smaller study where
a group of people were hooked
up to a machine that would de-
liver a shock if he or she chose
to entertain themselves with a
phone rather than sitting qui-
etly by themselves.

“It tells us something about
our addiction to infotainment,
when a significant number of
people would rather admin-
ister themselves a shock then
be alone with their thinking.
What can we as individuals do
if we perceive this as a problem
in our lives?,” Jacoby said.

Jacoby suggested a few so-
lutions to these distractions,
of which included: unplug-
ging or isolating phones and
computers when working on a
project, and never trusting the
relevance of a source from a
website such as Wikipedia.

“I promise you that if you
can try unplugging, even if
you can only stand it for an
hour, you'll be amazed at how
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much more you can get done
and how much better you are
able to focus. If it makes you
uncomfortable, you know you
are a little bit hooked,” Jacoby
said. “The Internet is especially
problematic because much of
it comes in anonymous form. I
have nothing but contempt for
anonymous comments, wheth-
er it is on social media or a re-
sponse to articles of online edi-
tions of traditional newspapers
or magazines. Anonymous free
speech is not free speech be-
cause it risks nothing.”

Audience members were
receptive to the talk and gave
their opinions as well as ques-
tions to Jacoby. Raymond
Beiersdorfer, a professor in
the department of geological
and environmental sciences at
YSU, expressed his frustration
for those who are oblivious to
local issues.

“One of the things that I
find most frustrating is that
people in positions of respon-
sibility are being woefully igno-
rant about some of the issues
of the day,” Beiersdorfer said.
“In particular, I'm mostly con-
cerned about our energy con-
sumption, global warming and
the Shale gas development, lo-
cally. Yet, they are being anti-
intellectual about it and just
being totally ignorant about
this, yet there seems to be no
blowback. Is there any solution
to that?”

Jacoby expressed her own
insight on the issue, and left
the audience to think about
how the issue can be changed.

“The blow hards often get the
stage. Often people don’t have
the energy to change it, but you
might change the mind of some-
one who listens,” Jacoby said.

Smartphone Domin
Pretty Close to Corr

PATRICIA SABATINI

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
(TNS)

In caseyou haven’t raised
your head long enough to
notice the throngs of people
gazing hypnotically at their
smartphones, the nation
has passed a milestone.

Smartphones now make
up 75 percent of the mobile
phone market, up from 65
percent a year ago and just
2 percent a decade ago, ac-
cording to the Internet ana-
Iytics firm comScore.

Put another way, three-
quarters of Americans age
13 and older now have
smartphones. Most other
people have some other
type of cell phone, such as
a flip phone or TracFone,
used mostly for old-fash-
ioned talking.

The percentage of people
who don’t own any kind
of mobile phone is so low
it’s not worth mentioning,

said Andrew Lipsman, vice
president of marketing and
insights at comScore, based
in Reston, Va.

“If you take a look at the
big picture, it’s how mobile
has taken over and become
the dominant platform
through which people en-
gage in digital media,” he
said.

Desktop computer usage
has flattened out, but peo-
ple are spending more time
in front of a digital screen —
whether it be on the way to
work, throughout the day,
sitting in front of the TV or
in bed at night — because
of the availability of smart-
phones and tablets, he said.

On the plus side, as a na-
tion of smartphone users
connected to the Internet
24/7, people are better in-
formed and may be learn-
ing more quickly, Lipsman
said.

Still, there are negative
implications to consider, as
well.

“Obviously, the draw-
back is what that (greater
reliance on smartphones)

means for how people en-
gage with each other,” he
said.

Research released last
month by the digital tech-
nology firm Apigee in San
Jose, Calif., along with
Stanford University’s Mo-
bile Innovation Group,
found a deepening depen-
dence on smartphones for
social interaction.

Dependency was stron-
gest among the one-quarter
of smartphone users who
reported using their devices
the most.

Among these top users,
the majority said they used
their phones “nearly all the
time,” including while at
dinner with others.

Twenty-one percent of
top users said they could not
maintain a relationship with
a significant other without
the apps on their phones,
while 19 percent said they
couldn’t find new friends
without their smartphones.

Among all smartphone
owners surveyed, 11 percent
said they would be unable
to be happy without their
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electronic companions.

It’s probably no surprise
that younger Americans
tend to use smartphones
the most. Among every age
group between 13 and 44,
at least 85 percent have
smartphones, according to
the comScore survey.

Then the numbers drop
off. Among people age 45-
54, it’s 76 percent; ages
55-64, 63 percent; and for
those 65 and older, it’s 48
percent.

Apple devices are the
most popular, making up
41 percent of the market,
followed by Samsung at 29
percent, LG at 8 percent,
Motorola with 5 percent
and HTC with 4 percent,
comScore said.

As for the most popular
smartphone apps, Face-
book reigned supreme,
reaching 70 percent of the
app audience; followed by
YouTube at 55 percent; and
Google Play at 52 percent.
Google search, also at 52
percent, and Facebook mes-
senger, 47 percent, rounded
out the top five.

CYAN MAGENTA
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News

about, you can drop a pin and get real-time
accounts and posts from that area, which is
way different than a hashtag that can be com-
ing from all over the world,” he said.

Mullen said Yik Yak can be useful to both
administrators and local companies and news
sources — citing his recent experience at the
College Media Association 2014.

“We met with a bunch of college news-
paper reporters and writers. Many of them
have been using Yik Yak to source stories,”
Mullen said. “Florida State University had
a school shooting this past November. As
it was going on, there was no news articles
published yet and there was nothing posted
online, if you peeked in, and many many
people did, on Yik Yak you could get an ac-
count of what was going on. There were stu-
dents in the library, where the shooter was,
Yaking and giving details about what hap-
pened, if anyone was hurt and that informa-
tion wasn'’t accessible anywhere else, as far
as I know, except on Yik Yak.”

Earnheardt agreed that this future was
certainly possible for Yik Yak, but changes
needed to come to the platform first.

“You know, I think that is what Yik Yak’s
founders wanted it to be. I think they wanted
it to be something that was a new platform
for somebody to share information, and I
don’t think they had any idea that it would
turn into something negative where it would
be used as a tool for bullying and so on,” he
said. “It all depends on how they retool, re-
brand Yik Yak in the coming years. I think it
does have that staying power but at the same
time, I think there is a real opportunity for
the Yik Yak users to turn it into that and to
make it a real meaningful site for sharing,
updates, news and information — rather

than just trying to use it for hook-ups and
complaints,” Earnheardt said.

Battling Yik Yak’s Darker Side

As Earnheardt said, Yik Yak, since its
launch, has been a magnet for controversies
both on and off college campuses.

In February of 2014, Yik Yak caused three
high school campuses to shut down in Mobile,
Alabama after a post warning about a shoot-
ing circulated among the campus body. A Uni-
versity of North Carolina student was arrested
in December after being connected to a bomb
threat post on Yik Yak.

Yik Yak has also been used for cyber-bul-
lying, prompting a petition on Change.org by
Elizabeth Long, a victim of bullying on Yik
Yak, to “shut down” the app. The petition
currently has 78,287 signatures.

Mullen said that Yik Yak has continu-
ously worked toward preventing threats,
bullying and hate speech through efforts like
blocking Yik Yak from over 100,000 high
school campuses around the nation, inter-
nal moderators and community moderation
— content is deleted from the feed after five
downvotes and users can flag posts.

“We have filters running looking for hot
words and names like you said. And we have
a team of moderators that are going through
these posts and removing ones that should be
removed and putting back on ones that are
fine. We also have the ability to suspend us-
ers, block users if we see that they are misusing
the app. There is no one answer, but we have
a number of different kinds of tools,” he said.

Though Mullen understood groups fears,
he said banning the app from campuses
would be nearly impossible — since many

students would be able to use their cellu-
lar data to circumvent blocks on the Wi-Fi
— and instead commenting on the benefits
administrators have found in embracing the
app.

“Yik Yak is a really powerful tool and ad-
ministrators have noticed that. On one side,
their response is, ‘we should block it and not
let students use it.” On the other side, ad-
ministration is learning to embrace it, and
we are seeing more and more a shift toward
schools actually learning to embrace it. We
have actually been reached out by a number
of schools who want more information about
Yik Yak on their campus to learn more about
student life instead of having access to just
the most recent 100 posts,” he said. “There
are hundreds and thousands to millions
more of these cases that bring communities
together.”

He pointed toward a specific example of
faculty and administration utilizing Yik Yak.

“At Colgate University, a bunch of pro-
fessors got on Yik Yak, the first day of finals
last semester. I think 50 professors ended up
writing, motivating and encouraging posts,
signing their names as the handle, and the
students loved it. You know, we had philoso-
phy teachers quoting Plato,” he said. “Yik
Yak is basically a campus bulletin board and
the community gets to decide what stays up.
When the administration and the teachers
and the professors get involved, they do so in
creative ways that students would like.”

Earlier that semester at Colgate Univer-
sity, students were prompted to protest the
lack of diversity at the campus after a series
of racist posts on Yik Yak. The professor’s
posts were in response to this controversy
in attempt to influence greater positivity on
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Yik Yak.

Earnheardt was skeptical of heavily lim-
iting speech on the app, instead supporting
this type of community involvement as a
necessary step to truly change the culture of
the comments.

“I think one of their hallmark features is
this idea that you are open to say anything for
good or bad. I think that is what the problem
is. They really haven’t kind of taught anyone
what is responsible speech. Maybe there is
an opportunity there for other Yakers, and
there is by voting things down, to when they
see something negative — like racist and sex-
ist — to get on there and vote this down as a
way to monitor the community.”

Though Earnheardt was also strongly
against banning the app, he said Yik Yak
does need to do more.

“You know what I think their responsibil-
ity is and probably where they have dropped
the ball a little bit: providing a forum for
people to share best practices, best uses for
Yik Yak,” he said. “The part that scares me is
there is this immediate reaction to say, ‘oh,
let’s shut it down. It is bad; it’s evil.” without
even realizing its virtues. There could be some
real possibilities with keeping it open. You
just need to find ways to teach people the best
uses and the best practices are. These people
who are trying to shut it down — that is lu-
dicrous.”

Mullen emphasized that the app is con-
stantly improving bringing in new features in
addition to monitoring techniques.

“When people misuse our app, it doesn’t
leave very good impressions on the commu-
nity, which is why we are improving,” Mul-
len said. “We are definitely still in the early
stage.

Yik Yak Makes Cash?

LIAM BOUQUET

Icbouquet@gmail.com

Cam Mullen, the lead commu-
nity developer of Yik Yak, said the
platform is not currently bringing in
revenue streams from the app.

“We have raised money that has
been able to pay to keep the lights
on. Right now, we are focusing on
the product and the community and

making sure the app is the best it can
be; that people are on the app, using
it everyday,” Mullen said.

Yik Yak does have investors. The
Wall Street Journal recently report-
ed that Sequoia Capital, a venture
capital firm, led a $62 million fund-
ing round, in addition to reporting
that Yik Yak has an estimated value
of between $300 to $400 million.
Mullen commented on the attrac-
tion of Yik Yak to investors.

“I think one reason is that we
have a very strong foothold in the
college market. College students
are all over Yik Yak. We are at over

1600 to 1700 colleges in the U.S.A.
The conversations on Yik Yak are
really unique and different than on
other social media platforms,” Mul-
len said.

Mullen said though it is too early
to say, the platform is open to intro-
ducing ads into the system, under
certain conditions.

“Currently we aren’t working on
that at all, but, if one day we wanted
to put in local ads, it has to be really
relevant,” he said.

Adam Earnheardt, chair of the
communications department, said
the Yik Yak community has been

skeptical of advertisements.

“I have had stuff on there where
I will post something like, ‘If you are
looking for a course to take, check
out something in the communi-
cations department yadda yadda
yadda,” and it gets voted down. It
is almost like the Yakers want to
keep that forum free of intrusive
advertisements, like propaganda,”
he said. “It would have to be one of
those things where Yik Yak sells that
space to potential advertisers and
there would be no mechanism of
voting it up or down.”

Earnheardt added that the plat-

form could potentially create rev-
enue by selling information as many
social media apps do.

According to the Yik Yak terms
of agreement, the platform does col-
lect data. The Yik Yak privacy policy
also states that they may share data
collected from users, without identi-
fying users, to such groups as third-
party business partners, advertisers
and service providers.

“By using our Services, you agree
that we may use and disclose the
information we collect about you
as stated in the Privacy Policy,” the
agreement reads.
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Graduate Student Uses
Logic, Reason and his
Thesis to Create Musie

BRIGITTE PETRAS

bmpetras@student.ysu.edu

Jay Newman, a current graduate
student, has created a band called
Black Kangaroo from his collection
of songs complied in his creative
writing thesis.

Black Kangaroo consists of sev-
eral musicians, including Newman
on guitar and vocals, Tom Goldth-
wait on percussion, Molly Shattuck
on keyboard and a few others that
help with the band.

Newman expressed that his
band is a synthesis of many genres
and has been inspired by other
bands such as Nine Inch Nails and
Depeche Mode.

“There’s a lot of influence in it
[the music]. It’s multilayer. We're
creating something familiar yet
very much new,” Newman said.
“I basically started writing songs
for class assignments because our
professors gave us [students] quite
a bit of leeway with what we could
do [musically].”

Northeast Ohio Master of Fine
Arts, or NEO-MFA, is the program
that Newman will be completing
soon. It is a unique association of
four universities including the Uni-
versity of Akron, Cleveland State,
Kent State and Youngstown State.
NEOMFA is the only multi-univer-
sity Creative Writing MFA program
in the country.

With Newman’s thesis coming
to completion, he asked Catherine

Wing and Steven Reese to be on his
reading committee and he asked
Mary Biddinger to be his thesis ad-
visor. All three professors are from
different Northeastern Ohio uni-
versities.

Steven Reese, a current profes-
sor at YSU who has worked with
the NEOFMA program for 12 years,
explained the role of the committee.

“The chair of that committee, Dr.
Biddinger, at Akron, works most
closely with Jay in helping him
produce his manuscript. The rest
of us read it to evaluate it, suggest
changes, make corrections where
needed,” Reese said.

Catherine Wing, a poetry pro-
fessor at Kent State University’s
English Department, has taught
Newman since his first class with

her in 2012 within a Poetry Writing
Workshop.

“I'd say it’s a real pleasure to get
to work with developing writers
who are in the process of finding
their voices and figuring out what
kind of writers they want to be. Also
it’s a real honor to be in the com-
pany of such strong and diverse
writers that make up the NEOMFA
faculty,” Wing said.

This is not the first time he had
created music. He also has another
band, An Intimate Curse, that was
established before Black Kangaroo
and is still creating music, using
the Internet as its main platform.

“If you're not on the Internet and
advertising on there, your [band]
won’t make it around here,” New-
man said.

Women’s History
Month

Women march in New York City in 1917 in support of women’s suffrage. Public Domain Photo

ALEXIS RUFENER

aprufener@student.ysu.edu

Women’s and gender
studies is presenting its last
few events in celebration of
Women’s History Month, at-
tempting to answer the ever-
present question, is it sexy or
is it sexist?

Diana Palardy, women’s
and gender studies direc-
tor, and other faculty plan
on finishing the month of
March with programs that
help women understand
the societal pressures being
placed on them in the past
and understanding them in
the present.

“Sexy or Sexist?,” this
year’s theme for events, ex-

plains different issues and
rarely talked about “blurred
lines” that modern day wom-
en are facing in the work-
place and in their daily lives.

Some of the previous
events featured paneled dis-
cussions that shed a light on
the representation of race
and gender on current televi-
sion shows such as “Scandal”
and “The Big Bang Theory.”

“I am very excited about
this year’s line-up of events
and I feel that the ones this
year are more closely aligned
with our central theme,
which is sexuality,” Palardy
said.

Palardy and her team
came up with the theme
“Sexy or Sexist?” to show stu-
dents that their words matter
and can have a lasting effect
on others.

“We wanted to talk about
sexuality in general, and the
theme of ‘Sexy or Sexist’ oc-
curred to us because what
may seem sexy and inoffen-
sive to one person may seem
sexist to another,” Palardy
said. “We posed it as a ques-
tion because we wanted peo-
ple to think about what it is
that makes something that
could be just sexy become
something that is actually
sexist.”

Each event is meant to
initiate discussion among
students about what they
viewed controversial, and the
controversy surrounding it.

“When someone objecti-
fies or dehumanizes some-
one to such an extent that
they no longer empathize
with that person, then what
could potentially seem sexy

actually is sexist. Often there
is some kind of power imbal-
ance involved too,” Palardy
said.

Ashley Orr, Student
Government  Association’s
vice-president of financial
affairs, attended the events
“Through the Eyes of Differ-
ent Religions” and “Throw-
ing Stones at Glass Ceilings.”
She expressed her excite-
ment for the month’s events
and the guest speakers that
have, and will, speak on vari-
ous issues that women face
in the media as well as in the
city of Youngstown.

“Discussions of and at
these events made me real-
ize how much women have
done for the betterment of
Youngstown. It’s motivat-
ing me as a woman-student
to pursue similar goals,” Orr

Continues

said. “I learned a lot about
the different religions prac-
ticed, and the audience and
I could tell which religions
were more supporting for an
LGBTQIA member.”

As the month of March
comes to a close, Women’s
and Gender Studies presents
its last three events.

“I would say that students
who have attended these
events have a better under-
standing of current issues in
Women’s and Gender Stud-
ies and how these events will
later be viewed from a his-
torical perspective,” Palardy
said.

For those who want to
learn more about the other
Women’s History Month
events, students and faculty
can contact Diana Palardy by
email at dgpalardy@ysu.edu.

Brianna Wu Speaks
at YSU about Sexism
in Tech Industry
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Brianna Wu will speak at
YSU on Thursday at 7 p.m,
in Beeghly Hall's McKay
Auditorium about sexism in
the technology industry. Wu
is the head of video game
development studio Giant
Spacekat, one of the largest
professional game-develop-
ment teams of women.

After commenting about
misogyny in the video game
industry and criticizing the

CYAN MAGENTA

recent Gamergate move-
ment controversy — in which
groups threatened and in-
sulted several female video
game developers and their
supporters — Wu received 45
death and rape threats over
five months. She will speak
about these experiences, in
addition to more broadly
speaking about women in
this industry.
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WOW... THAT'S
EMBARRASSING

AMANDA TONOLI

ajtonoli@student.ysu.edu

It’s that embarrassing moment that happened three
years ago you can’t let go. Of course you're afraid every-
one remembers — how could they forget? Do they really
remember though? Or is it just you beating yourself up
over one stupid mistake? It’s probably the latter...

In “Oh No You Didn’t: Embarrassment Acts as a Social
Glue that can Strengthen our Relationships, but it also has
a Dark side, Research Finds,” published on the American
Psychological Association’s website in November 2012,
Kirsten Weir discusses the science of being embarrassed
and why it is essential to feel it from time to time.

We often think back to the time described above, be it
a year ago, three years ago or even one hour ago. Why do
we continue to relive it if it makes us feel so... awkward?

“Powerful, but also puzzling. Why are we so quick to
feel an emotion that makes us so uncomfortable? What
does a tendency toward mortification mean?” Weir said.
“Psychologists’ research reveals this complex sentiment
comes with both pros and cons.”

Weir said it’s actually good to get that “red-faced” ex-
pression we hate so much. It can be comforting to those
around us — making us appear more human and more
comfortable to be around.

Why do we hate turning red when something makes us
feel awkward though?

It’s because we fear judgment. But Weir said that
shouldn’t hold us back. She cites a study done by Duke
University that found that the act of buying condoms can
cause a high level of embarrassment — because of fear of
judgment.

If that stopped the group who was studied from buying
condoms, it has the potential to breed sexually transmit-
ted diseases or unwanted pregnancies.

Fear of judgment shouldn’t be the cause of irrational-
ity. Buying condoms isn’t that big of a deal, especially
when you think of the consequences of not doing so. My
advice? Suck it up.

There are other, and probably better, ways to deal with
being embarrassed though.

Therese Borchard stressed in “10 Real Ways to Over-
come Embarrassment,” published on pbs.org, that laugh-
ing at your own mistakes and laughing with others is the
best way to overcome your embarrassment.

“When you're in ‘sensitivity land’ laughing is a tad chal-
lenging, which is why you need a good friend to help you
with it,” Borchard said.

Looking at others’ mistakes can make us feel less un-
comfortable about our own, or even normal. We are hu-
manizing ourselves whilst putting others on our same
level. No one really wants to be out there all alone on the
island of misfit toys.

“So, the next time you trip on the sidewalk, forget an
acquaintance’s name or realize your fly has been down all
day, take a deep breath and try to shake it off,” Weir said.
“Your ruby-red cheeks and nervous smile may be broad-
casting your best traits.”

And these traits are being shown to others who want
to be around someone who makes just as many silly mis-
takes as they do.

It’s hard to overcome something as devastating as
handing the cop who pulled you over your registration
with a condom from your glove box inside, but if you can
laugh about it, you can overcome it.
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EDITORIAL

You Probably Shouldn’t Sign the
New Petition For Legalized Pot

We'll wait for your collec-
tive gasps to quiet down.

There we go.

Young people want weed
legalized. That’s no secret. It’s
not just because people want
to get high — though that obvi-
ously factors in — but because a
lot of young people have friends
or relatives who are currently
serving or have previously
served criminal sentences for
marijuana possession.

In a recent interview with
President Obama conducted by
Vice News, the interviewer asked
the president about legalization.
Shane Smith, the interviewer,
asked not simply because the
topic is relevant, but because
Vice’s readers voted it their top
priority question in an online
poll prior to the interview.

The president brushed it off
as a juvenile question and sug-
gested that young people worry
about something more impor-
tant, such as climate change
and the economy.

While we could go through
all the reasons why President
Obama is off base for dismiss-
ing young people’s concerns
over legalization, other news
outlets have done a fine job of
summating those points. We
want to bring the discussion
a little closer to home and ar-
gue an unlikely position — you
shouldn’t support the current
plan to legalize weed in Ohio.

President Obama was right
in saying young people need to
worry about things like climate
change and the economy. In
fact, it’s economic worries in
particular that have brought us
to the decision to officially op-
pose the pot legalization group
ResponsibleOhio’s — not to be
confused with the Responsible
Ohioans for Cannabis — cur-
rent plan to bring weed legal-
ization to the ballot.

Ohio’s Ballot Board on Fri-
day voted to allow Respon-
sibleOhio to begin collecting
signatures for a petition that
would see their initiative add-
ed to the ballots in November.

When discussing legaliza-
tion, Colorado is the go-to ex-
ample for why the practice can
and does work. And they should
be, because they've done a fine
job of implementing the system,
save for a few hiccups where
state business intersects with

federal business.

ResponsibleOhio’s plan
isn’t the same as the Colorado
plan. Colorado’s legalization
plan allows individuals to have
up to 6 personal plants and al-
lows individuals to start grow
operations and dispensaries
as easily as opening up a new
shoe store. ResponsibleOhio’s
plan would set up 10 state-
wide grow operations and al-
low individuals to keep up to 4
personal plants for cultivation
so long as they have a license.
The cost or difficulty associated
with getting a license is some-
thing we're interested to see.

So what’s wrong with hav-
ing 10 grow operations around
the state? Well, it effectively
establishes a state weed cartel
and stymies free market com-
petition.

ResponsibleOhio respond-
ed to these claims by changing
their initial proposal to include
personally owned plants, and
told one of our reporters that
their justification for propos-
ing such strict regulation was
to ensure the pot’s “safety from
seed to sale.”

Safety from what? People
having been buying unregu-
lated weed from God-knows-
where since before the drug
was even scheduled. There are
no official deaths attributed
specifically to “bad pot,” and all
of the anecdotes arguing those
claims have a veracity that is
debatable at best.

Let’s be honest about what’s
going on here — those 10 in-
dividuals, or landowners, or
companies, or whoever it is
that gets to own those grow op-
erations are bound to make a
lot of money off ResponsibleO-
hio’s plan, just like Penn Na-
tional Gaming did when Ohio
effectively created a gambling
cartel in the state.

Limiting who can start a
retail marijuana business en-
sures that people who want
to buy weed will be paying
absurd prices. Some consum-
ers will have to drive long dis-
tances to get to their nearest
dispensary, and the lack of free
market competition nagging
business owners to always get
better means we’ll likely never
see truly impressive products
and strains of marijuana in the
state because there will be no
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driving force to bring it about.

Not only does this plan hurt
the consumer, but it also hurts
local economies.

Colorado’s plan allows for
visitors to buy and use rec-
reational marijuana in state,
so long as they’re of age and
don’t take it out of state.
If Ohio had a similar plan, we
would certainly make money
on out-of-state weed tour-
ists, and local business own-
ers could benefit and turn that
money around for reinvest-
ment in the local economy.

For an example of this, we
need to look no further than
Vintage Estate in Boardman.
Vintage Estate is a craft beer
bottle shop that lets you mix
and match beers that you may
not be able to find anywhere
else. VE makes a large amount
of money off of their Pennsyl-
vanian customers, who take
the short drive over the Ohio
border to buy individual bot-
tles of expensive beer that they
would have otherwise been
forced to buy by the case in
Pennsylvania.

For the past five years, VE
has then used their profits to
throw the Big Tap In, a beer
festival that brought thousands
of people to Boardman. Ho-
tels, restaurants and other local
businesses all were able to ben-
efit from one business making
use of its geographic advantage.

We could see the same suc-
cess with pot in Ohio if we push
away ResponsibleOhio’s plan
and wait for a real legalization
plan to come along that sup-
ports local businesses and in-
dividual growers.

We won'’t have to wait long.
The Responsible Ohioans for
Cannabis are currently work-
ing on an initiative that is
much closer to what Colorado
uses. As such, there would be
far stronger opposition to the
initiative, but it’s better not
to cut corners when it comes
to laws. It’s better to fail three
times passing a good bill and
triumph on the fourth then
pass a bad bill quickly that
doesn’t really serve the public.

Don’t reinforce the stereo-
type that people who smoke
pot are idiots. Be smart, wait
for a real solution to Ohio’s le-
galization issue.

Reining in the Coal
Industry’s Assault on Public Health

Lisa Garcia

Los Angeles Times

monary disease.

Coal-fired power plants are by far the larg-

(TNS)

1in 5 premature deaths are attributable to air
pollution. Can EPA rules help?

On Wednesday the U.S. Supreme Court will
hear arguments in a crucial case about regulat-
ing mercury and other toxic air pollution com-
ing from coal-fired power plants. At stake is a
very dangerous precedent that industry profits
are more important than thousands of lives.

In late 2011, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency issued its first-ever Mercury and
Air Toxics Standards, or MATS, to reduce the
pollution emitted by power plants. Simply by
requiring the worst-polluting plants to match
the performance and technology of their more
responsible competitors, these standards will
prevent between 4,200 and 11,000 premature
deaths per year.

These public health protections already were
years overdue because the coal industry and its
allies tried to derail them from the beginning. In
the current court case, the petitioners — two in-
dustry trade groups and 21 states — claim that
the EPA can’t set limits on toxic air pollution
without first considering the financial impact
that will have on the industry. Last year, the D.C.
Circuit Court rejected this argument. Industry —
in a last-ditch attempt to overturn these protec-
tions — appealed, and the U.S. Supreme Court
agreed to hear this case.

Air pollution is lethal. The EPA calculated
that 1 in 20 deaths in the U.S. each year is re-
lated to air pollution, mostly excess instances of
heart attack, stroke, lung cancer and cardiopul-
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est industrial source of toxic air pollution, re-
sponsible for 50 percent of all U.S. emissions of
mercury, a potent neurotoxin particularly dan-
gerous to children. Scientific studies have found
that nearly 7 percent of all U.S. women of child-
bearing age are exposed to mercury at levels that
can be harmful for fetal brain development.

Many of those whose health is at risk are
low-income and people of color. “Coal Blooded:
Putting Profits Before People,” a report by the
NAACP, found that the 6 million people living
near power plants in America have a per capita
income 15 percent lower than the U.S. average
income, and 39 percent are people of color.

The EPA’s emissions standard for power
plants represented a huge step forward in pro-
tecting all of us from this assault on public
health.

With this lawsuit, the coal industry is trying
to revive an old, dysfunctional approach to en-
vironmental protection that Congress scrapped
more than 20 years ago. Before the Clean Air Act
was amended in 1990, the EPA was paralyzed for
decades by wrangling over which toxins should
be regulated and whether controlling them was
worth the expense. That system worked well for
industry, but failed the American public.

In 1990, Congress decided that the EPA
could consider the costs when determining how
stringent its standards should be. But such esti-
mates should not prevent the agency from con-
trolling hazardous air pollutants at all. Nonethe-
less, coal industry lawyers are now claiming that
before the EPA can require power plants to cut
their toxic pollution, the agency must weigh the
costs of compliance against the benefits.

CYAN MAGENTA

BLACK
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DAN HINER

dghiner@student.ysu.edu

Youngstown State Univer-
sity will host Chris Herren,
a drug and alcohol sobriety
advocate on March 30 at the
Beeghly Center.

Herren played in the Na-
tional Basketball Association be-
tween 1999-2001. Herren began
his career with the Boston Celt-
ics before ending his NBA career
with the Denver Nuggets. After
his career in the NBA, Herren
played six seasons in Europe,
Iran, Turkey and China.

In 2008 Herren suffered a
heroin overdose. That year re-
ports surfaced of Herren’s drug
and alcohol abuse — which
eventually led to the end of his
professional basketball career.

Herren turned to his fam-
ily and friends for help and
support during his treatment.
He still attends meetings and
groups to discuss his addiction
in an attempt to stay drug free.

The Herren Project website
indicates “friends stepped in
and, with modest financial sup-
port and a strong hand, helped
Chris through an extended
treatment program and a return
to sober living. Drug-free and
alcohol-free since Aug. 1, 2008,
Chris has refocused his life to put
his sobriety and family above
all else. He attends meetings to
support his substance-free life-
style and often speaks before
groups trying to overcome ad-
diction to share his experiences
and road to sobriety.”

After word of Herren'’s sub-
stance abuse and eventual so-
briety became public, ESPN
filmed a documentary on his
story. The film “Unguarded” is
considered one of the most im-
pactful stories ESPN has run.
Herren experienced first-hand
the effect the film had on the
nation, having received thou-
sands of letters and calls from
people reaching out for help.

In 2009, Herren began the

Chris Herren to Speak

About Drug-Free Life

Hoop Dream program, a pro-
gram that specializes in train-
ing young basketball players
16 and older. During their
training, Herren teaches them
basketball fundamentals and
shares with them his story
about the road to recovery.

After “Unguarded” aired in
2011, Herren realized the sup-
port system he needed to over-
come his demons, was more-
or-less, lacking for the millions
of people seeking sobriety.

Herren’s biggest contribu-
tion would come in 2011 with
the creation of the Herren
Project — a non-profit organi-
zation that provides education,
mentoring and treatment navi-
gation for those who seek help
for substance abuse.

This organization seeks “to
provide assistance in taking
the first steps toward recovery
and a life of sobriety, educa-
tional programs and resources
to increase awareness on the
signs of addiction and bring
hope for a better tomorrow.”

The Health and Wellness
Center has collaborated with
multiple departments at YSU
and the Youngstown commu-
nity to help bring Herren back
to speak; Herren spoke at YSU
once before in 2013. RJ Mar-
kowitz, an intern at the Health
and Wellness Center, said the
expenses to bring Herren to
the event were lessened after
a donation from the Mahoning
Valley Hospital Foundation.

“We had a nice donation
from the Mahoning Valley
Hospital Foundation and they
were big proponents of getting
him back in,” Markowitz said.
“They said ‘here we’re going
to give you the money to have
Chris in here. Could you make
it work?’ That was initially how
it started the partnership be-
tween athletics, student acti-
vates, campus rec and the hos-
pital foundation all partnered
together to get Chris in here.”

The Health and Wellness
Center has made attempts to
make the community aware
of Herren’s arrival on campus.
Anna Pompeo, a graduate as-
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Chris Herren, former professional basketball player, is a recovering drug addict. Since be-
coming sober, Herren has created organizations such as Hoop Dreams, The Herren Project
and Project Purple to give back to the community and raise awareness about drug abuse.

sistant at the Health and Well-
ness Center, said the speech
Herren gave last time he came
to YSU was insightful, but most
of the audience was composed
of athletes and members of the
athletic department.

“He came to YSU to speak
and athletes were required to
attend,” Pompeo said. “It was a
Sunday night. It was two years
ago in January and it was phe-
nomenal, but it was secluded
to YSU. It was open to the
public, but I don’t think people
knew about it. This time we're
trying to reach out to as many
different areas as we can. From

principals, athletic directors
and local high schools, too.”

Markowitz explained the
setup of the event.

“He has a little video that
he'll start off with — it kind of
introduces him and tells his
story. So the audience can ex-
pect to see the video, which is a
part of the Herren Project. The
audience will see the video first
then he’ll go into his story fol-
lowed by a brief Q and A after-
wards,” Markowitz said.

It's common for members
of the audience to approach
Herren and discuss their own
personal battles with sub-

stance abuse. Markowitz said
YSU is prepared to help any-
one who is willing to seek help
after listening to Herren.

“We actually had to give
Chris our contact to Anne Lally,
who’s our counselor on cam-
pus,” Markowitz said. “So we
gave him her information and
the information to the YSU po-
lice department. If somebody
were so moved by this they
reach out to Chris after the event
or in the Q and A session, we're
going to have support right here
on campus and Chris has con-
tact information to give those
people support on campus.”

Penguin Bats Stagnant Against Pitt

JEFF BROWN

jrbrown02@student.ysu.edu

It wasn’t an ideal Wednes-
day afternoon at Eastwood
Field for the Youngstown State
University baseball team in
their game against the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh. The Penguins
fell behind early and were never
able to fully recuperate, falling
to Pittsburgh 8-4. YSU drops to
5-13 on the season.

Junior pitcher D.J. Carr
made his fourth start of the
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season for the Penguins, but
struggled early allowing six runs
in the first two innings. Carr’s re-
cord dropped to 0-3 on the year.

“It made it a big hole to
overcome and dig ourselves
out of. It’s tough to crawl back
into when you're down by that
much,” head coach Steve Gil-
lispie said. “Credit to our guys.
For the three years I've been
here they’ve played hard day in
and day out.”

Carr was pulled at the start
of the third inning in favor of
the lefty Austin Lujano. He
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came in to stop the bleeding,
only allowing two runs on two
hits, before being pulled for re-
lief pitcher Anthony Konders
at the start of the fifth inning.

From here a pitching com-
bination of Konders, Joe King
and Josh Fitch held the Pan-
thers scoreless for the final five
innings of play.

“It was a good job by our
bullpen to start throwing up
some zeros and hold them
where they were and give our
bats a chance to chip away,”
Gillispie said.
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Anthony Konders came in relief in the sixth inning. The combination of Konders, Joe King and Josh Fitch held Pittsburgh to
two hits during the final four innings of the Penguins’ 8-4 loss.

Unfortunately for the Pen-
guins, they struggled to get
much going offensively. YSU
remained hitless until the
fourth inning when designated
hitter Jake Fryman hit a two-
run home run to bring the
Penguins within six runs (8-2).
Fryman added a double in the
sixth inning, and was brought
in by third baseman Josh Fitch
to diminish the Panthers lead
to 8-4. Fryman finished the
day 2-3 with two RBI’s.

“I knew he was gonna try
and throw a lot of strikes after
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going up 6-0. I was just trying
to sit on. I knew a good pitch
was coming,” Fryman said.

Coach Gillipse said he is
really impressed with the way
Fryman has matured since one
season ago.

“[Fryman] can be streaky
at times, and he’s on one of
those streaks, but he really has
matured as a hitter,” Gillipsie
said. “He took what they gave
him and shot a double down
the line and that’s what we
hope out of him — that there’s
some maturity and can be an
example for some of these
young guys.”

The Penguins as a whole
only managed seven hits on the
afternoon and were ineffective
for the first part of the game,
failing to register a hit until the
fourth inning.

“As the game went on, we
saw more pitches and they kind
of weren’t scoring as much. We
put better bats together as a
team,” Fryman said.

Next up for the Penguins
is a home series against Ho-
rizon League Conference foe,
the University of Illinois at
Chicago. Games are scheduled
for Friday at 5:30, Saturday at
2:30 and Sunday at noon.

Fryman said the game
against Pittsburgh, although
it was a loss, will help the Pen-
guins prepare for the Horizon
League play.

“They’re a good ACC [At-
lantic Coast Conference] team.
I think it gives us a lot of con-
fidence going into the league,”
Fryman said.
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