
ified more than 300 hate crimes.
“I would like to see President Tressel make a state-

ment, to be proactive and acknowledge these things are 
happening and will not be accepted on campus,” she 
said. “If and when there are violations, we want to see 
some sort of consequences that have teeth, so they are 
settled immediately.”

Student Conduct Director Kelly Beers assured her that 
the administration will take reports of any incidents very 
seriously.

Some students expressed their concerns about Donald 
Trump’s past accusations of sexual assault. They shared 
testimonies of past assaults, and suggested the election 
results show that Americans are apathetic about sexual 
assaults.

Students who are transgender are worried about being 
able to change documents or obtain medical treatment 
and sexual reassignment surgery once Trump’s presi-
dency starts, according to Kai Parker of YSUnity.

“Some people are afraid of even trying to start tran-
sitioning. Some people are talking about self-harm be-
cause that’s the way they know to handle the stress, wor-
ry and fear,” he said. “It breaks my heart.”

Ana Torres, interim director of Maag Library, said that 
many people on campus are willing to provide support 
for anyone feeling negative emotions after the election.

“I’m standing here as your advocate. We’re here to 
support you,” she said. “We all have a voice, and we have 
to unite. I don’t want to see us fighting.”

Some students brought up comments made by facul-
ty and staff. Students said it’s important to acknowledge 

they have political differences, but shouldn’t fight against 
each other, especially in class.

A professor expressed her concern towards the atti-
tudes some people have about immigration. She said the 
system is broken, and people should try to understand 
that there isn’t a line for immigrants who want to become 
citizens or obtain green cards.

One man said he’s been an activist for marriage equal-
ity over the past five years. He said he believes Trump 
doesn’t want to repeal marriage equality, but if he ap-
points a Supreme Court Justice that holds those beliefs, 
Trump can’t change that.

Before the event, several counter-protestors showed 
up holding signs with slogans reading “real life has no 
safe zones” and “safety pins are for diapers.” Peaceful 
discussions took place between them and the students 
gathered to oppose Trump.

Taylor Sommers, a member of Turning Point USA, 
said he doesn’t believe campuses should have safe zones.

“In the real world, you can’t run from your problems,” 
he said. “Open discussion is key. If there’s something you 
don’t like, talk to others about it.”

Math Professor Alicia Prieto-Langarica helped orga-
nize the event. She said it’s good to have both supporters 
and protesters show up, because open discussions lead 
to progress.

“We want to portray a sense of unity and inclusive-
ness,” she said. “I feel like students should have a space 
to communicate about how they feel about these things, 
and a space in which they know whatever side of the sto-
ry they’re on — they can be heard with respect.”
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BY SAMANTHA PHILLIPS 

Students gathered outside Kilcawley Center to paint 
the rock with messages of support for groups who 
feel they may be marginalized under President-elect 
Donald Trump.

Following the rock painting, students gathered in the 
Chestnut Room to express their concerns about the elec-
tion results. Faculty, staff and administration were pres-
ent to provide support and gauge students’ feelings.

Snjezana Balaz, professor of physics, helped organize 
the event and moderated the discussion. She said not 
feeling safe can affect a student’s academic performance.

“If you are not relaxed in a classroom, you will not be 
able to learn because your brain is focused on your sur-
roundings and trying to survive, and you aren’t doing any 
type of learning,” she said.

Students shared stories of mistreatment on campus 
since the election, primarily regarding minorities. 

Catherine Cooper, member of the Latino Association, 
said she has seen many people upset about their treat-
ment since the election.

“For me, I feel a loss because of what occurred in this 
election,” she said. “I’ve had a lot of issues in my family 
regarding immigration that deeply affected me.”

Mary Bell, post-baccalaureate student, said she 
would like to see university leaders acknowledge the hate 
crimes that have occurred across the country, including 
on campuses. The Southern Poverty Law Center has ver-
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BY SAMANTHA PHILLIPS 

As downtown Youngstown grows and 
the number of visitors increases, many 
say a hotel is needed to accommodate 
people who are staying overnight.

After two years of planning, NYO 
Property Group is developing a 134-
room hotel that will inhabit the Stam-
baugh Building, near the corner of 
Wick Avenue and Commerce Street. 

Dominic Marchionda, CEO of NYO 
Property Group, said there is a need for 
a hotel in the area.

“It’s going to be full service hotel with 
a couple of restaurants, a rooftop bar 
for tenants only, exercise facility [and] 
conference rooms and suites,” he said.

Construction should be complete by 
December 2017, and they expect to be-
gin booking rooms in early 2018.

Marchionda said the idea stemmed 
from the growth of downtown busi-
ness. Currently, people have to drive 
to nearby cities such as Boardman and 
Liberty to find a hotel. Having a hotel 
in Youngstown would keep them in the 
city longer.

The Stambaugh Building is currently 
being renovated. NYO Property Group 
has previously restored Wick Tower 
and Erie Terminal Place for residential 
use.

Kelly Persin, NYO property manager, 
said the hotel will benefit a wide range 
of people, from fans who attend sport-
ing events and concerts at the Covelli 
Centre to business professionals visit-
ing the Youngstown Business Incuba-
tor. 

People coming to Youngstown State 
University for football games or to de-
liver lectures will have a place to stay 
in town, and Persin said families of stu-
dents will benefit as well. 

According to Marchionda, they will 
offer discounts for parents of YSU stu-
dents who visit during the week. 

NYO intends on having three or four 

interns at the hotel throughout the year 
training for roles in management and 
hospitality, Marchionda said. NYO 
hires locally and has five YSU students 
currently working for the company. 

YSU student O’Keal Gist has been a 
marketing intern for two years, which 
is when planning for the hotel began.

“It’s really cool seeing NYO’s vision 
come to life,” he said. “A lot of time and 
energy was put into this project. It’s go-
ing to help make the city more vibrant. 
It’s been an honor being a part of this.”

Marchionda said it’s their goal to 
help student interns find a long-term 
job after graduation. He said he would 
like to see people stay in the Mahoning 
Valley.

“A lot of students have a great work 
ethic. They’re really engaged and cre-
ative and articulate,” he said. “It’s ad-
vantageous to them. We believe in our 
community.”

The hotel isn’t the only big change 
that is being implemented by NYO 
Property Group. A city perks program 
allows tenants of student housing to 
obtain discounts at local bars, restau-
rants and the potential new grocery 
store to give them an incentive to visit 
downtown businesses.

“All downtown businesses are con-
nected. We have to work together to 
create a more vibrant community,” he 
said.

Services like grocery pick-up and 
delivery will be provided to help stu-
dents, who may not have time to run 
errands, while they are balancing work 
and school. 

With the University Edge and the up-
coming Enclave creating competition 
in the student housing market, Mar-
chionda said NYO will lower its prices 
to compete. 

“We are going to be one of the most 
aggressively priced units,” he said 
“Prices will be lower than they ever 
have been, because there is more com-
petition.” 

Stay at the 
Stambaugh Building
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Eric MacDonald — Electrical and Computer Engineering

Why did you decide to take the job?
The opportunity to forge a new manufacturing program in engineering and make a 

positive impact on the local and national economies, a deep appreciation for the rich 
manufacturing heritage of the city and longstanding and productive collaborations 
with several professors at YSU. 

What is one of your favorite things about YSU?
Not one but several: creative students, research infrastructure including million-dol-

lar 3-D printers, fall color (nothing like this in Texas) and Polish and Italian food. 
Pierogies are amazing.

What was the biggest difference between your last teaching job 
and teaching at YSU?

I am coming from the border of Mexico in West Texas — the landscape was dry and 
thorny, and the summers were brutal. I am unbearably excited about the prospects for 
snow in the coming months. The culture on the border was warm, inviting and appre-
ciative of hard work – and I see a lot of similarities in the culture here.    

Amy Elizabeth Williams — Counseling, Special Education and School 
Psychology

 
Why did you decide to take this job at YSU? 

Having the opportunity to become a faculty member alongside people who I look up 
to within the profession has been an amazing opportunity. The opportunities I’ve been 
given to teach and innovate the addiction counseling courses (my specialty area) are an 
added bonus that I’d hoped for, but never thought I would have so early in my career. 

What is one of your favorite things about YSU?
The students I work with are amazing! They are committed to their academic work 

and demonstrate high motivation to succeed. These students work incredibly hard both 
in school and outside of it. I have tremendous respect for them, and I know they will be 
assets to the profession.

What was the biggest difference between your last teaching job 
and teaching at YSU?

My job at YSU is my first full-time faculty position. The two roles are quite different, 
both in terms of my responsibilities and roles and in terms of my internal processing of 
the experience.  While the transition is ongoing, I will say that being a full-time faculty 
member here at YSU brings both increased responsibility and greater rewards than I 
experienced in my previous teaching roles.

First-Year Professors’ 
First Impressions

We reached out to some of Youngstown State University’s newest professors to ask them about the university. These responses have been edited for clarity and length. 

Shelley Blundell — Communication

Why did you choose to teach at YSU?
The position with YSU sounded like a great opportunity for me to return to my first 

professional passion — journalism — and to incorporate what I had learned since my 
journalism days about teaching and information seeking in a new, challenging and 
changing environment.

What is one of your favorite things about YSU?
Every single person I have talked to, worked with, approached for information or 

asked for assistance since I began my “YSU journey” has been welcoming, kind and 
helpful as I orient myself in this new environment. This can-do energy seems to flow 
through the student body too, and I find this energy very inspiring. 

What was the biggest difference between your last teaching job 
and teaching at YSU?

My last ‘teaching’ job was in my previous librarian position, where most of my teach-
ing was through individual class sessions on library and academic research resources 
with a variety of students and majors. Now, I have semester-long classes with the same 
students. This means I can learn more about students’ needs, challenges and strengths, 
and work with them to overcome their challenges and implement their strengths inside 
and outside the classroom. 

Kristin Bruns — Counseling, Special Education and School  
Psychology

Why did you decide to take this job at YSU? 
I wanted to be part of a talented and productive faculty, which led me to apply to the 

open position. The second reason is that I truly felt a connection to the faculty, students 
and department as a whole when I interviewed for the position.  

What is one of your favorite things about YSU?
I have been inspired by the work ethic and drive demonstrated by the students in our 

program. Many of them are gaining valuable experience in their graduate assistant-
ships and other positions, which creates a wealth of knowledge that we are able to draw 
upon in the classroom.

What was the biggest difference between your last teaching job 
and teaching at YSU?

I’ve appreciated the commitment to diversity and multicultural awareness within 
our program, as well as the diversity of the students in the classroom (in a multitude 
of ways). The students’ openness to sharing their varied experiences has enriched the 
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Students, faculty and staff are unhappy 
with the current state of Ward Beecher at 
Youngstown State University. The build-
ing is old and outdated, and there have 
been some problems with things like tem-
perature control that disrupts class.

Michael Butcher, a biology profes-
sor who teaches various classes in Ward 
Beecher, said he has encountered a slew 
of problems while working in the build-
ing. He said there have been some electri-
cal glitches, and it’s happened to him only 
a few weeks ago.

“There are motion sensors in one of 
the classrooms that I teach in, and there 
was some type of electrical short,” he 
said. “The lights flickered, the projector 
flickered on and off, and it actually shut 
down my Mac. It powered down from this 
glitch.”

Electrical problems aren’t the only 
things going wrong in Ward Beecher, 
Butcher said. He said the building has 
some areas where there has been wa-
ter damage, including next door to his  

laboratory.
“Pipes have busted and leaked through 

ceiling tiles. We’ve had water lines that 
have burst, sinks that have cracked, sinks 
that don’t drain,” he said.

Thomas Diggins, another biology pro-
fessor who teaches in Ward Beecher, 
frequently experiences water leaking 
through the ceiling and damaging his 
property.

“The infrastructure of the building is 
aging, so pipes are breaking,” Diggins 
said. “In my office last year, soaking wet 
globs of ceiling tile came right down on 
my desk and my computer … It is com-
mon throughout the building to see com-
puters and pieces of equipment covered 
with tarp.”

The chemistry department had a 
$100,000 electron scanner hit with water 
from the leaking pipes, Diggins said.

Along with water and electrical prob-
lems, the building also suffers with cli-
mate control. Butcher said the lack of 
temperature control is affecting his stu-
dents. He said when the weather was hot, 
the building was freezing, and they had to 
bundle up to stay warm.

“I remember wearing jackets when it 

was 75 to 80 degrees outside,” he said. 
“Now we have the heat on, and it’s the op-
posite extreme. It gets so warm that it can 
almost be unbearable.”

Butcher said the drastic changes in 
temperature aren’t good for the scientif-
ic experiments he and his students con-
duct, because a controlled environment is 
needed. Diggins said the climate control 
has cost them valuable plant specimen.

“The greenhouse no longer has any 
functional climate control,” Diggins said. 
“Two winters ago several plant specimens 
died in the greenhouse one night when it 
got cold outside.”

One of the more unusual problems with 
Ward Beecher is a vile stench.

“On the third floor of the newer part of 
the building there is an almost constant 
stench of some sort of sewer smell,” Dig-
gins said. “Some of the bathrooms are in 
such lousy shape that the Health Depart-
ment would close them.”

Despite these problems with the build-
ing, Diggins said no blame should fall on 
the maintenance crew. He said they are 
“on top of things.”

“The facilities folks are almost rising 
to heroic proportions,” he said. They’re 

here very quickly when things go wrong. 
They’re doing a good job of trying to 
stretch things as much as possible. They’re 
doing the best they can do.”

Diggins said the administration is 
somewhat at fault, because solutions ha-
ven’t been provided yet for the problems. 

“I believe that the administration has 
been slow to respond,” Diggins said. “The 
maintenance people, the worker bees, are 
on top of it, but the administration has 
been slow to respond.”

John Hyden, YSU’s director of facilities, 
said the administration is doing the best 
they can.

“The unfortunate thing is, that building 
will never operate as a state-of-the art lab 
facility, but that’s the building we have, 
and we do the best we can,” Hyden said. 
“There’s a host of problems in that build-
ing, and we work around those problems 
to keep it as functional as possible.”

Hyden said financing is a chief concern 
about renovating the building. He said 
there have been discussions of building 
a lab annex, but for now it’s off the table, 
because it’s too costly.

Ward Beecher Needs Some TLC
BY ANTHONY KRIM II
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Dylan Edwards, president of College Democrats, said a Trump 
presidency will lead to destruction — citing Trump’s cabinet 
picks and his view of running the country like a business as the 
main reasons Trump’s America isn’t making anything “Great 
Again.”

“This unpredictability is dangerous to markets and it is even 
more dangerous to the fabric of an incredibly divided country,” 
Edwards said. “[He has] zero public sector experience, and the 
belief he can run the country like a business is arguably going to 
create severe funding cuts in programs Trump considers waste-
ful, like education.”

Christa Buckler, early childhood and special education stu-
dent, said that it took her the entire week to turn her fear of a 
Trump presidency into hope. As an after-school teacher, she 
said she has seen this election adversely affect her young stu-
dents already.

“I feared for our safety when it comes to national security and 
how this would affect our nation’s children,” Buckler said. “I’ve 
heard from many kids in minority groups about how terrified 
they are with the threat of deportation. No child should feel that 
they aren’t good enough to live in our country.”

Many Americans who oppose a Trump presidency have been 
protesting around different parts of the nation to the dismay of 
others. 

Edwards said that protesting is a right and shouldn’t be looked 
past or dismissed as people not getting their way. 

“I think the students in California and Nevada engaging in 
peaceful walkouts and protesters marching on Trump proper-
ties in New York City and Washington D.C. are showing a great 
deal of courage based on the threats from some Trump support-
ers against these groups whom are made of mostly marginal-
ized people,” Edwards said. “However, the #notmypresident is 
not something I agree with because when he takes office he will 
be the president and his failure will result in irrevocable conse-
quences for Millennials.”

Buckler said that in the end, it is always important for individ-
uals to stand up for what they believe in.

“I’d much rather fight like hell for what I believe in than stand 
by and watch from the sidelines,” Buckler said. “I think a lot of 
activists feel the same way. When you see an injustice, you speak 
up.”

The election of Donald Trump has conjured mixed reactions from Americans. The Jambar talked to students at Youngstown State University about their thoughts about the 
election and how they think the country will move forward. 

YSU Students React to the Election
BY RALEIGH BASINGER

POSITIVE NEGATIVE
Laurencia Canzonetta, president of College Conservatives, 

said she is very proud to have Trump as the president-elect and 
thinks that he will bring energy independence, law and order, 
border security and jobs to the American people. 

“Trump will reduce business regulations and will lower both 
personal and corporate income tax. He will promote our energy 
sector,” Canzonetta said. “Russians want to work with us to end 
the war. He will stop Muslim refugees programs and increase 
border security to stop illegal immigration.”

Tommy Maciarello, an accounting student at YSU, said that he 
was very satisfied with the results of the election and is extreme-
ly optimistic about what a Trump-Pence presidency could bring. 

“I believe people will be safer and our country will be much 
better off from an economic standpoint,” Maciarello said. 

Canzonetta said that Trump did something revolutionary 
when she picked a woman, KellyAnne Conway, to help run his 
campaign.  

“It’s the first time in the history of our country a woman ran 
a campaign and won. She broke the glass ceiling for women,” 
Canzonetta said. “She was picked for her talent. She is a great 
role model for young girls and women.”

A lot of people who aren’t happy about the new president-elect 
are protesting, and Maciarello thinks that the people doing that 
are fundamentally disrespecting America’s democratic process.

“I think it is disrespectful to America ... and to those who 
fought for their right to vote and voice an opinion. In a race there 
is a winner and a loser and we must live with the results,” Macia-
rello said. “The election happened and Americans chose Trump 
fairly. People should unite and get behind him.”

Canzonetta said that those protesting need to stop what they’re 
doing and learn that not everybody wins all the time. 

“...That’s not the real world. These student rioters are pam-
pered by parents and brainwashed by the big liberal colleges 
which add fuel to the fire,” Canzonetta said. “It’s time for the 
nation to have national conversation about political correction 
and telling the truth.”
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We are living in uncertain times, at least with regards 
to what will happen when President-elect Donald Trump 
takes office. 

That was the underlying theme at the second meeting 
of the City Club of the Mahoning Valley. The discussion 
revolved around the election results and their effect on 
the country, the state and the Mahoning Valley. 

The panel comprised journalists from the national, 
state and local level as well as Paul Sracic, chair of the 
department of politics and international relations at 
Youngstown State University.

Tim Francisco, professor at YSU and director of the 
Center for Working Class Studies, moderated the conver-
sation. It touched on what the first 100 days of a Trump 
administration would look like, Supreme Court appoint-
ments, changing voting patterns in the Rust Belt and the 
Electoral College.

Karen Kasler, bureau chief for the Statehouse News 
Bureau in Columbus, said Trump has made a lot of prom-
ises to the people that backed him, and it will be difficult 
for him to put all of that into motion immediately.

“In 100 days, I think we’re going to get a sense of what 
he’ll do,” Kasler said. “But I don’t know how much will 

actually be accomplished, because that’s not a lot of time 
beyond setting a tone.”

Panelists suggested we would start to see some move-
ment on renegotiating trade, investing in infrastructure, 
loosening regulations and cutting taxes. 

Looking at changing demographics, Marilyn Geewax, 
senior business editor at National Public Radio, said the 
aging population in the Great Lakes region makes it dif-
ficult to imagine a future in which the Rust Belt plays a 
significant role in elections. 

“How many people are moving to Northeast Ohio?” 
she asked. “Is Donald Trump’s argument for steel and 
coal going to bring young people to this region? … That 
might be a tough sell.”

Sracic said Ohio reflects the nation, having voted for 
the president in every election since 1964, but it’s begin-
ning to diverge, because the Latino population hasn’t 
grown in Ohio at the same rate it has nationally.

He also said arguments that whoever won the popular 
vote would have won the popular vote without the Elec-
toral College overlooks the fact that candidates would 
have campaigned differently under those rules. 

“Your strategy is based on the rules of the game,” he 
said. “And the rules of the game right now are win the 
majority of electoral votes, not the popular votes.”

On issues of diversity, Geewax said the coarsening of 

political dialogue might deter potential future female 
candidates from following in Hillary Clinton’s footsteps 
and running for president. 

Youngstown resident Gary Davenport asked why 
no people of color were present on the panel given the 
prominence of race in this year’s election. 

Doug Livingston, political reporter for the Akron Bea-
con Journal, responded by addressing the lack of diversi-
ty among journalists. 

Francisco added that they invited Henry Gomez from 
Cleveland.com to participate on the panel, but he was 
not available. But he agreed that diversity in journalism  
is an issue. 

“The playing field at the [major market] level is frank-
ly unlevel,” he said. “Really institutionally, mainstream 
journalism is not representative of the diversity of Amer-
ica.”

Another questioner asked the panelists whether Amer-
ica and the rest of the world is in for a bumpy four years. 

David Skolnick, politics reporter for the Vindicator, 
agreed with the rest of the panel that the next four years 
will be unpredictable.  

“We’ve got a guy who’s going to be President of the 
United States, who’s never run for township trustee,” he 
said. “So I’ll [say that’s] true.”

BY JUSTIN WIER

City Club Discusses Donald Trump
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Martin Abraham, provost of Youngstown State University, was named one of 10 semi-finalists to 

fill the president position at Florida Gulf Coast University in Fort Myers, Florida. Abraham will partic-
ipate in a video interview later this week, and three finalists will visit the campus in early December. 
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The knowledge students can gain outside of the class-
room can be just as valuable as what is in the curricu-
lum. The Youngstown State University Film Club aims to 
prove just that.

The film club, which began just a few years ago, aspires 
to not only spread the knowledge of filmmaking, but they 
create full-production films as well. Welcoming students 
of all majors, the club focuses on every facet of filmmak-
ing from writing, producing and directing, to acting and 
choreographing. 

This year, they are working on creating a short film, 
along with a web series involving scenes such as a parody 
skit of a traditional college tour video and their take on 
the television show “COPS.”

Amy Crawford, an associate professor of telecommuni-
cations and adviser for the club, said that the club gives 
students the opportunity to network and meet other peo-
ple who are interested in making films, as well as pooling 
their talents together to hone their passion. She also said 
that the club creates an outlet for creative ideas that ar-
en’t always explored in the classroom.

“If students have a pet-project or a script that doesn’t 
fit into coursework or the traditional curriculum, they 
can find other people who can give them feedback, notes 
and serve as a crew for filmmaking,” Crawford said. “It 
also gives students the chance to meet others who are 
passionate about filmmaking and create work for their 
resumes.”

The club meets in Bliss Hall’s second-floor audio lab 
at 4 p.m. on Tuesdays and Bliss Hall’s room 2019 at 4:15 
p.m. on Wednesdays. Quincy Carrier, the film club’s vice 
president, said that he encourages anyone who is inter-
ested in joining to contact them even if the group’s meet-
ing times do not fit their schedule, because the club is 
flexible, and the experience one can gain is invaluable. 

“We offer an opportunity to make film with people who 
love to do the same and love to be part of the process,” 
Carrier said. “Even if students cannot make the sched-
uled meeting times, we always do our best to get them 
involved in the process, because film doesn’t happen in 
an hour. We do a bit of film study, but it’s normally about 
getting out there, getting active and starting to produce 
films.” 

The club is lead by Aaron Harris, whose connections 
through his stepfather, a film industry technician, have 

created an opening for the club with the Cleveland Film 
Festival. With this in mind, the group aims to submit 
their short film to the film festival to add another high-
light to their resumes.

“We come in with open, creative minds, and we work 
together to get the job done, because that’s how it will 
be in the workforce,” Harris said. “I’ve come into contact 
with people who not only host the Cleveland Film Fes-
tival, but they can get the group involved when we have 
our piece to bring to the table. It’s a great opportunity.”

Harris also uses the connections he’s made with the 
Cleveland film scene to fill in the gaps of the group’s 
learning process. The group plans on taking trips to 
Cleveland to learn from Harris’s network of filmmakers 
to tailor their studies toward preparing students for jobs 
in the industry after graduation.

“They have knowledge that we don’t know about the 
film field,” Harris said. “That’s what students can gain 
from this. They can get an inside look at the film industry 
and learn how they can get a job or learn what they have 
to be to get a job. It also opens doors for people who are 
interested in transferring to the film major. With these 
connections, the students who are interested in helping 
us can find potential internships in Cleveland.”

Film Club Reels in Students
BY WILL KEFFLER

Youngstown State University’s Uni-
versity Theater presents the musical, “A 
Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the 
Forum.”

“A Funny Thing Happened on the Way 
to the Forum” is about Pseudolus, who 
is a Roman slave owned by Hero, who 
seeks to win freedom by helping Hero win 
the heart of Philia. The cast consists of 
Pseudolus played by Ben Mowrer, Philia 
played by Gabby Martin and Hero played 
by Stefon Funderburke.

The cast has spent many hours in and 
out of rehearsal preparing for their roles. 
Funderburke spent his time toning his 
body to make sure he fit the look of Hero, 
where Martin spent her time preparing 
for the music.

“I needed to work on my breath support 
for the music,” Martin said. “The music in 
this show is difficult to sing, so it took a lot 
of work outside of rehearsal to perfect it.”

The cast had to make some lifestyle 
changes to be prepared for the show. 
Many factors play a part in the way an ac-
tor performs onstage from what food they 
eat to how much they use their voice.

“Preparing for the show changed my 

daily lifestyle. I have to be taking care of 
my voice constantly,” Funderburke said. 
“If I eat too much dairy, it causes a build-
up of phlegm, and that makes it harder to 
sing. I have to be careful not to overuse 
my voice and make sure my voice is well 
rested, so I can sing my best.”

Along with personally preparing for 

their roles onstage, rehearsal is spent 
mastering the challenging music com-
posed by Stephen Sondheim.

“The music in the show is all composed 
by Stephen Sondheim, a very famous 
musical theater icon,” Funderburke said. 
“The music is not only challenging and 
unusual vocally, but it is complicated and 

difficult to act as well. Most music is either 
hard to sing or hard to act, and this music 
is both.”

One of the hardest struggles of playing 
a part in a show is adapting the character. 
The cast has had to try to become the role 
they are playing even when the character 
doesn’t directly relate to their personality. 

“Philia as a character is very ditzy and 
not very smart. She and I are not alike in 
most aspects; I had to change my mind-
set to capture what Philia thinks,” Martin 
said. “It is difficult to play a role that is so 
different from my personality, but that 
is what separates good actors from great 
ones is being able to embody a character 
so different from yourself. It has been a 
challenge for sure.”

According to Mowrer, people should 
come ready to laugh so hard their sides 
will hurt. All of the cast’s efforts have been 
in making the show as hilarious as possi-
ble, and they want to hear as much laugh-
ter as possible.

Adult tickets are $16. Special rate tick-
ets are $8 for non YSU students, YSU 
faculty and staff with valid ID, senior citi-
zens, Penguin Club members and groups 
of eight or more. YSU student tickets are 
free with valid ID. Tickets are available 
by calling 330-941-3105 or going to www.
ysu.tix.com.

University Theater Presents: 
‘A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum’

BY AMANDA LEHNERD

PHOTO COURTESY OF YSU
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Cedars presents Figurehead, Hypnotist 
and Shultz & the I.C. for a Thanksgiving 
Eve show at 10 p.m. on Nov. 23.

Hypnotist is a local band formed 
in Youngstown including current 
Youngstown State University students 
Jeremy Blackson on the keyboard, Dalton 
Hostetter as singer and guitar and Dan-
iel Walter as singer and bassist and YSU 
alumnus, Austin Hostetter on drums, with 
a newly added member Thomas Paprocki. 

“The name Hypnotist originated from 
the idea that music can change you and 
take you into another state of being or 
state of mind,” Austin Hostetter said. 
“Much like a hypnotist takes you from re-
ality to a dream-like state, finding the per-
fect song to capture whatever mood you 
are in at the time can take you to a whole 
different place.”

 The band enjoys being able to create 
unique, memorable music for their audi-
ences. 

“Our band Hypnotist plays mostly orig-
inals, which reflect psychedelic elements 
and include many different aspects of oth-
er music,” Blackson said. “The songs are 
not for everyone, but we try and create 
them to be unique and memorable.”

According to Blackson, he infuses the 
passion he has for music into the band’s 

songs and shows. The band is planning a 
new unique performance that will be de-
buting at the Cedars show. 

Hypnotist has been trying to set up a 
show with Figurehead for a while, but due 
to busy schedules, it never worked until 
now. 

“We have a good friend in Figurehead 
that we have been trying to set some-
thing up with, but it never really worked 
out schedule wise. We were finally able 
to get it going for what we hope to be a 
huge show,” Austin Hostetter said. “Our 
keyboard and synth player, Blackson, is 
in Shultz & the I.C. as well, and they have 
helped us out with show opportunities in 
the past, so we wanted to hook them up to 
return the favor.”

Figurehead is a quasi-progressive rock 
band that originated in Northeast Ohio. 
The band’s current lineup is Alex Hall on 
guitar and vocals, Dave Lynn also on gui-
tar and vocals, Tim Wilderoder on bass 
and vocals and Mike Landgraff on drums.

“Our live set includes our original com-
positions, but with some sections ex-
tended for live improvisation,” Hall said. 
“Thanksgiving Eve tends to be a ruckus 
night in bars, so we plan to match that en-
ergy to our full potential.”

Cedars is a large supporter of local and 
live music and offers a professional stage 
setup. With the hometown vibe the bar of-

fers, Figurehead is happy to perform. 
“[Cedars] is a great supporter of local 

music, and live music in general, and has 
a professional stage setup, sound system 
and sound engineer on hand to deliver 
the best possible shows,” Hall said. “This 
venue has a pretty specific hometown 
vibe. People who come to Cedars seem to 
know that the best music is bound to be 
in performance, so you get a crowd of real 
listeners.”

People looking to attend the show will 
have a range of music to listen to from 
funky alternative to progressive rock. 

“We feel it will be an excellent show be-
cause each band brings their own branch 
of sort of an alternative type sound,” Aus-
tin Hostetter said. “Shultz being a funkier 
side of alternative, our sound being a bit 
more experimental, and figurehead bring-
ing a very nicely refined progressive alter-
native type sound.”

Get Hypnotized by Hypnotist
BY AMANDA LEHNERD

PHOTO BY AMANDA LEHNERD / THE JAMBAR

On Thursday, the Stu-
dent Literary Arts Associ-
ation at Youngstown State 
University will unveil the 
11th issue of Jenny Maga-
zine. 

The release party will 
take place at the Soap Gal-
lery downtown on Thurs-
day at 7 p.m. 

Jordan McNeil, the Jen-
ny’s head editor, said the 
new edition has a twist — 
they only accepted work 
from female-identifying 
creators. 

“This issue is exclusively 
filled with women,” McNeil 
said. “There is still a dis-

parity between male and 
female writers getting their 
work published, though it 
is slowly changing for the 
better within the publish-
ing world.”

The premiere parties are 
a way to celebrate the re-
lease of a new issue and en-
gage with the community, 
McNeil said. 

“[They’re a way of] show-
ing the public the kind of 
work and art coming out 
of both Youngstown and 
YSU,” she said. “Our pre-
mieres for the last few 
issues have had phenom-
enal attendance, which is  
awesome.”

Christopher Barzak, 
SLAA faculty adviser, said 

he expects a good crowd. 
“Success for a launch 

party is mainly a room full 
of people excited to read 
the entire issue,” he said. 

Writers will read selected 
pieces from the magazine, 
Barzak said. Last year, a 
group of theater students 
performed a 10 minute play 
as part of the magazine’s 10 
minute play contest.

“[That] was hilarious and 
a great new addition to the 
zine,” he said. 

Because it’s an online 
magazine, the Jenny has 
the potential to reach an 
audience that extends be-
yond Youngstown. 

“It’s always exciting to 
see a cultural production 

like this find an audience 
that is both local and be-
yond,” he said.  

Barzak said there are 
plenty of reasons for peo-
ple to seek out Jenny  
Magazine. 

“It’s vibrant, funny, 
sharp, tragic, resonant with 
local issues as well as those 
from the wider world,” Bar-
zak said. 

McNeil said the future 
of the magazine is looking 
bright.  

“For Issue 12, we’re plan-
ning a contest, and who 
knows what will come in 
the future,” she said.  “More 
awesome, cool things, I 
hope.”

Jenny Mag Showcases Female Writers with New Issue
BY JAMBAR CONTRIBUTOR
TAYLOR DRESSEL

PHOTO COURTESY OF GEORGIA KASAMIAS 
 / JENNY MAGAZINE
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THERE IS A NATIONAL SHORTAGE OF EMT’S
Explore a career in Emergency Medical Services (EMS)  

by becoming an Emergency Medical Technician (EMT).

Take EMS 1500/1500L/1500C Spring Semester 2017.

Gain valuable experience in direct delivery of patient 
care through a team approach in a variety of settings - 

public safety, emergency department, industrial health 
and safety, private EMS.

100% job placement 
Contact Susan Kearns for more information

 sekearns@ysu.edu office number 330-941-1426 

2.75%APR* 
New & Used Autos 
2011 & Newer Model Years 
Purchase or Refinance Current Loan 

Call today to learn how you can save when you purchase or refinance   
your auto with us!  Open to everyone in Mahoning, Trumbull and                          
Columbiana Counties!  It’s where YOU Belong! 

Auto Loan 

1690 S. Canfield Niles Road ▪ Youngstown, OH ▪ 44515 

(330) 792-4000 ▪ www.asecu.com ▪  

48 Months as low as 

On Campus in Tod Hall (330)941-3204 

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Rate shown for qualied borrowers. Other rates and terms available. $150 
processing fee applies to consumer loans. Contact the credit union at 800‐77‐ASECU for complete details. 

Penguin Review is looking for an 
editor for the spring semester. 

Applications for the position can be 
picked up in the Dean’s Office on 

the first floor of DeBartolo Hall. 
For any questions, please send 

them to penguinreview@gmail.com.

WANTED: 
EDITOR FOR 

PENGUIN REVIEW
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Participate In YSU’s 
First Digital Yearbook

OTHER

NOW HIRING

HOUSING

NEED BIRTH CONTROL, PAP SMEAR, 
STD TEST? PREGNANT? 

Dr. Hill, 1350 Fifth Ave., near YSU campus, 
all insurances, walk–ins. Mon-Sat - 330-746-
7007,  askthedoctor@aiwhealth.com, an-
swered confidentially.

STUDENT HOUSING $325PP
Clean, quiet, and safe. Bring your friends 

and share this 6 bedroom 3 bath home partial-
ly furnished, includes all utilities, appliances, 
laundry. Plus security monitering, cable and 
internet. $325pp. Phone or text: 330-559-6219

ALL PARTIES WELCOME!
CT Rentals has nice, city licensed, all inclu-

sive houses and apartments. Now leasing for 
tenancy. Our package includes: All appliances 
plus over 90 channels of cable T.V., broadband 
Internet with Wi-Fi and ADT Security. All pri-
vate bedrooms with individual leases and all 
utilities, maintenance and groundskeeping 
included from $455 a month per person. Call 
Chris 330-743-7368.

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Historical area - Walking distance to YSU
Studio Apt. $395
1 Bedroom $495
2 Bedroom $595
All utilities included. Licensed and inspect-

ed by the city. Call 330-301-1626

TURNBERRY APARTMENTS
Just 3.5 miles from campus on the bus line. 

Studio / one bedroom units. Appliances in-
cluded. Affordable starting $399 per month. 
Move-in specials.

330.788.6999 or www.turnberryliving.com

STUDENT HOUSING
612 Pierce Dr. Boardman Ohio. 3 bedroom, 

2 bath - all appliances. $850 a month, plus de-
posit and utilities. Call 330-856-6407.

HELP WANTED
Second Harvest Food Bank - Part-time 

warehouse work. Shifts vary, can work with 
your schedule, no experience necessary - will 
train. Contact 330-792-5522 or email ptmill-
er@feedingamerica.org.

CLASSIFIEDS

All Star Driving School - Hiring full time or 
part time. Great opportunity for college stu-
dents looking for a job to fit around school 
schedules. Must be 21. Will train, no experi-
ence necessary. Call or email 330-726-3377, 
info@allstardriving.net for further info.

Rates as low as $4 for local classifieds 

ADVERTISE WITH THE JAMBAR

BY JILLIAN SMITH

Hours available for 
photos

Monday:  11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday: 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Wednesday: 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Thursday: 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Friday: 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Mary Dota
330–941–3094

mfdota@ysu.edu

Contact

4. We will provide you with a release form at the 
time of the photo shoot, which must be signed. This 
allows us to use your image in the yearbook and is 
standard for this type of publication.

5. Mary Dota, the business manager of Student 
Media, will email you the day before your photo-
shoot appointment. If you must cancel because of a 
real emergency, you should email her and resched-
ule immediately. Please be respectful of the time it 
takes to provide this service.

6. Mary Dota will email your headshots a week af-
ter the photo shoot. You must provide a valid email 
address at the time you sign up.

7. The photo shoots will take approximately 10 
minutes. Be respectful of student photographers. 

8. Photos will be taken in the basement of Tod 
Hall. 

9. Best of all, NO CHARGE!

Participate

in YSU's First 

Digital Yearbook!

1. You must be a graduating senior during the cur-
rent semester. For example, if we are taking photos 
in the fall 2016 semester then you must graduate in 
December 2016.

2. We need 48 hours notice for your photo appoint-
ment. Don’t sign up for a slot the day of or the day 
before.

3. We will be doing headshots — one serious, one 
silly. The silly one is up to you. Participation in this 
project is purely voluntary. You are not required to 
have your photo taken. You will be shown the final 
image during the shoot. If you do not like any of the 
photos taken at this time, you can withdraw your 
consent and not appear in the yearbook. Any photos 
that are vulgar or show bad taste may be removed 
by the decision of the editor. The editor has all final 
decisions on content appearing in the book.

Jambar Column:  The Healing of a Nation

The year was 1621. A group of English 
Separatists known as the Pilgrims had 
struggled through months of disease, 
agricultural failure and poor weather. 
To survive, they had raided stores of 
corn buried by Native American tribes. 
In fear, they fired upon Native American 
scouts. In their search parties, they dis-
turbed Native American burial grounds. 
When a Native American finally did en-
counter the Pilgrims face to face, he did 
not retaliate out of a sense of revenge. 
Squanto, a name which meant the 
“Wrath of God,” offered only a simple 
greeting, “Hello Englishmen.”

Squanto’s knowledge of English was 
developed while he was in captivity in 
England, having been abducted and 
taken there by an English trader. He 
was taken to England in 1605; he would 
not return to Massachusetts until 1619. 
During that time, all of Squanto’s tribe, 
the Pawtuxet, had been decimated by a 
vicious plague, likely introduced by Eu-
ropeans. 

If anyone had a right to be angry and 
hurt and vengeful toward a whole group 
of people, it was Squanto. And yet, for 
some reason, miraculously, he was not. 
Instead, he taught the Pilgrims how to 

farm properly in the New England soil 
by burying a fish at the root of corn so as 
to fertilize it. He served as a translator 
in a long process of diffusing the tense 
relations between the Native Ameri-
cans and the settlers. He introduced 
the Englishmen to Massasoit, the most 
powerful chief in the region, and in so 
doing, started a three-day long feast of 
gratitude and peace-building among the 
two people’s groups, which we will soon 
celebrate next Thursday, a feast known 
as Thanksgiving. 

In his lifetime, Squanto was hailed and 
celebrated as a bridge builder, one who 
allowed two sides to see past their dif-
ferences and instead see how they could 
work together. At a time of tremendous 
tension, when the natural thing to do 
would have been to let hatred prompt 
him to violence, Squanto chose to treat 
that colony differently than the English-
men, who had captured him. Perhaps he 
understood that not all the English were 
the same, and, maybe, he knew that 
sometimes conflict could be quite easi-
ly avoided, if only an attempt is made to 
understand the other side. 

It is quite fitting to recognize that the 
holiday of Thanksgiving was not offi-
cially recognized until the Civil War. In 
1864, President Abraham Lincoln is-

sued a proclamation that implored uni-
ty, “… It has seemed to me fit and proper 
that they should be solemn, reverently 
and gratefully acknowledged as with one 
heart and one voice by the whole Amer-
ican People.”

As our country feels its way through an 
uncertain postelection process, as ten-
sions seem to be tearing us apart along 
ideological lines, let us remember what 
Thanksgiving truly is about, the healing 
of a nation full of people who have hurt 
one another. You may have every right 
to feel angry and spiteful. But as you sit 
down to feast on next Thursday, do not 
forget that the feast symbolizes a history 
of people who have overcome immense 
differences in attempts to mutually un-
derstand and respect one another. 

William Bradford, governor of the 
Plymouth Colony and organizer of the 
first Thanksgiving, said, “Thus out of 
small beginnings greater things have 
been produced by His hand that made 
all things of nothing, and gives being 
to all things that are; and, as one small 
candle may light a thousand, so the light 
here kindled hath shone unto many.”

May that first Thanksgiving, in its 
small beginnings, be the candle that we 
use to guide ourselves forward in these 
postelection times.
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Editorial

I am so thankful for all of the friends I have 
at YSU. Everyone in the theater and English 
departments has been so supportive of me as I 
finish up my last semester at YSU. Being here 
and working with my peers and YSU’s faculty 
has helped me grow so much as a person, and 
makes me feel prepared for whatever the fu-
ture throws at me. I am especially thankful for 
The Jamily, who has become my second fam-
ily. Even when I’ve had some of the hardest, 
most frustrating days, everyone at The Jambar 
has always been able to make me laugh and 
smile. I hope that everyone at YSU finds a sec-
ond family like this while they are here. Thank 
you everyone so much. 

			 

Amber Palmer 

Our recent editorial topics have been pretty heavy. In the past couple months, 
we have written about the heroin epidemic, police brutality and the election. With 
Thanksgiving approaching, the editorial staff decided to lighten things up by  
writing about what we’re thankful for as YSU students.

I’m thankful for all of the great friends YSU 
has brought me. The people the university has 
given me access to are some of the smartest, 
kindest and most giving individuals I have 
ever met. There isn’t a day that goes by that I’m 
not thankful for the friendships I’ve made and 
the companionship these pals have provided. 
It doesn’t matter if I’m on top of the world or 
sitting at the bottom, my friends are with me 
every step of the way. Enjoy your time off, take 
a break and knock back a few with some of 
your closest buds.

					   
	

Gabby Fellows

I’m thankful for the journalism department 
and its staff. The journalism department has 
provided me with new experiences over the 
last three and a half years. Between classes and 
The Jambar, I’ve had multiple opportunities to 
improve as a journalist, gain experience in my 
field and network with professionals across the 
country. Journalism has forced me to become 
more social and make new friends that I never 
would have socialized with in the past. If my 
professors didn’t force me out of my shell, I 
would have never experienced the best parts of 
being a college student. Thank you to everyone 
who’s helped me come this far.

	

						    
Dan Hiner

I’m really thankful for Thanksgiving break, 
especially given that this is my final semester 
and it’s been a bit overwhelming. I love work-
ing at The Jambar, but having a week off will 
hopefully allow me to catch my breath (and 
to get Dr. Helsel an updated draft of my Eco-
nomics senior project). But just in general, I’m 
constantly taken aback by the generosity of the 
faculty at YSU. We have a lot of great profes-
sors that are willing to go above and beyond 
for their students (more than I can name right 
now). I would encourage all students to take 
advantage of that, and to express their thanks.

						    
	

Justin Wier

I’m very thankful to be a part of The Jambar. 
It has helped me sharpen the skills I’ll need 
in my future career, plus I work with creative, 
fun and intelligent people. Seriously, find an 
organization or job on campus that you enjoy, 
because it enriches your college experience. 
I’m also very thankful for my professors, who 
are compassionate and committed to helping 
their students (especially Cary Wecht, thanks 
for your words of encouragement and for help-
ing me with my thesis). Finally, I am extreme-
ly thankful to have a few days off school next 
week, I can finally catch up on homework and 
spend time with my fabulous friends and fam-
ily. I hope you have an enjoyable Thanksgiving 
break! Kick back and relax.

						    
	 Samantha Phillips
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JAMBAR POLICY

Since being founded by Burke Lyden in 1931, 
The Jambar has won nine Associated Collegiate 
Press honors. The Jambar is published twice 
weekly during the fall and spring semesters and 
weekly during the first summer session. Mail 
subscriptions are $25 per academic year. The 
first copy of The Jambar is free. Additional cop-
ies of The Jambar are $1 each. 

The Jambar encourages letters to the edi-
tor. Submissions are welcome at thejambar@
gmail.com or by following the “Submit a Letter” 
link on thejambar.com. Letters should concern 
campus issues, must be typed and must not ex-
ceed 500 words. Submissions must include the 
writer’s name and telephone number for verifi-
cation, along with the writer’s city of residence 
for printing. The Jambar does not withhold the 
names of guest commentators. Letters are sub-
ject to editing for spelling, grammar and clarity. 
Letters will not be rejected based on the views 
expressed in them. The editorial board reserves 
the right to reject commentaries and letters if 
they are not relevant to our readers, seek free 
publicity, fail to defend opinion with facts from 
reliable sources or if the editorial staff decides 
that the subject has been sufficiently aired. The 
editorial board will request a rewrite from the 
submitting writer based on these requirements. 
The Jambar will not print letters that are libel-
ous, threatening, obscene or indecent. The views 
and opinions expressed in letters and commen-
taries on the opinion page do not necessarily re-
flect those of The Jambar staff. Editorials do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the faculty, 
staff or administration of YSU.

YOUR SIDE POLICY

OUR SIDE POLICY
The  editorial board that writes our editorials 

consists of the editor-in-chief, the managing ed-
itor, the copy editor and the news editor. These 
opinion pieces are written separately from news 
articles. They draw on the opinions of the entire 
writing staff and do not reflect the opinions of any 
individual staff member. The Jambar’s business 
manager and non-writing staff do not contribute 
to editorials, and the adviser does not have final  
approval.

LETTER TO 
THE EDITOR

Hey you! Yeah, you!
Like what you see? Hate 

what you see?  
Have something fun to say?

Please remember to include your name 
or your letter won’t be printed

Send us an e-mail
thejambar@gmail.com

We all have loved ones that make deci-
sions that we don’t agree with. But what if 
your loved one was addicted to prescrip-
tion opioids or heroin? Obviously if they 
were to overdose you would want them 
to get naloxone, also known as Narcan, to 
help them survive their overdose. Would 
you want them to get saved and then let 
back out into the world that almost killed 
them? I’m guessing that you would say 
no. So, with heroin being such a hot top-
ic; let’s discuss it. According to the Ohio 
Department of Health, in 2015 overdose 
deaths in Ohio had reached 3,050, which 
was an increase from 2014, which was 
at 2,531. This rate has been steadily in-
creasing throughout the years. There are 
many people who suffer with drug addic-
tion problems, and we are finally moving 
in the right direction and having Narcan 
more readily available for the worst case 
scenario.  But we need to think about after 
the fact. It’s great that we can save people 
from near death but what about saving 
them from getting into this position in the 
first place or helping them with life after 
an overdose?

I want to propose two ideas. My first 
idea is to focus on the problem at hand. 
People are doing drugs that are easily 
available to them. Heroin is all over this 
area, as well as other drugs. We need to 
focus on bringing down the people who 
are bringing this garbage into our neigh-
borhoods and communities. We need to 
have a stronger drug task force across the 
United States or possibly stronger board-
er control to prevent it from coming into 
our country. We need to try to catch the 
people who are passing these drugs out 
to our citizens. If we can break the chain 
at the top then we will have fewer drugs 
available for the streets. 

My second idea is that if someone were 
to overdose, we do not let them go back to 
normal life right after. I believe that if we 
give Narcan to someone and save their life 
then there should be an automatic inpa-
tient rehab sentence. There is no sense in 
pumping people with Narcan day in and 
day out without doing something to actu-
ally help stop the problem we are facing. 
This is something that we need, and we 
need more governmental help. Accord-

ing to the Ohio Department of Health, in 
Ohio we spent on average $5.4 million a 
day on medical and work loss costs re-
sulting from drug overdoses in 2012. So I 
propose that if we give Narcan, then that 
person goes straight to rehab to help stop 
their addiction. I’m sure that there will be 
people trying to escape from rehab. There 
should be a repercussion to this. Maybe a 
one-year jail sentence would be needed if 
this happened. Using unprescribed drugs 
is illegal, and if someone were to escape 
from a place that is only trying to help 
them then they may need to go to a place 
with higher security while keeping their 
sobriety.

This is all food for thought. We are mov-
ing in the right direction with trying to 
help the drug epidemic we are having but 
maybe we need to step back and look at 
the bigger picture. We may be fighting the 
wrong battle in a much larger war. 

SANDRA STERCHI 
YSU STUDENT



Jeff Covington was the last 
member of the Youngstown 
State University men’s basket-
ball team to score 40 or more 
points in back-to-back seasons 
in 1975 and 1976. That is, until 
Tuesday night.

YSU guard Cameron Morse 
scored 40 points, grabbed four 
rebounds, had two assists and 
a steal in the Penguins’ 103-98 
loss to the University of Toledo.

“He’s pretty good,” YSU head 
coach Jerry Slocum said. “He’s 
just really quiet and ‘to himself’ 
kinda kid that just answers the 
bell. He’s just a really reserved 
kid with a lot of confidence, who 
plays really well. 

“I’m proud of his development 
from his freshman year to now. 
I’m proud of all our guys in terms 
of where they’ve come from last 
year to this year in terms of be-
ing better and being better men-
tally.”

Morse scored a career-high 
44 points last season against the 
University of Wisconsin-Green 
Bay on Jan 9. He also became 
the first Penguin to score 40 or 
more points in multiple games 
in a 12-month span since John 
McElroy in 1968.

With YSU (1-1) trailing 87-84 
with 1.4 seconds left in the Pen-
guins game against the Rockets, 
Morse hit a contested 3-pointer 
to tie the game at 87 and force 
overtime.

The Penguins hit three straight 
3-pointers, two from Morse and 
one from guard Latin Davis, in 
the final 21.5 seconds to tie the 
game.

Slocum said the team is getting 
“indoctrinated” into how to play 
quality basketball. He said the 
team showed toughness in the 
second half and sees the char-
acter of the players as a positive 
moving forward.

“Obviously last night was a 
game where I thought we showed 
great character. I thought we 
played really, really hard,” Slo-
cum said. “I thought we played 
well enough to win the basket-
ball game. The discrepancy from 

the foul line was staggering — I 
think it was like 48 to 17. 

“So given those kinda stats and 
that performance, our guys real-
ly showed a lot of character and 
a lot of toughness. And I thought 
we showed good toughness in 
the [University of] Akron game

YSU and the Rockets traded 
baskets, but YSU held the lead 
with 1:19 left in overtime. But a 
5-1 run by Toledo in the final few 
possessions gave the Rockets the 
win.”

“YSU couldn’t seem to get out 
of its own way in the first half. 
The Penguins picked up eight 
fouls in the first 11 minutes of the 
game, including two fouls each 
for guard Cameron Morse and 
forward Devin Haygood.

By halftime, the Penguins 
complied 13 fouls and commit-
ted nine turnovers — Toledo 
scored 10 points off turnovers in 
the first half.

The Penguins never led in reg-
ulation. To make matters worse, 
YSU had to deal with injuries 
during the first half. Starting for-
ward Rahim Williams suffered a 
leg injury in the first 10 minutes 
of the game, and Morse left the 
game for a few minutes after 
getting fouled on a drive to the 
basket.

Williams didn’t return to the 
game, but Morse, who had six 
points in the first half, dominat-
ed the game in the second half.

With 18:53 remaining in the 
second half, the Penguin trailed 
48-27. But Morse scored 34 
points in the final 15:51 of the 
second half and overtime to 
slowly trim the lead.

In overtime, the Penguins had 
to deal with a short bench. After 
losing Williams to injury, YSU’s 
Matt Donlan, Brett Frantz and 
Latin Davis all fouled in the sec-
ond half or overtime.

Davis was second on the team 
in scoring. Davis scored a ca-
reer-high 19 points, three re-
bounds and two assists.

Slocum said Tuesday’s game 
was the first time the Penguins 
had a chance to play on the road 
since last season. He said the 
team is using the loss and its play 
in the first half against Toledo as 

a learning experience.
“I don’t think we were ready 

to play on the road yet. I think 
that first half was a wakeup call 
to how aggressive and how much 
noise is in the building — they 
draw [a crowd] really well,” Slo-
cum said. “There’s a lot of emo-

tion in the building last night, 
and I think our guys weren’t re-
ally ready for it. It’s the first time 
we shot baskets in a facility other 
than ours, and I think it took us a 
little bit of time to find our way.”

YSU will travel to the Univer-
sity of South Alabama to play 

in the Red Diamond Roundball 
Classic. The Penguins will play 
three games from Friday through 
Sunday, and the final game of 
the tournament will take place 
against Westminster College at 
the Beeghly Center on Tuesday.
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Youngstown State University’s Cameron Morse (24) drives to the basket during the men’s basket-
ball team’s season opener against the University of Akron.

A Foul Mood
Foul Trouble Plagues YSU, but Morse has Historic Night

PHOTO BY DAN HINER/THE JAMBAR
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The Press Box Perspective: 

Don’t panic, everybody, but it’ll be 
Thanksgiving Day this time next week. 
I can’t believe how quickly this year has 
sped by. It seems like only last week that 
we were all gathered around the TV watch-
ing the College Football Playoff.

Now it’s almost time to gather around 
with the family to take stock of everything 
we’re grateful for. But enough about that. I 
don’t want to get mushy and sentimental, 
as there’ll undoubtedly be another time for 
that.

Aside from the extended weekend during 
which we get to spend time with our family, 
we also get to eat copious amounts of food 
and watch copious amounts of football. It’s 
also around this time that the games start 
to get really good.

Next Thursday brings us a tripleheader 
of NFL games. In order to get to that trio 
of games, we must first trudge through the 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. 

However, if you don’t like the idea of 
having to watch floats traverse through a 
parade route in New York City all capped 
off by someone wearing a Santa Claus out-
fit, NFL Network will run a Thanksgiving 
edition of “NFL Gameday Morning” from 
9 a.m. EST through the 12:30 p.m. kickoff 
of the Minnesota Vikings at Detroit Lions 
game on CBS Sports.

That game will be followed up by the 
Washington Redskins at Dallas Cowboys 
on FOX before rounding out the day with 
the Pittsburgh Steelers at the Indianapolis 
Colts on NBC.

With it still being seven days out from 
kickoff of these games and with these 
teams still having to play this coming Sun-
day, it would not be right for me to make 
picks for next Thursday’s games.

I’d have to think, though, that Minne-

sota and Dallas would likely emerge as 
winners of their respective contests, with 
Pittsburgh/Indianapolis being the most 
entertaining game on Thanksgiving.

There are even a few college games on 
Thanksgiving night, provided that you’re 
stuffed from the pro ranks during the af-
ternoon, all while choosing whether or not 
to have more pumpkin pie.

With the next day comes Black Friday. 
While everyone else is awake and out 

before the sun rises in an attempt to find 
the perfect gifts, sports fans get to sleep in 
thanks to all the tryptophan in the turkey 
we ate, wake up and watch a full day of col-
lege football.

I always love to watch college football 
on the day after Thanksgiving. It’s because 
there are usually so many great games on 
TV that day. Among the games next Friday 
is the “Apple Cup,” the annual Pac-12 rival-
ry game between The University of Wash-
ington and Washington State University.

Of course, we all know around here what 
the Saturday after Thanksgiving means in 
terms of football: The Ohio State Universi-
ty will renew its rivalry with the University 
of Michigan in Columbus next weekend.

This is usually a very good contest, the 
records of both schools notwithstanding. 
It occurs to me that no matter what has 
transpired during both programs’ seasons, 
the Buckeyes and “The Team from Up 
North” will always treat their game as if 
it’s a bowl game.

During his tenure as Ohio State’s head 
coach, Urban Meyer’s never lost this game 
(4-0 since 2012.)

Naturally, next Sunday rounds out the 
long weekend with a full day of NFL games 
as well as the 104th Grey Cup Game from 
BMO Field in Toronto.

Happy Thanksgiving, everybody. We 
won’t be here next week because of the 
holiday. Oh, if any of you need help getting 
rid of your leftovers, just call me.

Thanksgiving 
Football

After starting the season 1-1, the 
Youngstown State University men’s 
basketball team will compete in the Red 
Diamond Roundball Classic, a four-
game tournament hosted by the Univer-
sity of South Alabama.

YSU will play Jacksonville University 
on Friday, the University of South Ala-
bama on Saturday and Florida Interna-
tional University on Sunday. The final 
game of the tournament will be played 
against Westminster College at the Bee-
ghly Center on Tuesday.

YSU head coach Jerry Slocum said 
he’s concerned about the health of his 
players in the tournament. He said the 
team will have to play four games in 
five days and the schedule doesn’t allow 
time for the players to rest.

“We got back last night around 1:30 
[a.m.]. It’s a concern for me going for-
ward with our tournament,” Slocum 
said. “We leave tomorrow at 6 a.m. That 
turnaround is concerning for me, that 
there is no hangover. I don’t think there 
will be a hangover mentally — my con-
cern is physically.

“[We] played a lot of minutes last 
night. Had a really tough, physical game 
against [the University of] Akron, had 
a couple days to prepare. It was a bru-
tal game last night. Rahim [Williams] 
got hurt, [Cameron Morse] went down 
hard, Devin [Haygood] went down hard 
and even Latin [Davis] got knocked to 
the floor — he got his legs cut out.”

In addition to the stress of playing in 
the tournament, YSU forward Rahim 
Williams suffered an apparent leg in-
jury during the Penguins’ 103-98 to the 
University of Toledo on Tuesday night. 
Slocum said he is unsure of Williams’ 
status because he was being reevaluated 
on Wednesday afternoon.

Slocum said he’s not a fan of the “ex-
empt tournament” process. An exempt 
tournament, such as Red Diamond 
Roundball Classic, is a four-tournament 
format but only two of the games count 
on a team’s official schedule.

According to the NCAA, a program is 
only allowed to schedule 29 games per 
season. But all teams technically partici-
pate in a 31 games per season because of 
the “exempt tournaments.” Two games 
in the tournament are officially counted 
toward a team’s schedule, while the two 
remaining games are vacated. 

“The whole college basketball world 
has gone to these ‘exempt tournaments.’ 
As a coach, they’re a preparation night-
mare,” Slocum said. “You play Friday 
night, you play Saturday afternoon and 
then you play a [noon] game on Sunday. 
You’re not even getting 24 hours [in be-
tween games].”

Slocum said the Penguins will have to 
deal with the schedule, but will need to 
focus on all three teams this weekend.

“Jacksonville’s very, very good. They 
had three kids hurt last year — two of 
them are their leading scorers right 
now,” Slocum said. “South Alabama is 
big and strong. They’re really different 
from what we [usually] see. They like 
to pound the ball in the post. They start 
three guys that are 6’8” 240 [pounds]. 
Then you got Florida International 
that’s just athletic. They got a kid that’s 
a transfer from [the University of] Ala-
bama — a one-year guy. And they’re ul-
tra, ultra athletic.”

After the three games on the road, the 
Penguins will come back to the Beeghly 
Center to play Westminster in the final 
game of the tournament.

Tipoff against Westminster is sched-
uled for 7 p.m. on Tuesday. YSU’s games 
against South Alabama and Westmin-
ster can be seen on ESPN3.

Penguins Travel 

for Red Diamond 

Roundball Classic



Now that the Youngstown 
State University football team 
has beaten Southern Illinois 
University, the team is one win 
from the playoffs. But, that 
doesn’t blind the team from the 
task ahead when they travel to 
play Missouri State University.

The Penguins look to beat 
MSU in order to make the play-
offs for the first time since 2006, 
when John Heacock was the 
head coach and Tommy Zetts 
was playing quarterback.

“We are definitely ready to 
get after it this week. Everyone 
has been excited for Tuesday’s 
preparation,” defensive tack-
le Cody Squiric said. “We have 
the same mindset every week, 
and we always talk about it. The 
goal is to go 1-0 every week and 
that’s something the coaches al-
ways preach, because anybody 
can beat anybody in this league 
[Missouri Valley Football Con-
ference].”

Now that YSU is one win away 
from the playoffs, they shift their 
focus to the Bears, and how they 
will attack them.

Yet again the defense held up 
last week and will look to do that 
again. Missouri State gains 326.3 
yards per game while scoring 
23.7 points per game. 

On the other side, the Pen-
guins have scored 21.5 points per 
game while gaining 385.7 yards 
per game. 

With YSU’s offense struggling, 
the team seemed to correct its 
problems.

“Well Coach Bo [Pelini] came 
to all of us and said that some-
thing has got to change,” wide re-
ceiver Alvin Bailey said. “Some-
thing has got to give, but we have 
to keep pushing. We just have to 
continue to work hard this week 
and just keep getting better by 
working harder each and every 

day.”
YSU’s offense had struggled up 

until last week to put points on 
the board even when they moved 
the ball between the 20-yard 
lines. 

“Well the preparation is really 
important, and we need to keep 
getting better this week.” YSU 
head coach Bo Pelini said about 
the upcoming week. “It’s the last 
regular season game of the year, 
and that’s what is next. We have 
to prepare all the same.”

Aside from YSU’s struggling 
offense, the Penguins defense 
has lived up to everything that 
has been talked about. 

YSU’s defense has given up 
just 296.7 yards per game while 
giving up 16.2 points per game 
— the best in the Missouri Valley 
Football Conference.

Squiric said he thinks it’s real-
ly cool that making the playoffs 
would allow the players to create 
their own history, and that is im-
portant to the team. He said that 
now is the time to just get after 
it and get into the real grind of 
the year.

Pelini said that they will not 
overlook Missouri State and will 
play with the same attitude they 
play each and every game with.

Missouri State (4-6, 2-5 
MVFC) will be looking to ruin 
YSU’s chance to get in, but Alvin 
Bailey thinks that won’t happen.

“We just have to get better 
each and every day and with ev-
ery practice,” Bailey said. “Keep-
ing the momentum up and feed-
ing off that last game. We just 
need to execute and be sound in 
everything we do.”

Pelini said that there are no 
alarm bells going off, because 
SIU was able to tie the game last 
week. He said the defense was 
sharp and will continue to stay 
sharp while being alert as ever.

The Penguins travel to play 
Missouri State on Nov. 19 at 3 
p.m. at Missouri State.
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Youngstown State University linebacker Armand Dellovade (left) and defensive end Avery Moss 
(right) hit Southern Illinois University quarterback Sam Straub (4) after he attempted a deep pass 
on the final play of Saturday’s game.

PHOTO BY DAN HINER / THE JAMBAR

Win and They’re In  
YSU Has Its Eyes on the Playoffs
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