
Sixty-one percent of Youngstown State 
University students voted in the 2016 
presidential election, according to a study 
conducted by the National Study of Learning, 
Voting and Engagement in August 2017. This 
is up from 57.9 percent in the 2012 presidential 
election.

 The study found that 82.6 percent of YSU 
students were registered to vote in 2016, with 
the voting rate of registered students at 73.8 
percent. 

 The voting rate for all institutions in 2016 
was 50.4 percent with a high of 81.4 percent 
and a low of 13.1 percent. 

 The results of this report reflect the percentage 
of YSU students who were eligible to vote and 
actually voted in the 2012 and 2016 elections. 

 Students of older age ranges also voted at a 
higher percentage than younger students. 

Men and women voted in the 2016 election 
at similar rates of about 70 percent. 

 The study also broke down voter rates by 
race and ethnicity. Asian students voted at 42.4 
percent, African-American students at 52.5 
percent, Hispanic students at 55.6 percent, 
white students at 62.1 percent and students of 
two or more races at 49 percent. 

 Additionally, student data was categorized 
by field of study at YSU. Students majoring 
philosophy and religious studies voted at the 

highest rate of 71 percent, while students 
majoring in parks, recreation, leisure and fitness 
studies had the lowest voter participation rate at 
48.3 percent.

 Members in and out of the YSU community 
are urging students to vote in the upcoming 
midterm elections in November. 

 Jerry Springer, former mayor of Cincinnati 
and well-known television personality, visited 
YSU on Sept. 27 to campaign for the Ohio 
Democratic Party in the gubernatorial race. 

 Springer also to discussed voter registration 
among college students and encouraged them 
to become politically involved.

 “One, think of the country, and two, think 
of self-preservation. You’ve got to get out 
there and vote, or don’t be standing up in the 
seventh-inning stretch and singing ‘God Bless 
America,’” Springer said.

“Patriotism is making a commitment to 
having this country fulfill its dream and that 
means at least getting out and voting,” he added.

Ernie Barkett, president of the Student 
Government Association (SGA), said he 
believes most college-aged people do not vote 
because it doesn’t seem like their vote matters.

“We’re one of millions of people that 
are voting in all these elections. It has the 
appearance, at the surface, that whatever I say 
doesn’t go,” he said. 

 According to data estimates released by the 
United States Census Bureau in June 2015, 
millennials born between 1982 and 2000 
represent one quarter of the nation’s population 

at 83.1 million. 
 The generation’s size exceeds the 75.4 million 

baby boomers. 
 Barkett said it’s important to show students 

that if they vote it matters and if all millennials 
vote, it can create change.

 “It doesn’t matter if baby boomers don’t agree 
with us. We could out vote them,” Barkett said. 

 “We can actually make the change we want to 
see, instead of just marching in the streets for it, 
instead of just screaming for it,” he elaborated. 

 Barkett also said he believes students have 
a lack of interest in voting, but it is critical to 
vote.

 “The decisions we’re making now are going 
to affect us for the longest term,” he said. “Some 
congressman making a decision will probably 
have to live with that for 20 years, where we will 
be living with their decisions for 50, 60 years.”

 Caroline Smith, executive vice president of 
SGA, said it would be beneficial for SGA or 
YSU to inform students of candidates, their 
platforms and issues on the ballot through a 
non-partisan presentation. 

 She said voting is important because it is part 
of American citizens’ Constitutional right. 

 “It’s a privilege to be able to vote, and the 
more you participate in that, the more you 
promote it, the better the system’s going to 
work in your favor,” Smith said. 

 James Mullarkey, president of the YSU 
College Conservatives, said it is important for 
students vote because one vote can make a 
difference.

 “We’re increasingly living in an era of time 
that is becoming closer in election numbers, 
and now more than ever with corporation 
interests … votes matter, votes count, votes 
make the difference,” Mullarkey said. 

 Barkett, Smith and Mullarkey said it is 
disheartening that some of their peers are not 
politically active and do not vote in elections.

 “It’s a shame to see when students aren’t 
passionate about their future, and they don’t see 
the connection of how [they] vote today and 
how their vote will affect them tomorrow once 
those polls close,” Smith stressed. 

RACHEL GOBEP
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YSU COMMUNITY URGES STUDENTS TO
VOTE IN MIDTERM ELECTIONS
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Jared Vanasdale, a senior mechanical 
engineering major, has transformed from a 
rebellious teenager to a thriving student at 
Youngstown State University. He attributed his 
current success to grit and hard work.

 “When I was in high school and middle 
school, I was not focused on school at all or 
even cared about my future,” Vanasdale said. 

 He said he had a reputation of being “one of 
the bad kids.”

 “I consistently got in trouble. Not only in 
school, but outside of school. That was really 
because I was kind of a punk overall,” Vanasdale 
said. 

 He said his friends were always wild, but he 
was the craziest of the group.

 “Some of my friends’ parents considered 
me to be a bad influence on their kids. But for 
myself, I had a fair share of bad influences on 
me … leading me to getting into a lot of bad 
habits,” Vanasdale said. 

 He said when he was between the ages of 
13 and 15 years old he was doing things that 
college-age people do, sometimes even more. 

 Vanasdale said he began to drift away from 

his friends and family and became depressed 
about the person he had become, so he decided 
to make changes. 

 “I almost didn’t even know who I was 
anymore; I almost lost sign of my identity, so 
that’s when I decided I really needed to focus 
on myself,” he said. 

 Although Vanasdale said it was bad for him 
at the time, he is glad that he got the “wildness” 
out of his system before attending college.

 “It allowed me to mature, and it allowed me 
when I did come to YSU to really be able to do 
well for myself,” Vanasdale said.

 He said after he graduated high school, he 
started to believe in himself. He also began to 
believe he could do anything if he set his mind 
to it, such as attaining a high GPA in college 
and being considered one of the best students.

 Vanasdale, who is also on the YSU hockey 
team, interned at a 3D printing company, 
which led him to an internship at the Goodyear 
Tire and Rubber Company.  

He said through Goodyear, he has had the 
opportunity to work on high-level and multi-
million-dollar capital engineering projects, 
machine installations and design work. 

 Vanasdale said one of his most important 

projects at Goodyear was working on solving an 
issue with their extruders that was plaguing the 
company. He said he discovered a mechanism 
that erased the issue.

 He was able to present his invention at 
Goodyear’s quarterly meeting to all of Global 
Engineering, and the piece that he made is 
patent-pending.

 “I went into [it] expecting to get a good 
experience … but as a co-op, I don’t think 
anybody could have expected the outcome 
through that company,” Vanasdale said. “I’ve 
gotten a huge amount of acknowledgement 
and life changing experiences from what I did 
at Goodyear.” 

 He is currently a biomedical research 
student in the college of Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics.

 Vanasdale said the largest piece of his success 
stems from his girlfriend, Alexis Madeline, who 
he has been dating for almost eight years. 

 “She kind of helped to straighten me up, and 
she’s been there every step of the way,” he said. 

 Madeline, a YSU alumnus, said it has been 
a great experience to watch Vanasdale grow as 
a person

 “We’ve been together since we were 15 and 

we’ve known each other since we were 10, so 
I have really gotten to watch him grow up. 
Even during his rebellious teenage years, he was 
always good to me,” she said.

 Madeline said Vanasdale has become more 
driven and goal oriented.

 “He has such huge plans for the future and 
every year he surprises me with what he can 
do,” she said. “He does not want to settle for a 
mediocre life and all the goals he has for himself 
motivate me so much to be the best person I 
can be too.”

 Madeline said she has always encouraged 
Vanasdale to chase his dreams and he has done 
the same for her. 

 “I think the most important thing is that I 
have just always been there for him. I’ve never 
discouraged him from doing anything that 
would better himself and prepare him for his 
future,” she said.

 Vanasdale provided advice for those who 
may have been bad kid in high school but want 
to be successful in college.

 “You can be a whole new person, never think 
that you’re stupid. I was never considered smart, 
but when I came here it was really all about grit 
and hard work to succeed,” he said.

RACHEL GOBEP

FROM REBELLIOUS TEENAGER TO 
THRIVING COLLEGE STUDENT

Youngstown State University’s CARE 
(Concern, Assessment, Referral and Education) 
Team works to acknowledge concerns that 
may negatively impact students or the learning 
environment. 

 According to YSU’s website, the CARE Team 
accepts referrals from students, their families, 
faculty, staff and the surrounding community 
with the goal of providing outreach, guidance 
and assistance to students dealing with a variety 
of issues.

The CARE Team has recently introduced an 
online referral form in attempt to provide more 
resources to help students get the help they 
need.

Nicole Kent-Strollo, CARE Team chair, said 
the form focuses on identifying students that 
have some type of a need on campus and how 

to pull the right people in to help them.
The form asks for specific questions such 

as the students age, contact information and 
group affiliations. 

Kent-Strollo said with the form being so 
specific, it will help the CARE Team route 
issues more effectively. 

All forms filled out with boxes checked in 
the sexual assault and misconduct section of the 
form stay confidential and go straight to Title 
IX.

The Person of Concern Referral Form is 
not just for behavioral issues, but also social 
concerns such as a death in the family, house 
fire or limited money for food. 

“Any of those things can come through to me 
and the person actually does not have to put 
down who they are if they don’t want to,” Kent-
Strollo said.

She said although the form gives the option 
to give in-depth information about the person 

of concern, students have the option to opt out 
of explaining the issue on the form and simply 
requesting an appointment with her. 

“A lot of times [the student] has to feel close 
enough and trust you enough to share what 
they need, we might not know everything that 
is available to them that second, but we can 
certainly hunt it down,” Kent-Strollo said. 

Stephanie Reed, associate director of housing 
& residence life and CARE Team member,  said 
the form is just another line of communications 
between faculty and student residents.

 “It’s just another way for us to help students 
and be able to provide them resources and refer 
them to other on campus offices,” she said. “We 
want to make sure our students are happy and 
having a great experience at YSU.” 

Reed said depending on what is put on the 
form, RA’s and the housing coordinators may 
be made aware of the situation. 

 She said she hopes student residents are 

aware of the form and she encourages them to 
use it.

YSU Chief of Police Shawn Varso said the 
form is used to enhance safety on campus 
especially in cases where if [the person filling 
out the form] believes someone is an immediate 
danger.

If a student is in an unsafe situation and he or 
she put on the form that he or she is concerned 
about being a threat to themselves or others, 
that will get routed to the YSU police station 
for immediate assistance.

YSUPD does not handle all forms, only the 
extreme cases. 

“It’s a good resource because it’s one 
centralized way for someone to get help for a 
student they are concerned about, that way they 
can ensure their classmates are they getting the 
help that they need,” Varso said. 

ALYSSA WESTON

CARE TEAM INTRODUCES PERSON OF CONCERN REFERRAL FORM
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In 2003, I was introduced to Marion Resch, 
a retiree living in the Park Vista Retirement 
Center on Youngstown’s north side. Knowing 
that Resch collected stuffed animals, I presented 
her with a plush Pete Penguin purchased from 
the YSU Bookstore. 

She thanked me for the gift, but then said 
something curious: “I now have a toy penguin, 
but Burke has a real one.” 

Resch was referring to Burke Lyden, founder 
of The Jambar and fellow resident of Park Vista. 
I thought nothing of the remark until several 
years later – when I first read about the theft 
and disappearance of the stuffed carcass of 
Youngstown State’s first live mascot. Could 
Resch’s comment have been a clue to the 

mystery? 
Pete Penguin was brought to the United 

States by the famous polar explorer, Admiral 
Robert Byrd, and began his short career as 
Youngstown College’s mascot in October 1939. 

Making his official debut at the Homecoming 
game, Pete proved to be very popular and 
quickly won the hearts of students and fans. 
He was even featured in “Collegiate Digest,” 
a national publication that was included for a 
time as a supplement to The Jambar (April 3, 
1940). 

On Jan. 22, 1941, The Jambar announced 
Pete Penguin’s sudden demise. The campus 
mourned, with the official cause of death 
recorded as drowning. In pursuit of a fish, 
Pete had dove through a hole in the ice in the 
Crandall Park pond, but could not find his 
way back to the surface in time. Many YoCo 

students were suspicious. 
Allegedly, no water was found in his lungs 

during a postmortem examination. Some even 
concluded that Pete, homesick for Antarctica, 
had committed suicide. 

Questions arose as to what to do with the 
bird’s remains. The most logical thing would 
have been to bury poor Pete with dignity, a 
finality endorsed by many; however, the college 
administration chose to have Pete stuffed by a 
taxidermist.

He would then be mounted for display in 
President Howard Jones’ office as an addition to 
his substantial collection of penguin statuettes 
and figurines. Thus, Pete was duly preserved and 
kept in President Jones’ office for safekeeping; 
however, before the bird could be mounted, it 
disappeared, never to be seen again. 

It is quite possible that someone took Pete’s 

body to an unknown location and laid him to 
rest. But, what of Marion Resch’s comment? 
It is unlikely that Burke Lyden was the culprit 
who burgled President Jones’ office; in 1941, he 
was no longer a student at Youngstown College. 

Even so, is it possible that Lyden somehow 
came into possession of Pete and concealed 
him? Resch’s curious quip hints at such. Sadly, 
we may never know. Resch passed away in 
2004. Burke Lyden also died before inquiries 
could be made. His vacated room at Park Vista 
was found to be penguin free. 

More information about Pete’s death and 
disappearance may be found in the January and 
February 1941 issues of The Jambar, located 
on the Maag Library webpage under “Digital 
Collections.”

BRIAN BRENNAN

THE CASE OF THE MISSING PENGUIN 

The local chapter of the American Heart 
Association celebrated advancements in treating 
heart disease and strokes through its Mahoning 
Valley Heart Walk on Sept. 29.

 For the 25th year, donors, volunteers and 
walkers gathered at the Watson and Tressel 
Training Site to make the commitment of 
leading a heart-healthy life and help fund 
innovative research for cardiovascular disease.

 Last year, participants raised more than 
$200,000 to support the heart association’s 
mission of striving to save and improve lives.

 This year, $116,000 of the $300,000 goal 
has been reached so far, with the top fundraising 
company being Mercy Health at $23,948.

 Andrew Reid, vice president of heart, lung 
and vascular services at Mercy Health, said he 
was honored to be the chairman of the walk and 

thanked participants for being there.
 “After the Heart Walk inception of 1993, 

mortality rates from cardiovascular disease 
and stroke have plummeted over 45 percent,” 
he said. “Part of this is because of the work 
everyone puts into raising funds.”

 Reid continued by sharing statistics of how 
heart disease and stroke affects Ohio and the 
U.S. population.

 “Heart Disease is the nation’s number one 
killer, stroke is number five, and 37 percent 
of all deaths in Ohio are caused by these two 
killers,” he said. “By being at the walk, people 
are making themselves, their families and the 
valley healthy for good.”

 Youngstown State University’s Bitonte 
College of Health and Human Services 
(BCHHS) was at the walk to promote health 
and well-being and raised money through their 
sponsorship.

 Sam Kulifay, a senior biological science 

major, said it’s important for people to attend 
the heart walk to gain awareness of how to take 
precautions to ensure a longer, happier life.

 Kulifay was chosen by the American Heart 
Association and the Committee on Scientific 
Sessions Program to present research at 
Scientific Sessions 2018 in Chicago, Ill., from 
Nov. 10 through 12.

 “I spent my summer analyzing cardiac MRI’s 
using a new software system,” Kulifay said. “The 
software that I use measures levels of strain on 
the left ventricle of the heart, and these levels 
are an early indication of dysfunction in the 
heart muscles.”

 Kulifay compared the average levels of left 
ventricular strain in a healthy group of people 
versus a group of obese people and found obese 
patients had impaired left ventricular strain 
levels.

 “This research impacted my life in so many 
ways,” he said. “It has given me a plethora 

of information about health care and has 
shown me the importance of new diagnostic 
techniques so the patient and doctor can work 
toward a successful treatment.”

 Patty Davis, a graduate physical therapy 
student, said BCHHS encouraged people 
to get up and move to reduce the chances of 
developing heart disease.

 “I’m also personally here to support the 
memory of my uncle on my dad’s side,” she 
said. “I never got to meet him because he had a 
heart attack at the age of 19, and doctors said he 
had the heart of a 78-year-old.”

 Davis and the other physical therapy 
students led a stretch for participants before the 
walk began.

 Walkers enjoyed a scenic two-mile route 
around YSU’s campus.

WALKING TO THE HEART-HEALTHY BEAT

FRANCES CLAUSE

Photo by Frances Clause/The Jambar
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An iconic landmark in Youngstown, Stambaugh Auditorium, 
is undergoing reconstruction with the help of engineering 
technology students and professional consultants. 

Students going through the engineering technology program 
at Youngstown State University have partnered with Stambaugh 
Auditorium and professional consultants to rebuild the Fifth 
Avenue grand staircase and front facade of the building.

It started with a structural design tour of Stambaugh, and 
turned into Stambaugh directors asking if YSU students would 
be willing to work on this project.

Carol Lamb, director of the school of engineering technology, 
is giving her students an opportunity they will never forget once 
they leave YSU.

Lamb said this is the first time her students have worked with 
professionals on a project, let alone with professionals on such an 
iconic landmark in Youngstown. 

The students are working in smaller teams throughout the 
class to complete each task for the project.

Lamb said this project is important for her students and herself 
since this landmark is so significant to the community.

“I wanted something more hands on, physically doing it and 

learning by applying it,” Lamb said. “They’re getting to work 
with the professionals on the project and understand what their 
roles are as far as construction management.” 

She said the project can benefit everyone involved including 
students, faculty and the Stambaugh Staff.

“It’s a win-win for YSU and for Stambaugh. We’re giving back 
to the community and it’s a historical site,” Lamb said.

The students are working in smaller teams throughout the 
class to complete each task for the project.

Lamb said this project will be with the students for the rest of 
their lives and will always have a bigger meaning to them.

“When all is said and done, I think they’ll always be connected 
to that project,” she said.

Mike McGiffin, development and community relations 
director at Stambaugh Auditorium, has been working with the 
students and professional consultants on the project.

The reconstruction will go through phases from the 
demolition of what is existing, the preparation to build and then 
the reconstruction of the site and utilities.

McGiffin said the project is being funded through different 
outlets to make the reconstruction possible.

“So far we have $1 million in capital budget and is utilized for 
projects like this. We have a few federal grants and we are also 
looking for family and legacy planning as well,” he said.

McGiffin said the landmark holds a special place in the city of 
Youngstown and is still  utilized on a daily basis.

“It’s been around for 92 years and I hope a lot of people see the 
same as I do when looking at the front facade,” McGiffin said. 
“It’s an iconic structure and I feel very proud and know that we 
need to preserve it.” 

McGiffin said he is overwhelmed with their drive to take on 
such a big project.

“I’m wildly impressed by the professionalism of the students 
and by their eagerness to learn,” he said.

Emilie Eberth, coordinator of STEM outreach, connects the 
STEM program into the community to other schools, families 
and students.

Eberth said the project has helped the STEM program connect 
with other people in the community.

“When we put ourselves out there, it will attract more partners 
in the community,” she said. “Anytime we work with people, 
it helps us get our name and students out there and promote 
STEM.” 

Eberth said seeing the connection between the students and 
the landmark was an exciting feeling.

“I was really excited because it’s such an iconic piece of 
Youngstown,” she said. “I feel it will help the students connect to 
the center of the community.”

YOUNGSTOWN LANDMARK BRINGS STUDENTS
AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS TOGETHER
AMANDA JOERNDT

The Youngstown State University food pantry 
is now in collaboration with the Career Closet, 
and has a new location in the Lariccia Lounge 
behind Jamba Juice in Kilcawley Center. 

The food pantry is run by YSU’s Student 
Government Association.

Ernie Barkett, president of SGA, said the food 
pantry is now at an open and visible location.

Barkett said when the pantry first opened 
in its new location, SGA worried about 
confidentiality, but they have yet to face any 
issues.

“We thought it’s a good idea to open up a 
little bit now and go to a more public area. We 
are trying to encourage more students to use it,” 

he said.
SGA tracks the data of the pantry’s 

participation rate and visiting dates with a 
student sign in, but their names are kept private. 

Barkett said SGA and Career Closet have 
been working closely for about a year and so far, 
it has been a good match. 

He said the goal of the food pantry is to 
focus on residential students and students with 
limited accessibility to buy what they need.

“We are always accepting donations. We run 
on 100 percent of donations,” he said.

Nicole Kent-Strollo, director of student 
outreach and support, is in charge of assisting 
students with the Career Closet.

Kent-Strollo said the service had a recent 
name change last semester from Professional 
Tier Collection to Career Closet.

“Because you are here to get a degree, so 

eventually we want you to have a career, and 
how do you get there ... so [Career Closet] was 
more fitting,” she said.

Kent-Strollo said she was happy to move the 
a new location in Kilcawley Center in March 
and to form a collaboration with SGA.

“It’s a perfect opportunity to have it all in one 
place,” she said.

The Career Closet has had many donations 
from community members and the YSU 
Foundation.

Kent-Strollo said the Career Closet is now 
focused on obtaining suits, dress pants, dress 
shoes and ties, as well as winter coats, new 
gloves and hats as winter approaches.

“It’s just one small part of all of the things 
that we hopefully are offering our students, and 
just to give them the best chance to succeed and 
become a YSU graduate,” she said.

Hadeal Yusuf, a senior nutrition major, has 
worked at the food pantry for three semesters.

Yusuf said the food pantry also provides 
hygiene products such as toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, shampoos and conditioners.

“[Students] have so much on their plate. [The 
food pantry] really wants to give what we can 
to relieve the stress because money is always the 
issue for students,” she said.

Yusuf said it was a good idea to move locations 
to a more high traffic area for its awareness. 

“I’m sure some of these students don’t have 
cars to go buy stuff. If they have a pantry right 
here, then why not [use it],” she said.

SGA is planning to have an open house for 
the pantry in November to increase marketing 
and even to make some meals from the pantry 
items.

NEW LOCATION FOR FOOD PANTRY AND CAREER CLOSET
NAMI NAGAOKA

Photo by Tyler Rothbauer /The Jambar
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The Boardman Rotary celebrated the 42nd annual Oktoberfest 
bringing the community together with over 160 arts and craft 
vendors, 19 food vendors and local entertainment.

The Oktoberfest gives local businesses the chance to expand 
their business and make new connections with people from 
different areas.

The event started in 1976 as a community day in Boardman 
Park to promote Boardman and the residents of the township. 

The Boardman Rotary club hosts the event each year with the 
proceeds benefiting local community projects and charities such 
as Easter Seals and Boys and Girls Club.

Shelly LaBerto and Shannon Tirone, Boardman Rotary co-
chairs for the Oktoberfest, reached out to different organizations 
to help make the event possible. 

LaBerto said different high school organizations volunteer 
their time to make the event run smoothly. 

“We’ve incorporated the emerging leaders from Boardman 
High School, the Cardinal Mooney speech team and the Struthers 
Rotary Club helping in the food court, so we are pulling in quite 
a few organizations,” she said.

Tirone said it’s nice to be able to watch families come together 

and there’s something for everyone at the Oktoberfest. 
“It’s interesting because it’s like the entire female family has 

come together and they put it on their calendar and wait to come 
shop at this event each year,” Tirone said. “The nice thing is, 
we’ve got a lot of guys who are able to come out and eat too.” 

Giving business owners a chance to sell their product and 
expand their business is a benefit for many vendors.

Andrea Reiser, owner of Pastries by Andrea, has been attending 
the Oktoberfest since she started  her business nine years ago. 

Pastries by Andrea sells baked goods such as Old World pastries, 
kolache (nut roll), baklava and Lady Locks (cream horns).

Reiser said the Oktoberfest has helped her business immensely, 
which keeps her coming back each year.

“What the Oktoberfest does is it gives me an opportunity to 
let my Youngstown customers know that I’m at the Southern 
Park Mall the Saturday before any major holiday,” Resier said. 
“It really helps me get word out into the community about my 
product.”

Reiser said she loves to come watch the entertainment such 
as the Boardman Band and to be around positive people while 
raising funds for different organizations. 

The Oktoberfest has expanded to the largest arts and crafts 
event bringing in vendors from all over the Northeast Ohio 

region.
The event also helps new and upcoming vendors get their 

business off on the right foot.
Harry Watkins, owner of Harry’s Honey Pot, experienced his 

first Oktoberfest this year.
He started his business through being a beekeeper for the bees 

in his garden and now has over 60 hives. 
While selling honey, he also sells other products such as lotion, 

sugar scrubs, beard oils and beeswax candles.
Watkins said bringing his business at the Oktoberfest has 

helped him make new connections.
“I like meeting and talking to the people,” he said. “I love 

explaining the bee keeping and teaching people what I do and 
hope its a beneficial product for them.” 

Watkins said his display of products draws people in and 
makes them want to know more about their product. 

“Our success has been very good and we get a lot of interest. 
People love our displays and we have a very wide selection of 
products,” he said.

The Oktoberfest expands each year with more vendors coming 
to reach new audiences and help raise funds for community 
projects through the Boardman Rotary Club.

AMANDA JOERNDT

FALL FESTIVITIES BRING COMMUNITY MEMBERS TOGETHER
Photo by Amanda Joerndt /The Jambar
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“Examining Youngstown: Innovation 
through Advanced Manufacturing” was held 
on Sept. 27 in Youngstown State University’s 
Williamson College of Business Administration 
to promote additive manufacturing in 
Youngstown.   

The event had three panel discussions with 
the first panel including Youngstown Business 
Incubator CEO Barb Ewing, America Makes 
Executive Director Rob Gorham, YSU 
President Jim Tressel and Vallourec Star CEO 
Judson Wallace. 

Recordings from U.S. Senator Rob Portman 
and U.S. Representative Tim Ryan addressing 
the Examining Youngstown crowd kicked off 
the event.

“We’re at the very beginning stages of 
emerging technology and businesses,” said 
Ryan. “We’re going to grow our way out of 

economic challenges that we have.”
Additive manufacturing, or 3D printing, 

has been continually expanding in Youngstown 
in companies such as Youngstown Business 
Incubator, America Makes and through labs 
and classes available at YSU.     

“From an additive manufacturing standpoint, 
YSU is making real impacts,” said Gorham.

Wallace said advanced manufacturing jobs 
are the main jobs at Vallourec and people are 
generally surprised when they tour the building 
and find few people working the floor. 

“Most of the labor jobs are done by machines 
and we hire people to program these machines 
and supervising them,” Wallace said.

Additive and overall advanced manufacturing 
may play a role in the future landscape of the 
city.

Moderator and Washington Examiner 
reporter Salena Zito prompted a question to 
Tressel asking for ways to keep YSU students in 
Youngstown once they graduate. 

Tressel said being between two major cities, 
Cleveland and Pittsburgh, Youngstown’s 
location alone can attract people; but, if there 
were more opportunities for the workforce, 
students wouldn’t feel the need to leave.  

“We need to grow opportunities so people can 
and want to come back. Additive manufacturing 
gives us this chance,” Tressel said.  

YSU graduate Zac Divencenzo decided to 
stay and build a career in Youngstown.

With the help of the YBI, Divencenzo created 
Juggerbot 3D, which creates engineering-grade 
equipment using additive manufacturing. 

He started the group after noticing a price 
gap in this equipment. Either the prices were 
too expensive for local companies to afford or a 
cheap product not suitable for the job.  

The branches of 3D printing reach to more 
than just engineers as well. 

Tressel said when prospective students are 
touring the campus, he makes it a point that 
they see the 3D printing opportunities that 

YSU offers. 
“A lot of students from different majors 

are now using these 3D printing labs creating 
collaborations between artists and engineers,” 
Tressel said. 

Brett Conner, director of the Advanced 
Manufacturing Research Center and YSU 
associate professor of mechanical engineering, 
described the blend of art and 3D printing in 
the second panel discussion as additive arts. 

“When we think about additive 
manufacturing, it’s about making stuff 
functional, but there’s also an aesthetic and 
creative side to it as well,” Conner said. 

The second panel also discussed the issue of 
these jobs possibly replacing human labor. 

“I don’t think we should be afraid of where 
we’re heading said,” Pat Kiraly, sourcing 
manager for Vallourec, said.

“With strong leadership we’re going to find 
the right place for advanced manufacturing to 
fit,” Kiraly added.

EXAMINING YOUNGSTOWN AS 3D PRINTING HUB

JOHN STRAN

Photo by John Stran/The Jambar



India McDowell, a pre-business major at Youngstown 
State University, professional model, actress, singer, 
recording artist, songwriter, rapper, photographer and 
editor, hit the runway in this year’s New York Fashion 
Week. 

She is also the vice president of her father’s 
company, Ronson Originals Pictures and Videos. India 
McDowell said since her father, a YSU alumni, has 
always been a photographer, she’s been in the industry 
since she was five. 

“I’ve been a professional model signed with the 
Talent Group in Cleveland for five years,” she said. 
“On Sept. 8, I got to model in the center of Times 
Square.” 

India McDowell said she modeled for three designers 
in two shows during fashion week in New York. She 
said it was amazing because she had been waiting for 
that day for quite some time. 

“Back in 2015, I had my first encounter with New 
York as far as the modeling industry,” she said. “You 
just get to showcase your talent and the gift God gave 
you.” 

India McDowell said trying to keep up with the 
standard can be challenging and stressful in the 
modeling industry. She said although it can be very 
harsh as far as height, looks and even race, she enjoys 
being expressive. 

“The modeling industry gave me an outlet to have a 
reason to express myself,” she said. “Have a strong head 
for being able to take rejection well, being able to be 
confident in who you are and do what you do well.” 

India McDowell said the advice she would give to 
anyone interested in getting into the industry is to 

never give up. She said those who are interested will 
get a lot of nos, but it’s not the nos they’re looking for. 
It’s the yes. 

“I’ve been doing this ever since I was little,” she said. 
“I’m 21 years old now. I just made it to New York 
Fashion Week, which is like the mecca of the United 
States for fashion. Definitely don’t give up.” 

India McDowell said with modeling, she enjoys 
the connections she’s making and the exposure she’s 
getting.

Ronson McDowell, CEO and president of Ronson 
Originals Pictures and Videos and father of India 
McDowell, said he serves as his daughter’s manager. 
He said he’s been working with her since she was two. 

“When she graduated from high school, she said she 
wanted to pursue her career in the arts,” he said. “I 
helped her build her music studio here in our home.” 

Ronson McDowell said his daughter has been in 
a lot of fashion shows. He said India McDowell has 
modeled for Macy’s at the Southern Park Mall several 
times and also modeled for the Pillars Fashion Show at 
Stambaugh Auditorium. 

“I was really ecstatic and elated that she had the 
opportunity to be in New York Fashion Week,” he 
said. “[Being] able to take pictures of her in the fashion 
show was really special.” 

Ronson McDowell said there is no end to what 
India McDowell can do. He said ever since she was a 
baby, she was always very talented.

Rebecca Banks, a graduate student at YSU and avid 
fan of India McDowell, said she met her several years 
ago. She said after India McDowell came on her show 
with her dad at Rookery Radio, she was blown away. 

“They are very well-rounded, interesting, cultured, 
educated people,” Banks said. “They want to help 
everybody. They work so well together.”

MARAH J. MORRISON

Photo courtesy of Ronson McDowell

FIRST-YEAR YSU STUDENT 
REACHING STARDOM
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The Rhine Haus Bier Hall hosted its inaugural Oktoberfest 
with hundreds of people enjoying German beer (“bier”), food 
and entertainment. The beer hall will be opening soon on Phelps 
Street for the city of Youngstown to get a taste of German culture. 

Christian Rinehart, owner and director of operations, said the 
restaurant will be styled after the Munich beer halls and will serve 
traditional German food and beer. 

The restaurant will feature live music and various polka bands, 
some of which that will play rock ’n’ roll music. Customers may 
also hear an occasional Journey song played on an accordion.

“They’ll definitely get exposure to a culture you don’t normally 
see,” Rinehart said. “German culture is definitely very fun and 
upbeat. It’s just like an Irish pub, but more lively.” 

Rinehart also owns O’Donold’s Irish Pub & Grill, Suzie’s Dogs 
& Drafts and Mission Taco, and said he plans on opening two 
more restaurants.

He is opening Rhine Haus in memory of his father who died 
when Rinehart was 13 years old. 

“My dad, every Saturday and Sunday, we would go out and do 
long drives,” Rinehart said. “[He] would never tell you where you 
were going. We’d listen to polkas and go to a ton of Oktoberfests 
together. That was like our thing, so it’s kind of in memory of 
him.” 

Rinehart traveled to Germany to research beer halls before 
planning Rhine Haus. He personally designs all of his restaurants 
and builds them with his construction company, Justice League 
Restaurant Group. 

Mark Worsencroft, Rhine Haus’s second director of operations, 
said the restaurant will be a cross between old school German 
heritage and fun. He said in today’s world, nobody goes to 
grandma and grandpa’s anymore to learn how to do things from 
the old country. 

“We’re not so deep in German that we’re going to lose people,” 
Worsencroft said. “It’s more about lighthearted fun and getting 
some of that heritage incorporated in their life. It’ll be high 
energy and entertaining.” 

The best feature of Rhine Haus may be the feeling customers 
get when walking through the front door. Worsencroft said the 
restaurant will allow people to get in touch with their German 
roots.

Kelly Smith, a daytime bartender at Suzie’s and whose father 
plays polka music, said Rhine Haus will be something unseen in 
the Youngstown area.

“There’s nothing quite like what Christian is putting together 
down here,” she said. “It’s going to be a very unique and I think 
an enjoyable experience for everybody.” 

Smith said the best feature of Rhine Haus will be the pierogies 
with over 30 topping and filling options. She said the second-
best feature will be the polka music.

“It’ll be nice to kind of reach back into my childhood a little 
bit,” she said. 

Rhine Haus’ hours will be 4 p.m. to midnight on Thursdays, 
4 p.m. to 2:30 a.m. on Fridays, noon to 2:30 a.m. on Saturdays 
and 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Sundays. The Sunday menu will include 
a brunch buffet with endless mimosas. 

A NEW GERMAN RESTAURANT ON THE RISE 
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Fall gives people many things to enjoy, from food and activities 
to the weather.  However, college students can’t always enjoy 
them because money seems to be a scarcity. That doesn’t mean 
one must sacrifice his or her social life, though.

There are plenty of inexpensive activities college students can 
enjoy. Here are a few:

1. Haunted Houses 
Northeast Ohio is filled with haunted houses, with a few only 

a 15-minute drive from campus. At Fear Forest in Lordstown, 
ticket prices start at $18 for the haunted house and hayride, 
and the ExFearience at the Eastwood Field in Niles with tickets 
starting at $20. The Canfield Scaregrounds boasts multiple 
haunted attractions, including the Barn of Evil, the original 
haunted house of the Canfield Scaregrounds. Tickets for the 
scaregrounds start at $20 and include admission to all attractions.

Another popular haunted house is The Factory of Terror in 
Canton. This haunted house is slightly further from campus, 
but has won the Guinness World Record for the longest indoor 
haunted attraction three times. They offer college ID nights, in 
which students receive a discounted admission price of $20 with 
a valid school ID.

2. Football Games
Fall is famously known as football season. High school football 

on Friday, college football on Saturday and the NFL on Sunday. 
There are many opportunities to see a game, whether you’re in 
the stands cheering or throwing a football watch party in your 
living room. It’s the perfect occasion to gather a group of friends 
and have a good time.

 
3. Corn Mazes
Corn Mazes are great for people who can’t quite handle the 

thrill of a haunted house. There are multiple around the area, 
including Maze Craze Corn Maze in New Springfield; tickets 
are $10. Coolspring Corn Maze and Farm Market is in Mercer, 
Pa., and tickets are also $10. Irons Mills Farmstead is in New 
Wilmington, Pa., and tickets are $14. 

Access to other activities is included in the price of admission. 
4. Hayrides
Hayrides are another great option for people who don’t enjoy 

haunted attractions. Hayrides allow you to take in the beautiful 
fall scenery and enjoy the weather, or take a hayride to a pumpkin 
patch and pick some out to decorate. White House Fruit Farm, 
Fear Forest in Lordstown and Hubbard Haunted woods are just a 
few hayrides in the area. The hayride at White House Fruit Farm 
is free to the public and tickets to the hayride at Fear Forest and 
Hubbard Haunted Woods are only $10.

5. Pumpkin Patch/Pumpkin Carving
Nothing says fall like taking a trip to a pumpkin patch. Carving 

pumpkins is a classic tradition that we all loved as kids. Gather 
a group of friends to go pick out pumpkins and have a carving 
party afterward. While carving pumpkins, you can also roast the 
pumpkin seeds in the oven for the perfect snack.

6. White House Fruit Farm
White House Fruit Farm in Canfield, is the destination for all 

things fall-related. They have a mixture of everything, including 
a pumpkin patch, hayrides and a farmers market. Their Fall 
Festival Weekends are happening now until the end of October. 
Take your friends or the entire family; there’s something for 
everyone to enjoy.

Zack Yohman, a junior electrical engineering major said he 
enjoys going to White House to “pick out apples, cider and 
pumpkins.” 

“It’s just one of those things that takes you back to your 
childhood,” Yohman said.

7. Scary Movie Night
Fall is filled with everything scary, so having a scary movie 

night with friends is only fitting. Grab your favorite scary movies, 
or browse Netflix for ones you haven’t seen, and binge watch 
them until you fall asleep. Just don’t forget the popcorn!

8. Hot Chocolate/Coffee Dates
Coffee and hot chocolate dates have always been a cheap and 

fun way to get to know someone.  You can make your own at 
home and watch a movie, or go to a local cafe and grab some, 
then go for a walk in the park. Cheap, convenient and tons of 
fun. You can’t go wrong with this option.

Morgan McGowan, a junior social media major, said, “I love 
going and getting hot coffee and then going to the park and 
looking at the leaves changing color.”

“It’s fun to spend that time with your friends and it’s relaxing 
with all the stresses of school,” McGowan said.

9. Bonfires
Bonfires are perfect for chilly fall nights. Get your friends 

together and sit around the fire curled up with your favorite 
blankets. You can tell stories, roast marshmallows and drink hot 
chocolate. This gives you the chance to relax and enjoy time with 
the people that mean the most in your life.

These are just a few fall activities that you and your bank 
account will like. Grab a group of friends and your adventurous 
side, and enjoy a break from studying. Take advantage of fall, 
because before you know it, it will be over.

Since Harry Potter, the debate over whether or not sorcery and 
witchcraft has a place in children’s genres has taken its place at 
the forefront of discussions. A conversation whose commonplace 
has withered since the grown popularity of the orphan Potter, the 
new movie “The House with a Clock in Its Walls” invites a new 
opportunity.

“The House with a Clock in Its Walls” will hardly reach the 
level of cultural fame as Harry Potter. Originally a 1970s book 
series written by John Bellairs with illustrations by the legendary 
Edward Gorey, “The House Clock in Its Walls” was one of the 
first successful young adult books to mix kids with the occult. 
That graying of the line between ghosts, demons, sorcery and 
what’s responsible in children’s entertainment is exactly why the 
film deserves a bigger conversation than it will get.

Ultimately, the movie adaptation’s key flaw is that it proves 

not clever enough for adults and far too scary for a children. The 
storyline has heart and is an enjoyable piece of Halloween fun, 
but it lacks the dual cleverness of a Pixar film. All the while it 
mixes in demented imagery, blood magic, necromancy and the 
animated decaying corpse of Kyle MacLachlan.

Eli Roth, director of the grindhouse Hostel movies and the 
cannibal flick “Green Inferno,” brings a deceivingly innocent 
sense of beauty and imagination to the screen here — from the 
spooky Americana architecture, to the 1950s costume design, to 
the characters themselves. When Roth isn’t looking for ways to 
create nightmares, he carves a fairly dreamy atmosphere out of 
the material.

“The House with a Clock in Its Walls” tries its hardest, most 
noticeably in the performances given. Owen Vaccaro stars as 
the indomitable Lewis Barnavelt. He turns in a near-perfect 
performance of a kid dealing with deep emotional hurt while 
growing up in a fantastical environment. He holds up next to 
co-stars Cate Blanchett and Jack Black. Black turns in his classic 
getting-his-life-together-for-the-sake-of-a-child routine while I 

asked myself multiple times why Cate Blanchett agreed to the 
film.

That said, Blanchett was the true highlight of the film. Giving 
a performance just as powerful and necessary as any award season 
film would call for, she truly reminds us that a truly great actor 
gives greatness in everything they do.

Overall, “The House with a Clock in its Walls” is a coming-
of-age tale wrapped in a sometimes dreamy and sometimes 
nightmarish Halloween movie marketed to kids. Regardless 
of target demographics, Roth reinforces exactly why there are 
people out there weary of mixing protagonism with sorcery. He 
hits just on the wrong side of darkness then tries to overlook it 
with whimsicality. Said moments are brief, but they are in fact 
there and unavoidable for the audience.

In attempting to mix adult elements into a kids movie, Roth 
should have taken more inspiration from other kids movies than 
horror movies.
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MARIO’S MOVIES: “THE HOUSE WITH A CLOCK IN ITS WALLS”

NINE FALL ACTIVITIES FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS ON A BUDGET
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OTHER

HOUSING

NEED BIRTH CONTROL, PAP SMEAR,
STD TEST? PREGNANT?
Dr. Hill, 1350 Fifth Ave., near YSU campus, all insurances, walk–ins. Mon-Sat - 330-746-
7007, askthedoctor@aiwhealth.com, answered confidentially.

CLASSIFIEDS

CHRIS HAS HOUSES!
Nice all-inclusive homes with individual leases. For your group of four or more, from $475 
each. Call Chris:  330-743-7368
ALL PARTIES WELCOME
CT Rentals has nice, city licensed, all-inclusive houses and apartments. Now leasing for tenancy. 
Our package includes: All appliances plus over 90 channels of cable T.V. broadband internet 
with WiFi and ADT Security. All private bedrooms with individual leases and all utilities, 
maintenance and grounds keeping included from $475.00 a month per person. Call Chris 
330-743-7368

HELP WANTED
All Star Driving School- Hiring full time or part time. Great opportunity for college students 
looking for job to fit around school schedule. Must be 21. Will train no experience necessary. 
Call or email 330-726-3377, info@allstardriving.net for further info.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED
Jeff Chrystal Catering and Overture Restaurant are hiring for Catering Servers and Staff. Must 
be dependable with a high energy level and able to work nights, weekends and holidays. Perfect 
for college students! Please apply for immediate consideration. Email resumes to chrystalsca-
tering@yahoo.com.
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The Penguin Pride Patrol rode through campus 
Monday stopping anyone they saw wearing red and 
white or singing the fight song, as a part of celebration 
for red and white day and Youngstown State University 
homecoming week. 

If they spotted someone, that person received a voucher 
to redeem various prizes at the red and white day party in 
the Chestnut Room in Kilcawley Center.  
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Across
 1. Captured the gold
 4. Restaurant reviewer’s website
 8. Homecoming event on Fifth Ave. at 4 

p.m. on Oct. 6
 14. Response to a ques. (Abbr.)
 15. What the nose knows
 16. 180s (Hyph.)
 17. Winslow Homer’s “Rum __”
 18. Richard of “Chicago”
 19. Summer cottage, say
 20. Homecoming royalty (3 wds.)
 23. “Free Willy” critter
 24. “Aw, what’s the __?”
 25. “Hometown proud” supermarket
 28. Needs calamine lotion
 32. Outer limit
 34. Ice Palace game
 37. Word before closet, fair or services at 

YSU
 38. Blowup in photography class (Abbr.)

 39. Holiday __
 40. Mu __ pork

 41. “Good Behavior” channel
 42. Hall of “Days of Our lives”
 44. Pre-game party
 46. Stored up
 47. The T in NATO
 48. Wranglers alternative
 49. Congressional auditor (Abbr.)
 50. Place for solar panels
 54. YSU’s 2018 homecoming theme (2 

wds.)
 59. Aretha Franklin’s record label
 62. March Madness org.
 63. “Have we __?”
 64. Shampoo bottle instruction
 65. Overhead
 66. Debate side
 67. Entries in 8 Across
 68. Treebeard, Beechbone and Quickbeam
 69. __-Hop Dance

Down
 1. Johnny Test archenemy
 2. Broadcasting (2 wds.)
 3. Justin Timberlake, JC Chasez, Lance 

Bass, Joey Fatone and Chris Kirkpatrick
 4. It involves getting into various positions
 5. Paradise lost
 6. “The __ of the Rings”
 7. “X-Men: First Class,” for one
 8. Blender button
 9. “It fits to __” (2 wds.)
 10. More like an over-easy egg
 11. McDonough display
 12. Some trial evidence
 13. Immigrant’s subj.
 21. Manner of walking
 22. __ Enterprise
 26. Legal analyst Van Susteren
 27. Insurance worker
 29. Danny Zuko or Kenickie in “Grease”
 30. Mr. Peanut prop
 31. Network with Robin Meade and Lynn 

Smith

 32. Pole __
 33. One-named Art Deco designer
 34. “The X-Files” extras
 35. Ryan or Tatum
 36. Martini garnish
 37. __ Pet (novelty item)
 40. Abbr. on an oilcan
 43. Type of diving or fishing (Hyph.)
 44. Beat by a wide margin
 45. Greek sandwich in a pita
 47. “You’re it!”
 49. Pesky bugs
 51. Pizazz
 52. Cheri who plays Rita DelVecchio on 

SNL
 53. Shutterbug’s setting
 55. French state
 56. Pic to click
 57. Condé ___ (magazine publisher)
 58. “Good grief!”
 59. “Speak!” response
 60. Theologian’s subject (Abbr.)
 61. Nasdaq debut (Abbr.)

HOMECOMING

SOLUTION TO LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE

CHECK NEXT WEEK’S PAPER FOR THE 
SOLUTION TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE



According to a study conducted by the 
National Study of Learning, Voting and 
Engagement in August 2017, sixty-one percent 
of Youngstown State University students voted 
in the 2016 presidential election. This is up 
from 57.9 percent in the 2012 presidential 
election.

The study found that 82.6 percent of YSU 
students were registered to vote in 2016, with 
the voting rate of registered students at 73.8 
percent. 

But this percentage is still not enough. 
As Jerry Springer expressed in an exclusive 

interview with The Jambar, “You’ve got to get 
out there and vote, or don’t be standing up in 
the seventh-inning stretch and singing ‘God 
Bless America.’” 

He is exactly right. There is no point in 
protesting or even complaining about the 
political atmosphere if you do not participate 
in elections. 

Voting is simple, and if you have a difficult 
time getting to the polls, just get an absentee 
ballot.

Some students say that their vote doesn’t 
matter, but it does. Overall, ignorance is bliss, 
until it catches up to you. America’s issues affect 
everyone. If not now, it will in the future. 

According to data estimates released by the 
United States Census Bureau in June 2015, 
millennials born between 1982 and 2000 
represent one quarter of the nation’s population 
at 83.1 million. 

The generation’s size exceeds the 75.4 million 
baby boomers. This means millennials can out-
vote them and create the change they want. 

Change will not happen if ballots are not 
cast. 

The right to vote is guaranteed to citizens of 
America, and as citizens we must recognize this 
act as a civic duty. Freedom, unless exercised, 
dies. We mustn’t take for granted this noble 
opportunity. 

Women and minorities had to fight for the 
right to vote and because you have that right, 
do not take it for granted.  

One dilemma our generation faces is the 
overwhelming plethora of non-sequitur of news 
thrown in our faces. The continuity of talking 
heads misleading voters, and affecting the ill-
informed may easily force them to stray away 
from journeying to the polls.

The rules are made by those who show up. 
You may not take an interest in politics, but 
politics will most assuredly take an interest in 
you. 
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VOTING IS PATRIOTIC

How about a part-time 
job that can help you 
pay for college?

McDonald’s Archways to Opportunity 

program offers $2,500/year in tuition 

assistance after you hit 90 days working 

in a restaurant for at least 15 hours a 

week. Learn job skills … earn money for 

school … pay off football tickets. Check, 

check and check. Ba da ba ba BA! 

#AmericasBestFirstJob

ADVE RTOR IAL



The Youngstown State University football 
team is desperate for a win this week against 
Southern Illinois University at the Ice Castle. 
With a record of 1-3 and tied for last in the 
Missouri Valley Football Conference with 
Southern Illinois, this is a big week for the 
football program at YSU. 

The Penguins are coming off a 45-38 
loss against the Western Illinois University 
Leathernecks last week in Macomb, Ill. 
Returning home this week, the Penguins must 
continue to eliminate mental errors.

“Unfortunately, I’ve been in this situation 
before where I’ve started 1-3 one of my years 
at Notre Dame, so it can go one of two ways: 
some guys can check out, or we can put our 
head down and go back to work,” quarterback 
Montgomery VanGorder said.

VanGorder threw the ball 57 times in the 
loss to the Leathernecks, completing 33 of 
those attempts for 418 yards. He also broke 
three YSU single-game records for passing 
yards, attempts and completions. 

Down 30-10 in the third quarter, VanGorder 
hit Zach Farrar for a 21-yard touchdown pass. 
Later he scrambled on a two-yard carry for 
another touchdown to cut the deficit to 30-24. 
However, the in-game mistakes were too much 
down the stretch for the Penguins.

“It’s very frustrating, especially to lose,” 
VanGorder said. “Each and every guy has to 
check their preparation and see what they’re 
doing throughout the week, that’s what 
separates the professionals from the amateurs.”

Pelini said his team held a “players-only 
meeting” in efforts to change something within 
the locker room to get the team back on track 
starting this week against SIU. 

“It’s missed assignments, losing focus during 
the game and not applying what we’re doing in 

practice to the game field. We have to coach it 
better and we have to play better,” YSU head 
coach Bo Pelini said. 

The Salukis also have a 1-3 record and are 
looking to turn around their own program. 
After starting the season with a win against 
Murray State University, 49-10, SIU has 
dropped three consecutive games. They most 
recently lost, 31-24, to the University of South 
Dakota last week.

“[SIU] put a lot of yards up at times,” 
Pelini said. “They do a nice job offensively. 
Defensively, they’ll mix a four-man front 
and some multiple coverages. They’re a good 
football team that is better than their record, I 
can tell you that.”

VanGorder also understands the task at 
hand.

“They’ve played pretty good opponents,” 
he said. “They play hard and fast, I know they 
score a lot of points. It’s a great challenge for 
us.”

Bo Pelini added that there are times when 
his football team is very good, but those times 
are masked by the mistakes that continue to 
be made. Despite the mental errors and the 
record, the players’ attitudes remain high as 
Pelini knows his players want nothing more 
than to put the mistake behind them. 

“This is not a time to panic, but a time to 
stay the course and stay with the process. Keep 
working. That’s all you can do. There’s not a 
young man that walks onto the field wanting to 
make a mistake. It kills them,” he added.

The 1-3 start for YSU is now in the past, and 
being in the collegiate coaching business since 
2003, Pelini knows it’s a long season. 

“I believe wholeheartedly in the process,” he 
said. “You have to just keep staying with it each 
day. Look at everything you’re doing and figure 
out a way to do it better. That’s my message to 
the team and that’s what I believe in.”

The Penguins will end homecoming week at 
Stambaugh Stadium on Saturday at 6 p.m.
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WITH THEIR BACKS AGAINST THE WALL YSU FOOTBALL
WELCOMES SOUTHERN ILLINOIS IN WEEK FIVE

JOSHUA FITCH

Photo courtesy of Brent Bigelow/The Jambar
Montgomery VanGorder and Christian Turner wait in the backfield in Week No. 1 against Butler University on Sept. 1.
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The Youngstown State University football 
program was selected to participate in the 2019 
Guardian Credit Union FCS Kickoff, the first 
game of the 2019 FCS season. 

The Penguins are scheduled to take on the 
Samford University Bulldogs. Samford recently 
took the Florida State University Seminoles to 
the brink, with the Seminoles escaping with a 
36-26 win.

“Taking part in the 2019 Guardian Credit 
Union FCS Kickoff is a special honor and 

something we are looking forward to next 
fall,” Youngstown State Athletic Director Ron 
Strollo said. “Everyone throughout the country 
watches the opening game of the season, and it 
will be fun for our program to take center stage 
nationally along with Samford.”

For the third straight season, the Cramton 
Bowl in Montgomery, Ala. will host the FCS 
Kickoff. It currently hosts the FCS Camellia 
Bowl and the Faulkner University Eagles, a 
school that’s a part of the NAIA.

The game will be broadcast on a to be 
determined ESPN network, giving the YSU 
program national exposure. Along with that, it 
is a recruiting boost.

“Our football program is excited to take 
part in the 2019 Guardian Credit Union FCS 
Kickoff,” YSU Head Coach Bo Pelini said. “It’s 
a great opportunity to showcase Youngstown 
State football on a national stage, and we look 
forward to playing Samford in our 2019 opener 
at the historic Cramton Bowl in Montgomery.”

Being selected for the FCS Kickoff is an 
honor for both teams. Every team that had 
participated has been a nationally-ranked team, 
and both teams involved are typically playoff 
contenders.

The two teams have met four previous times, 
twice in the regular season and twice in the 
postseason. This is the first meeting between 

the two teams that will not be in Youngstown. 
Samford and YSU have previously met in 1991, 
1993, 2002 and 2016. YSU is 4-0 in those 
matchups.

They had a 10-0 victory on Dec. 14, 1991 
in the FCS Semifinals, a 24-7 win on Oct. 23, 
1993, a 37-29 win on Nov. 23, 2002 and most 
recently, a 38-24 win on Nov. 26, 2016 in the 
first round of the playoffs.

The date of the game has yet to officially be 
set, but will likely be around the first week of 
the fall semester. FBSchedules.com reports that 
the game will take place Aug. 24.

YSU still has four open slots on their schedule 
for the 2019 season.

PENGUINS FOOTBALL EXCITED FOR 2019 FOOTBALL OPENER
BRIAN YAUGER

Photo by Brent Bigelow/The Jambar

It had been 25 years since the United States last won the 
Ryder Cup on European soil. While the U.S. team entertained 
a potential comeback on Sunday, the seemingly impossible will 
continue for at least another four years.

The Ryder Cup is golf ’s biennial competition between the 
most talented players from the U.S. and Europe. The venues 
alternate between U.S. and Europe every other year. During the 
previous Ryder Cup in 2016, the U.S. finally broke through.

This year, however, Europe reminded them of their superiority. 
In the last nine Ryder Cups, Europe came away with the shiny 
gold trophy seven times. The last time the U.S. defeated Europe 
on their own territory dates back to 1993.

The 2018 Ryder Cup saw the U.S. as favorites to win, at least in 
my opinion. After all, their roster featured Tiger Woods, Jordan 
Spieth, Dustin Johnson, Phil Mickelson, Brooks Koepka, Justin 
Thomas, Rickie Fowler and so on. On paper, the U.S. team was 
better. On their turf, the European team outplayed the U.S.

Since the tournament took place overseas, I was forced to 
either wake up around 3 or 4 a.m., or stay up until then to watch 
the matches. I proudly can say I did a combination of both. 
Anyway, back to business.

In the Ryder Cup, there are a total of 28 points available to win. 
The points are accumulated through different golf competition 
formats: fourballs, foursomes and singles play. Europe won 17 
1/2 to the U.S.’s 10 1/2.

During the team selection, U.S. captain Jim Furyk appeared 
to assemble an elite roster of veterans and young stars. Nobody 
questioned the golfers Furyk chose, but people will question the 

matchup choices Furyk went with during the Ryder Cup.
Fresh off his first professional victory since Aug. 4, 2013, 

Woods carried momentum into the tournament. He didn’t win 
a single point for the team. The Ryder Cup continues to serve as 
Wood’s kryptonite. His record currently stands at 13-21 all-time. 
Alongside Woods, Mickelson failed to produce. The former top 
golfers in the world didn’t accrue a single point for the U.S. team.

According to an article by Karen Crouse of The New York 
Times, the most accurate player off on the U.S. side was, 
ironically, Furyk himself. He ranked No. 10 in fairways hit on 
the PGA Tour this season.

The Ryder Cup venue, Le Golf National, rewards accurate 
golfers; it severely punishes those who are the opposite. According 
to Crouse, Mickelson ranked 192nd on the tour this season in 
driving accuracy.

Mickelson is one of the greatest golfers to play the game, but at 
age 48, he struggled to hit fairways and play at a consistent level. 
It’s difficult to justify playing Mickelson at a course that played 
directly to his weaknesses.

In a CBS Sports article by Kyle Porter, Mickelson said the team 
mostly agreed with Furyk’s roster decisions, but not everyone.

Within the same article, U.S. team member Patrick Reed 
blasted Furyk for not playing him alongside Spieth, or playing 
him at all on in the foursome matches on Friday or Saturday 
afternoon. The article states he was undefeated in the previous 
Ryder Cup in those formats. After all, not everyone agreed with 
the decisions.

While mostly everyone agreed on the roster decisions, the 
featured U.S. groups failed to play like it, especially Mickelson 
who likely played in his final Ryder Cup.

As a result, the European duo of Sergio Garcia and Alexander 

Noren destroyed Mickelson and Bryson DeChambeau. Since 
DeChambeau partnered with both Woods and Mickelson during 
the event, he too didn’t gain a single point. These three were 
the only ones not to. On the other hand, Spieth and Thomas 
combined for seven of the 10 1/2 points the U.S. won.

While the U.S. led 3-1 after the morning session on Friday, the 
afternoon session went completely haywire. The U.S. got swept 
4-0 in the afternoon foursomes; the matches weren’t close either. 
The European duo of Garcia and Noren destroyed Mickelson 
and DeChambeau.  

U.S. duo of Spieth and Thomas looked dynamite on paper; 
they lost by five holes to Francesco Molinari and Tommy 
Fleetwood. The sweep on Friday afternoon set the U.S. back 5-3 
after the first day. They never recovered.

The U.S. entered the final day down 10-6; only the singles 
matches remained. According to ESPN, a four-point, final-day 
deficit had only been erased twice (USA 1999, Europe 2012). 
The first three matches looked promising for the U.S. Thomas 
defeated Rory McIlroy, Koepka tied Paul Casey and Webb 
Simpson defeated the top ranked player in the world, Justin 
Rose.

The U.S. flirted with a comeback early on, but faltered late. 
Reed and Tony Finau were the only two golfers on the U.S. to 
defeat their European opponent; the seven other matches went 
to Europe.

The U.S. will have a chance to reclaim the trophy in 2020 
at Whistling Straits in Haven, Wis. Unfortunately, Woods and 
Mickelson will likely be replaced by then, but the U.S. should 
definitely consider making these players captains.

THE UNITED STATES LOST ON EUROPEAN SOIL, AGAIN
DAVID FORD

Youngstown State University will play in the Guardian Credit Union FCS Kickoff on Aug. 24, 2019 at the historic Cramton Bowl in Montgomery, Ala.
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With the first practice in the books, the 
Youngstown State University Men’s basketball 
team prepares for the 2018-2019 season. The 
team has a month’s worth of practice and two 
scrimmages before embarking on the 32-game 
regular season. 

While a 32-game season is a long one, there’s 
also a long offseason. Now that it’s over, the 
team is ready to get back to work at practice.  

YSU head coach Jerrod Calhoun is in his 
second season as the head coach of the Penguins 
after taking over for Jerry Slocum prior to last 
season. Calhoun and the Penguins went 13-21 
in his first season and went just 5-13 within the 
conference.

Without making the adjustments he did 
last season as a coach in a new program, the 
transition has been much easier this season for 

the Penguins head coach. 
“I think everything [is more comfortable],” 

Calhoun said, “From a familiarity within the 
Horizon League, to how the travel works, to 
how the teams play to what we have coming 
back. I think anytime you’re going into your 
second year, it slows down a little bit.”

“I’m just excited to hit the floor with this 
team,” Naz Bohannon said. “Coach went and 
got guys he believes that can play, and we just 
have animals. We’re ready to go. I walked in and 
couldn’t wait to practice today.”

Bohannon played in all 32 games as a 
freshman with the Penguins while making 
31 starts. He was also named to the Horizon 
League All-Freshman team. Averaging eight 
rebounds per game, Bohannon was and will be 
a big part of the Penguins offensive attack after 
clearing the glass.

The team’s only other sophomore, Garrett 
Covington, also believes in the makeup of the 

team going into this season.
“We can get after it offensively and 

defensively,” Covington said. “We won’t 
be known for one specific player, we’re 
multifaceted.”

Covington also understands what it takes to 
finish a great season.

“It’s a marathon not a sprint, just stay the 
course. We’re going to have highs and lows, but 
just try to stay consistent every day and come 
with the same intensity and work ethic,” he 
said.

Covington started in 24 of his 32 appearances 
last season, averaging eight points per game and 
scored in double-figures 13 times. 

“I’m just looking forward to playing; I can’t 
wait until Nov. 6,” Covington said referring 
to the season opener at the University of 
Pittsburgh. “[Showing] the city what we’re 
made of, we’ve got some real talent this year. 
It’s important to win early to get the town 

buzzing.”
While the season will come quickly, there’s 

still a lot of work to be done in the next month 
for the Penguins, most of which will be done 
in practice. The practice sessions that will take 
place in October set the tone for the season in 
several areas. 

“Each week as a staff we try to progress at 
certain things,” Calhoun said. “The big thing 
early is just establishing not taking plays off. 
Trying to get these guys better each play.”

“Us just continuing to be competitive and 
just having fun,” Covington said. “It’s pretty 
exciting for us so we’re looking forward to it.” 

“In the summer we said, ‘grind in silence,’” 
Bohannon said. “Of course, in preseason we’ve 
been ranked really low in all of that, but let’s 
just worry about us. Let’s work as hard as we 
can and if we outwork everybody, why can’t we 
go and cut down nets in March?”

YSU MEN’S BASKETBALL SEASON OFFICIALLY
BEGINS WITH FIRST PRACTICE

JOSHUA FITCH 

Photos courtesy of YSU Sports Information
Garrett Covington (#32) goes up for a layup against Butler University as Naz Bohannon (#33) boxes out. Both will be key pieces for Youngstown State this season.


