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aiuiES OF TLE ACADEMIC COUNCIL - Tuesday, Jwme 2, 1570
The meeting was convened at 1:00 p in the Executive Conference Roon.
Present werc: Deans Byo, Dykcma, Chu rionon, Miller, Mrs, Joseph Smith,

Registrar, and DPr. Edgar.

Mrs. Joseph Smith, Registrar, discussed with the dgans the deadline
cate for *oportlﬂo wradcs of students who are graduating in the June

ok
conrmiencement. It was agreed that Mrs. Smith would prepare a letter to
he faculty which she would provide the dJdeans who ,could distribute it,
dding whatever other comments they would like. In the letter the
"8-hour dcadline would be mentioned, and a final deadline for srades of
graduating students would be set at 12:00 Noon Saturday, June 13. Mrs.
Smith also agreced to ask the Computer Center to supply two copies of
the Senior Class Rosters so that one copy would be available to the deans.

Dean Miller initiated a general discussion of problems associated with
commencement: the possibility that we should cease trying to hand out
actual diplomas at the time of commencement; the nced to have more than

bwo commencements a year; the uovaﬁollity of representation from the
istrar's Office on the Ceremonia Affairs Comnittee; and the perrenia
blem of ruaolnp all the names of graduating sLudvnus. Dean Dy<cm also
ed attention to the reouirement 5;otcd on page 47 of the now Catalog

¢ student is not a candidate for a2 degrece until he has been admitted
to the upper division of the University, and to the lack of any machinery
to cnf01cc this regulation.

The second problem on the Agenda was the change in the grade point average
requirement for graduation Cum Laude. The University Senate in’ session on
February 7, 1969 raised the minimum roquircment to 3.4. The motion on w“*cn
the Senate voted did not, however, include an effective date. Questions

have been raised by students who entered. the University under a catalog in
which the minimum requirement was 3.3. The new requirement first apnearcd
in the 1969-70 ”nlvcrslty Catalog and appears, of course, in the 1970-71
Catalog. Former Vice President Coffield did not apply the new requirement
to students graduating in 1969, on the grounds that it had not been suffi-
ciently publicized. OCn motion bv Dean DvAcnu, scconded by Dean Charignon,
it was voted to apply the new Cum Laude requirement for the 1970 graduations.

There was a discussion of problems assoc A“tcd'with evaluating transcripts
with Pass-Tail grades or employing other non-grading systems. After some
discussion, it was decided that no real proo¢cmb had yet presented them-
selves to us in this regard, and that we would wait until theyddid so before
attempting to take any action.

According to present regulations, printed on page 46 of the new catalog, the
last 45 quarter hours leading to the degree mu e completed at YSU, except
for Pre-forestyy, Pre-law, and Pre- ﬂcdlcal curricula., Any modification of
this requirement must be approved by the : Prcs dent for Academic Afrairs,
Dcan Swaxtcz had reported pe etitions by StLuc ts wanting to take as much as

hours, in one case, and 29, in another, clse “cr“ in completing their
Youngstown Degree.



Discussion revealed current practice to be restricted to allowing
one course, and possible two, to be taken elscwhere; that is, at most,

from & to 10 quarter hous. It was agreed that deans would be allowed to
anprove deviztions from the rule accoxdingly, obviously on justification

in each 1iuvv idual case, and that it would be unlikcly that the Vice
President for \bhg01.c Affalrs would apnrove anything higher. The Academic
Vice President also was asked to suggest to the \cnccm€ Affairs Committece
of the Senate that it suucy the practice in other schools concerning
exemption of Pre-law and Pre-medical curricula frem such a regulation.

Problems were discussed that result from the fact that the summer

cemmencement is scheduled for Wednesday, September 2, which is the same

day that final exams end for the Summer Quarter. It was agreced that carly
0

examinations for graduating students was the y answer to these provlems.
2limina y evaluation
Lngcchu this pro-

There was brief discussion of the desirabi
he beginning of the

of student records in the Junior ycar., iz, I
cedure, complaining that deferring evaluatl
Senior year often resulted in the discovery credit hours useless for
the degree the student is seeking, thus forcing him to take additional hours
to ﬂra‘uat‘. The deans present CYU“““SG& themselves as feeling
happened most often bbca“su of a change in the carcer or degree objective
of the st du“t and, therefore, was lavgely unavoidable, that the loss of
certain hours creditable to the degreec in such cases could not be prevented
by the earlicr evaluation of the student's record. It was SUVULSLCJ that
sgro produce concrete evidence of avoidable losses of credits that
could be curcd by evaluation in the Juni
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May 25, 1970

r. Nicholas S. Kladitis
1000 Hegley Street
Farrell, Pennsylvania 16121

Dear Mr. Kladitis:

Y As per your request in our recent conference, | have reviewed
with care the matter of the change of grade point requirement for
minimum graduation with honors. The University Senate In session
on February 7, 1969 raised the minimum requirement to 3.4, This
first appeared in the 1969-70 University catalog and now appears on
page 55 in the 1970-71 catalog.

On the basis of thls action It Is my interpretation that the 3.4 mini=
mum requirement must be met before an individual can be so recognized
at all future commencements. '

|
Sincerely,

Willlam H. Coffield
Vice Presldent for
Academic Affalrs

WHCibjn |
/
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