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O Don, Fiist of all, | know thal you weire insttumental in getting the 1adio station started at
YSU, but I also know that you kind of had a life long intetest in radio. I am kind of interested in
finding out something about that life long mterest and your activities in radio prior to the
establishment of WYSU I'M

E Well, I had taken a number of cowses inradio  When I was in the army 1 was down at
the University of St Louis They had classes so | took some there Of course television was just
starting Radio was the most important thing 1 could have stayed in St Louis because a woman
and her husband, I can’t icmember his name, taught a class and they were starting a radio station
They hirted some people out of o class and they told me to stay down there because it would be
a great thing going  So I got interested and [ thought why not buy one of my own So, T asked
around and I met some fellows who weie buying into one and we had one located down in
Florida They wanted $30,000 for it at the time It was an FM station and FM wasn’t doing
much good You could buy almost any FM station for piactically nothing. After Mr Gersovich
came into the department we got the idea that we might buy one together Lou Molner, who was
the chief technician down at the station that they had in Struthers and that Mr Gersovich put on
the ait, was coming along He would be the engineer, someone would be the salesman, and
someone would be the announcer  So, we found one over in Sharon for $25,000, which we
didn’t buy because we got involved in something like this That station went for, it was almost
unbelievable, a million dollars recently 1t wasn’t Shaion It was over towards the east, I forgot
just wheie Anyhow, I was always interested in that soit of thing Of course, I haven’t been a
radio amateur since 1931 1 was on the ain with my amatew station and interested in that sort of
thing Talways thought it would be nice (o buy into a station You know, there was some
opening in Youngstown, one that just 1ecently sold, which T was interested in A friend of mine,
Tony Ross, was the owner  He said, “Don, get into it now [t is a great time A time to make it
Get into it and make money and do good 7 And they did fine with PBW T was always
interested in that, but then I got to thinking why not a tadio station on the campus They were
statting then and 1 was listening, at the time, to WCLYV in Cleveland, which was a fine arts
station

I would call them quite often Lo tell how they weire 1eceiving They would call us to see
how we wete teceiving them down here 1 got to know  oh, the name escapes me, who does the
announcing | got to know him and T thought, “Well, why not a fine arts station in Youngstown
on the University’s campus?” It scemed right that we should have something that would reflect
the cultuie and everything of ow University, [iom music to diama and everything else That
would work out fine [ couldn’t get much mterest in it 1om the people at the University
Although, I talked to Piesident Jones about it and he said, “Well Don, that would be very nice if *
we had the money ” We didn’t have all that much money back then

O This was 1 the eaily 60's?



E Yes He said, “Go ahead If you want to, you can Tty and 1aise some money ” I didn’t
feel that his interest was that much. He liked me because we got along fine [ think anything I'd
have come in with, an idea, he’d have gone along with if it sounded reasonable So, we didn’t
get very tar with that Mi Jones left and 12t Pugsly came on campus and I got to be real friendly
with him

O So the Universily became a State Univeisity It was no longer a private school It
became a State University?

E That’s nnght Money became moie available, plus the fact that I discoveled you could get
money fiom Washington for a station on this educational netwoik

O PBS?

E And il it would match, matching funds, they talked about all of that at the time. Finally,
Mt Gersovich came to teach in the depairtment

O [ think I was just coming to the University | came, I believe, in 1967, 1968 was my
first year [ think Steve was heie, he was woiking, I think, part-time, in the department.

E Well, it was some time betote [ got him tull-time He came and taught part-time and, of
couise, the high school station’s cheices wasn’t the kind of programming we wanted They did a
lot of semi-populai, ethnic stuff and that Anyhow, we would join the network which, either they
didn’t want o1 wasn’{ available to us A University station seemed the practical way to go.

Theie was only aboul one fiequency open in Youngstown for that sort of thing [ knew
somebody was going to get it [hat was one of the atguments I gave to President Pugsly and he
investigaled and found out it was tiue  He got interested immediately He said he thought it
would be a good job  He liked good music and he had a good 1adio in his car.

O He was a painter, wasn’t he?
7

»

E He was intetested in the aits and after we got the station in there he was one of our most
valuable, I don’t think money, suppotters Ie was always listening to us He would tune it in
and he would let us know how he teceived it ot didn’t 1eceive  He was our voice out there. He
would diive 1o Columbus 1o tell us how (a1 down that way he could hear us, he wanted to pick up
coming back So 1 said 1o Steve Gersovich, “We will go over and you go along and talk Tell
about how you put the station on sown 1 Sttuthets ” So, we went over one day and we really got



to talking and he said, the Piesident said to me, * What do you think it will take?” At the time I
said, “Oh, atound $75,000 was the figue [ had come up with ™ So that sounded reasonable He
said he would think it over A week o1 two later he called me and he said, “Do you think that is
enough?” | said, “Well get as much as we can  That is what we’ll do  The quality and
everything of what we get 7 So he said, “Well, let’s make it a $100,000 ” He gave full, fast
suppoit Beloie you know it Steve and I aic flying back and forth between here and Washington
to meetings and (o lawyer, we had a lawyer down there that had to make me study 1 wanted
WYSU and there was a KYSU somewheic out in North Dakota someplace That was as close as
it came to ow call [ was just set on WY'SU, fine aits broadcast And so, we got on the air We
put it over in the  Down the hall fiom mv office in the

O Tn the old motel wasn™ 11?

E We had to put owm tower out there which is a bad place for it It was down the hall there
We couldn’t have put it up any higher because the Landsdown airport, which has never been
anything wotth  They protested a higher tower because they said it was in their landing pad
You could sit thete for days on end and vou could never find a plane going over there landing.
We were just held thete fo1 a number of yeaus  Incidentally, now we are on the tower for
WKBN, up above 300 some feet We have increased ow coverage by over fifty to sixty percent,
just by putting it up therte  We managed to get the friequency, which was fairly fiee, except we
had to have a iathelr clover leaf pattein so we wouldn’t interfere with the station in the area and
went ovel in Canada and a lew other stations  Now, Westminster has a small station

O A small station
E It was a campus station really
O How many watts was WYSU when it staited out?

E We statted out amound 30,000 Right now it 1s 50,000 Tt was 40,000 before we put up
Todd, now it has gone up to 50,000, twenty-four hows a day

0 Twenty-four hows a day



E Every day of the yeut

0O You staited form the very beginning - You had a program
E Well Tl tell you, I wanted one hut T was trying to get Dan interested. So, [ gave it to

He took it To1 about a month | two months

0 Was this Biome?

E No, not Biome

0] Heton?

E No, he ditects the vpeta

O Oh! Vogel, Don Vogel

E Don Vogel took it, and he said, “T can’t keep it up ™ It is 1ather sttange, and I don’t take
this as a dig al Dana, but they were very interested and they backed us on the fine arts thing But
when it came time to get anymoie in there because it 1equires a lot of work

O Takes a certain kind of commitiment, doesn’t it?

E Well, it does

0 Theie is you, thete is Mattin Beiget, theie is Charles Darling They have been for years
You thiee are main stakes



E Darling, he’s been aleng for  He has his own boatd at home where he puts it on tape,
which T don’t do, | go up there and tape it

0] I didn’t know that, he’s got his own boaid?

E He biings the tape in, all teady to go I always thought I would like to do that but, for
years, I did the whole thing mysell” [hen, when I had my heart attack, I came off the air for a
while Finally, I couldn’t opetate the board T can’t even type, even to this day I had enough
trouble getting my amatew 1adio on the an heie [ had to have Frank come out one day and help
me do this 1 finally got it back on the ann but I used to do the whole show 1 started out writing
everything and then I got to know whete [ could just bring it off 1 didn’t wiite anything because
it sounds as if you ate teading it If you can’t know enough about what you are doing, you
shouldn’t do it Se, | find out about music and know what I want to say, say it, and now I use the
students Students help me pat it together on a Thursday and then it is aired on Saturday

O This is a pogram that has run continuousl
pieg Y

E Well, it was Saturday night on Broadway and then it was Sunday night, not on Broadway
because there is nothing on Bioadway | lorget what I called it for a little while I had an hour
and a half

0O Twenty-two years we aie talking

E [ have done most ol it without missing except a few times when I have been in the
hospital and I had to get thete without waining  Like now, I am going and I'll air ahead. T'll
have thiee, four weeks aned on tape so that by that time [ hope I'm out I use students and I get
very good students There ate some very good people They go on and do wotk, their jobs, not
that theite are many jobs There ate all kinds of places 1adio people can go besides stations In
factories, and places like that, they have a lot of that kind of thing They get jobs doing that A
lot of ow1 woik is volunteer  Of cowise now we have underwritets

0 Theie is some [und raising going on now, isn’( there? There is someone who is hired just
to
E Oh yes she does public telations woik  She goes atound and gets underwriters For

instance, the undetwiiter o1 my show is Manchester Bennett Powers and Ullman Law Firm and
they have been undetwiiting us

0 Pugsly saw the P R capacity to having an F M station, that is what he saw as the value of
it
E 1t should 1eflect a ceriain type ol cultuie that maybe not everybody appreciates but when

it’s theie they look at it



0 [t adds to the cultwal life of the commumity [t is a cultural institution

E That is 11ight  Ow suppotiers ate If it goes off the air for an hour they are
O Very intense suppotlets
E Oh, they aie and they give money [ have one gentleman, Robert Cole over in Canfield,

who buys me a lot of my disks He’ll go 1o New Yotk to see a show and I'll get them in the mail
then

O [ have heard bis name a lot as a And he buys days

E: He’ll buy a whole day He is on ow commitiee  We have a citizen’s committee I came
walking with him out of a meeting in Kilcawley when I saw this big white car in the lawn I said
who comes to the university in that thing” And he said *Oh that’s mine ”

0 That’s miue

E He says T spent 35 thousand dollats last year I found out that he is an Ursuline graduate.
I was talking the other day to my ex-son-in-Jaw’s sister and we had breakfast quite often and I
forgot to ask, his mother just died and he is fifty-five He came the other day we had a
big meeting, a community meeting out in the WKBN Tower there was that long car.

O Yeah, geez, the only gieat supporters I can think of one and that would be Hilda Guard

E Ob Hilda Guatd geez, She thinks it's great  We have doctors, lawyers, people who turn
up and call in and we have very, very sttong suppoiters

0 How is the fund 1aising going? | kinow that there is a public appeal for support and that
has been going on fo1 ] don’t know how many yeais [ive or ten years

E Well we have it twice a year fo1 a week ot so
O It is coming up soon?
E [t is caming up, yes this month ['ll make it probably if nobody else knows about it and

we will have mostly call- ins and things and it has been effective 1 think It impresses the right
people you know and we we still getting  we get suppott fiom the national and all of that, they
cut that way down ’ :
0 The univetsity o1 the state funding 1eally subsidizes it

E Oh state funding, we get

0O Yeah but it’s not as expensive as television wheie you are talking about it and dropping



the budget

E Ohno Well we have probably the lowest number of full time people of anyone I know.
They have twenty-live, we have {ive

O At the tadio station?

E Yeah, they have news people, we don’t have that They have public relations and all that,
I would say they have at least twenty We have five, plus people who volunteer, and once in
awhile we a lot and people will say oh that iclla announced the other night, it was a student and
you can tell a student nght away to a felia who has had experience but they are going to be better
and they have some commeticial stations and they sound better with some background So we
put them on and they ate usually very eflicient They ate very reliable people and you can tell by
their voice and their work  But we have (o use those people because you know how long it takes,
if you have to get o1 pull the ieconds for a four how show and then air it, that is a lot of work So
we went to cantying jazz at night and we got all kinds of reactions  Someone (whose name |
won’t mention) said you know | put that on to go to sleep with it. [ said you’ve gotta take a pill
But we had jazz and theie ate people who like it

O The program has diversified over the years, it was kinda purely classical
E Well we have to soften it up a little, so to speak 1 have to be very careful
E Now ’ll tell you a lunny thing that happened there Right aftei we went on the air, I

went into a certain office and T found thitty Costellonis 1ecords. I played them on my show, and
I played one last week  Costellonis plays Bioadway musicals, but I could see that soaking in, ya
know? You pull out a 1econd that is kind of nonchalant 1ight between the drums and Beethoven,
it wouldn’t work  [f you tiy (o please everybody, you end up pleasing nobody, and I don’t think
we have to please everybody, anymote than commercial stations please everybody 1 think there
is an audience Now when we went on another sistet station, another university, that is not too
far fiom hete, I won’t mention the name 1t was all student-operated and all jazz And all of the
professors got together and demanded that we go ow way because they had been listening to our
station and now we had some competition Now T won’t tell you what station or university it is
but it is 1ight next to ow fiequency and sometimes people tune it in by mistake There is always
the atgument over who listens to classical music  Well a lot of people and I went on, and well
my philosophy was that you don’t go on and build yow university and build your curriculum
around populatity I mean, how many people ate going to come up and do this? I don’t think
the university station should have to please, you know I think they should approach it from the
university’s point ol view The best in music, like we want the best in something else, and that
has been our philosophy ever since and we had, fou instance, for the first five yeais I spent a big
amount of time talking to students about that philosophy, they wanted student shows. Now my
son-in-law’s brother had a student jazz show on at Kent They said the students had their own
thing over there and they played that and so we talked about it, and it took a little while to get om
point actoss Now we don’t hear a thiog about it Another thing that we had happen, they



wanted to broadcast all ot (he spoits evenis Then the commercial stations called us and they
said, we want them, il they aic avatlable we want them That is how we quieted that down, and
that woiked out well as far as T am conceined  We never wanted them, we never wanted them
1eally  You ate gong to have ttouble, who are you going to get as announcers? Who are you
going to get to handle #1? Tt wasn’t all that easy

0 It is distuptive Lo the natuie of vow progiamming too It is very jarring.

E For instance we have caiied the Metiopolitan Opeta since we went on, we have to carry
it on a Satwday, we cannot tape it and play it We cannot play it at any other time, yet thete are a
lot of people who Like to throw it off and vet there are a lot that listen to it  So we are caught
Sometimes we tiain the people on what we can give, but I kinda wanted, T could see we catry
mole news now than we used to, il you noticed? And we caity more talk shows, because they

are a bit Do you ever listen to that cai thing on Saturday?

0 [do,1do

E They arc crazy nuls

O lhey’ve become very popular | hey are duing some advertizing now, they have a

national contract {or T fotget what itis, but 1 know that they have a national contract

E You would be stnpiised the teaction they got fiom people who I didn’t even know
listened to us

0 Car Talk

E Yeah Car Talk, iU’s a real popular one  And of course we always have Hoss, and he has a
following And we put him on twice, 1l we put hum on once, we hear rumples

O . Tlisten o the money progiam on Saturdays also right after car talk, and that is a good one
because it is in depth

E We found that Satwday motning 1s a good time  Then we go to the Opera, but Saturday
moining is mostly talk shows We have a lot of people, like dentists and doctors who run that
thing in thei1 office They don’t want a lot of talk  Then we have people who say oh they want
news, oh we want mote local news We don’t have a staff {or local news We can’t carry that,
we fiy to give news about the campus and that soit of thing but at all times I think we should
consider omselves PR for the campus, then we tiy to do that but canying local news is a different
stoty

O Thete are some headlines that you can use, but that is about it

E Yeah we could toss that in, and we have weathel 1eports because the students like that,



they like to do those so we kind ol tuin those over to them

0O [ am kind of interested in the personalitics that weire a part of WYSU over the years and
the fitst petson who comes to mind is Bill Foster  'What memories do you have of Bill Foster?

E Well you know Bill 1tan a music stote down on Lincoln Avenue. T knew Bill back then,
Bill had been a highway patiolman and among other things a musician So I passed Bill one day
on the way to (he station and he satd “Heyv Don come here, you are going to need an announcer
for those petforming arts 1 said “Bill could you handle it?” He said sure so I said make us a
tape You know we had tapes but his was so fai ahead of anybody’s His wife came to me after
he dies and thanked me  She said we got maiied shottly after this, she said you know Bill was
just changed afier this and he did a good jub, he took it seiiously, only there was this one time
when he was shoved all over the dial and Bill said “This is whete | want to be ” He said “I'm not
going 1o change my way of life to be wheie you want me to be ” And they were shoving him all
ovei the place, and 1 backed him, | backed him 1 said “Steve, leave him alone, he’s doing a good
job” We got in tiouble once, he said ™I hank god it’s Friday ” He got in trouble for that and
some people called m and told us don’t say that anymole What would they say, um, Thank god
it’s Fiiday, and Bill would go over 1o the dentist’s place afterwards, ya know?

O Bob Sackernman?
E Yeah

O The Flying Club

E So Bill canw over and said what 15 this? 1 can’t say that? I said just don’t say it for a
while
0 Was he a great joke tellet atound vou? 1know at The Flying Club he was just one of the

gicat 1ecanters

E Oh Yeah The day Hoss came into town Bill entertained him up at his place and they just
sat thete [o1 thiee hows iy ing to out tell each othet, Hoss had just as many as he had It was the
craziest evening I've ever had  That Hoss is quite a fellow

O e loves 1o tell a story too, doesn't he?

E Oh yes And Bill would always have a few stoties to tell I miss him, I miss him a lot
He is one of the people T can count on two hands the people I miss, and I miss Bill a lot

0 I’m kind of cutious about the development of TV, there was 1adio there then TV got
going

E They asked me 1 T thought we should have TV and I said yeah because Kent had it And



petmanent by taxing il 1o a department  Well they say if you give all of this money to a
department, it’s going to make the other ones jealous and that sort of thing It got that way so I
think it was a mistake

O This was a local production facility hete in Youngstown, there was one over in Kent and
then in Akton

E Every university had one, and then you had your drive for money at channel 45 and all
thiee would take patt in i, and it worked out fine And we had the finest equipment We had a
band, we had exerything  So when you ask me wheie it went, I hate to think about it

O That statted ai what ime? Was that the mid-seventies when the TV came in?
O [t lasted fo1 about ten years then? Maybe not quite that long
E I don’t think it lasted more than {ive

0 And then there was the selling off of the equipment Then the mothballing of the TV
production studio ot a while

E I’d 1ather not discuss it
O Disappointment

E Well all I'm going to say 1s that it never should have happened



0 Don, Fiist of all, I know that you wete instrumental in getting the 1adio station started at
YSU, but I also know that you kind of had a life long interest in radio 1 am kind of interested in
finding out something about that life long interest and your activities in radio piior to the

establishment of WYSU FM

E Well, T had taken a number of cowses in tadio  When I was in the army I was down at
the Univeisity of St Louis They had classes so I took some there Of course television was just
starting Radio was the most impoitant thing I could have stayed in St Louis because a woman
and he1 husband, I can’t temember his name, taught a class and they were starting a radio station
They hited some people out of ow class and they told me to stay down there because it would be
a great thing going So I got inteiested and | thought why not buy one of my own So, I asked
around and I met some fellows who weie buying into one and we had one located down in
Flotida They wanted $30,000 fo1 it at the time It was an FM station and FM wasn’t doing
much good You could buy almost any FM station for practically nothing After Mr Gersovich
came into the depattment we got the idea that we might buy one together Lou Molner, who was
the chief technician down at the station that they had in Struthers and that Mr Gersovich put on
the ait, was coming along He would be the engineer, someone would be the salesman, and
someone would be the announcet  So, we found one over in Sharon for $25,000, which we
didn’t buy because we got involved in something like this That station went for, it was almost -
unbelievable, a million dollais recently It wasn’t Sharon It was over towards the east, I foigot
just where Anyhow, I was always interested in that sort of thing Of course, I haven’t been a

radio amatew since 1931 I was on the a1t with my amatew station and interested in that sort of



thing I always thought it would be nice to buy into a station You know, there was some
opening in Youngstown, one that just 1ecently sold, which I was inteiested in A friend of mine,
Tony Ross, was the owner He said, “Don, get into it now It is a great time. A time to make it
Get into it and make money and do good ” And they did fine with PBW I was always
interested in that, but then [ got to thinking why not a 1adio station on the campus They were
starting then and I was listening, at the time, to WCLYV in Cleveland, which was a fine arts
station

I would call them quite often to tell how they were receiving They would call us to see
how we wete 1eceiving them down heie [ got to know oh, the name escapes me, who does the
announcing [ got to know him and [ thought, “Well, why not a fine arts station in Youngstown
on the University’s campus?” It seemed tight that we should have something that would reflect
the culture and everything of out University, fiom music to drama and everything else That
would woik out fine 1 couldn’t get much intetest in it from the people at the University
Although, I talked to Piesident Jones about it and he said, “Well Don, that would be very nice if
we had the money ” We didn’t have all that much money back then

0 This was in the ealy 60's?

E Yes He said, “Go ahead If you want to, you can Try and 1aise some money ” I didn’t
feel that his intetest was that much He liked me because we got along fine I think anything I’d
have come in with, an idea, he’d have gone along with if it sounded reasonable So, we didn’t

get very far with that Mr Jones left and D1 Pugsly came on campus and I got to be real friendly

with him



0 So the University became a State University It was no longe: a private school It

became a State Univetsity?

E That’s 1ight Money became moie available, plus the fact that I discovered you could get

money flom Washington for a station on this educational netwotk

O PBS?

E And if it would match, matching funds, they talked about all of that at the time Finally,

M1 Geisovich came to teach in the depattment

0 I think [ was just coming to the Univeisity [ came, I believe, in 1967 1968 was my

fiist yean | think Steve was heie, he was woiking, I think, part-time, in the department

E Well, it was some time before T got him full-time He came and taught part-time and, of
course, the high school station’s choices wasn’t the kind of programming we wanted They did a
lot of semi-popular, ethnic stuff and that Anyhow, we would join the network which, either they
didn’t want o wasn’t available to us A University station seemed the practical way to go.

Theie was only about one frequency open in Youngstown for that sort of thing 1 knew
somebody was going 1o get it That was one of the arguments I gave to Piesident Pugsly and he -
investigated and found out it was ttne  He got interested immediately He said he thought it

would be a good job He liked good music and he had a good radio in his car



O He was a painter, wasn’t he?
%

E: He was interested in the atts and after we got the station in there he was one of our most
valuable, I don’t think money, suppoiters He was always listening to us He would tune it in
and he would let us know how he teccived it o1 didn’t receive  He was our voice out theie He
would diive to Columbus to tell us how far down that way he could heat us, he wanted to pick up
coming back So I said to Steve Geisovich, “We will go over and you go along and talk Tell
about how you put the station on sown I Struthers ” So, we went over one day and we really got
to talking and he said, the President said to me, “ What do you think it will take?” At the time I
said, “Oh, atound $75,000 was the figuwre I had come up with ” So that sounded reasonable He
said he would think it over A week o1 two later he called me and he said, “Do you think that is
enough?”’ T said, “Well get as much as we can That is what we’ll do. The quality and
everything of what we get ” So he said, “Well, let’s make it a $100,000 ” He gave full, fast
suppoit Before you know it Steve and 1 are flying back and forth between here and Washington
to meetings and to lawyel, we had a [awyer down thete that had to make me study I wanted
WYSU and thete was a KYSU somew here out in North Dakota someplace That was as close as
it came to ow call T was just set on WYSU, {ine arts broadcast. And so, we got on the ait We

putit over inthe  Down the hall {iom my office in the

0 In the old motel wasn’t it?

E We had to put our towe1 out there which is a bad place for it It was down the hall theie

We couldn’t have put it up any higher because the Landsdown airport, which has never been



anything woith . They protested a higher tower because they said it was in their landing pad
You could sit theie for days on end and you could never find a plane going over there landing
We were just held theie for a number of years Incidentally, now we are on the tower for
WKBN, up above 300 some feet We have incieased our coverage by over fifty to sixty percent,
just by putting it up therte  We managed to get the fiequency, which was fairly fiee, except we
had to have a rather clover leaf pattein so we wouldn’t inteifere with the station in the area and

went over in Canada and a few othe1 stations Now, Westminster has a small station

0 A small station
E It was a campus station 1eally
0 How many watts was WYSU when it started out?

E We started out atound 30,000 Right now it is 50,000 It was 40,000 befoie we put up

Todd, now it has gone up to 50,000, twenty-four hours a day

O Twenty-four houts a day

E Every day of the yea

O You statted form the very beginning You had a program



E Well I’ll tell you, I wanled one but I was trying to get Dan interested So, I gave it to

He took it for about a month , two months

O Was this Biome?

E No, not Biome

O Heion?

E No, he ditects the opera

0 Oh! Vogel, Don Vogel

E Don Vogel took it, and he said, “I can’t keep it up ™ It is rather strange, and I don’t take

this as a dig at Dana, but they weie veiy intetested and they backed us on the fine arts thing But

when it came time to get anymore in there because it 1equires a lot of work

O Takes a cettain kind of commitient, doesn’t it?

E Well, it does

0O There is you, thete is Maitin Beiget, thete is Charles Darling They have been for years

You thiee ate main stakes



E Dailing, he’s been along for  He has his own boaid at home where he puts it on tape,

which I don’t do, 1 go up thete and tape it

O [ didn’t know that, he’s got his own board?

E He biings the tape in, all 1eady to go 1 always thought T would like to do that but, for
years, [ did the whole thing myself Then, when I had my heart attack, I came off the air for a
while Finally, I couldn’t operate the board 1 can’t even type, even to this day I had enough
trouble getting my amatew 1adio on the air hete 1 had to have Frank come out one day and help
me do this I finally got it back on the air but [ used to do the whole show 1 started out writing
everything and then I got to know wheie [ could just bring it off I didn’t write anything because
it sounds as if you ate teading it Tf you can’t know enough about what you are doing, you
shouldn’t do it So, I find out about music and know what I want to say, say it, and now [ use the

students Students help me put it together on a Thursday and then it is aired on Saturday

O This is a progtam that has 1un continuously

E Well, it was Saturday night on Bioadway and then it was Sunday night, not on Broadway

because thete is nothing on Bioadway | forget what I called it for a little while I had an how

and a hall’

0 Twenty-two yeais we aie talking



E I have done most of it withoul missing except a few times when I have been in the
hospital and I had to get there without waining Like now, I am going and I’l] air ahead I’ll
have three, four weceks aited on tape so that by that time I hope I'm out [ use students and I get
very good students Theie aie some very good people They go on and do work, their jobs, not
that thete are many jobs Theie aie all kinds of places 1adio people can go besides stations In
factoties, and places like that, they have a lot of that kind of thing They get jobs doing that A

lot of out wotk is volunteer  Of couise now we have underwriters.

0 There is some fund 1aising going on now, isn’t there? There is someone who is hited just
to
E Oh yes she does public telations woik  She goes around and gets underwriters For

instance, the underwiiter for my show is Manchester Bennett Powets and Ullman Law Firm and

they have been underwriting us

O Pugsly saw the P R capacity to having an F M station, that is what he saw as the value of
it
E It should 1eflect a cetlain type of cultuie that maybe not everybody appreciates but when

it’s thete they look at it

O 1t adds to the cultwial life of the community It is a cultuial institution



E That is 1ight Out suppoitets aie If it goes off the air for an how they are

O Vety intense suppottets

E Oh, they ae and they give money [ have one gentleman, Robert Cole over in Canfield,

who buys me a lot of my disks He’ll go to New Yoik to see a show and I’ll get them in the mail

then
0 1 have heaid his name a lot as a And he buys days
E He’ll buy a whole day e is on owr committee We have a citizen’s committee I came

walking with him out of a meeting in Kilcawley when I saw this big white car in the lawn 1 said

who comes to the university in that thing? And he said “Oh that’s mine

O That’s mine

E He says I spent 35 thousand dollais last year I found out that he is an Ursuline graduate

I was talking the other day to my ex-son-in-law’s sister and we had breakfast quite often and [

forgot to ask, his mothel just died and he is [ifty-five . He came the other day we had a

big meeting, a community meeting out in the WKBN Tower theie was that long cax

O Yeah, geez, the only gieat suppotters [ can think of one and that would be Hilda Guard



E Oh Hilda Guard geez, She thinks it’s gieat We have doctors, lawyers, people who turn

up and call in and we have very, vely stiong suppoiters

0 How is the fund 1aising going? I know that theie is a public appeal for support and that

has been going on fo1 I don’t know how many years five or ten years

E Well we have it twice a yeat fo1 a week o1 50
O: It is coming up soon?
E. It is coming up, yes this menth 1’1l make it probably if nobody else knows about it and

we will have mostly call- ins and things and it has been effective I think It impiesses the right
people you know and we are still getting  we get support from the national and all of that, they

cut that way down

O The untversity o1 the state {unding 1eally subsidizes it

E Oh state funding, we get

O Yeah bul it’s not as expensive as television whete you are talking about it and dropping -
the budget

E Oh no Well we have mobably the lowest number of full time people of anyone I know

They have twenty-five, we have live



O At the radio station?

E Yeah, they have news people, we don’t have that They have public 1elations and all that,
I would say they have at least twenly We have five, plus people who volunteer, and once in
awhile we a lot and people will sav oh that {ella announced the other night, it was a student and
you can tell a student 1ight away to a fella who has had experience but they are going to be better
and they have some commeicial stations and they sound better with some background So we
put them on and they aie usually very efficient They ate very reliable people and you can tell by
theit voice and theit woik But we have to use those people because you know how long it takes,
if you have to get or pull the 1ecords for a four hour show and then air it, that is a lot of work So
we went 1o catrying jazz at night and we got all kinds of reactions Someone (whose name |
won’t mention) said you know I put that on to go to sleep with it I said you’ve gotta take a pill

But we had jazz and theie are people who like it

O The program has divetsitied over the yeais, it was kinda puiely classical
E Well we have to soften it up a little, so to speak I have to be very careful
0 Yeah

E Now I'll tell you a funny thing that happened there. Right after we went on the air, [
went into a ceilain office and I found thiity Costellonis records. I played them on my show, and
I played one last week Costellonis plays Bioadway musicals, but I could see that soaking in, ya
know? You pull out a tecotd that is kind of nonchalant right between the drums and Beethoven, -
it wouldn’t woik If you t1y to please everybody, you end up pleasing nobody, and I don’t think
we have to please everybody, anymoie than comimercial stations please everybody 1 think there

is an audience Now when we went on another sister station, another university, that is not too



far fiom hete, T won’t mention the name [t was all student-operated and all jazz  And all of the
professors got togethet and demanded that we go our way because they had been listening to om
station and now we had some competition Now I won’t tell you what station or university it is
but it is tight next to ow fiequency and sometimes people tune it in by mistake There is always
the atgument over who listens to classical music  Well a lot of people and I went on, and well
my philosophy was that you don’t go on and build yow univetsity and build your curriculum
around populatity [ mean, how many people ate going to come up and do this? I don’t think
the univeisity station should have to please, you know I think they should approach it from the
university’s point of view 7'he hest in music, like we want the best in something else, and that
has been owr philosophy ever since and we had, for instance, for the first five years I spent a big
amount of time talking to students about that philosophy, they wanted student shows Now my
son-in-law’s biother had a student jazz show on at Kent They said the students had their own
thing over thete and they played that and so we talked about it, and it took a little while to get our
point acioss Now we don’t hear a thing about it Another thing that we had happen, they
wanted to bioadcast all of the spoits events Then the commeicial stations called us and they
said, we want them, if they are available we want them That is how we quieted that down, and
that worked out well as far as [ am concetned  We never wanted them, we never wanted them
really You aie going to have tiouble, who ate you going to get as announcers? Who ate you

going to get to handle it? It wasn’t all that easy

O It is distuptive to the natuic of you progiamming too It is very jarring

E For instance we have cattied the Metiopolitan Opera since we went on, we have to carry



it on a Saturday, we cannot tape il and play it We cannot play it at any other time, yet there are a
lot of people who like to thiow it off and yet theie ate a lot that listen to it  So we are caught
Sometimes we tiain the people on what we can give, but I kinda wanted, I could see we carry

mole news now than we used to, if you noticed? And we carry more talk shows, because they

are a bit Do you ever listen to that car thing on Saturday?

O Ido, ] do

E They aie crazy nuts

0 They’ve become very popular  They aie doing some advertizing now, they have a

national contiact for T forget what it is, but I know that they have a national contract

E You would be suipiised the 1eaction they got from people who I didn’t even know

listened to us

O Car Talk

E Yeah Cat Talk, it’s a real popular one  And of course we always have Hoss, and he has a

following And we put him on twice, il we put him on once, we hear tumples:

O [ listen to the money program on Satwdays also right after car talk, and that is a good one

because it is in depth



E We found that Satwday moining is a good time Then we go to the Opera, but Satwiday
morning is mostly talk shows We have a lot of people, like dentists and doctors who run that
thing in thei office They don’t want a lot of talk Then we have people who say oh they want
news, oh we want mote local news We don’t have a staff for local news We can’t carry that,
we t1y to give news about the campus and that sort of thing but at all times T think we should

consider owmselves PR foi the campus, then we tiy to do that but carrying local news is a different

story
0] Theie are some headlines that you can use, but that is about it
E Yeah we could toss that in, and we have weather 1eports because the students like that,

they like to do those so we kind ol tuin those over to them

0 I am kind of inteiested in the peisonalities that were a part of WYSU over the years and
the first person who comes to mind is Bill Foster  What memories do you have of Bill Foste1?

E Well you know Bill 1an a music store down on Lincoln Avenue I knew Bill back then,
Bill had been a highway patiolman and among other things a musician So I passed Bill one day
on the way to the station and he said “Hey Don come hete, you are going to need an announcer
for those petforming atts [ said “Bill could you handle it?” He said sure so I said make us a
tape You know we had tapes but his was so far ahead of anybody’s His wife came to me after
he dies and thanked me  She said we got maiiied shortly after this, she said you know Bill was
just changed after this and he did a good job, he took it setiously, only there was this one time
when he was shoved all over the dial and Bill said *This is whete I want to be ” He said “I’m not:
going to change my way of life to be wheie you want me to be ” And they were shoving him all
over the place, and I backed him, T backed him [ said “Steve, leave him alone, he’s doing a good

job” We got in tiouble once, he said “[hank god it’s Friday ” He got in trouble for that and



some people called in and told us don’( say that anymore What would they say, um, Thank god
it’s Fiiday, and Bill would go ovel to the dentist’s place afterwards, ya know?

O Bob Sackeiman?

E Yeah

0 The Flying Club

E So Bili came over and said what is this? 1 can’t say that? I said just don’t say it fora
while
O Was he a great joke teller asound you? I know at The Flying Club he was just one of the

great 1ecanters

E Oh Yeah The day Hoss came into town Bill entertained him up at his place and they just
sat there fo1 thiee howts hying to out tell each other, Hoss had just as many as he had It was the
craziest evening [’ve ever had That Hoss is quite a fellow

0 He loves to tell a stoty teo, doesn’t he?

E Oh yes And Bill would always have a few stories to tell I miss him, I miss him a lot.
He is one of the people I can count on two hands the people I miss, and I miss Bill a lot

0 I’'m kind of curious about the development of TV, thele was radio there then TV got
going

E They asked me it'I thought we should have TV and I said yeah because Kent had it And
they took it and 1an with it and got it, but thete again, I think it should have been made
petmanent by taxing it to a department  Well they say if you give all of this money to a
department, it’s going to make the othet ones jealous and that sort of thing It got that way so [
think it was a mistake

0 This was a local production lacility here in Youngstown, thete was one over in Kent and



then in Akion
E Every university had one, and then you had your drive for money at channel 45 and all
thiee would take part in it, and it worked out fine And we had the finest equipment We had a

band, we had everything So when you ask me where it went, I hate to think about it

O That starled at what time? Was that the mid-seventies when the TV came in?
E

0 It lasted fo1 about en years then? Maybe not quite that long

E I don’t think it lasted more than [1ve

0O And then thete was the selling off of the equipment Then the mothballing of the TV
production stwdio fo1 a while

E I’d yathet not discuss it

O: Disappointment

E Well all I’'m going to say is that it never should have happened



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

