
FOR RELEASE: IMMEDIATE Ccntact: Bob McGill 

Mailed February 11, 1985 

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio - The University Theatre of Younrstown State Universi~y will 

present Barrie Stavis' movinp: c.rama, ilHarpers Ferry, ,: in 8 p.m. Feb. 21, 22, 23, 

an~ Feb. 28, March 1, 2 in Ford Au i~orium, Bliss Hall, Wick Avenue. 

The play is basec. en John Brown's historic raid on Harpers Ferry, one of the 

evenLs which pushed ~he na~ion in~o civil war. 

Brown, a deducated man who believed he was God's p tner and haa been personally 

called to liberate the slaves, le a small, poorly equipped band of men ar.ainst 

the armory and arsenal a~ Harpers Ferry. More than just a history lesson, Stavis' 

drama deals with importan~ social issues an prejuc.ices which still confront us 

to aYe 

Because of the m ner in which 'IHarpers Ferry" i beinE': presented, casual 

attire is recommenGec. Altho rh the !eneral acmission seatin~ is on a non

reservec seat basis, early reservations are recommencec. because of limiLed 

seatinr.. 

Dr. John White of YounRstown, YSU archeolorisL, plays the role of the 

insUI'zent John Brown. Rosie Rokus-Boelhke of Younp:stown plays his wife, Mary. 

John Ka~i, Brown's second in c romana, is playec. by Rebert Spain of Warren, a 

social worker for Trumbull County Chilcren's Services and Craig W. Duff of 

Fowler ap ears ~s Col. Lewis Weshin_ton. 

The r Ie of Fred rick Douc-las is perfo~ed by Don Bryan~, Younr,stown. Others 

appearinr; in Lhe cas-c include Michael Anselo, Youni:stown) Pe.ul Ryan Byrne, Girard, 

To~d W. Dicken, Columbiana, Leah Flock, Canfield, limited service faculty member, 

Michael L. Greene, Sr., Warren, Tom Greene, YOun2SL~wn, Elsa C. Hir,by, Girard, 

Greeory D. James, Columbus, Charles Mastram and R!.Jbert McCorvey of YounrSl:own, 
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Kevin T. O'Neill, Willowick, Mark Passerrello, New Castles Pa., Roncle P. 

Franczkowski an\... Tom Pesce, Jr., Younsstown, Pe"ter A. Proctor ~ Salem, Dennis B. 

Reynolc.s, C1evelanc., Anthony Ruffin, YoungS1::own, and W. ick Shilling, Polane., 

a facul"ty member. 

"Harpers Ferryl: is c".irected by Christopher Mar"tin, founder nnd artistic 

cirec"tor of the Ci~ S"tae_ Company of New York City. He has a lonf, list of 

professional credi"ts in ac"tinr, direc"tincs pro ucinr, desi~nin~ and traB81atinr 

in "this coun"try and in Europe. He is "the winner of "tle OBIE, Villa~ r, ana 

OutEr Critic's Circle awards, and his proc.uc"ti DS of f;Peer Gynt l in "the 

1981-82 season ane. I:Faus"t:, Part One anJ PC1..!'"t Two, H have received international 

acclaim. His proe.uc"tion of the "0resteiaH is currently runninr: in New York. 

Mar"tin is assiS"tec by Michael Aurelo of Younr.stewn, Me~an Jones, Nor"th 

Jackson, Tina Lavarato, Liberty, and Carey Robins, New Wa"terford~ all YSU 

studem::s. 

The settinr. has been creL'.:"ted by Dr. Frank Cas"trcncvo of Boar(~man, YSU' s 

"thea"trical desirner. Universi"ty costumer Jane Shanabarser, als frem Boar an, 

is in charce of cos"tumes. 

The opening night "erformance n Thursday, Feb. 21, will be precee.ed by a 

free public lecture-eiscussion by Peter Bellamy, cri"tic-at-lar~e for the 

Cleveland Plain Dealer a"t 4 p.m. in the Spo"tli~h"t Arena Theatre, Bliss Hall. 

RespoDdin~ will be cirec"tor Chris"t pher Martin, playwrizht Barrie S"tavis, 

Ben"tley LenhJff, execu"tive direc"t'lr of the Younrstuwn Playh use, and Karl 

Schwab, entertainment edi~cr an ~rama critic of the Youn~s"town Vindicator. 

This presentation will be followed by a r;Meet the Playwrir,ht First Nirhters I 

Buffe"t 'i which will be servec. at 6 p.m. in "the Chestnut Room of Kilcawley Center 

on campus. The menu includes: Yankee potroas"t and vesetables, sou"thern fri 

chicken and new potatoes, Ohie corn. s"teamec ~een peas anc carrots, summer 

squash, Alabama s"tYle, Louisiana e=cplant casserole, southern pecan pie, bread 

pudcin;~ with whiskey sauce, "tossed winter ~r ens, marinated snap-bean casserole, 

spinach fettucini sala , and win"ter veretables wi~h poppy-seed dressinp..
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Immeciately followinr l:he 8 p.m. performance of !Harpers Ferry~;: the 

a ience is invil:ed to parl:icipal:e in a sympcsium with the cast anc crew of 

~he play led by elir ctor Chrisl:cpher Marl:in. This audience-particip2l:ion 

symposium will follow each performance of the play. 

ecause of limil:ec.: seal:inr: ~ early reserval:ions for the play and "First 

Nizh"ters' BU£fel:'; are recommended ant: may be made by phonin[': the University 

Theatre Box Office 3l: (216) 742-3105 from 10:15 a.m. unl:i1 5:15 p.m. week ays. 

Play tickets are $4 for the General public. Admissi n is free for YSU stu ents 

with I.D. cares. The COSl: of the buffet is $6.50 and pre-paid reserval:ions 

ere requirec.. 

IIHarpers Ferry" is presenl:ed as PElX't of l:he cull:ural offerinGS of l:he 

De aI'l:ffi8nl: of Speech Comrnunical:ion ane Theal:re of YSUls ColleGe of Fine ane 

Performin~ Arts, Fundinr, for this special celebral:ion of l:heatre involving 

1l,cal and. oUl:-of-l:own l:hea1:re professionals is proviced by the Younr:stoWll 

StaLe Universi1:Y Foun n1:ion as parL f the Raymond J. Wean-YSU 1985 Lectureship 

in l:heatre. 
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FOR RELEASE: IMMEDIATE Contact: Bob McGill 

Mailed February 11, 1985 

YOUNGSTOWN, Ohio - Fifteen faculty members at Youngst wn State University 

have been rranted faculty improvement leaves durin- the 1985-86 ~cademic year~ 

Dr. Neil D. Humphrey, president, announced. 

Under rovisions of the YSU-Ohio Educati.on Association agreement, such leaves 

are 2.pproved to further a faculty member's education 5 to carryon research, or 

secure appropriate ~rofessional experience. The purpose of the leave is to 

enhance the faculty member's performance in teaching, research, scholarship and 

university service. 

Approved for three quarter leaves: 

Syretha F. Cooper, Youncstown, associate professor, SociolOGY, Anthropology 
and Social Work 

Dr. J. Dou las FaiI'e , Pulaski, Pa., profes or, Mathematical and Compu~er 

Sciences 

Dr. Stephen A. Graf, PolanG, professor, PsycholOGY 

Marrraret • Horvath, Canfield, associate professor, Home Economics 

Dr. Pei HuanC, Aust intown, professor? History 

Janet S. Knapp $ Boardman, associate professor, Enp,lish 

Dr. Kathleen M. Kouel, Boarcman, associate professor, Speech ommunication 
and Theatre 

Games G. Lucas, Mineral Ric~e, professor, Art 

Dr. Mark A. Masaki, Younest. wn, associ te professor, Psychology 

Dr. Charles L. Reid, Youngstown, pI' fessor~ Philoso hy and Reli,iolls Studies 

Dr. Stephen E. Ro abaueh, Youngstown, associate professor~ Mathematical anu 
Computer Scie ces 
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Approved for three quarter leaves - cent. 

Dr. James P. Ronda~ Boardman, professor~ History 

Dr. Francis W. Smith, Salem, professor ~ Chemistry 

Robert J. Sorokach~ Liberty, professor~ Incustrial En~iQeerin 

For one quarter leave:� 

Dr. Juanita Roderick, Boardman, professor, Elementary Education� 
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