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B This is an interview with Mailene Ward for the Youngstown State University Oral

History Program It is about Women’s History and how life has changed for women The
interview is being done by Beth Burr at Mailene’s home on Jefferson Street in Jeffeirson, Ohio on
the 26th of Febiuary

Tell me about your childhood, what you did for fun, where you grew up, and our
hometown
W I was boin in 1932 in Jackson, Michigan vg\ére I spent the first seveial years of my life. [
grew up in a modest family 1had a mothet, father, and one sister. My mother did not work any
my fathe1 was a milkman 1 spengl’ much of my §\ummer helping him out- The neighboirhoods
wete vely safe  We played kick the can, monopoly, hide-and-go-seek, and baseball My sister

(

was four and a half years older than I)wag SO We were nevgr?blose. I went to school through high
school As a seniot | became engaged I got married after graduation
B- Right out of high school?

¥
W Yes In school I took all college prep classes to become a teacher, but I never didi My
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mother was always at home [ was thigfasht #hat it was too bad that more mothers edfi’t be home
for their children We weie never 1eally that close, besides the fact that I knew she would always
be theie  We spend vacations together

B How did you meet your husband?

W A blind date He went to school with my older sister and he played semi-pro football out
of high school 1 followed that afte1 we became acquainted That*saboutitwith-him We've
had seven childien and all ate doing well

B. What about wotking? Did you woik?

W LreaHy-didn*ttmveanythme-very practical [ was able to find a furniture office that was
willing to train me [ got maiied in 1950 and had my first sofe in 1953 [ wotked there only a
few years At that time my wages weie 25 dollats a week and my husband was making 40 and

we thought we had the world by the tail

B Going back a little bit, tell me how major wotld events affected your family
W I temember during the sec\?nd world war that my father was an auxiliary officer He
ok
] &
would have us practice bomb shelters 1 can 1emember that when the war was over, everyone got
e’
Fheow 5175

in theii cais and diove downtown to threugh bearrs out the window® I had one cousin that was in
the war e lost a lot of this friends We weie really close to him  He was more like a brother
than a cousin

B Tell me about when and why you moved hete to Jefferson.

W We came to Jefferson in 1965 My husband tiansferred here to wotk It’s been very nice
The kids have seemed to do well in a small town After we came here we had five more
childien The last one was boin when [ was 43, right befote ow 25th wedding anniversary.
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B How have you seen things change for women over the yeais?

Y %sn:{the women had schedules Each day had its own duties It wasn’t until the second

war when women started working and the schedules changed I’ve been watching children in my

home, which made it easier to be with my kids plus it created some extra income [ think that is

very impottant that a child has a stable environment to live in Anymore, parents and teachers

can’t conrect childien without getting in tiouble

B Did you have anyone that you could consider a role model?

W I took care of childien that lived next door to me The mother was a great person Then
Qec 7¢

my mother-in-law became one of my best friends We just lost her right-before-the New Year I

respected het a lot | was in Rainbow Gnls in high school 1 had advisors that weie very helpful

T had some fond memories

B Do you vote?
W Yes, but theire has been times when [ haven’t.
B I asked because women haven’t always been able to

w Yes, they should

B. What do you think about women in politics?

A I think that it is okay IUs just a change, but it’s a coming thing

B Have you ever been awaie of any disctimination?

W Not teally My one daughter that works has never had any problems No one I know of
h!?fg—t teally said anything

B Other than the child care that you give, what else do you do to keep busy?

W 1 go to church I’ve1aised all my childien in the church I am in the choir Ido alot of
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knitting Today, a notmal day, I had eleven children and three of those were three months, six
months, and nine months old

B. Tell me moie about your childien and grandchildren

W Ou oldest son is 43 and living in Columbus Our daughter lives in Viiginia managing a
sport’s stote  Timothy lives in Ohio, he’s been in the service Jeff is working with mentally
retarded men and is going back to school Ed is living in Jefferson and is married with two
children and one on the way He woiks at Lincoln Electric. Bob is a nurse in Akron Kim is 20
and is an EMT at the Jefferson Rescue Squad They keep us busy

B Is there anything that you would like to add?

W I’ve been mattied fo1 45 yeats to the same man I’ve had a good marriage and a good
life I am very proud of all my children

B Thank you for this inteiview

W You'ie welcome

End of interview
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This is an inteiview with Mailene Waid for the Youngstown State University Oral
History Program It is about Women’s History and how life has changed for

women The interview is being done by Beth Burr at Matlene’s home on Jeffeison Street
in Jeffeison, Ohio on the 26th of February

Tell me about your childhood, what you did for fun, where you grew up, and your
hometown

I was born in 1932 in Jackson, Michigan whete I spent the fiist several years of my life [
giew up in a modest [amily T had a mother, father, and one sister My mother did not
woik and my father was a milkman I spent much of my summer helping him The
neighboihoods weie very safe  We played kick the can, monopoly, hide-and-go- seek,
and baseball My sister was fow and a half years older than I, so we were never very
close Iwent to school thiough high school As a senior I became engaged 1 got
maitied after giaduation

Right out of high school?

Yes Inschool I took all college piep classes to become a teacher, but I nevet did go My
mother was always at home 1 always thought that it was too bad that more mothers
couldn’t be home fo1 their childien We were never 1eally that close, besides the fact that
I knew she would always be thete We spend vacations together.

How did you meet yom husband?
A blind date He went to school with my older sister and he played semi-pio football out
of high school [ followed that after we became acquainted We’ve had seven children

and all aie doing well

What about woiking? Did you woik?



I was able 1o find a fuunitwe office that was willing to tiain me I got married in 1950
and had my fitst son in 1953 T woiked there only a few years At that time my wages
were 25 dollais a week and my husband was making 40 and we thought we had the world
by the tail

Going back a little bit, tell me how major world events affected your family

Iiemember duing the second world wai that my father was an auxiliary officer He
would have us practice bomb attacks T can remember that when the war was over,
everyone got in thei cars and diove downtown to throw streamers out the window I had
one cousin that was in the wai  He lost a lot of this friends. We weie really close to him
He was mote like a brother than a cousin

Tell me about when and why you moved heie to Jeffetson

We came to Jeffeison in 1965 My husband transferred heie to woik It’s been very nice
The kids have seemed to do well in a small town After we came here we had five more
childien The last one was botn when | was 43, right befoie our 25th wedding
anniversaly

How have you seen things change for women over the years?

Then the women had schedules FEach day had its own duties It wasn’t until the second
war when women statted working and the schedules changed I've been watching
childiten in my home, which made it easiex to be with my kids plus it created some extra
income I think that is very impoitant that a child has a stabile environment to live in
Anymoie, patents and teachers can’t cotrect children without getting in trouble.

Did you have anyone that you could consider a 1ole model?

I took care of childien that lived next doot to me The mother was a great person Then
my mother-in-law became one of my best fiiends  We just lost her on December 30th 1
1espected her alot T was in Rainbow Giils in high school T had advisors that were very
helpful [ had some fond memoties

Do you vote?

Y es, but there have been times when I haven’t

I asked because women haven’t always been able to vote

Yes, they should

What do you think about women in politics?



I think that it 1s okay It’s just a change, but it’s a coming thing

Other that the child cate you give, what ¢lse do you do to keep busy?

I go to chuich Tveiaised all my childien in the church [ am in the choir I do alot of
knitting Today, a notmal day, I had eleven children and three of those were three
months, six months, and nine months old

Tell me moie about yow childien and grandchildien

Ouw oldest son is 43 and living in Columbus Our daughter lives in Virginia managing a
spott’s store  Timothy lives in Ohio, he’s been in the seivice Jeff is working with
mentally retarded men and is going back to school Ed is living in Jefferson and is
mattied with two childien and one on the way He works at Lincoln Electric Bob

is a nwise in Akron Kim is 20 and is an EMT at the Jefferson Rescue Squad They
keep us busy

Is thete anything that you would like to add?

I’ve been maitied for 45 years to the same man 1’ve had a good marriage and a good
life [ am very proud of all my childien

Thank you fo1 this inte1view

You'te welcome

End of interview



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

