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Mre, Bennett, why don't vou start off by telling us =
litetle bit sbout your familyv, where vou grew up, where
you went to school, that ifype of thiag?

B 7 grew up in Randolph County. Tt was up in Job. Then
wz  movaed to Parsons in 1920, T was marvried in 1918,
We lived in Parsons until the flood.

e What did vour husband do? What type of work was he
in?

B: e worked at the tannery.

o Did he work there a1l his 1ife?

B Yes, altter he came out of the Navy he 4id.

e What c¢an you tell us about going to school, tvpes of
games you played, things that occupied vou as a child?

A Generally riagg-around-the-rosy wag one, and tag and

things like that.
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What school did vou go t#o?
I went scheool in Job.

What did your dad do in Job?

He  worked part time, he had a2 store, and the wegh of
the time he worked carpenter work.

So that is a general store typs hing, grocsaries?
Yeg, general store.

Did vou ever ride the Drvieork Rallroad?

Oh gosh ves, lots of times.

AlL the way to Parsons?

Hendricks, and then we had to change at Hendricks,
and get another one that went inte Ellkins.

vou come from Jobh as a little girl? Did you come
to Hendrilcks Lo buy things or what brought you to
Hendricks?

When we wanted to get out of there that is the wavy we
had to come., We generally had stores up around there
that we could go to Harman o somewhers thalt was close

by, Back then vou didn't get out very much. We had a
good time avvway.

Can you describe the train to us?
Weell, © really don't know whether I could describe
or not. Tt was just a regular passenger trall
about three coaches.
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Were they enclosed? They weren't sumnmer coacheg?
No, theyv were enclosed.

Did they stop all along the way 1f anyone was
atanding ...?

ALl  along the wavy. TF anybody was standing along the
road they would stop and pick vou up.

For lots of peovnle that was the only way thesy  got in
and out. Wasn't it?

Yos, it was because there weren't any cars until  latew
o1l .

What was the cost ¢f riding the train?

i
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T could ride twenty miles for $.035.
That was what vear, round about?

Round about 1910. The Fourth of July we always 1o
the train when we went toe Whitmer, which was about fi
miles away. That is onlyv when they brought L
cuses  and  everyvihing in on the Fourth of ¥
would get on the train and ride up and then ride
for 5.05. Both wavs just §.05.

Would vou ride it 1f you wanted to go vigit friends, or
berry picking, ar any of thosge sorts of things too?

No we walked. We walked on Sunday. We had a church
very olose, a Methodist church where we lived wight
there in town. But in for the afterncon church we went
Lo a Mennonite c¢hurch, which was two miles awav. ALl
the girls and bovs would walk down there.

You went twice a day on Bunday?

Twice & day on Sundayv.

What typs of congregation did they hava? Was 1t &
large congregation, small?

In the church?

<
m

es
Yes.

-

Well, fo the size of the compunity it was a lardgs
congreaegation,

Mg duast about evervbody go to church?

Yea they did, nobedy staved home.

Did they have sevarate services for children?
All the sanme.

Children wore sxpected to sit there and be quiet.

'he  conildren had their corner where They had theilr
aday  School  lesgon, bult it was A
church.

Gust  nin Aan onen

7w did yvou move to Parsons?  Was that after vouw man-

we: moved down there

Lo get work,

Bow old were you when vou gob married.
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You would ask. Simitoeen.

=

It was pretty common for women to macry opretiy  voung,

wasn't it?
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it was then. My husband
18 .

was six vears older iThan

-
=~y

Was 1t common £
had & wife who
common for Fel
Than them.

or peopie ... Somebody we met  vesterdav
was lotg yvounger, My. Little Was it
1

ows to marry people  sgomewhat  vounger
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s, it was. T gob a fine husband.
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He has been passed away about twenty-five vears.

Tas he? When vou moved to Parsons did vou move into a
iga, OoF an apartment?

when woe noved to Pargons we moved to Hollow Hoa

That iz down about a nile and & half from Parsons
n the St. George way. We lived down there for two
voarg and then we moved to town.

Then you moved into a house?

Veag .,

Can vou describe that house Ffor us i¥ vou were o stand
and

at the front door 4 look in?

The Lirst time we moved to town it was small. It only
had three rooms; a bedroom, a living voom, and a kitch-
en, It was wight along the viver. When the water got
high vou c¢ould hear the water hit the bottom of  the
floor. We lived there gix wmonths and then we ¢gobt &
heouse in what they call a "tannery row.," We lived
there until the flood.

Are those houses specifically for people who worked at
the tann

ry?
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Those housas had been buil

Yes, they were.

4
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Was there any reguirement other than being an emplovee?
That iz did you have to be an amplovee for a c¢artain
length of time?

Oh, no.

Whenever ong boadame availal

le vou could move

Whenever one became available vou moved in.

Did they all look ali

They did, they ware deuble housas.

How many rooms 4id theyv have?

They had six.

Up and down?

Yeos .

Three up, three down?

Three up and three down. There were three bedrooms aﬁd

a kathroom upstairs, and threes rooms down: & living
room, a dining room, a kRitch

We they fairlv

naw when vou moved in?

Hell, T think that thev were about fifty vears old they
said when we moved there,

1 aidn't kpnow the tannervy had been there that long, my
word,

I don't know. Thev had heen thers a good bhit  bocause
Mr., Angeloe, whoe worked at the tannery, told us that he
had helped build th That was along in the 1800s=, T
forget just whal vear

Aut that he had heloed build them?

A

Yoo

thev wood frame houses?
Did the tannery maintalin them?
Yes.

Tun  other words, 1f vou had gomething ¢o wrong vou
sinply teld the tannerv?
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Yeg, that wasz right,
Did they coms do it right awav?

When we firvst moved thare they did. Liatar
other oveople came into the tannery they railsed
FJ—
=
¥

rent ju Littlie bit, T think up to $13. Then e
latery  wyears Lambert and ® ﬂﬁ“ bought the houses  and
from that the rent went to §1

S0, you rented yvour whole 1ife?

Yes.

:rintendent's house oy any other houses

Was there a sups
vt of that tannery row?

that were par
The supsrintendent’'s house waasn't where the tannery row
WaS . It was clear away up alt the end of Pennsvivania
Avenuz; they had one at the other one on Quality Hil

Did  the guy who owned the tannery ... His name w
Mojer, wasn't it. Wasg his name Mojer?

No, HMosser. ['he tannery was owned by J. K. Mogser

Leathar Company and wasg bought by Armour Leather Compa-
ny in the 1920's.

Did he have a house there Loo?

vivania?

daughter ... Hy fami
¥ 210

ly has a house down on  the
¥k and his daughte 3

i
hbuilt that house.

-

How leong ¢did you stayv thers in tannery row?

tayeﬁ in tannery row until the £lood took us  in

s

Q

1

The flood took all those houses oul of

They took  them. Well thevy had to tear them down. i)
think therve was one lcoft. Thev had to tear them down.
They weren't £it to move back in.

They let you stay there even though vour huzband didan't
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work at the tannery any longez?
Yes, they let me stav thore.

Was that common or did theyv make an exception?

Yes. They didn't move me out. 1§ the husband
wife and the children could 1live ther

@,
How many kids do you have?
They il live?

No, one. . . My oldest one paszed away about six yvears

But thev all lived in theilr childbhood?

Yes.

Were wvour kids all bhorn by the time vou went to work
for the nursery?

No, one of then was born after I went to work Ffor the
nursery in 1939,

That a lot of years of having kids, The

5 Were
pretty far aparb?

Some of thenm were, some were nob.

tell us about working abt the nursery? How
the job to start with?

tell vou hew I got the jobe T ogot sick. I had

on my lungs and oy doctor told me ho get out  in
sun and gtay out in I could. S50 =&

ighbor of mine worked ‘ e said, "Why don’
vou get on and work at the nuorsery? IT'1L work with vou
and help yvou with the work." So, Mr. OLiver, he was
our neighbor out there, we talked to hinm. He asaid,
"Come on oub." That is the way I got started.

Mr. QOliver filrst lived near the nursevy bottom, I mean
near the tannery.

He lived on Sprice Streseh, I forget w1a1 year
away . That is when I went to work there and
it, even when we waded or had to crawl in mud an
weed. The sun was 0 hot but we didn't mind
Liked dt. Wﬂ had a good crew to work with.
Oliver was & nlce man to work foi.

Ne: roved
liked
sand
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He moved away in 1934: he moved to the nursery in 1934.
Yes, he moved away From there.
What can vou tell us about Mr., 0liver?

Well, he was Just a nice neighbor and a nice man, He
was  very considerate about the pecople who worked fou
him. T ohave a little Fuany tale I might tell vou about
him. The sun had been so hot for a whole week, way  up
in the eighties and nineties. We were out 1in  the
field. We wanted to talk about seeing if we could get
him to let us have part of our noon hour in the after-
noon & Jlittle bit. So we could get in the shade. One
of us said, "Why don't one of us faint and then he'll
lett us in a 1little bit?" Of course they drew strawvs
and T was the one that got the straw. When we came out
that afternoon it was eighty-five and T started to get
water. They kept the water way down at the end of the

line. T went down to get soma waler. T was supposed
to let on  the faint but ¥ didn't let on, L weally
fainted. But the crew didn't know that £ had fainted
and they were Gust so excited. Mrs. Oliver wa &l
nurge. They saw me Ffall on the field and they Qoth

came running. Then they ook me howms. So the next day
then when it was =0 hot he would give us twenty, twen-
ty—five minutes in the afternoon at 2:00 in out of the
sun. I made them treat me too. He was a nice man.

Was ne a tall man, short man?
About the average. He wasn't tall.

How much did he weigh?

I couldn't tell vou about that. I expect about 180, or
something like that.

Did veou mget with hiw everyday, in the morning or
allternoon, fovr instructions on what fieldweork vou were
to do?

Mo, no. They had a ... Paul Parsons, he is one of the

supervisors who helped. He was the one who would tell
e where to go. Mr. Oliver alwavs came oult and went

through the Ffield during the day to gee what was going
on.

Nid he know evervhody by name?
Oh vesg!
About how big was the crow?

Anywhere from twenty-five to thirty women at a time.

o
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it was always women, pretty much?

That did the weeding. The men made the geed beds
planted geeds. The women helped 1ift them and g
them in a packing houseo.

O o
3 3
o

Can you tell us exactly whal happened, what vyvou
how bhig the tree was?

jof]
e
e

They didn't pull them until they were about two vears.
They aexpectsd mavbe four inches From thabt on  up the
first two years. They had to be at least five to six
inches before they olanted them out in the fields, that
is  to pack them and ship them. We would - weed them.
Then whenever they got Lo be about four years then they
packed them and brought them to the packing house andg
we counted  them, T had to put them in bunches of
@lghty.

-+

They grew in these Littie bods?
Yes.

They dug those up and thepn they put them oot in  a

bigger sort of field, right?

Yes.

them e from there again?

Yes, whenever thay sold them Lo ship them awav.
Nid vou ever work in the packing house?

Oh, ves.

Describe how thev came through the packing house.
We had just like a counter along wherd

on. 'The men would bying them in and
them and count them.

thev laid theom
hen we would sort

Did  wou sort them one by one with the Llittle roots
hanging down?

One hy one.
¥ oone
0id vou wrap them in paper or get them wet?

No, they had like a little rope or string to pul around
them. :

You pult them in a box?

o

Mo, the men did that after we did all the counting.



R: Was 1t a wooden box or a paper box?

B It had to have been a wooden box T guess. We olanted
thewr 1in the fie iz when they weve ... They woulid take

them up sonetimes when they we
plant them in tne eld. They had a little board quvc
vou  put  the treoes in batwoae Sach Q. Tt hel
twenty~five. There ave twenty~five notchesg on it, Yom
had teo put one 1n each one. We had tents, just like a
little house, each one had nhisg ite own tent. We would
put them in the boards and the men would plant thenm,

B

re two o voead ald  and

E: The boards were four feet long?

B Yes. We had had a rvegular place that they took them in
at the shelves there on them. Then board turned -« -
and Just held them in there. They took them then and
planted them in rows.

R Did vou haw
vou went al

2 a
ong’?

They would take one and leave one. e qot 530 we could
wslant them in one board in aboul sight wminutes, iF we
were working fast.

B The men would Bring them back Lo veou one at a time.
O
A,

R While he was planting it wers vyou another

board?

B Filling another onco.
e So yveu had two men who worked for vou?
B Two men?

R When you set up the boards did onsg man go plant
another man was having his filled?

R One man Loy each woman.

-t

B: He planted it and yvou filled it and had it ready until
ki
R: Where were the 1ititle trees thal vou were putiing din
the board? Were they in a sack?
B We had it xight besgide us. The were right beside us,
Rz I'n a stack?
B No, no, They were lald out where vou could reaach and

get them.

10
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50 somebody brought those to you?
Yes, the men brought them in.

T have woictures of those canvas. They are Jlike a
little canvasg ... They look like a soda stand.

We planted thousands of them a dav. T forget how many
thousands sach day.

Was this done at a particular time of the year?

Yes. Sometimes thev would start in WMarch 318 the weath-
er wag nice. Then we would plant up until September.
After Sentember they didn't do very good. We tried it
outt one year planting each month from Januvary on up
mtil  December. The ones that were put out after the
last of September didn't do as good.

0f all these treeg that vou bad 1aikd out on this board
which they olanted, how many would survive?

About all of them. Very seldom would we loose one.

Once they were in the ground then what kind of care was
given o them?

They were cultlvated and watered.

g

Did vou guyvs do that or was thal men's work?

That was men's work.

.

They waterasd them, they had sprinkler systems?
They had sprinkler systems. T 1liked it. We had a good
wrowd to work with, that was nice, and we had the

lpers and If vou needed to ask anvthing that
vou didn't und@fstan., the bhoss, or [he sUDBYVISOr wers
always ready to tell vou.

fogt
)

"h

Nid vou help vlant seedg?
No, the men 4id the seeding.
That was in these beds?

Yes, the beds.

The beds have little scoreens on top of them, right?

They were bullit up when they firgt staerted. Then they
would take them out later on. They wers built up and
sort oif covered aver for a while. Keep the bhirds and

things Llike that out o: Cm, chdomunis .
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When you dld vour weeding what time of veay was that?

Wel? sometimes we started the last of March 1if the
weather wvas nice. S50 many davs or somelthing; we get a

weelk, we gebt a month, mavbe sonetimes
month, 51 a day

weeks a

When vyou weaeded did vou weed in the seed beds not  in
the row beds?

Later on we did the row beds, after they took the
boards 0Fff of thenm

I don't understand where the boards camne from on Lthe
row bed. Did they also shade the vow beds?

Mo. They were just ilike yvou would make a bed. Take two
hoards and put down each side like that clear down for
a while. I guess to keep the ground from the rain Ffrom
washing themn out. '

And to keep molsture around the roots?
Then bthey would pull those boards out?

S0 vou weeded both the little beds and the field beds

e

Yea.

Fow did vou do it? Did vou all stact at one eand and
work acrosg?

(25 .

You were tal

iking about the water bucket. How many of
vou worked at

= =
one time where?

We bad as many as thirty at one time, esnecially if the
weeds little higger ahead of yvou a Ilittle bit.
Sometimes theve would be only mavbe eight or ten work-
ing.

You were one of the regular crew?
Yes.

These other peonle they brought in, say Lo wmake up this
thirty to get ahead of the weeds and stuff?

Yes. They didn't have full time like we did or some-
thing. Just they came in to hely until we got done.
If there were some special beds that they just let =&

few of us weed in, the others that were just learning

12
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they would put them out together.

You said this one woman was the best, whalt made some-
body the besgt and what was her name?

Minnie Day. She was Jjust nlce to every
She started there when the nursery fi
shae knew all about ii.

pody and helped.
rat started and

And she taught vou how?

She would tell you ... 8he was good at it anyway from

running her own garden how vou pull the weeds. They
wounld come along and sgee 1If we had any pines in  the
rOw. They ¢idn't want yvou to pull a pine up. We hau

just a certain way that we had to put our Ffingers down
and pull that weed up sc¢ it didn't uproot the pinc, the
little »nine trees.

How tall were the weeds usually, like ftwo inches?

o
O

Sometimes they were. The grass would get pretty ba
sometimes, That was worse.

The what?
Grass.
Grass 1s harder to weed anyitime.

T know it is.

How often would a bad get weeded

About every month you had to go through them if it was
good growing weather. OF course if it was dry vou
couldn't weed them that much.

Where 4id the soil come from?
That I do not know where they brought it from,
Did you see them bringing in soil?

Yes they used to bring it
wnar“ they went and got it

~F
o
o

ot

T really don't Know

They were probably were bringing in weed seeds by the
truckicad on a regular basis with that soll.

Well, also they didn't have roundup and ‘those sort of
things In those dave., DAd the weoeds ever get less Like
when the first year you started there were more weads?
By 1939 had vou gotten rid of a lot of the weed sceds?

13
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Well, no.  You had weeds all the time. T don't know
where they came from hut we did have weeds all the
time, a lot of them.

Was there one weed that was more prevalent than otherg?

Yes, pult I forget what they called it. It was one you
really had to hang on to because it teook the roots out
of those pine trees.

Was it & broad leaf type weed?

L, if vou let it, it went up protty high:; it would

ave been. I reslly don't knoew what they name of it
was, I forget.
So, tell us about when vou got there in the morning,
sort of how yvour dayv, when vou showed up, how long you
worked, when you golt braaks, did you bring your lunch,
all that.

We had our lunch, We alwavs brought lunch. The women
nad thelr room, their Little building, where they went
nd  had their dinners, and thelr bathrooms. The men

o
o
Py
&

¥ their own. FZach one was separate. We always
brought our dinner.

What did vou bring, what kind of things?

Well, T'i1 tell you what T liked was cabbage sandwich.
They Laughcd at it because I loved then. You could
bring any kind of sandwich.

When did vou gel to work in the morning?

We had to be there at 8:00 and work until 5:00,.

Dinner was the only break?

Ve,

What di1d vyou weay?

We  had overalls, and we had to wear a long sleeved

5

blouse or something, or yvou would get buined.
Wear & hat?

Yes.

Straw?

Most of the time straw hnat.

What kind of shoeg?
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Just anvihing vou pilckaed up, T guesgs. You didn'l dare
to wear good ones because they didn't last very long in
the mud.

o

Hid anvbody go barvefooted
Mo, they didn't.

They didn't gilive vou vour overalls?
No.

You had to buy vour own?

You had to buy yvour own,

When you were slogging around in the mud on your hands
and knees did vou make up pads for vour knees?

Some  of  them did, hut T never did. Lots of {times T
wished I had. You get the skin off of vour knees. I

have seen some of them where thelyry knees were just raw.

Why did they insist you had to ke on vour kness teo do

You couldn't hardly weed them without you on vour knees
because vyou had to reach. Between the beds was I
expect two or three feebt aparit. You had to veach ovew
and vou were in the middle of bed. One was on one side
and vou were on the other, two women to a bed.

The beds were in rows and vou had the water bucket at
the end of the row?

Yes.
How long were these rows?

i couldn't tell wvou about that but, they were long.
Sometimes 1t wounld taks vou ... You would be half a
day getting from one end te the other if the weeds were
very bhad.,

Were the 1ittle beds always in one part of the nursery?

The smaller onesg, beds?
Yes. Wag it near a certain building or one corner?

No, it was Just that one place feor them.  There weren't
any bullding closze.

What building was 1t near?
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én't hardly tell yvou now what it was near up
threve  because 1t was close to whers we fivst canme in
off of the the end across the railroad
tracks. That would bpe the first one.
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Gkay, I k¥now where that is. There was & housea, a
little bullding, oul in the middle of &all of those
fields, wagn't there? ‘That was away, far away Ffrom
wherve you changed vour clothes and whevre Mr., Oliver's
cfifice was.

There were soveral of them out there a
CCC camp used te ke right in front of
than when they had fhat CUC camp there.

You worked at the CCC camp?

Ne, right behind them. The beds were as long as  some
of the barvacks they had. They were long.

You came Lo work at 8:00. What time did vou have d&in
ner?

From 12:00 to 1:00.

You had a ftull hour?

Yes,

Then vou went back 1:00 until 5:006. Did vou get a
bresk in between?

Just to go get water or to the bathroom is all,

Where did vou go to the bathreoom, at that washhouge?

L o had to go kack to the house where the women changed
clothes,

Now when you came to work yvou changed vour clothes?
Yes.

You wore a dress to work?

Some of them did, and some didn't.

You wore wants in 19357

Yes.

Was it cowmon bto see women i pantsg in Parsons?

No, not unless she was working up there. If they saw
you with pants on they knew where yvou were working.

i6
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Wag it hard

No. Well, we
them had men's

ne
on.,
You order from Sea
¥now what

Montgomery War
ey got theilrs

T o don't
and
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What
hage

else did vou
sandwich?
Oh, we had colffee
of candy.

T nt To go back
something vou

Wo, I would change
when 1 Ffirst came
wasn't a week unt
them out to eat.

Good for vou,

Yesg,

Wag
Femns

therea

ale

anvy swa
emplovees?
No, veryhody

ald,
sometng

You never g
apple,’ or
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Mo,

They worked for Mr. Oliver and thaey were fvom town?
Some of them were from up here at Davis, some of  the
women from Davis worked down there. Then they had
some men from up here that worked thers.

How 4id they gelt hack and forth?

They had cars.

Thev car pooled?

Yes.

They drove back and forth everyvday?

Yes.

Gosh! You couldn't take a train down here and go down?
NG

That hlack water vou couldn't go down through it?

You wouldn't make connections that vou could out  of
work like that to go on a train becauge the ILrain
generally would leave down abt Parscons but still  you

couldn't have gone gver to Davig: vou would have went

to Thomas and then yvou would have had to go around then
and we wenl from down here.

When vyou went to work in the morning how did vou go?
Did vou walk?

Most the time. Sometimes gsonabody would pick us  up.

We walked back too.

Yo work in the winter?

No.

From when to when 4id vou work, from March to Lall?
Now scome of the men worked in the winter but we went
to work along about Mavch 1if the weather was good.

Then we worked up untll aboult October.

This §1 a day yvou gobk, was that c¢lear? In othey words
was that before taxes or after?

They didn't take any taxes or anything outl.

18
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Did they pay you weekly, or every two wesks?
Month.
Paid vou once a monith®

Yez. It was a government check. The first vear we got
81 and the next year they rvaised it to 81.80 a davy.

That is a bhig increase.

Yes, thal was a big Jjuun.

Yes, 1t was.

What did your kids do while vou werae working?

I had a babysitter. Most of the time my mother-in-law
in the summertime was there a lot, she watched them.

She lived with vou?

Yes, then I would get a bhaby-sitter somewhere Lo cone

ir.
What did you have to pay a dayv for that?

T paid her a 31.5%0 a week, that 4s what she asked. She

would comse  at  8:00, stayv, and watch the lkids. Of
course the kids were pretty well grown. The girls

were, I mean that they could do the work, lot of it.

Did she do some cooking for them, say for thelr dloner?

On ves.
But she didn't do any other housework?

Not. wvery much. I did the washing when T went home at
night, over a tub, a washboard.

Oh, vou 4id?
Yes.
And she had supper ready foy vou when vou gobt home?

No, T did that after 1T got home.

After 5:007

What can vou tell ms about the CCC ¢amp? VYou passed it
evervday when you came intoe work.
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You Just see them coming and geing, and on weeskends
theyv would come to town. Lots of times they would come
up; we would keep three or four of them up there after
yvou got acguainted with them. The neighbors would keep
them instead of going back up there because they had
the weekend off.

Wirat do you mean you would "keep" them?
They would just come and stay with us.
In vour house too?

Yes.

We

¥ thevy from Weat Virginia these fellows that vou
cep

._..
o D

About one of them was. The rest of thom were away from
the state. My danghter married one of them. In Tac
my two oldest daughters they married two of them from
the CCC camp.

You were pickiﬁg the right nman for vou daugnters?
Thought I had anvwayv.

Did it turn out alright?

No.

That isg too had.

Were you given strici ovders by Mr. Oliver not Lo have
anvthing te do with the CCC camp there? When vou
described it a minute ago T got the impression someone
gave an order.

Yes, we gol orders that we weven't to stand avound out
there where they were, I guess they had their orders
to stay away because theyv didn't bother very much.

They didn't say anvthing to vou, or the single girls
that were working there at the nurgersy They walked
right by them on the road and went right on  back up

Lo ...

Walked right on by, they didn't bother tham.
Did Parsong Like the CCC camp pretty well?

T think the biggast part of the people did. ‘They did a
lot of work around, lot of nice work.

Mow when vou were thers somoetimes the CCC were bullding

a0



some of thoge bulldings while yvou were there?

311 of the buildings that vou saw being bullt weras CCC
= 7

Yea, thevy did a lot of building of roads too and things
like that.

Roads at the nursery?
No, out in the forest service.

Were they the people who brought the dirt in for the
nursery bottom?

Well, no. The peovnle who brought the one in for the
nursery bottom were local.

>

Was that hauled in by trucks?
Yas.

How did they spread that dixt? They didn't have eaxrth
movers and stuff, what 4did they do?

A lot of it was hauled in a wheslbarrow. Then they
made the beds and dug it up. Later on they got a
tyruck., Well, it was a truck or something on some kind
of machine that hauled it up and around and would dJdrop
it down s0 Lhalt vou didn't have such a leoad to caxrry,

)

You didn't do any of it

No, the men did all that neavy work.

=

Can vou describe what bulildings were bullt by the QCC?
Do vou remember which ones?

Mo, T really don't know. T know the packing house. T
know they didn't build Mr. Qliver's house. The packing
house and what was the garage later on they built that
one where they kept thelr eguivment, the toolg and
stuff.

Bid yvou  ever go near the seced separatory or the cone
dryer or any of those things? Was that gtufif there
when you started working?

No, they didn't have the cone drvers right then. Mo,
wa never bothered around that. They didn't tell us it
was off limits but we didn't have any bhusiness down
there where they were seedling.
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But that stuff wasn't there when yvou slarted working?
No.

Tt was just the nursery office, the bullding behind the
nursery office that was some kind of a cocler, and the
nacking plant. Then there d1s & nmaintenance buillding
that 1s next to that. Was that about all that was
theve? Mr. OGliver's house wasn't there when you stavit-
aed work?

Yo, it was. dot when I started to work, it was bullt
while I was there,

Where did you change before the washhouse wasg built?

Well, vou came home dixrty. That was aboult the way of
it

Went c¢lean, came home dirxty?
Yes.

W

vou pretlity divty?

Very, mud would £all off of vou if vou walked if it was
muddy or weael.

Nid yvou work in the rain?

= b

IT it wasn't raining too hard we 4id sometimes.

Do you have arthritis pretty bad 1in your knees?

a0 now.

From kneeling so long?

imagine., I had a doctor tell me when I was yvoung, he
"You'll be sorry Vourn )1@ age because you'll

arthritis.” And he o

You said something earlier about developing a sicknegs
when vou weres there. an vou desgcribe thalt, how wou
got it, how vou Lreated 1t?

We were weeding Japanesae Pine and there were Dugs In
it. They had & little red on their back and they would
pite vou and thoey Wﬁhl“ nang on. That, “he doctor
gaid, was sowme kind of polison they put in the blood
shream. here were several of them who got that dis-

i r\ o
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easge. Mr. Oliver had 1t toce, but he had it Jdust on his

arm. There is one woman who lives up in Porterwood,
she had it for a couple of vears. At the and she had a
heart attack. They said that was what caused it. But
mine  you ¢an gee the scar thers. T could look in  and

se2 the bone and it was that way for almost two vears,
T went down to a Washington hospital, went to Elkins,
and went into the veterans hospital in  Plttaburgh.
That ils where they first got started for healing it um.
The others, some of them went to Elkins. One man got
it in his lungs and he died.

Tt was a fungus, wasn't it?
Yes, sort of a fungus.

Was this common in all these treesgs or was it just one
period of time?

Just one period of time. It was in the spring; it was
when we were fooling with trees. That is all that ever
happenad. Nobody ever gobt it after that or before.

4

Did they call in some help teo diagnose what this was?
Well, they gsent us to different docgtors.
L mean as fay as the nurgery, did thev make any.

No, T don't know. T don't know ahout that. They paid
our doctor bills and all of our trips, the government
did. Somg of them got a pension from work but T never
applied. T should have.

You had it all the way up vour arm?

I had it clesr up here and down here. The doctor saild
that it would go c¢lear on down eventually. It was like
a burrow but the top would come off. It was round
like Jurrow. The bteop would just come off all of them
and they would follew the blood stream. There arve some
of them olear up there.

How much was thig pension? Would it be like a disabil-
ity pension?

On  ves, it had fo he. When ¥ had mine, 1t would bhe
night after night, vou laid with vour arm on a pillow.
You couldn't wove 1t arvound or lay on 1.

What vear was thig?

T think that was the lasi vear I worked,
it. That wasg the last yvear T worked.

In 1942 I got
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Did  that have some bearing on vou qgquitting out at the
nursery?

Yes, I never went back o more because when I was get
ting over mine, then I had a heart attack. The doctor
said ihat that was part of the cause of it. And I had
a basd heart attack so I never went back. None of thesm
who got 1t ever went back anymore.

This was in?

1942,

She recovered from the heart attack.

Yes.

Did vou ever have anvthing teo do with the Fernow Forest
or any of the other gsites?

No.

You just saw the people over IThere?

Yes.

They didn't ia.x to vou much and vou didn't talk to
them? Fither the ranger district or ...

No, we never bolthered. They would wait until they came
to fown.

Tell me Dm@thlng about the town of Parsounsz at this

time. ThEIL is a tannery there, what other things weve
there?

They had the woolen mill, pu!b mill, and T forget what
else was there. T‘e tannery and the woolen wmili am-
nloyveed a lot of vecple.

-t

The nursery wasn't a big part of the business of the
town?

Well, I wouldn't say how many. Now it did help, it
helped a lot because some of the men were employved all
the time.

But most of the emplovment was at the pulp mill, the
tannery, and the woolen miil.

Yes.

When vyou came home from work in the evening, with or
without the mud, what did vou do the rest of the day?
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Do your housework. Then we found time to go out some-
where for an evening.

Did vou go dancing?

No.

Did vou go to the movie?

Oh yes! When they had a movie there.
They didn't have one on a rvegular basis?

In later years they stopped the movies there. Tt is
torn down now.

Did wyou go out for sSunday dinner or did vou usually
have that at home?

We used to have Sunday dinnsr at home but on wsekends
whenever he wasn't working we went camping a lot, Just

take the whole family, a tent, and head for the moun-
taings.

Good! Did yvou have a favorite spoit vou liked to go teo?
Yes. We uged to like to go up to Laurel. There used
to he a CCC canp there too. We used to go up there in
later years and camp. It was a nice place.

Did vou have a front porch on yvour house?

Yeas,

Was 1t common practice, in the evening, to oo out and

A
L

sit on the fromt porch and watch the world go by?
Tt sure was.
Did vou tell storjeg?
See, they were double houses and yvou could talk to vour
neighbor. We had nice neighbors. We did a lot  of
camping with the kids, we alwavs did. My hushand loved
to hunt and fish, so he would take the bovs and go.
Did vou have a garden?
Oh yves!
Out in back of this house vou had a garden?

Oh yeg, T had & big garden out back.

Fliowers, vogetables?
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Yes,

aAnd some more weeding.

Well T didn't mind that. I got on to how to do it, and
it wasn't so bad., ¥ kept after it. Well T had a big
garden. 1 would put up anywhere from 500 to 600 guarts
of stuff a vear out of it.

You were a good gardener!

Oh yes. ®Wish I had one now.

Did vwyou raise all you stuff? Did vou buy seeds there
in Parsons?

I bought all the seeds and stuff.

In Parsons?

You didue't oxder from Burpee oy one oFf Lhose guysa?

Net very much.

.

Mogtly vegatables?
Ves.

You didn't have those great big dahlias that evervbody
around here grows?

Oh veg, dahliass and cannas.

She's the one who can tell vou how te grow petunias.
You have chilckens?

One or two times I had chickens in the sunmer. Can't
think of the name, came in one night and killed some of
them. We just gathered up bhe next day and killed all
the rest of them before he got thenm.

Raccoon?

Fox or a raccoon? Coyvote?

He dlooks like a iittle rat. 1 forget what hls name is.

Oh weasel!

Weaszel, and there were plenty of them there in the row
out along the slough in the back. 8o we Just killed

all of oursg then. We used Lo have hogs when we lived
over there.

26



oo

.__,
=
1

R:

Tt sounds like a big vard. I think of this thing as
being a Tlittle lane with houses pretty close together.

No .

How big of a Llet did you have with vour double house?
Like an acre, a couple of acresg?

No, had a very small wvard in the back and arxound the
house, between the houses. Our garden was over aoross
the railroad track where the itrack come from the tLtan-

nery. From there out to the slough was where the
gardens were.

That is where yvou kept the hogs?

Yes, it was clear back next to where the water wasg. A
lot of pecple along then kept them. Then later vyears
hey didn't.

So yvou did slaughterving and all that astuff?

We took them somewhers and had them deone.

Was this kind of a community garden? TIn other words
did a lot of people have gardens there?

Yes, each one had a garvden. T think i1t was thirty-some
feet one way but it went clear out to the slough.

A couple nundred feet?

Oh  yes, they were big, in fact I would say about 300
feet and back.

You gardened the whole thing? Did yvou have berries and
that sort of stuff in it too?

Mo, Just vegetables,
Did other peoplie have gardens around there too?

Yes, every house had a garden. They had the same size.

Did they come in and plow 1t up for yvou?
Yes

Oh, the tamnmery plowed it for yvou in the spring?

P "

No, the ftannery didn't do it. You hired somehody.
They plowed that whole thing.

Did you compete with your neighboits for the guality of
vour vegoetables?

27
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No, they were good to have. One lady who lived next
to me liked to go by the signs. She had a garden next
to me and she gald, "Now vou wailt until tomorrow or the
next day to plant this and that.” I had a good garden
that vyear T want to tell yvou. She was elghty some
years old and she had that big garden next to mine.

You mean the signs of the moon?

Yes., She would tell me when to plant.

Then did you keep doing that? You kept planting by the
aigns after she taught you how?

Well, sometimes I didn't because the way the weather
was you had to pult thewm out when vou could.

Was there a favorite vegetable you liked out of the
garden besides cabbage?

t all.

I liked

That is what kept vou so healthv. Did you grow salads,
things that were green in the spring 1like dandelion?
Did you collect any of that stuff or grow any of tLhose

things?

No, the dandelion vou didn't pubt out. It would Just
grow wild and yvou would go hunt it. We would put out
onions in the fall and things like that Lo have iy the
early spring.

What clae besides onions?

Some of them put out kale and things that way.

Would kale keep here L1 winter?

It did down there, it wouldn't on this mountain. it
did  down there but not up here because of ten te §fif-

teen degrees, 0r more than that, in the weather.

Do  vou think that is why the nursery was at Parsonsg?
Tt was high but 1t alse had a really good climate.

T think so.
Did vou ever go to Gladwin?

Oh veas.

St

There was nursery at Gladwin do vou know anything

about it?

o

T was only up there twice that 1 remember. We went up

28
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there one time mavbpe just to look it  over, T don't
know., Then we camped there one night. The nursery up
there at Gladwin was about ready to move out whenever I
was up there.

In the late 1940's then?

Yes.,

fo yvou didn't go up there when vou worked at ths other
nursery and vou never sitopped when you toek the train?

Mo.
Do you resmember them tearing down the CCC camp?

Yes,

h

What did thev do with all that stuff? When did theyv do
it and how did they do it?

that we got some of it. Somebody brought us down Jjust
enough Lo build a little out building. What they did
with the rest of it ... I don't kpow whether they sold
ar not,

I coulén't tell vou when they 4aid 1%, T forget. I know

in other words they just tore the buildings down?

It was during the war?
Yes, righnt after then.
Tt was there until after the war.

Yeg, some of them they left. The man that bought part
of the land that was out that way he had them there for
awhile and then he tore them down. Other hegides e
government owned that other little »niece, the man 4did
and they left some of the bulldings for him. They tore
them down.

-
i

Part o
alap?

the nursery bottem was still owned by somebody

Yes.
Way down there alt the upsgtream end, is that right?

Yes. There used to be a house there, a cotltags.

Did he farm and stuff?

29
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¥Yes, T thought he did. I can't think of his nams right
Nnow.

Minor?

No,

Mr. Fansler was telling us vestevday about somebody
along one 0of thoge. He said there were two farms where

the ourserv bottom was.

Yes, " hut thig one man staved there for a long tTime
hefore he so0ld his part.

S0  he would have to drive by the CCC camp in order to
g0 home everyday?

Yes.

Did you go bhack therc much after yvou left the nursery?
Sometimes we would go up there and run around the whole
thing to excercise. '

You mean run, jog?

Oh ves! Go up there and Jjog. But now since the flood
took it away they don't have the roads around like they
i1d then. Then they had a nice reoad you could run and
ddldn't stump yvour toe on a rock or something. I don't
think they do anvmors, they might.

Sc  vou and vours kids would go over there. Did  vou
picnic over there?
No. Some of the neighbors, sometimes there would Dbe

mavbe twelve or fifteen all in a race goindg around.
Ona would go this way and the other one this way to see
which could get up at the middle before the others did.

Did kids go over theres and ride their bikes or any of
those things?

Yes.

How was the relation of the nurservy o the town?
Just fine.

They all liked each othey vretty well.

They all liked each Gtherf

Do  wvou think the game 18 tiue with the forest service
in general?
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Yes, I think it is.

Were there ever any problemns of people being fired for
any reason when you worked there at the nursery?

A lady was telling me the other day that she was fired
one time. I don't remember when it was. I &knew she
gult but I never knew she was fired.

She didn't tell you why?

No, she didn't tell me why. She saild she was fired and
she never worked back there anymore after that.

Was this when vou were working there that she was
fired?

Yes.

S0  there are gtill other people who worked there then

at the same time yvou worked then?

Yeu .,

When you were out weeding was there a supervisor?
Yes, you had a supervisor,

Was he there all the time or éid ne just crulse by?

Just about all the time. He would go through, around
and watch over vou.

Did he ever vell and say, "Weed that fagter!"
dogging it!", or things of that sort?

, or "Quit

No, becauvse we had good workers, theyv weren't the kind
that were lazy, they worked.

Excent when vou fainted for watexr?
Yes, I was a guinea pig.
put you really didn't fake it. {Laughter)

I didn't fake 1t, no! They thought I was faking 1t.
They weve Jjust having a big laugh. When thev took ne
home, and Mrs. Oliver came along becauge she was a
nurss, and came pack, some of them went down and asked
what was wrong. She told her. And she said, "Did she
really Ffaint?™ She said, "She really did. She was
out." Tt was hot.

I belt they were angry with vou the next dav.
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I got the west of the day off and got paid for it too.
People sald I was crazy when [ said that I worked in
mud but I really did. I liked it.

There was a nice feeling among the people who worked
Enere.,

They were with all of them. We threw one man in  the
river one time. Every time anvone had a new baby wmen
were supposed to treat the women. Well this man, well,
they had twins. He didn't bring us any candy or any-

thing. "T'1lL bring it pay- day," he galid, "Now vou
walt until payday." Well payday came and we never got
any candy. S0 we fixed it that next day, we were going
to get him at the noon heour. We waited until dinner
wag over and some of them golb a hold of him. He got
away and he ran into the men's place. We knew we

couldn't go in there. 8o the supervisor went in and
brought him out for ug. We took him by his arms and
his feet and we took him out and threw him in that big
hole in  the wiver. We didn't know whether he could
swim or not. T guess he could. The next day he came
with the candy.

You said vou had a ¢hild when vou were there. Did vou
work when you were pregnant?

Yes, T did parttime.
How far into vour pregnancy?
About four months.

This is while vou were crawling around in the mud weed

ing.

Yes,
Did they ask vou te leave ox did they have a rvule about
it?

Wo, 1 Just asked for the time off,

When did vou come back after the baby was born?
Next vear.

You got a whole vear off?

He was born in June., No, I went back that Ffall that
time and worked for about three weeks.

In Septemnber?

Yes.

fax
i
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Did vou bring some candy?
He brought us our candy, that man 4id.

No, when vou had vour baby d4did vou have to bring candy
too?

No. We didn't have to treat, the men were tThe ones who
had to.

Did  other women have babies while they weare working
there?

Yes, several of them did. One of them worked up there
about three weeks before her baby was born.

That must have been hard crawling around.

She didn't mind it. She was back to work I think about
a month afterwards.

Needed the money.
She needsd the moneyv, ves, that was rigat.

How much did vour husband make before 19407 You moved
to Parsons in wheat vear?

1920.

You went to work in 19307
In the 1920's, ves.

How much monev did hoe make at the time at the tannery?
I think that he was making $3 a dayv.

S50 when vou started working vou were getting?

§1.00 a day.

Gosh vou were rich compared to some of the people we
have talked to. One of the women was saving that she
lived on 811 a week that ner husband got at the CCC
that he didn't send home.

Some of them did welloff. Later on after I guit

nursery then T worked in the store, Lambert Store.
worked theve T inmagine fifteen, sixteen vears.

W
g
b

What kind of gtore wag this?

It was a clothing stowe. They had Five and Ten atuif
and 1like that in cleothing, shoes. '

2
[88]
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When vou were working in the store did you miss Lhe
nursery?

Yes, T would have Lliked to have bhoen back thers. I was
afrald to go back after getting all that stuff. I was
afraid to go  Dhack because [ went through too much
misery from that.

By

Tt was a veally great place to work right?

Yes, it was.

-

Good bosses?
Yeas,

Liked to have had more pay bubt ...

Yes, I liked it. They treated me nice, all of them.

Was there a lot of talking and Joking and playing
tricks on each other? When vou were going down through
the rows puliing weeds vou had to do gsonmething to take
vour mind off of that crazyv weed.

You didn't do very much plaving Jokes. You wight in
the morning before vou went to work or during the noon
hour, something like that, but not whiles vou were
working.

Did yeou sing, or tell stories, or gossip?
Oh  ves. Oh, ves 8 lot of gossip; yvou might know of

that.
Did vou sing?
Yeas,

Wes there anybody who was a belter singer than someone
else?

Oh sure.

Was Lhat yvou?

Mot nme.

Did vou tell a better story than anybody else?

Well, T could come up with the rest of them T wouldn't
say T had any better ones. I could come up with the

rest of them.

When vou had vour hour for lunch, or dinner, obviously

Lo
e
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it didn't take you a whole hour to eat that cabbage
sandwich. Then did you play carxds or do aenything?

oo

Mo, generally just sat there and rested and talked,
went  out under the shade trees or something where it
wag cooler because it was rather hot in the bullding.
During the noon hour veu generally rested.

» in thera?

Did you ever ses any snakes come u
No, sir, never 4&id.

P

Bid  they have any trouble with animals sxcept for the

birds digging up the seeds?

No, the birds were the worst that they had. No animals
or anything like that.

Did  you have to do much with insecticides or sprayv or
any of that scort of stuff?

Wo, men did that.

But they spraved the little trees?
Oh ves, they were spraved often.
We thank vou very kindivy.

You are welcome.

END OF INTHERVIEW



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

