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SUSAN MOSTOV 

Susan Mostov, the daughter of Fred and Lillian Klein 

was born on July 25, 1944 in Sebring Florida. She attended 

Market Street Elementary School Boardman Junior High and in 

1962 she graduated from Boardman Senior High School. After 

spending one year at Ohio State University, she married her 

husband Ronald. In 1968 Susan received a B.A. Degree in 

Education from George Washington University. Soon after her 

graduation and her husband's graduation, they returned to 

Youngstown. In 1971, they had their first child, Shana, and 

two years later they had Julie. 

Susan as a child and now as a parent has been an involved 

member at Obev Tzedek Temple. She has been a past president 

at the Temple Sisterhood, and an involved member at B'nai 

B'rith Women, BAR Auxilary, Pioneer Women, Council of Jewish 

Women, Hadussuh and PTA. She has also volunteered her services 

at the Jewish Horne for the Aged and enjoys working with children 

who have learning diasbilities. 
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K: This is an interview with Susan Mostov for the Younstown 
State University Oral History Department by Beth Kurtzweig 
at the home of Susan Mostov on May 15, at 3:30 p.m. 

M: 

Okay. The first thing I wanted you to do please, is 
tell me a little bit about your background. Tell me 
about your parents. How many sisters and brothers you 
have and that. 

Okay. I have one sister and my father was 
my mother was American. They're deceased. 
from a large family of nine children and a 
remained in the Youngstown area. We had a 
family situation growing up. 

European born, 
My mother came 

lot of them 
close extended 

K: Okay, and how many sisters or brothers did you say you 
have? 

M: One. 

K: You have one? Okay. Thinking back when you were a child 
and that, can you remember any experiences as far as re
ligious experiences that you had in the home? 

M: Yes, we did attend Temple, but it wasn't on a real regular 
basis. It was more cultural and custom in the home and 
I think it was really more due to my father than my 
mother even though my mother did come from and Orthodox 
background. But my father in Europe, they went to a He
brew School everyday after school and so I think it was 
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more maybe important to him to follow. And it was just 
an important feeling. I mean we observed the holidays 
and the customs, but we did not keep kosher and we did 
not light Sabbath candles and on a regular basis ob
serve it then. But as I got older, I attended Temple 
more regular, and choir. I enjoyed going to services. 

K: Okay. Can you think of any other type of educational ex
periences that you had in the horne, such as, for example, 
were there religious materials that were available, were 
religious issues discussed in your horne? 

M: Well, there were different ceremonial objects like 
candlesticks, and we did light menorah when we were at 
Hanakkah. And I don't know. Not that I was neglected 
anywhere, but both my parents did work full time. I 
mean we spent holidays together, and we always tried to 
have special meals, whether or not it was with other mem
bers of the family. But I don't particularly remember 
having any philosophical, or religious discussions with 
them. 

K: Okay. What school did you attend? The elementary schools? 

M: I went through Boardman Schools. Market Street opened-
the first Boardman Elementary school--when I was in first 
grade. And then I went to, at that time, Junior High, and 
Boardman High School. I graduated in 1962. 

K: Okay. While you were going to, you were getting a secular 
education, did you attend any kind of a Hebrew School 
or Sunday School? 

M: Yes, I attended Sunday School. I believe first grade it 
was, I didn't even go to kindergarten, so I believe it 
was from first grade on. At that time it was Anshe-Emoth 
the Temple on the north side and my parents, I'm not sure 
when, had a dual membership of Ohev Tzedek. But Ohev 
Tzedek at that time was Orthodox and did not have a Hebrew 
school. When they built the new south side Temple and 
started a Hebrew school, then I, I'm not sure exactly 
what age, but I started going on the south side to Ohev 
Tzedek. 

K: Okay. As far as the year span that there is, going in 
comparison to the secular education that you had, when 
did your religious education, your formal religious ed
ucation begin and when did it end? 
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M: Okay. I started Sunday School in first grade. I began 
Hebrew School, which was twice a week after school, in 
third grade, I continued through one year of Post-con
firmation I believe. 

K: Okay. And what year would that be as far as, would that 
be eleventh grade, tenth grade? 

M: It would ... I was about a senior, probably a junior or 
senior. 

K: Okay. You said that you went to Sunday school and you 
went to Hebrew School, do you remember what time it was 
during the day? 

M: Well, I don't remember exactly, but it was after school 
and being that the first number of years was on the north 
side, some type of bus arrangement was made, and we rode 
the bus to the north side from something like four to six. 

K: Were there any problems with the busing? 

M: Yes, at the beginning if I remember correctly I think we 
had public transportation and when you're about a first 
grader standing on the corner, sometimes the bus didn't 
stop or if it did, I didn't wave down the bus, I don't 
know, but I remember missing it from time to time because 
of the transportation. But once I started going to Ohev 
Tzedek, you know, that wasn't a problem. 

K: Okay. Thinking back on your experiences as far as you 
Were going to Hebrew school and Sunday School, what were 
some of the good things about the educational experiences 
that you had that you can recall? 

M: As I remember, I enjoyed going, I mean you hear kids 
all the time saying that they were made to go. I mean 
it was important, my parents didn't really give us a 
choice, but I remember basically liking the experience. 
The early years I don't remember as much as when I was 
already going to Ohav Tzedek and at the time we were under 
the leadership of Rabbi Terlesky and he had a very strong 
influence on the young people at that time and it became 
very Jewish oriented. 

K: Okay. As far as Jewish oriented, what kind of classes 
did you take? 
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M: Well, I don't remember the exact curriculum, but we learn
ed Hebrew more as a sight language and I learned to read 
really fluently and that has stayed with me. We didn't 
have a lot of emphasis on conversation or translations. 
We certainly studied customs and ceremonies and observances 
in the home. We studied the prayer book and the Temple 
service. 

K: What about courses like history? 

M: I have books to say that I was there, but .•• Yes, we 
studied history, not too much modern history. 

K: Okay. You say that you've got books, what are you try
ing to say there? Can you expound on that? 

M: Yes, well, some of it probably didn't stay with me because 
I don't remember the exact courses. I certainly remember 
some of the teachers, but not the exact curriculum. 

K: Okay. Let's kind of switch the focus a little bit as far 
as teachers are concerned. Did you feel that the teachers 
that were teaching, the instructors, were qualified to 
teach the subject matter that they were teaching? 

M: Most of them. Truthfully I don't recall all of them, 
but I know when I first started I had several good teachers 
at Anshe-Emeth. And then, of course when we studied--
I was much older--but when we studied under the rabbi, 
when we were getting confirmed, those are the ones that 
leave a more strong impression. 

K: Who really ran the Sunday School? Was there a special 
administrator? 

M: No, the rabbi and of course the teachers under him, but 
we didn't have, at Ohev Tzedek we did not have an ed
ucational director. 

K: Okay. 
as far 
matter 

Were the teachers ... Did they have qualifications 
as they had gone to school to learn the subject 
that they were teaching? 

M: Truthfully, I don't know, I doubt. They weren't 
certified I don't think, but obviously if they were 
teaching Hebrew they were able to teach one age level. 
But I don't believe that they were certified. 
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K: Do you think they were competent? 

M: As much as I can judge, yes. I would say they were. 

K: 

Judging from my reading background, and, I guess that 
was the emphasis, that certainly has stayed with me over 
the years. 

Okay. Do you recall, did the riilbbi work with the 
teachers as far as like in service to ... Were the 
teachers required to make lesson plans or did you know 
any of this that was going on at the time? 

M: Truthfully no. Only as an older student did I assist. 
That was after confirmation. If we continued with our 
education we were allowed to be paid to be an assistant 
Sunday School teacher wi th a regular classroom teacher, 
and so I had a little experience on that end, but it 
wasn't anything real formal. I mean I was like a junior 
or senior in high school. And truthfully I don't know 
from that end because I haven't been involved with the 
teaching. 

K: Okay. As a student did you feel that the learning en
vironment was the type which kind of encouraged learning 
and stimulated ... ? 

M: Basically we had small classes. I mean there were some 
discipline problems which, you know, you always have. I 
know when I got a little older, I was sorry I hadn't 
learned more. I'm not sure it was the fault of the 
school system necessarily or my fault for not applying 
myself more. Because we were small, some of the classes 
were combined, so there might be several ages wi thin a 
class. And I saw some of these really bright students 
and I sort of was en vious of, you know, what they had 
obtained and maybe we hadn't. But whose fault it is I'm 
not sure. 

K: Okay. What period of time as 
concerned, when if you can figure, 
Sunday School, and when ... ? 

far as years are 
when did you start 

M: I started Sunday School when I was approximately six. 

K: Which would have been what year? 
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M: What year? Let's figure out mathematically. 

K: Let's figure out mathematically. 

M: I would say about 1950 I guess. 

K: And then you would have been confirmed at in what year? 

M: 1960 I believe so. 1960, 1961. 

K: Okay. Well let's kind of move it up now a little bit to 
the present time. 

M: I remember that .•. 

K: Oh okay! You're married? 

M: Yes. 

K: And you have two children? 

M: Yes. 

K: Both of them are enrolled in the Sunday School? 

M: Yes, and one in Hebrew School. 

K: Okay. And one's in Hebrew School. And how is it set up 
now? 

M: Well, quite different. First of all, when both of my 
children started Sunday School, it was still at Ohev 
Tzedek and truthfUlly the program wasn't very good. They 
had some young students, young people teaching the 
primary grades. And unfortunately our rabbi was ill at 
the time and there wasn't close supervision or 
coordination. And even though my children generally 
enjoyed going, they didn't mind going. I 
truthfully ... They got sort of a general overall of the 
hol idays and, you know, Jewish awareness, but it could 
have been a lot more. We have a smaller enrollment; I 
thing it's something like 21 in the whole school at Ohev 
Tzedek Temple. Two years ago we combined our Sunday 
School with El-Emeth and actually the children are bused 
to El-Emeth on Sundays and they have a much better 
curriculum. And then last year, for the first time in 
Youngstown, we had a joint commission on education. 
That is just for Hebrew School, the program and Rodef 
Sholom, the Reformed Temple and EI-Emeth and Ohev 
Tzedek, the two Conservative Temples, are combined with 
a professional director and a professional teaching 
staff. And there is definitely a great improvement. 
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K: Okay. Can you elaborate on some of those improvements? 

M: Well, I can see it in the curriculum they're using, 

K: 

in the methods they're using. They are using more 
creative, and I think their general philosophy is to make 
learning enjoyable. And for one thing, they are 
certified teachers, so they're certainly qualified in 
that area. And they're using more of a conversational 
approach. 

And in the history, well, my daughter this is just her 
first year, but there is a young girl from Israel that's 
teaching and the approach they're using, the children 
have pretended to take a trip to Israel and they made 
passports and everything in the beginning and they 
actually flew. They made a pretend plane out of their 
chairs and everything. And they, each week, visited a 
different city or port in Israel and studied the people 
and the culture and sometimes the food products or the 
industry of that area. And you know, my daughter came 
home really enthused and it was a good learning 
experience. 

Oaky. 
sudden 
formed 

Let's kind of go 
had this Jewish 

in the city? 

back a little bit. Why all the 
Commission of Education been 

M: Well, I'm not sure that this is exactly accurate, but 
over the years, at different times, surveys had been 
done in Youngstown from anywhere from the feasibility of 
having a Hebrew day school to some kind of combined 
school and it just hasn't been accomplished. There 
hadn't been enough support in the past. And what 
actually served as a catalyst at this time, and got it 
accompl ished, I'm not sure. At the two Conservative 
Temples anyway, their enrollment is getting smaller and 
the Reformed Temple, is moving more towards a lot of the 
tradi tion in Judaism. Some of the parents, they're 
interested in their children learning Hebrew and getting 
more of a Jewish education. So, like I said, I'm not 
sure whose impetus exactly, you know, got this on the 
road. But we all got together and they had study done 
and got the Temples' support and the Jewish Federation 
and from there it wasn't long before they started 
interviewing professional people. 
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K: Okay. So there are professional people that are actu
ally teaching this? 

8 

M: Yes, there are two full-time certified teachers plus 
the director is professional and several part time tea
chers. And I believe next year because of the new 
third grade class coming in, there's thirty some students 
there th~y are hiring another full time professional 
teacher. 

K: Okay. And they are professional teachers with quali
fications as far as in Jewish studies and that? 

M: Yes. 

K: Okay. In comparing the educational experiences that you 
had as a child growing up, do you think this is a step 
in the right direction? Do you think some of the problems 
that you had through your experiences, some of them have 
been remedied, have been ... ? 

M: Well, I think they'll get a much maybe broader and 
possibly more balanced. There from my area, at least it 
seems, there was more in the actual Hebrew skills and 
the prayer book and conducting a service, which is 
important, but I think now that they're learning more 
with the conversation and the culture in Israel, I think 
they'll be more well rounded. 

And of course in all education they come up with new 
aids and devices and, you know, ways of helping children 
learn. My children seem to enjoy going and seem to be 
learning, so that's the main proof I have to see how 
they draw evaluation. 

K: Do you see any problem with this program or any weaknesses? 

M: Well, it's not inherent in this program, it's just, 
which I always feel had been a problem, for one thing 
our children are still being bused to the north side. I 
mean the transportation has worked out, but it makes a 
long day for them. And I think it's important and my 
children will, most likely, continue to go. But I 
personally would be one that would be in favor of, even 
though I am a great supporter of public education, but 
if there was a Hewbrew day school, I think that because 
of the minority situation we are in, I would seriously 
consider sending them to a day school so that it would 
be an intergral part of their learning experience and I 
think they won't be so tired. I just don't care for the 
time after school. It's just a hard learning time. 
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K: Can you elaborate on the idea of a Jewish day school and 
everything? 

M: Well, I can't say I'm sure exactly how they are run 
because I've never been, lived in a community myself 
that had one. But I guess basically they get their 
secular subjects plus their Hewbrew and history and what 
ever other rela ted subjects, but as during the day as 
their regular curriculum. Then after school they don't 
have any additional religious studies. 

K: Do you feel that as a parent, if you would have any type 
of recommendations or that, is a door opened for parents 
to corne in and say, "I have a suggestion," or is the 
door opened for any kind of comments? 

M: It seems to be with the director. I've corne to know him 
through the Adult Education Program that is also fed and 
run through this joint commision. And we've had two 
parent orientations and it's with the teachers, general 
type, and then they had classroom visitations, and they 
would do something else; we just got to notice that 
we'll be getting an end of the year notice on our child. 
And up until now they haven't sent any report cards. 
They don't bel ieve in report cards and they haven't 
really given homework. And they at the meeting more or 
less explained that this isn't a choice, this is a 
philosophy not to have it. 

The directors and the teachers have always said to call 
if there were any particular problems or if you want to 
discuss anything with them, which I called a couple of 
times and they've been pleased to talk. 

K: What kind of meetings? 

M: What kind of meetings? 

K: Yes, 
have 

I mean are they regularly scheduled meetings that 
.. Which were like parent teacher conferences? 

M: Well, two meetings I attended, one was intially, this is 
a new program for Youngstown period, so they had a 
program just to explain to parents what to expect. And 
then the mid-year program was with the teachers 
explaining the curriculum, but was more or less on a 
general basis. If you had particular questions about 
your child you were to ask them on an individual basis 
or set up an individual conference. Then the parental 
visitation was just during the regular week day program. 
And then they already had a meeting if you had a third 
grader, on one who would be a third grader in the fall 
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K: 

starting Hebrew School, they had a special 
you could ask any questions concerning 
program. 

session that 
the Hebrew 

Otherwise it's just been on an individual basis. If you 
feel you want to meet with the teacher or the director, 
you can call anytime and set that up. But they haven't 
really had an evaluation, or any written progress 
report. 

So, if I hear you correctly then, 
tend to be quite open between the 
administrators and the parents? 

the communications 
teachers, and the 

M: That seems to be my experience this year. 

K: If you had to make the statement as far as, summarizing 
what we were talking about, what's your attitude toward 
the Jewish education today in general or in the city of 
Youngstown? 

M: Well, generally, I feel it's important to, well, I guess 
I feel religion is important anyway, but being that we 
are a minority and being that I live in the south side 
and there's a lesser Jewish population and my child is 
the only Jewish child in her whole grade and there 
really aren't other Jewish children in the 
neighborhood ... I mean, I still believe I still believe 
it's most important in the home and if they don't see 
things practiced in the home, then it doesn't matter how 
much schooling they get. 

But I believe a formal Jewish education is 
hope my children will be interested in 
continue, but right now, of course, 
starting out and they do seem to like 

important. I 
it enough to 
they're just 

it. And with 
these new techn iques and programs, it seems to be 
enjoyable program for them. Ask me in a couple 

an 
of 

years. 

I am most proud of saying, that at 35 I had my bar 
mitzvah with a group of ladies at our Temple and it was 
the first time women had a bar mi tzah at the Temple. 
And up until then women weren't permitted to take part 
in minion and so this was sort of a milestone. When I 
was thirteen, women I guess weren't having bar mitzvahes 
and I don't know if I really had the background or the 
desire. But something in the back of me always wanted 
to have that experience and I'm glad to have it now and 
I think it will be something to maybe have inset on my 
children, their Jewish education. 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

