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When 1 went to 'Nam, T went in 1965%, and I went over on
a ship with guvs like the o0ld World War TI movies.
Guys got on a ship, and thev go off to war. For me, T
didn't have the training the other guys had, because
when T went to this unit, I was only seventeen vyvears
old. It wasn't until the end of July, and I went
there--I think it was in March--and they held uwe in a
headguarters company passing out mail, which I didn't
have any idea what I was doing.

By the end of July, they knew yvou had to be eighteen
years old before you could go. The end of July, they
told me that T weould start training with what was the
Second Balttalion, Second Tnfantry of the Fifth Infantry
Division. Soon after, T started in with the training
there. They changed us over to the First Infantry
Divigion.

Ts this Marines or. .
Army.

Arav.
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Fort Devons, Massachusetts. Then, we hooked up with
Fort Riley, Kansas, an oulfit out of Fort Riley, Kan-

sas. Our unit, which was second to second, and we had
our sisiter company, which wag the Ffirst to the second,
All of wus left Fort Devons and went to Vietnam. T

think there was supposged to bhe 4200 guys on that shin
that went to 'Nam.

Was this advisor status or. . . 7
No, our advisors had left the States in June.
You guys were going to be actual field combat troops?

Right. My training was linmited. We were trained on
World War II tactics and what was known as Korea taco-
tics. They didn't know a whole lot about what kind of
fighting we were going to be involved in. They had
some id1dea as to what our basic training revolved
around, what was known as post-Korean War and World War
IT.

Then as we were on the ship going to 'Wam, they trained
on disarming grenades, what to look for in a long mine,
and the pungee pits.

Bochy traps?

Booby traps, yves. We locked at it--all the guys fig-
ured, "We're goilng to go there. We're going to kick
their ass, and we've going to be out of there." It's a
very small country, and with the sophistication that we
had and evervything that we had behind us, this was not
going to last long at all. After we had arrived and we
got into our base canmp, settled down in our base camp,
we were there ahout a month.

Well, we had barbed wire up the front, and Charlie, at
night, would come in and mess with our wire to see how

alert we were; and we'd shoot at him. T mean, the
whole line would open up on one or two guys that were
messting with the wire. They were just testing us. The
place that we were set up at was inside a rubber tree
plantation. Every time that we fired--and there were
rubber trees, we were seb up inside of thew. Every
time we Fired, we hit one of those rubber trees. BEvery

one of those rubber trees that we hit with M-79 round,
or machine gun fire, or vifle fire, cost our governunant
8750. After a while, after that month or so, before we
couid fire upon anvbody that was messing with that
wire, we had to call CQ headgquarters, which was in the

reavr, and ask them for permigsion to fire upon them.
The only other time vou could fire was iFf they were
inside our wire. Tt was the only other time we could
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fire, 17 they were actually inside the wire.

What they are telling yeou is that vyou can't do anything
unlegs the rear echelon tell you that vou can shoot?

That's right.
And they doan't know what is going on to begin with!

That's right. We had our hands tied. There could have
been ten of them out there plaviung with our wirve. If
we didn't get permission to fire on those ten, they are
going to fire on us.

Even if visual contact wasn't. . . .

No, no. Same way with, when we would go on patrol or
something-—if we were to tTake trucks, go out on patrol,
and then disembark from the trucks. In transporting,
golng to a certain area, 1f we would be fired upon f£rom
the village, we would dismount off the trucks, assault
the wvillage, and we would burn it down to the ground.
That. object wouldn't be rthere any longer for us to
receive any fire from thait, which was a good thing at
first. Then, they golt to the point where they told us
we couldn't burn them down. No matter how much Fire
came out of them villages, we couldn’'t burn them down
to the ground. We could not destroy thogse houses.

You had to leave the village?
We had to leave it.

Even though you knew vou were getting enemy fire from
the village, you had to let it stand?

Yes, TiL goit to the point where it was very political.
That was at the first part of the war.

What T understand from reading Fire ¥n The Lake is the
Vietcong would go into a village, set up a form of
government, tell the people, "We need you to live."
They get the goverunment started with the village, and
then, that village would be V¢ controlled. They would
dig their tunnels out afterwards and have c¢aches of
food there. 8till, after knowing that, they wouldn't
allow vou to take any action against that village.

There were times, whenever we found large caches, we
weren't allowed teo burn it down. They would let the
Air Force know about it. They would have to make the
decision whether or not they would bomb it.

Wapalm?
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Mapalm bomb 1it, ves.

You guys were fighting a war where they ave telling yvou
that vou can't take measures (o protoect yvourseif?

Yes.

Even 1if wou find the eneny, you can't destroy his
stronghold?

Yes. Tf we got fived, like T gay, 1if we got fived on,
we could return fire; but as far as total desgtruction
of the village, we couldn'® do it. Another veal sgiroung
misconception they had was that we had a basge camp we
worked cut of. Our base camp encompassed the village,
The wvillage was . . . ., which was on Highway 12. The
highway went vight through the middle of our base camp.
It was about five o'clock in the evening. They would
shnt the gates in there, and there was neo traffic
allowed. We would move on an operation. We'd move out
from that point, from our willage, oui, into the field
on an operation. Wa made contact, whether it be a fire
fight, vou know?

Then, they'd bhring eother troops in to help us out if it
be necessary. One of the misconceptions T have had,
since T came home, was, "Well didn't vour base camp
move up and secure that area?"” No, our base camp neveryr
moved up to secure that area. We nevelr encompassed
that area. Ve took that plece of ground to date,
fought over it, lost lives ovaer it.. People got wounded
and literally messed up over that plece of ground. We
had wmoved back from that area into our bhase camnp two
davs later. It was there for them to take over again.
That was the way the war was fought. We never moved.
We never secured an area. Like in Korea, they moved
up, secured a line. Our defenses never moved {from off
of those base lines.

You were fighting iv reverse then, to what actually vou
were trained to do?

Right.

Now, did veu volunteevr to go to Nam, or were you Just
sent there?

T was Jjust sent. T was enlisted in 1964. 1 had heard
about Vietnam, but T Jjust never thought that I would
end up going.

nNid anyvbody vou weal with actually volunteer to. . , 7

No, we all went as a unit to Vietnam, which I feel,
myself, T felt very lucky. Now, as the yvears run by, T
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talk 1o guys who were gsent as replacements. They
didn't ¥now who they were going to he involved with,
what kind of people they were, vou kunow, if yvou could
trust them or iF they could trust hiam. The biggest
part, when you got into a vallev, was [you asked vour-
selfl, "Can you depend on these two guvse that are
begide vou? Can you depend on yourself, act 1in a
manner that s going to save veour life and theirs?"

Was theve a comradeship bhetween paople in the unit?
Did +theyv get close to each other, or did they try to
kind of keep that apart bhe¢ause they were afraid they
were going to lose a friend?

Well, we tried to become a Tamily. T was the voungest
guy in there. Everyvbody in my squad kind of looked
after me. They taught me as much as they posgibly
could., I had these two sergeants. They taught me as
mich as they possibly could train me or teach me.
Without that, I wouldn't be here today, because those

two  guvs taught me to gurvive One of the gesrgeants
was killed. They . . . hiwm. The other sergeant, a
fragmentation grenade went off in his face. It's a

good thing all the fragments went down instead. He did
get a concussion bhlast in his face. Tt cracked the
bone under hisg eve,

T don't know., . . . My sguad leader, these tuo guys,
the two sergeants, T thought they weve team leaders.
My s=sguad leader caught four bullets, kilied hin. The
Platoon sergeant, he wag in World War IT and Rorea.
He'd been in botli of thew. I had heard about it; 7T
wasn't there at the time when 1t happened. He bhad told
this other guy, "T canmot let mysel? write houme to
another young man's mother or wife and tell them that
they are gene. T can't stay here, this is ridiculous."
He took an ¥W-16, put it on his foot, and enptied a clip
of twenty rounds on his foot; it broke hig foot up.

Just to go home?

He knew once thaft was done he was going home, Here was
a career man, took that, after all the pain T am gure
he has beeu through, all the people that were lost.

I have heard that a lot of guys tried to bury, while
they were in the country, tried to bury any feelings of
¢loseness., For instance, one vet told me it was like
your friend sitting ridht next to you and yets shot and
vou Jlook at him and say, "Well it is hetter vyou than
me . " Then, when they got hone, they had to deal with
that guilt that, "It is better yvou than me." When they
get home they say, "Why did T ever think that way?”

T can't say that I ever said that, "T awm glad that it



G:

Li:

G:

L

Li-

t

was happening," when somebody that I lest was somebody
that helped me. Like T gaid, we didn't try to be real
alose, didn't know much about their fawilies or wheie
they lived or anything. Sergeants were sergesants.
They stayved pretty much alone. The other guys, there
was that c¢loseness that {said]l, "You have ro depend on
this guy, get to know a 1ittle about him.” You don't
want to know s whole lot ahout him. Just like I said,
"Be here today, tomovrrow you are gonea.”

The Tess yvou knew abut him . . . it was all military?
Yes.

The less you knew about him as a person wouldn't alfect
vyou as much?

Right, because once you lose that person, yvou have lost
a bhig support. The support was tremendous. Once vou
get into a fire fight., vou know vou can depend on this
guy and this guy beside you. They know that they can
depend on you. That was tremendous, knowing that vou
waren't' going to freeze on the trigger and leave then
holding the bag, o3 go berserk and shoot one of them.

Would you say Lt was more a sense of personal Joss
thap, . . 7

Yes, I know when T lost, when the sergeant got his
head blown off, T cried for about three or four dayvs.
T still cry. Just thinking about it at that poini 1in
time, and it has been almost seventeen years for me.
Tt is more prevalent now since T have started ko deal
with it, you know, the feelings I had about the war at
that time, the Feelings that I have now and the penple
that I was with. I'm really angry at myself. It has
been seventeen years, and I have often thought about
[to myself], "Where ave thesge guys at? Are they dead?
Are they alive?"” The guys I was with. T am veally
angry with mysgelf, because I have never wondered, never
really woudsred about it.

Were yvou afraid to fiind out?

Yas, I think, yes. Are they wondering the same things
that I am? Where is this guy? Where ig he at? What
is he, doing? :

Did vyou have a feeling that when yvou got to Vietnam,
when vyour unit was sent that there was a veason for
0.5, involvement in Vietnam?

Every time the U.S. has ever been invelved in a war, or
a aoenflict, or a pelice action, it has always been
because of the communist take-over. Basically. that's
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what: T figured we were there for. Like I gaid, [T was]
growing up in the era, where John Wayne went off to warv
and, vyou know, fought the battle, staved until the
thing was over. [ didn't really have il in the back of
my mind that, after a vear it was over, that's when T'm
goeing home. They figured it was going Lo take a vear
Lo get it over with, you know, and they were sending
all these tTroops ovel. Tt'e only going to take a vear
to get 1t over with. I had no idea it was going to
last as long as it did.

But, vou felt that we should have been there?

Yes, atbt the time, T did. Now, I am not sure. Tt's a
guestion I can't answer. I am not really sure. T have
ixed feelings about the whole thing. What we did, the
United States, what we did to that country was a crime.
We took areas that were so beautiful, I mean picture
postcard, turned it into neothing., a desclate [placel,
iitrerally. The people, we didn't help those people,
We didn't help thosgse people at all. When we left, when
we Linally left Vietnam, the common man paid the price.

All the Awerican wmoney and materials left with us.

Yes., We left and the North Vietnamese came in and took
over. You don't have any idea how many people were
massacread.

Do you think we would have been better off just leaving
it alone, letting Ho have the free election instead of
stopping him like we Adid in 1954, whevre we refused to
support the elections.

T am not a political oriented peison, you know. T had
heard that one of the reasons we went in there wag
because Russia was starting to get involved. The Gulf
of Tonkin incident, things were starting to happen. &g

Far as political things, what was golng on with the
government. . . .

This was stuff they were telling you that Russia was
becoming involved in it?

Yes, ves.

Doeas 1t make you angryv now, that since some evidence is
coming out that Russia wasn't involved and that Vietnan
did not want China to become involved because they had
a long—=term hatred of China to bhegin with? Doeg that
make vyou angry that they told yvou, the "commiez" are
going to come down frowm Russia, sweep over Vietnam, and
take all of Southeast Asia along with it? Does that
make you mad that they ftold you this, [that] they kind
of fabricated it?
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Yes, I keep thinking back to the pzople that T kunew
that were killed. Those people would be alive today if

it wasn't for that. it was a waste. Tt wag a total
waste. One pergon, for one person that died in Viet-
nam, it was a waste. Tt was a crime. We still have,

most of them, 2400 and some guys still there, missing
in action or killed there.

They don't want to do anything about that either?

Well, suppesedly Reagan is a bhig supporter for POW-
MIA's. He is supposed to be starting something this
vear, What we have heard from Lyle Williams Js that
there 1is supposed to be public announcement speakers
[guch as]: Bobh Hope, Larrvy Wilcox, people 1like that,

television pergonalities. Big stars are supposed to
start public awareness about the POW-MIA's, asking for
support to help the POW-MIA's in Vietnam. Plus, T

understand Lhat the Pentagon is going to start releas-
ing. . . . But, vou know what 1s reallv strange, that
it starts now, in vear of an election.

Yes, 1l has taken them all thig time. Then, he 1s
going to do it during election year, Jjust to get votes?

That is the only thing T can say is behind it.
Have vou lost trust in the government?

I would say, ves. The only person I really, T would
sav that T Tooked up to 1n the governuwent, as far as
presidents dgo, ig Kennedy. Everybody else since that
time, thevy are more Tike puppets. My own feeling,
[it's] big business, and it's movnopolizing. As far as
T am concerned, it is the Presideurs, whatever they say
goes.

When you were in Nam and vou left there in 1965, dJdid
vour yvear's duty and went back in 1966, you came homne.
pDid you have any kind of cooling off period? Maybe a
week dn Japan or something so you could key vyourself
down befors you came home?

I left, we were in a place called. . . . We were doing
what they called pacifving the village. We went into
the village, and we secured the village, vave them food
and medic¢ine. The idea was to convert them over to our
way of thinking, to help us locate Vietcong or North
Vietnamese and point out cache areas and situff 1ike
that. That was our program, to win thewm over. I was
pulled from there to our base camp which was in, T
think they <¢alled 1t Dion or Zion, First Infantry
Division. They told me thevre that T was going to be
going home. I was one of the coldest, T think I was.
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There were four others that were after me, to ¢go home.
I was one of the last five guys. T hadn't actually
spent a year there, because they figured when we Jeft
the States, which wag September 26th. . . . We got
home on Ocitober 16th. T left there, 1t was September
5th. Thike T zay, T went down there and they gave me my
orders. They told me, vou have to have a uniform. The
only thing T had was my, vou know, field uniform,. T
did not have any clothing whatsoever. I had to bhy a
khaki uniform from a guy. We glued the patches on, he
told me I had to have brasg, U.S. and infantry type
brass. T didn't have any brasgsg; I didn't have any-
thing. He said, "Before vou leave here, you have to
have a complete uniform." Low gquarters, some  shoes,
khaki uniform. They meant it. T hought a pair of
loafers-— they were two gizes too big for me-~Ffrom a
Vietnamese boy whoe was selling what they called
bottle~capy brass. Tt was made out of bkottle-caps. I
bought a U.S. and a. . . . T didn't even have a belt.
T used an M-16 sling for my bhelt. I got on the air-
plane, and T was taking off the runway, and we got up
off the grovnd and the guy made the bank, started out.
We mnst have went out over Lhe ocean. He sald, "Well
that was a trial run. We are going to go down and
tonch down, and we are going to do it again,”" because
we didn't get shot at going up. T thought there was
going to bhe couplete chaos; T thought they were going
to kill that guy. They started to yvell and scream, the
guys were up out of their seat ygoing for the cockpit.

Was this Alir Force?

No, this was regular ajiriines. They had Vietnauwese or
Hawaiian stewardesses, but it was an American tanker.
After the commotion calmed down he gaid, "I'm just Jok
ing, you know, have to have some fun and games some-
times." Tt was no fun fFor the guys who were theve.

No.

We went bto Okinawa. We landed, then T remember we had
a layover for a couple of hours. We went into the PX,
and it had a snack bar. Tt was veally strangs. Every-
body was on guard for anythiong that was going on.
Everybody wag Juupy. Went through the Tine and had
hamburgers and milk. We couldn't get milk. We had a
powdered miik otv miikshake, or anvthing you.wanted. T
remeuber paying the clerk. T'% get paid before I left
Nam. Tt was no longetr MPC. Tt was hard, ¢green wnoney.
T vemember giving the givrl the money, and she handed me
something T hadn't had for a long time. It was c¢hange
in my hand. I can 1emember almost every guy in that
mess had change in his hand. They knew then that they
had left Nam. Change, take something as simple as a
huck, and I think will «hange them. I think those
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guysg, I don't think anvbedy in that line had a dry eve.
We went ahead, arte, and got on the plane again; and
went to Travis Alr Force Base. I think this is that
part Lbhat really hurt. We got off ithe plane there in
Travieg, and they walked us across the field Lo awaiting
buses. There were four little old ladies theve waving
flags. That. was our homecoming. Nobody there, and 7
felt Tucky. Wow T feel lucky. 1 have talked to guys
whe have c¢ome in at midnight, who took back roads.
They took back roads, so that nobody would know that
they were coming home. We went to a hig warehouse,
down on the docks, and got a shower. Most of us who
came out of the field had no showers or shaves or

anything. We got cleaned up. They issued us a new
uniform. Everything was just taken off of us. We
could keep our brass and outr borders, and everything
else was taken off of us and thrown away. We got a

complete new uniform.
Tt took you maybe a day to get home?

Yas, anywhere from twelve hours, it seems like, twelve
hours to forty-eight hours at the most.

Did that effect you, T mean cowming, as sgoon as
vou. . . . Like you =said and I've heard other guys
say, "You c¢ome out of the jungle. You have 1ived
almogt Jike an animal; you dan't get any hcot meals, no
showers, there are . . . frills or anyThing. You have
lived there for a year in the jungle, and lived with
the leeches; and then, vou come home." Like you sgaid,

"Nobody meets you at the airport, and you are pushed
right back out into sgociety." AaAre yvou still edgy?

311 the time. Jumpy. I jump at any noige, any sound.
We left there, and we went--there were T think six of
us-—~we got in a cab and went Lo San Francisco to get on
a plane. . . . It might have heen LA. T don't KNOW .
T know we went to the aivport, and T am sitting in a
window. The waramth was coming through the window, and
I was sitting there. I was talking to this other guy,
and I was waiting for my plane to come in to go to
Chicago.

I see thig blonde, long, blonde hair flowing. T said,
"Gee, look at that! Boy, T haven't seen a good Jooking
blonde in so long!" Whatever I said, the person turned
around, and il was a guy with this real long, blonde
hair. I couldn't believe it! Tn the back of my mind,
when I looked, I was looking, I was preparing for, to
see Vietcong, to  hear the sound of gunshot. Even
walking through the crowds, we made sure we weren't
bunched together, that we were all spread out, in
talking, we never ltalked with more than two guys at the
most, because of the crowd situation. We weve always

10
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still prepared for battle.

This Thapvens, probably to anybody that has had combat
time, no matter what war you are in. How long did that
readjustment take, or is it even still going on?

T'm not jumpy anyv more to the sound of loud noises. I
do get paranoid when I hear gunshots. I have a tenden-
cy--T can hear a helicopter five miles away. I can
hear the wind of the helicopter hlades. Op until two
or three months ago, I never took z# walk in the woods.
I was scared to death in the woods. Dry pastrures
always made my skin just crawl.

Open Tield?

Open field never really bothered wme. Woods just terri-
fied me. I could not deal with them. T had a dream--
and T still have it periodically, not as often as T did
before-=-but the whole sguad was wiped ocut; and I was
left in the woods by wyself. I keep reflecting——not as
a thirty~-five vear old man. I keep reflecting back to
that eighteen yvear old kid, stuck in the woods, really
not knowing what the hell vou do. How do you survive?
out of ammunition, T don't have any water. The only
thing T have is a knife. What do T do? Take my 1ife?
Tt leaves me at that point. I always wake up before T
find out exactly what happened. Do I actually kill
myself, or do T actually tvry to get from that point,
ont of there? Sweat Just pours off of ne.

And this ig till going ou?

Not as often as it has in the past, since I am able to
get out with other guys and sit down and talk. It has
been tremendous just to be able to git down and talk to
SOINEONEs .

What one thing sticks out tn yvour mind on vour axperi-
ences in Nam that has an effect on yvour life?

T guess the way I work. T have always been 1in work.
Get a idob, that is the most important thing toe you, ny
family. 7T went to work. T didn't think anything of mny
family, no matter if there were prohlems at home, any
kind of problems at all, sickness or anything. When T
went to work, 1t was everything. All T theought about
was work. I used to go to wovrk as much as an hour or
two early. I was =0 consgumed about my Jjob, the Jjob
that I had, ovr any Jjob that I had. T was so consumed
in that the thing that really bothers me the most is
when I don’'t have anything to do. I don't have any-
thing to do with my time off, gaturday and Sunday off,
if there is nothing going on to occupy wmy time T go
bananas.

11
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Tg that because, T have heard that the Vietcong would

Tull vou. They'd wait and wait and walt and make you
wailt. TIs that part of why this is dgoing on?
I really don't know. TIt's Jjust, when 7 was a kid, T

would do anything to get out of work, anvthing at all,
yvou  know, fo get out of work. Now, if there 1is uno
work, I just go a little bit, go off the deep end. I
have to be doing something. I have to he working. T
have to be doing something all the time.

Besides the nightmares that vou say vyou still have
occasionally, are there any other adverse effects that
vou have sgince you've come back?

Yes, I've got kidney problems. When T first came home,
7 had migraine headaches all the time. I had them up
until 1975. There was times that I felt, if I had a
gun, I would kill myself. The pain was tremendous. K

couldn't see. I couldn't sleep. T used to go down in
the Dbasement, with Just wy shorts on and lean up
againgt the wall because {he wall was cold. Lean up

against the wall and brush my head up against the wall.
Can yvou relate that to what happened in Nawm?

I just assumed, yvou know, I Jjust never thought aboul

the problems that I was starting to have. Just bhefore
that, i was always healthy. Fven while T was 1in the
service, T was healthy. T got home from Vietnam, and T
put on forty pounds. T always assumed Lt was a c¢hange
in the food and the diet. T can't hreak a 200 pound
mark, cgan't get past that mark. Wo matter how much T
diet, T gel down to 200 pounds and that ig it. That is

all the farther Lt goes.

Would that be maybe because you didn't have enough when
vou were there?

No, we alwayvs seened to have, we ate, a lot of time off
of the land. Two sergeants that we had, they were both
jungle trained. Ranger Lrained in jungle survival. We
learned an awful lot from those two guys. They showed
us what to look for, as far asg fruits and things to
eat, ripe fruit. & young palm tree, [youl cut it off,
cut so much out of it, and take the bark off of it; and

on the inside, it is 1ike @ leaft. We'd take [it], cut
it up and bhoil it. Tt wag like cabbage. Iidittle did we
know that the chemicals they were spraving. . . .

Do yvou think it was Agent Orange?

Your guess ig as good as mine. T have in the back of
my mind, yes. The things we ate off the lTand and stuff

12
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which were treated with chemicals, sprayed. We used a
tot of DDT spray and powders. As of 1967, they no
longer used it.

De you think the doverument ig tryiang to cover nup this

Agegt Orange, or do you think they are just afraid to
pay’?

I  think they are trying to cover it up. The way the
economy 1s now and their deficits and everything, vyou
are figuring a willion or two Vietnam veterans and
their families. It comes out that Agent Orange hasg an
effect on the birth vrate. You ask them, "What affects
a man?" I got married as scon as I got home from
Vietnam. T got married in 1967. My wife and I fried
very hard to have a child. Then, after six months, she
wasn't getting pregnant and went and had a test done.
At that time, I was found sterile. I'm sterile now.
At the time, it veally, really hurt me, because I
couldn't have a family, you know. & man's function in
life i1s to work, to provide a home for his family. A
family consists of his wife and children.

Tt was like they stole something from vou?
Yes, they have stole a part of my 1ife.

On  the news the other night, on CBS, they had Times
Beach incident with dioexin. They weve sayving how
dangerous dioxin is and everything, and then rtight
after that, they sgald 2,000 Vietnam vets are taking the
United States Government to court over Agent Orange.
Yet, they don't want to connect the two. From what T
understand, dioxin i1is Agent Qrange. Do vou think
that's Jjust one more hype the media has pulled on the
Vietnam vets?

Last Sunday, I was at a meeting with our veterans
group. My wife called me and said that near Tinesg
Beach, there was a farmer whoe, up until that day had
been selling his milk to Kraft, for their products

Kraft then told him they weren't buying any more of his
milk. They didn't give any explanation as to why, but
for yvears they had been buying his milk. Mysteriously
his cows started dyving off. One cow had three tumors,
the other cow had cancer. There was a company there
who had made dioxin.

Now Chemicals.

Right. They would dump the waste wmaterial +dnto fthe
creek, which his cows fed off of. In thls thing., it
gsaild that hig cows were taken by a university and
studied. You know there was never, after that story

came out, on a Sunday, Mondav, nothing was mentioned
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about 1it. Wothing in any of the papers. Tt was com-
pletely clammed up. If the government deoesn't have
anything to de with that, 1'm not sgmoking a cigarerts
right now.

So  you think that the media is controlled by the gov~
ernment?

T think the uwedia, the government hag a handle on it.
On what ig released?

Yes.

Yes, I did. . .

Not all commentators, and not all newsmen are governed
hy the government. They will stick their neck out. I
think it will come out.

Eventually?

Yes and 1 think the government is going to have. . . .

How much good did Agent Orange really do, T nmean defo-
liating the area?

On the first application, like in a heavy jungle, there
is the Iron Triangle, which was probably around three

to four canopies, Jlavers of vegetation. The Orange
would come in, and they would spread [it]; and it might
wipe out one canopv. There wasg one canopy leveled,

They'd spray again, maybe a month, three months later,
and take out another canopy level. The jungle cousist-
ently grew rapidly, because there was a leot of rain-

fall. Tn  an area that we cont a path through, 1in a
waeek, we would come back and that path would start teo
be already grown over, That is how rapidly the areas
grev.

To consistently keep the canopies down, they would have
to spray it every day?

Yegs, or at least once a week.
Tt really wasn't doing them that much good?

No, but like in an open area, an area where there were
crops, it would. VYou could spray that, and it would
totally Just wipe it out, turn to brown, powder., TL
would be like a dust bowl, is whai it reminded me of,
Everything was dust and all the weeds just dying over.
You knew that those little weeds at one time were a
full-grown healthy tree or a bush or grass.
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Dc veou think they should have spraved?
No.
It didn't really aid the war effort?

They sald it did. It cut down on their hiding places,
and 1t wiped out their Food supply. Tt didn't gain
anyvthing. No, we didn't gain anything from it.

Would vou go aloeng with the idea that the heavy spray-
ing, that there was nobody really, Dbescause of the
defoliant would g¢get in the water system, there was
nokody that actually escaped the Agent Orande poisoning
that was in the country? They had to drink the water,
and the water was contaminated.

I drank the water, the animals drank the water. People
drank the water. It was in the clothing material; 1t
was in everything.

There was no way to escape if you were in Vietnanm?

No, no way whatsoever., T know that. As wmuch as T
think, and I am a very patrictic person, I would not
leave this country and go someplace else bascause I know
the freedoms on things we have. What the government
did, and what we did in Vietnam was a crime. We have
an obligation not only to ourselves, but we have an
obligation te othevr countries, those people.

What do yvou think about the media representation of the
war?

The six o'clock news.

Yeag. The stuff they highlighted, for instance, Gthe
casualty repork. Okay there are 1,000 VC, and we used
20 men; and then, they press 1t later on in the My Lia.
They just blow that all out of proportion to what would
have happened. Do yvou think that hurt the American GI
when he came home?

I would say so. When I c¢ame home, T remember, T re-
fused to talk about the war. Pecple would say, "Were
von in the service?"” I would say, "Yes." "Did you go
to Vietnam?" 1'd say, "Yes." "What was it like? How
many pecple did you kili?" 1I'd just sav, "T'm not
going to tell you." Firxgt think, "How many people did
you killz?" "How many of your buddies got killed?®
"Who in the hell do you think yvou avre?"” "How could you
take somebody else's life?" "And all the kids that you

guys murdered! "And all the women you guys murdered!"
It was no longer enemy agalnst enemy, army against
army. It was the United States Army against children
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and women,
Do you think the media playved that up too wuch?

Well, they used to; they used it to the benefit of
theilr story. T think if they had not used that, nused
the women and children, which there were a Jlot of
children killed.

But, then there were a loil iLhat were actually Fifth
Column.

Right, they were involved in a lot too, That's as T
told a lady one time, who was a Jjournalist, the same
things happened during World War TT and Korea as hap-
pened in Vietnam. They didn't have the six o'clock

news, they didn't have the satellites that televised
it. What happened that day in Vietnam was on the news
that night. The status of the World War II vets and
Korean wveterans would have heen changed drastically,
too, 1if they would have had the news then and the
telecommunications that they have now.

What about the idea of Korea? You have a line. The
North c¢rossed that line, and they made, you kunow, a
War. They actually crossed a line and started & war.

Germany and Japan as aggressive nations in World War
IT, started a war whose justifications go to that war.
Do vyou think in Vietnam, since it was more of a civil
conflict of trying to unite the two into the countiy,
did that affect the opinion of the people in the United
States? They couldn't see a justification for itL.

As a young man going to Vietnam, T really didn't know a
lot about government workings and stuff. When T was in
school, I qguit school and went into the service. Every
time you salb in a ¢laggroom and vou would say something
to the teachers or the people who were teaching would

Say., "You listen to my opilnicns. I am the teacher i1n
this c¢lassroom, and what you say has nothing to do with
what idis going on." You weren't able to sgpeak vour

opinion or voice your opinions. You had to learn what
they were telling you. Wow that has changed. Tf vyou
have an opinion of something vou can speak 1t. Then,
you weren't ahle to. I got to the point where higtory
and government, I chose not to learn those things. T
was being very rebellious. T didn't do well at all in
school. T'm veally surprised that I Jived through
Vietnam, The one thing that helped me tremendously-—-
and I had it and theve was a lot of guys that didn't--
was common sense. A lot of guyvs didn't have common
sense. I must have had 1it, because T am here. Guys
that didn't have common sense died.

What do you mean by common sense?
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It was like a feeling. Rounding the corner, to he on
the ready. Those guys that were so relaxed, they just,
like they didn't care. They didn't care about the
people arvound them. They didn't care about themselves.
They went into areas not prepared to do battle. They
walked through the jungles with their wagazines inside
their pistol holders, becauge they just assumed that
nothing was going to happen. They walked through the
woods and ended up getting killed. They didn't care
about themselves or the guys around them.

That preparation to do battle, to have to constantly be
under stress when you came home, we talked a littile
about this before, does that stress still haunt you, at
all?

Tremendously. Sometlmes at work, now--we are going
through a transgformation at work--we'll be getting a
new foreman. Thisg guy c¢omes in to the depavtment and

figures we are all against him. Now, when I go into
work, T am prepared for battle. T don't go ia with the
feeling that [ aw going to have a good time, and be
able to talk to this guy in a ¢ivil manner. I go in
prepared to have a battle with this guy, and I am
geared up on it.

The idea of the training the Army gives vou, they train
yvou on, vou know, a whole different =selt of wvalues. You
learn to accept discipline, and they train you to go
out and kill people. When vou come hack to c¢ivilian
tife, especialily after having been in cowmbat situa-
ticns, how does that affect vour adjustment? Can you
break away Ffrom those rules?

T have, I have found that I can sensge when people, I
can just about tell, just by a few words from a person,
if that person and I are going to be abhle to get along.
T c¢an almest tell in a small conversation with this

person 1if I can trust this person. TfF T can trust this
person, then there is nothing T c¢an say or do that will
offend this person. If T can't trust this person, T

avold this person.

Do you think that is the Army rraining?

Yes,
Would you combine that with the Vietnam experience, of
having to trust whoever you are with? 2And life, vyour

life depends on that person.
Yes.

S50, would you say that makes vou more c¢hoosy now?
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Yes. The people I work with. I clasgify them as

friends. They are not really friends, the people I
deal with every day. I have a very small group of
friends, and up until I joined the Vietnam veterans

group, T had, literallv no friends.
So, it hurts yvour interpersonal relationships?

Tremendously. You just feel like an ocutsider all the
time. When I first came home, when I first got mar-
ried, like T said, theie were people I worked with that
I classified as friends, but theyv were actually Just
asgo¢lates. They were not friends. A friend, to ms,
is a persgon that vou can call at two-o'clock 1in the
worning if your car is broke down, or vise-versa, some

body you can really depend on. That's what the guys in
Nam [were]. Somebody when something drastically was
wrong, I could count on them for support.

o you think you would have been the sgame 1f yvou
wouldn't have went? Or would you, let me see how I am
trying to tell you this, are you meore, are you harvder
on people? Is it harder for a person to bhecome your
friend now than it would have been mayhe even before
vou went to Nam, because vou know how much yvoun have to
depend on a person? And what, more or less, Lrue
friendship is?

I'd say, before I went to Vietnam, veople T practically
lived with, T had two or three other families that T
could go and spend the whole day and evening with.

Many times T stayed overnight. 7T ate with them; it was
like, T was part of their fawnily. There were Tour or
five families +that T was like part of their family.
Since that time, when T came home, that relationship

stopped. 211 the guys that I orew up with, that were
my friends for life, are no longer my friends.

Your attitude changed?

Yes, T just could not, T don't know, T felt 1like an
outsider all the time, lost. There was guys who didn't
go to Vietnam. They stayed here in the States. They
got good jobs, and they had homes. Every time T go fto
talk to them, "Oh, T just put $25,000 into my house. T

got this new and everything." If T said to you, "We
just went out and bought this used car." "Yes," he'd
say, "It's just a used car." They were alwayvs a higher

class than I was, once I got home.
They made vou feel like yvou had wasted vour time?

Yea,
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Going into the service?

Yeg, T would have been more accepted if T would have
went AWOL or if I would have ran off to Canada.

Rut hecauss you wanted to fight, yvou were some kind of
idiot?

Yesg,

The anti-war movement started around 1966. Did  that
hurt the adjust problem of the vet, coming home?

I think so. There were a iot of vekbs who Joined the

anti-war movemnent. Myself, T didn't Join. I didn't
Join anything. T was just lucky that I suvvived Viet-
nanm. For the last seventeen vears, I have never bhe-
longed to any organization. T've never, like the

bowling leagues and things like that. I've never done
any of that. ¥y only outlet was work.

IT've talked to some guye who said they came home and
all they c¢ould do was dvrink, was that your escape?
Work was yvour egcape from facing it?

Yes, T went to work, and T became a totally different
person. 1t was like I put this mask on, and T becane
somebody else,

Wag that suppressing the feelings vou had?

Oh, T think that a Tot of the guys--T work with a lot
of guys from the Vietnam Vets, and yvou weould never know
it. They never told me. T was really sgurpriszed at
some of the guvs that come in a talked to me, because T
wear this hat every day to work. T wear this hat
practically everywhere I go, because I am a Vietnan
veteran;: and T am dawmn proud of it. For a long time, T
wasn't proud of being in the military, and surely, I
wasn't proud of belng a vet.

Is that lecause of what the public did to the vet?
They blamed the war ow the vet?

Yes, and that didn't have a damn thing to do with it.
The vet was no different than they were, no different.
Except, here he was. He wasg put into a situation where
either he &id what he was told or he would be court-
martialled for 1t and put in prison, or he ended up
getting killed, or he survived.

You just congider yourself a survivor?
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Do  you think that is how most of us look at 4it, that
they are just survivors?

Yes. A lot of guysg T did talk to, they say, "Honest to
God, T wish T would have went over there and would have
never came home." Those guys who died in Vietnam were
lucky, because they do not have to put up with this.
Those guys who got killed in Vietnam are down in the
ground. They no longer to worry about what was dJdoling
on here. Now a lot of guys . . . actually I tell vyou;
I've talked to guys. They would like another Vietnam
to start. They'd go back. They would honestly go
back. No matter how many kids they have, what their
regpongibility idg, they would go back, just hoping on
the chance that they wouldn't return.

Do yvou think that the American public is changing that
opinion now? Is it slowly starting to evolve into, "We
were wrong. It wasn't their fault.”

Yes. Last vear, well T had been in the Vietnam veter-
ans for a little over a vear now, and when T started
doing it, 1 talked to my parents about it. My dad has
never been——1've never been able tu tell my dad or my
mother what T did in Vietnam. They choge not to lis-
ten—~—or they didn’'t want to hear about it, but they
knew that there was a problem. My mom just told me,
about twoe or three months ago, about sgomething that
happened to me the first night T was home. That T had
walked out, and I never rewmember--I didn't even know T
did it, but T was--T came home, and T was Javing in bed
asleep; but T must not have been asleep, and my brother
who T hadn't seen, came home a night later. He walked
through the bedroom door. My mom said T was out of the

bed, and I had him by the threoat. He was down on his
knees, and I was choking him to death. I was still in
the war.

It is hard to escape the war? Even now?
Yes.

NDid you think that if the vet would have come home and
the people would've been willing to listen, even with
the anti-~war movement, if the people would have been
willing to listen to what the vet had to gay and how he
felt, could that have changed the problems that we are
having today? §Like delayved stress and. . '

The suicide rate might not be so tremendously high. Or
even when we came home, if theyv would have said, "We
know vyou want to go home, but we want to sit you down
for two or three weeks and have a deprogramming. I
don't think the guys would have minded that a bit,
knowing what they know now. When T got home, T was
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anxious to get home, be with my family, my mom, my dad,
and wy brothers and sisters, and sy friends, and leave
that behind me, but it has never left.

There has been a lol of movies now. We have The Deer-
hunter, we have Coming Home, and Apocalypse Now, movies
about Nam. How much does that affect the readjustment
of the vet? Like for instance in Coming Home, thevy
show one guy that couldn't deal with his problenms,
killing hingelf to escape his anguish. Ts this a true
portrayal of. . . .

T would say a percentage.

A percentage of these guys are suffering these prob-
lems?

Yes. I have not seen that movie. 1 didn't sce The
Deerhunter: I refuse to watch The Deerhunter. T did
go and see Apocalypse Now. There see parts in  that
movie that are hilarious, that are Just dramatized.
There is a part in the movie whevre the guys are going
down the river on a boat and they are all laid back and
relaxed and all of a sudden Charlie opesus up on then.

Now, that is about as true of what it was Jlike, that
short 1little pilece. That wag about as true as what it
was Jlike. There were times where total relaxing,

carrying your weapon on your shoulder, walking around
with vour rifle on your back, walking through 1like
this; and it happened to you, just like that. Although
I was never omn a boat, that incident, where the pilot
Just snapped and they were starting to five on then,
that happened, I would say about a hundred times. That
was true. A lot of it was dranmatized.

What would you say was dramatized about 1it?

The one guy that switched over to the mount-yard, the
big headings and that part of it ali. Some of it
happened. T'm not saying it didn't. Some of it, in the

mass they showed on the screen, . . .

Was over-dramatic?

Yes.

What about the assault by Air Mobile on that village?

I had heard that they actually used papers and atuff
like that to scare the villagers. The assault on the

village, that was real, the alr assault. Those chop-
pers could lay down a field of Fire that vou just would
not bhelieve. Throw rockets off the ships.

Do vyou think this effected the vets? T mean in The
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Deerhunter they showed yguys sitting around with a rifle
or a pistol playing Russian roulette because of what
went on in Nam. You gaid a small percentage of the
guys are like that. Do vou think maybe they should
show the other side of the guys that c¢ome home and
adjusted well to it?

Well, let me give you a figure. There is a figure out,
that appreximately 80 percent of the guys are coping,
are coping with thelr problems. We yo to work, pay our
taxes; we do our Jjob and we do our job well. We don't
have arrest records, little or none. It's only about
20 percent to 25 percent who cannot cope, and that's a
far cry of what the media and people think of us. They
think cover hatf of ng are just loonies, that you cannot
turn your back on them or they will take yvour life or
steal you blind. We're all drug addicts, we are all
alcoholics. This is not the truth.

Do wyou think the vet is tryving to cope with his prob-
Lemg by suppresgsing a lot of this anxiety and guilt
feelings?

Yeg.
Will that eventually. . . .

Ch, it will eventually come out. It will be violence,
Vieclence. Me, I've always flowed along, on the sur-
face, as a even keeled person. There are times in mny
life where T have just totally lost contreol. Thank God
I have never hurt anybody. I tell stories of me. I
built a workbench in my basement, and I like to do a
little work down in the bhasement. I had this old door,
and I put legs on it. T wmade this . . . and put it on
the bench. 7T was really happy of what T did and proud
of this. Finally, T got it all dene and everything.
Two days later, T don't know what it was, something set

me off. Instead of taking my violence out on my fami-
ly, T went down in the basement and teok a claw hammer,
turned it over to the c¢law part of the hammer, and T

beat that damn bench to death. TI'd just beat it and
left holes in it, and heat it and beat it, and beat it.
I took that $42 vise, and T beat it teo death. There

was nothing left of it. Just total anger. I'd Jlost
control of the situation. I just beat it and beat 1t
until there was nothing left. Splinters. I stood in

the corner, and T cried.
All this could have beeun prevented if somebody would
have listened to you when you first got back? You
could have let that out?
I have won a claim to the VA hospital for disability
for delayed stress. I have what they c¢all neurological
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damage. Now what it means ts thal nerves or something
in my head are not right. Sometimes, like now, T am
trying to think, and the whole train of thoughlts s
just wiped out. Just like that. My mind is going a
thousand miles an hour, and T can't, [ can't pick up
one thinyg. That T c¢an say, and it happens to me quite
often. I'1lL be talking to somebody and Jjust a big
space, nothing there. T feel like this person probably
thinks 1 am loosing my marbles. T jugt have this dig
block in there.

I talked to a couple of guys, and one of them told me
[what] the hardest thing that he had to Jlive with
[was]. Besides the fact of coming home again, being
dropped off and left on his own to go home to his
family and work his problems out, was the fact that
when vyou are 1in a fire fight and there are twenty
persons firing on one bush and you kill sowmebody, vyou
can rationalize and say, "Well it wasn't me who did

it." When you are face teo face and you know that
yvou've killed somebody, vou have to deal with that on
its own; it's the hardest part of the adjustment, is

learning to cope with the fact that vou killed some-
hody. Do you have that feeling?

I did. 7T killed a guy. T was on patrol, and I was a

rear guard. There were about 18 to 20 of us. We were
walking through a heavy wooded area, and it was coming
to a c¢learing. There was a bend just before we got
into the c¢learing. I felt scared. T couldn't go in
there. The hair was beginning to stand up. T  knew
somebody wasg there. Somebody was waiting. Exactly
what it was T wasn't sure. Tt was Jjust an esvie feel-

ing that T was being watched. Something was theve that
was really going to hurt.

We entered the clearing around the bend, and we stood
on the bend. It was aboulb 25 to 30 yvards, and then,

the guys went back into the woods. I told myself, "I
don't want to be out here by myself." If somebody is
there, he i1s just liabkble to take me out. I pulled
these guys out of the woods and into the clearing. As

they entered and the foliage started pulling in behind
them, I picked up the pace to catch up to them. Tt
seems like T was halfway between the entrance of the
wood -line and the clearing. 1 heard gomething. Tt was
Charlie, he opened up on me with a carbine, and
launched rounds. It went "zip," past my " head,. His
carbine Jjammed, or I wouldn't be here today. My senses
were simply, to turn, flip my M-=16 on full automatic,
and as I turned, T was firing. Just from the hip, I
just brought it around. I Jjust emptied twenty rounds
all over the area. T caught this guy four times in the
chest. The guys came back, and I'm standing there,
staring. I could stil)l gee this guy, the expression on
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his face, him dying. I stood there. They are all
gathered around him, deployving in case theve's Charlies
in the wood-line. They are deploying it, checking this
guy out. ‘They came down and got me, literally dragged
me to him. Looking down he didn't 1look to be sixteen,
seventeen, or so. He was Tourteen yvears old. T actu-
ally went out and killed this guy, thisg kid.

Does that still scare you?

Yeah it does. In the rap greoup, 1t was the Ffirst that
I had brought it up.

The VA, are they doing enocugh to help guys with prob-
lems? With coping with their problems?

They are beginning to now. Trumbull County and Mahon-
ing County have a grant for veterans and their fami-
lies, The problems that I have lived with the last
seventeen vears my wife has lived with me. Tt’'s not
only the Vietnam veterans the guvs fear, 1t is the hell
we put our families through.

Are they sti1ll suffering with you?
Yes.,

Do  you think that is causging, I don't know what the
divorce rate is among Vietnam veterans, but do you
think that it increases the divorce rate?

I would say that I know there are four of us that are
gtill married. & lot of the guys have been divorced
and remarried as many as three, four, five times.

Because they can't cope with what weat on there, and
they take it out on their family and. . . .

Yeah, they have a captive audience in their families.
Familieg may want to, you know, think they are going to
run out on it. It has just been in the last year that
I have actually told my wife, where she has been actu-
ally interested in hearing what I did in Vietaan. She
never pressured me, when I wag, when we were married,
"What did you de?" She knew I was . . . , but she
never asked, "What did vou do?" "Well I was a combat
infantry man in the fields," and we left it at that.

How 1long is 1t going to take, or what ig it going to
take, for the Vietnam vet to hescome adjusted, fully
adjusted?

People say to me that I am fully adjusted. T have to

say that I don't think I will ever be fully adjusted,
maybe 80 percent or 90 percenti, maybe 99 percent ad-
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Justed. I think there will always be a percentage
where T will not be adjusted.

There will always be something to come back and. . .

Yes. T was working at night in music, at school play-
ing musia, rock music, roll music. A song came on, it
was a taped ghow; a song came up, "Abraham, Martin, and
John," and T was listening, and the move I Jistened to
it, that was ay tiwe in Viaetnam, and that came out.
Some of the other songs were, and I was standing there
and T was crying. I couldn't ask for her to turn 1t
off, because T was afraid ghe would netice that I was
crying. I kept my head down, and I kept my head down,
T was ¢rying, listening to this musice. It wasg hurting,
the memories.

Would you call them flashbacks?
Yes.

What about the idea of jobs for the vets? Do yvou think
the vets are still getting screwed as far as jobh oppor-
tunities?

Well, let me put 1t this way, I got hired at Packard in
1972. I was hired a Vietnam veteran employed. I am
lucky because T have ten yvears geniority, and T am not
laid off. I am near the bottom of the deck, and T have
200 people below me 1right now, wherveas there used to be
2000 people below me. In that 2000 people there were a
lot of Vietnam vets out of 2000 people.

Do you think ilhey should give the vet the job first?
Does the country owe him that much?

My own personal opinion is that ithey should have the

opportunity. TI'm wot saying that somebody should, who
went to college and who has got the degree, be pushed
off aside, and give a job to a person who i1is not

skilled to do that job. I don't think the veteran 1is
actually locking for a handout. T think all he is
looking for is an opportunity to show what he can do.
In military 1ife, vou came to work and you did vour
job. You did it to the best of your ability. VYou were
basically on call 24 hours a day. You learned a gkill,
whatever it may be, and vou learned that discipline
goes right along with it. Most of these guys can and
are willing to, you know take whatever, whatever comes.
As far as the government saving, "Okay, we are going to
give you, have a million Vietnam veterans," or how many
of us there are, "we are going to give you a job at
840,000 a vear, to appease yvou." Wo, T don't think
they will buy that.



G:

Li:

Last question, thig c¢lass that we are having
vou believe they should have done this before,
clags at a college level about the Viatnam War

Yes, because what we went through in Vietnam,

now, do
teach a
il

and part

of our group we have a scoripture, we would like to go

to churches, schools. We would like to he
speak about Vietnam, g0 later on in 1ife, yet

able to
another

Vietnam does not happen to generations Lo come,

Prevent it?

Prevent it.

Would you go again?
Probably. I think so.

END OF TNTERVIEW
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