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Tuition on the rise again 
By: Adrienne Sabo 
COPY EDITOR 

Y o u n g s t o w n State 
U n i v e r s i t y student Kelsey 
Rupert is describing the tuit ion 
hike i n terms she can under­
stand. Tui t ion is g o i n g u p 
about $183 a semester. "That's 
a car payment," Rupert said. 

Y S U Board of Trustees voted 
on Fr iday to increase tuit ion 
from $3,166.44 a semester to 
$3,348.48, an increase of $182.04 
for f u l l t ime undergraduate 
students. 

Some students don't under­
stand w h y tuit ion is r is ing yet 
again. 

D r e w Tomko, a cr iminal jus­
tice major said, "I think i f s 
d u m b . College is n o w w a y too 
m u c h and I don't get w h y . " 

Student G o v e r n m e n t 
A s s o c i a t i o n President C h a d 
M i l l e r said, that the increase 
w i l l be more of a burden o n 
students and it is unfortunate 
that it has to happen, but it was 
expected. 

"Students are coming here 
for a good education, not just a 
good value . If we want the 

qual i ty to stay the same it 
means the cost must go u p , " he 
said. 

Y S U President D a v i d Sweet 
said, "The reality is that every 
institution increases tuit ion and 
w i l l continue to increase unless 
there is a dramatic change i n 
perspective for student support 
from the state." 

There are options to help 
defer the r is ing cost of tuit ion. 

Y S U currently has 423 schol­
arships to offer students. Elaine 
Ruse, director of financial a id 
and scholarships, said that the 
criteria varies, but students are 
able to go online and use a 
search engine to f i n d scholar­
ships that apply to them 

A c c o r d i n g to Ruse, the u n i ­
versity i n c l u d e d close to 
$700,000 i n addit ional scholar­
ship funding i n the new b u d g ­
et. 

Re id Schmutz, president of 
the Y S U Foundat ion said that 
awarding scholarships is l ike 
putt ing together a giant j igsaw 
puzzle . Schmutz recommends 
that students use the onl ine 
search engine and f i l l out a 

F A F S A to begin the scholarship 
search process. 

Sweet said, " O u r scholarship 
programs are attractive a n d 
should be checked out by any 
Y S U student a n d students 
looking to come to Y S U . " 

W i t h the u p c o m i n g elec­
tions, students s h o u l d get 
i n f o r m e d about what candi ­
dates p lan o n d o i n g to help 
tuit ion costs he said. 

M i l l e r said that one of the 
ways to stop tuit ion increase is 
to w o r k w i t h state legislators 
and lobby for changes i n the 
state budget. M i l l e r said, "State 
funding is significantly going 
d o w n and we need to make our 
cause and get back into the 
budget." 

Y S U ' s tuition remains one of 
the lowest i n the state and some 
students are aware of this fact. 

K o l l i n Rupert, a Y S U stu­
dent, said, "It is an increase, but 
compared to other schools it is 
st i l l cheaper." 

Sweet said, "We are $1,300 
below the average state cost for 
college and $1,700 less than 
Kent and A k r o n . " 
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M i k e Borsh, MoveOn member, protests outside of a local gas station against 
the high gas prices. For the complete story see page 2. 

By: Laura Neely 
Adrienne Sabo 

THE JAMBAR 

A t the first sight of the blister­
ing summer sun, people break out 
the sunglasses. Since 1930 they've 
gained populari ty and are n o w an 
essential summer accessory. 

Pract ical ly every c lo th ing or 
department store offers sunglass­
es, so f ind ing where to look isn't 
hard. Prices vary especially w h e n 
it comes to sunglasses. Target, O l d 
Navy, Kohl ' s and JC Penny's a l l 
offer moderately priced sunglass­
es for less than $20. Designer 
brands of course cost 
more, w i t h the average 
price a r o u n d $200. 
Technology has also 
h e l p e d to i m p r o v e sun­
glasses. For those look­
ing to spend a little 
more than usual , 
O a k l e y offers, 
" T h u m p s " , sunglasses w i t h a 
buil t - i n M P 3 player and u p to 512 
megabytes of memory. These 
"musica l shades" can cost any­
where from $500 and u p . 

Most importantly f inding the 
right shape to fit y o u r face is 
essential. One s imple t ip is to 
where the opposite shape of what 
y o u r face is. For example, if y o u 
have a round face, wear a rectan­
gular frame. 

H o w e v e r more detailed guide­
lines w i l l help y o u to f ind the right 
fit. 

- O v a l faces can wear almost 
any k i n d of sunglasses and it w i l l 
look good o n them. These face 
shapes are the most proportioned. 

-Heart shaped faces s h o u l d 
wear rimless sunglasses. Without 
rims, the sunglasses w i l l not create 
as m u c h of a border as frames. 

- R o u n d faces w i l l want to wear 
glasses that make the face thinner 
and longer. The best are angular 
or rectangular frames, this w i l l 
give length to the face; also try 
sunglasses w i t h a brow bar. 

-Oblong faces definitely 
have it easy this season w i t h over­
sized frames. These help to bal­
ance out the length of the face. 

-Square faces should stick to 
oval or rounded frames. This w i l l 
a d d softness to the face and create 
a nice shape. 

Whatever your price range and 
whatever your style, there is a pair 
of sunglasses for y o u . Mos t impor­
tantly make sure to try them o n 
before y o u buy. Once y o u f i n d the 
right fit y o u ' l l be o n your w a y to 
enjoying the summer sun i n style 

this year. 

Colors 
Colored sunglasses seem to be the 
thing of the moment. Find a color that 
compliments your skin tone. Black and 

tortoise frames are a thing of the 
past, so be bold and 

try out new colors-
electric blue and lime 
green. These bright 

new colors never fail 
to impress. 

The Jackie O glasses 
These oversized sunglasses mimic those worn by 
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis in the 1960s. These 
"first lady" shades are still popular today and are 
a favorite with the celebrity crowd. Retail stores 
have caught onto the trend and these shades are 
sold in a multitude of colors and hues. Go for 
more than just a traditional black pair. Stores like 
Charlotte Russe offer a two for $10 deal. Stock 
up during these sales to 
ensure you have a 
pair for every 
outfit. 

Aviators 
Dark lenses, an oversized teardrop lens 
shape and thin metal frames character­
ize these shades. The design first 
appeared in 1936 when issued to the 
military aviators and coined the name; 
aviators. Designer brands such as 

Michael Kors and Prada make a variety of 
aviators, but inexpensive versions can be found 

in most stores. 

Wayfarers 
For those who are traditionalists, wayfarers are a safe option for 
summer sunglasses. These came to popularity in the 1950s by 
Hollywood celebrities such as James DeanThese sunglasses 
make a good investment and 
never seem to go 
out of style 

Sunglass photo source: www.instyle.com Photo courtesy of KRT Campus 
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GAS PRICES 

By: Emery Boyle-Scott 
NKWS EDITOR 

A t an A u s t i n t o w n gas 
station Wednesday night, 
Y o u n g s t o w n State 
U n i v e r s i t y student T i m 
R a r i d o n wore a T-shirt 
wi th the w o r d "disobey" 
printed boldly beneath an 
outline of President Bush's 
face and w a v e d a s ign 
reading " O i l $$ out of 
Congress." 

R a r i d o n d o n n e d his 
apparel in the spirit o£ the 
Fourth of July. 

M o v e O n members of the 
M a h o n i n g Valley gathered 
at the B P gas station o n the 
corner of M a h o n i n g 
Avenue and state Route 46 
to protest r is ing oi l prices 
and Uni ted States depen­
dency on fossil fuel. 

M o v e O n is a pol i t i ca l 
action organizat ion that 
seeks to " b r i n g real 
Amer icans back into the 
polit ical process," accord­
i n g to w w w . m o v e o n . o r g , 
the official M o v e O n Web 
site. 

K i m Kengor, a con­
cerned citizen and host of 
the rally said, "This rally is 
a part of 300 s i m i l a r 
events." 

The A u s t i n t o w n protest 
was a part of a "Nat iona l 

at, 

f 1 1 

49th -*» ***• 
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A MoveOn member displays a protest sign on the corner of 
state.Route 46 and Mahoning Avenue 

Day of A c t i o n . " Rar idon such as water, w i n d , and 
said the F o u r t h of Ju ly 
brings out many travelers 
and a traditional raise i n 
gas prices. "The idea is to 
get people aware of the l ink 
between oi l and poli t ics ," 
he said. 

"In the long run, the cost 
of gas is the least of our 
worries , " Kengor said. The 
Uni ted States needs tighter 
fuel efficiency regulations, 
more alternative fuels and 
alternative energy sources, 

solar power, she said. 
M i k e Borsh f r o m 

B o a r d m a n said , " G a s 
prices are soaring out of 
control, and that affects m y 
family 's budget i n a b ig 
way. Congress should be 
doing something about i t . " 

The rally was the first 
M o v e O n event i n the area. 
A n y o n e interested i n join­
i n g M o v e O n can go online 
a n d s i g n u p at 
www.mpveon.org . 

YSU 

McNally named budget director 
By: Emery Boyle-Scott 
NKWS EDITOR 

Area resident returns to 
the M a h o n i n g Valley, .for 
new post at Youngstown 
State University. 

Y S U hired Neal M c N a l l y 
as the new director of b u d ­
get planning and resource 
analysis, effective July 3. 

M c N a l l y , a 1990 gradu­
ate of B o a r d m a n H i g h 
School, said he looks for­
w a r d to returning to the 
Valley. 

Eileen Greaf, executive 
director of f inancial ser­
vices, said, "h i s 
[McNal ly ' s ] experiences at 
O h i o Board of Regents w i l l 
be valuable to us ." The 
O h i o B o a r d of Regents 
(OBR) currently invests 
about $2.6 m i l l i o n i n 
Ohio 's higher education. 

M c N a l l y , former assis-

M c N a l l y 

tant director of budget and 
resource planning for O B R , 
said he w i l l be making sure 
Y S U gets the money it's 
supposed to from the State. 

Greaf said, " H e w i l l be 
asked to evaluate the [cur­
rent] budget process." 

M c N a l l y sa id he sees 
one of his roles as budget 
director to be identifying 
needs and priorities w i t h i n 
the university and recom­
m e n d an al locat ion of 
funds. 

Departmental t rou­
bleshooting is a key part of 
his job, "I see budget p l a n ­

n i n g as : an ongoing func-: 
. t ion," M c N a l l y - s a i d . - • > • 

M c N a l l y said he sees the 
effect of the budget on stu­
dents to be the "allocation 
of resources." M c N a l l y 
said he w o u l d make sure 
highly enrolled programs 
have enough funds for 
g o o d professors, e q u i p ­
ment and programs. 

In light of the constantly 
r i s ing tu i t ion prices, 
M c N a l l y sa id tu i t ion 
depends o n state support, 
and state support of higher 
education has gone d o w n 
recently through no fault of 
universi t ies . O h i o has 
many top priorities, one of 
which is higher education, 
M c N a l l y said. 

News In Brief 

A n / e v e n i n g of T r u l y 
" M a g i c a l " Debuts 

Youngstown Playhouse presents the debut performance 
of local magician John Steven Bloom. He will w o w and 
thrill onlookers with his unique blend of unbelievable illu­
sions and sleight of hand. 

Bloom and his family have toured the United States and 
Mexico. His performances are appropriate for all ages 
and of all demographic backgrounds. 

The July 7 and 8 shows will be at 8 p.m. and tickets only 
cost $10 for adults and $8 for seniors and students. A 
matinee will be July 9 at 2:30 P M . Reservations can be 
made by calling (330) 788-8739. 

M V H S Ce lebrates 80th A n n i v e r s a r y 
of C o m m e r c i a l Broadcast ing 

The MahoningValiey Historical Society is sponsoring a 
traveling exhibit celebrating the 80th Anniversary of 
Commercial Broadcasting in the MahoningValiey. 

For more information, contact James Sturgill, Manager 
of Education and External Relations for the Mahoning 
Valley Historical Society at 330-743-2589. O r send email 
to mvhs@mahoning history.org. 

Y S U W o m e n ' s C lub A w a r d s 
Five Scholarships 

Youngstown State University Women's Club awarded 
$ 1,000 scholarships to Y S U students Kristy McCoy of 
Boardman, a sophomore, double majoring in religious 
studies and philosophy and Dana Broomes of N e w 
Castle, a sophomore nursing major. 

Three scholarships, funded in memory of Martha K. 
Shuster, were awarded to Kelly Combs of N e w 
Middletown, a sophomore clinical laboratory science 
major, Orsolya Dunai of Austintown, a junior advertising 
major, and Charles Thayer of East Liverpool, a junior his­
tory major. 

Application forms for the 2007-08 academic year are 
located at the Kilcawley Center Information Desk, the 
Scholarship and Financial Aid Office, and on the Women's 
Club Web site at www.ysu.edu/womensclub/scholar-
ships.shtml. For more information, contact Denrse 
Walters Dobson at 330-941-7272. 

S u m m e r Y S U P rev iew 

O n Saturday, July 8, the Office of Undergraduate 
Admissions will host the Summer YSU Preview, inform-

ring;.prospective students about available services and 
activities at YSU. Information tables, are .available to YSU 
organizations and will be located in the Graphics Center 
hallway outside the Chestnut Room in Kilcawley Center. 
Tables must be reserved by July i . 
For further information, contact Barb Romeo Shade at 
extension 3670. 

Police Briefs 
G u n P o s s e s s i o n 

A gun was found in the possession of several students on 
the seventh floor of Kilcawley House on June 26. The gun 
appeared to be a toy plastic air gun according to a police 
report , It was taken by the reporting officer, and transport­
ed to the police department. 

S h o t s F i r e d 

Shots were fired at the Gutknecht Towers Apartment 
Complex on June 22 according to a police report. Four 
firearms were recovered from the apartment building.Two 
subjects were apprehended according to the police report. 

Classified 

Help Wanted 

Attention Students: 
National Health and Wellness 
Business seeking young pro­
fessionals for customer ser­
vice and sales, will work 
around all schedules. $14.50 
an hour. Apply now 
www.halejobs.com 

Housing 

A H o m e 4 U 
A N Y SIZE GROUP- O N E T O 
SIX BEDROOMS. ALL UTILI­
TIES PAID. A L L NEWER, 
M O D E R N APPLIANCES. A L L 
G R O U N D S K E E P I N G 
INCLUDED. Private residen­
cies- N O T apartment build­
ings. Off-street, fenced, lit 
Private Parking. Individual 
leases- N o shared finances. 96 
channels of Cable TV. and 
Broadband Internet in each 
bedroom. Private locks on all 
bedrooms. Security system 
available. Providing QUALITY 
Student Housing for over 29 
years. Starting at $325 per 
person. C A L L CHRIS: 330-
743-RENT 

S T U D E N T A P A R T ­
M E N T S F O R S U M M E R , 
F A L L : Clean housing close 
to YSU. Efciencies,i,2,3 ,4 
bedroom apartments/houses. 
Off-street parking, newer 
appliances. Call 330-259-0435 

$250-$325 P/ M o n t h -
Ac ross the street from YSU. I 
bedroom, FREE CableT.V.and 
Internet, parking, pool table, 
darts, all utilities, newly 
remodeled, nice people only. 
1-800-903-1643 

W h y rent? 
Buy your own Boardman 
Condo! Great location by 
R680 exit, two-bedroom, 
garage, balcony, ali appliances, 
laundry room, walk-in closet. 
MOVE-IN Ready! 
(330)758-4277 

One and two bedroom apart­
ments- ail utilities paid, 
includes cable and high speed 
internet, stove, refrigerator, 
washer, dryer and microwave. 
Call 330-219-4223. 

1-4 bedroom apartments and 
houses. Five blocks from YSU, 
includes stove and .re&^igera-
tor. 330-743-71 I'l:? "Wtwr* 

>tflR .• it't',ii cJ(il 
Brand New 2 bedroom apart­
ments, one block from YSU. 
Available Fall Semester. Rent 
includes all utilities and 
cable/internet Call now to 
reserve your new 2 bedroom 
apartment. (330)720-0964 

Large I B R a p t s . @ W i c k 
Park. All utilities included. 
From $450/ Mo. Phone 
(330)747-0500. 

2 B R a p t s . @ 2 0 7 a n d 2 l l 
Park Ave. From $325/ Mo. 
plus gas and electric. Phone 
(330)747-0500. 

Beside Cafaro House 
Residence Hall, on the corner 
of Madison and Ohio Aves. 
with appliances. Newly deco-, 
rated. Security features, park­
ing. Summer move in special. 
Call now (330)506-0104 

Miscel laneous 

A v o n - to buy or sell. Call 
Meshei at (330) 788-6203 

YSU 

Departments facing 
change in small purchases 
\y: Emery Boyle-Scott 
hWS' EDITOR' 

A c a d e m i c departments at 
'oungstown State Universi ty w i l l 
•e changing their method of han-
ll ing smal l purchases. 

The new method, based off of 
le "Commerc ia l C a r d P r o g r a m " 
lat Y S U uses through Nat ional 
!ity bank/ w i l l a l low departments 
> use the commercial card, a cred-

card for departments, to buy 
ffice supplies and other regular, 
ut smal l , expenses for depart-
tents instead of f i l ing a purchase 
:der. 
The changes w i l l be officially 

iplemented if the Y S U Board of 
•ustees approves them at their 
;xt meeting. 
Jan Loychik , a purchasing agent 

r materials management, said the 
langes i n the program w o u l d cut 
>wn o n purchase order paper-
srk. By cutting d o w n purchas 

orders, the university w i l l be cut­
ting d o w n costs, she said. 

E i leen Greaf, the executive 
director of financial services, said 
the changes to the commercial card 
program w o u l d streamline the 
process of purchasing and improve 
internal controls. If controls are 
improved, the process w i l l be more 
effective, thereby i m p r o v i n g 
money management, w h i c h w i l l 
save the university, and students, 
money, Greaf said. 

By using the credit card, small 
vo lume purchases w i l l be made 
more effectively, Greaf said. Before 
the changes, departments w o u l d 
file a paper purchase order. By 
using a credit card some costs are 
eliminated and time is saved. 

Rich Delisio, materials manage­
ment director, sa id an internal 
audit , conducted by Packard 
Thomas, recommended changes to 
be made in the method of small 
vo lume purchasing. 

photo courtesy of ysusports.com 

L ibeg signed p r o c o n t r a c t 

FormerYoungstown State University 
penguin, Kevin Libeg, signed a free 
agent contract with the Cleveland 
Indians Friday. 

Libeg reported to Winter Haven, F!a 
Monday to play with the G C L Indians 
in the Gulf Coast League. 

Kyle Sobecki, assistant coach said in 
a news brief,"Kevin is a good kid and a 
great student, and he's very deserving 
of this opportunity." 

Libeg was YSU's record holder in 
career appearances with 82. His most 
memorable appearance was as the 
wining pitcher in the 2004 Horizon 
League championship game. Lebiggave 
the Penguins their fist Division I 
N C A A Tournament appearance by 
winning the 2004 Horizon League 
championship. 

ITUGHT 
Kristen Olmi 

Q . D o fireworks put you in "the 
mood"? 

A . "Anybody who makes out at 
fireworks is lame." 

Q . W h a t makes a good Fourth of 
July? 

A . "Being with good people, 
Junior, Political Science 

hamburgers, hotdogs, alcohol and the parade." 

Q . W h a t are the best drinks and food to serve? 
A . "Tropical drinks, beers is always good and cheap, 

jungle juice and cut out a watermelon and fill it with vodka." 

Q . Have you ever had a close call with fireworks? 
A . "Yes, we lit off three big ones and as I was running away I got 

showered with d e b r i " 

Q . Where is the best place to see fireworks? 
A . "Poland, Springfield, Struthers." 

Q . Where is the best place to buy fireworks? 
A . "Wholesale or Phantom." 

http://www.moveon.org
http://www.mpveon.org
http://history.org
http://www.ysu.edu/womensclub/scholar-
http://www.halejobs.com
http://ysusports.com
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OUR SIDE 

A n amendment to ban American flag 
desecration was rejected by a single vote i n 
the Senate o n Tuesday. 

The fai led amendment w o u l d have 
made burning the American flag a crime. 

Whether or not we agree wi th the gov­
ernment the American flag is a symbol of 
this country. Americans pledge allegiance 
to it at the start of the public school day 
and sing the national anthem to it before 
many events. A n d across the seas the 
A m e r i c a n flag is recognized as many 
things, but a lways as the symbol of 
America . 

It is more than just a piece of cloth. It 
represents our nation and the ideals it was 
built on . O u r flag represents the national 
identity our soldiers have died for dur ing 
wars. N o w the Senate chooses to continue 
a l lowing Americans to desecrate the key 
figure of their nation. 

Some may feel indifferent to the issue, 
or feel that flag desecration is free speech, 
a w a y to express their anger w i t h the cur­
rent state of the country. But at the heart of 
most Americans is pride in their country 
and their rlag.'t \ 

The failed amendment leaves in place 
the 1989 Supreme Court decision protect­
ing flag burning. The decision ruled the 
desecration of the American flag was free 
speech and protected under the First 
Amendment . The Court reasoned that the 
First Amendment was designed to protect 
unpopular speech, and flag burning is cer­
tainly unpopular. 

The amendment should have been 
banned because it is disrespectful to burn 
the A m e r i c a n flag, but it should also 
extend to the burning of all countries' 
flags. 

The laws of the land should reflect a 
tone of respect towards other countries. A t 
the very least we could respect symbols of 
the country. America ' s people are a 
diverse bunch. M a n y of today's citizens 
hail from different countries and have a 
strong sense of pride for a country besides 
America . 

So constitutionally it is fine to b u r n the 
Amer ican flag. N o b o d y even considered 
to ban all flag desecration. Amer ican law 
should protect the symbols of a l l countries. 

M i l l i o n s of Mexicans l ive and work i n 
the Uni ted States. Shouldn't we have 
respect for the Mexican flag as wel l , and 
consider it just as important as the 
American flag, or at least close to that. 

A n d what about the Italian-Americans 
of Youngstown? With a strong sense of 
pride many Italian-Americans w o u l d be as 
offended w i t h the burning of an Italian 
flag as the burning of an Amer ican flag. 

The Senate should ask more from the 
citizens. In a w o r l d consumed wi th pol i t i ­
cal correctness, burning flags hardly seems 
politically correct. 

A week before Independence Day and 
our government is saying that it is consti­
tutionally right to burn the Amer ican flag. 
It just seems wrong. 

The Jambar editorials reflect the opinions of Vie Jambar and 
its Editorial Board members. Viose wishing to schedule meet­
ings with the Editorial Board should call the editor in chief. 

LETTERS POLICY 
letters must be typed and should not exceed 400 words. 

Each letter must include a name and telephone number for 
verification purposes. Submissions are subject to editing 
for spelling, grammar and clarity. Letters must be received 
by noon Friday for Tuesday's edition and by noon Tuesday 
for Thursdays edition. 

The Jambar will not print letters that libel others or 
threaten harm. The editor in chief reserves the right to 
reject letters that do not follow policy. The views and opin­
ions expressed in published letters do not necessarily 
reflect those of The Jambar staff or YSU faculty, staff or 
administration. 

Cartoon courtesy of KRT Campus 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Commentary 
misinformed 
on adoption 

M e g a n A n d e r s o n ' s 
commentary o n O h i o 
H o u s e B i l l 515 ("Gays 
deserve rights to adopt") 
is interesting but rather 
mis informed o n the pol i ­
tics of adoption. The pub­
l ic process de termining 
adoption is an inherently 
d iscr iminatory process: 
regardless of sexual or i ­
entation, no i n d i v i d u a l 
has an absolute right to 
adopt anyone, a n d 
nowhere i n the U . S . 
Consti tution is there any 
k i n d of "basic r ight" to 
adoption. State authori­
ties and private agencies 
regularly screen any i n d i ­
v i d u a l ^ ) pursuing adop­
t ion for f inancial , emo­
tional, and relational sta­
b i l i t y a n d suitabil i ty. 
W h i l e the state has an 
interest i n effectively rep­
resenting the "r ights" of 
the parentless chi ld to a 
healthy home e n v i r o n ­
ment, no i n d i v i d u a l can 
" a d o p t " a c h i l d s i m p l y ' 
because they desire to do 
so. M s . Anderson 's com­
mentary comes close to 
confusing the legal idea 
of " r ight " w i t h the psy­
chological n o t i o n of 
"desire", an increasingly 
unfortunate tendency 
among many Americans 
w h o have begun to v i e w 
" r i g h t s " as instruments 
for mandat ing personal 
preferences. 

W h i l e M s . Anderson is 
o n sounder ground w h e n 
she crit icizes the b i l l ' s 
authors for a k i n d of cate­
gor ica l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , 
her o w n detailed exami­
nation of the b i l l reveals 
what may be a legitimate 
concern. In l is t ing the 
bi l l ' s specific problemati­
cal categories (homosexu­

al , bisexual, transgender), 
M s . A n d e r s o n ironically 
notes i n passing that one 
category m a y be under­
stood as a " d i s o r d e r " 
(transgender indiv idual ) , 
and completely overlooks 
the , ; p r o b l e m posed to 
healthy childcare by the 
category of "b isexual" : i n 
households where there is 
the distinct prospect that 
mult iple sexual partners 
are part of the "l i festyle", 
ch i ldren are i n m u c h 
greater danger of emo­
tional turmoi l and sexual 
abuse. Childcare experts 
see this i n single-
parent/ female house­
holds where "boyfr iends" 
come and go, and chi l ­
dren unavoidably suffer. 
I have seen this myself, 
a l though m y observa­
tions are only anecdotal 
and I a m not a regular 
reader of statistical litera­
ture o n the matter. But 
the point is that two out 
of three of the bi l l ' s "cate­
gories" are red flags from 
the point of v iew of emo­
tional and relational sta­
bil i ty. Mos t reasonable 
people w o u l d probably 
agree that such persons 
are not appropriate spon­
sors for chi ldren needing 
stable and healthy homes. 

Finally, M s . Anderson 
also alludes to "plenty of 
research" p u r p o r t i n g to 
demonstrate that " g a y 
households" are suitable 
environments for c h i l ­
dren, without raising any 
question about the spon­
sors of such research, or 
even wonder ing just h o w 
l o n g the U.S . Census 
Bureau has been keeping 
tabs on "gay households" 
(answer: not long at all). 
Such "research" is palpa­
bly biased and its demo­
graphic analysis is under­
developed i n any mean­
i n g f u l e m p i r i c a l sense. 
C e r t a i n l y there are no 
long-term studies of such 
"gay households" w h e n it 

comes to ch i ld care and 
development (both ado­
lescent and adult). A n d 
what are the " c h i l d r e n " 
g o i n g to say to such 
inquirers about their lives 
and condit ions of care, 
especially if they are i n 
households that contrast 
posit ively w i t h whatever 
memories they may have 
of foster care or state 
institutions? A l l s u c h 
context is ignored i n favor 
of putt ing forward pol i t i ­
cal ly correct slogans 
about "gay adopt ion" . 

W h i l e not a citizen of 
Ohio , I do wonder about 
the motives of the spon­
sors of House B i l l 515. I 
also sympathize w i t h gay 
parents w h o seek to raise 
their biological chi ldren 
as w e l l as those w h o have 
come into their care by 
whatever path. I share 
M s . Anderson 's concern 
about the number of chi l ­
dren needing homes. 
H o w e v e r , her apparent 
conception of " r ights" is 
troubling, as is her rather 
casual indifference to the 
not ion that a m u t u a l l y 
commit ted mother 
(female) and father (male) 
remains the best natural 
and h u m a n l y invented 
f r a m e w o r k for ra is ing 
children, whether biologi­
cally generated or adopt­
ed . If anyone has a 
" r i g h t " i n this landscape, 
it is the ch i ld whose o w n 
natural origins can best 
be reflected and restored 
i n a home where a mother 
and father w o r k together 
to raise a family. E v e n 
b io log ica l parents have 
no " r ight " to their ch i l ­
dren: they are extraordi­
nary gifts and not objects 
of preference. 

Sincerely, 
Kei th John Lepak, Ph .D. 

Associate Professor, 
Department of Polit ical 
Science 

House bill 
515 sounds 
good to 
Munro 

A recent editorial by 
M e g a n A n d e r s o n sug­
gests that preventing 
gays f r o m a d o p t i n g 
chi ldren is discr imina­
tory, goes against what 
our country was 
f o u n d e d on, and 
reduces chances for 
adopt ion . She con­
cludes by saying that 
even if some concerns 
about gays adopt ing 
are v a l i d , it doesn't 
really matter. 

I have l i v e d l o n g 
enough to observe the 
shifts i n h o w our soci­
ety thinks about 
things, i.e., what is 
right, what is g o o d , 
what is wrong , what is 
not good. M o s t of us 
w o u l d agree that soci­
ety has never h a d 
everything right, but 
that some things have 
changed i n g o o d 
w a y s . If change is 
a lways good, a n d i f 
the changes about 
w h o can adopt w i l l be 
good, w h y don' t we 
just sk ip the f ighting 
and al low adoption by 
anyone w h o wants to 
adopt? 

For example, w h y 
not let pedophi les 
adopt? After al l , there 
are those w h o have 
studied it and found 
such activities benefi­
c ia l to the ch i ldren . 
O h , y o u say, " N o , not 
everyone s h o u l d be 
able to adopt ." Here in 
lies the problem. M o s t 
of us believe i n , or at 
least act o n , some 
v i e w s we h o l d as 

being " g o o d . " 
If y o u are one w h o 

holds ideas of what is 
" g o o d " a n d what is 
" b a d , " then it 
behooves y o u to f i n d a 
basis for y o u r , ideas. 
M y intellectual basis 
begins w i t h a recogni­
t ion of the creator and 
what we see i n his cre­
at ion, but I d o not 
c la im to be perfect i n 
thought or deed. 

A n d I favor 
thoughtful discussion 
of ideas and philoso­
phies instead of mere­
l y p u t t i n g labels o n 
those w h o express cer­
tain ideas. Before f in ­
ishing, let me ask y o u 
not to label m e as 
being homophobic . I 
a m not. The intellec­
tual basis b y w h i c h I 
seek to l ive and think 
gives reasons to h o l d 
that every h u m a n is of 
value to the creator 
and that his creation 
has significance. But 
not everything we d o 
or think is acceptable 
to h i m . 

H o u s e B i l l 515 
sounds g o o d to me, 
a n d m i g h t promote 
putt ing adopted chi l ­
dren i n proper house­
holds where there is at 
least a mother or 
father and hopefu l ly 
both. Yes, our laws d o 
i n fact l imi t our free­
doms , but h o p e f u l l y 
for our protection and 
to improve lives. 

Dr. P h i l M u n r o 

Department of 
Electrical and 
Computer 
Engineering 
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Prep W o r k 

Independence Day is always marked w i t h the 
traditional celebrations; cooking o n the g r i l l , 

-watermelons, red white and blue decorations 
a n d fireworks/ generally complete the 
festivities. W h a t do y o u have 
planned for the ultimate Fourth of 
July party? 

Planning a party, no matter how big or small, always seems daunting. Step 
*one, make a list. Figure out what food is needed and make a grocery list. 
See what supplies you have and maybe team up with a friend and throw a 

-party together.This way some stress is relieved and it's cheaper. Delegate 
the responsibilities. Get a group together to decorate and do as much prep 
work <Jn!the food as possible. Keep one person in charge of restocking drinks, 
one in charge of manning the grill and someone else in charge of music.Teaming 

1 up with friends and delegating some of the duties 
makes the night more pleasant for everyone. 

One of the most important elements to any 
party is the food. Make sure to offer food 

that is easy to eat and the less messy the bet­
ter. The traditional staples always work, but try out 

reinvented versions to breathe new life into these classics 
Hamburgers get a makeover when served with grilled mushrooms on top or tuna burgers add 
a surprise for guests. Keep the kitchen clean by grilling. Cookbooks and cooking Web 
sites like foodnetwork.com offer a variety of recipes for grilled desserts.Try putting fruit 
on the grill.The natural sugars inside the fruit make a sugary coating on the outsid 
the fruit. Serve plain or with a side of whipped cream. 

Refreshments are essential too. Offer a variety so everyone can find what they 
like. Grocery stores often offer specials on canned drinks, especially around the 
Fourth of July. Keep them cool in a cooler next to the food table and check back 
often to restock. 

piannin 
Decorat ions 
With most of your time, effort and money going into the 
food, simple easy decorations fit the bill. Keeping with 
the traditional colors seems to always work best. Check 
out local craft stores for a wide variety of cheap plastic 
tablecloths. According to MSN Lifestyle, add plenty of 
light for when the sun goes down. Use tiki torches 
placed throughout a backyard or string white Christmas 
lights around a porch or deck. 

E n t e r t a i n m e n t 
Music is a must for any party and the fourth is no exclu­

sion. Create a play list on your iPod with a mix of 
oldies, patriotic tunes and current hits.As always, 
make sure the music is appropriate for everyone 
there; don't just pick your favorites. Don't have 

an iPod? Buy or borrow compilation CD's, like 
a jimmy Buffet greatest hits for a relaxed sum­

mertime vibe or a best of Motown C D . Pick 
music that most guests will know and enjoy. If your 

crowd is mostly rock, rap or country fans 
cater to their preferences. Keep the music 
just loud enough to hear it, but low for 
easy conversation. M S N Lifestyle also 
recommends having some activities set 
up. Put up a volleyball net in the back­
yard and set out some board games on 
tables. Sports and games are great icebreak­
ers for guests. Most importantly make sure to 
enjoy yourself; after all it is your party. 
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TECHNOLOGY 

many you have? 
By: Adrienne Sabo 
COPY EDITOR 

M o r e and more college stu­
dents are looking to invest i n a 
digital camera. A Best Buy sales 
agent said in recent months most 
of Best Buy's cameras were sold to 
y o u n g adults. 

Cameras have a variety of 
options i n prices, styles and fea­
tures. Understanding the different 
features offered and comparing 
brands can be confusing. There 
are several features to look for i n 
:ameras. C o m p a r i s o n shopping 
?efore b u y i n g a camera is impor-
a n t 

Megapixels determine the ciar-
ty and precision of the 
>hotos 

taken. Higher megapixels y ie ld 
better quality photos. The sales 
agent f r o m Best B u y said that 
most people are looking for four 
or five megapixels i n their cam­
eras. 

A two-megapixel camera gen­
erally costs the least and the more 
megapixles, the higher the price. 
For general picture taking, look 
for a nice m e d i u m , anywhere 
between three to five megapixels. 

Screen size is also important. 
The Best B u y sales agent said that 
larger screens are more intr iguing 
for customers and they tend to 
sell more w i t h larger L C D screens. 
A larger screen gives the 
con-
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sumer better opportunities to look 
over photos and see the finer 
details that smaller screens 
w o u l d n ' t allow. 

The sales agent advised 
consumers to check out the 
optical and digital zooms 
o n cameras. If the pic­
ture is too blurry w h e n 
zoomed in , look at 
other cameras 
w i t h a better 
optical and digital 
z o o m . G o to var ious 
stores and try out cameras 
See h o w they w o r k and get L ...... 

for them. 
The look of a camera is also 

important to consumers. The 
Best Buy sales agent said, " A 
lot of people are looking for 
s l i m m e r cameras. ' ' 
Companies are responding 
to this by m a k i n g more 
sleek models available. The 
Sony Cyber-shot 5.1 Digi ta l 
Camera for $249.99 is less 
than one inch thin. Its sleek 
design also features a 2.5 
inch screen for v i e w i n g . 

The sales agent recom­
mended purchasing a war­
ranty w i t h the camera. 

The sales agent offered 
some advice for first time 
buyers looking to invest i n 
dig i ta l cameras. D o y o u r 

research 
before head­
i n g out to the 
stores by l o o k i n g 
online and f inding the fea­
tures that y o u need the most. 
Look to spend around $200 for a 
quality camera w i t h about three 
to four megapixels. G o to various 
stores and try out cameras i n your 
price range. 

M a k e sure tolook at the z o o m 
and al l the features offered o n the 
cameras too. 

Try the camera out i n the stores 
and see if it feels comfortable. 
These are investments and should 
be w e l l thought out before buy­
ing. 

Top rated cameras 

1. H P Photosmart R7I7 $270 

2. Cannon Powershot A520 $200 

3. Casio Exilim E X Z-750 $380 

4. Fujif i lmFinePixFlO $329 

5. Fujifilm FinePix E900 $410 

Source: www.pcworfd.com 
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