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THE

Snow Day

Jambar/ Adam Rogers

While YSU students and faculty enjoyed a day off, Emergency Personnel were required to report to campus on
Wednesday to prepare the campus for reopening today. Pictured here in front of the YSU Bookstore is one of
many giant snow mounds that were plowed to clear entranceways, parking lots, streets and sidewalks .
Administrators cancelled classes Wednesday after an overnight snow storm left YSU and the rest of the valley
under more than a foot of snow.

Winter blast forces YSU to close campus

YSU

Below zero temperatures and
snowstorms have had no influence
lately on whether or not
Youngstown State University
should close, but when blankets
upon blankets of snow buried the
campus on Tuesday night, stu-
dents finally got their wish.
Flashbacks of high school cancella-
tions struck the minds of many
students as YSU closed for the day,
leaving many safely snowbound in
their dorms.

“I’m enjoying the day off!” said
junior Tracey Schultz, as she stayed
snug and warm inside her room at
Buechner Hall. “I slept in, ate
lunch, did some studying and am

about to go outside and play in the
snow.”

The last time YSU closed down
for the day was Feb. 17, 2003. A
YSU police dispatcher at the time
advised students not to venture
outside, as mounds of snow left
some trapped inside their dorms,
such as Weller House.

With news reports warning of
more inches to add onto the foot of
snow already on the ground
Wednesday, some students still
had to brave the outdoors.

“I had to go to [basketball] prac-
tice,” said sophomore Ashley
Pendleton, as she tried to sift her
way through the snow in order to
get back to the University
Courtyard Apartments. “And then
I have to go back out tonight to
watch the boys’ game.”

Since the snow day fell on
Valentine’s Day, some students
found themselves having to brave
the weather for much different rea-
sons.

“[I’m] going to spend some time
celebrating Valentine’s Day with
my girlfriend,” said senior Brent
Kantara, who added that he would
venture out after the roads were
cleared off.

Others, like Schultz, just found
themselves basking in their day off
and the rarity of such a snow-
storm. 

“I actually can breath because I
have a little break from classes,”
said senior Eric Wyand. “I have
been relaxing, [and] I am going to
start studying here soon. Last
night we were out pretty late sled-
ding.”

JJeennnnyy BBooyyccee
ASST. NEWS EDITOR

YSU

During Feb. 5 phone interviews,
President David Sweet and Special
Assistant to the President Thomas
Maraffa said they did not view
January’s South Side quadruple
homicides as having a negative
effect on Youngstown State
University’s enrollment rate for
next spring. Potential college fresh-
men offer a different opinion.

“We have a very safe campus,”
said Sweet, explaining that it was

important for others to be able to
distinguish the campus from other
areas in Youngstown.

Some high school seniors, who
do not live within 15 miles of
Youngstown, have a much different
image in mind when asked about
YSU.

With the recent release of the 13th
Annual Dangerous Cities ranking
for 2006 by Morgan Quitno Press, a
research and publishing company
out of Kansas, the city of
Youngstown found itself at number
13 on the list.

According to the report, Morgan
Quitno assessed a limited 371 cities.

The group only included cities that
have populations of more than
75,000 and that reported crime data
to the FBI for that year. Out of these
cities, only the following crimes

were evaluated for the report: mur-
der, rape, robbery, aggravated
assault, burglary and motor vehicle

YSU scores negative 
rep from non-locals

please see REPUTATION, Page 2

JJeennnnyy BBooyyccee
ASST. NEWS EDITOR
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Today

• Tony Deyo, comedian, at
Peaberry’s Café, 11 a.m.

• Rockstar Karaoke at
The Wedge, 10 p.m., $2
cover charge.

Friday

• SteelHounds vs.Wichita
at the Chevrolet Centre,
7:05 p.m.

• Ty Barnett from Last
Comic Standing 4 at the
Funny Farm Comedy
Club, 7:30 and 9:30 p.m.,
$17.50.

• Third Arm Promotions
presents Gingerspitz,
Eileens Basement,
Secondhand Suicide and
Death of a Dying Breed
at The Cellar, doors open
at 8 p.m., show begins at
9 p.m., $7 for 18 years
and over, $5 for 21 and
over.

Saturday

• SteelHounds vs.Wichita
at the Chevrolet Centre,
7:05 p.m.

• Ty Barnett from Last
Comic Standing 4 at the
Funny Farm Comedy
Club, 7:30 and 9:30 p.m.,
$17.50.

Beaver Local Senior Briana Hunt finishes up school work for her final semester, while
researching at Kent State East Liverpool’s library. Hunt is just one of Ohio’s prospec-
tive incoming freshmen for the fall of 2007.

Youngstown State University
commuter students were twice
blessed to learn they would not
have to drive to school for
evening classes Tuesday or any
classes Wednesday. 

The cancellation was a relief
to commuter students, especial-
ly. Sophomore Brittany Thomas
said she was thankful to have
the day off because of the poor
road conditions. 

“I think that it was a very
wise move because it was really
dangerous on the roads, “she
said. 

Thomas, who works in
Boardman, added, “The drive
home from work on Tuesday
night was really bad.”

YSU senior Drew Carpenter
said he expected to have the day
off, but would not be surprised
if YSU did not close. 

“It’s about damn time. I’ve
been here for four years, and it
took the last semester of my col-
lege life for them to cancel
school,” he said. 

Thomas, on the other hand,
was surprised YSU closed.

“I wasn’t expecting it, but I
was definitely happy when they
did,” she said.

Thomas said she spent her
day off working on assignments
and papers for the rest of the
week and shoveling parts of the
driveway. Carpenter also lent a
helping hand to dig a path from
his next door neighbors’ garage
to the driveway Wednesday
morning. 

While some were able to say
inside, other students had to
venture out into the weather
and go to work.

Carpenter had to work
Wednesday at the Giant Eagle in
Howland. He said that even
though the roads were bad,
there were still customers at the
store. 

“In the morning when I first
got there it was dead, but
around 2 p.m. it picked up,” he
said. 

As for today, Thomas said she
has some worries about the
morning commute. 

“I am a little concerned.  The
roads need to be cleared for
driving,” Thomas said.

AAddrriieennnnee SSaabboo
NEWS EDITOR

Cancellation
keeps YSU
commuters
safe at home
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theft.
Although the report does not include all

cities throughout the nation, Morgan
Quitno’s rankings have gained popularity
by the media. Local news outlets such as
WKBN/WYXF, the Vindicator and the
Akron-Beacon Journal reported on Morgan
Quitno’s rankings, but their reports may
have hit an unintended target.

“I’ve heard [Youngstown is] not a very
safe place,” said Senior Briana Hunt of
Beaver Local High School in Lisbon. “The
campus sounds safe, but I was told you
never want to find yourself a couple miles
outside of campus.”

YSU’s Office of Institutional Research
placed the university’s 1993 fall enrollment
at 14,501 students, the same year that the
Mahoning County District Board of Health
recorded 47 homicides in the city. In 1991,
YSU’s enrollment was at 15,164, dropping
significantly in the next couple of years,
when crime in Youngstown was on the rise.

When asked if the news of Youngstown’s
crime ranking would affect where she chose
to go to school in the fall, Hunt said, “I’d be
nervous [living in Youngstown]. It might
alter my decision, but it wouldn’t be the
only reason why I wouldn’t attend.”

Other high school seniors agreed with
Hunt, saying that location and safety are
important factors in their choice of where to
attend school.

“Actually that is one key reason why I
didn’t apply there,” said Cory Hackathorn,
a senior from Canton South High School,
when asked the same question.

“I am planning on furthering my educa-
tion, and one of the most important things
to me is location,” said Senior Elishia
Carrick, also of Canton South. 

With news such as the suspected gang-
related quadruple homicide and Michael
Hoague — attorney of former Ohio State
football player Maurice Clarett — announc-

ing that Youngstown citizens can be seen
wearing bullet-proof vests when walking
the streets, YSU is forming a bad reputation
among out-of-towners.

“I think the media does speak the truth
about the area,” said Junior Chris
Campbell, of the University of Akron. “If
the murders and crime weren’t abundant,
then the media would have nothing to
report.” 

“The crime in Youngstown was one of
the reasons I didn’t have a desire to attend
YSU,” Campbell added.

The cities of Lisbon and Akron are
between 42-50 miles from Youngstown,
while Canton is over 71 miles away. Unlike
students from these distanced cities, high
school students from Poland and Canfield
are within 16 miles of YSU, and hold strik-
ingly different perceptions of the university.

“From my understanding, YSU is a very
safe campus that is patrolled very well,”
said Junior Kate Fleming of Canfield High
School. “However, if I was not from the area
and thinking of applying to YSU, and I was-
n’t aware of the fact that it is as safe as it is,
[its crime ranking] would be a deterrent.”

“The campus, for the most part, is pretty
clean,” said Senior Kori Jeswald of Poland
Seminary High School. “I am a swimmer
for Poland High School and we practice at
the pool at YSU, so I do spend much of [my]
time there. The city of Youngstown is anoth-
er story.”

Senior Mackenzie Sullivan, also from
Poland Seminary, said that YSU doesn’t
receive the credit it deserves, since most
kids view the university as their “safety”
school when applying to colleges. 

“I feel that YSU gives [its] students the
necessary education,” Sullivan said.
“Youngstown does not have the best repu-
tation, but the YSU campus seems fairly
crime free.”
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Help Wanted

Bartenders wanted! Up to $300 a
day, no experience necessary, train-
ing provided. 800-965-6520, ext.
287.

Looking for high energy servers and
bartenders for a Sports Bar/ Night
Club. Call Knockouts Sports Bar.
5115 Youngstown Warren Rd. Niles,
OH (330)652-2254.

Seeking Student Musicians and
singers to form professional group
to play in area. Original thinkers
welcome. Rock, Blues, Jazz, what-
ever, fits in. Call 330-272-2758 any-
time.

A Home 4 U
ANY SIZE GROUP- TWO TO SIX
BEDROOMS.ALL UTILITIES PAID.
ALL NEWER, MODERN APPLI-
ANCES. ALL GROUNDSKEEPING
INCLUDED. Private residencies-
NOT apartment buildings. Off-
street, fenced, lit Private Parking.
Individual leases- No shared
finances. 96 channels of Cable T.V.
and Broadband Internet in each
bedroom. Private locks on all bed-
rooms. Security system available.
Providing QUALITY Student
Housing for over 29 years. Starting
at $325 per person. CALL CHRIS:
330-743-RENT (7368)

Campbell apartments 3 miles from
YSU.Two entrances, very private,
clean, secure. Quiet for studying. 1
large bedroom, full basement. $235
plus utilities. Call 330-755-2077.

Who else wants great looking nails?
Professionally finished Manicures
and Pedicures to make you look and
feel beautiful. Flexible appointment
times available. Call Melissa today to
inquire about specials. 330.519.2044

Miscellaneous

Housing

STUDENTS 
OF YSU! SAVE
10% Off
YOUR MEAL!

STUDENT I.D.
REQUIRED

Boardman .1035 Boardman -Poland Road .726-3660
Burgers & Sandwiches
33 Milkshake Flavors 
Breakfast All Day!

REPUTATION, continued from page 1

Driver threatens student over parking space

A Youngstown State University police officer was sent to Level 2 of the M-2 park-
ing deck where a student was threatened on Wednesday.  According to a police
report, a student said she pulled into a parking space that another student just
vacated.  As she exited her 2002 Dodge Neon, a female in a 2006 Chevy SUV pulled
up and stated claim over the parking space.  The police report said the SUV driver
then drove off only to return and say, “I know where you parked.” The female then
backed up to the Neon and stated, “I will be back,” before leaving the area, accord-
ing to the poilce report.

Car strikes fence, causes severe damage

According to a Youngstown University police report, a vehicle struck the
Stambaugh Stadium security fence, which caused severe damage to approximately
40 feet of the fence, a chain link pedestrian door, four support poles, four decorative
trees, and other lawn damages.

According to the police report, when the officer arrived a blue Ford Contour was
in the YSU grass area.  The driver stated that there was a confrontation with a sec-
ond vehicle on Fifth Avenue.  He said he drove on and off the eastbound service
road before striking the trees and fence.  The driver was not injured, but was under
driver’s license suspension, the police report said.

Police Briefs
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sessions. The first copy of The Jambar is free; each
additional copy is five cents. Mail subscriptions are
$25 per academic year. Since being founded by Burke
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Collegiate Press Honors.

OUR SIDE

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

LETTERS POLICY
Letters must be typed and should not exceed 400

words. Each letter must include a name and telephone
number for verification purposes. Submissions are sub-
ject to editing for spelling, grammar and clarity. Letters
must be received by noon Friday for Tuesday’s edition
and by noon Tuesday for Thursday’s edition.

The Jambar will not print letters that libel others or
threaten harm. The editor in chief reserves the right to
reject letters that do not follow  policy. The views and
opinions expressed in published letters do not necessar-
ily reflect those of The Jambar staff or YSU faculty, staff
or administration.

Hillary Clinton is never
going to say she’s sorry.
Politically, she can’t risk it.

As evidenced from her
weekend foray in New
Hampshire, the Democratic
base is virtually demanding
some sort of apology _ some-
thing along the lines of “I was
wrong in 2002 when I cast my
Senate vote giving President
Bush the option of invading
Iraq,” or “I am sorry I made
such a big mistake when I
voted to authorize the war,”
or “I acknowledge the critical
error I made five years ago,”
or “I should have slapped
that skirt-chasing stinker and
walked out for good.”

OK, maybe not that last
one.

The antiwar liberals, who
can be expected to vote in
disproportionate numbers in
the early New Hampshire
primary, had hoped this past
weekend to hear some words
of contrition. As one

Democrat, a financial adviser
in Nashua, told her: “I want
to know if right here, right
now, once and for all and
without nuance, you can say
that war authorization was a
mistake. I, and I think a lot of
other primary voters  until
we hear you say it, we’re not
going to hear all the other
great things you are saying.”

But here’s what she told
the Democratic base: “If we
knew then what we know
now, I would never have
voted to give this president
the authority. ... I’m sorry,
what I say is what I believe. I
understand that some people
disagree or think it’s not ade-
quate, but it’s what I
believe.”

Which, I suppose, is one
way to equate nuance with
conviction.

At various stops in New
Hampshire, she said that she
“takes responsibility” for her
yes vote. She said she voted
yes in the expectation that
President Bush would keep
sending inspectors into Iraq.
She said that if she had been
president back in 2002, she

never would have gone to
war. She said that if she is
president in 2009, she will
end the war. (A rough paral-
lel to what Dwight
Eisenhower said about Korea
during the ‘52 campaign.)

And she sought to rally her
Democratic listeners by steer-
ing their attention to Bush’s
execution of the war: “I share
the sense of anger, outrage
and deep, deep disappoint-
ment about what the presi-
dent did in Iraq.”

In other words, no apolo-
gy. And there will never be an
apology even at the risk of
exposing her left flank to
rivals Barack Obama (anti-
war since ‘02) and John
Edwards (antiwar since ‘05,
when he apologized for his
own war vote). Because if she
did try to repudiate herself,
she would probably wind up
with an even bigger political
headache.

Clinton is strongly focused
on the swing voters, maybe
10 or 12 percent of the elec-
torate, who will ultimately
determine the outcome of the
‘08 November election. More

specifically, the swing voters
in winnable red states, the
states John Kerry failed to
carry in 2004. If Clinton was
to issue an apology, she
would immediately expose
herself to the flip-flop charge
the same charge that doomed
Kerry among swing voters. A
contrite Clinton would be
swiftly painted by her oppo-
nents as a waffler who was
for the war before she was
against it; the Republican
National Committee (already
road-testing the charge that
Clinton likes to sing “Kerry-
oake”) still has sufficient
resources, despite its ‘06
defeats, to pound that mes-
sage.

In other words, a Clinton
apology would provide
opponents with the opportu-
nity to paint her as a flip-
flopper who is capable of
being duped. Which is not
the ideal image for the first
serious female presidential
candidate.

DDiicckk PPoollmmaann
THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

(MCT)

COMMENTARY

Tuesday night, the unpleasant
thoughts of waking early to start cars
and bundling up to face the bitter cold
on campus were completely forgotten as
Youngstown State University students
reveled in pleasure to find out that the
university would be closed Wednesday.

The news of YSU’s class cancellations
on Tuesday night set students’ hopes up
for a complete closing on Wednesday.
Students and faculty members received
their wish when, later that night, WYSU-
FM 88.5 announced that YSU would be
closed and only emergency personnel
should report to work.

Coats, gloves and books were put
away, and we made plans to stay up late,
sleep in, or appreciate the indoor
warmth.

What about our Valentine’s Day? If
couples had plans, they might have had
to rearrange their schedules. But let’s
look at it this way: a snow day from YSU,
or a night out trying to overcome the icy
roads just to get to dinner? We take the
snow day.

Because of the winter weather, we
were able to take the day off and enjoy
the snow. Skiing, snowboarding and
sledding were just some of the activities
that busied us on Wednesday’s winter
wonderland of class cancellations.

Thanks to YSU maintenance, the cam-
pus was salted and bearable for today.
Now, we just need to worry about the
nice frigid winds that love to whip
around buildings and blast us with cold.

Wednesday’s closing meant we didn’t
need to drive the distance and brave the
cold campus weather. Instead, we finally
received the gratification of loudly
announcing, to our own brothers and sis-
ters, that YSU was indeed closed.

As the snow continued to fall
Wednesday morning, our siblings
prayed for yet another snow day. We,
however, knew better and solemnly
shook our heads in realization that the
alarm must be set for Thursday morning.

OK, so one snow day never hurt any-
one, see? It probably won’t be any time
soon that YSU closes again, but at least
we got to enjoy one snow day during our
college careers.

Witnessing YSU’s

Snow Day

A Hillary apology? Sorry, no can do

Editor:

After reading Mr.
Iesue’s letter to the edi-
tor in the Feb. 8 edition
of The Jambar, I found
myself pondering over
its real purpose. On
the surface, it seems to
draw attention to an
“apparent snub” by
the Student
G o v e r n m e n t
Association toward the
Muscular Dystrophy
Association.

As a member of the
SGA body, I was con-
cerned with these
charges, so I conducted
my own investigation.
I questioned several
members of the
Executive Committee
of SGA and learned
that SGA was never
directly informed. It
is difficult for SGA to

be made aware of
every charitable event
held on campus. Had
SGA been invited to
the event, we would
have sent representa-
tion willingly and
without encourage-
ment from Mr. Iesue.

I point to the contin-
ued community serv-
ice and numerous
events that the SGA
has sponsored, such as:
several university
Blood Drives, the
United Way Steering
Committee raffle, a
voter registration
drive, and member-
ship on the Board of
Directors for the newly
created Young
Philanthropy Fund.
SGA undertakes all of
these activities in addi-
tion to the service it
already provides the

student body, such as
appropriating monies
to student organiza-
tions, which encour-
ages and requires a
basic commitment to
community service.

If the letter to the
editor is examined
closely, Mr. Iesue
remarks that “no one
from their body ...
bothered to show up.”
However, in his last
paragraph, he admits
that SGA must have
had some representa-
tion at the event. Mr.
Iesue’s letter was writ-
ten with a single pur-
pose in mind: to deni-
grate the entire SGA
body.

The sole reason that
Mr. Iesue wrote his let-
ter was because he
intends to run for
President of next

year’s SGA. What
better way to kick off
his campaign than by
bashing the current
body and executive
committee over which
he seeks to preside?
His editorial is a bla-
tant attack meant to
draw members of the
current Executive
Committee out into an
argument where he
can claim the upper
hand. This is a com-
mon underhanded
political ploy.

Instead of adequate-
ly praising the efforts
of the Muscular
D y s t r o p h y
Association, Mr. Iesue
deemed it necessary to
disparage the SGA and
focus his criticism on a
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g
between The Jambar
and the SGA. (This, I

might add, was solved
through a simple meet-
ing where both sides
resolved their differ-
ences professionally.) 

That Mr. Iesue
would use this exposes
his true agenda. The
fact that Mr. Iesue
w o u l d
so willingly use the
Stride and Ride event
as a means to score
points for a future elec-
tion is absolutely
appalling. SHAME.

Ramon Ramos
Chair, Academic
Affairs Committee
Student Government
Association,
Representative of the
College of Arts &
Sciences
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The scars remain Tour cuts up y town  

“The Scars Remain” Tour Hits
Youngstown Saturday 

On the wings of The FREQ 107.1 FM and
Extreme Faith Productions, “The Scars
Remain” tour aims to infect Youngstown
with optimism, humility, love and
eardrum-shattering, face-melting Christian
rock on Saturday, Feb. 17, at Crossroads
Church.

Featuring Decyfer Down, Fireflight,
Family Force 5 and Disciple, the nation-
wide tour launched Jan. 10.

“The tour is super,” said Fireflight
bassist Wendy Drennen. “Everyone in the
other bands have been so awesome to work
with. We couldn’t have asked for a better
line-up.” 

Kicking off Saturday’s line-up will be
North Carolina rockers Decyfer Down. The
band’s melodic hard rock style, intensified
by passionate lyrics of crying out and
reaching for God, is
crafted by
C a l e b
Oliver,

v o c a l s ,
b a s s ;
Brandon Mills,
guitar, vocals; Chris
Clonts, guitar, vocals; and Josh Oliver,
drums. 

Decyfer Down’s debut album, “End of
Grey,”  which signifies a “resolve to be
black and white about truth,” was released
June 2006. The band has played with
national recording artists such as Cold,
Breaking Benjamin, Crossfade and Adema. 

As Decyfer Down packs up their gear,
emo-core band Fireflight will swarm the

stage. The Florida five-piece consists of
Dawn Richardson, vocals; Wendy Drennen,
bass, vocals; Glenn Drennen, guitar; Justin
Cox, guitar, vocals; and Phee Shorb,
drums. 

Influenced by artists such as The
Juliana Theory, Zao, Def Leppard and
Skid Row, the band’s 2006 debut
national album “Healing of Harms”
exposes pride and guilt, and promotes
forgiveness and hope. Boasting two female
band members, Fireflight strives to
convey self-worth, respect and
inner-beauty to its female listeners. 

Priding itself on the ability to
compromise ideas and control,
Fireflight hopes to “write music that people
can feel, make records that are universal
enough to stand the test of time, and to stay
genuine or die trying.”  

Once Fireflight is finished, Family Force
5 will try its best to captivate the
Crossroads audience. The electronica,
metal, glam and self-described “crunk
rock” band from Georgia lists Jesus, Rick

James, Vanilla Ice and Elvis among its
many influences. 

Comprised of Solomon
Olds, vocals, guitar;

Jacob Olds, drums,
vocals; Joshua Olds,

bass, vocals;
Nathan Currin,
keytar, turnta-
bles;  and
Derek Mount,
guitar, Family
Force 5
released its
debut album
“Business Up

Front/ Party in
the Back” last

year. Since then,
the energetic band

has appeared on
DirecTV’s “CD USA”

and CBS’s “The
Late Late Show
with Craig
Ferguson.”

Possessing the final spot on the
evening’s bill, headliner Disciple will
showcase its 14 years of experience in the
music business.  The Tennessee progressive
rock four-piece of Kevin Young, vocals;
Brad Noah, guitar; Tim Barrett, drums; and
Joey Fife, bass, demonstrates aggressive
metal riffs with an eclectic and dynamic
style. 

Releasing their seventh full-length CD,
“Scars Remain,” in November, Disciple

focuses on coping with trauma, retaining
faith or “searching within and examining
blemishes and baggage that define charac-
ter and personality.”  The band’s hit song
“Game On” has been featured on World
Wrestling Entertainment, National Football
League broadcasts and television shows
such as “Best Damn Sports Show Period”
and “CSI: Miami.”  

Disciple’s “The Scars Remain” tour is
bound for success in Youngstown, accord-
ing to local radio station and tour sponsor
The FREQ 107.1 FM.

“We’ve been advertising the tour since
November, and we’ve had a terrific
response. We’re selling tickets left and
right,” said radio operations manager and
morning show host Dana Franklin. “All
four bands are core artists of ours, and we
play a lot of their music.”

In addition to corporate advertisements,
YSU students have been independently
promoting the show. Youngstown State
University’s Chi Alpha Christian
Fellowship has been working with the
bands to promote the Crossroads
Church show. 

“I’ve been to a lot of con-
certs and put on a few
shows that not that
many people came
to,” said Chi
A l p h a
Representative
Nick Angelis.
“Everyone says
‘I would have
gone if I would
have known,’ so
we’ve been pro-
moting the show
because we know
how difficult it is to

put
t h e

word out.” 
Not only will the

tour’s Youngstown
stop be a hit, it will bring with it a sense of
optimism for which the community
hungers, according to Crossroads Church
Youth Pastor Doug Wampler.

“We’re expecting 800 to 1,000 people,
standing room only. I think we’ll see people
jumping around and getting crazy for Jesus
— not out drinking and partying it up,” he
said. “The bands will be bringing a positive
message, and the Mahoning Valley needs
that positive message.” 

Carrying on the encouragement and
optimism, Fireflight bassist Drennen feels
that “The Scars Remain” tour is the best
place to be this Saturday night.

“We have been wanting to tour with
Disciple for quite some time, and we were
happy for the opportunity,” she said. “We
feel really blessed to be on a tour like this.
Every band is amazing, and this tour is one
you really don’t want to miss.”  

Saturday’s show at Crossroads Church
on Meridian Road begins at 8 p.m. Tickets
are $12 in advance or $15 at the door.    
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MUSIC

Fireflight

Decyfer Down

Disciple
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Within two minutes of stepping foot onto the
serving floor of Applebee’s in Boardman, Megan Vitt
has already hugged three servers and good-natured-
ly told a manager to just give it up and go home.  

Just before 4 p.m. on a busy Sunday, Vitt surveys
the dining room and sighs. “We’re busy right now,
but when the game starts, we’ll be dead.” 

Her uniform is not the normal heavy cotton-
embroidered Applebee’s shirt that the other employ-
ees wear, because “they’re made in Polynesia by…
by 8-year-olds,” Vitt says, waving one hand and
repeating a story she’s told countless times before.  

Double-majoring in philosophy and religion, her views
on life take a turn away from the norm. Vitt says she does a
lot more than simply bartend and serve, but before she can
explain, her manager is interrupting to ask for an Expo
marker.  

“Ummm…” Vitt digs into her apron, pulling up pens,
pencils, permanent markers and an incense stick before
giving up. “Everything but an Expo marker,” she shrugs,
holding the incense stick up. “Got incense. Want it?” 

Her manager laughs and walks away while Vitt turns
back to the bar, wrapping her hands around a coffee mug.
“I’ve worked here two years,” she says, “but I’ve served for
thirteen.” She tries to spend most of her time behind the
bar, but can serve, cook, hostess and run the to-go orders. 

“A lot of the scheduling, I do,” Vitt admits. “Servers talk
to me a lot. I go between them and management a lot.” 

She cracks a sly grin over the rim of her mug. “I tell the
managers I’ll give them just as much shit as I do everyone
else. I’m kind of a momma bear.” 

The proud mother of a 9-year-old, Vitt has been attend-

ing YSU on and off since she graduated high school. “I real-
ly messed up the first time. I had a 1.28 GPA, and after my
daughter was born, I raised it to a 3.675.” 

Explaining how she did it, she spreads her hands and
shrugs. “If you want to do something, you do it. You find a
way. You can retake courses at YSU. It doesn’t erase it from
your record, but it can help your GPA.” 

Vitt thinks her dedication to working hard and being
consistent in her schoolwork is a good example for her
daughter. “You don’t always want to go. There are things
you don’t want to do. Like GR’s [general education require-
ments] and math, ya know? But you keep going. It teaches
her discipline and focus.” Vitt enunciates her point with her
hands, stabbing the air with the same gentle conviction her
words carry.  

A lot of non-traditional students can feel the same con-
flict Vitt does, balancing her daughter, her job and her edu-
cation. “You do the best you can,” she says with a soft
smile. “Motherhood is one-day-at-a-time. You just write in
the planner when things are due, and do what you can, ya
know?” 

Vitt’s favorite part of the day is talking to her co-
workers and asking questions. “There are just cer-
tain people you meet that you know you have a con-
nection with,” she says.  

As a self-described “very aware” person in a spir-
itual and environmental way, Vitt’s worst moments
come from speaking to people who aren’t, as she
finds them almost impossible to deal with. 

“Like… when you ask people what they think
about global warming, and they say, “Great!” and
you just-” She doesn’t need words for the shocked
and horrified face she pulls.  

Everything she learns, she wants to apply to
teaching, or at least to making the people she works
with question the norm. “To change anything, you

have to change people’s thinking, and their intent,” she
insists. But she’s more laid back than she used to be.  

“I used to get really stressed. Especially here, but not so
much anymore. I think… you wake up one day and real-
ize… getting stressed about dirty glasses isn’t going to
change the world. If I’m going to get pissed, it should be
about something that matters.” 

And the things that matter to Vitt are varied and com-
plex. She talks about changing and saving the world in the
same way she does homework: with a practical, individual
approach, just as a phone begins to ring. 

“If just everyone cuts down. I’m not saying you can’t
have your Nike shoes, but realize that we’re all connect-
ed… in life, they would reduce their waste,” said Vitt. 

The phone hasn’t stopped ringing, and Vitt excuses her-
self for a moment. When she returns, she shakes her head
woefully with a sigh and wicked gleam in her eyes, as they
rove the restaurant. “If I can’t get them to answer the
phone, how can I get them to save the world?”

PROFILE
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FEATURES REPORTER “I used to get really stressed.

Especially here, but not so much
anymore. I think… you wake up
one day and realize… getting
stressed about dirty glasses isn’t
going to change the world.”

Megan Vitt

Local employees struggle to balance school with work

-
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SPRING BREAK 
INFORMATION
800-488-8828

www.sandpiperbeacon.com
FR E E SP R I N G BR E A K

MO D E L SE A R C H CA L E N D A R *
*VALID FOR FIRST 1000 RESERVATIONS.

 ROTELLI I
N LIBERTY- JUST MINUTES AWAY FROM

CAMPUS OPENING SOON!
We are accepting applications for manager

trainees, bartenders, servers, delivery drivers,

experienced cooks, hosts, dishwashers, and

bussers. Apply in person at EITHER of our other

two locations. 6526 South Avenue, Boardman, Ohio

(across the street from Lowe’s in Victor Hills Plaza)

or 5553 Mahoning Avenue, Austintown, Ohio.
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Despite a leaky ceiling in the
Stambaugh Stadium complex
Monday night, the Youngstown
State University intramural
arena football league made do
with the space allowed for com-
petition and continued with the
first games of the 2007 season.  

“We will adapt and overcome
any kind of adversity to make
sure the students can compete,”
said Paul Schumacher, co-
inventor of YSU intramural
arena football. “Every year
something new comes up, but
no matter what happens we
work through the problem.”  

Schumacher, a YSU alumnus,
has been involved with the
arena football program for 14
years. He created the intramural
league with fellow alumnus
Dan Balzak during their college
years at YSU.  

According to Schumacher,
the arena football league is the
second most popular intramu-
ral sport during the spring.  

With a staff of 18 trained stu-
dent referees and 10 teams of
almost 90 students, arena foot-
ball keeps the student body
involved with recreational
activities. 

The 10 teams are divided into
two separate divisions: the fra-
ternity division and the men’s
division. The game is five on
five with a four person mini-
mum.  

Players compete for two 18
minute halves and over the
course of the season play
against all the teams in their
division. At the end of the sea-
son the best two teams will
compete for the league champi-
onship. The winners take home
T-shirts and the runner ups earn
mugs. 

Due to the lack of space and a
no-contact policy, arena football
rules and regulations differ

from regular football. Arena
football is considered pass foot-
ball, meaning that as soon as the
ball is caught the play must
stop. 

Another difference between
classical football and its arena
counterpart is the scoring sys-
tem.  

Teams score different
amounts of points for each play.
The maximum amount of
points that can be scored on one

drive is 14, causing the score of
most arena games to be much
higher than normal football
games. 

“The fun part of the game is
you can win by 100 points,”
said Sigma Chi quarterback
Rob Johnson. 

Johnson is competing in his
second season with the Sigma
Chi fraternity in the arena
football league.  

“Last year we didn’t know
what we were doing. There’s a
lot of strategy to this game,” he
said. 

According to Johnson he
likes arena football because it’s
easy to play regardless of the
competitor’s physical condi-
tioning.  

Another quarterback and
intramural veteran, Justin
Boone, has been competing in
arena football at YSU for four
years.  

“Having fun and being with
the fraternity brothers are my
reasons for playing,” Boone
said.  

Boone, a hospitality man-
agement major, plays for the

Phi Kappa Tau fraternity.
According to Schumacher,
Boone is one of the most experi-
enced players in arena football
at YSU. 

In case of withdrawal from
the NFL on Monday nights,
Schumacher encourages all stu-
dents to stop by Stambaugh
Stadium on Monday nights
from 7-11 p.m. and see what
arena football is all about.

Saturday will mark the first
time that 17 new Penguins suit up
for a Division I baseball game as
Youngstown State University trav-
els to Nashville, Tenn. for an open-
ing day double-header with the
University of Dayton Flyers. 

Even with the abundance of
youth, the Penguins look no less
competitive on paper than last
season when the team posted a
winning 16-13 Horizon League
record. 

Faced with fierce competition
and high expectations in 2007,
head coach Mike Florak said the
newest additions to his team will
have no trouble making the transi-
tion to the next level. 

“It’s still baseball. They will just
have to know there [are] going to
be ups and downs,” he said. 

To open the season on the right
foot, the team will have to stick to
the basics and play error-free base-
ball in all aspects of the game.
Staying with the game plan and
eliminating mental mistakes will
give the Penguins the edge for
success.  

“We work on fundamentals
everyday and we take them into
every game. We’re not going to
change our approach for anyone,”
Florak said. 

Opening day for the Penguins
will mark game one of a grueling

22-game road slate that the team
will endure before being able to
play on its home patch of grass.
The Flyers have opened the season
0-3 after a series sweep at the

hands of Wofford College.  
Junior pitcher Lucas Engle is

the probable starter for the
Penguins and has the task of ton-
ing down the bat of sophomore

first baseman Jeff Mercer who hit
.437 with a pair of doubles and
three RBIs over the course of the
Flyers’ opening weekend. 

Engle should be up to the chal-

lenge and will look to continue his
four-game streak, which dates
back to last season, without sur-
rendering a run. 

The Penguin offense should
look to jump on the Flyers’ start-
ing pitching early and often. In
their previous two losses, the
respective starters were tattooed
for a combined nine runs in the
first inning of play. 

Getting an early lead could be
difficult for the Flyers due to
Engle's efficient right-arm pitch-
ing and junior Ryan Sellman from
the back of the Penguin bullpen.
The right-handed closer had a
.262 ERA and saved six games for
the Penguins last season; he poses
the confidence required for the
high pressure role. 

Grounding the Flyers would be
a beneficial confidence booster for
the team as its next opponent,
Stephen F. Austin University, will
have 11 games under its belt
before the Penguins come to town. 

With the Horizon League look-
ing strong from top to bottom this
season, a good start during the
non-conference schedule will ben-
efit the Penguins by the time
league play begins on March 23.  

As a majority of the teams have
improved since last season, it will
be a tight race throughout the
course of this season. “I think the
league is wide open this
year,”Florak said.
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UPCOMING YSU SPORTS

44 2/15    —   W.Basketball vs. UW-Green Bay @ 7:05 p.m.

44 2/17   —    Track and Field @ Akron Zips Open

44 2/17   —    M. Tennis @ St. Francis

44 2/17   —    Baseball @ Dayton

BASEBALL

Penguins declare open season on Flyers
JJaakkee GGllaavviieess
SPORTS EDITOR

Junior pitcher Lucas Engle winds up for a pitch at a game last season at Eastwood Field. Engle is the likely starter
for the Penguins on Saturday against Dayton.

Photo courtesy of YSU Sports Information

Arena football brings classic game indoors
EEmmiillyy TThhaayyeerr

JAMBAR CONTRIBUTOR

INTRAMURAL SPORTS

MONDAY
7 pm Phi Kappa Tau vs. Sigma Tau Gamma
8pm Sigma Chi Vs Sigma Alpha Epsilon
9 pm Braskey vs.T-Ballerz
10 pm 9-1-1 Never Forget vs. Penguins

FEB. 26
7 pm Sigm Alpha Epsilon vs.Alpha Phi Delta
8 pm Phi Kappa Tau vs. Sigma Chi
9 pm Penguins vs. Broadway Bombers
10 pm Braskey vs. 9-1-1 Never Forget

March 5
7 pm Sigma Tau Gamma vs. Sigma Alpha epsilon
8 pm Alpha Phi Delta vs. Sigma Chi
9 pm Broadway Bombers vs. 9-1-1 Never Forget
10 pm Penguins vs.T-Ballerz

March 19
7 pm Sigma Alpha Epsilon vs. Phi Kappa Tau
8pm Alpha Phi Delta vs. Sigma Tau Gamma
9 pm Broadway Bombers vs.T-Ballerz
10 pm Penguins vs. Braskey

PLAY-OFFS MARCH 26

Arena Football Schedule

Track team to tune up at Akron
and Kent before championships 

Before heading into the Horizon League
Indoor Championships Feb. 24 and 25, the
Youngstown State University men’s and
women’s track teams will take part in the Zips
Open at the University of Akron on Friday and
the Kent State Tune up at Kent State University
on Saturday.  

Leading performers for the men’s team this
season have been senior distance runner Nick
Kruse and sophomore thrower Aaron Merrill.
The senior from Napoleon, Ohio won the mile
in the team’s last meet, the All-Ohio
Championship on Feb. 10. Kruse clocked in at
4:22 to win by .45 seconds. Merrill achieved a
career and YSU best this season when he
hurled the shot-put 54’1.”    

On the women’s side junior Bethany
Anderson topped her own school record in the
weight throw with a toss of 60’10” to finish
fourth at the All-Ohio Championship. Alisha
Anthony has also contributed a great deal this
year as she won two divisions of the long jump
at the Akron Open on Feb. 2 and 3; she also fin-
ished third in the event with a jump of 18’5” at
the meet on Feb. 10. 

Penguins to play basketball
double-header Saturday 

The men’s and women’s basketball teams
will take the court this Saturday at the Beeghly
Center for a Youngstown basketball double-
header. 

The women will play first as they tip off
against the 11-12 University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee Panthers at 2:05 p.m. The team
dropped its first matchup against the Panthers
60-44. To come out of Saturday’s game with a
win and improve the team’s  7-15 record, lead-
ing scorers Heather Karner and Monique
Godfrey will have to put the team on their
backs and play their best games of the season.
The team will end the season March 3 at
Wright State University. 

Traveling to Beeghly Center to take on the
Youngstown State men’s squad are the Eastern
Kentucky University Colonels. The Penguins
will enter the game at 10-15 overall with a 5-8
Horizon League record. The squad is in the
middle of the league standings and is still in
the hunt for a home playoff game. The men
will play their last game of the season Feb. 24
against Cleveland State. The Penguins and
Colonels will take the floor at 4:25 p.m.

SPORTS BRIEFS
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