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D DI TIO 1 

THE MC DO O GH M E M OF ART 
_ YOU G TOW. STATE U IVERS/TY 

26 October 1991 

PROGR 

Presiding••·· eil D. Humphrey 
· Pre idenr, Young toll'/1 State Unil'ersity 

J11 vocatio11 .... Most Reverend Benedict C. Franzetta 
Au.xiliary•Bi hop, Diocese of Youngstown 

Pre e11tatio11 of Building, ... Paul Ricciuti 
Buchanan, Ricciuti and Balog, Architects 
Gwarhme) Siegel and Associates, Design Consultanrs 

Presentation. of Key ,,,,Edward A. Fla k 
Chair, Building and Proper()' Committee 
Board of Trusrees 

Acceptance of Building .... Jolm F. Ge/etka 
Chair, Board of'Trusrees 

Mu ical Se/ections .. ,,Dana Chorale, Dana School of Mu ic 

Response .... Jo/111 J. McDonough, M.D. 

Special Prese11tatio11,, .. David Sweetkind, Dean 
College <if Fine and Performing Arrs 

• ■ ■ 



I n 1978 when John J. McDonough old hi collection of Am rican 

pamtmg Sotheby' the auction house that handled the ale, caJled it a 

." landmark auction . 11 At the time, it wa the large t ale of American art 

by a ingle collector and became national new . The 63 work 

M Donough had carefully elected over the previou twelve year 

formed, according to Thomas orton, "an almo t comprehensive cro -
ection of the principal arti t , ~heme and period of repre entationaJ 

American art. 11 Indeed, the collection wa exhibited at major mu eum 

aero the country before it wa di per ed . 

Within months of the ale, Dr. M~Donough ~egan to form an even finer 

collection of American art, thi time focu ing hi attention on the fifty-. 

year period between 1875 and 1925 . Thi current collection. numbering 

about J 00 painting , ha earned McDonough the designation "the 

quinte entially focu ed collector" by John L. Marion , who conducted 

the Sotheby auction. McDonough i thorough!;- familiar with the period 

and ha elected carefully and kn wledgeably, making ~i collection a 

jewel of the firl world . 

De pite the fact that many of hi paintin'g increa e in value over time, 

Dr. McDonough ays that he doe not collect art a a financial inve t­

ment. 11 I think paintini hould be loved and enjoyed, 11 he ay , "and I 

don't think they hould be bought for ale and profit, really. You hould 

go into_ the tock market for that. 11 

• I 

I t all tatt d with Mcponougb' frequent i its to ·the Toledo Mu eum 

of Art a a young boy. He credit hi mother' lo e of culture for 

encouraging hi appreciation f fine art. Later, a , ~ medical tudent in 

Chicago , McD nough spent long hour in the Art In titute, enjo ing it 

large lmpre ioni t collecti n. 

Dr. McDonough received hi undergraduate education at Sr. John 

College in Toledo, Ohio and hi M.Q. from Loyola Univer ity Medical. 

School in Chicag.o. He opened hi private practice in ob tetric_ a~d 

gynecology in Young town in 1942 and, in the cour 7 of the next 43 

_year , publi hed num rou article in the field. He i a member of the 

American Board. of Ob tetric and Gynecology and a _Fellow of the 

American College of Surgery. Dr. McDonough ha been active in 
\ 

variou civic and profe ional organization including the Young town 

Area Chamber of Commerce, the Mahoning County Medical Society. 

and Project HOPE. 

Dr. McDonough erved on the Board of Tru tee of The Butler In titute 

of American Art during the late 1960 and agai_n · in the late 1970 , 

repre enting The ~utJer In titute at the conference on the ~merica_n 

A ociation of Mu eum Committee in 1977. In that ame year, he 

erved on the R.J. Wean Lecture hip Program Committee at Young -

town State U niver ity. 
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My house is full of pai111-

ing . I enjoy them every 

day. Sometime , I rake a 

day off and go through the ' 

entire collection, and I 

alll'ays eem to be happy 

with them. 771ey ne,·er ll'ear 

out. 

- Or. John J . Mc Don ugh 



Origins of rhe Mu eum 

O ver the year , variou exhibition pace have been _devi ed at 

Young town Stale Univer ity for the di play of tucieot and faculty 

artwork. Non of them ha met well the pre ing need for gallery 

pace, which, for the visual arts, i analogou to a recital hall for 

mu ic or a theatre 'for drama. A departmental galJery i e ential t 

th goaJ of the YSU Art _Department, erving a it doe to mea ure 

th dynamic quality of faculty and tudent work. Such a facility not 

only enables the Univer ity to maintain it high tandards of in truc­

tion; it al o act a a laboratory pace for a future urriculum in 

mu eology and provide a context for direct community interaction 

and cooperation. 

In response to the Univer ity' need for an artspa e, Dr. John J. 

McD nough, a Young town phy ician and avid art collector, offered 
\ 

the proceeds of the ·sale of hi painting Gloucester Harbor by Childe 

Ha am to help fund con truction of a new building. With additional 

monie from the State of Ohio, the McDonough Mu eum of Art was 

begu_n in the fall of 1990. 

■ ■ ■ ■ • • • 



De i 11 i the final rran.iforrna­

rion of hoice to arr . .. De ign i 

including or exc/uding--1101 a 

accom111odatio11 bw as meaning. 

It is aboUI understanding a 

problem, ·analy-ing the 

con 1rai111 , electing op1io11 

and creQfing the object that 

provoke an aesthetic re pon e 

and engencjer an idea . 

.- Charle Gwathmey 
& Robert Siegel 



The tructure that i being dedicated today reflect inno ati e re-

pon e to the di er e u e to which the mu eum will b put. The ew 

York de ign firm of Gwathmey Siegel and A ociate and Young -

t wn' Buchanan, Ricciuti and Balog Archite t worked jointly to 
I 

de elop the concept and tructure f the building . 

The primary determinant f th mu eum' d ign i the I ping ite 

and it juxtapo iti n to urrounding large- cale tructure . The mu eum 

ituated lightly to th outh of the a i of The Butler In titute of 

merican Art , op ning an ea tward ightline through to the Ea t ide 

f th city. The white ceramic tile xteri r i an a ented ount rp int 

to the bri k and ncrete of Bli and Me hel hall ; thi and the 

implicity of the de ign provide a di tinct id ntity for th mu eum. 

umerou tree will er ate a gro e ffect n the mu eum ground 

oft ning ~h intru ive effect of the tr et. 

The two main entrance , one n the upper ground/ treet le 1, the 

ther on the lo r gr und/parking garag le el, ar connected by an 

open kylit tair gall ry. Thi tair arri ut the weeping ge ture of 

th building down the hill ide pening on the lower main entrance. T 

the n rth of the tair i a 4 - at lectur hall featuring tat -of-the-art 

ound and projection equipm nt to be u ed ~ r art hi t r cla e · . 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ I 



T he middle. level of the McDonough Museum contains two traditional 

ga□erie wi,th fini hed plaster walls and carpeting. On the lower level 

are two in tallation gallerie , one large two-story pace and another 

ingle- tory gallery adjacent to it. Both are finished in plywood with 

bare concrete floor to accommodate variou type of art uch a works 

in progre , installation piece . and experimental piece . The cale of 

· these rooms and their more primitive urfaces allow for the display of 

more innovative works. 

The outh end of the mu eum features a piral stair topped with a 

conical kylight which, from outside the building, creates an echo of the 

in ide pace. The conical skylight ·and four pyramidal kylight above 

the large in taJlation gallery form permanent features of the street-level 

culpture garden. 

The mu eum will how current work by tudents and faculty, as well as 

exhibit of other college and univer itie hows by community and 

regional arti t , and innovative cross-disciplinary exhibits. Students 

interested ill mu eum practice will have available ,hand -on experience in 

preparing, etting up and curating exhibits. In the longer term, the 

McDonoµgh Mu eum will aid in the potential development of a Univer­

sity graduate_ program in mu eology. 

A full-time coordinator and part-time office taff member will over ee 

dai.Iy operation 9f the mu eum. The mu eum' overall management and 

direction will com~ from the Department of Art and the dean of the 

Colle_ge of Fine and Performing.Art . 



OHIO BO RD OF REGE T 

I a T. B nda, Chair 
Lio d 0 . Brown, ecretary 

nita . W rd, Vice Chair 
Paul . Dutt n 
Ralph K. Fra ier 
Elaine H. Hair ton, Chancellor 
William F. Boyle 
Elizab th K. Lanier 
Je e Philip 

John F. Geletka, Chair 
Micha I I. M nu , Vice Chair 
Y:T. Chiu 
Elizabeth . Deluca 
Jame R. Dull, Jr., Studem 
Edward A. Fla k 
Mark E. Lyd n 
Richard P. McLaughlin 
Martin J. 0 'Connell 
Earne t P rry 
coll P. mith, Smdem 

Franklin S. Bennett, Jr . , Secretary 

tephen A. Perry 
Director, Ohio Departmem 

of Admini trarive Services 

Fred W. Forbc AJA, SPE 
Deputy Director, Ohio Deparrm,ent 

of Admi11i tratil'e Sen-ice • 

J eph F. Bu ch 
tate Ar hitect 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION 

■ ■ ■ Mr. & Mrs. John H. 
Surovek, John H. Surovek 
Gallery, Palm Beach, 
Florida, for publication of 
the dedicatory Selections 
from the John J. McD011ough 
Collection of American Art 

■ ■ ■ Mr. & Mrs.C.Gilbert James 
for the bronze sculpture 

11 A Gathering of Emperors 11 

by Andre Harvey 

■ ■ ■ The Board of Directors and 
officers of the Mahoning 
National Bank for their 
contribution towards 
underwriting the costs of 
the reception 

Bu hanan .... Ri c1uti and Balog Ar httc t~ 
G\ athmey iegcl and ociate 

e~ York. Desi 11 011 ultant 

Mike Coate. onslruction, In 

L 

Geller lectric, In 

rp rati n 

HVA 

A ociate Heating & Cooling, In 

Charniga Plumbing Heating Co. 

John on Control ·, Inc. 
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