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Freshman Katlin Knodel stood
outside in the rain, watching in the
cold night air as people prepared
the boxes that would be her home
for the night.

Planning to eventually arm
herself with a sleeping bag and
blankets, plus three layers of pants
and five layers of shirts, Knodel
said she would try to tough it out
through the night.

Still, the weather was putting
up a valiant fight.

“It’s pretty wet and pretty
cold,” Knodel said.

Sleeping in cardboard boxes
was the central theme during the
10th annual Shantytown, an event
where honors students at
Youngstown State University vol-
unteered at inner city charities and
slept outside their dormitories to
increase knowledge about home-
lessness.

Junior Andrew Emig, one of
the directors of the event, said time
and money devoted to these char-
ities makes a difference.

“I think action’s what’s really
important,” he said. “What does
sympathy do?”

Emig said he thinks that if peo-
ple decide to go inside during the
night, it defeats the event’s pur-
pose.

“Some people don’t have a
choice,” he said, of homeless indi-
viduals.

Still, though, Emig said the
opportunity is there for people to
have fun during the event.

Emig participated in
Shantytown during his freshman
year and said he got a chance to
see that stereotypical attributes
associated with the homeless, like
laziness or drug use, were not
always true.

A formerly homeless woman
gave a speech during the event
about how she worked with the
Beatitude House and eventually
got her general education degree
fromYSU.

“I had to openmy eyes,” Emig
said.

This year’s speaker, also a
Beatitude House employee,
showed the audience aDVD illus-
trating the process of taking in
families. The presentation made
him realize how dedicated the
charity is to helping women and
young families, Emig said.

While Emig said he wasn’t
sure how homeless individuals

would respond to the event, he
said that he hoped they would
view it as a positive effort.

Over 130 students participated
in Shantytown, and each person
contributed a minimum of five
non-perishable items.

Emig said homelessness could
be combated by supporting organ-
izations such as the local
Beatitude House.

“I was very impressed with
their operation,” Emig said, of the
Beatitude House.

Nick Meditz, a freshman, said
involvement in Shantytown is
about as close as many students

can come to truly feeling home-
less.

“It kind of gives you a real life
encounter,” he said.

Sophomore and event director
Jason Heyman said Shantytown
helps people realize that in addi-
tion to being in larger cities, home-
lessness occurs right here in
Youngstown.

For his night in Shantytown,
Heymanmade sure his experience
outside was as dry as possible,
using cardboard as a floor and
making a roof out of blue tarp.
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When Youngstown State Uni-
versity junior David Munnell broke
his ankle, he had to take care of it
himselfwithout thehelpofahospital.

Munnell has no health insurance
and said because he is 24 years old,
he is too old to be on his mother’s
plan. He can’t afford to have his
own.

“So I just took care of it like it
was a sprain and stayed off of it, as
well as making sure I didn’t move
it in any different positions to set
the bone,” he said.

Collegiate Risk Management, a
health insurance provider for col-
lege students, says that college stu-
dents are a victim of the medical
system. They can’t afford insur-
ance, but medical treatment with-
out coverage costs even more.

Senior Megan Douglass said

she is with her dad’s health insur-
ance plan, United Healthcare, but it
will soon run out when she gradu-
ates in December.

“I’m trying to get all kinds of
vaccinations and checkups before
December,” Douglass said. “I am
making a call tomorrow to see if the
HPV vaccine is covered.”

Beyond that, Douglass said she
doesn’t know what she’s going to
do. Munnell said he doesn’t even
know where to begin to look for

health insurance, but has an “urge
to find out.”

Douglass said it’s essential for
her to find out what she’s going to
do after graduation and what plan
she will choose.

“Although I’m young and
healthy now I know that it will be
important in the future when things
start breaking down,” Douglass
said.

HEALTH

College students hurt for health insurance
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Interviewwith a YSU trustee

J. Breen Mitchell
Jambar Contributor

As the third part of a series,
The Jambar talked to John L.
Pogue, chairperson of
Youngstown State University
Board of Trustees.

Q:What are the board’s objec-
tions to a merger with

Northeastern Ohio Universities
College of Medicine?

A: The board believes that
NEOUCOM is the single best
example of collaboration among
the Northeast Ohio Universities,
and that the collaboration should
be expanded to include Cleveland
State.We also believe that the suc-
cess of the NEOUCOM in fulfill-
ing its mission to provide physi-
cians for northeastOhio is a strong
argument that it [NEOUCOM]

remain independent.
Q: What is the current state of

the proposed community college,
and how are the plansmoving for-
ward?

A: We feel that we have made
the case for a community college
in Mahoning County, and we are
optimistic that the chancellor’s
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Jeanette DiRubba
Jambar Contributor

This holiday season, some
Youngstown State University stu-
dent organizations are giving back
to surrounding communities.

MartyManning, associate direc-
tor of Student Life, said that philan-
thropy is all about giving and com-
mitment.

“Service to others is about truly
giving back to your community,”
Manning said.

One student project in the works
is the Emerging Leaders’ annual
Giving Tree Project. This year all
proceeds will benefit lower income
families from theYoungstown area.

Greater Point Youngstown, a
social service andwelfare organiza-
tion, provides YSU with a list of
families, and each family’s name
and needs are written on an orna-
ment that hangs from giving trees
around Kilcawley Center.

“Students can just pick a name
right off the tree and know they are
giving back to their community,”
Manning said.

The ornament guides students
by giving a suggested donation,
including clothing or shoe size.

After purchasing gifts, students
can take them to the Office of
Student Life on the second floor in
Kilcawley Center at the end of this
semester.

Manning said the families that
receive these gifts are truly grateful.

Theta Chi Fraternity sponsored
their annual food, clothing and
monetary donation drive for the
Salvation Army. The event, com-
pleted Friday, is a way for the fra-
ternity to “give the gift of giving,”
said member Bryan Nelling.

The fraternity estimated that
about 15 pounds of clothing, 51
pounds of canned goods and $50
have been raised by the event this
year.

Delta Zeta sorority is planning to
put together care packages and let-
ters for soldiers in Iraq.

Andrea Bonadio of Delta Zeta
said the sorority hopes to raise
awareness for individuals separated
from their families bymilitary serv-
ice.
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Pogue

Student volunteers raise
homelessness awareness
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VOLUNTEERING

Students
reach beyond
campuswith
volunteering

Jeanette DiRubba
Jambar Contributor

To Youngstown State Univers-
ity students Audra Dill andAmber
Gallagher, community service is
about helping others to realize their
own importance and worth.

Dill, a senior hospitality man-
agement major, is an active volun-
teer for the Muscular Dystrophy
Association. She helps at the Jerry
Lewis Labor Day Telethon where
she records pledges and donations
over the phone and walks for the
annual Stride-N-Ride, a relay for
MDA that also raises money.

Dill also volunteers at the annu-
al summer camp sponsored by
MDA for individuals with muscu-
lar dystrophy. Dill said each volun-
teer receives one camper, and the
two bond over a week of activities
designed to help thosewithmuscu-
lar dystrophy realize their impor-
tance and value their worth.

“I have had the same camper
for six years now, andwe have def-
initely become very close,” Dill
said.

Dill said she has many enjoy-
able memories from her years at
the MDAcamp, but said she loves

VOLUNTEERING

Putting a face on
volunteering: YSU
students get to know
who they’re helping

VOLUNTEERING

PENGUINS’ hot start will be put to
the test against Fighting Irish, page 6

BLACK FRIDAY or bust, page 4

Chairperson talks new community college building, NEOUCOM

TOP—Sophomore JasonHeyman puts down cardboard inside one of the
box shelters built for Shantytown, a project to raise homelessness awareness.
ABOVE —Two volunteers working off-campus for Shantytown.



Chelsea Pflugh
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Every Tuesday and Thursday at
4:30 p.m. telecommunications stu-
dents are busy inside the TV studio
of Bliss Hall.
The pressure of putting together

a live show doesn’t seem to bother
the students as they work efficient-
ly together, despite the number of
things that could go wrong.
Freshman Robyn Musgrove

said that number is pretty high, but
that’s what makes it a worthwhile
learning experience.
Musgrove is one of the students

working on “Homework Express,”
a half-hour live television show run
solely by students and aired live on
Time Warner Cable’s Channel 23.
The show reaches up to 1.5 million
households in northeast Ohio and
western Pennsylvania.
She compared the live show

with most telecommunication
classes, where students tape shows

that they can fix later.
“Fixing those problems while

being broadcast into people’s
homes is hard. It teaches us the pro-
fessional way to cope with prob-
lems,” Musgrove said.
Job experience is one thing that

haunts every student fresh out of
college when they’re applying for
careers. For the students working
on “HomeworkExpress,” job expe-
rience will not be an issue for their
resumes; they’re already getting
one up on future job competition.
The show assists grade andmid-

dle school students with homework
problems. Students call the show
live and ask a teacher takes the
problem apart step-by-step on a
dry-erase board, showing how to
solve the problem.
The show also tries to incorpo-

rate subjects outside of math that
might be of some interest. The
show has had specialists come in
and teach kids about birds, bobcats
and coyotes.

Perhaps because the show offers
an easy source of academic help for
students who may be afraid to
speak up in class.The excitement of
being heard on television may
make homework more fun for stu-
dent callers. For the YSU students
that produce “HomeworkExpress,”
that thrill comes from being behind
the scenes.
They run the equipment, write

the scripts, set up interviews and
edit content. While professors are
present to oversee, the emphasis is
on student experience.
Sophomore Frank Bosak knows

how unpredictable the environment
of live television can be.
“Things go differently that you

want,” he said, andwhen talent says
the wrong thing or makes a change
live, it makes him crazy.
Bosak, the line producer for the

television show, sits aside junior
Tony Marr in the control room to
bring the television show to life
each day.

Also working the control room
are graphics designers, soundboard
and switch runners, and call screen-
ers who answer the phones.
The control room is overseen by

advisors and the professors in
charge of the show.
On the other side of the wall,

there are cameramen and a floor
director who make sure everything
goes smoothly on their end of the
show.
There are also two teachers, each

from a different local area school
who accompany WHOT-FM’s
Kelly Stevens, the host of the show.
“That’s live television,” Bosak

said. “You’ve got one chance, so
you make the best of it.”
Aside from possible problems

that could occur, students are thank-
ful for the opportunity to build their
resumes by working on
“Homework Express,” since stu-
dents rarely get live-television
experience.
“I’ve been told that Kent, Ohio

State, and Ohio University don’t
have anything like this. The leader-
ship here at YSU has given us a
great opportunity and they’re really
trusting us with a lot.” Bosak said.
Many students on the

“Homework Express” crew look
for this as an opportunity to get their
feetwet and plan tomove on to big-
ger things such as television or
movies once they graduate.
“Homework Express” airs live

every Tuesday and Thursday and
pre-recorded episodes are shown
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and
Saturday.
Additional reporting by Brian Cetina.

Megan Villers
Jambar Contributor

Many have heard the commer-
cials on television and have seen the
ads with the catchy slogan, “You
could be one less.” This new phrase
was made popular thanks to the
new vaccine Gardasil.
The ads are targeted to young

females claiming they could be one
less person to get cervical cancer.
With all the commercials for
Gardasil,manywomen arewonder-
ing if they should get the vaccine.
Gardasil was approved by the

FDA in June 2006 to protect
women against several diseases
caused by Human Papillomavirus.
While HPV is common, some
strains can cause precancerous
vaginal lesions, genital warts and
cervical cancer.
According to the Center for

Disease Control, in 2005 an esti-
mated 20 million people in the
United States had the virus. HPV
may not even show any signs or
symptoms and for most people the
virus does go away on its own.
The lack of symptoms means

that HPV is very easy to spread.

Any person who has had any kind
of sexual contact involving genitals,
even if itwas not sexual intercourse,
is at risk.
Registered nurse Pat Sheen who

administers the Gardasil shot at the
Salem Health department reminds
females that Gardasil only protects
against diseases caused by certain
types of HPV.
“Types 6, 1, 16 and 18 are pro-

tected against with the shot, but
there are more than 100 types of
HPV,” said Sheen.

The four strainds that Gardasil
protects against cause 70 percent
of cervical cancer and 90 percent
of genital warts.
The vaccination can benefit any

woman who hasn’t been infected
with all four strains of HPV that
Gardasil protects against.
“Girls should know that the shot

is not going to protect you from
HIV/AIDS, herpes or any other
STDs,” said Sheen.
It is also important to remember

that the vaccination is not a substi-
tute for regular cancer screenings.
The vaccine isn’t cheap.

Gardasilmust be given in three sep-
arate doses spread over six months.

The Salem Heath department
charges $140 per dose, but the cost
can be submitted for insurance
reimbursement.
The Mahoning Valley Health

department also offers Gardasil for
$135 for each injection for females
ages 19-26. If you are under 18 the
cost significantly drops to just $35
per injection.
In fact, the advisory committee

on immunization practices recom-
mends that Gardasil be routinely
given to girls when they are 11 or
12 years of age. Gardasil can be
started as early as age nine and can
be given to women as old as 26.
Age groups above 26 have not yet
been tested for safety, according to
the Center for Disease Control.
Sheen suggests that the recom-

mendation may become issue for
many parents of young girls.
“Some parents are not happy

about the idea of giving their pre-
teen daughters a shot that protects
against an STD,” Sheen said.
“We get a certain number of

girls who are 14 or 15 and feel that
since the vaccine protects against
certain strains of HPV can be as
sexually promiscuous as they want.

Parents and health care providers
need to discuss the factswith young
girls before they get the vaccine.
There needs to be a mutual under-
standing of what the shot is intend-
ed to do.”
The center for disease control

has found no serious side effects in
the tests that have been conducted
for Gardasil. The long-term effec-
tiveness of the vaccine will be
revealed over the next few years.
Some young women at YSU

are still not convinced that
Gardasil is necessary.
Freshman Jessica Giblin said

that she has seen the ads for
Gardasil, but never really thought
that it applied to her.
“I wouldn’t consider getting the

vaccine. I don’t even get the flu
shot,” said Giblin.

“How do you really know that it
is going to protect against cancer
and what are the side effects? Plus
there are other ways to prevent can-
cer, besides a shot,” she added.
Sophomore Amanda Hardesty

was also hesitant about getting the
shot when she found out the cost
and how many injections were
required.
“I really don’t think it seems

worth the price. Maybe if it wasn’t
so expensive I would consider it,”
said Hardesty.
Still, Junior Jamie Parker has an

open mind about Gardasil.
“My mom wants me to get the

vaccine,” said Parker.
“I’ve heard itwas good, butwho

knows. Iwould consider getting it. I
just haven’t talked to my doctor
about it yet.”
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CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION OF YOUNGSTOWN. SUBSTITUTE
HELPERS. FOOD SERVICE DIVISION - YOUNGSTOWN CITY SCHOOL
DISTRICT - $6.98 HOURLY RATE. A Substitute Helper works as a Cooks
Helper or as a Central Kitchen Packaging Helper. A substitute worker has to
be available for work when called out, often on very short notice. Before
starting to work as a Substitute Helper, an applicant will be required to take
a drug test and fingerprinting, at his/her own expense (approximately
$52.00). Applicants must be in good physical condition. To be eligible for a
permanent position, you must be a Youngstown City School District resi-
dent. Applications accepted at the Civil Service Commission Office, 7th
floor, City Hall. Youngstown, Ohio, from November 19, 2007, through
November 29, 2007. Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m, Monday through Friday.
City Hall will be closed Thursday, November 22, 2007, in observance of
Thanksgiving Day. The written exam will be on Saturday, December I,
2007, at the Choffin Career and Technical Center, 200 E, Wood Street,
Youngstown, Ohio, starting at 10:00 a.m. To qualify for Veteran's Bonus,
submit a copy of DD-214 when you file your application.

CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION OF YOUNGSTOWN. AUTOMOTIVE
MECHANIC - YOUNGSTOWN CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT - SALARY:
$15.41/hr. Candidates should have at least 2 years experience in main-
tenance repair, and installing of all parts, units. and components of
gasoline and diesel operated vehicles. Must have a valid State of Ohio
CDL license; must be a resident of Youngstown when appointed or
must become a resident within 120 days following appointment.
Applications for the civil service examination accepted at Civil Service
Commission Office, 7th floor, City Hall, Youngstown, Ohio, from
November 19,2007 through November 29, 2007. Hours: 8:00 a.m. to
4;00 p,m. (City HaII will be closed Thursday, November 22, 2007 in
observance of Thanksgiving Day.) If you are a veteran and wish to
claim the military preference credit, bring a XEROX copy of FORM DD-
214 showing proof of honorable discharge. Examination will be given
on Saturday, December 1, 2007, starting at 10:00 a.m. at Choffin
Career and Technical Center, 200 E. Wood St., Youngstown, Ohio. For
further information, call (330) 742-8798.

LIVE FROM YSU

Contact the Mahoning County Health Department at
330-270-2855 for more information about Gardasil.

HPV vaccine worth the price in the long term

LEFT— Line producer Frank Bosak and director Tony Marr sit behind the scenes of “Homework Express.”
CENTER— “Homework Express” is broadcast live from the television studio Bliss Hall.
RIGHT— Bobby Wolff works the camera while floor director Robyn Musgrove makes sure things go smoothly.

Photos by Brian Cetina

Youngstown named
the fourth most dan-
gerous city

According to CQ Press’s 14th
annual “City Crime Rankings:
Crime inMetropolitanAmerica,”
Youngstown is the 15th most-
dangerous U.S. city. This year’s
report shows the city moving up
from its former ranking of ninth.
However,Youngstown is current-
ly the fourth most-dangerous city
in the 75,000 to 99,999 popula-
tion bracket.

SIFE team takes
first place

The Students in Free
Enterprise team placed first at the
“Duel in the Keystone State,” a
regional competition. The four-
student team will advance to the
national “Duel in the Desert” in
March at the University of
Arizona. The event is a personal
financial case study sponsored by
Take Charge America, a non-
profit consumer credit counseling
firm based in Phoenix.

Fortune 500 company
gives job opportuni-
ties presentation

“Your Future Career Oppor-
tunities,” a presentation by
Michelle K. Murray, will be held
at noon today in the Cafaro Suite,
fifth floor of Williamson Hall.
Murray is consulting manager in
SAP Consulting Services/
Midwest SAPAmerica, Inc. SAP
is a Fortune 500 company and is
the largest business software
provider in the world. The pres-
entation is sponsored by the
Association of Information
Technology Professionals Student
Chapter.

Business seminar
to be held
at Southwoods

A seminar detailing the
exporting business, “Under-
standing Exporting,” will be held
from10 a.m. to 1 p.m.Nov. 28, at
the YSU Southwoods Metro
Campus in Boardman, room 228.
The seminar will be presented by
the InternationalTradeAssistance
Center and the Ohio Small
Business Development Center at
YSU in conjunction with the
Williamson College of Business
Administration. Cost for the pro-
gram is $10 and is due with com-
pleted registration byMonday.

Student organization
collects baby items

Student Social Work
Association is sponsoring a Baby
Item Drive Wednesday from
12:00 to 2:00 p.m. at Kilcawley
Center in the lower arcade. Any
item, new or used, for infants and
children up to 2 years old will be
collected for CareNet Pregnancy
Center.

Students get real telecommunications experience
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Bartenders wanted! Up to $300
a day, no experience neces-
sary, training provided. 800-
965-6520, ext. 287.

Spring Break 2008
Sell Trips, Earn Cash and Go
Free. Call for group discounts.
Best deals guaranteed!
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco,
Bahamas, S. Padre, Florida.
800-648-4849
or www.ststravel.com

C.T. Rentals Has
A very nice 2 bedroom apartment
available now with all utilities,
cable, broadband,ADT, and appli-
ances from $385 per person. Call
Chris for your free tour. 330-743-
7368.

Eastwood Village Apartments.
East side of Youngstown. 1&2
Bedrooms starting at $325 plus
electric. Free Water, Heat &
Gas. Section 8 O.K. On YSU
bus line. Call 330-743-0411 for
more details.
Live at Oaktree apartments!
One and two bedrooms available
($450-465 + 1 mo. sec.)
3 miles from campus, parking,
laundry, heat included, pretty
grounds. Phone #: 330-759-1772

OFF-CAMPUS HOUSING.
Less than 100yds away from
dorms. Safe. Gated entrance w/
intercom. 1-2-3 bedrooms for stu-
dents and staff only.Year lease dis-
counts. Call Mark at 330-622-3663

2 Bedroom apartment $425 and
$450 + elect. HEAT PAID 1/2
security deposit, laundry facilities,
security door. 5 minutes from
campus. Call Lindsay at
330-240-7370.

One and two bedroom apart-
ments — all utilities paid. Includes
cable and high speed internet,
stove, refrigerator, washer, dryer
and microwave. Call 330-219-4223.

Immediate Occupancy -
10 min From YSU

Shared Rental - Boardman.
Beautiful 2 bedroom, private bath,
1500sq. FT. Private, C/A,Washer &
dryer in unit. 400/mo incl. utilities
330-360-8665.

Student Apt. For Rent. 2 bedrooms
one block fromYSU.Almost New.
$400 per student. Includes all utili-
ties, Cable and Internet. Call
330-720-0964 or 330-770-4472.

Sick of Dorm Life? Now Leasing
for 2nd semester!Walk to YSU
from your own place! 1BR, 2BR,
3BR and 4BR units available. Rents
as low as $290/mo including utili-
ties. Call 330-506-0104

Walk ToYSU. 5 Bedroom House -
Rooms newly painted- Very clean -
5 students max. - $560 - month
plus utilities - No Pets.
330-506-5684

HHeellpp  WWaanntteedd

HHoouussiinngg

GGeett  iinn  tthhee  CCllaassssiiffiieeddss
CCaallll  333300--994411--11999900  

Phone 330-941-1990    Fax 330-941-2322

Classifieds • Buy • Sell
• Rent • Jobs

MTV SPRING BREAK
Panama City Beach

800-488-8828
www.sandpiperbeacon.com

FR E E SP R I N G BR E A K
MO D E L SE A R C H CA L E N D A R

*

*VALID FOR FIRST 1000 RESERVATIONS.

[Eric Fingerhut of the Ohio Board
of Regents] plan to create a univer-
sity system will include support for
a community college. If the chan-
cellor includes a community col-
lege in his plan, we stand ready to
take the necessary action to imple-
ment such a plan.
Q: Are there any major improve-

ments or setbacks anticipated for
fiscal year 2008?
A: We certainly don’t anticipate

any setbacks, and our most imme-
diate improvement goal is to suc-
cessfully manage the centennial
celebration for the university and to
take the centennial capital cam-

paign over its goal.
Q: Last month, a survey indicat-

ed that the trustees were “out of
touch” with student and faculty
concerns. Since then, is the board
doing anything to try to work more
closely with the greater university
community to increase understand-
ing between all parties?
A: The all-campus survey did

not indicate that the trustees were
“out of touch.” That was the con-
clusion of the headline writer at the
Vindicator. However, if you read
the article, it indicated that the
trustees acknowledged a level of
dissatisfaction in the survey and a

willingness to address that problem.
While dissatisfaction can arise from
a number of sources, I believe the
best way to deal with that issue is to
operate the university in the best
way possible and to remain open to
constructive criticism and comment
in the process.
Q: What do the trustees feel

should be done with the old
Williamson building when the new
college of business opens?
A: Initially, we planned to use

the building for temporary class-
room assignments, while other
classrooms are being upgraded and
remodeled. We have not discussed

a long-term plan for the building.

Q: What issue facing the univer-
sity is considered to be top priority
among the trustees?

A: In the near term, the priority
issue would be successful negotia-
tions with our faculty and classified
unions along with successful com-
pletion of our accreditation process.
In the long-term, we need to be
ready to articulate the mission of
Youngstown State so as to success-
fully fit into the university system
that is being suggested by the chan-
cellor of the Ohio Board of
Regents.

From TRUSTEE page 1

the feeling of being in a close
family unit at camp.
“Every year for that week, we

pick up right where we left off. We
know everyone, and know that
although we haven’t seen each other
for a whole year, that’s okay because
we’re just one huge family, and we
disregard that time apart,” Dill said.
Dill said that she enjoys giving

back to the community and wants to
raise awareness about muscular dys-
trophy. 
“I want to help people understand

what muscular dystrophy is and not
be afraid of it. I also know that I’m
doing something good, and that I’m a
part of something so big that’s for
such a good cause,” she said.
Dill hopes she can motivate oth-

ers to donate their time and give back
to others.
“People should give volunteering

a chance,” she said, because of how
much it can mean to the people who
benefit from volunteer work.
Gallagher, a junior business mar-

keting major, is the Mahoning
County representative for the Ohio
Health and Abstinence program.
“I’m trying to accomplish aware-

ness of worth,” said Gallagher. 
Gallagher aims to organize a pro-

gram for local middle schools that

deals with the issue of abstinence.
The six-week program has already
been accepted by St. Charles school
in Boardman.
“My program is geared for the

seventh and eighth graders. It’s a way
for them to learn that abstinence is
okay. Students at this age learn from
their peers, and I want them to be
able to look at me and say, ‘Look!
Amber is practicing abstinence, so it
must be okay to do that,” Gallagher
said.
Gallagher said girls have a low

self-esteem at the middle-school age,
and she hopes her program will help
them be able to have a voice in their
relationships so “they don’t always
have to feel pressured to have sex.”
“I try to accomplish this goal of

boosting self-esteem by making it
present in my own family. I have
cousins under the age of 12, and
sometimes we all have a girls’ night
in where I talk about self-esteem
issues with them. We just have
snacks, watch movies, and stay up all
night,” Gallagher said.
Gallagher hopes that her program

will soon begin so students will gain
knowledge from the classes.
“If I can reach just one girl or boy,

then I know that I did my job,”
Gallagher said.

From HELPING page 1

ice.
“It’s a way to let the soldiers

know that people care and that
they’re not forgotten,” Bonadio
said. 
“It’s also a way to build a boost

for them, especially around the hol-
idays,” she said.
The American Marketing

Association worked at the American
Cancer Society’s Cattle Baron’s

Ball to help raise money. The dinner
with games and raffles brought it
many local businesses, said Amber
Gallagher, member of the American
Marketing Association.
“We helped out with the events,

and it was a lot of fun,” Gallagher
said.
The American Cancer Society

raised over $40,000 from the event.

From BOXED page 1
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Diane Platton
Jambar Contributor

Junior Clarence Howell
described Black Friday, the hectic
shopping day the Friday after
Thanksgiving, as violent.
“I go mainly for the looting and

the violence,” Howell said, joking.
Black Friday,which kicks off the

Christmas shopping season, is
known for stores to get out of the red
and into the black— and can be the
most feared and most revered of
days for shoppers and retailers.
Early morning hours, sales

galore and crowded stores are just a
few things Black Friday is
renowned for. This year, some
reports argue that all the sales will
be online, and soon Black Friday
will be a thing of the past, with
CyberMonday in its place. Butmall
employees and Youngstown State
University students alike disagree,
saying that this Black Friday stores
will be as busy as ever.
Holly Hassey is a YSU sopho-

more and Victoria’s Secret sales
associate and will be working this
Black Friday.

“They say the economy is going
down, but I don’t see how. It’s just
pure insanity [in the stores] and peo-
ple just get in the Christmas spirit
after Turkey Day,” Hassey said.
According to a report from the

National Retail Federation, sales are
predicted to increase 4 percent from
last year to $474.5 billion. The 2007
Holiday Consumer Intentions and
Actions Survey found that shoppers
are planning to spendmore, but they
will bemore restrained.The average
person will spend $816.69 this year
on gifts and an additional $106.67
on non-gift purchases for them-
selves, totaling $923.36.
Howell is braving the shopping

hours and heading toGrove City for
the outlet’s midnight opening.
“Last year it took us, like, five

hours to get there, and it is only a 40-
minute drive. Whenever we get
back fromGrove City I am going to
Circuit City and the mall,” he said.
Another occurrence that

employees have to deal with is
unsatisfied, disgruntled and irritated
shoppers.
“Some of the people that are

there are so rude sometimes, and

they don’t realize that we are work-
ing open to close. They come in and
completely trash the store, but it
does make the day go by faster,”
said Hassey, laughing.
Howell said, “Stores also have

very good sales, but the lines are so
long.”

If the questions still linger on
what to get that special someone,
the 2007 report shows that 53.8 per-
cent of people want a gift card and
50.1 percent are hoping for clothing
and accessories.
Many local stores will be having

extended hours this Black Friday.
Some stores in the area that will be
opening the doors at 5 a.m. include:
Best Buy, the Southern Park Mall,
Circuit City, Wal Mart, and Old
Navy. Other local stores will be
opening at 6 a.m. including Target
and Radio Shack. Some area stores
will be open extra early: Kohls will
be opening at 4 a.m. andGroveCity
Outlets will open at midnight.
With stores opening early and

closing late, Hassey, who will be
working, asked, “Who started this
hideous tradition?”

Darlene Wagner
Jambar Contributor

With less than 36 shopping
days until Christmas, some col-
lege students find their gift list
larger than their bank account.
Pleasing gifts that won’t have
you singing the blues come
January can be found at prices
that evenScroogewould admire.
For budget-crunching col-

lege students, shopping can be as
painful as tooth extractions,
without Novocain. Sophomores
James Chatman and Nicole
Zarzycki know this feeling all to
well.
Chatman admits he is a last-

minute shopper. He doesn’t
make a list or have a budget
when searching for holiday gifts.
The self-professed Internet
shopper admits he surfs for sales
at the last minute.
“That’s why I’m in this bind

now,” he said. “I charged about
$750 last year, and I’m still pay-
ing it off. This year I have about
$400 cash, and I’ll be charging
everything else to my credit
card,” Chatman said.
Zarzycki said she does make

a list and sticks to it; however,
it’s hard for her to staywithin her
budget. She plans to spend about
$300 this year for gifts. Like
Chatman, she is still paying off
last year’s credit card balances.
“It hurts [to see how high the

bills are]. I try to pay a littlemore
than the minimum, but I’m not
paid up yet,” said Zarzycki.
Christmas shopping on a

shoe-string budget
No need to worry. Beautiful,

practical presents can be found
in time for Santa’s arrival with-
out agonizing about cost. With
just a little know how, ingenuity
and imagination, your money
can be stretched to stuff every-
one’s stocking on your list.
Make the most of your expe-

rience. Before shopping, be pre-
pared. Have a sensible budget
and stick to it. Next, you’ll need
to have an organized list that
includes how much to spend on
eachperson.Be realistic. It is vir-
tually impossible to buy for
everyone you know. A simple
card is appropriate for casual
acquaintances, coworkers and
fellow students.
Get the most bang for your

buck by comparative shopping.
The Internet and mailers are
great time savers to spot sales,

discounts and coupons. Devise a
one-stop shopping experience
by arming yourself with store
advertisements. Retailers want
your business, and most will
give you the same price as their
competitor to keep your money
in their store.
Thought does count
People love sentimental pres-

ents. Think about things that
you’ve seen your recipients
admire, and go from there.
Customized gifts are high-end
items that can be purchased for
next to nothing.
Personalize postage stamps

with a favorite family photo.
Design a stuffed animal for the
kids or sports enthusiasts on
your list. Monogrammed items
such as soaps, hand towels and
date-books are also favorites.
Cozy items are wonderful

ideas. Gift baskets loaded with
favorites are sure pleasers.
Surprise your sweetheart with
something homemade. Take
those pictures out of the shoebox
and make scrapbooks with cap-
tions of heartwarmingmemories.
Use your talents. If you love

to bake, add cookies and cakes to
your gift list. For the student
artists, consider sharing some of
your artwork as agift.Makeyour

own gift certificates offering a
night of babysitting service, dog
sitting or cleaning service.
Gift cards from individual

retailers are easy to use and con-
venient. It is also easy to keep
within your budget and allow the
receiver to purchase something
they would really enjoy. A local
grocery store chain offers sav-
ings on gasoline for every gift
card purchased. Keep in mind
that some gift cards do charge
penalties if not used in a speci-
fied amount of time, so be sure
to check on any deadlines or fees
associated with the cards.
Group gift exchanges are

also inexpensive and conven-
ient. Each person can select one
name, cutting down on the num-
ber of presents to buy.

Change the present,
change the future
There are several local and

national organizations that pro-
vide philanthropic services to
people in need all year round.
This year, consider giving
money, donations or your time to
those in need.After all, the initial
reason for the season is celebra-
tion— not commercialization.
Chances are many face pur-

chasing challenges, too.

All I want for Christmas
is to stay out of debt

HOLIDAYS SHOPPING

Black Friday or bust

Tips for Christmas 2008

•Start a Christmas savings account a your bank or
credit union.

•Organize gift exchanges early among family and
friends.

•Buy after-Christmas sale items for next year.

•Pay your credit card balances to zero before making
any future purchases.

•Give homemade gifts.

•Re-gift the things that you really don’t use next year.

Upcoming Events
Wednesday
First Annual Fly Turkey Party
TheWedge
9 p.m

Thursday
Swing Night
Cedar’s
10 p.m.

Friday
Hockey game
Steelhounds vs. Bossier Shreveport
Chevrolet Centre
7:05 p.m.

Saturday
The Clarks
Grog Shop
9 p.m.

FEATURES

If her job offers her insurance
she will “definitely jump on that,
because I have heard some horror
stories from people who can’t get
insurance.”
Insurance is also

vital to Douglass
because she said her
eyes are bad and her
prescription changes
every few years. Not
having insurance
could mean Douglass
has to save up for
glasses or choose a
cheap pair.
“But I like to get a

fancy new pair of
frames for my glasses.
Not the most practical
of reasons,” she said,
“but having good-
looking glasses on my
face is important to
me.”
While Douglass

has prospects of an
employee health
insurance plan after
graduation, Munnell,
a theater major, said
hewants to be an actor
and isn’t quite sure
that benefits are
offered.
JuniorAshley Fox said she is on

her father’s plan, whichwill run out
for her when she graduates.
Fox said she chose to study fine

and performing arts and telecommu-
nications because she
enjoys it, not for the
money. She hopes her
future jobwilloffergood
insurance because the
one she is with now is
“amazing.”
When having fun,

students may not think
of the possibility of
getting hurt or what
their insurance might
cover.
Munnell said he

was drunk and dancing
at a party when he
broke his ankle and
made itworse bywalk-
ing home three miles.
He said he didn’t ask
for help fromYSU.
“I don’t think I

should be requiring
YSU to help me with
mymedical [problems]
considering they were
done off campus and it
wasmy fault in the first
place.”
On the other hand,

Munnell said a YSU police officer
offered to drive him to his classes.

Vault.com has some
tips on what to consid-
er when shopping for
an insurance plan.

• Evaluate limits on
things like prescrip-
tion drugs and hospi-
talization.

• Look at the available
lifetime benefit maxi-
mum and how the
insurance company
pays for ambulance
service.

• Look at the compa-
ny’s experience and
focus.

• Look at the compa-
ny’s strengths and sta-
bility so that you are
assured the company
will be there when you
need it.

From INSURANCE page 1

From VOLUNTEERING page 1

Planning to use sleeping bags
later on, Heyman said he would not
go inside at all during the night.
“I don’t care how cold it is,” he

said.
As the night progressed, the stu-

dents experienced more of the cold,
rainy weather.
Emig reported that a fair amount

of people stayed outside through the
night, including himself.
“Wewere in our box, hanging out,”

he said, adding that a hole in their tarp
made everything a littlewet.

Thewet conditions arewhat final-
ly drove Knodel inside.
Everyonewas inside the box talk-

ing when water started soaking up
through the cardboard floor, she said.
Some people braved it out, but

Knodel ended up going indoors.
Knodel said participating in the

experience helped her understand
that others don’t have the opportuni-
ty to walk inside, out of the cold, like
she did.
“You don’t realize how tough

some people have it,” she said.

Joanne Weintraub
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
(MCT)

All the late-night talk shows
have been in reruns formore than a
week. Soon to follow, most likely,
are prime time’s most popular
comedies and dramas.
“24” is in limbo, and ABC’s

“CashmereMafia” is all dressed up
with no place to go. “Saturday
Night Live” aired the Jon Bon Jovi
episode for the second time in five
weeks.
The Writers Guild of America

strike, now in its second week, is
transforming November, which
usually brings a bumper crop of
goodies, into the cruelestmonth for
coach potatoes.
In 1988, the last time

Hollywood’s TV and movie writ-
ers went out on strike, they were
gone for 22 weeks. With the two
sides still far apart on the main
issues, some insiders say that this
labor dispute could last that long or
even longer.
What’s a TVwatcher to do?
You could grumble about all the

reruns— both the outdated “Daily
Shows” out there now and the old
“Ugly Bettys” around the corner.
Or you could try something differ-
ent.
Here are someways to get your

TV fix during the strike.
Make the most of the program-

ming that’s still out there. If you’ve
been thinking of getting TiVo or
another digital recording system,
now is the time. If you’re still using
a VCR, find the manual — or the
nearest 12 -year-old kid—and fig-
ure out how to record shows.
Reality showswon’t be affected

by the strike — and, no, not all
reality is junk. Among the current
crop, CBS’ “The Amazing Race,”
ABC’s “Dancing With the Stars”
and Bravo’s “Project Runway” are
fun and family-friendly.
A&E has a show in the works

called “Celebrity Garage Sales,”
hosted by Illeana Douglas, and
ABC hopes to have “Dance
Machine” — which involves
“ordinary people, extraordinary
circumstances and a whole lot of
money”— on the air by January.
On a less appetizing note, CBS

is reportedly talking to the produc-
ers of the Ultimate Fighting
Championship about the possibili-
ty of airing some of their no-holds-
barred, mixed-martial-arts bouts.
Sen. John McCain has likened the
sport to “human cockfighting.”
The quality of broadband video

on the networks’ Web sites isn’t
quite the same aswatching on your
big-screen TV, but it’s better than it
used to be.
You can watch full episodes of

the season’s two best new shows,
“PushingDaisies” and “Reaper,” at
www.abc.com and

www.cwtv.com, respectively. At
www.nbc.com, you’ll find
episodes of the underappreciated
“Friday Night Lights,” the best
drama on network TV, going back
to the end of last season.
Many other shows are available

for free, some as full episodes and
some as two-minute recaps.
Pining for “24”? Check out the

top-notch British espionage series
“MI-5,” with four volumes out and
a fifth due in January. Dreading the
day when “The Office” goes into
reruns? Get your giggles from a
nearly forgotten but truly hilarious
Fox comedy of eight years ago,
“Action,” starring Jay Mohr as a
fabulously cynical movie execu-
tive.
More suggestions, including

some recent releases:
Comedies: “Extras,” “Curb

Your Enthusiasm,” “The Larry
Sanders Show,” “Undeclared,”
“Arrested Development,” “The
Bernie Mac Show,” “Friends,”
“Frasier,” “Cheers,” “Everybody
Loves Raymond,” “Everybody
Hates Chris,” “My Name Is Earl,”
“SportsNight,” “Barney Miller,”
“The Office” (British and
American versions), “30 Rock,”
“Dream On,” “Seinfeld,”
“Coupling” (British version),
“Absolutely Fabulous.”
Dramas: “The Sopranos,” “The

Wire,” “Six Feet Under,” “Big
Love,” “Deadwood,” “Freaks and

Geeks” (comedy-drama), “My So-
Called Life,” “The Shield,”
“Rescue Me,” “The West Wing,”
“Heroes,” “24,” “Lost,” “Buffy the
Vampire Slayer,” “Life on Mars,”
“Firefly,” “Friday Night Lights,”
“Life Goes On,” “Family,” “Twin
Peaks,” “The State Within,”
“Upstairs, Downstairs,” “Rumpole
of the Bailey.”
For those concerned about the

labor issues involved, the striking
writers get nothing from shows
youwatch for free on network sites
or pay to download on iTunes and
similar services,which is one of the
demands fueling the strike.
Writers, actors and others

involved in the creative process do,
however, get a small percentage of
the proceeds from video sales and
rentals.
In addition to everything else

that’s out there — talking dogs,
dancing cats, bumbling politicians
and somuchmore—you can even
keep up with the strike at this most
bountiful of Web sites. Two of the
better strike YouTube videos can
be found through
www.jsonline.com/links.
New on the site, and also avail-

able at www.quarterlife.com, is
“quarterlife,” an online drama
about young adults from “My So-
CalledLife” and “thirtysomething”
producers Ed Zwick and Marshall
Herskovitz.

Multiple choices: Try something newwhile TVwriters strike

www.thejambar.com
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Mark Anthony Rolo
(MCT)

Every year, I usually try to
keep a low profile when
Thanksgiving comes around. As
anAmerican Indian, one has to be
careful about admitting to the
guilty pleasures of enjoying a
turkey feast.

White liberals are shocked to
learn that an Indian could cele-
brate a holiday that is essentially a
funeral for them — “You’re com-
memorating your own cultural
death?” White conservatives like
to use the holiday to make men-
tion that “Indians are the oneswho
should be thankful for all we’ve
done to civilize them.”

Yes, considering that I spend
most of the year thinking andwrit-
ing about the plight of my Indian
people,Thanksgiving ismyday of
rest.And consideringwhat a lousy
cook I am, imaginemydelight last
year when I discovered “turkey in
a bag” for under 20 bucks. It’s
loadedwith seasoning and does its
own basting right inside the bag.
Just pop it in the oven and in a few
hours, juicy turkey is served.

Of course, it’s tough to enjoy
the bird when you’ve got white
liberal guests reminding you that
sports mascots like the Cleveland
Indians’ Chief Wahoo continue to
degrade and dehumanize “your
people.” And it’s even harder to
taste the tart canned cranberries
when you’ve got a white conser-
vative telling you to quit the vic-
tim game and “learn to pull your-
self up by your bootstraps.”

My favorite part of the
Thanksgiving meal is the
microwaveable stuffing. Again,
no bother with having to add sea-
soning.But the plight ofAmerican
Indians intrudes again. “How can

you stuff your face knowing full
well that the poverty rate on most
reservations is among the highest
in the country!”

“Is that so,” I reply. “I never
grew up on my reservation. But I
have to tell you being the poorest
family on the block on
Milwaukee’s south side, we were
lucky to even have a turkey.”

“More stuffing, please?”
White conservatives don’t like

to talk about genocide, land steal-
ing and smallpox. “Please! With
all the casino money you people
are raking in, one would think
you’d learn to forgive and forget.”

That would seem to make per-
fect sense, except for the fact that
I, like most other Indians in this
country, are not members of those
few tribes that rake in big casino
bucks. “Anyone have room for
pumpkin pie?”

Football truly rounds out the
day of thanks. Naturally, you have
to be discreet about which team
you root for. Among white liber-
als, the Cowboys are not
America’s team. “I resent embrac-
ing the mythic reminder about
how our rogue forefathers stole
theWest!”White conservatives do
not really have much comment on
the game, unless the Redskins are
on the schedule. “What is so
wrongwith `Redskins’?Can’t you
see how your people’s pride and
warrior skills are being honored?”

A few years ago, I was stuck
out of town on business and I
decided to slip into a restaurant to
enjoy Thanksgiving in peace,
among strangers. But as I sat there
enjoying my turkey plate special
alone, I got to thinking that maybe
I should talk about the Indian
plight during the holiday. “After
all,” I said to the waitress,
“Thanksgiving is the only time
white people think about Indians.”

Why, as an American Indian,
Thanksgiving is so difficult

McClatchy-Tribune News Service
(MCT)

The following editorial
appeared in the Dallas Morning
News on Wednesday, Nov. 14:

There’s a good reason the recent
controversies surrounding front-
running presidential candidates
Hillary Clinton and Rudolph
Giuliani matter more than they may
initially appear. For most voters,
politics is less about rationally
choosing candidates based on poli-
cy positions and more about pick-
ing whose overall appeal strikes a
resonant chord.

Political consultants Matthew
Dowd, a Republican, and Doug
Sosnik, a Democrat, call this mak-
ing a “gut values connection.”
Clinton’s slip-ups and Giuliani’s
dodgy friendships risk highlighting
voter doubts about their character
and judgment.

She may be riding high atop the
Democratic polls, but Clinton suf-
fers from high negative ratings with
the general public. Many see her as
controlling and manipulative — a
legacy of her husband’s White
House tenure, in which the term
“Clintonian” came to describe a
particularly slick, lawyerly way of
conducting politics.

The mini-scandal over candi-
date questions that Clinton cam-
paign staffers planted among Iowa
rally-goers reinforces suspicions
thatClinton iswilling to behavedis-
honestly for political gain. She’s
done a creditable job shedding the
negative baggage of her husband’s
presidency; she cannot afford to
have her character and credibility
held up to question.

Giuliani, whose lead is much
narrower nationwide, has less room
for error. Yet his close association
with indicted former New York
Police Commissioner Bernard
Kerik could hurt him. That, and the

discomfiting fact that Giuliani
employs an old friendwhowas sus-
pended from the Catholic priest-
hood after sex abuse allegations,
calls his judgment into question.

To his credit, Giuliani last week
acknowledged his Kerik “mistake,”
indicating that he’s learned from
President Bush’s politically delete-
rious refusal to admit error. But has
Giuliani learned from the presi-
dent’s more consequential mistake:
valuing personal loyalty over more
substantive qualities? His oppo-
nents will surely keep the question
open.

The political is, for better or
worse, personal. Rudy Giuliani and
Hillary Clinton are two of the
strongest personalities in the 2008
race. This past week, though, these
New Yorkers’ personalities have
exposed potential weaknesses.
Primary balloting is just weeks
away; time for both campaigns to
do a political gut-check.

Clinton, Giuliani reinforcing voters’ doubts
COMMENTARY
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,
As an astronomer, permit me to

set the record straight about your
recent cover story “Broadening
Horizons - Students Ponder Life
Beyond Earth.”

First, a strong case can be made
using statistics andprobability argu-
ments that there is indeed life else-
where in the universe.

However, this does not consti-
tute proof that such life actually
exists.

Second, there is zero physical
evidence that the Earth has ever
been visited by extraterrestrials
(certain occupants of Tod Hall
notwithstanding).

These two points represent the

current scientific consensus.
In addition, it should be apparent

to even a professional psychologist
that people do not always tell the
truth.

And even if they believe what
they are saying, people can be
fooled by events that occur in the
night sky.

(My 3 year-old daughter once
asked why the Moon was “follow-
ing” us late one night in the car.)

Everyone, including myself, has
seen objects in the night sky that
they couldn’t readily identify, hence
the term “unidentified” flying
object.

This doesn’t mean that this is an
ET; it simplymeanswedon’t know.

Anecdotal accounts are not sci-
entific evidence, no matter how
many of them we have.

Is it really rational to believe that
the United States has been visited
by aliens from another star system
since the 1940s, that our govern-
ment knows this but has managed
to keep it a secret (like in the X-
Files), that in 60 years of UFO
sightings there exists absolutely no
physical evidence of these myriad
visits, and that all these creatures
want fromus is to probe our various
body orifices?

I think not!
Ronald G. Tabak, Professor
Physics &Astronomy

Thanksgiving:
The beginning
of the end of
fall semester

Thanksgiving is a mile
marker for college students.

The serotonin wears off,
and we wake from our post-
turkey daze, rubbing our eyes
as we realize that finals week
is looming and that the holi-
days are practically upon us.

When the leftovers have
been put in their respective
containers, the football games
are over, and we have survived
the worst shopping day of the
year with minor battle scars,
we will procrastinate as long
as we can.

On the Sunday after
Thanksgiving, we break out
the planners.

The pressure is on.
How did this happen? We

dutifully recorded project due
dates and finals schedules.

Some of us fleetingly
thought about our Christmas
gift lists in October, amid our
Halloween costume decisions.
And even in the middle of
these last few weeks, we
somehow still seem to find a
way to make gift shopping
more important than school-
work. The holiday season con-
sumes us.

If college is preparing us
for the bigger world, then we
had better improve our time
management skills before we
get out there.

While Thanksgiving may
mark the beginning of the holi-
day season for mostAmericans,
for college students it marks
the closing of the semester and
the beginning of the most hec-
tic weeks in our lives.

We switch from a moderate
stress level to survival mode as
we try to make our way
through the last few weeks and
toward the finish line.

There is no satisfaction like
handing in a paper or turning
in a test, and completing yet
another semester.

So let’s finish strong this
academic term. Crack open
your planner for the last two
weeks a few days earlier.

Prioritze now, and
Thanksgiving break can be
even more enjoyable.

The beginning of the end of
the semester is a cause for cel-
ebration, but even more so if



Jumal Brown
Andrew Berry
The Jambar

The first-ever meeting between the
Youngstown State women’s basketball team
and the Long Island Brooklyn Blackbirds will
be a quality test for the Lady Penguins. On
Friday, in the Courtyard by Marriot
LaGuardia Turkey Class, the Penguins will
take on the No. 1-ranked team on the NEC
preseason polls.
TheBlackbirds are coming off a yearwith

a school record of 22 wins, earning 15 con-
ference wins, along with an invitation to the
Women’s National Invitation Tournament.
The Blackbirds’ coach, Stephanie Gaitley,

has compiled a 383-225 career record in her
six seasons with the program.Gaitley is in the
works of making the Blackbirds an annual
competitor for a national title with last season
being a huge step forward.
“Last year was really our year to get over

the hump,” Gaitley said. “We’ve been work-
ing hard for six years recruiting players, but it
takes a few years to reap the benefits of a solid
recruiting class.”
Long Island is a guard-oriented team, as

they start a small lineup, which displays and
complements the strengths of their gifted
guards.
The Penguin defense will have its hands

full with reigning NEC Player and Rookie of
theYearValerieNainima.The 5-foot-5 soph-
omore guard from Fiji leads the guard-heavy
attackwith an average of 22 points per game.
Gaitley described Nainima as a player who is
constantly involved on the court while leaving
room in the spotlight for her teammates.
“The ball is in her hands a lot, and she

makes everyone around her better,” Gaitley
said.
Nainima is joined on the court by guard

MikaelarWhippy, also fromFiji, who is averag-
ing six points and four assists per game.
Whippy’s excellent ball control skills earnedher
the second highest ranking in the conference
last year with a 1.65 assist-to-turnover ratio.

Sophomore Connie James and senior
Anna Dziadkowiec round out the guards for
Long Island. James averages 12 points per
game, six rebounds per game and shooting
.667 percent from the field. James is a valu-
able player on both ends of the court as she is
viewed as primarily (383-225) being a defen-
sive stopper, whereas Dziadkowiec is being
looking upon as a vocal leader and shooter.
Forward Sara Oblak, who is averaging 11

points per game, is considered the accurate
shooter of the team, and has an internation-
al style of play, being able to play face up, or
back to the basket. Rounding out the for-
wards is talented freshman Chelsi Johnson,
who is averaging 6 rebounds per game.
The Blackbirds as a team average 57

points a contest with 30 rebounds a game, 11
assists a game, with 19 turnovers a game and
8 steals per game. On defense, the Penguins
will look to keep the Blackbird shooters as far
away from the basket as possible. The
Blackbirds shoot a modest .460 percent from
the field but are just .265percent from3-point
range.
Even with the Penguins off to a slow start,

there is still time to right the ship before the
crucial conference schedule kicks in and the
Horizon League contests begin.
Gaitley said that with every team starting

with high goals, the early games of the regu-
lar season do not necessarily set the tone for
the entire year.
“Everybody starts the season with high

expectations and you try to learn from the
early games what works and what doesn’t,”
Gaitley said. “One reasonwehave these tour-
naments is for teams to play against teams
they normally would not and see different
styles of offense and defensive schemes.”
For the Penguins, getting out to a decent

lead and maintaining the advantage late in
the game will be a considerable factor if the
Penguins want to pick up their first win of the
season. If the game comes down to the wire,
the Blackbirds will have the upper hand since
all of Long Island’s games this season have
come down to the final shot.

11/23—Women’s Basketball at Long Island, 2 p.m.
11/23—Hockey atAdrian College, 10:30 a.m.
11/24—Men’s Basketball at Notre Dame, 7 p.m.
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Penguins’ hot start will be put to
the test against Fighting Irish
Aaron Blatch
Sports Reporter

After putting thirteen players in
the scoring column, including five
in double figures, in a 95-55 win
over Division II Lock Haven, the
Youngstown State men’s basketball
team will face a more difficult test
Saturday when it travels to Notre
Dame.
The Penguins (2-1) will put their

two-game winning streak on the
line in their second ever meeting
with the Irish (2-0).
YSU assistant coach Brian

DePaoli said that Notre Dame will
be a different kind of match-up
because of their size and the ability
of their big men to step away from
the basket and shoot perimeter
jump shots.
“They have almost as much size

as UCLA,” DePaoli said, referenc-
ing the team that handled the
Penguins 83-52 in the season open-
er. “Rebounding will be a major
point of emphasis in the game. Also
they only have two kids that usually
play the post. They pose a different
look for us in how their bigs can step
out.”
Maybe the biggest match-up

problem for the Penguins will be
Rob Kurz, a 6-foot-9 forward who
can shoot the ball from every spot
on the floor. The senior averaged
12.6 points and 8 rebounds a game
last season while shooting 50 per-
cent from the floor and42.9 percent
from the three-point line. Kurz is

off to an even better start this sea-
son, averaging 17 points in the
Irish’s first two games.
ThePenguinswill have to decide

how to play Kurz, either covering
him with a bigger defender who is
not as accustomed to stepping away
from the basket or guarding him
with a smaller player who he could
try to back down or shoot over.
Kurz is just part of an Irish

attack that relies on ball-movement
and penetration from its guards.
Notre Dame essentially starts two-
point guards in Kyle McAlarney
and Tory Jackson, who combined
to average close to 10 assists a game
last season. The Penguins will have
to keep them out of the paint to
prevent kickouts to open jump
shooters.
DePaoli said this is harder than it

sounds because of the guards’ abili-
ty to shoot from the outside.
Penguin guards Byron Davis and
Vance Cooksey will have to put
pressure on McAlarney and
Jackson without much help behind
them for the defense to be success-
ful.
“You get burned one way; you

might get burned the other way,”
DePaoli said. “We have to stay in
front of them and try to contain.
We have to play them straight up
because they can all shoot and cre-
ate off the dribble.”
DePaoli said that two more keys

against the Irish will correct two
areas that have plagued the
Penguins in the young season —
turnovers and rebounding. In three
games the team has turned the ball
over 54 times. These mistakes must

be limited to compete with a team
that returns four starters from an
NCAA Tournament team last
season.
The Penguins put a halt to their

rebounding difficulties in a big way
Saturday against the Bald Eagles,
out-boarding them 62-32. A repeat
of that performance will obviously
be difficult against the Irish, whose
frontline stands 6-9, 6-8 and 6-7.
Notre Dame starts relatively small
guards at 5-11 and 6-0 so the
Penguin backcourt may be able to
help their big men out by crashing
the defensive boards.
One aspect that DePaoli doesn’t

expect to have a major impact on
the game is the atmosphere at
Notre Dame’s Joyce Center. The
coach doesn’t expect the Penguins
to get rattled in South Bend since
they’ve already got a game at
UCLA’s Pauley Pavilion under their
belts.
“Playing at UCLA definitely

helps,”DePaoli said. “The guys that
have been here two years have
played at Michigan, Michigan
State, Ohio State and now UCLA.
The environment factor becomes
less of a factor because we’ve been
in these kinds of environments
before.”
The game against Notre Dame

will tip off at 4 p.m. Saturday and is
the first in a three-game road trip
for the Penguins that also includes
St. Francis (Pa.) and Eastern
Kentucky.

“The guys that have been here two
years have played at Michigan,
Michigan State, Ohio State and now
UCLA. The environment factor
becomes less of a factor because
we’ve been in these kinds of environ-
ments before.”

Brian DePaoli, YSU assistant basketball coach

PLAYER TO WATCH

Byron Davis
Senior - Guard
No. 3

SEASON STATS

49 points scored
16.3 points per game
11 assists

PENGUINS SPORTS TO
THE POINT

Pitching and
catching camp to
be held in
Beeghly Center

The new Youngstown State
baseball coaching staff will host its
first camp for high school pitchers
and catchers on Friday.

The campwill run from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at the Beeghly Center.
The cost is $100, which includes
instruction, videotaping and
reviewing of players' skills in hit-
ting, catching and pitching.

The camp will be limited to
players in grades nine through 12.
Playerswill have to bring their own
equipment.

YSUassistantCraigAntush and
volunteer instructor Ray Antonelli
will also be at the camp along with
the Penguin baseball team’s new
head coach Rich Pasquale.

Players can register for the
camp using the online brochure
available atYSU’s athleticWeb site
at www.ysusports.com and mail
the form to the address included in
the brochure. Players can also reg-
ister over the phone by calling the
baseball department at (330) 941-
3485 or registering the day of the
event from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. in
Beeghly Center.

The campwill be indoors on the
long deck of the basketball court of
Beeghly andwill take place regard-
less of weather.

WOMENS BASKETBALL

Women’s team heads back to New York for LIU Turkey Classic

OUT OF THE WAY — Senior guard Heather Karner pushes her way through the defense
to break into the interior. Karner has scored 37 points this season is averaging 18.5 points per
game. The Penguins return to action Friday at Long Island. Photo courtesy of Ron Stevens.
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