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DISCUSSION: WKBN-TV 27 ed:tors Somoud Niser, ieft, and Nick Matesn talk to YSU Journahsm students
Wednesday as part of a’panel discussion on the media's coverage of the D.C.-Beltway sniper.

Groups
meet to
discuss
diversity

By ALICIA HOIJSTON
The Jambar

Members of various cam-
pus organizations gathered
Wednesday to talk about their
plans to raise diversity aware-
ness.

The organizations met as
part of the Diversity Week
Global Gathering Diversity
Fair, where students-discussed
their ideas for future gather-
ings and functions. Diversity
Week, sponsored by Housing
Services, kicked off Monday.

The Mushim  Student
Association, which recently
reorganized to  promote
awareness of its religion, is
planning to host a Ramadan
celebration. All students will
be invited to join in the cele-
bration "and . learn about the
religion,

Sophomore Saima Khalid
said it is important to under-
stand different cultures and
religions and to be respectful
of them.

Sophomore William Tate,
member of the National
Society of Black Engineers
[NSBE], said his organization
is planning to host a Black
Expo next semester. The expo

would spotlight black organi-

zations.

Also at the fair, the Center
for Urban Studies educated
students about its initiative to
clean up Wick Park.

The Community
Partnership of the Wick Park

voting for anyway,”

See DIVERSITY, page 2
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Candldates stump for

YSU Homecoming Vo_te_

By MeLisSA MOSCHELLA
The Jambar

Ryén McNicholas and

Stacey Best stood outside

Kilcawley =~ Center”  on

Wednesday aﬁmpalgnmg for--

this year’s Homecoming court.

McNicholas,
by Delta Zeta for Homecoming
king, and Best, nominated by
Alpha
Homecoming queen, said they

‘were the only two candidates

passing out their flyers and
talking to students both
Tuesday and Wednesday. -

“Basically I am just trymg
to get people to vote”
McNicholas said. “Only like
400 people have voted. “No
one cares.”

Heidi * Critser,
Homecoming queen candidate
nominated by

couple of her friends stood
outside campaigning for a cou-
ple hours Tuesday.

“People know who they're
Critser
said:

She did not do any cam-
paigning on Wednesday.

Greg - Gulas, assistant
director of Student Activities,

said this year’s election is a lit- -

tle slower than last year’s, but
just as enthusiastic. Gulas said

Tuesday was a slow day with
-only 331 students casting their

votes.

He said he anticipated

over 550 votes by the end of
the election. .

“We might get 600 votes,”
said Gulas, who reported past
elections to have as little as'600
and as many as 900 voters.

Students said they had
mixed reasons for not voting.

Freshmen Paul Dionne

nominated’

Omega ~Pi for

Student
Government, said she and a-

Cecelia Fugitt{The Jambar

Stacey Best anc Pya, MnNichotas campaign for a spot on
homecoming court Wednesday outside of Kilcawley Center.
Both made the cut as 10 finalists for this year's Homecoming

were announced. Candidates for king include James
Douglass, Seth Hooker, McNicholas, Daniel Procopio and
“John Schumacher. Queen candidates include Best, Heidi
* Critser, Maren Myers, Eboni Williams and Maria Wright.
Homecoming king and queen will be announced at the: Nov
2 football game.

"Mahoning

said he did not vote because he

didn’t know about the election,
Students who did voté in
this year’s Homecoming elec-

tion said they knew someone .

or had a friend on court.

“I'm a scholar and three of
my classmates are running.”
senior Beth Hochstetler said.

Freshmen Roland Evans -

Controversial video game to be
released. Page 6

said he was voting because he

-knows Maria Wright and he

wants to exercise his vote,
Other students stood out-
side Kilcawley on Wednesday
afternoon discussing the pro-
posed changes to the Student
Government constitution that

~ See VOTES, pgge 2

team life. Page 4

-YSU head football coach Jon -
Heacock says victories are giving his -

Part tlme student up
for Congress seat

BY REBECCA MARQuUIS
The }:zmbar a

B A  part-

lenge an

| Democrat-
| Congress next
month, but

HALLECK

see him on cam-

pus unless he is at class.
Republican Michael

Halleck of Salem said although

the new 6th Congressional .

District includes many YSU

students like himself, he wxll_

focus his cam- -

time- YSU stu-
dent . will ‘chal--

incumbent
for

don't expect to

“There are seven colleges

in the [district],” Halleck said

Wednesday morning. “You
can’t be everywhere,” he said..

. According to .
University Regsitrar, about 6
percent of YSU students — 868
of 12,698 — live in Columbiana

-County. Strickland " said .he -

hoped those students would
take a look at his record in -
Congress. ‘

“} would Just ask them to .
check me out” he said in a.
telephone - interview

- Wednesday evening. “If they
‘'see anything that is contrary to

what they believe, maybe they
should vote for Mr. Halleck.”
William-

paign at col- i
leges  within
new  district -
lines. :

Southern .-

County and all .
of Columbiana
County were -
split from the
rest of the
Mahoning

™ Binning, chair
,of - political
<1 science, - said
“t h ra .t
~ Columbiana
- county and-
-+ the lower half -
s of _Ma}ioni_ng
county carry
_ about one-
- third - of the

district,

Valley when
state legislators redrew lines

earlier this year. YSU is in the

redrawn 17t District. - _
Halleck faces U.S. Rep.
Ted Strickland, D-Lucasville,
in the Nov. 5 election.
Strickland is in his fourth term
in the House. He said he spent
time at YSU in the spring and

would visit again if invited by

students or staff.

Halleck is a senior major-
ing in sociology and political
science and former
Columbiana County

Commissioner. He said he.

spent time at YSU earlier in his
campaign but now is visiting

areas where he is not well

known.

Heavy metal rockers Brothers of -
Conquest will perform-at The

 Binning

said the district is a difficult
one to campaign in, given the
size of the district and the dif-
ferent interests in different
parts of the state. 4

Strickland and Halleck .
both mentioned economic fac- .
tors as key campaign issues.
Strickland also touched on
recent budget cuts to hngher
education. )

“I think it's a blg prob--
lem,” said Strickland, who was
once a psychology professor at
Shawnee State University, “I'm
hugely d:sappoznted thh the
state of Ohio. ‘

“1 cannot imagine what I:

See CONGRESS, page 2

_ Nyabinghi this Friday. Full weekend

listings Page 6
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SNiPER, continued from page 1

ninth shooting. The victim was
shot in the same shopping cen-
ter Zokle had just left.

Booth said he has to pick
up his dry cleaning today in a
big shopping center, and he is
concerned about doing such a
“basic activity” because large
shopping complexes have been
the location of recent attacks.

Booth said he now gives
an extra glance to the people
around him, as well as his sur-
roundings when he leaves his
house.’

“I am being extra precau-
tious,” he said. “1 am looking
for anythmg that appears sus-
plClous

Serroka said she hasnt
changed her schedule too
much since she works on
Capitol Hill. She said she feels
safer in the city.

“There is an immense
amount of security and many
streets are already blocked
off.” she said. “However, I will
get my gas in D.C. instead of

down the road from my apart-.
ment because the shootings

have not gccurred in the city.”

DeVico said she has
altered her daily routine signif-
tcantly and since she is experi-
encing a heightened amount of
fear, she has begun to take
more precautions.

“] do not walk to and from
the Metro {an underground
subway] alone anymore, 1 go
to big shopping areas as little
as possible now, and I avoid
gas stations that are near major
highways and interchanges,”
she said.

The three students said

they are all in constant com--

munication with their families.

Receiving telephone calls three
or more times a day trom
friends and family has become
common. '

“I call my boyfriend every-
day to let him know that [ am
safe.” DeVico said.

- She said her boyfriend and
her family always tell her to
shy away from going cut alone
and to keep away from big
public areas.

Kim Serroka, an assitant
professor of nursing at YSU, is
leaving today to visit her
daughter and Zokle in
Alexandria. Kim Serroka said
she desperately wants to see
her daughter but is terribly
scared of taking the trip.

¥ could hear it in Kristin's
voice,” Kim Serroka said. “The
last shooting really shook her
up, because it was so close. She
called me before I even had a
chance to see it on the news -
because [ usually call her first.”

Kim Serroka said she is
worried about the drive down

-to Virginia. .

“My . husband . and I are
going with George’s family,
and we will have to travel on
495 and route 290, which is
where the sniper attacks have
been happening,” she said.

Booth said he also has
been receiving phone calls
from his famliy on a daily
basis.

“My older sister .calis me
to make sure I'm taking care of
myself,” he said. “She tells me
not to walk alone and to try to
not hang out so much.

“Me and my roommates
talk about the sniper when we
get off of work, we can’t help
it, news about the sniper is

s

everywhere and is always on
television,” Booth said.

The TV coverage was dis-
cussed in Youngstown on
Wednesday, as Alyssa Lenhoff,
interim director of Journalism,
held a forum for journalism
majors.

The discussion addressed
the ethical implications of
whether or not the media was
affecting the sniper case.
Representatives from-a local
news station and the two local

.newspapers participated.- |

. Nick Matesi, news director
at WKBN-TV 27, said the lack
of information at news confer-
ences could cause the media to

go out and look for mofe infor-

mation.’ .
“If ‘you do not hll their
appetites, you're inviting

reporters to look for more.|

stuff,” he said.
While George McCloud,

dean of the College of Fine and

Performing Arts, disagreed
with many comments made by
other panel members, he sym-
pathized with decisions that
had to be made. _
“There are no simple
answers to the role of the
media,” McCloud said. “There
are no rules and guidelines,

and I respect the dedisions the-

media makes under pressure.”

As for the D.C. interns,
Serroka said although she
takes precaution, fear still
lingers with her daily.

“It's .a horrible feeling to
be scared to leave your house
or do the things you normally
do.”

Call La'cl Hztg)‘:cs at (330) 941-
3758.

VOTES, continued from
page 1

appeared on the Homecoming
ballot. :

Senior Joe Trocel said he
voted against changes in the
SG constitution. -McNicholas
and Best said they agreed with
Troceci’s reasoning for voting
against the amendment.

“T don't ke it,” Trocci
said. “It gives the president
absolute power. If the presi-
dent has full power he can
make any decision he wants.”

Those who make the
Homecoming Court will par-
ticipate in  this ~ year's
Homecoming parade. The
king and queen will be
announced during halftime of
the Nov. 2 football game
against Southern Illinois.

Call Mrlissa Moschelin at
{330) 941-1811.

DIVERSITY, continued from page 1

Neighborhood is designed to
enrich the lives and residents
of the neighborhood by pro-
viding homeownership pro-
grams for families, technicat
assistance and support to com-
munity groups and informa-

tion on home and business.

revitalization programs.

Jamael Brown, community
organizer, said that Wick Park
will be a model neighborhood
for revitalization, and hopes to
return the area to the commu-
nity it once was.

“The Diversity Fair was a
success,” said Nikki Ghiya,
graduate assistant of
Residence Life for Housing,

“This week has been going
great. Hopefully next year it
will be bigger and better.”

Sophomore Jaymin Patel,
president of the Diversity

Council, said that he was hum-
bled this week by the events he
has attended so far,

Throughout the -week,
Patel said he learned that
diversity is not just a. word
people use to describe various
cultures but has a very power-
ful meaning.

“I actually learned what
diversity ‘is. Everyone is
diverse. I wish more people:
would get involved. It bnngs
us all together.” ’

Diversity Week activities:
continue through Friday.

A Diversity Dance from 9
p.m. to midnight at Christman
Dining Hall wﬂl close . the
week, ‘

Call Alicia Houslor at-

(330} 941-3758.

CONGRESS, continued from page 1

- perceive to be the passivity of
- college students today in light

of tuition increases.”

Hailleck . said the = con-
stituency’s interests in the dis-
trict are divided, with industry
being important in the north,
¢oat in the middle and environ-
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mental issues in the south.
Binning said another fac-
tor in the race could be money.
“Strickland had half a mil-
lion dollars before the cam-
paign started,” he said.
Binning said although the
district is split evenly between

Republicans and Demdcrats,'

Strickland is viewed .- as a
favorite because of his incum-
bent status and a larger bank
account. '

Call Rebecea Marguis at
(330) 941-1811.
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Today’s Editorial
Election issues
relevant to YSU

The quality of higher education and the integrity of
Mahoning Valley politics are at stake in the Nov. 5 election.

Now, more than ever, it is important for YSU students to
exercise their right to vote,

Traditionally the most apathetic voting block, 18- to 24-year
olds has whined for years about anything from the drinking age
to foreign policy to college funding. But until this dormant demo-
graphic shows signs of life, no candidate or officehoider will lis-
fen.

There is much to be said about a student like Jim Calko, a
YSU political science major trying to overcome his age (21) and
party (Republican) to overcome a Democrat in a historically
Democratic state House district. _

And, there is much to be said about studerits who in the past
have sought office. Some, like former Girard City Councilman
Brian Kren, were successful. Others, like failed state House can-
didate David Sisk, were not. ’

But it does not take candidacy to make college students a
viable voting bloc at the polls. It takes simple participation in
demaocracy.

Vote.

Many students will be forced to wrestle with the candidacy
of James A. Traficant Jr, the colorful ex-congressman who now
calls a Pennsylvania prison home. Traficant had a cult following
as a maverick Jawmaker from Ohio’s 17th District.

But whatever credibility Traficant held was diminished by a
10-count felony conviction, eight-year prison sentence and expul-
sion from the House of Representatives.

Students who live in the new 17th District will have to
decide: Should the independent Traficant be elected from jail over
state Sen. Tim Ryan, a former YSU student and relative newcom-
er to politics, or state Rep. Ann Womer Benjamin, who lives in
Aurora.

There also is the gubernatorial race — a classic showdown
between an incumbent, Gov. Bob Taft, and a renegade challenger,
Mahoning Valley native Tim Hagan.

Taft has been the subject of intense scrutiny from those in the
higher education circle. Critics say he has caused the state’s pub-
lic universities to fall behind financially.

Hagan will spend the next few weeks berating all that Taft
has done. With little campaign cash, Hagan must make every
word court. '

So, pay attention to his words and Taft’s.

Keep an eye on Ryan, Womer Benjamin and whoever is
speaking on behalf of the imprisoned Traficant.

And, keep an eye on the state House and Senate races. These
lawmakers will have a large say in the state’s budget, not to men-
tion YSU's piece of the pie.

This is an important election, no doubt.

Editorials and letters that have run on this page since August
show the students at YSU have strong opinions and intelligent
minds.

Prove it at the polls on Now. 5.

The Jambar editorials reflect the opinions of The Jambar and
its editorial baard. The newspaper encourages letters. Letters must
be typed and not exceed 350 words in length. Each letter should
include a name and telephone number for verification purposes. All
submissions are subject to editing for spelling and grammar and
become property of The Jambar. The newspaper will not print let-
ters that libel others or threaten harm to another party. The editor
in chief reserves the right to refect letters that do not follow policy.

Opinion pieces submiited by students, staff and others outside
The Jambar staff are welcome and should be no longer than 500
words. The views and opinions expressed herin do not necessarily
reflect those of The Jambar staff or YSU faculty, staff or adminis-
tration.

The Jambar

La'tL JOLENE REBECCA
HUGHES PowELL MarQuts
Assistant design editr Assistant news editor Neiws soporter
ALICIA MELissa JoE DAVE
Houstox MOSCHELEA SIMON DEVEREUX
Features Web reporter Sports Sports
Jooy Paur CECELIA JENNIFER
BONINSEGNA MAUCH FuciTr Maruccl
Staff artist intern Photographer Sales Manager
Lrz ALYSSA [oJTTY
TraNA LENHOFE ZIOBERT
Advertising manager. Adviser Business nanager

The Jambar is published twice-weekly during fall and spring semesters und weekly during suminer sessions. The |~
Frst copy of The Jambar is free; each edditional eopy is 5 cents. Mail subscriptions are S5 per academic year Sivee
being founded by Burke Lyden in 1931, The Jambar, located in the basement of Fedor Hail, has teon nine
Associated Coilegiate Press All- American konors. Call {330} $31-3095 witit questions or comntents.

Editor:

I hope Pauline Ervin takes her own advice to “take her nose
out of someone else’s business and put it in a book.”" ‘

I would suggest she start with two books: a book on grammar
and one on informed argument.

Her logic s nonsensical. Whether or not you agree with Dr.
Sweel’s raise, what does that have to do with the condition of the
study lounge in Kilcawley? Does Ms. Ervin think-that. the. presi-
dent is directly responsible for its maintenance? The president has
many responsibilities to be sure, but vacuuming, trash removal
and cleaning windows are not among them.

Ms. Ervin also suggests that the president’s raise is none of

Letter writer offered illogical argument

our business. Wrong again. This is not a private, corporate busi-
ness; it's a state- funded university. What goes on inside this uni-
versity is the business of anyone who pays taxes.

Finally, I would remind Ms, Ervin of the First Amendmen_t of o
the United States Constitution wh;ch guarantees freedom of
speech. Everyone is entitled to an opinion and to express -that
opinion, even if that opinion-is based on faulty logic, as is hers.

Susanne M. Miller
Editorial Assistant, English Journat
Part-time English instructor

YSU'’s business is everyone’s business

Editor:

This letter is in response to the letter to the editor by Pauline

Ervin. I applaud her for voicing her opinion but feel the need to
comment on some of her remarks in the letter.

Being in a democracy allows one to state opinion and dlsagree
with the policies and rules of an organization. President Sweet's
title of “president” denotes that we are a part of a small democra-
¢y. Student’s tuition money is being used to fund his raise and the
benefits that come with being president of a university.

This is not a kingdom and YSU is not Sweet State University.
I believe that it is 6niy just and responsible that students, staff, and
faculty express their opinions. Some of the most valuable lessons

- that higher education can teach students are the abilities to think

for themselves, express their opinions, and fight for what they
believe in,

Thave no doubt that Presxdent Sweet does a great deal of work
within the university, the state collegiate system, and the commu-

nity to forward the progress and betterment of Youngstown State

University.

But, the things that you thank President Sweet for domg on
campus are things that any campus should be guaranteed: they
are not luxuries that are bestowed upon students by some benev-
olent power. Also, these “amenities which we have grown accus-

tomed to” are not the responsibility of President Sweet. They are
the jobs of hard working, underpaid members of the ACE union
and other unions who had to fight tooth and nail for-a 3 percent
cost of living saIary incréase that is miniscule compared to the

“cost of living” raise that President Sweet received. -

I have never seen him closing my building at 10 p.m. with a
potice officer or cleaning up a 1ounge in Kilcawley. Give credit .
where credit is due.

At the beginning of the semester, | don't think that President -
Sweet lost much sleep over how he would pay his country club
dues. However, the single mother working in housekeeping who
has to buy new school clothes while wondering if an 1mpendmg :
ACE strike will cost her a job is a different story. -

It is condescending, self-righteous and insulting for anyone toi
suggest that students, who are adults, not “kids” or “babies”,:
should silence their voices and stick their noses in a book. Their:
opirdons have the same validity as your oplmons YSU businéss is:

“everyone’s busmes:s

.

Alisa C. Gonzalez .
-Assistant Reference Librarian
Maag Library

‘Our lives end when we become silent’

Editor:

: _ 2 S

I am writing in reference to the recent letter to the editor:
President’s raise is none of our business. The letter was written by
early childhood education major, Pauline Ervin.

Youngstown State University is just that — a state university.
State tax dollars are used to fund this university. Thus, everything
that goes on here is not only students’ business, but also the busi-
ness of every taxpayer in the state of Chio.

By law, salaries of all persons employed at the university are
made available for public' knowledge, Salaries are accessible at
Maag Library, as well as in the department of Human Resources.

1f salaries weren't the business of the people, they would be kept |

confidential. YSU is not a private business or industry.
Ervin goes on to say: “I'mean come on some of you complain
about parking, diversity, and salaries so much it’s ridiculous.”

What concerns me the most about that statement is Ervin's.
passive attitude about diversity issues. If an early childhood edu-
cation major doesn’t prioritize diversity on the YSU campus, how
is she going to respond to diversity i issues in the classroom? It’ sa
frightening thought

Ervin states in her article; ”Youngstown State University has
some of the biggest babies, complainers, whiners, and nosxest
people on the face of the earth.”

I'would like to respond to that comment with a quote from the
late Dr. Martin Luther King: “Our lives begin to end the day we
become silent about things that matter.”

John Paul DeSimone _ S
Junior, Psychology h ' _ S
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Heacock says wins

giVing .t{eam‘_ _new, life

By Dave DEVEREUX
The Jambar

The YSU football team failed to get off to a
good start this season. After dropping consecu-

, tive early-season games to McNeese State and’

Western  Kentucky, the Penguins™ record
dropped to 1-2.-

The slow start came close to putting a halt
to any hopes the Penguins had of making a run
towards the playoffs or their first ever Gateway
Conference crown. '

Since then, with their backs against the
wall, the Penguins have responded by reeling
off three straight wins against Southwest
Missouri State, Indiana State and Florida
Atlantic.

The Penguins record now stands at 4-2
- overall and 2-1 in a tight Gateway Conference
race.

At the Tuesday Press Conference, head
coach Jon Heacock said the recent winning
streak has given the team a new life and a great
deal of momentum heading down the stretch

“We've given our- :

ishing games. :
“Overall ¥'m pleased wrth the win but
hopefully this team is learning a lesson that you

must put teams away when you have the

chance,” Heacock said. “We got up in the first
game against Clarion and didn’t finish the way
we would've liked and the same thmg hap-
pened the other night.”

“We've done a tremendous job this season
handling adversity,” Heacock added. “We've

- stuck together through all the stuff that's gone
onbut we also have to be able to handle success.

Hopefully we've learned our lesson.”
Ahead for the Penguins are four crucial con-
ference games, starting with Northern fowa this

Saturday. Heacock said despite his team's’

efforts the past three weeks, those performances
won't be good enough against this team or any
other team they face this year. -

This is where we are but I think that's good.~

news,” Heacock said. “We're supposed to play
better this week than we played the last three
weeks.”

Heading into the season, the Penguins date
with Northern lowa was immediately pinned as

selves a lease on life by the
way we survived through
the past few weeks,”
Heacock said. 1 feel we've
gotten better in all areas
and we've really found out
who we are.”
“Everything that we
want to do is- still out
there,” Heacock added.
“After the sixth game of the
season, there aren’t a lot of
folks who can say that.”
Early in the season if
appeared the group of 18
Penguin seniors wouldn't
be able to balance out the

re———remm——— o1 Of the premier con-
frontations in Division
1AA football. .

Northern
won the conferenice last
season and reached the
Division 1AA semi-
finals, They entered
this season ranked sec-
ond in the nation and
were picked by most

ference again.

~ The Panthers,
however, have run into
some problems of late.
After dropping a game

fact that the team also had
several inexperienced and unproven players.
When the Penguins met the McNeese State

Cowboys back on Sept. 7, it was the Penguins

second game of the season but a match-up con-
sidered by many to be much like a playoff game.
However, the Cowboys cutplayed the Penguins
in their own backyard and won the game 28-13,
proving at that time, which team was playoff-
caliber and which team was not.

The Penguins would then drop their
Gateway Conference opener to Western
Kentucky on the road. Senjor linebacker Jon
Tekac said that loss sounded the alarm and the
Penguins had no other choice but to come
together as a team and start winning games.

“After that second loss we had a team meet-

ing and basically started over” Tekac said.
“Since then this team has come together and
we're playing better football each week.”

In the last three contests, the Penguins have
gone back to their “bread and butter” brand of
football, meaning a fast but physical defense
and a smash-mouth rushing attack. The
Penguins’ defense has collected 15 sacks and 13
takeaways, while the offense has rushed. for
almost 240 yards per game over the three-game
stretch. .

Heacock said one of the reasons the defense
has been-able to make plays is the offenses’ abil-
ity to control the ball and keep the-defense fresh.

“When the offense is controlling the
ball and taking care of the ball they
keep the defense off the field,”
Heacock said. “So now that puts the
pressure on the opposing offense to
get something done and that's the
posrt:on our defensive p]ayers love to
be in.”

Despite the powerful running -
game, the Penguins have passed for a
mere 80 yards in the three games since
freshman Aaron Marshall tock over
as the starting quarterback.

Heacock said he knows at some
point the team will be in a situation -
where they must pass however, he feels the
team has been forced to rely on the running
game because the games have all been close.

“We've been in a dog fight in just about
every game we've been in,” Heacock said.
“When the time comes we know we're going to
have to throw the ball but at the same time we
don't want to experiment throwing the football
when we're having success running it.”

_ Against Florida Atlantic on Saturday, the
Penguins camne out on top 24-17; however, the
Owls scored 14 points in the fourth quarter.
Heacock said that has been a recurring theme
this season and his team must do a better job fin-

on the road to Western
Kentucky, the Panthers returned home last

weekend only to get hammered by Southern’

Illinois, 42-13 - their worst conference loss ever.
The Panthers are now 3-3 overall and 0-2 in the
conference.

Heacock said he can't explam the Panthers
recent struggles but knows the type of challenge
they present.

“T watch them play and look at the person-

nel they have and I honestly don't know,”
- Heacock said. “They’re a scary team because

you watch last year’s team and then watch this
year's team, and the same guys are playing.”

Heacock said the feam has uncharacteristi-
cally struggled with hirnovers, something he
can relate to. “The turnover margin has been
very ‘un-Northern lowa-like’ and much like we
were early on.”

The Penguins and Panthers have met 16

times with the Panthers holding a 10-6 lead ina

series that dates back to 1978,

- Panthers Head Coach Mark Farley said

both schools are similar in both their proud fra-
ditions and their expectation levels.
“We don't accept losing around here much

like Youngstown doesn’t accept it,” said Farley,

whose Panthers defeated the Penguins 30-11 last
season. Farley said his team is playing nowhere

.close to their capabilities and are now fighting

for their lives.

“It’s not a question of can we get in
- turned around, we must get it turned
around quickly,” Farley said.

What was once considered by
many to be a game that would
decide the conference champi-
onship, Saturday’s contest between
. YSU and Northern lowa has now
I~ basically become an elimination
game.

Heacock 'said .the Penguins

posrtton but must now seize their
opporturnities down the stretch.

“There is something out there that this team
has decided they want to 'go after and we're
now sitting here with an opportunity,” Heacock
said. “With five games left, I know what 18 sen-

jors want to do and now we have to play’ our

best football.”

Heacock said despite the history and inten-
sity between the Penguins and Panthers, he said
the Penguins must take care of business agamst
whoever they play.

“If we want to accomplish what we set out
to accomplish, whoever gets off that bus here
Saturday, we have to play them and we have to
win.”

- Gateway  foe

Towa’
wa “Missouri State [ranked 133]

experts to win the con-

'Sport

YSU drops out of ST poll

BY Jim VlSINGARD
The Jambar

- The ¥SU football team has .
played for six national champi-'

onships in the past 10 years.

. The women’s basketball
team has made three recent

trips to the NCAA tournament,
advancing to the second round
in 1998 after beating Memphis.

And in 2001, the San

Francisco Giants selected YSU -

former  pitcher Brad
Hennessey in the first round of
the Major League Baseball
draft.

Yet, with these latest
accomplishments there are at
least 200 colleges in the -coun-

try with better Division ! ath-.

letic programs.
In the Qct. 7 issue of Sports

- Iustrated, sports writer Phil |

Taylor ranked the top 200

“schools out of the 324 that have

division 1 athletics, with The
University of Texas.edging out

Stanford Umversrty for the top.

spot.

While schools in the same
conference as YSU, such as
Southwest

and Horizon League rival
Butler [ranked 166} made the
list, Taylor believes that YSU
was left off the list because of

the strength of the team sports

at the university last year.

“Out of the seven major
team sports from last year, the
football team was the only pro-
gram with a winning record,
and they still did not even
make the playoffs,” Taylor
said,

" university.

The rankings were’ com-
piled from the records and con-
ference finish of the team last
year.

conferences and recent success
of the school were also taken

into-consideration in the rank-.
-ing of the Sears Director Cup.

The Sears Cup is awarded to
the nation’s best college athlet-
ic-program.

While some might feel
view the ranking as a bad
‘thing, YSU Sports Director
Trevor Parks does not.

“It 'is always nice to be
included in a list like that”
Parks said. “But it is not a huge
disappointment not to be
there.”

Parks  believes  that
improvements are on their
way, :
“With our facilities getting
better and with us joining two
new conferences recently, the
Gateway in 1997 and the
Horizon in 2001, strides are

being made,” he said. “The.

future of athletics here at the
university is -only getting
brighter.” .

Athletic Director Ron
Strollo said one improvement
not in the immediate future is
the addition of any sport to the
The  Athletic
Department states that the

_ main goal is to continue to

improve the 18 sports aiready
in place at YSU.

Ed DiGregorio, head coach
of the women’s basketball
team, said he also does not see
the ranking ‘as a big disap-
pointment,

The strength of schedule,

He said, despite the rank—
ing, he thinks YSU is in the top
200.

“When you take

Thursday, October 17, 2(_)02

into -

account a team’s RPI ranking,

their strength of schedule and
the strength of their confer-

ence, | think YSU is in the top :

200, he said.

* While' the front brass

might feel good about the

ranking, there are some stu-
dents athletes on campus: who
said they have ways to
improve YSU athletics.
Freshman Quentin
Humphries, strong safety - for
the YSU football team, ‘said

.that the athletic programs

should expand recruiting to

find the best possible athlefes. -+~

“By expanding recruiting,

- we can find better athletes to
increase the product we puton.

the field,” Humphries said. "It
will also erase the negative
image that some athletes might
have of this city by bringing’
them here and showmg them
aroury

Startmg center of the bas
ketball team, freshman Tara

.Fleming, also said the teams

need more publicity.
“More publicity for all
sports will show the area-and

the rest of the country what

YSU really knows,” Fleming

said. “And that there are'some ..

pretty good athletes here that
can do some amazing things.”
Taylor said not all sports
need to have winning records
to make the list; but just by
being competitive, YSU can be
ranked among the elite. "

By ANGELA Out»t
The Jambar

YSU officials have chosen
a longtime education reporter
to be manager of news and
information services, a public
relations position formerly
known as news editor.

Ron Cole, education
reporter for The Vindicator for
10 years, will begin his new job

‘Nov. 4. The position had been

open since spring.
“Ron represents a superior

selection‘of outstanding expe--

rience and writing skills,” said
Walt Ulbricht, executive direc-

tor  of Marketing " and
Communications.
In an - interview

Wednesday, Cole said he is
happy about the opportumt}
YSU has offered him.
“It will be a good step for
e personally and profession-
ally,” he said.
" Ulbricht said there were

110 candidates for the position;

the field eventually was nar-
rowed down to three. He said
“the search comrnittee carefully
considered each candidate.

Finalists not chosen were
Yalinda Moore and Damel
Shrensky. -

. Ulbricht said after inter:

views with the. finalists were

- complete, each’candidate-was -

asked"fo write ‘@ news release
_based on a hypothetical srtua-
tion at YSU.

" "Ron’s results were the

. best,” Ulbricht said.

Cole said he thought the
hiring process was very profES-
sional,

“I enjoyed it quite a bit,”
said Cole. "It was good.” .

Leon Steruiis, the former

news editor, said Cole might

run into a few problems while

' covering the university.

“He: might have a.few

things to overcome in terms of

transitioning,” Stennis said.

He said it would be hard -

-for Cole to adjust from cover-

- ing YSU to promoting YSU.

- News iin br

Cole had continued ’to }

cover YSU throughout the
application process. After a
Jambar article, in which. jour-
nalism professéors questionied.
the ethics of Cole and ‘The,

-~ Vindicator, Cole stopped cov-

ermg YU,
Stennis said he belleved

-Cole would make the transi-
tion from The delcator to

YSU well.

“Ron and ‘1 have been
‘friends for years,” said Steénnis.
“He's a strong man from an

ethics standpoint. He's honest
and straightforward. 1: wrsh

Ron well.”
Cole was also a reporter

" for The Times in Shreveport,
, Herald—Pr_ess, '
Palestine, Tx.; and the Kerrville

La,; The
Daily Times, Kerrville, Texas. -
Cole has a bachelor’s
degree - in - journalism from
Temple
Ph:lade]phra

Call -Arzgela Olinat -
{330) 941-1989.

ef

Pr1cehne .com founder will be speaker

Umversrty in’

have played themselves back into

The founder of Priceline. com, Jay Walker,

‘will be the speaker at this year’s Colloquium on

Free Enterpnse, which will be held Tuesday,
Qct. 29.

Walker was ranked among the top 23 most
influential people in.the digital age by Time
Magazine '
Edison” by Forbes Magazine.

Walker Digital, Walker’s property laborato-

ry, holds about a dozen patents and has over 200

and was named the “New Age’

patents pending.
The colloquium will start at 7:30 p.m. in the
Ohio Room in Kilcawley Center. Admission is

free, and it is open to the public. Parking will be -

provided in the Wick Ave. parking deck. . ~

. The Paul J, and Marguerite. K. Thomas

Colloguium began in 1981 and provides work-
shops by busmess leader for students and the
public.

The YSU Chapter of Habitat for Humanity
will be selling roses and carnations from 9 a.m,
to 3 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 18 in Kilcawley Student
Center. , ‘

Benefits from the Sweetest Day [QOct. 19]
flower sell will be used for the Habitat

Habitat for Humanity plans flower sale

Alternative Spring Break, ‘03

Information about the Alternative Spring
Break trip will be posted. The trip is open to all
students interested.

For miore information, call (330) 743-0439

University hires Vindicator’s CJg

Cataro House offers safe trick or treating for Boys and Girls Club

By MaRK KOMLANC
The Jambar

For some 50 to 60 children of the Boys and Girls Club of
Youngstown, a trip to Cafaro House on Oct. 30 will be more than

just candy, fun and games.

The 10th Class of University Scholars will sponsor a Fall
Festival Night for the Boys and Girls Club. The evening will
begin at 5 p.m. with face’ painting, story telling and, of course,

trick or treating throughout the dorm.

The Boys and Gizls Club executive director Richard G. Allen
said he is excited about the opportunity the event poses for the

children.

“It's an important event because it's a chance for these kids

to set foot on a college campus,” Allen said. “It’s chance to show-
them they aren’t alien to the college settings.”

While the event will be credited toward each of the
University Scholars réquired 60 hours of community service a
year, those students taking part said they are equally excited

about the night.

children.

from “Beduty and the Beast !

Students Lori MacDonald, Angela Kwallerk and josh Hiznay
all expressed their excitement for the event.

The three freshmen said it's a great opportumty to give back
to the community and present a safe, fun environment for the

Hiznay said he already has his costume picked out. Holdmg
his arms out wide, he told of being “Lumiere,” the candelabra

children.

He added that he can't sing, but definitely would try for the

This is the first Fall Festival Naght for the Umvers:ty Scholars
but they said they hope it’s just the beginning of an annual event.
The evening will begin with dinner for the children followed

by activities. The children will be broken into groups and sent to

different rooms, where different activities such as story tellmg,
face painting and games will occur. ,
After the activities afe finished, the children will tnck or treat
throughout rooms in the dorm. ‘
“The Fall Festival Night is a great way to give back to the |
community,” Freshman Bob McGovern said. “It gives children in
the area an opportunity to have fun in a safe environment,” -
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Today; The Emerging Leader Program is hosting a workshop on cotnmu-
pication and interpersonal skills from 5:30-7:30 p.am in Jones Room,
Kilcawley Center. For more informafion contact Melanie Koontr at 330-
941-7459 or mikoontz@student.ysu.edu.

Friday: The International Student Organization will be meeting at 3:30
p.n. in Cafavo Suite, Williamson Hall. There will be a presentation on
Mexico and food.

v

Tongzhi - A Gay/Straight Alliance will have a business meeting every other
week, alternating with a social get-together in Peaberry’s. Both will be on
Tuesdays at 4 p.n. All LGBT people and straight allies are welcome to
attend. The upeoming dates are as follows:

Tucsday, 10/22: Soctal in Peaberiy's Cafe

Tucsday, 10/29: Mecting in Bresnahan Reception

The Department of Physical Therapy will host informational mect-
ings for students who are interested in the Master of Physical Therapy
Program. The dates for those informational meetings are Nov. 1, and Dec.
2, from 11:20 - 1 in Cushwa Hall, Bog6. Advisors weleome.

YSU Women's - Center Presents: The Seccond Annual
International Woemen’s Mini-Film Festival “Challenging
Conventions” Following is a list of shows and show times: All About My
Mother (Spain): Thursday, Oct. 17, 2002 @ 7:00 p.m: Discussions will fol-
low. Showing in the Humphrey Room, Kilcawley Center. In the Time of the
Butterflies (Dominican Republic) Tuesday, Qct. 22 2002 @ 2:30 and 7:00
p.m. Discussion to follow. Showing in Bresnahan I&11, Kilcawley Center.
Cry Me a Baby (Soweto, South: Africa}Co-Sponsored by the Dept. of
African Studies. Wednesday, Oct. 30, 2002 @ 7:00 p.m. and Thursday Oct.
31, 2002 @ 2:30 p.m. Discussions will follow. Showing both days in the
Humphrey Room/Coffelt Reom, Kileawley Center.

We wel(,ome st"'. el "facuity and %taff

{Wnates a\yay From campus)
Mass Scheduie:
Weekdays: Noon
Saturday: Neon and 5:00 p.m.-

Sunday: 8:60 a.m., 10:60 a.m. and noon

Eucharistic Adoration-24hrs. with secured access
{Inquirc at rectory) .

At last¥. Spring Break is near! Book
now for FREE ‘meals, parties, drinks.
Party with MTV. 2 free trips. Lowest

prices guaranteed. sunsplashtours.com -

+800-426-7710.

Need extra money? Companion
needed for elderly lady. Only inter-
ested call 330-757-8496 after 6 p.m.

Are vou a kind person? Excellent
emploviment opportunity with a
teading special education company.
Work with special needs children
and adults, Call 1.5.L.E. at 330-743-
3444.

#1 Spring. Break Vacations! 110%
Best Prices! .Mexico, -Jamaica,
Bahamas, Florida, Texas. Book now
& receive free parties & meals.
Campus, Reps wanted! 1-800-234-

" 7007. endlesssummertours.com

USA Spring Break presents Spring
Break 2003, Canmpus reps wanted,
Earn 2 free trips for 15 people.
Cancun, - Bahamas,  Mazatlan,

Jamaica, Acapulco, South Padre and-

Florida. Call Toll free 1-877-460-
6077. www.usaspringbreak.com.

Act now! Guarantee the best spring
break prices! South Padre, Cancun,
Jamaiea,  Bahamas, - Acapulco,
Florida, and Mardigras. Travel free,
reps néeded, earn $88. Group dis-
counts -for 6+. 888)THINK SUN
(1-888-844-6578 - dept 2626)
Wy sprmgbrealxdlscoums com

Spring Break ‘o3 with Student
City.com! Cancun, Mazatlan,
Acapuleo, Bahamas, - Jamaica,
Florida! Reps wanted! Travel free
and earn cash! Call 1 (800) 263-1445
or e-mail sales@studenteity.com
today!

Wanted! Spring Breakers! Sun
Coast Vacations wants to send you
on Spring Break 2003 For Free!
Call us now at 1 {800) 795-4786 or e-
mail us at sales@suncoastvaca-
tions.com!

Spring Break 2003 is now sponsored
by Student Express! Cancun,
Acapulco, Mazatlan, Jamaica,
Bahamas, South Padre, Las Vegas,

. Florida, and Ibiza: Book early and
get FREE MEALS! Student Express

sponsors the BEST PARTIES and is
NOW HIRING salaried Salespeople,
Campus Reps, and On-site Staff.
Contact www.studentexpress.com or
1-800-787-3787 for details.

Acrobic, aquatic, karate instructors
and lifeguards needed. Part-time, ali

* shifts, competitive salary; Copies of

current certifications requived: Call

(330) 544-2383 for more info.

Housing. . |
DupIéx/Apartment for rent — 2
BR apartment minutes from YSU cam-

pus. Safe neighborhood -w/shopping
around the comer. Available 1st week
of Nov. For more info call Adrienne @
330-759-7052.

(by the elevators}-

“ e Thel'e S a
@ there’s a Way

Sponsored by the
Department of Physical Therapy

October 23, 2002
11 am. to 1 pm.

- Experience using a wheelchair on the YSU campus
at any {or all!) locations listed: ;

1 - Ramp outside Cushwa Hall near

; Physical Therapy Department

| 2 - Wheelchair ramp to 4th floor of Ward Beecher

. 3 - Kilcawley Center doors niear the 9/11 memorial

- 4- Entrancé to Cushwa Hall from the core of the campus

Prizes and refreshments included

. Monday:
Tuesday:

Thursday:
Fﬁdayi
Saturday:

-Iassuﬂed

: refngerator,

All Utilities Paid! ~ Very nice two-

" or three-bedroom apartments or four-

bedroom home available. Stove,
washer, dryer,
microwave and more! Lit, off-street
parking. From $275/person. Call
Chris at (330)744-4488 or {330) 746~
4663.

| < For Sale |

1985 Pontiac 600o LE station
wagon, air, automatic, am/fm, sun-

roof. 7 passenger. $495 or best offer. _

Call (330) 744-2218.

<~3

&3 .
Serviess |

Sunday Mass: The Newman Center,

Catholic Campus Ministry, 254
Madison Ave. (across from Lyden
House) every Sunday at 6:00 p.m.
Call {330) 747-9202 for info.

" Need someone to talk to? Come to .

the Counseling Center in 3101
Beeghly College of Education. We're
here to help.

Stmdeinntidtsteidtbhisntuianiitn

Become A
Professional
Bartender
“Hands On”™.
‘Mixology Program

Certification
Job placement Assistance

Holiday Inn and °.
Conference Center I-80

Starts Nov. Gth
For Information
and a FREE
Brochure call

L T T E YT Y R R P

1 (800) 333-7122

AERAERBIIGEEIEIBLETUGdRIERIOPR S

Mickey's Bar & Grill

« 2800 Market St.
“UPTOWN"

{330) 788-0310

S.LN. - $1 Domestics and $2 Imports o
Ladies Night - 3 Drinks for the Ladies
(from Total Eclipse Ent.) |
Join Tina from 95.9 Kiss FM
CD and T-shirt give-aways! -

Wednesday: Buckets O’ Beer - 5 Domesiics for $7 and
5 Imports for $10

D.J. BRAN-DOY
D.J. Mr. Edd
D.J. Mr. Edd

D R O Y S LT L

BUY SMART,
WASTE LESS.
SAVE MORE}.

.

13 meals each ucck

This first rate residence hall includes:
s Completely furnished double and single occuparicy -

rooms, including finens

+ Telephones, voice mail-and free cable

+ Air conditicning
+ Prolessional security

+ Weekly hcusekéeping service

+ Decorated lounge areas
+ Quiet study environments

¢ On-premise dining roem and home cocked mea‘s

« Fitness and laundry room

Designed Expressly for Working Women |
and Female Students

Located at the heart of the YSU campus is this beawiful “home
away from home” just for women, At Bucchner Hall, you can live
comfortably, as well as inexpensively. Thanks to the large bequest of -
the Buechner Family, which completed the construction of Buechner
Hall in 1941, more than ¥, of all residents costs are still absorbed by
the Buechner Fund. Residents are responsible for an average
81,261.1% per semester for double occupancy or $1,362.88 for single
occupancy. This includes a weekly 528 caﬁ:tem 11|m~ancc, forup o

* Internel capabiiity and access té YSU Network

620 Bryson St. * {off Unwemtv Pla'n) s I’hone‘ (330} 744-536'1
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By Paur MaucH
The [ambar’

Last year Rockstar Games
released “Crand Theft Auto 3"
for Playstation 2. It became one
of the most controversial
games ever released. Congress
even tried to ban jt.

On Oct. 29, the prequel of
GTA3 is to be released as
“Grand Theft Auto: Vice City.”

The premise behind these
games is to steal, kill, cheat and
destroy as much as possible to
move ahead in a life of crime.
The point of it ail is to have as
much fun as pos-
sible while deing

- these nasty things.
- Since  “Vice
City” is the pre-
quel to GTA3, it
takes place in the
early  80s, and
everything in the
game is made to
remind players. of
big hair, neon |
socks and other

fads from 20 years ago.

The main focus of this
game is on driving. You can
drive vehicles that range from

family cars to sports cars,’

mopeds to motorcycles and
funeral cars to stretch limos,
Many of the vehicles are simi-
lar to the ones in GTA3, but all
have been retrofitted to fit the
era of the game.

Nothing sets’ the mood
better for a game than the
music. This game has over 80
.musical tracks, the largest
selection of music ever assem-
bled for a video game. The
track includes 80's songs from
such. artists as Judas Priest,
Blondie, Flock of Seagulls and
Grandmaster Flash.

Just like GTA3, "Vice City”

will have humorous and

‘catchy talk on the radio. And

just like everything else, it fol-
lows the 80's theme with knes
like, “if you can’t fit into a

spandex jumpsuit, - what can

you do?”

But let’s get back to. the
violence. Of course, one of
your most powerful methods
of mass destruction is driving
the vehicles — imagine driving
down a busy sidewalk in a city

bus. But there is more to killing
in “Vice City” than that, and .

there is more to it than in
GTA3. ' '
Players will have many
new weapons.

trusty Uzi and a
few other guns
that . resemble
some of .the
automatics from
GTA3, but now
players will be
able to use a
katana, a screw-
driver and a golf
club. There will be others —

“but Rockstar jsn't willing to
“give away all the surprises just

yet.
The graphxcs in “Vice
City” seem only slightly

improved from GTA3 but

that's to be expected when

both games are huge, and
“"Vice City” manages to be:

even bigger and more detailed
than its predecessor.

When you are done play-
ing “Vice City” for the first
time, it is quite likely you will
be inspired to say — in the
words of Alex from “A

Clockwork Orange,” — “that -

was a real kick and good for
laughs and tashings of the old
ultraviolent.”

There wili be the - |

GAMING: Rockstar Games
will release the controversial

prequel to its Grand Theft

Auto series, Grand Theft
Auto: Vice City, on Oct. 29/
“Grand Theft Auto 3 was
nearly banned by Congress
for the games premise,
which is to steal, kill, cheat,

and destry as much as pos-

sible to 'mci've‘ahead in the
life of crime.

Photo courtesy of rocksmrgmrrcs.rom/vic‘eci;y :

Remember Sidney? She and James went

someone out there probably wouldn't want

out the other night. James said she was cbnox-
iously drunk and made a fool of herself. James
said she was hanging on every guy in the bar,

to ...

Stop! Gossip ——_why is it that we can’t live
with it, but we can’t livewithout it, either.

It's like that “teléphone game” many of us
played as children. Everyone would sit in a cir-
cle, and one person would whisper a secret to
the person next to them. Each person would
repeat whispering the'secret, until it got all the

way around the circle, where the last person

would reveal the statement aloud.

"It usually was completely ‘different than

what the first person said, and nothing has
changed now that we are all grown up.

You can’t get more.than three girls together
without gossiping. You can’t go out on Friday
night without waking up on Saturday, picking
up the phone, and gossiping about what hap-
pened. You can't go to class without talking
about someone in the rcom. And, you can’t go
to work without gossiping about at least one of
the other employees ‘

If you're not like this, you probably know
someone who is.

So, why can’t we live without it?

Gossip, as we all know, is fun. Any event
we go to wouldn't be the same without it — par-
ties, bars, or even going out to eat with your
farnily.

For some twisted reason, it even gives
many of us satisfaction. "The great majority of
the time, gossip is negative. 1t's something that

too. Then, she passed out’in the' bar and he had

being said about them. Perhaps, hearing stories
of other peoples’ downs brings us up. 1t's like,
Whatever, the case,

therapy for ourselves.
pitching into the conversation and adding on to

' the story is fun. *

" Let’s face it, we are born in a society, proba-

bly the only one in the world, where gossip is a’.

way of life. The beauty shop is actually known
for and associated with gossip. -Does getting
your hair done in other countries mean half the
conversation with the hairdresser will involve
“he said-she said?” .

We have movies about gossip, we have téle-
vision shows about gossip and-we even have
magazines that are strictly gossip. ‘It's basically
impossible to avoid.

. So, why can't we liye with i? Or should 1
say: Why should we live without it? Because
most of the time, we are living off of heanng
things that we don’t know are fact.

And, even more so, if you find out you're
the one being gossiped about, it's probably one

of two things: What people are talking about is.
simply them living off of untruths, or what-

they're saying is true — but none of their busi-
ness. _
Gossip might seem harmless however,

words can be very hurtful to us. Simple words.

have ruined friendships, ended relat;onshlps,
and even broken family bonds.
The bottom line is, there’s nothing good

- about something that's also called “dirt.””

Call Jami Boninsegna at (330) 941-1913.

Entertainment in brief
Husband and wife to perform at folk festwal

Husband and wife Steve Gillette and Cindy -

Mangsen will perform at the 8th annual WYSU-
FM Folk Festival Friday, Nov. 8. The couple,
from Bennington, Vt., will perform at 8 p.m. in
Peaberry’s in Kilcawley Center.

Anyohe is welcome to the free concert, and

parking is $3 in the M-S lot off of University
Plaza.

Gillette ‘and Mangsen work together at’
Compass Rose Music, which offers contempo-

rary and traditional folk music and an Internet
songwriting tutorial, -

Movie sequel unnecessary

By RYAN MCCABE
~ The fambar

- "John _Carpenter’s
Vampires: Los Muertos,” the

unnecessary sequel to ‘the:
* John

mildly. received
Carpenter’s . Vampires has
arrived . direct-to-video just in
time for Halloween. - -

The Film’s plot— if it can’

really be called a plot — cen-

~

ters around Derek Bliss (Jon

Bon Jovi...yes, that -Jon Bon
Jovi), a “tough-as-nails” free-
lance vampire, who is hired by
an “anonymous” client. to
assemble a team of hunters
and prevent a renegade band
of vampires from }eavmg
\/Iex1co :

" Problems. arise when
every hunter Bliss tries to enlist
is brutally murdeted just
before he gets to them. He
seems to think the Master
- Vampire has established a tele-

~only twist the film offers is.a"

pathic link with him and. is
picking his - ‘brain, but-
writer /director Tommy Lee
Wallace inexplicably abandons
this concept thlun amatter of

20 minutes, -
~ Bliss fmally assembles a

rag-tag tearn of equally forget-

" table hunters, but the perfor-
‘mances aren’t even bad in the

guilty-pleasure sort of | way

that is expegted from B- movies
~— they’re-just bad.

1t doesn’t help that there’s

barely even a colerent script to

work with. Almost a carbon-

copy tip-off of the original, the

female Master Vampire. Never
mind, that she never gets-a
name, much less'a back story.

- The. dialogue in horror
films is expected to be lame,
but Los Muertos takes the

genre to new. lows with such”
classics as, “Come out vam-,
pire, I can smell,” and “There's .

two ways -you can die, slow_‘
“and painful... or quick and

easy.” Itd be a shame if the

Academy overlooked this film
_at the Oscars this year, ™,

1 'wouldn’t recomimend
renting this film, espedially if
you can't keep images-of Bon
Jovi with teased hair and: t:ght
leather pants singing“You
‘Give Love a Bad Name” out of
your mind while watchmg him "
~pretend to be a fcarleqs vam—'
pire hunter.

Sadly, they chose to leave
the ending wide-open . for
another inevitable * sequel.
Here’s an idea, if the filmmak-
ers want to continue this crap-
Py series, they should cast Bon.

- Jovi's band mates in the sup- -

_porting roles. That would at.~

~Jeast be interesting, buit'as Bon

Jovi's character says, ”All right
“kid, but don’t get your-hopes
up.” : : '
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