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If statistics hold true, it 
wil l be the year 2010 before a 
current, "average" 
Youngstown State University 
freshman graduates. 

Statistics from YSU's 
Institutional Research 
Department show that 70 per­
cent of freshmen enrolled at 
Y S U in 1995 allowed 6.81 years 
to elapse before they graduat­
ed. 

Academic advisers say 

that graduating in four years is 
possible if students carry a 
minimum of 15 or 16 hours a 
semester. However, students 
and advisers say that YSU's 
status as a commuter school 
and the rising cost of tuition 
make it nearly impossible to 

carry that many classes every 
semester. 

Jody Patrick, senior aca­
demic adviser of the Bitonte 
College of Health and H u m a n 
Services, said he urges all stu­
dents that he advises to take a 
minimum of 16 hours a semes­

ter in order to meet their four-
year goal. However, he said 
that he realizes it is impossible 
for many Y S U students. 

" A majority of our student 
population is employed, and it 
is difficult to carry 16 hours," 
Patrick said. "Also , we are an 

open-access school, and many 
students just can't handle all of 
their classes." 

Y S U students agreed that 
because of work, social ' l ives 
and limited income,.'th'eySfan-
not successfully car^y more 

See FRESHMEN, page 2 

odox teaching methods highlight YSU's best 

LEPAK 
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Keith * Lepak's 
European Politics 
class Friday: 

"Altons enfants 
de la patrie, Le jour 
de gloire est arrived 
Contre nous, de la 
tyrannic. L'&endard 
sanglant est leveV' 

lust after noon, Lepak 
braced himself with a wooden 
podium, puffed out his chest 
and sang the words to the 
French national anthem. 

After eight full weeks of 
Lepak and his techniques to 
engage students, Friday's per­
formance came as little sur­
prise to most. 

Lepak and other campus 
professors, including Stephen 
Snidermari, say their teaching 
involves some theater, some 
comedy and some stunts. 

A s Lepak belted out the 

French words, some students 
laughed. Others just stared at 

the political science profes­
sor.; 

Lepak pressed on. "You 
Americans have no, how do 
you say, 'culture, '" Lepak 
exclaimed to the class i n a 
haughty French accent as he 
raised one eyebrow in mock 
disgust. 

Lepak said he does what­
ever it takes to make sure his 
students are engaged and 
absorbing material. 

H e said most students 
pay more attention if their 
professors are lively. 

" I f s an entertainment 
device," Lepak said. " M o s t 
students are more l ikely to 
watch if they are being enter­
tained." 

Sophomore Jessica Spohn, 
a current student in European 
Politics, said she has never 
been bored in the class. 

"Just as you start to zone 

off, he comes off with some 
crazy tangent and brings you 
back." Spohn said. 

Lepak said addressing his 
students as; a French citizen 
allows h i m to convey a more 
accurate picture of that coun­
try's political culture. 

"The accents and anthems 
help me illustrate the attitudes 
and positions these citizens 
have in relation to their gov­
ernment," Lepak said. 

Across campus, another 
professor holds his students' 
attention with sheer perform­
ance. 

Today's profile of English 
Professor Sniderman is the 
first in an occasional series of 
profiles about unique profes­
sors. 

The jambar is seeking 
suggestions from students for 
professors whose students 
never sleep. -

E-mail nominations to 
Angela Ol in , editor-in-chief of 

B Y M A K Y B L O O M B E R G 
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H i s style is far from traditional. 
" H e would get excited and yell al l of the 

time," junior Michael Stredni said. "It was one-
of those classes that you can't possibly sleep 
i n . " 

Dur ing class, English professor Stephen 

Sniderman rarely stands still. H i s eyes squish 
together and his face is constantly contorting 
itself to express confusion, agreement or 
amazement. -

His hands seem to be trying to squeeze 
some imaginary shape in the air, gripping then 
loosening. He throws chalk, alters his voice to 
fit character and j u m p s up and down to grab 

See PROF, page 4 
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A MOMENT OF PEACE: English professor Stephen Sniderman ts known by his students asv 
an expressive, vivid instructor. Sniderman says he enjoys being vocal and keeping the 

attention of his students. 

Penguin 

crowd 
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Screaming Penguin fans 
filled the sidewalks on Lincoln 
Avenue Saturday waiting to 
see floats in this year's annual 
Homecoming parade. 

The Homecoming proces­
sion began with the 
Youngstown State University 
marching band and majorettes 
lining the street with music 
and dancing. Alongside the 
band were clowns tossing 
candy to children waiting on 
the streets. 

See KING, page 2 
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BEAT DOWN: The Beat has survived a flurry of business changes on 
Lincoln Ave. 
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Use it or lose it, architectural preser­
vationists preach. 

A rusty screech and the slam of the 
wooden screen door welcomes cus­
tomers to the shop. The casual atmos­
phere and availability of study rooms are 
appealing, especially to students away 
from home. 

The business may be the aging 
house's saving grace. 

Five years ago, Sherry Mancini and 
Karen Bosworth partnered up and 
became owners of The Beat Coffeehouse, 
dashing any chance of the house's dem­
olition. Though location most influenced 
their decision to rent on Lincoln Avenue, 
they say they wouldn't trade the com­
fortable 103-year-old house for a new 
place. 

Vacancy is often fatal to old struc­
tures, says history professor Tom Leary. 

Converting an old house into a cof­
fee shop is an example of what preserva­
tionists call adaptive reuse. Being able to 

use historic buildings for practical pur­
poses is often vital, said Leary. 

Mancini said, "The building adds to' 
the character of the. business. The stu­
dents love it. They feel comfortable and 
at home." 

Leary said saving a building-ior the 
sole purpose of keeping it alive^as in-'the, 
case of the deserted red Sacherman 
house next door to The Beat, often ismot 
enough. ' • 

In 1997, Y S U bought the Sacherman 
house, which occupied the spot the 
Beeghly Education building now claims. 
The university paid $147,250 for the 
house and planned to tear it down. But 
its previous owner, Dr. Robert 
Sacherman, contributed $43,000 to pre­
vent its demolition and move it next to 
The Beat. 

In return, the university agreed to 
maintain it for three years. But six years 
later, the red house has fallen into disre­
pair, and Y S U is not in a position to 
invest money in its restoration. 

See BEAT, page 6 

I n s i d e t o d a y ' s i s s u e : 
Penguins d r o p h o m e c o m i n g contest. 
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ROYAL PENGUINS: Junior Krista Kovach and senior 
Johnathan Zacharias were named the 2003 Homecoming king 

and queen at halftime of Saturday's game. 

"It was nice. A l l those 
people, food and floats and the 
weather was just beautiful," 
said sophomore Danielle 
Ruboksy. 

About eight floats, 
designed by sororities, frater­
nities and organizations, fol­
lowed the band. Taking home 
the annual "best overall 
award" was the A l p h a X i Delta 
float. Designed as a castle with 
a dragon breathing smoke 
with moving eyes, members of 
the sorority said they were 
happy to take home the top 
award. 

"We are honored to have 
this award, " said sorority 
member A u t u m n McDonald, a 
freshman. 

The sorority members said 
they were dedicated and deter­
mined to produce a float that 
would showcase their talent. 

"We worked so damn hard 
on this th ing , " said junior 
Alisha Faust, one of the organ­
izers for the float. 

Another float that caught 
attention was one designed by 
H o u s i n g Services. The float 
mimicked an ancient castle 
and included a cardinal sur­
rounded by a cage of sticks. 

One new addition to the 
parade was the 30 fiberglass 
penguins that were about five 
feet tall and faced the crowd of 
spectators. 

The 30 fiberglass penguins 
are a part of the "Penguin 
Parade" project, a collabora­
tion of Y S U and the 
Communi ty Foundation of 
Mahoning Valley. 

"You are witnessing the 
launching of a new project this 
year," said Catherine Cala, 
associate director of YSU's 
Internal Operations. 

Cala said area artists are 
being invited to create designs 
for the penguins and from 
January through June, artists 
w i l l be able to apply their cre­
ativity to the five-foot pen­
guins. 

In July, the penguins wi l l 
make their debut at the Y S U 
Summer Festival of Arts on 
campus. From July until the 
end of October, the penguins 
w i l l be scattered throughout 
Youngstown for viewing and 
then, wi l l be auctioned off at 
the end of October. 

Other organizations par­
ticipating in the parade were 

the Shining Stars Dance and 
Baton squad, Northern Strut 
T w i r l i n g Teams and the 
Mohawk H i g h Schqol march­
ing band and cheerleaders. 

Bringing up the end of the 
parade were last year's 
Homecoming king and queen 
followed by this year's court. 

The courts, both old and 
new, were surrounded by clas­
sic cars, including a 1966 Ford 
Mustang, a 1960 Starliner and 
a 1930 Cabriolet. 

Starting at 4 p.m., just as 
the temperature began to fall, 
the Penguins took on Illinois 
State for the. Homecoming 
game. 

"Even though it was really 
cold out during the game, the 
fans were still extremely sup­
portive of the team throughout 
the entire game," said sopho­
more Ashley Pastier. 

Despite the Penguins trail­
ing 18-3 at half-time, students 
eagerly anticipated the 2003 
Homecoming court announce­
ments. 

Student Government 
Association leaders were 
scheduled to come to the field 
during the crowning, but S G A 
President Emily Eckman said 
she d i d not feel well and fell' 
asleep. 

Eckman, who had been at 
tailgate parties prior to the 
game, said she d i d not think it 
"was a big deal" to skip the 
crowning. 

Junior Krista Kovach and, 
senior Johnathan Zacharias 
were named this year's king 
and queen.. 

The game continued, and 
as temperatures plunged even 
lower, students' support grew 
stronger. After an attempted 
comeback, the Penguins suf­
fered another loss, 35-25. But 
Penguin fans still relished in 
the l ingering activities of 
Homecoming weekend. 

"Everyone was looking 
forward to the court and the 
parties after the game," said 
junior Missy Rose. 

"We al l love the team. 
They played a good game. 
Everyone was so excited just, 
because it was Homecoming 
weekend that you would have 
never guessed we lost the 
game," said Rose. 

CalljoshBoggs at (330) 941-
1913. 

A drunk driver ruined something 
precious. Amber Apodaca. 
Friends Don't Let Friends Drive Drunk. 

Job Opportunities 
in Student Publications 

Student Publications Committee is seeking interested 
students for positions with The Jambar. 

y The(ilambar ! 

Academic Year Positions 

• News Reporter 

B Y T R I N A Q U A R L E S 
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Friday afternoon, a panel of Y S U 
African professors and community leaders 
led a discussion about the misperceptions 
and constant struggles i n Africa. 

The forum entitled "Images of Africa: 
Myths or Reality?" was co-sponsored by 
the Office of Equal Opportunity and 
Diversity, The Y S U Africans Studies 
Program and the Partners for Workplace 
Diversity. 

Leon Stennis, coordinator of Diversity 
Initiatives, addressed the audience of 
nearly 100 people and explained the 
importance of the event. 

"There is a need for balances between 
the images coming out of Afr ica , " Stennis 
said. 

The afternoon's conversation began 
with a showing of a film entitled, "Africa ; 
A N e w Look." 

The panel discussed several issues 
that saturate the western media portrayal 
of Africa, ranging from the economical sta­
tus to politics. 

Associate professor of Foreign 
Language and Literature N d i n z i 
Masagara, who came from the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, said he is con­
cerned with the way his homeland is por­
trayed in the western media. 

"The United States media only shows 
the problems in Africa because good news 
doesn't sell ," Masagara said. 

Assistant professor of art Samuel 
A d u - P o k u , originally from Ghana, said 
that although Africa has its share of prob­

lems, there is still good to be found. 
"Africa has big cities where people 

live good lives, just like here," A d u - P o k u 
said. 

Masagara chimed i n , adding that 
Africa has a sense of humanity that has 
been lost in America. 

"You don't find the materialistic ways 
of the U.S. in Afr ica , " Masagara said. 

Panelists also discussed the dilemmas 
still facing Africa. 

Adu-Poku said a major problem fac­
ing the people of Africa is that they are not 
able to develop their own resources. 

"Afr ica is full of natural resources 
such as oi l , diamonds and gold; yet the cit­
izens do not benefit from these resources 
because they are not allowed to develop 
and manage them," A d u - P o k u said. "The 
leaders of Africa should stop allowing 
other countries to exploit the people of 
Africa." 

Victor Wan-Tatah, director of Africana 
Studies, who moderated the discussion, 
asked panelists how these dilemmas could 
be addressed. 

Tom Oder, assistant professor of 
Physics and Astronomy, said that if 
Africa's leaders are going to allow for the 
resources to be taken, they should force 
other countries to invest in Africa's scien­
tific research. 

" M a n y of the problems facing Africa, 
such as AIDS, are only going to be solved 
by scientific research," Oder said. "Foreign 
countries should be forced to contribute to 
the research." 

Guest panelist Frank Akpadock, orig­
inally from Nigeria, is the senior Y S U 

research economist and regional scientist 
for Urban and Regional Studies. 
Akpadock said that the people of Africa 
must take power and begin building up 
from the "grass roots." 

Panelist Bongfen Forba, who hails 
from a non-governmental organization 
community development program in 
Cameroon, said she feels Africans are too 
trusting of foreigners. 

"People from other countries come 
over and gain the peoples' trust," Forba 
said. "They take our resources and leave 
us in a worse circumstance then before 
they came." 

Forba said that politicians may want 
to help their citizens but have their hands 
tied, 

"The politicians are torn between the 
wishes of their people and between the 
wishes of the people that put them in 
power," Forba said. 

At the end of the panel discussion, 
Stennis said a few closing words. 

"There is a need for greater educa­
tion," he said. "There is a need for a bal­
ance of the images coming out of Africa. 
There is a need to understand Africa in all 
of its complexity." 

Wan-Tatah agreed, adding that the 
solution is for each person to have an indi ­
vidual incentive. 

"This is a good start — a wonderful 
opportunity to learn about Afr ica , " he 
said. 

Call Trim Quarles at (330) 941-1913. 

FRESHMEN, continued from page 1 
than 12 to 15 hours a semes- "~ 
ter. 

Freshman A p r i l Griffing 
said that it is her second year 
as a freshman because she 
took a semester off and can 
only attend classes part 
time. 

Griffing said that it is 
impossible to graduate in 
four years because she must 
work full time to pay her 
tuition. She added that addi­
tional lab fees, and inade­
quate financial aid make it 
nearly impossible to pay — 
full-time tuition and graduate 
in four years. 

"I think that's crap if 
you're obligated to take 16 or 
17 hours a semester to gradu­
ate and -you have to pay extra 
in fees," Griff ing said. "That's 
ridiculous." 

Freshman Megan 
Wysenski offered a similar 
story." 

Wysenski said she only 
takes ;12 or 13 hours every 

"I think that's crap in 
you're obligated to 

take 16 hours to grad­
uate and you have to 
pay extra fees. That's 

ridiculous." 

— APRIL GRIFFING. 
• Freshman 

semester because of financial 
reasons and a social life. 

"I won't pay extra money 
just to get out in four years," 
she said. 

Others disagree, however, 
saying that students do not 
graduate in four years because 
they switch majors, or are 

-uninformed of class require-
" ments. 

' M a r i a Lame, academic 
radviser for the college of Arts 
, andSciences, said that she sees 

this as a problem for a num­
ber of students she advises. 

Lame said that many stu­
dents remain undetermined 
in their major for too long, or 
w i l l wait until their last few 
semesters to see an academic 
adviser. She said that this 
often -causes "grumbl ings" 
from students, but maintains 
that it is the responsibility of 
the student to seek out an 
adviser to keep on a four-year 
track. 

"The bottom line is that 
• in order to avoid these pit­
falls, it is necessary to see an 
academic adviser," Lame said. 

Senior Paul Robinette dis­
agrees with Lame. Robinette, 
who is in his fifth year and 
plans on graduating i n the 
spring, said that he took a light 
course load in order to keep his 
grades up and run track. He 
said that he was still unaware 
of certain requirements even 
though as an athlete he is 
required to see an academic 

advisor. 
"I think the departments 

can be a little more informa­
tive," Robinette said. "I just 
found out that I need a Spanish 
requirement to graduate 
because it wasn't required 
when I started here." 

Marge Coll ins, academic 
adviser for the Wil l iamson 
College of Business 
Administration, said that she 
recognizes all of these factors 
in the students she advises, 
and said they must be taken 
into consideration when look­
ing at the time it takes to earn a 
degree. 

"You can't just look at the 
bottom line, you must look at 
the variables," Col l ins said. 
"There are many students who 
opt to take fewer hours 
because of other things in life." 

Call Elizabeth Tabak at (330) 
.941-3758. 

KILCAWLEY CENTER 

SPIRIT SPECIALS 
LEMONHEAD 

Gift Certificate Homecoming Week 
by counting the number in the jar! 

Details available on the 
KILCAWLEY WEB SITE 

700 0FI 

Coupon and details 
only available on the 

KILCAWLEY WEB SITE 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

NEW YSU RUGS, 
THROWS & MORE 

At the YSU BOOKSTORE. 
Details and prices available on the 

KILCAWLEY WEB SITE 

Check out our affordable prices 
on the KILCAWLEY WEB SITE 

or visit Bytes 'n Pieces 
for an estimate. 

CAMPUS 
Dates and fees available on the 

Applications go to Lynn Haug, Student Services, 2nd 
Floor, Kilcawley 
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Today's Editorial 

g h t o f 

The Y S U football team fell 5-4 w i t h a loss to Illinois State 
this past weekend — marking the first time m more than a 
decade that the team dropped the annual Homecoming contest. 

With a tough remaining schedule, the Penguins w i l l need 
to be both lucky and very good to finish above .500. > 

A trip to the playoffs is now out of reach.: -
Athletics have always been a strong point of pride for not 

only the university, but tor the entire Mahoning Valley. 
It is h i g h time that members of the Y S U community and 

the Youngstown area begin to recognize the accomplishments 
of athletes i n lesser-watched sports, rather than focusing.com-
pletely on a football program that is i n decline. -

For instance, most people i n the community w o u l d have 
no idea w h o Lisa Davies is. Despite the lack of attention, she 
continues to excel for the university's cross country team. 

This year, Davies' first as a Y S U student-athlete, she is 
making serious waves. Twice i n the past month, Davies was 
named the Hor izon League Women's Cross Country Athlete of 
the Week. Earlier this month, she was named the A l l - O h i o 
Freshman of the Year. 

She now holds the school record in the 6.0-kilometer race 
i n just her first year representing the Y S U squad. A former A U -
State performer i n high school, Davies is just one of a handful 
of freshmen women on the cross country team w h o is begin­
ning to show signs of replacing the football team as YSU's 
dominant athletic program.. 

Last spring, Kelly Murphy, then a freshman, was an 
absolutely dominant force for a very successful women's soft-
ball team. Three players from the team who competed for the 
H o r i z o n League crown played i n a college all-star game. 

The Softball team, w h i c h earned the N o . 2 seed i n the post­
season tourney, swept the post-season awards garnering player 
of the year, pitcher of the year, newcomer of the year and 
Christy Cameron was named coach of the year. 

These programs are two at Y S U that are completely over­
looked assuccessful while the football team is stil l crooned 
over. 

Instead of recognizing these outstanding performances, we 
stil l hear more about the football team's mediocrity, than the 
r is ing stars in less popular sports. The football team is 
undoubtedly headed on a downward spiral , and much of their 
decline goes unspoken. 

Negative talk of their lack of progress is taboo o n campus, 
as many die-hard football supporters w o u l d rather bite the 
inevitable bullet of another football season ending without a 
playoff birth, then recognizing the dominance of two young 
stars. - - • 

Looking for special profs 
Featured in today's Jambar is a story about a professor who 

dances, screams and does whatever he says is necessary to keep 
his students learning. 

Stephen Sniderman, English professor, is the first in what 
w i l l be an occasional scries of profiles about unique professors. 

We all have had them at one time, and we all want more of 
them. 

Animated professors can make the driest of subjects come to 
life. They can bring in the students who never attend class and 
make them want to learn. 

The Jambar is seeking input from students and faculty about 
unusual or memorable professors who make their classes come 
alive. Please send names to The Jambar at 
thejambar@hotmail.com. 

The Jambar editorial*: reflect the opinions of The Jambar and its Editorial 
Board members: Editor in Chief Angela Olin, News Editor La'elHughes. Design 
Editor H.J. Lisko and Copy Editor Mark Stevens. Those wishing to schedule meet­
ings with the Editorial Hoard should call the editor in chief. 

Letters must he typed and should not exceed 400 words. Each letter must 
include a name ami telephone number for verification purposes. All submissions are 
subject to editing for spelling and grammar. Submissions must he received by noon 
Friday for Tuesdays edition and by noon Tuesday for Thursday's edition. 

The*Jamhar will nor print letters that libel others or threaten harm. The editor 
in chief reserves the right to reject letters that do not follow policy. The views and 
opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect those of The Jambar staff or YSU fac­
ulty, staff or administration. 
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W A L K I N G T H E T I G H T R O P E 

Letters to the Editor 

Editor. 

bnhke my last letter to the editor that brought a slight up 
stir wi th the Turnpike Rivalry, this one is a comment in response 
to M a r k Stevens' weekly article "Fat Head Says" that was m the ; 
October 21 edition of The Jambar. . • . , , ; 

At the very end of the article, he was referring to the fact ' -
that there's no purpose to watch the Wor ld Series, since the 
dream World Series a lot of people wanted (Cubs vs. Red Sox) 
didn't happen, plus the Yankees are back i n it. A n d that the best . 
way tor that to have happened was to fix the L C S for a Cubs-Red 
Sox series, which w o u l d be okay^smce unlike the 1919 Black Sox -
scandal, it wouldn't be for gambling reasons. 

Fat Head, I totally agree with you. Major League Baseball, i n 
a way, teased fans with a possible Cubs-Red Sox series for the 
100th anniversary of the modern World Series. But then again, 
the Yankees were also celebrating their centennial in N e w York 
(They spent their first two years i n Baltimore), and having the 
26-time champions in the series makes an unfortunate sense, 
since 99.9% of people know that it w i l l be number 27 for the 
Yankees this year. (The Marl ins are a good, young team. But they 
don't have a Shill ing-Big Unit type pitching staff that beat the 
Yankees two years ago.) 

Honestly, baseball needs a small-market-friendly salary cap 

at the level of the Tampa Bay Devi l Rays' payroll . (Good news 
for Indians fans, but it wouldn' t make a difference for the Pirates 
for ownership-related reasons.) The Yankees have been too good 
for too long. 

A s for giving the people what they want, look at the Super 
B o w l two years ago. I'm not going to say that it d i d happen for 
libel-related reasons just m case it was just a coincidence, but I 
have a lot of friends that agree with me that the N F L might have 
fixed the Super B o w l when the Patriots w o n it because of 9/11. 
Yes, I do love m y country, but i f s pretty apparent. The Pats were 
0-2 around the time 9/11 happened. Their colors are red, white, 
and blue; their nickname is Patriot, and they somehow edged a 
then tough Raiders team for a first-round bye. Then they beat the 
Raiders thanks to the "tuck rule." That was clearly a fumble. 

Like I said, I 'm not going to say that the NFL. d i d fix that 
Super Bowl , and I'm proud to be an American, but what the fans 
want (Or in baseball's case, whatever George Steinbrenner 
wants) appears to have already been happening, and it has been 
purely by coincidence. 

foe Gerard 
Freshman 
Mathematics Pre-Education 

Comatose woman should be given chance 
Editor: 

W h a t are the ethics i n depriving M s Schiavo of food and 
water if she is still responding to voices and smiling, as. the 
online video shows? What if her parents are correct i n their 
belief that Ms Schiavo's lack of oxygen, which caused this vege­
tative state, might have come about due to foul play? What if 
M s . Schiavo cannot sign her name to a divorce decree? Is the 
reason why her husband wants to end life support relevant? 
When is it'okay to starve someone not in pain to death? What if 
this is a botched murder attempt? What if there is a healthy 
body? H o w can a parenf s rights be ignored to someone they 
gave birth to, raised, loved every second of her life? What if 

stimulation to her brain, or giving birth, shocks her into con­
sciousness—which H A S happened before? 

Concerning abortions: m y office is 2067 Moser H a l l ; m y 
email is jmgarr@ysu.edu, and I promise to adopt and provide 
any child, born yet or not, handicapped or not, a home to the 
best of my ability, including a college education and participa­
tion in sports, arts & crafts, music & dance lessons, etc. Nothing 
w o u l d make me happier. Confidential. 

Jeanelte Garr • • 
Associate Professor 
Chemical Engineering 

inistration needs to pay for classes 
Editor: 

In regards to your recent article in The Jambar about Y S U 
taking a bold step and revoking the rights for a few students to 
attend class because they have not paid their tuition yet, I fully 
agree with this approach and wish you the best of luck with it. 
N o w since Y S U administration can make that a rule that if y o u 
do not pay your no longer welcome here, I have a few questions 
for Sweet and his administration. 

When a professor cancels class, who is going to reimburse 
the students the lost money. According to The Jambar, each class 
skipped is worth at least $12.00. If just one teacher canceled class 
for one day, let's average this out. 

One teacher for Mo n day calls off sick, has roughly 4 classes 
with 25 students in each, at $12.00 a person; that's roughly $1,200. 
dollars for that day. N o w in m y warped thought of fairness and 

justice, doesn't Y S U now have an obligation to pay those stu­
dents the $1200.00 it owes them? . 

H o w many teachers on any given day cancel classes? There 
is a lot of money that is being paid w i t h no service being per­
formed. I w o u l d guess that if you would call the Better Business 
Bureau and ask if y o u should pay for a service before it is per­
formed, they w o u l d tell you not to. So I must assume that since 
Y S U is so damn set on kicking out those who have not yet paid 
their tuition, that Y S U was going to reimburse those of us who 
do pay and haven't got all of our money worth. 

Edward Stredney 
]umor 
Accounting 

http://www.thejambar.com
http://focusing.com-
mailto:thejambar@hotmail.com
mailto:jmgarr@ysu.edu
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B Y J M A R K - S T E V E N S 
The Jambar 

H o l y mackerel! Hey that's clever. 
M a r l i n s . Mackere l . Get it?: 
Congratulations to the Florida Marlins 
on winning the 2003 Yawn Series. 

No one cares. 
Tail wagging the dog, art imitat­

i n g l i fe : Fat Mead's vote for video 
game of the year certainly has to go to 
Tiger Woods 2004. The game is vastly 
improved in areas that were so menial 
that i didn't even notice that they 
needed improving in last year's ver­
sion. 

But there is something disturbing 
about the game. It is way too real. But 
I don't mean real in the way the cours­
es look or the way the ball flies or the 
way the golfers react. No, to a gamer, 
those things can never be too real. 

I mean the detail of the game 
itself. 1 guess 'real' isn't the best word. 
H o w about 'utterly way too inten­
sive'? There's a World Tour, a ten-sea­
son career, hordes of golfers and an 
absolutely ridiculous amount of golf 
equipment, sponsorships and 
rewards. Not to mention the more 
than 70 real time events that can only 
be played on specific dates of the real 
calendar. 

Ol i , I almost forgot. You can be so 
detailed with creating a character that 
you can adjust things like brow depth, 
eye width and muscle definition. 

I can honestly say that I wi l l never 
completely finish this game. 

Fat Head's pretty sure that anyone 
that does has some serious social prob­
lems that perhaps a good night out of 
mom's basement might help. 

Boogity Boogity: Saw "Freddy vs. 
Jason" about a month ago. Is Fat Head 
the only one who remembers when 
those movies were actually scary? 

Truth is, they've been so over-styl­
ized that despite the gore present, 
there's no real suspense. 

You really feel like getting the hee­
bie jeebies scared out of you this com­
ing Halloween weekend? 

Go see "Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre." It may not be the best act­
ing vou' i l see this year, but it"s scary as 
h e l l 

N o Kobe mentions here, but it 
s t i l l ain't good news for the N B A : Fat 
Head really could care less for N B A 
basketball. But it isn't the sport that 
bothers him. 

Seriously, I love college hoops. If 
there's a college game on, it doesn't 
matter to me what teams are playing, 
I'll watch. The greatest thing about 
college basketball season is the night 
games from out west that don't start 
until midnight on ESPN2. 

It's always like U N L V against 
Utah or Wyoming against B Y U , but 
the games are always great. The kids 
out there aren't looking for N B A con­
tracts, they play to win . They play the-
game like it should be played. 

The one professional sport that I 
fee! has been hurt by an influx of 
younger so-called more athletic play­
ers is professional basketball. Without 
having rules for eligibility, teams find 
themselves flooded by players that 
have 44-inch vertical leaps, but could­
n't throw a bounce pass on a trampo­
line. 

Fundamentals have gone the way 
of highlights, yet the scoring is down 
regularly and so is the excitement. 
Let's face it. Clearing put 4 guys and 
having your best player go one-on-one 
against the other teams' best player 
isn't exactly high entertainment. 

That problem has contributed, 
mightily to the recent deluge of for­
eign players being drafted into the 
league because the foreign guys are 
like the small college guys out west. 
They play for the love of the game and 
they play it right. 

There are no more crafty vets in 
the N B A , no more guys who grew up 
watching the masters so they can still 
imitate the art a little bit. There are just 
high school kids who couldn't even 
spell Nate Archibald, let alone mimic 
what he brought to the court. 

That's the exact reason .why the 
N F L should fight to the death to keep 
Maurice Clarett from changing the 
Riles of eligibility. It isn't because M o 
isn't a good guy or couldn't be suc­
cessful, but that's a box even Pandora 
would be smart enough not to open. 

Call Mark Stevens at (330) 941-1811. 
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FADING DREAMS: The YSU football team's goal of qualifying for postseason play is now most likely out of reach following a 35-25 loss to Illinois 
State on Saturday. The loss was the Penguins' first homecoming loss in over a decade. 

B Y M I C H A E L J . B A L A L E 
The Jambar 

Y S U lost its first homecoming game in 11 
years on Saturday in front of crowd of 17,000 
spectators. In losing to Illinois State, Y S U dropped 
another conference game, this time giving up 350 
yards rushing. 

Aside from the crowning of this year's king 
and queen, there wasn't much to celebrate on 
Saturday. Fresh off of an exciting overtime w i n on 
the road, the Penguins played an underpowered 
Illinois State team that looked anything but. 

Like many of the Penguins opponents this 
season, Illinois State exposed Y S U ' s struggling 
defense as they ran for 350 yards and passed for 
another 271 as the Penguin defense had its worst 
performance of the season. 

The Penguins fell behind early in the contest 
as Illinois State marched down the field and 
scored points five times before halftime and the 
Penguins went to the locker room facing an 18-3 
deficit. Illinois State running back Sha-ron 
Edwards averaged 5.5 yards per carry, completing 
his day with 183 yards on the ground, with two 
touchdowns. 

Y S U quarterback Aaron Marshall led the 
Penguins back in the second half, throwing two 
touchdowns and rushing for one while gaining 69 
yards on the ground. 

Illinois State quarterback M i k e Souza ripped 
apart the sputtering defense one last time in the 
fourth quarter with a 45-yard pass to Dwayne 
Smith, completing his day with 271 yards passing 
and two touchdowns as the Penguins fell 34-17. 
YSU's defense had a rough time stopping the 

Illinois State offense, as the Red Birds didn't punt 
once al l game. 

The Penguins next face Northern Iowa, whose 
only blemish this season came to heavily favored 
Iowa State the first game of the year. Their 7-1 
record puts them in second place in the Gateway 
Conference. They are led by sophomore tailback 
Terrence Freeney, whose 941 yards rushing and 11 
touchdowns rank h im amongst the best backs in 
the conference. 

The Penguins w i l l be looking to improve on 
both sides of the ball as they try to salvage'their , 
season. YSU's passing offense is ranked 109 in the 
country at 118 yards per game, and the defense is 

number 74 in the country, giving up 170 yards on 
the ground per contest.-

• Call Michael J. Balale at (330) 941-1807. 

Knight Kidder Newspapers 

Ringing cell phones and beeping pagers have long been a nuisance at 
movies and concerts, but gadgets are creating an uproar among sports fans as 
well . 

... According to a recent survey by electronics retailer Best Buy, 40 percent of 
the fans responding said their biggest tech gripe was a ringing cell phone in 
the middle of a sporting event. 

E S P N analyst Joe Theismann offers these tips to keep everyone's focus on 
the field „ and not in the stands: 

— Turn off your cell phone or put it on vibrate mode. If you need to make 
a call, do it during a break or while you're away from your seat. 

—Take flash photos during warm-ups or after the game. Think about fans 
behind you before you jump up to capture some moment for posterity on your 
camera or camcorder _ particularly at high school or youth games. 

— If you bring a portable television, keep the volume low but offer to 
share replays with your neighbors. 

— Keep the volume low on your portable radio, too _ or better yet, wear 
a headset. 

—Don't get consumed with keeping track of stats and scores from other 
games on your personal digital assistant. It's distracting to the folks around 
you, and you'l l probably wind up ignoring your companions at the game. 

PROF, continued from page 1 
attention. 

"I get excited about the fact that I am able to 
get up in front of people and perform," Sniderman 
said. "That really turns me on, and if I get a 
response, that turns me on even more." 

Sniderman said he tries to incorporate his per­
sonality into all of his classes, and while his per­
sonality changes from class to class, he says it is all 
h im. 

"In my freshman English classes, I never stand 
still, but in my graduate courses, 1 sit in on semi­
nars," he said. "It all depends on how much stim­
ulation the class needs from me to stay awake." 

H e said his ultimate goal is to be memorable. 
Phil l ip Wilson, a 2001 graduate from YSU, said 

he still remembers Sniderman's 1996 composition 
course. 

"It wasn't a traditional English class," Wilson 
said. " H e used things in the media and things we 
were interested in to teach. He. reminded me of 
Stephen K i n g . " 

Sniderman is now teaching four classes: Black 
Experience in American Literature, Huckleberry 
Finn; Context and Conflict, American Literature 
and Diversity; Slavery and its Legacy, and 
Introduction to Literature. 

Sniderman was 26 years old when he came to 
Y S U and is entering year 35 of his teaching career. 

"I once figured out that I have taught over 
10,000 students," Sniderman said. "What excites 
me is asking a person a question that they've never 
been asked before, that they w i l l never stop asking 
themselves. To me that's what my job is. A l l the 
rest is just ways to do that." 

Sniderman's eccentric personality may make 
him memorable, but students draw to his classes 
for other incentives. 

His classes twenty years ago used to be accom­
panied by strict deadlines, where attendance and 
participation was judged solely from his point of 
view. 

"In my freshman English class­
es, I never stand still, but in 
my graduate courses, I sit in 

on seminars. It all depends on 
how much stimulation the 

class needs from me to stay 
awake." 

STEPHEN SNIDERMAN 
. English Professor 

Today, though, students have the luxury of 
controlling their grade — or at least half of it. 

"I was frustrated by a number of things and 
the daily response was the answer," Sniderman 
said, firmly planted behind a mountain of random 
papers scattered upon his desk. "\ knew that if I 
could get the students to read the material and 
come to class, then I could increase the chances of 
discussion." 

In his class, each student is required to write a 
daily response from the assigned readings. The 
catch is that at the top of each paper, students write 
the number of points they deserve based on 
whether they read the assigned material. 

The responses are not graded and the number 
of points the students give themselves are record­
ed in Sniderman's grade book, even if the student 
has no response. 

Sniderman said the daily response is to force 
students to think and question the material, to give 
topics for future discussions and to give the stu­
dents a voice. 

Over the years, he said he has tried to give stu­
dents more and more participation in their own 
grade. 

He began by asking the students how many 
pages they read. But, he later decided that if he 
could trust them to tell the truth, they should be 
allowed to assign their own grades. 

While students could easily take advantage of 
this system, Sniderman said he does not think he is 
being fooled. 

Almost all of the responses, he said/are rele­
vant to the assigned material and there are always 
students who give themselves less than full credit. 

However, one student said he always takes full 
credit, even if he does not read the whole assign­
ment. 

"I do feel really guilty about it, but I almost 
always read everything," junior M i k e Fiol said. 

Sniderman said his once strict deadline policy 
has aiso changed. 

"It drove me crazy," he said. "I sort of col­
lapsed the whole thing." 

While he w i l l not change the due date of 
assignments, he wi l l always grant an extension. 
A n d if a student is not happy with their grade, they 
can rewrite the paper as many times as they want 
before the end of the semester. 

"You don't change people's behaviors by 
establishing artificial penalties," he said. "The 
incentive is built i n . " 

Call Mary Bloomberg at (330) 941-1913. 

Advertise in 
The Jambar. Call 

I (330) 941-2451 
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Nowhere in Africa 
AUSTINTOWN MOVIES 
Saturday, November 8, 2003, 7:00 pm 
Adult Content 
Discussion led by Dr. Saul Friedman, Oayman Pro'essor of 
Jewish and Holocaust Studies a! Youngstown State University 

Strange Fruit 
YOUNGSTOWN STATE UNIVERSITY 
DEBARTOLO HALL AUDITORIUM 
Sunday, November 9, 2003, 3:00 pm 
Discussion ted by Atty. Bonnie Deutsch Burdman, Director of 
Jewish Community Relations Council of the Youngstown Area 
Jewish Federation and Sarah Brown-Clark, YSU Associate 
Professor of English, Clerk of Youngstown Municipal Court 

N o v e m b e r 8 , 9 , 11 & 1 6 , 2 0 0 3 

Schermer Jewish Film Festival 
Sponsors: 

Youngstown State University 
Jewish Community Center 
Austurtown Mov.es 
B'tvj B'rith Mahonir.g Ledge 339 
Zionist Organization of America 
Jewish Community Relations Council 
Commission for Jewish Education 
-Youngstown A'ea Jewish Federation 
Flick Clique 
Hadassah 
Na'Amat 
Temple £1 Emeih & Sisterhood 
Children of Israel & Sisterhood 
Congregation Ohev T̂ edekS Sisterhood 
Congregation Rodef Sho'om & Ssterhood 
Temple Beth Israel 3 Sisterhood 
Beth israel Temple Center & Sisterhood 

The Schermer Scholar-tn-RetWonec Program 

YouwiWifl wvy i 953 thrcv^i u\ LvxkyMinsa from 
•J* fi/santX L.:-.nSchfrw ChsnaWc TnstiiAnr«-/ece^ toy 
itv.- •fo^tewn ZJOO.« Dn,r<! Zksr.S Of gi'M*»<i of 
/•Ttiiriji g*.~-ii 8'ir.h Csi'wvflg Lodge 359.1: nwrrxyiiizes 'JTC 
SthtiT*;! tyrv.y o* Youngs; cwn l id socks :o xt/VKt: their 
:/i y iwj p<sK>'e. sduaiei, she j t.wsh cofi-atttxvty. w3 the 

=<i<h ,o»f Sclent*-- rcy,ce.x« Wry ;o 3v_'"rSJ «irnpui ncwSc 

i»«3 f-'itvess n j «•>« £-.*•'.< pr«enwtom. Tr* khemvir 
Prc#.vn thus scr .« ;o cttnd the ;;<sdcm<; revsorees of ihe 
vcveriiy teyord r.s cwoorvs srs5 ;o «.t'(igs*fi the irk between 

From Swastika to 
Jim.Crow 
YOUNGSTOWN STATE UNIVERSITY 
DEBARTOLO HALL AUDITORIUM 
Sunday, November 9, 2003, 3:00 pm 
D.sojssion led by Atty, 3onnie Deutsch Burdman. 
Director of Jewish Community Relations Council of the 
Y<xngs'owri Area Jewish Federation and Sarah Brown-

Oark. YSU Associate Professor of English. Clerk of 
Youngstown Municipal Court 

Gloomy Sunday 
AUSTINTOWN MOVIES 
Tuesday, November 11, 2003, 7:00 pm 
Adult Content 
Discussion led by Milan Paurich, local film expert arxj 
Vindicator film critic 

Exodus - 40th 
Anniversary 
AUSTINTOWN MOVIES 
Sunday, November 16, 2003,1:00 pm 
Schermer Scho'ar-in-Residence; Zev Siege!. 

. a volunteer in refugee rescue operations aboard the 
vesse! Exodus 

Tickets may be purchased by 
calling the YSU Theater Box 
Office at 330-941-3105 or 
by visiting the JCC 
Bursar's Office, 
505 Gypsy Lane, 
Youngstown, Ohio 44505. 

Thinking About 
Law School? 

Then plan to attend the Youngstown State University Law Fair! 

Representatives from nearly 30 law schools from around the country will be 

present to discuss your future in law school. This event is free and open to the 

public. 

What: Youngstown State University Law Fair 
When: Monday, November 3,2003 

11:00 am -2:00 pm 

Where: Youngstown State University 

Kilcawley Center, Ohio Room 

Youngstown, O H 

Consult 

w w w . o h i o f a w c a r a v a n . o r g 

for driving directions and other details. 

Register to win L S A T preparation materials and other great prizes at the 

fair! 

Financial support provided by the Law School Admission Council. 

Designed Expressly for 
Working Women and 
Female Students 
Located at the heart of the Y S U campus is this beautiful 
"home away from home" just for women. At Buechner 
Hall, you can comfortably, as well as inexpensively. 
Thanks to the large bequest of the Buechner Family, which 
completed the construction of Buechner Hal! in 1941, 
more than \ of all residents' costs are still absorbed by the 
Buechner Fund. Residents are responsible for an average 
SK261J3 per semester for double occupancy or SI.362.88 
for single occupancy. 'Flu's includes a weekly $28 cafercria 
allowance, for up to 15 meals each week, 

This first rate residence hall includes: 
» Completely furnished double and single occupancy 

rooms, including linens 
• Telephones, voice mail and free cable 
• Air conditioning 
• Professional security 
• Weekly housekeeping service 
• Decorated lounge areas 
• Quiet study environments 
• On-premise dining room and home cooked meais 
• Fitness and laundry room 
• Internet capability and access to YSU Network 

620 Bryson S t .« (off. University Plaza}* Phone; (330) 744-5361 

Classified Campus Calender 

M o r o c c o ' s G e l a t o ! Italian 
Ice Cream.& Caffe. Positions 
available. Seeking honest, 
dependable individuals for 
Counter/ Food Prep positions. 
Apply in person 8485 Market 
St. Boardman, Ohio. 

A L L U T I L I T I E S P A I D ! 
Very nice one-two, and three 
bedroom apartments or four 
bedroom home. Stove, refrig­
erator, washer, dryer, 
microwave and more! From 
$2Q5/person. (330)743-7368 

There's only one 
question...Got Home? We do. 
Come home t o ' University 
Housing. Visi t Housing 
Services for more information. 
(330)941-3547 

One Block from Y S U One effi­
ciency $240 + electric One 
•large bedroom $325 utilities 
included Call (330) 549-5518 

Apartment for Rent. 1 block 
from YSu. 2 or 3 bedroom 
w/Iarge kitchen. Appliances 
and Util i t ies included. Cal l 
(330)720-0964 

For Rent 1 or 2 Bedroom 
Apartments $200.00 or 
$250.00 p lus utilities. For 
mor information cal l (330) 
743-3887 

Close to Y S U - Large Four-Five 
& Six Bedroom Homes. Also 
One-Two & Three Bedroom 
Apts. Very Clean. Free Months 
Rent. (330) 506-5684 

Every Thursday through 
December Circle K meets at 
4:00 pm in Kilcawley Center 
Room 2068 to discuss volunteer 
work in the community. Contact 
Starr at 
ysucirclek@hptmail.com 

Classical Music of India with 
Guest Artists: Barunku mar Pla, 
Maestro of Indian Classical 
Guitar, and Ray Spiegel, Tabla, 8 
pm Bliss Recital Hall , Free & 
Open to the public, Dana School 
of Music (330) 941-7448 

History club wil l meet on 
Wednesday, October 29 at noon 
in Kilcawley Room 2069. The 
speaker will be Tim Francisco of 
the English Department. He will 
be speaking on "The Stately 

Intent of War: Militarism and 
Masculinity in 16th Century 
Europe." The meeting is free and 
open to the public. Bring a 
brown bag lunch. Contact Dr. 
Donna Deblasio 3158 or 3457-

YSU Soccer Club wil l meet 
Wednesday October 29 for a 
game against Kent State at 7 pm. 
Contact Mark Moccia at (330) 
509-2299 for more information. 

Chi Alpha Christian Fellowship 
will meet on Friday October 31 
for Bible Study, live praise and 
worship at Peaberry's i n 
Kilcawley Center at 5:30. 
Contact Nick Angelis at (330) 
307-5991-

A C T N O W ! Book 11 people, 
get 12th trip free. Group dis­
counts for 6+ w w w . s p r i n g - 
b r e a k d i s c o u n t s . c o m or 
8oo-83"8-8202 

Spring. Break 2004 - Travel 
with STS, America's #1 
Student Tour Operator to 
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco, 
Bahamas and Florida. Now 
hiring on-campus reps. Call for 
group discounts. 
Information/Reservations 1-
800-648-4849 or 
www.ststravel.com 

SPRING BRiAK'04 
c*Mt»M*e<*<> GROUP AND GET ' 

ifeud*. J * * * * 2 F R E E TRIPS!)!!! 

www.studentexpress.com 
Call NOW: 1.800.787.3787 

J S U M M E R S E A S O N 

4 1 9 - 6 2 7 - 2 3 9 0 

NOT ALL AIR FORCE ROTC STUDENTS FLY PLANES. GETTING THEIR 

BY THE AIR FORCE IS THRILL ENOUGH. 

i s For more info call: 
AFROTC Det 630 
Kent State University 
330-672-2182 

V 
R ' O ' T C 
(»»» It't "t 

Getting-a scholarship that.provides 

up to full tuition is just one.of many 

exciting things about Air Force 

ROTC. Our summer internship 

programs, leadership seminars 

and up io $AQ0 a month spending 

money alt help you prepare to go 

out into the world and make a 

difference. Visit our Web site or call 

our toll-free number, 

AFR0TC.COM • 1-866-kAfROTC 

http://Mov.es
http://www.ohiofawcaravan.org
mailto:ysucirclek@hptmail.com
http://www.spring-
http://breakdiscounts.com
http://www.ststravel.com
http://www.studentexpress.com
http://AFR0TC.COM
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Bv E L I Z A B E T H T A B A K 
The jambar 

A new exhibit at the 
McDonough Museum of Art 
is opening the door to greater 
understanding between 
American and Chinese cul- . 
tures. 

Chinese artist Feng 
jianqin is serving as the sec­
ond College of Fine and 
Performing Arts G i f f e 
Visiting Artist. He was greet­
ed Thursday with a reception 
and the first showing of his 
collection focused on the tra­
ditional Chinese symbol of _ 
the Yellow Mountain. 

Feng, an artist since the 
early 1960's, is currently the 
president of the Nanjing Art 
Institute in China. His exhibit 
at the McDonough — his first 
major exhibit in the United 
States — marks the beginning 
of a l ink between YSU's 
College of Fine and 
Performing Arts and the 
Nanjing Institute. 

George McCIoud, dean of 
Fine and Performing Arts, said 
that Y S U and the Nanjing 
Institute would begin an 
exchange of students, begin­
ning with music students in 
May of 2004. 

M c C I o u d , a personal 
friend of Feng's, said that one 

' of his goals as an educator is to 
improve the understanding of 
cultural differences, and one of 
the best ways of doing that is 
through the arts. 

"Through seeing [Feng's] 
art, 1 know the world he lived 
through as a young artist in a 

"I used western skills 
and oi l paints to con­

vey the meaning of. 
Yellow Mountain so 

that the United States 
would have a greater 

understanding of 
what it is." 

— F E N G JIANQIN 
'''Artist 

cultural revolution," McCIoud 
said". "It helps me understand 
the breadth of China . " 

Students viewing Feng's 
artwork agreed with McCIoud 
and discussed the importance 
of studying another culture. 
One such student was junior 
Nicole Saeler who said that she 
was appreciative of the work 
that was being done to 
improve the bridging of 
American and Chinese culture. 

"This is a great opportuni­
ty for us as students to learn of 
other cultures," Saeler said. 

Feng, speaking through an 
interpreter, said that one of his 
hopes for the exhibit was that 
students w o u l d learn more 
about Chinese culture, but he 
admitted that he was unsure of 
the reception and understand­
ing of his work in the United 
States. Primarily, he was con­
cerned with his replication of 
the cultural symbol of the 
Yellow Mountain. 

The Yellow Mountain is 
a symbol that represents the 
harmony that humans and 
nature should have. Feng 
said that although he can 
pick no. particular favorite 
from his body of work he is 
currently most satisfied with 
his portrayal and discovery 
of the Yellow Mountain. 

Traditionally, the Yellow 
Mountain is portrayed on 
ink drawings on rice paper, 
however, using a blend of 
rich oil colors, Feng created 
the highlight of the exhibit. 
Stretching across three pan­
els of canvas, the peaks of 

" the mountain pierce through 
swirling hues of deep blue and 
green clouds. 

" I used western skills and 
oil paints to convey the mean­
ing of Yellow Mountain so that 
the United States would have a 
greater understanding of what 
it is," Feng said. 

"I hope the familiar media 
wi l l communicate western and 
oriental cultures wel l . " 

Feng also said (bat he 
hopes that a partnership 
between Nanjing and Y S U w i l l 
foster further exchange of cul­
ture i n the coming years. 

Feng said, "Youngstown&s 
a changing city full of opportu­
nities, it is similar in China. We 
think there are a lot of 
exchange programs that we 
can do in the future so that we 
can continually work on "a 
greater cultural understand­
ing . " ; * 

Call Elizabeth Tabak at (330) 
941-3758. 3 

Mark Stevens I The Jambar 

ART, ORIENTAL STYLE: "Ancient Pagoda in Autumn" is just one of the many works by Feng 
Jianqin currently on display in the McDonough Museum. 

Something Corporate ^hine through second disc 
B Y J O H N N Y D O N A L D S O N 

Massachusetts Daily Collegian 

(U-WIRE) A M H E R S T , Mass. — Too 
many young rock acts confuse lethargy 
with maturity, as if giving up their 
youthful exuberance automatically 
marks them as grown-up musicians. 

What it does, really, is mark them as 
even more naive and immature. They 
sap their songs of the dynamism and 
vigor they carried before, slowing tem­
pos and suffocating energy in an ill-got­
ten attempt to sound as if they are transi­
tioning in a world of 'adult' music. A l l 
they end up doing is crafting an album 
that is condescending, affected and dul l . 

"Leaving Through the Window," the 
debut a lbum from power-poppers 
Something Corporate, was made up of 
the kind of driving, hook-laden songs 
that gain an upstart band a young fan 
base. For the follow-up, "North," the 
quintet made the inevitable decision to 
show the "growth" they engaged in since 
"Window" sold 250,000 copies. To do this, 
they isolated themselves in a small recording studio, 
tweaking each and every song until it met the band's 
idea of perfection. 

The result? A watery, weak album devoid of any 
trace of passion or excitement. 

Something Corporate are struggling in the same 
terrain that their brethren in Brand New covered in 
the their follow-up album from last summer. That is, 
both bands are former semi-punk outfits moving into 
a realm of emo that is darker, more musically and 
emotionally complex than the adolescent murmur-
ings of most emo acts, except -- and here's the big dif­
ference Brand N e w bring a real emotional heft to 
their music, so that it still carries the weight of their 

Photo courtesy ofsomethingcorporate.com 

SOMETHING CRAPPY: Something Corporate perform at last summer's Warped 
Tour. The band's sophomore release is one album that just ends up going south.' 

vitality. Something Corporate are positively childish 
in comparison, going through the motions of maturi­
ty without investing i n it. 

Granted, it took a few spins to appreciate the 
glory and the poetry of Brand New's "Deja Entendu," 
but it eventually grows on the listener. "North" does­
n't have that kind of staying power. With each listen, 
it doesn't get progressively better or more nuanced; it 
stays stuck in the same rut of cloying, feeble, mean­
dering pop each time. 

This calculated stab at grown-up expression actu­
ally represents a de-evolution for the band. Tinkling 
pianos float through a succession of sticky ballads and 
half-hearted rockers. Singer A n d r e w McMahon ' s 
whiny falsetto strains for a poignancy that isn't there. 

"North" is Something Corporate's 
"deep" album ~ the work in which 
they are meant to show off how res- * 
olutely intelligent, sincere and 
thoughtful they are, without suc­
cumbing to juvenile earnestness. But 
this isn't a "deep" album -- this is a 
concept piece for kids, playacting at 
the role of depth. 

M c M a h o n thinks he's being 
edgy and adult when he starts a 
song like "Me and the M o o n " with a 
line like "It's a good year for murder 
/ she's praying to Jesus / she's 
pul l ing the trigger." But really, he's 
being disingenuous. A song about a 
wife committing murder against an 
abusive husband? Fine, but this is a 
subject covered by many other 
artists to better success. Here, it 
sounds insincere, like a bid for cred­
ibility -- 'look at how sophisticated 
and profound we sound!' 

There are a few bright spots, 
like the chugging rockers "Space" 
and "Only Ashes" or the sleek 

"Down." But even those sound a bit off compared to 
Something Corporate's "Leaving Through the 
Window" or - more damningly - Brand New's "Deja 
Entendu." The rest of "North" is pretty narcoleptic, 
drifting hazily from one l imp noodle of a song to 
another. The band can preen and pose all it wants, but 
that isn't exactly a quality of musical maturation. 

So many other acts i n and around the same genre 
as Something Corporate have put out new albums in 
the past few months, yet many of them at least sound 
as though they are making progress. But this band --
so promising before, so sadly derailed now -- comes 
off as fallow and indistinct. Too many damp lyrics, too 
much wormy insincerity, tpo little passion -- this is 
one album that just ends up going south. 

robs bank cause he's 'too ugly to get a job' 
B Y M I K E P I N G R H E 

KRT Campus (Through the Looking Glass) 

S U R E , C O M E B A C K A N Y T I M E 
Two men stole beer at gunpoint 

from a gas station in Stuart, Fla., but 
one of them left his ID card behind. He 
called later and asked if he could come 
back and get it. Permission granted. 
The cops were waiting. 

S T O P , T H I E F ! . . . O H , N E V E R 
M I N D 

After her dog pooped all over the 
kitchen floor, a woman in London 
cleaned up the doo doo, put it in a bag 
and went outside to drop it i n the trash. 

A s she crossed the sidewalk, a youthful 
mugger on a bike knocked her down, 
stole the bag and sped off. 

W H O N E E D S T H E C O P S ? 
A day after a thief stole his pickup 

truck, which had the key stuck in the 
ignition, a northern Cali fornia man 
went to buv another vehicle. A s a friend 
drove him to a dealership, he spotted 
the stolen truck headed toward them on 
the other side of the road. They made a 
U-turn and followed it to the thief's 
home. When he.went inside, the owner 
stole it back. 

L A D I E S , P L E A S E , I - C A N 
E X P L A I N 

A n Internet Romeo i n England 
hooked up with four women he had 
been sweet-talking via e-mail, calling 
them all "princess" or "sexy" so he 
wouldn't accidentally use the wrong 
name. He was successfully juggling 
them all until he inadvertently sent the 
same e-message to the four of them, 
showing all of their addresses. They 
contacted each other and hatched a 
plot: one of them arranged a date with 
h im at a local pub, and all of them were 
there waiting when he showed up. A n 
angrv confrontation ensued. 

H E Y B A B Y , I ' V E GOT A C R A Z Y 
I D E A . . . 

A middle-aged couple in Tennessee 
had a bit too much to drink and went 
out on their front lawn where they com­
menced making love in the middle of 
the afternoon. The lovebirds were 
arrested for indecent exposure and 
public intoxication. 

A N D T O O S T U P I D F O R A L I F E 
O F C R I M E 

Police arrested a man minutes after 
he robbed two, neighboring banks in 
downtown M i a m i one right after the 
other. He told them he d i d it because, 
"I!m too ugly to get a job." 

BEAT, continued from 
page 1 

"I don't know how to jus­
tify spending money for the 
roof of that building when aca-. 
demic buildings are i n need of 
repair as w e l l , " said John 
Hyden, director of facilities. 

Now, the circa-1900 struc­
ture, known as The Beat, is fast 
becoming a one-of-a-kind 
item, providing a glimpse of 
life 100 years ago. . 

A 1907 map of Lincoln 
Avenue shows neat rows of 
houses l in ing the street. 
Gradually, university b u i l d ­
ings and businesses replaced 
those houses. Of the properties 
that line the south side of 
Lincoln Avenue, only three 
remain privately owned. 

Leary explained that The 
Beat could give us clues about 
what life was like i n the 1900s. 
He said that trends in architec­
ture dur ing post -Civi l War 
decades were a reaction to the 
Industrial Revolution, mass 
production and loss of stature 
of skilled woodworkers and 
craftsmen. 

Leary said that The Beat's 
Queen A n n style is a hybrid of 
this reaction, a favoring of 
medieval influences mixed 
with classical elements. The 
irregular, steeply pitched roof 
and variety of lines, shapes 
and materials on the house's 
exterior have a medieval 
European flavor. ' 

The designs inside the 
house reflect the classic Greek 
period, as do the porch 
columns. These details shed 
light on period style, Leary 
said. 

"The neat thing about The 
Beat is that there are enough 
original features remaining to 
look at to see what the house's 
lineage is, to be able to 'read' 
the face of the house," Leary 
said. 

Call Susie Tietz at (330) 941-
1913. 

A d v e r t i s e i n 

T h e J a m b a r , 

c a l l 
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