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G. THOMAS JORDAN

G. Thomas Jordan joined his father in business
in 1945 at Jordan Sales and Hardware on the corner
of Route 46 and Mahoning Avenue in Austintown. In
1960, he went to Georgia University and became an
appraiser of real estate. Mr. Jordan is currently

in charge of concessions at the Canfield Fair.
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S: This 1s an interview with G. Thomas Jordan for the
Youngstown State University Canfield Fair Project by
Carrie Stanton at his home on Mahoning Avenue on
November 8, 1983 at approximately 10:00 a.m.

We usually start with your own background--yocur family,
your education, that type of thing.

J: T had two wonderlful parents. My father was in the
service station and automobile dealership on the cor-
ner of Mahoning and Route L46. It was actually where
Godfrey's restaurant was. He buillt there in 1928,

As T said, they were awfully good to me. T was an
only child and I suppose a spoiled brat.

My father retired in 1941 while I was in the service.

I married my wife, Norma, in 1939. We had two daugh-
ters, Joyece and Georgia. When I came out of the ser-
vice--=1 had worked for Standard 0il before the service—-
my father had to go back and run the service station
with that automobile saleg room. I leased the service
station in 1945. Then in the roon where there was

auto sales I started a hardware store. So we had

Jordan Sales and Jordan Hardware.

8: On the same corner?

J- On the same corner, in the same building. TI{ was a
big building at that time. It was a grocery store,
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and a drug store, and so forth.
S: This wasg right on Mahoning?

J: It was "L" shaped. It was along Route 46 and also
Mahoning. It faced on Mahoning. In those days they
built them along the road. Today they build themn
back with the parking in front.

When they widened Mahoning my service station went and
T ended up in hardware. I sold it in 1960.

T 1liked the real estate business. TI've Invested in
some. I like the appraisal end of it better. I went
to QGeorglia University and took a course in appraising
for a couple months.

3: TIs that how you get into appraising?

J: Yes, it's the proper way. Anybody that sells real
estate can become an appraiser, but they don't know
the basics. This is good for commercial or industrial.

S: Appraisers are licensed?

J: No, they never have licensed them. They have desig-
nations. In other words, there 1s an 3. R. A.--the
Society of Residentlal Appraisers. There is a
M. A. T. that's connected with the realtors. Then
there's the . .

3: What deoes that stand for?

J: The Institute of Appraisers. Inever could figure
out what the "M" stands for. Then there's the American
Society of Appraisers for which T have a senior apprals-
er's designation.

Starting with 1961, I had my own office. My father and
T were chumg. He was busy working when I was a kid,
and in later years, I was busy working when he retired.
T would hang around when he was in business and he hung
around when T wag in business. After I sold the hard-~
ware, we had three years together. It was wonderful.
We liked to play on the farm and so forth.

T had the real estate office, and then here comes Homer
Shaeffer, the president of the fair board, I didn't
even know they had a failr board. I never gave it a
thought to how the fair ran. We had ponies and my wife
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and two girls showed the ponies at the fair and all
over. Homer asked if T would consider being on the
fair board, and I said that T would have to talk to
my family.

S5: How did you know Homer?

J+* By showing ponies at the fair. T telieve he was
acquainted with my folks and different relatives of
mine.

T asked Dad what the falr board was, and he sald
that they ran the fair, and that the members are
people that he has always admired and looked up to.
He felt awfully honored that they had even con-
‘asidered asking me.

S: Who was on the fair board then?

J: Homer was the president. There was: Howard Kohler,
George Bishop was still living--he was pretty elderly
at the time, but he was still infterested--and Mr. Bowman,
Roy Bowman's father. T was put on the fair board to
help Fay Heinzlman with concessions. The others were:
Homer Shaeffer, Bob Rose, and Chuck Blunt,

S: Mr. Kilcawley had passed away?
J: No, he was still living. He has been on thé board.

S: Bob Hammett?

J: Bob was not on at that time. Well, he could have been.
He and T came on pretty close together. Ard Elbert

Agnew, and . . . I wish I had a l1ist that I could show
you.

S+ Elden Groves?

J: Elden Groves was on, yes. There were seventeen of us.
Also Herman Groves, no relation to Elden, from North
Jackson, was on.

S+ TI've never heard anyone speak of him.

J: They had a bipg dairy farm just the other side of the
turnpike on Mahoning Avenue. He was in charge of the
cattle. He had what Bob Wiley has now. That was in
1963,
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They put me on the night before the fair and I didn't
know much about what was going on. Theyv put me with
Fay to help with concessicns. Of course, we worked
good together. I had fairly new ideas that nelped us
keep track of where people were and where there was
empty space.

I will go back to my father. He really enjoyed riding
around with me over the fairgrounds in the golf carst
and overseeing what we were setting up. He passed away
in November, 1963.

I was on with concessions until then and still am. Fay
was elderlv and they put him in charge of the buildings
in concessions. They brought John Holowach out from
Youngstown township. If% is really Youngstown City, but
it's not thought of as a township. Anyway, John is our
representative from that area. I went on and was presi-
dent. Chuck Blunt was president at the time. He was
another one that was on the board when I was. Chuck
asked me tc be his vice-president. I did that for a
two—-year term.

5: How long does 1t take you, after you start, to be presi-
dent?

J: It varies considerably,

5: Oh, there's nothing set? They just say, you're going
to be president now? Or people would say, T would like
to be president.

J: The president will ask a fellow to be his vice-
president. Just like Gib James asked Kenny McMillan
to be his vice-president two years age. This time
Kenny--and there has never been an exception to the
rule~~became the president. Then he asked Dave
Myers to be his vice-president.

S: Is he new?
J+ Relatively new, I suppcse. Everybody that has
been put on since I joined 1s new, (Laughter) although

that was twenty years ago.

S: He is a new guy--~he has only been on twenty yearst
(Laughter)

J: Bob Hammett{ was my vice~president. Then Bob, in
turn, selected somebody.
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The fair has been very good. Grace Williams has been
a bilg help, and we all realize that. The fair would
never be where it is without Grace. I would have
never accomplished what I accomplished without Grace.

I got into the state end of it~--the Ohio Fair Managers,
they call it. Hank Thompson, from Delaware, Ohio, was
the president of the Ohio Falr Managers at the time,
That is made up of all fair managers, directors all

over the state, inciuding fhe manager of the state fair.
Hank Thompson, from Delaware, asked me to be a
director-at-large. I served In that capacity for sev=-
eral years, and then they selected me asgs vice-presgident.
I served for a couple years on that and went on to be
pregsident of the Ohio Fair Managers.

What did you do?

Tt was a lot of running around the state. By the way,
Bob Rose is the treasurer of the Chio ¥air Managers.
Of course, I'm done--I'm a past president of the Ohio
Fair Managers. We try to work in the legislative end
of things-~things that are good for the fairs and pro-
tect our interests in the fairs. We have a convention
every year in Columbus, At the yearliy conventilion we
goc to pass ideas around among the different fairs.
There again, the director of agriculture is there, and
we usually have a breakfast in his honor. It's called
the Director's Breakfast.

It's very rewarding--the people you meet, and the legis-
lators you meet. You get To know people all over the
state. You're asked to talk at different fairs and
different meetings. 1It's very rewarding. I really
enjoyed 1it.

Do they send representatives to the international fairs?

Yes, we do send a representative-«our delegate from the
state.

Where does Grace go?

Grace should have been president of the Ohio Fair Mana-
gers, since she was asked different times, and she didn't
want to. Not only that, but on into the international,
she has held offices and headed committees in the inter-
national. @f¥sce is well known all over the world as

far as that 1s concerned. She 1s an International
figure, and should be.



JORDAN 6

S

J:

Yes, she should be. She is a marvelous person.

After all of your dutiles, you come back to your fair
and you carry them on at your own fair while this
other stuff is going on anyway. It's no let-down
because you feel a big part of the Canfield fair and
you have your stuff to do.

I don't know how you manage to have time to do all
of this!

Well, this is where CGrace is a big help.
T understand the wives are invclved, too.

Some of them. My wife was when I was active. She
retired from her end of it. Some of them still keep
on and like it. S8She ig pretty much of a house-cleansr.

When you start as the vice-president, what do you do?
Do you kind of follow along snd see what the president
does? Is it kind of a training period?

Not really. Being the president of the falr board is

a lot of recognition. You still have your job to

do running the fair, plus you are called upon to repre-
sent the fair at Grange meetings and different meetings
where people Jlook up to you as a fair president.

You don't have that feeling while you are doing it,.

You are proud to be the president.

Are there a lot more headaches when you're president?

Not really. This is where Grace, and now we have Ed
Baer who helps, and of course Eileen (roves when she
was on there, and June Burgoyne, really help.

Everybody kind of mixes together?

That's right. When you ride around the fairgrounds
you can see the work being done. We rode around last
Tuesday while the election was goling on. We had the,
they call it the Kilcawley wagon, and they hook it on
the back of the truck and ride around the fairgrounds.
We were back in the new parking lot where it had bheen
cleared and they're putting roads in.

There is a new one?

It's back further.
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J:

By Route 117
Yes. There were no roads down over the hill.

There was all this being done with gas wells and bull-
dozers, and this other fellow was making the roads in
there for parking. We saw all this, and we went to the
horse barns where the fellow wasg training horses. Some-
body else out there was working on the sewer, 1 said,
"My golly, how do we keep this together because fthere are
so many things going on?" T can tell it would - ’
not be going on i1f it weren't for these pecple that we
have working there. TI'11 %tell you, it's a lot of dedi-
cation.

Why don't you tell me about your own speclal job there
on concessions. You know, when you started, what did
it entail?

Well, T started with Mr. Heinzlman when we used to have
& tape measure, two fellows helping us, a bunch of {in
can lids, splkes, and a crayon. We marked off if a
fellow wanted three feet of eighteen feet or thirty
eet. We would mark it off and put a tin can 1id at
one end and a tin c¢an 1id in the other and drive a spike
into the ground, then go on to the next. We would fill
the whole grounds up like that, We started two and a
half or three weeks before the fair, laying what few we
had. 1In those days, we used to wait until the people
got there to find out where they wanted to be. Well,
something had o be done because the falr was getting
bigger. Anyway, we made ten feet lots.

If you go around the grounds, you'll see these marks

on the drives. They are numbered. The odds are on

one side and the evens are on the other. Like the east
and wegt, 1t starts on the easst and goes west on the
numbers, and on the north and scuth it starts on the
north and goes south. Every street has an address now.
Tt makes 1t much easier for the electrician, We can
sit there at the office and say that you are on 2022
Austintown or 1719 Beaver and they know right where
that is.

Do a lot of people usually come back and take the same
spot?

Yes. We had to open up a new drive because we had a
lot more concessions and we were running out of space.
We had to open Shaeffer Drive where the pumpkin show is.
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There was this one couple who had this oriental food
stand there. God, they didn't 1like

all. They wanted something hesides that because it
was a one-sided street. We moved them T anether
gpot and they wanted back where they were. That was
maybe ten years ago. They are still comirg back to
that same spot.

S: Do people just know where 1t i1s and they come back
there?

J: Right. A new concessioner doesn't reallze that a good
concession like a business might not do good when vou
first start ouft In any location. Ycu might be on the
corner of the best and busiest street, but if you don't
have the right thing or the right merchandise, or do
it right or present it right, you are not going to make
out. If you have a good thing to give the people and
present 1t well, you might not do so good the first
year. Word gets arcund that there are some good
cookies up there, or some good donuts, or some good this
or that. You have got to fell people this because you
have them Jumping all around trying to better them-
selves. OSometimes they don't know where they are
at. They will do well if they have a gcod product.
Tt's like a business anyplace--you have to have the
right thing.

It has worked out well. I've gotten acquainted
with lots and lcts of nice pecople.

When I first got on, I heard of joints and carnies and
all this stuff.

S: What was that first word?

J: Joints.

S: What does that mean?

J: It's a concession stand. Before I got into this, a
Jjoint was someplace you didn't menftion you were g01ng1
to go. It's a very proud term in concessioneers! iid o
language. These people do well. A lot of them go fo
Florida.

S: Where do these people come from?

J+ All over. We have had some from Florida, California,
and New York.



JORDAN 9

S

J
3¢

o

California 1is the furthest place?
That's about the furthest they can come! (Laughter)
Yes, and Alaska.

The funny part--we don't have any from Alaska that T
can think of, The biggest part of them are "regular".
They work a certain area. They'll overlap with people
from the South or the West. A person from California
might have a chalin of stands or a location that he will
pull out and move on to.

You wouldn't normally have people from California?

No, It's surprising the number of people we have pull
up at the gate with 4 Florida license or Wisconsin or
somewhere and ask 1f this is the Canfield Fair? They
would say they heard so much about it that they finally
decided to come and see what it's all about.

That makes you proud, too. People come quite a distance,
Maybe not just to come to the fair, but while they're
here they don't want to miss it. My daughter from
Georgia comes every year. It is a must. Thig is the
first year she missed because her school started too
early and she couldn't make it.

You've heard people say they haven't missed the fair
for fifty years. It all goes back to, T think,
everybody on the board is so proud to be part of it
that they work so diligently.

Do you think that is what makes this a special failr--
all of the people cn the committee?

It's a working board. Everybody has their job, I
find that the ones that aren't--that are just fipure-
heads--are not near as successful, They are flounder-
ing.

There will be a little disagreement in a meeting or
something, but I've never seen it when it wasn't ironed
out before the meeting was over. It has a lot of
rewards.

50 you have seen the concessionsg grow quite a bit?

Oh yes.

Do you have a number, approximately, on that?
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J: I would say back in 1963 we had, maybe, 250 concessg-
ions. Tt is probably double that now, The cnly
thing is, we have put a few extra streets in. We don't
want to have more area for the concessions, so we try
to weed them out and keep the good ones. If the con-
cession is a bummer, they might not even get an appli-
cation.

It 1s such a differencenow in the types of concessions
and thelr quality. Of course, with the ten feet spots,
everybody can't have less than ten feet, or any ten
feet increments.

2: Can people get more than ten feet?

J: Yes, they can have up to sixty feet., One concession-
aire might have fiffeen stands at different places.
There 1is a local fellow that has a least fifteen differ-
ent stands at different locations. He has been here
years and years and years.

S5: Do you have any problems with any of the pecple who run
the games?

J- No. We had, they call them gypsies . . . We didn't
have any trouble with them. The other concegslioners
did as far as it actually got down to that., They are
pretty much their own police. They are our friends.
When we had trouble with outside groups wanting to
come 1n and Infiltrate, our first line of communication
was the concessionaires, They let us know what was
going on and worked with us and it was Jjust like a bee-
hive. They really went to work for us. Tt is surpris-
ing. Of course, if they were outside of Mahoning County,
they couldn't help, bhut the ones that were from Mahoning
County could.

S: Why was that?

J: In tThe state of Ohio, the Ohio State Agricultural Depart-
ment regulates falrs, like they do racetracks and what
have you. This is why you will find the fairs in the
state of Ohlo are probably much, much greater on a par
and 1in better taste the whole way through. The failr
is chartered, or under the Agricultural Soditty. It is
set up that each county has its own Agricultural Society
and you sell memberships tc that. Then-the mem-
bers in the Agricultupal Society are the only ones that
can vote for your directors and so forth. There are
different ways agricultural socletdes throughout the
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state are set up as far as the membership. Scme of
them will charge quite a bit more for their member-
ships into the soclety because the membership entitles
them to admittance to the failr.

S: How many people belong to the society?

J*  Any amount that wants to.

S: You mean I could join?

J: Oh yes. Any time during the fair you can join it.

S+ Do thése people have the right to vote?

J: Yes. This is like that one group I was telling you

about earlier: they brought people by the bus iocads
out. They paid for theilr memberships, which is only

fifty cents. They brought the bus loads out.

S: HWifty cents?

J. Yes, fifty cents a person. There are so many people
that don't know about it. It's no secret. It is just
that people aren't interested. Of course, all of our
statements and everything are publicirzed.

S+ What else do they do besides vote?

J: That is it. Yes, that and the membership and fifty
cents entitles you to a cup of coffee. Including us!
(Laughter)

S: I didn't realize that.

J: It's made up of people that are interested.

S:  You say most of your concessioners belong?

J: No. Just the ones in Mahoning County, not all of them
them. Not all of them care either. I think we might
have, normally, one hundred concessioners are membersg of
the Agricultursal Society.

S+  0Of that many, how many really end up voting?

J+ This time, T think there were 84 or 86 voting. Some-
thing like that.

3: That would include the directors?
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Yes. We vobte from twelve to four o'clock. We had to
sit there all day and wait till the last minute, till
the time is up, to give everybody a chance to vote.
There were times when, I think, there were 1800 voting,
We had over two thousand members.

So vou don't vote just on measures; you vote on lssues
too?

No. The only way an 1ssue is brought up is that there
will be a group. In other words, they have a particular
person they want to put in and they will get thils group
together and sell memberships, ITIt's so very seldom,

as long as everybody 1s happy and satisfied,

Not too much hassle?

No, none at all. TUsually, if there 1s somebody, he
usually knows everybody on the board and he just says
that maybe he would like to go on and he will get on.
Some of them do get on. It's wlde open.

Tt's not just a matter of "I'll plck my friend and you
pick your friend"?

No. We're the center of the political subdivision.

Qur meetings are open. We've had our neighbors in,
When we bought that back acreage we cut down a lot of
trees in order to make more parking. These people were
wondering what our plans were and they came to the
meetings to find out what we were doing.

Somebody might not be satisfied, but the majority of
them are. You can't satisfy everybody, but we try to.

What do you do if you get someone on there that doesn't
want to do his Jjob?

We've been very, very fortunate. We did have one fellow
in the time that I have been on. He went after it
pretty strong. He was a good, ambitious member, but he
ended up embezzling money from the company that he was
working for in Salem. Of course, that was the end of
him ag far as the board was concerned.

You have rules about these things?
We have ethiecs. There is probably no rule, that I

know of, other than what harm will you do the whole
county by these kinds of shenanigans?
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That's why we try to carefully screen who we get on,
There are a lof of board members that have worked
with the bhoard in the different capacities.

Kenny McMillan helped me on concegsions.
S: How many pecple do you have under you?

J: There's just John and I. John Holowach and T work
concegsions.

S:  You don't do it all yourselves?

J: No, Ed Baer has been a big help to us. Other than that,
we don't have any help.

S: No volunteers?

J: We don't really need anybody. We have it so that they
know where the place is. If they don't, if it's a new
person, we can go very easily with them in the golf
cart or walk down and show them where they are at and
what is to be expected of them., There is very little.
See, we have that completely lined up before the fair,
Like 1 sald, we used to work better than two weeks
before the fair, putting in tin can lids and marking
them. Now everyone has an address like a house. Every-
ong knows exactly where it is. There again, they police
each other. If a new one comes in the guy next dcor
will t£ell him if he is doing something wrcng. Of course,
if they don't adhere to this we have policing as Tar as
that goes.

Sometimes kids will come up il they didn't get a teddy
bear. A lot of times we don't know what happened, but
you can usually tell a good kid. When I go back to the
stand with the kid, T tell him not to feel gmart or be
overbearing about this. I wlll talk to this guy and
just see what went on. I've never had a case yet where
they won't go away with a teddy bear or something.

It isn't the owners. A lot of times it is the individ-
ual operators that maybe aren't making enough, or
they're giving out too much, or they want to cut down,
or maybe they get a percentage of the take. As a

rule, let's say the most ['ve ever done that at any one
falr was maybe two times., It's usually an individual
that got a job working for one of the owners and who
was on a percentage or something.

Here again, with the state rules and reguiations, these
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games are so regulated that they have to be approved
by the state before they can be put on at the fair.

The state has inspected the rides that we have

had. In fact, the people who have the rides started
the same year I did. They are wonderful people.
They are down-to-carth.

There again, we had an understanding when they came

to Canfield that everything would be painted up and
they would have uniforms. 1'l1l grant you, working
around those rides and so forth, it can be pretty hard
keeping them cleaned up or rid up.

We kind of instituted the plan for inspecting the rides
and making sure that there is no structural weakness,
0f course, you can't tell for sure., and fortunately

we have never had any trouble. ™The state got into

it and they inspect them now, Tt has taken a locoad off
of our shoulders. We always felt that we might bhe on
the block if scomething did happen because we required
them to be inspected. Now, sinte the state has done
it, they do it good.

Now they're stepping up even further. Before i1t was
the Food and Drug Administration, but they check the
games to make sure they're honest, and the right kind
of pames that they have had approval from the state.
They will, apparently, continue with that part of it.
The rides will be inspected by an engineering depart-
ment of the stafte now. They supposedly have engineers
and so forth that can tell what is what. Of course,
all these operators have to have lnsurance enough %o
cover.

S: Has anything ever happened on the rides such as in
Texas--that big thing in Texas where people were killed,
Can they come back on the fair and sue? Or would they
sue the ride people?

J: When something like that happens, they sue everybody.
They'1ll sue somebedy that was riding on the same seat
with them, or somebody that was walking up the walk
in front of them. They'll grasp at anything.

Out of everything bad, there is something good that
comes of it. We have had two instances or three that
were very serlous. In fact, Elbert Agnew has his
police watching for things.

We have, of course, the ambulances and the Red Cross,
and we have tried to work out a plan so that if
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something did happen we were ready. No matter what,
it still is a catastrophe and you hope and wish you
could have done something.

In every case that we have had, they usually come {o
me. The police are there at first, they call the
ambulance if needed, and then they call me. Then

I'11 call Lee 3tacy, the photographer. Of course, the
Red Cross 1s there. Lee takes the necessary pictures.

We've had pictures taken on one particular ride, I
remember one guy that worked for General Motors. There
was no known relative in his work records or anything.
He was pretty intoxicated and he slipped by one of the
ride operators. He shouldn't have been allowed on in
the first place. About four years later there was a
relative that popped up. T guess they dug around and
found somebody that was related to him. We had these
pictures that helped us three or four years later.

They were very informative.

S: Then the fair board has to carry pretty heavy insurance?
Ji Yes.
S: Do they just carry 1t for the five days?

J: As far as the state structure, we are a corporation.
We can't be individuals, but there's been cases brought,
up where you never are sure. We have it, the red Yook
that the state puts out, and they so degignated us as
a political subdivision.

Of course, if someone woilld get hold of us--gome attor-
ney-~-they would come after everybody. T would say
every one of the directors are like myself-~they carry
11ability dinsurance.

Then the fair carries it. The ride people are
required by the state before they come in and set up
in the state of Chio to carry it. Of course, like I
sald, you can be "touched" liability-wise. Also, if
the name would pet around that you are lax, you would
be lumped in with the people who are just out there to
make money. It's laughable--1 know we're accused of
making money. Everybody asks what we do with all the
money? {Laughter) The funny part is, if you want to
make money out at the Canfleld Fair, you don't make it
by being on the board! (Laughter) They pay our
expenses to the conventions; we pay our wives' way.
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Did you go to the convention when Grace went to the
California Fair? It was in Los Angeles, I think.

Yes. Grace, Bob and Ruth Rosgse, John Booth and his

wife, Bob Hammett and his wife, and Bob Riley all went.
As T said, we pay our wives' flight and the whole thing,
We went to the Pomona Falr and we did bring back some
good information.

We have this convention in Columbus every year. It's
right after the first of the year. It's always the
first week after New Year's. It's Wednesday, Thursday,
and Friday. The whole board, as a rule, ssldom

goes.

When I first got on in 1963, we went to Chicago to

this national convention. It was there for a couple of
years and then they moved it to Vegas. We went to

Las Vegas the past few years to the convention. You
can get a lot of good stuff sometimes. It's a lot more
appetizing to some people. Most of us aren't into gam-
bling much., The wives have more fun with the slot
machines. We started talking among ourselves and
decided that we could get more good out of going to
other falrs rather than the Tnternational Convention.
Several couples still go fLo Vegas. They don't g0 to
any other fair. Some of them have been to the Dallas
Fair. Some of them have been to Wisconsin or Oklahoma.

Is that a big fair?
Yes. Oklahoma is a big one. It's surprising how well
you are welcomed at these fairs. Oklahoma wasn't

very hospitable though from what we gathered from the
couples that went there.

What's the biggest fair? Towa?
Dallas,

Oh, T don't know what made me think it was Iowa. It's
almost as big as Dallas though, isn't 1it?

I don't know. Wisconsin is a big one, Oklahoma is
a big one, too. The Pomona Falr, which is the Los

Angeles County Falr, is one of the big ones. We're
the biggest five-day fair,.

How long 1s the Pomona Fair?

A couple weeks. Seventeen days, T think.
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S

J:

Like a state fair?

Yes, they are actually more a state fair than a county
fair,

Do they have a state fair fthere too?

Yes.

Where is 1t?

I don't know. It's not near the Pomona Falr.

Goodnesgss, it was really something. They had grange
exhibits. All the granges from all over the state

were there. It was kind cf a county grange exhibit.
Here we will have more of the different granges in ocur
county, but there 1t was the county grange sét up.

This was interesting. They had a lct of buildings and
stuff that make you sick that you can't accomplish what
they have.

Of course, they go at it more commercially. They are
losing the agricultural aspect. You've got to always
remember when you are running a county fair that you
are still agricultural-oriented. We have even goft to
where we want to diversify and cover everything.

We did have an industrial display, but it didn't pro-
gress like we would have liked it to; so we still favor
the apricultural aspect.

Who is doing industrial? I must be thinking of that
one that GM has. Did you ever have a . .

It hasn't been there for a few years. It ended up it
was strictly a GM exhibit, but they haven't had it

for a few yvears. There isn't anything really geared

to industry. I would like to have something in the
future. We would like to have a lot more commercial
displays inside. We only have the two bulldings now.
Grace has been after this for years. I'm almest certaln
if it ever comes intc being, it will be named the Grace
Williams buillding.

Elbert Agnew said that he was pushing for that too-=--
a bilgper commercial building.

Yes. We have only the grandstand, and we have the com-
mercial building and then the exhibitors' buillding.
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It's a shame we don't have one,
3: Do you think you pull in enough people?

J: We have people outside now that want inside, and we
have people that Jjust won't come unliess they can get
ingide. We have a loft now. We have to turn them
away because there isn't enough space. They have a
walting list. We have a lot of people we turned down.
We have been overflowing for a long time. We could
£111 up maybe the whole parking lot with concessions,
but we don't want that. We want to upgrade what we
have.

S: Do you give preference to certain people?
J: Well, if they have been here,
S+ What do you mail out? Applicationsg?

J: We mail out the applications right around January and
the first part of February,.

S: TIs it first come, first served?

J: The ones that have been here, we always tell them to
get their applications back. Now, if somebody has
been here and they don't get there application back,
which sometimes happens with these concesgsilionaires
who are in Florida, orthere was g cross up, we'll give
them the benefit of the doubt. We will try to contact
them and see 1f they are coming. If they have been on
a corner for years and years we give it to them,

I there is an exceptionally good one that wants the
particular spot that they had last year, we will never
knock somebody off that spet to put him in there.

We try to gilve the ones locally the preference

rather than somebody out of town. It is easier for
someone here locally to fill in il we do have a can-
cellation. Tast year we called some people that wished
they had known before, but they were glad to get the
spot.

S: T had an interview with Art Frank. That's pretty
unusual for somebody to have a bullding that just
stays there all the time--a commercial building.

J: We had one cother one that was down by the pumpkin
bullding. This was before I got on. This was a prob-
lem with Art Frank. That was originally Isaly’'s.
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Art worked for Isaly's. Of course, Art has carried
it on on his own and Isaly's isn't even around any-
more. There hag been no issue or anything on it,

If Art, himself, would ever have to give 1t up it
would be because the bulilding 1s right out there like
a gore eye and it is not in the best place.

S: What doeg he do--pay like a dollar rent or is that his?
J: That is his building.
3¢ How does that work?

J: It's up for grabs. Which is the same as a ftent some-
place. We don't furnish tents; we Just furnish space
on the grounds, and then they put their own tent or
whatever.

S: He has to take care of it?

J: Oh yes. We keep after him to keep it up. There
are some weak points in it right now Greenford
Ruritan used to take that thing of theirs home every
year. They apparently asked somebody and got permis-
sion to leave 1t there, and we were questioning ift.
T tried to get hold of them and tell them that IT'm
sorry. As long as they keep it painted up., there is
no prcehlem. Of course, now we have weed killers so
we don't have to bother with that ftoe nuch.

S+ What about that Colonial Inn? Whose igs that?

J: That is the fair's. We rent that tc the Austintown
Community Church.

S: Always the same?
J: Well, you see, Austintown 1s probably the oldest

exhibitor on the grounds. They used fto be down--you
remember where Mr. B's used to be--in the tent.

wn

Yes.

J: They were along that corner of Canfield, Austintown,
and Boardman Drives. When I was a kid, which was
probably fifty-some years ago, 1 remember my mother
used to go out and work at the church tent. T got
older and worked at it. Ii's been a long time.: In
fact, someone::tocld me at cne time 1t was the pony
building, and they had chickens in it and T don't know
what, and then they made 1t into an inn. It was right
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there handy, and right clese, and they needed a vear-
round buillding for meetings and so forth. They

made 1t into that and it gives the church a chance to
rent it. They were the oldest and they, of course,
toock advantage of 1t.

Then we had that building~-T Torget what we used to
have in it--where Mr, B's 1s now on Boardman Drive.

I'm ashamed that I don't know what was in there. It
could have been chickens or something. Anyway, they
made it into a dining hall, because the churcheg like
to have large local dining groups becausge they serve
good meals for a good cause. Poland Methodist had that.
The trouble is so few people worked there after a few
years, and they had to pay fthe mortgage off, probably,
or pay it way down. 'Then they pave 1t up. We had

I don't know how many churches in that building where
Mr. B's ig, and finally they were turning over =0 much
that they would be in there only cne year, and they
couldn't get the help. We asked "Mr. BY", and he said
he would be glad to take it over. He went in and
really spent a lot of money and fixed it up beautifully.
He has a lot of equipment in there. He is tickled

with it.

S: Is that where

J: John rents 1t. He is in the bullding where John used
to have his original grocery store, and John rents tec
him.

S+ TIs there anything you would like to add?

J: ¥No, I dont know of anything.
S All right, 7T you don't have anything to add, thank you.

J* You're welcome.

END OF INTERVIEW



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

