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MINUTES 

Academic Standards and Events Committee 

Meeting of January 20, 1994 

Present: C. Anderson, K. 3lankenship, T. 3odnovi~~, 

D. Decker, R. Hoover, P. Schuster, S. Tingley 

1. Meeting called to order 12:00 noon. 

2. Minutes of November 16 meeting approved. 

3. Plus/~nus Grading. 
R. Hoover reported that he has collected a number of 
articles on plus/minus grading and compiled a listing 
of Ohio schools and their respective grading systems. 
He will send copies of this material to all committee 
members. Hoover will assist in revising the survey 
with this information. 

T. 3odnovich distributed a tentative s~~edule for the 
plus/minus grading project. Another task, "Notify 
Senate", was added. Bodnovich will make a verbal 
announcement of the committee's investigation of 
plus/minus grading. 

, 
TASK ! DEADLINE PERSON RESPONSIBLE I 
Revise Survev : ':;an .;; I R • Hoover 
Not:ifv Senat:e , :eo 2 ... Bodnovich ~ . 
Mail Survev ! :eo 3 I 
Compile Results I Mar 3 I 

: Obt:ain Information I Mar 3 
: from !:nro1 lment 

Services 
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members 

il 
& Make 
Recommendation 

I 

Prepare Report: I Mar 30 I 
Submit To Senat:e I Acr 5 ! 

Committee members should consider which tasks they 
would like to work on. 

4. Commencement. 
Bodnovich reported that he has contacted Dr. Mapley, 
Associate Provost, regarding rumored changes to 
commencement. 3odnovich distributed Mapley's written 
response, which explained that Mapley had met with an 
ad hoc committee on commencement. Bodnovich will 
invite Mapley to share the ad hoc committee's ideas on 
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commencement ·,.,ith the Academic Standards & Events 
committee, tentatively on Feb. 3. As per Senate By
Laws, ~~e committee firmly believes that it should 
rule on any changes to commencement. 

5. Incomplete Grades. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

The Senate Executive Committee has requested the 
committee to investigate the use of the incomplete 
grade. Specific concerns include the potential for an 
unlimitted amount of time to complete coursework, the 
number of signatures required for assigning an 
incomplete grade, and the requirement that the process 
be initiated by a student. For the next meeting, Jan. 
27, (1) C. Anderson will research the current policy 
and the forms used for incomplete grades and 
(2) Dr. Brothers, Dean of A&S, will present additional 
information. 

Credi t By Exam. 
The Senate Executive Committee has requested the 
committee to examine policy for credit by exam. 
Dr. Bro~~ers, will present additional information at 
the next meeting. 

American Sign Language. 
Bodnovi~~ distributed a draft of a report on University 
recogni~on of .~erican Sign Language as a foreign 
language. There was consensus that the report should 
be presented in its current for.m to Senate. 

Next meeting will be 

Thursday, January 27 
12 noon to 1 p.m. 
Kilcawley Center - Cardinal Room 

Agenda: Incomplete Grades 
Credi t By Exam 

9. Meeting adjourned 12:45 p.m. 

Minutes recorded by: Tom Bodnovich, 
Computer & Information Sciences 
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Academic Standards & Events Committee 

Report On American Sign Language 

1-20-94 

At ~~e ~eques~ of the Chai= of t~e Academic Senate, the 

Academic Standards and ~vents C~mmittee ~as exami~ed the 

Uni'Jersity's C'..lr:-ent: offering ~f a course sequence in 

American Sign Language (ASL). 

The committee recommends that s~uden~s Nho successfully 

complete the course sequence in .;5L (501, 502, and 503) be 

given credit ~oward che satisfac~ion of t~e University's 

foreign :anguage requirement. 

The committee ~akes this ~ecommendacion oased ~pon: 

(:: C'..lr:-en~ Ohio law, and (2) C'..lrrenc ~niversity practice. 

C~r:-enc Ohio law, as per Ohio ~ouse 3i1l 2!6 Nhich 

oecame effec::i v'e June 13, 1990, s~aces that: "American Sign 

Language is iereby ~ecognized as a foreig~ language, and any 

scat:e inscit~cion of iigher educat:ion ~ay offer a course in 

~~erican Sign Language. .~ undergraduace sC'..lden~ Nho 

successfu.l':'y compleces a course in .=\merican Sign Language ::.s 

enei~:ed to ~eceive credit for ::~at course ::oward 

satisfac~ion of an undergradua~e foreign language 

reaui=ement ~f the seate ins~itueion of iigher education 

where t~e course i.s offered." - State Uni7ersities -

General ?owers (section 3345.09) 

~f=ec::~7e ?all 1993, the jepar::~ene of ?oreign 

Languages oegan offering an elemeneary se~'..lence in ASL. 

This sequence of courses :,..as approved by -:'::e ~Jni "Jers i ty 

C~r:-ic'..llum Ji7ision on April 15, 1993, and subsequently was 

approved oy Academic Sena~e on ~ay 5, 1993. A ~eview of 

Senaee ~inu~es i.ndicaees that there was no ~ention that this 

course sequence would apply toward satisfying the 
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Universi~yrs :oreign language requiremen~, even t~ough ~~is 

has oecome ~~e current prac~ice. :n some instances t~is ~as 

led ~o conf~sion, as some :aculty ~ave no~ ~een aware ~hat 

ASL coun~s :oward satisfyi~g the :oreign language 

=equirement. 

This recommendation does no~ =estric~ an individual 

academic program from requiring proficiency in specific 

foreign ~anguages when this is deemed appropriate :or the 

given program. In other words, an academic program should 

be permi~ted ~o have a foreign language requirement which is 

more specific than the Universi~yrs =equirement. 
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Academic Standards 
& Events Committee 

Youngstown State University / Youngstown, Ohio 44555·0001 

TO: Members of the Academic Standards & Events 
Committee 

FROM: ~ 
Tom Bodnovich, I~ 
Chair, Academic Standards & Events Committee 

DATE: January 14, 1994 

SUBJECT: Meeting 
Thur., Jan. 20, 1994, 12:00 P.M. to 12:50 P.M. 
Kilcawley Center, Room 2057 

Agenda 

1. Revisions and Administration of Plus/Minus 
Grading Questionaire 

2. Report on Commencement Changes 

3. Investigation of Incomplete Grades 
(requested by Senate Executive Committee) 

4. Investigation of Credit By Exam 
(requested by Senate Executive Committee) 

CC: Virginia Phillips, 
Chair of Academic Senate 

Library (Circulation File) 




