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Recommendation on Social Sc i ence Survey 

The committee in c ons i dering pos t - Tar pr oblems , . has re ­
examined the objectives of the college as stated in the catalog . 
It feels that auite evidently the educational sys tem of the country 
must share a la rge porti on of the rpsponsibility for the ~ ar in 
ihich the nation is no engag ed . In the educational system it­
self the colleges bear the greatest responsibility for the success 
or failure of education because the colleges train the teachers 
for t he . lower "chools , and· the colleges are Ie s s vulnera ble to 
thgse moveMen ts of mass r e judice and hysteria hi ch are so eti as 
directed agains t , ublic educati on . . 

In vie\ of these considerat i ons the ~mmi ttee fe lt that it 
should consider ~eriously whether ~ e are providing adequate sub­
ject ma tter to enable tne st den ts intelli gently to fulfill the i r 
obliga tions of citizenship . The S l ject ma tter no st obviously 
necessary to a realizati on of this objective i s that of the 
~ocial sciences . Profe ss ors Gould and Burt of t he ocial s ci ~nce 

\ 'e pa t~t ,. ere as ked to meet vi th t he commi ttee during the /1 vr­
discussi on 0 t he roblem . The conclusions of the cor'lmittee ~ 

h .&.d:l: be summarized- as folIo s: 

• . The present sys tem (9 hours social science , 6 hours 
psycho ogy, hiloso hy or iDle ) per its t he student to take at 
least f i ve courses ~ ich may have l i ttle Te ati onshi to one 
anothe and ~lh ich as sure no co Dlete and 'lell - rounded und e r s ta d~ng 
of. the natu ... e and background of our society . 

J 

2 . 
specific 
re .uired 

• 

The a lterna tives t o the present system are a series of 
re~uired c ourses or a single extensive surve y course 
of all candidates for degre s . 

3. After c onsider .ble .study anct d isc uss i on the commi ttee 
dec id ed that t he survey c ourse 'ould be mos t likely to i mprove 

·the prep r ti on of the studen t to f ul ill his obli a ti ons of 
citizenship • 

. 
The co mMi ttee t herefore wishes to rec ommend t ha t the faculty 

instruct "the~Dc ial s ci en ce la r t ment to pre nare in considerable 
de tail an outline of a course hose bas ic obj ective s hall be the 
pre paration 0_ the studen t for his dutie s as a citizen u _on 
vhom as a colle ge graduate the res ponsi i~ities of citizenship 

.v!11J,.. be pa rticul arly heavy" [I t i s sugges ted that in the prepara ­
tion of t his outline the Columbia syllabus for Contemporary 
Ci vili 7. a tion and t he Chicago course i n the Huma i ti ps , as lell 
as similar syllabi of other institutions~ be used as much s 
nos s ible in vie 0 the size of the t a sk and t he relatively sma_l 
nUl.Qber 0 facul t y member s available t o pe for m it . The course 
TN ould probably requi re a t least t welve seoester hours of 'l or - and 
vlo lltld run through the fresh man and s opho nor e year s.. It · ould be 
re <1uired of .all cClnd idates i fo r aLI, deg rees and . 10ulQlr.e pl a ce the 
pr es ent soclal SClence ~roup renu lrements. Thls Ot t lne sh ould 



be ready fo~ presentatjon to the committee and the 
faculty by t he first of Ma y so that fina l ction on it may be 
taken before the cl ose of thi s adade ~i c year, and the course 
may begin in September 1945 . . 

The Comrni ttee. ishes to add a fe'f addi t ional explf;mato ry 
comments . I t i s fully re alized that lite a ture, t he na tural 
sciences , ~ and the arts also nl a y a mos t i mportant part in the 
develop en t of good citizens . The reasons for recommendine a t 
present a survey course only in the s oci a l science s a e as 
folIo ;IS : 

1 . It i s apparently the exper ience of most s chools 
which ,have tried survey c ourses that t he socia l s~i~nce 
surve T ~s least difficul t to i ntroduce, the natura l science 
survey most diff icult, and t he survey i n l i ter a ture and the 
art s s ome0 here bet~een . 

2 . Th e s ocial scienc e depar t ment has exures sed a 
des ire to exper:iment---::L th a Survey course , and it is 
ap arent t ha t it i s i mpera tive t ha t a ne~ curse of t his 
natur"'J can hardly succeed ' unless the instructors beli eve 
it can . 

~ . The c OID1ittee c onsi ' ers t ha t desjrable sur vey 
c ourses may a p ea r ~ it i s pre ferable t o star t 'i i th o'ne in 
a single ar ea r at er t ha n t o emb rk Ol everal a t once . 

4 . Th e comni ttee 1"is hes , hov ever , to have the natura l ' 
s cience peo ple and t he lite r a ture and ar t s , eople to be 
studyin the feasibility of s i milar c ourse in t hos e f i e ld s . 

5. The ne~ c our se wi ll reouir e restudy and res t atenent 
of gr ou p reqlli re :J.ent s . 

{ 'Unanimously a pproved . 
-.....-




