
To: English gepartment Faculty 

From: The Co~position Review Committee, G. Murphy, Chairman 
;:. e : I--{',.J.~7'~J!.--

The fol101'/irig statement isoffcl'ed (::, background information to the 
revision of the composition sequ'?ncC'.I,:h-;..:h \-Jin be befol'e the d~flmment for 
consideration. The Composition Revie\: C();l!:nittee, as announced early in the 
fall, was charged with the responsibility of studying the elltire composition 
program. Early in the deliberc:tions, ,.'~ u('cided not just to "revise" existin~ 
courses, but to "design ll a c011posit7on pl0srarn that !'le hooed \'Iould be suited to 
the needs of our students, our d9partm~nt, and our university. 

In order to accompli'sh this: task, til~'co::':'t1i~tEC; spent a great deal of time 
this year, not just in 10okingi1tcourse d'3scriptions or hour reQuirements, 
but in discussing the general, hroad questions that underlie meaningful curr
iculum revision: what are th~ needs we must meet? what ~re the difficulties 
"Ie face? \'/hat reasonable, atta1nableends can \'Je stdve for, etc.? 

The committee began witha~ecognition of some of the problems all of us 
as teachers of comnos i ti on in til; s depi1\'trnent have faced: ' 

1. Our composition program had not undergone close scrutiny for a long time, 
and imnortant decisions affecting its "structure" had been made on an 
ad hoc basis. 

" .. ' 
Basically, not much except. adjustment of course hours or numbers had 
been done to our comoositfon of-Ferin~s .for some hJenty years-- frofTI, il} 
fact, the days of "Communication" offerings. During that time, many 
things had happened: a removal of the :'oral composition ll comoonent 
from our courses arid a subseoucnt re~uction in number of hours of 
re'quirernent and length of tir~e' VIC had students; a drastic change in 
student academic preparation 'for college;,excitin9 theory and research 
about the teaching of comDosition; t:le uddition of manddtory placement 
testing; the institution of IIdevc,lormcntalll sections of 550 and then 
English 520 later, etc.' , 

During the time,the~e si~n~fic~~i ~~~nges in student population 
and the discioline itself were goinfl on, \'/e "adiusted ll the senuence, add
ing courses to an existing framework, (which \'Ie didn't look at carefully), 
revising \'JOrding, etc. There \,,,asn1tan opportunity -- or vie didn't aVqil 
ourselves of it-- to IIstart afresh" \'lith a complete reviel'/ of the 
sequence. 

~ • 2. Obvious problems with the cour~es as thev now stand, parti~ularly with the 
550D sections, became increasingly anoarent. 

Originally, the developmental sections were instituted in order to give 
the lesser ore~ared student the ooportunity to enjoy a smaller class 
size ( and hence more individual attention) and wl'iting ce~ter support to 
bring him uo to the same place in ten \'Jeeks that "requlaY'lv" admitted 
students could attain to.,-- That hare has sim~ly not materialized: too 
many students from 5500 are simoly not ready for 551 (many because they 
lack the reading skills and ability to write about what thev had read 
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OCIlCl'd 1 1\ E:1:milus'j zed l!1ut·C 'j II !.iSU:~), <'1\1...1 :; i..u,_icn i:s drot)lled 551 a t an 
ill(1l'1i1il1~l'I'Jte (40;~). \\;l'Ikl 1_'3 eVCi1 \'IlH'se, !.;:)-/ illst;"uctO)'S fo~nd themselves 
bet\"cl'll J I'ock und il I l<.1 nl ~J'I(lCC: 'i~\f'; ill~ chilc)" 'dIe lO~'lering of their 
standJt'us for 55-1 01' qiv'il~(J rk's ·l.u dll illOi'U';Ili:l(:c number of students. 
Th-= Ill; S t2ke \';'as aile of tilC0i''': S1:~'t;CI1tS I';;W ,H'e IIbelO\'I averaqe" writers 
need 1l0l'C time to dcvc·lt'n illl'J !)j'tH.;·~·kc 'd12·it' n~ucj-jll~ and HrHillq skills, 
not jliSt i,lOre cOilecllti'aic.! iI1S·;TiX·i:·ioll. IhliJi: secli12d to be called for \'/aS 

a seCll:ellCC in \'/ilieh si.ucICIl'f.S ClJU'I( rdu'vcJ, ClltCr"illg ilt the place best 
suited fOr' them, (llld ClI'I"iv'jIlY Cli: 'i:lw cJes'ircd 'icve'l uf comoetence in 
\'/riting c:t the end uf S5·1. t:l~ d'j~~Cli:;:;cd U1C pos:;'ibilit v of )"educing 
or chanq ill~1 the focus of \Jtwt is CliiTCI1'i:lv lJc'jll~ dOllc in 551 and 
even lIlovillg I'ese 1rcll \/t'ii:'inq to ~ eGO '/cvo'j cuurse. Gut our committee 
agreed that VIC C/'id \1i1ll'~ ~;·i:lj(1cj)l:s·c., iE1\t(~ UK' c)q1er"icllce of using 
\witill(j d:; ull ·jllV(i:)i:·i~':ll·i:·'Ij(~ 'l(;Ji, 11Ji: jl.:';·t.:ic'( 1I1l'iV2l"s'itv use, but also 
as (Ill aetjv'itv TLin of Vtt'll\C Ii) (1101,1 U'j 'j'cso'i): illld for them. 

3. '1 he ~Jo Ei!'~l'y' qrucJe has 1l0i: eIG;)C \'i;ai: 'j'C \';(13 ue::; i yncd to do (or hoped to 
be able to CiO). 

4. 

Til9 I:l Si0UC \-;(.13 ·liIS-tii:l;)·.cc! .~,) (!'j,,: 'd;'~ I lrn:iVtl'i::-:d Si:l;c!c::rl: (lll opnUI"i;UllltV 
to \'/uii; IGil~ir_'t' at iri·_; ;;n'cilo~i :i!~'i';;:; i.rit.;)v·/: b2',Il'l "i,liJlrish2u" b~1 U's or 
F's Uli.'SE:ci Ix! '/iL_k (),' l'ILL1,'I,It:'i-J:: t):-.1l. I,li,!'}'-. 'J)',: h(1\':·:-.0:::21) Ids fau'it 
C");"I'I"C'j\; ('11C"IC' 'Dr-I' .; 1"'1'-'" j. 1 IJ''- \' ;,. ·;li', .. ··· .. , '-'.' : ;,-;. ".ll~' S"ITlr.l "'l'ln u 1:"1."'(' I I" .• \ 'I I t I"'~ ,. 1'- L 1.. I. .' • _, .. , .., t. I L ... I (. ,-.J .l '"' li r '- u. __ l. c.; _.:...a 

the rem:·j iCilClii: hctc 1.;():'; 'I. '::~i CI-I :. ,1 t~H ,;;:' [:~:iJl'l::::(S of 4 o. II. courses to 
·~~·;o (:~'ul"l'CTS u'f' 4 C).h.) ",,'_,; .;:~ ..... : i'.C;il, I'.~ fw'J Il~) ';spr~ciu'l truck" 
courses 0Cul'cU to i:k.:' ~1}C.:;·iL! .. ::)1; :I:;l::'; ~Ui' ·It\c..I~ of (lb'j j·jtie:;) of the 
stucicnt:;, 

tJIlCit haS tlt:tuu'/'iv h(.\;)~;::;;':~/ Li'(;l} I:;:'::; j:; 'J D~i'V2rs'iun of the intellt: 
StudCllts "US(~" 'Lh,~ ~V(lci:~ Ocr) 1 ,·:i:t;;: SJ.l'l'l:S UP Sc.h~·jClrship:;, tiJey "use" it 
to tl.::;hop" fur COuIS:::'::; 'i::!::}1 (::1 j·iL ;., tfl:~V UiC\IYJ::"(1r CllH.i eVdcie tile help 
VJ2 as ';li::;';XLictors tilll ~IL,~ \:1;:,'.1, (~'::~:. III iH.JLiidun to th2 illternal oroblems 
\rith tile ::E vie \'rji:ne:;~; so u·'''c,.Il, l:1 .. :~re 'j:.; () v2ry n:u'l Cloministrative 
prob'IEITI \'/ith tile Nt: 'iil ·~k.:' 1<.n:-cCI· of n:cord .. l:E:epiIlCj at the ull-jversity. 
~·Jllile certClin'/y not 'Lh~ r,i0:';'C c':;;w .. ~,~n'jll<J 1<::(1::;011 for c!wnqinq the grading 
S"stE:111, the acllllill'i~;ti'(l'i:'ioil'~ iCULSS':; to 'look into NE abuses and ~roblems 
deserve:; cons i derilt'i Oil. 

The (0: 1;'1 .. '':; ;·:.:jUll C':lii':;':_; ;l:; ·c:· 'r~ '"I ,.1:': d'~:('l'·i.,k'llt (H'C so vad~.:d that 
(:;:!J::c;-i~0.C·')lij of U::: i:!!l:' ',; I:: :)Il.) d:":'L; llsed (\lilich reflect 
phi 1t-~;{jr.',Ii~s of tLICflii,'I,', i "if' .' ; m ,i ;\l:'s·jvii:.-ies )~('quircd or 
(-:IlCOl')-{j~!~j, c·i:.c. u'i-ret' :;l) ;'" .11 Vi,;', :,~, 'l.Uill:;u't!etors tlwt little 
" C011li;iOll eF;~)cctutiol1" of S·t.L;Ci(':iL '''VI'~ i:, rt:iJc!J~d. 

Tll'~I:Ti: ,.;i- ccnrci'illli':I,;; :: .. I.' sc· ':')~,: .1', (.tii't,"·itioii is I'ootee! 'jn 
t':iJ Tc,ct'J":,: tiL~ 'I)}~/~~ l;;;i'-;,:~ 0',' i .;)').;(~ '~,:ilr.!l·iil(J cllla il V(l~ue, liIldcfined 
COlll"5(, C('lltCHi:. rr~,a opt ;Ol .. ; ill;' ~ ) liFI!1V Jild vadecJ that the'! cuntl'ibute 
'Iitt'le, IT ul1~/thill~J, to' could·jni:i.i~,jl; 'l'ittlc Qt" 110 dit'ecti,oll 'is given 
to tyne of \'lOrk reauil'cd. 1I)(~ rC',wlt Iws b(~ell an increase of 



, 
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lGlosyncrucv ill u (noll) sequcilcc \"Jhere studellts have to"advilllce" 
sU!)!)oscd" v, ullt! vet there 'j 5 no \/ilV fot' tcuchers to aSSU!11~ that 
st~Jdents hove !wd Sil:ljlar C;(!Jci'icIICCS 0)' illstruction. Certainly, 
110 one desires to st-if"le tlw lmjividua', o'cat-ivitv and talent of 
ins tructors, but some dC(.Iree of "C0Il1I:1011

11 knollJl edQe and comilli t
I:lent to an!)i'oclch is Ilccessclt'v. 

Our pronosi.ll, theil, \"-/e 1101)e, -jnllstrates a better (not nerfect) 
armroach to our composition !lJ'o~/l'al1l. UusicaTly, \';e have designed 

a. a sC(luel1ce oT futlt' courses, \/ j-c.1) srjd,~l1ts t'f:'i!1I i "cu to Dossess 
cel"i:Clin sk-in:.; at UL: CilU'V orJ"iln: tu ci;cil CL>Lirsc. "1"0 the stuuent 
POS52:;::;iI19 "Lilc~:;c :;:,'ins (ls~;e:;:.-c,i i.:) om' u::;:;t kl'milcc)qe bv the 
1.)·laCc.licllt C:,(J"l ullcl dii.l~!ilil::;t"ic C.;:;tl.\),. \":2 'Jffcr "dIe COU\'SC des'j<jlJcd 
1..0 il:::'ip dcvc'lo~) lhosc ~;l;i·/·I~.;. )IJ (I"t;ilC~r \".\»)'(1:.;, a uuur"l~ l)rCllclrcd 
student lllUY /lill/C to ttll,C fout' C1[I{lt'tCtS oi- C('I!I)O:;'iUOIl lS20,511 (J.!)50, 
5SI), but a \:cl·I-·llrcl1tJr eel Oile C~lIl clri:Ct' at J!)'I and cOIl1~letc thc 
SC(!UCllCe \'J j th OtH:~ cour:.;e ~ 

b. a CC·!JilliJ-t-jUtl ill diC COL:i'~)CS Ui" L'JUl rc:!c/"ilIU (.'IIUii'l"CfWl eXl)cr--ictlce, 
so -;::12'1:. :.;tll(k~ill:S C;Jil 'Ie:!i II -Lv :iCC \wicill0 rrOlill../ie !JCi'suectives 
of ooth rCilc1~t· i.llic.! \J(i ~:Ci " 

c. Cl COUI-SC 90VCtlled Ii:C)i~' c: '.I:.;cl:, Ul:IJ il,:i'C'C') PUi C, \'J i"i:1l som2 CO!ltent 
aile! c;:!~ectu-i.:i(;lh 'i:cliicli.lt:cd to !,'\ UII'ic.i2 ·jll:;trul.:-i:ur:; \!ith a de~H'ce of 

.rcasuilab"lc dhccdvn, 

d. i.l 9I'ac1-ilJ(j S\·:;l".Cljl ·i:.!FC t\)'f<:(lL:.;-!;:~ Ui,l~ -i:'J (.',.:.:1:.)') suns, but 
(iDCS !lot Ilut th~~ S'Lt:Ci:":Il(: .J)) ~, -t-'r (:;~" dIll of ,::li '-':'··l'iwb"lc.~ IJro:'lisc. 
The I~C de"loIl5triJtc~; C'lc:li'iy i-.'i': 1i~_::J -i'cn' n:rl':·l.-itiull., uHhou~lh -it 
UO(~~; Ilot PEl]()'ljL~": ti;~ ';".'. i::llV', O.'C:i';J'i"I ~·'.IX;)J2. fO'I/ever. 'if the 
StuclCllt 'is p-laced c..{)in:·~i:lv cllld 'j)"' he n::u-~jv(':; a 'JC b-:ice, he will 
have a clcat'er S1011iJ'/ given Il"illl thill! tile 1Ji: lws GOlle, 

e. CI se t of courscs ',lid ch ~:'~ hO'J2 U,JrtrllY::; \"!iTCI Ilfl Uw \'/ay \12 kllo\." it 
is done: as a UYOC2:iS vi -leunl"ill~' -/all~Uilge ;:5 the lIecd occurs and 
ill the most CTHCCjVe \;i.!Y I.lo:.;s-j[)·/c. Lly J)rov'id'ill~1 studcnts \·:ith the 
(;')lJortUtd ty to ucvi:;c ~ t: ::Lc~li c:'; 'jur LIS i IlSJ tlJ:~ DI'OCCSS \"e 11, \'1e wi 11 
S i ve thenl a much Ilion; !Jl'ClCd Cld ld nel of ill:; tt"uct-i on thull \'/e have 
GOIlC befot"e. 

The fII<':lIlocrs of tlJ,~ CUII:,():;i"l"ioil !~cviC'J (t,j,ii.iittcl' ll\'C 1,lorc i.!Jilll Iwpny to 
discu:;s Clny of the::;e !Joilrts ~·JiL.h the IIIUdu~I'S oi' the UCl)u\'l.lllent. 

"" I~: I !lhv. chairllian 
!:. ';(~Cr(lcLen 
II. Fillney 
(j, StllVllel' 

,1. na:; Oil 

T. C')n r21 fl nd 
1\ _ Budu~ 
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English 520. Basic Writing Worksh?p. Instruction in the skills neces
sary for accurate and effective wrlting. Focus is on the writing of 
syntactically well-formed and properly punctuated sentences and on the 
develo~ment of a variety of effective sentence patterns coherently ar
ranged within compositions. Students meet three hours a week for lecture 
and three hours for individualized instruction. Does not count toward 
the graduation requirement in composition or the humanities area require
ment. Open to students on the basis of English Placement Test results. 
Grading for English 520 will be A, B, C, NC. 4 q.h. 

English 540. Introductory College English. Practice in developing the 
reading and writing skills necessary to oegin English 550. Focus is on 
using active reading strategies including the writing of precis, summary, 
paraphrase, and short essays to demonstrate comprehension, retention, and 
application of college-level reading material. Does not count toward the 
graduation requirement in composition or the humanities area requirement. 
Open to students on the basis of English Placement Test results or upon 
successful completion of English 520. Grad~ng for English 540 will be 
A, B, C, NC. 4 q.h. 

English 550. Composition I. Strategies for writing essays, from the 
earliest planning stages to final revisions and editing, with emphasis on 
the roles of writer, audience, and purpose as they affect a piece of 
writing. Most essays are written in response to assigned readings. Open 
to students on the basis of English Placement Test results or upon success 
ful completion of English 540. Does.Fot count toward the major in English 
Grading for English 550 will be A, B; C, NC~ 4 q.h. 

English 551. Composition II. Continued practice in writing essays. 
Emphasis is on~e process of investigation: exploration of topics, formu 
lation of tentative theses, collection of data from suitable primary and 
secondary sources, and appropriate presentation of the results of these 
inquiries. Prerequisite: English 550 or equivalent or permit on the basi 
of English Placement Test results. Does not count toward the major in Eng 
lish. Grading for English 551 will be A, B, C, NC. 4 q.h. 

English S50H. Honors Composition I. Strategies for writing essays, from 
the earliest planning stages to final revisions and editing, with emphasis 
on the roles of writer, audience, and purpose as they affect a piece of 
writing. Writing assignments treat a broad range of ideas, especially in 
response to the reading of essays by masters of English prose. Stylistic 
experimentation is encouraged so that each student can develop a distinc
tive writing style. Prerequisite: eligibility for the Honors Program and 
permit on the basis of English Placement Test results or upon recomnenda
tion of 550 instructor. Does not count toward the major in English. Grad 
ing for 550H will be A, B, C, NC. 4 q.h. 

EngLish 551H. Honors Composition II. Executing research'on a topic of 
some depth, restilting in a substantial investigative paper. Research is 
conducted independently and focused on a single project. Prerequisite: 
Eligibility for the Honors Program and one of the following: English 
S50H or equivalent, permit on the basis of English Placement Test results, 
or recommendation of 550 or 551 instructor. Does not count toward the 
major in English. Grading for English 55lH will be A, B, C, NC. 4 q.h. 
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The follo\ving statement is offered us bacli.:~nluIlJ InforJlI;lt i011 

to the revisions of the composition COUL.;e:~ \\'hich are bcfore your 
-':onlmittce for consideration. Thc chnIlge,:; in the cour...;c~ hhich 
:~ a tis f y the 11 n i vcr sit Y l' C qui I' e Jl1 ell tin Bas icC 0 U P 0 sit ion h' ill, '\ l' 
l'~licve, constitute a program best suited to the nccus of our 
students and our university. 

1. The revic' ... · of the composition courses was unucrt~kcJl hCClll:-:;C 

of the follO\ving problems: 

T I • 

1. T 11 e C xis tin g co u r sed esc)' i p t ion s f u i 1 t 0 n~ f lc.' c t l' i..I l' 1'~' Ii t 
pructice in the classroom <ind/or rcscCll'ch about the te~ll;l
illg of composition. 

2. Thirty-six t.o forty pClccnt uf StudC!lt,; ol'cr till' 1usl. 
several years "lest bclOi; tl:C sUlJldClnl dCC1IICU llecc,S.sal'Y for 
entrallce into relTulal' blPlish :';:;U CUUL;CS. Currcnt u\..'p:lrt-
mental Dructiccs"'of oife~iIl!; u.cvelo)\;i!<..'jltul sections of 

J,.. ., <Ii. 

I:llglish 550 and usc (If the :~f; grudE: 11UI.'(' not been SUc{_~I..":"; 

ful ;::ltcl'Iwti\'es LO brillr: t!l·~se stuJ~'llL; up to the ll'i.",'l 
r c qui n~ d for S II C C e s s f u 1 C 0 III 11 1-:- L i 0 II 0 f L 11 c S e' q II C n c e, ~b 
\"itTlcs~;cd by the forty to ~;jxty perccllL ~lttritio'l/railllr\.' 
rate in [nr:1ish 551., .. 

3. The administration has lcquested a reVIC\\' of the' :\ lJ l' i \1: 
grade. 

The courses as revised offer the fo1101-;i111' solut iC.1;l.s to t I:l':;"" 
~., 

problems: 

, _, 1. The description of each cour:>e' has beel! rCh'l'dtcr. to l'l'f1l'ct 
current theol'Y Wid pnl..:tid; ~lIld especially to jnt<".~Lltl' 
reading and writing instruction,,: 

'J 
.;.. . 

.) . 

• 

Entra!1ce requirclilCIlts 1.uvc bl~Cll established for 5':;0 to 
bet t e r ins u r e U Ja t S L U d t:.' Il t. 5 lw vet he ski 11 s 11 C C e s s a r v for 
successful cOlllplet:ioll OI Lhe course; oppropriate cou;'ses 
to provide students ,':ith the instruction nL'edcu to bring 
them to those cntrance standards aTe offered. 

1 h c t: r u <.l in g 1) a t t e 1'Ii i I! "Ill CO Hl j CoSh a :5 be e 11 c h an ,l l' J i 0 

1\ Bel NC, thus providing :~ clearer picture of ~tUJCI!t 
progrc's~; in the sequellce \ihdc givillg them ;111 Ojl1'ortUIl!ly 
to illlilrove their skills h·itilOUI. penalty to the CPA • 




