(JOINT MEETINGS)
FALL SEMESTER 1955

3 November 1955

Present: Beckman, Behen, Botty, Cohen, C. Dykema, K. Dykema, Evans, J. Harder,
K« Harder, McCarty, Naberezny, O'Brien, Of'Connor, Smith, E.B., Smith, J.E

Mr, O%Brien outlined the history of the general-education movement 1n America and
discussed the rationale underlying certain proposals and programs characteristic
of that movement., In particular he called attention to:

A) The widespread dissatisfaction among educators in the 1920ts and 1930%s with
the highly specialized curricula designed to equip the graduate for a place in a
highly specialized society: Such 'specialism®, it was felt, puts knowledge into
unreal compartments, discourages the fruitful synthesis of various diseciplines,
and encourages the fragmentation of a common cultural heritages

B) Various attempts to overcome the dangers of specialization: Most educators
seem now to agree that certain (not clearly specified) facts and ideas ought to
be made the property in common of all college students; several institutions in
the past twenty years--most of them since 19,5--have set up programs requiring all
students to take survey courses in the natural sciences, the social sciences, and
the humanities (or one survey course dealing with all three divisions), and to
assimilate the ideas of all three to some kind of viable philosophy which, it is
hoped, may serve as the coping stone of fruitful interpretation, criticism, appre-
ciation and synthesis in all walks of life. This objective seems to reflect the
spirit in which general education programs as a whole are moving,

C) Examples of curriculum planning for general education: A majority of these
programs are of two types: 1) The Division Sampling program requires the student
to take survey courses in the three divisions listed in B); in such surveys the
several disciplines within each division are presumably #integrated™ and all three
surveys "icoordinated.” 2) The Orientation Course integrates the divisions as well
a8 the specific disciplines.

17 November 1955

Present: Behen, Botty, Brown, Bullough, Cohen, Dolliver, Dykema,C., Dykema, K.,
Evans, Foley, Franklin, Harder, K., Hummel, Jone, Mrs. Jone, Mayer,
Naberezny, O'Brien, OComnor, Pirie, Smith, E.B., Smith, J.E., Welsh

Mr, O'Brien illustrated from various college catalogues (notably from M,I.T., Bard,
Minnesota, Pittsburgh, and Princeton) the types of programs outlined at the Nov. 3
meeting. He discussed the problems which general education poses for the natural
sciences: 1) What ought the non-science major to know about science? 2) What kind
of program will best impart such knowledge? Scientists who have written on the
matter seem to agree that some notion of the basic concepts of science, the sesthe~
tics of it, and the religious and social implications of it are of first importance
for scientist and non-scientist alike,

1 December 1955

Present: Bare, Beckman, Behen, Botty, Dolliver, Dykema, Ce, Dykema, K., Evans,
Franklin, Gillespie, Harder, J., Harder, K., Jone, Kitchen, O'Brien,
Pirue, Smith, J.E,

Mr, Dykema proposed that the two committcees discuss the advisability of setting up
a survey course in the natural sciences analogous to the social sclence survey.
Dean Franklin emphasized the need for more humanities courses for engineers and for
more mathematics courses for business administration and social science majors.
Dean Smith proposed that Mr, Worley discuss the practicability of the natural-
goience~survey-course, This topie will be presented at the next joint meeting,

15 December,

Summaries prepared by Mr. OfBrien
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Memorandum to Professor K. W, Dykema, Chalrman

The Committee on Academic Standards :
The Youngstown University

November 10, 1955

The undersigned Sub-Committee of the Academic Standards Committee, apvointed
to conduct a survey of summer school oractices at the Youngstown University, met on
Thursday, November 3, to consider the results of the questionnaire distributed to
students and faculty members during the past summer term. Specific information on
the findings is contained in the apnended supplementary report.

Upon aporonriate examination of this material, it was the unanimous consensus
of the undersigned members of the Sub-Committee:

1. That the full Committee on Academic Standards shoulﬂlstrongly urge the
University Administration to adoot some olan that will eliminate the regular sched-
uling of Satuyrday classes during the summer term. It was noted and agreed that
such general plan should in no way a2bridge the vrivilege of any department to
schedule Saturday classes thet may be deemed essential for special reasons.

2+ That the first consideration in revising summer plans should be given to
the orovosal to create two five-weck terms of five days each, with the pericds
lengthened sufficiently to provide adequate time-coverage for existing accredi-
tization standards. (This represents the third ootion of Item #7 on the Instruc-
tor's Questionnaire--two-hour neriocds were tentatively suggested.)

It was further unanimously agrecd thct the question of teaching load during
the summer term should scriously engage the attention of the Committee on Academic
Standards., This is reccgnized as primarily a problem invelving full-time teaching
pversonnel, There was unanimous agreement thet six hours constituted a full and
sufficient teaching load in a sumrer tcerm. By a vote of L to 1, the SubsCommittee
recormmends action by the full Committee on Academic Standards, seeking accomplish-
ment of this limitation upon teaching assignment insofar, at least, as full-time
teaching personncl are concerned. It should be noted that the dissenting member
was not in disagreement with the orinciple; he sought merely to substitute "suggests”
for "recommends."

With the submission of this report, the undersigned Sub—Commlttee respectfully

requests discharge.
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR SUMMER SESSION STUDENTS: Total Rgplies 518

1. Please indicate by checking whether you are:

3bb 1. A regular student of Youngstown Ccllege.

36 2, A transfer student from some other college or university, intending
to register regulerly at Youngstown College.

47 3, A regular student from some other college or university, supplement-
ing your work in that institution with summeor credits earned at
Youngstown College.

L. Other (Please specify): 31 Post-graduates (only other sige
nificant category)

II. Please indicate briefly your orincipal reason fer attending the present
summer school session,

318 1, To accelerate your college program (graduate carlier).
50 2, To make up work lost thru irregular attendance or failure.

3. Other (Please specify): 67 working for some form of teaching

certificate (only other signifiecant catezory)

. III. Please check the sppropriate questicns with refaerence to Szturday classes.

1. Are any of your classes scheduled (on the sumer program) to meet
on Saturdey? YES 319 NO 174

2. Are you attending any class or clesses in which regular Saturday
classes are not being met by the instructor? YES 143 NO 75

3. If the above arswor is YES, what substitute 15 providedTor the
roguler Saturday class? _See mote 1L

Le Are thcie neisoral roesons which make attendance at Saturday classes
impossihie ur undesirable for you?

Most frequent reason "have to work'; 3 mindents (one
Seventh Day Adventist, two Jewish) noted "religiom®

IV. As you prebably know, accrediting asscciaticons gonerelly require a minimum

a—

——

of 15 hours of cless meeting per hour of semester hour credit (30 hours for
leboratory periods). In view f this necessity and assuming thet it is desirable
to contimie providing cpocertunity fer completion of 12 scmester hours' credit
per summer (6 each term), which of the fcllowing plans do you favor:

232  The present plan, invelving the two five-weck terms of six days each,
‘ with classes meeting 1% hours.

36  Two six.weck terms of five days ench, with classcs meeting 13 hours.

(Not» thot, *uis olan would extend swamer clascer o wibthin a few davs
of the roegaler fall sessicn. Closing date this swamer, for instounce,
would be Septenber 3.)
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236 Two five-weck terms of five days each, with classes ltngthened to
T approximately 1 hour and 50 minutes. {(Note that this plan would
lengthen t?e nresent typical student's day, extending it wecll into the
ante "con, )
14 Sone cher plan: Please specify. (Remember that this cucsticn
ssuincs the nocessity of providing 12 semester hours' ceredit.
Substitute outside work for Sat. classes -- 6; change to
guarter gsystem ~-- 2; add ten min, to each class -~-"1l; one
fen=week term, © e . 1 Hour per day -- 1;  one
ten-week term, 6 days per week, 45 min. per day -- 1;
option (1) or (3] favored equally -- I; eliminate class
break -- 1; lengthen only classes that need extra time -- 1.

V. Please add volow ony other comment, suggesticn, or criticisn joa mey have
about eny vhasc of summer schocl procedures.

l, Most frequent cri@%cism -~ "too much work".

g£. 2nd most W == "more night classes in summer, -
3. 3rd most freq. " -~ "New gquarters or better facilities for the
- B T ATt Devartementy, -

4, 4th " " " =~ "morc Phys. Ed, courses in summer",

5. Two students objeccted to instructors not nolcing Saturday classes
as scheduled, It sppears that they had to drive some 8istance _
for one e¢lass that was regularly held.

s e emam — -t ——

VI. Pleasc comment upon whether, in your ovinicn, an opportunity to carn up to
12 hours' credit has any effect upon student attendance at Youngstown College
Summer Schocl. That is, would ycu, or cthers of whom you know, be equally
interested in summer sessions cffering less than 12 hours of possiblc credit?

193 not interested in attending for less than 12 hours credit,*

_ 54 think it would make no_diffcrence,
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Note 1. SUBSTITUTES FOR SATURDAY CLASSES: .added class time -- 76:
term papers -- 42; extra work -- 16; no substitute -- &
field trips or movies -- 1; individual reports =--1;
office hours -- 1l; reading reporis -- 1.
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YOUNGSTOWN COLLEGE :

TO ALL INCGTRUCTORS CF SUWT:ER SCHCOL CLASSLS:

—

The Academic Standards Committee of Youngstown Collepe has avoointed a fact-
Pindi oun to conduct a study of certal 1 and student practices »nd
finding , duct astudy of certain faculty and student practices and
preferences in comnection with Swmer School procedures, with particular reference
te the status of Saturday classes, Your cocperation in renlying to the enclosed
faculty questionnaire and in dietributing and returning the student questionnaires
will be grestly aovoreciated. 1t is desired that student resporse be as represen-
tative as possidble without irvolving complex procedures, 1t is thercfore thought
bat _ bl thout 1 g pl It g’ fore thought
that dstribution to the classes meeting from 9:40 to 11:10 will sccomplish this
purpose most satisfacterily. Please arrange to conduct this survey cn the day

that the forms arc given to you. They will be collected nesr the close of the

period,



YOUNGSTOWN COLLEGE !
SUMMER SESSION QUESTIONNAIRE-~eFCR FACULTY MEMBERS ONLY

1., Your Hame SULARY

2. Please check whether FULL  ime _35  or PART Time _oj Total 56
3. Plecse indicate below the clesses you are scheduled to teach during the present
summer term (1955),

Dept. Cat« No, T No. Credit Time Days Tern

v aprars ———— — - o .

i« Are any of your classes schedvled to mect on Saturdays ( in the Summer School
bulletin? YES ah NO 22
otners did
5. Do you regularly meet your Scturday classes? YES 20 NO 15 not have
Sat. classes
6. If answer to Questicn 5 is NC, please indicate what substitute is provided.

Extend‘period in some manner == 7: term paper -- 2: outside work or field

trips =- 1; conference work from 3 to li DeMe == 13 additional reseanch me 1l;

students work independently over week ends == 1; corference work == 1: 1a

substitute == 1.

T« As you probably know, accrediting associations generally require a minimum of
15 hours of class mceting per hour of semester hour credit (30 hours for labora-
tory periods). 1In vicw of this necessity and assuming that it is desirable to

continue providing oo viunity fer completion of 12 semester hours' credit per

summer (6 each term), vhich of *+he following plans do you favor:

% 21+ The present plnn,1invnlving two five-week terms of six days each, with
classes meeting 1 hours,

1 Twe six-week torms of five (s anch, with classes meeting 1% hours,
(Note thot this plon would crbond cummer classes to within a few days
of the regular fall session. Closing date this summer, for insbtance,
would be September 3.)
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* 285 Twe five-weck terms of five days cach, with classes léngthened to
"~ approximately 1 hour and 50 minutes. (Note that this plan would
lengthen the present typical teacher's day, extending it well into the
afternoon, )
5 Some other plan: Please specify. (Remember that this question

assumcs the necessity of providing 12 semester hours' credit,
Une eight week session =- 23 quarter plan -- 2; one nine week
session == 1l,.

«fs
3K

one response favored option 1 or option 3 eaquallv,

8. Please indicatc your attitude toward Saturday classes (in Swrmoer) by checking
the appropriate statement below:

19 Highly undesirable. Should be eliminated at slmost any cost.

1)y Undesirable perhops, but preferable to most or all of the possible
alternatives,

17 Neutral. No particular like or dislikec.

0 Like Saturday classes. Think they should be retoined under any possible
plan for Summer School.
. 6 No answer . L .
9. Discarding the assumpticn that it is necessary to provide 12 semester hours
of credit opportunity, would ycu continue tc faver the plan checked or described

above? YES )0 NO Wo answer 10 See below for additional comments.

6

10. If you checked NO on Question 9 abcve, please describe the plan you think
would be most suitable for summer classes.
Single session of 6 - 8 wecks, teach alternate swuers -- 1; one eight week
tern 1 + ;

days per week =~ 13 one 8 - 10 week tern and teach alt
no possible alternate to offering 12 hours of credit -- 1; one nine week term,
teach alternate susmers -- 13 classes meet 5 davs, proiects on Saturdayv —- la

n Y —
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ADDITTONAL CCi EXIS Ok GUBSTION 9:

Question 9 ambiguous =~ l.

Question 9 too vague -- 1.

Change to cquarter systewm and then work out oroblem -- 1.
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Several volunteer corments criticized excessive summer work load.



