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(JOINT MEETINGS) 
FALL SEMESTER 195, 

3 November 1955 

Present: Beckman, Behen, Botty, Cohen,. C. o,.kema, K. Dykema, Evans, J. Harder, 
K. Harder, McCarty, Naberezny, O'Brien, O'Connor, Smith, E.B., Smith, J.E 

Mr. O'Brien outlined the history of the general-education movement in America and 
discussed the rationale underlying certain proposals and programs characteristic 
of that movement. In particular he called attention to: 

A) The widespread dissatisfaction among educators in the 1920's and 1930's with 
the highly specialized curricula designed to equip the graduate for a place in a 
highly specialized society: Such "specialism", it was felt, puts knowledge into 
unreal compartments, discourages the fruitful ~thesis of various disciplines, 
and encourages the fragmentation of a common cultural heritage. 
B) Various attempts to overeome the dangers of specialization: Most educators 
seem now to agree that certain (not clearly specified) facts and ideas ought to 
be made the property in common of all college students; several institutions in 
the past twenty years--most of them since 1945--have set up programs requiring all 
students to take survey courses in the natural sciences, the social sciences, and 
the humanities (or one survey course dealing with all three divisions), and to 
assimilate the ideas of all three to some kind of viable philosophy which, it is 
hoped, m~ serve as the coping stone of fruitful interpretation, criticism, appre
ciation and synthesis in all walks of life. This objective Seems to reflect the 
spirit in which general education programs as a whole are moving. 
C) Examples of curriculum planning for general education: A majority of these 
programs are of two types: 1) The Division Sampling program requires the student 
to take survey courses in the three divisions listed in B); in such surveys the 
several disciplines within each division are presumably liintegratedit and all three 
surveys Hcoordinated. iI 2) The Orientation Course integrates the divisions as well 
as the specific disciplines. 

17 November 1955 

Present: Behen, Botty, Brown, Bullough, Cohen, Dolliver, Dykema,C., Dykema, K., 
Evans, Foley, Franklin, Harder, K., Hummel, Jone, Mrs. Jone, M~er, 
Naberezny, O'Brien, O'Connor, Pirie, Smith, E.B., Smith, J.E., Welsh 

Mr. O'Brien illustrated fram various college catalogues (notably fram M.I.T., Bard, 
Minnesota, Pittsburgh, and Princeton) the types of programs outlined at the Nov. 3 
meeting. He discussed the problems which general education poses for the natural 
sciences: 1) What ought the non-science major to know about science? 2) What kind 
of program will best impart such knowledge? Scientists who have written on the 
matter seem to agree that some notion of the basic concepts of science, the aesthe
tics of it, and the religious and social implications of it are of first importance 
for scientist and non-scientist alike. 

1 December 1955 

Present: Bare, Beckman, Behen, Batty, Dolliver, Dykema, C., Dykema, K., Evans, 
Franklin, Gillespie, Harder, J., Harder, K., Jone, Kitchen, O'Brien, 
Pirue, Smith, J.E. 

Mr. Dykema proposed that the two committees discuss the advisability of setting up 
a survey course in the natural sciences analogous to the social science survey. 
Dean Franklin emphasized the need for more humanities ~ourses for engineers and for 
more mathematics courses for business administration and social science majors. 
Dean Smith proposed that Mr. Worley discuss the practicability of the natural
:;;'~ience-survey-course. This topis will be presented at the n~ joint meeting, 
l5 December. 

Summaries prepared by Mr. O'Brien 
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Memorandum to Professor K. W. nvkema, Chairman 
The Committee on Academic Standards 
The Youngstown University 
November 10, 1955 

The undersigned Sub-Committee of the Academic Standards Committee, appointed 
to conduct a survey of summer school practices at the Youngstown University, met on 
Thursday, November 3, to consider the results of the questionnaire distributed to 
students and faculty members during the past surmner term. Specific information on 
the findings is contained in the apnended supplementary report. 

Upon aporopriate examination of this material, it was the unanimous consensus 
of the undersigned members of the Sub-Committee: 

1. That the full Committee on Academic Standards shou~strongly urge the 
University Ad'11inistration to adopt some plan that will eliminate the regular sched
uling of Saturday classes during the summer tern. It was noted and agreed that 
such general plan should in no W2.y e. bridge the pri vile go of any department to 
schedule Saturday classes th<'.t may be deemed essential for special reasons. 

2. That the first consideration in revising SUTImler plans should be given to 
the proposal to create two five-week terms of five days ('ach, with the periods 
lengthened sufficiently to provide adequate time-coverage for oxi.sting accredi
tization st.!md2.rds. (This represents the thtrd ontion of Item #7 on the Instruc
tor's Questionnaire--two-hour periods were tentatively suggested.) 

It was further unanimously agreed th[,t the qu(::;stion of tee,ching load during 
the summer term should seriously engage the att(:ntion of the Committee on Academic 
Standards. This is reccgnized as primarily a problem involving full-time teaching 
personnel. There was unanimous c.f!reement thEt six hours constituted a full and 
sufficient teaching load in a SUInJ'l'Cr term. By a vote of 4 to 1, the SubroCommittee 
recorunends action by the full Committee on Academic Stp.ndards, seeking accomplish
ment of this limitation upon teaching assignment insof2r, at le2st, as full-time 
teaching pcrsonnol are concerned. It should bo noted thc.t the dissenting member 
was not in disagreemont with the nrinciplE'; he sought merely to substitute "suggests" 
for "recommends." 

With tho submission of this roport, tho undersigned Sub-Committee respectfully 
requests discharge. 

'~t1~, __ _ 
J. F. Swartz, Chairman . 

;" -L/ 
~cZ\ 

c. :f.o., Worley 

rs 
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gUESTIONNAlRE FOR SUMHER SESSION STUDENTS: Total R~plies 

4> . 
518 

1. Please indicate by checking whether you are: 

155 1. A regular student of Youngstovm College. 

36 2. A transfer student from some other college or university, intending 
to rogister regul?~ly at Youngstown College. 

47 3. A regular studont from some other college or university, supplement
ing your work in that institution with suinmor credits earned at 
Youngstown College. 

4. Other (Please specify): 31 Post-,radu.;a.tes (only otbe"r sig

nificant category) 

II. Please indicate briefly your principal reason for attending the present 
summer school session. 

318 1. To accelerate your college progr:ml (gradu<?.te o (1,rlier ). 

50 2. To make up work lost thrn irregular [l.ttendance or failure. 

3. Other (Please specify): 67 working for some form of teachjng 

certificate (only other significant categQr~) 

• III. Please check the c.ppropl'iate qUQstions with reference to S2.turday classes. 

• I 

1. Art; any of your classes scheduled (on the summer program) to meet 
on SaturdC.'.y? YES 319 NO 174 

2. Are you. nttending any class orclasses in which regular Saturday 
cl['.sscs are not being met by the instructcr? YES 143 NO 75 

3. If the abcv0 P..:t:::i<T()I' is YES, what substitute lS provided-nlr the 
rcgul::;x' S2.tU:."lJ.~· ,..;J 1.88? See note 1 ____ . __ . ___ -.",.....,-____ .,..-__ 

4. Are thc:.:o r;,,::.: G:.[,:: I, yr;['sons vJhich mnkc attenda!:ce at. SiJ.turday classes 
imposs::':f\::i.E~ 'JI' 'J.nd.(;sirable for you? 

Most frequent reason "have to work"; 3 etu.dents Cone 

Seventh Day Adventist .. two Jewish) ~sL "reJ 1 ii onT~ ._ 

IV. As you probnbly knOl'l1, accrediting associ.c.tions gcnen:lly require a minimum 

of 1, hours of cJC.S[) m\;cting pOI' hnur of semester hour creCit (30 hours for 

lc,boratory periods). 11: Yim~ rf t:l:i.s nccessj.ty and nssuminc th['.t it is desirable 

to continue providing op~)ortunity f('r c,'mpletion of 12 semester hours' credit 

per summer (6 each t(mn), ulYLch vf the fcllnwing plans do you favor: 

232 The Pl'osant pl~m, involving the two five-week terms of six days each, 
with Cb.2SCS meeting l'~ hours. 

TW0 8i:x.··~reck tcrr0[; of five days c[;ch, with Sl.::tS3(;S mcoting I! hours. 
(Nct.~~ tt-.:.i, ':'l:':C; ;):,c;,"1 would extend smnmcr Cl.?S:?0::" ~_,., '".i,t',td.n !l feliT d.:::.ys 
of thc:"'_t:;>:~' j';:, :.1 sGssion. Closing date t.h:i.d Sur,!118 I' , for inst.:'.~'Jco, 

would bo SnptcJllbor 3.) 
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236 Two five-week tenns of five days each, with classes It:ngthf~ned to 

apprcxir'1<'.toly 1 hour <:.nd 50 minutes. (Noto thect this p:!.~n '.Jsuld 
lengthen the nrcsent typical student's day, extendir.cg iL Fell into the 
Di.'tc~rloon. ) 

14 SIX,,() (~,ll\:;~ plan: Pleaso specify. (Remember that thi.3 (~uc::t1.cn 
aSS'l'i:1C.s ':.:.110 l1.Jcessity of providing 12 semester hours' c(,6d~.t. 
Substitate outside work for Sat. classes -- 6; change to 
quartersystea -- 2: add ten min. to each class --' 1; one 
ten::we-elt-'teI'Dl, b a:a:ye per week. 1 hour :per-lIay-"::"--I;' 'one 
ten-week term, 6 days per week, 45 min~ per day -- 1; 
option (1) or (3) favored egaally -- I; -errrniIiatecTasS
break -- 1; lengthen only classes that need extra time -- 1. -- - ....... -.-~ - ---.. ,.----~--- _.-..... _.-

v. PlPQse .'1C1d b~.lm'J ,:'.H:y· ()'~,hor comment, suggcstirn, or cri tiGiDe ;, (),), m<.,~{ Lela 
about. 2.r:y rhec8C: cf :3llrrll,lOr school procedures. 

1. Mos t f re..!1!!en t~c;;..r-,l.;;;;.· _tl.'w· ..;..c ... i~s_m_-r--_n_t_o ... o...,..m:~ll,.....,..c_h_w..,;;o_r ... k.;..."...;.;..... 
2'. ano:-'most if " -- "more ' night classes insumme'r'i':-----·----
~ __ .~_~_1l_.~.!'_s_t,,~r~9,.!', ____ ~ ___ ~- "New gu.a~ers:r: or b~!..te;-_fC!:~,~ .. !~.!!.~s. for, !he 

lxt ~nar~emen~". 
4. 
5. 

4th n II " __ "more l'hlS: Ed. courses in summer". 
Two stud.ents objected to instructors not holc.ing-saiura:a.y-'-c:""l~a.-s-ses 
as scheduled. It ~ars that they ha.d to ~iY~, __ ~..Q.m..§..._di§!tanc~_ 
for one class that was regularly held. 

--------------------------------------------------------
-----

VI. Please cc)mmcnt upon whether, in your o,?inicn, an oppcrtuni ty to carn up to 
12 hours' credit has any effect upon student attendance at Young;stown College 
SU.'1rmer School. That is, would yeu, or ethers of whom you know, bo oqually 
interosted in summer sessions offering less than 12 hours of possible credit? 

193 not interested in attending for less than 12 hours cred2- t.~* 

_p4 think it would ma.ke_.~(L.difference..!~---__________ _ 

_ __ ~. ___ ... _ .. S" __ ...... _.~_ ...... ___ • ____ ... ___ ~ ..... _____ ... ___ _ 

-----_._-,--_._--------_.- .. -........ --. .. _..,.....--_ ......... _--........... _._-
Note 1. SUBSTITUTES FOR S~TURD~Y CLASSES: ~dded clas~ time -- 76; 

term papers -- 42; extra work -- 16; no substitute -- a; 
field trips or movies -- 1; individual reports --1; 
office hours -- 1; reading reports -- 1 • 



YOUNGSTOliiN COLLEGE 

TO FLL INSTRUCTOES C1" mr,'?;.'SR SCHCC',L CLASE:~~S: 

The Academic Stand3.rds ComT"ittee of Youngstovm College has 8Dpointec1 a fact-

finding groun to conduct a stun.y of certain facHl ty and stuc'ent practices ,"nO. 

preferences in connection Ivith Summer School procedures, with particular reference 

to the; status of Saturday c18sscs. Your cooperat:i.on in re:nlying to the enclosed 

faculty questionnaire and 1.1:. distributing and returning the student qUGstionnaires 

will bo gre3.tly 3.T):)reciated. It is desired that student respopst:. be cUi represen-

tC'.tivc 2.S pi)ssiblc "Tithout imTol:v'i.ng complex PTOcrQUres. It -Ls thcrefore thollgilt 

that di::;tribution to the cl8.sSCS meeting from 9 :1.:.0 to 11 :10 1vill <lcGomplish this 

purpose most satisfactorily. ';)le.::lse arrange to conduct this ~3UrV(y cn tho day 

that tho forms arc given to you. 'rhcy vJj_ll bo collected 11C<.r the close of the 

period. 
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YOUNGS'l'O\"JN COLIJEGE 
Sm.~1ER SESSION QUESTIONNAIRE--.. FOR l"ACULTY HEt·1BERS ONLY 

1. Your Name 

2. Please check "rhother FU1!; ime ~ or PART Time -22- Total 56 

3. PIecese indicate below tho clo.sses you e.re scheduled to te[;.ch during tho present 

summer term (1955). 

Ce>.t. No. IBN No. Credit Time Term 

---------- ----------

-----
4. Are any of your classos scheduled to meet on Snturdoys ( in the Summer School 

bulletin? YES ~ NO -Z2-

5. Do you regularly mef;t your S.s.turdc.w clo.sses? 

6. If answer to Question 5 is NO, plense incli.c<:'.te 

otilers did 
NO ~ not have 

,Sat. classes 
who.t substitute is pro\~dod. 

YES 20 

Extend period il( sone manner -:..lL. ter\ll repel' -- ?i- outl.7iQ.e jiOrl' Qr f-j eJ d 

trip~ -- 1; conference work lrom. 3 tQ h r2.mo 1; add; tj anal resA;)"cb - .. l; 

_ students Hork independertly over week ends -- 1; ~or4'el'el1ce work -- J; no 

suosti tute -- 10 

7. As you prob['..b1y know, accroditing [~ssociations eanerally require a minimum of 

15 hours of class meeting per hour of semester honr credit (30 hours for labora-

tory periods). In V'j C\-J of this necessi tv and assuming thr~t it is desirable to 

continue provLd:.Ln,! (.!:,. l,J,l.mi.t.y fr.r c(:mpletic!n of 12 SClTI0Jotcr houri} I eredi t per 

summer (6 eacb, term), Fhich of' tht" fol.loTrJing plans d8 you fnvor: 

~"~ Tho present pI!'.n, 1 i·nvolv·ing t\J~) five-i'JOck terms of six dllYs erech, with 
classes mooting 1:,), h()11I'S. 

Two SiX-I-1"Gek terms of f:i.vC' i'-'-: "r!r.h, 1rJ:i.th clc~sses meoting l! hours. 
(Note tht~t thir; nb.n ~muld. (.;'1:.,'/ ::,mnor clnsi:30s to wi thin a fOif days 
of tho regular fall session. CIJ[,ing Jate this summer, for inst;:',nce, 
would bl) September 3.) 
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Two five-week terms of five days celch, with cle.sses l~ngthcned to 
approxiI'lately 1 hour and 50 minutes. (Noto that this plan would 
longthen the present typical teacher's day, extending it well into the 
afternoon.) 

Some other plan: Please specify. (Hemembcr thnt this qUE.:sticn 
assumes the necessity of providing 12 semester hours' credit. 
One eight Vleek session -- 2; quarter plan -- 2; one nine v18ek 
session -- 1 • .. 

one response f'avo:ced oDtion 1 or oEt; on 3 eoually? ___ _ 

8. Please indicato your attitude toward Saturday classes (in S'.lJ:iFJtT) by chocking 
the appropriate stakment below: 

~ Highly undesirable. Should be eliminated at ~~lmost any cost • 

...1.bL Undesirable perho,ps, but preferable to most or E~ll of the possible 
a Itorna ti va s. 

17 Neutral. No pc.rticulnr like or dislike. 

o Like Saturday classes. Think they should be retc'ined under any possible 
---- plan for Summer School. 

6 No answer 
9. Discarding the assumpticn th~,~t it is necessary to provido 12 semester hours 
of credit opportunity, would yeu cc-ntinue tc favor the plim chocked or described 
above? YES JJQ... NO ~ Eo answer 10 See below' for add::Ltional COlnments. 

10. If you checked NO on Question 9 abOVE:, pleilso describe the plan yeu think 
would be most sui t.able for summer cla.sses. 
Single session of 6 - 8 weeks, teach alternate SUJill:lerS -- 1; one eight week 
term ;> days per lv-eel.;: -- 1; one 8 - 10 lv-eek ter;il and teech al tE?rlla te sWOfu.ers 1; 
no possible alternate to offering 12 harTS of credit -- 1; one' nine week teriU, 
-teach alternate sw,:mers -- 1; classes meet :2 da".Ts, proiects 9"'1 SaturdaY -- Ie 

ADD:Cl'Im·iJ'LL COHEl'f','.,lS O{; ~/l];S':Lj2:Ol: 9: 
(~2uest::_on 9 ambigeJ.Ous -- 1. 
question 9 too vaQ;l'.e -- 1. 
Change to quarter systec1 and. then work out !)robleIil -- 1. 

Several volunteer corar,lents criticized excessive sum:mer work load. 

RS 


