
MEMORAJ'lDUM
October 20, 1911

To: Members, Academic Affairs Committee

From: V. A. Richley, Chairman

Subject: ATTACHED MATERIALS

Attached you will find:

1. Minutes of our last meeting (October 15, 1971) •

2. My proposed Senate report as directed by the
committee.

3. The survey data on tenth week tests made by
Dr. G. Williamson.

Please review these materials, in particular my
proposed Senate Report, and direct your comments to me. Barring
substantial disagreemnt, in which case another meeting will be
called, the report will be made to the Senate on November 5, 197~.

VAR:js

cc: A. R. Curran
G.A. Dobbert
E.E. Eminhizer
R. Kreutzer
J. Roderick
F. Rosenberg
M. Siman
E.E. Edgar
J.A. Scriven
P~esident Pugsley

tAfrs. Sch.nuttgen
M. Brunner
G. Williamson

Attachments



Pl"ee~nt"Wal'~t\lIl R. Cur1"~W;,# ,t;!" A9 Dobber't$ E;" g", Emll:1.h:h~el:;

J 0 Rodax·1.e;k, Mo S1JaAn, Eo i~" Edga.,l'p ~" ErU~l€ir1l ~'Vtd '\L
R1ohley~ Gh~1rB~.

Chairman. R1ehl.ey opened t:h'i~ ~eet~>ng by llt~.klfig for '?'olu.ntiG:\!x'SiJ
for Secret&ryo 4\ft~r prolnnged s11enee~ G~ A~ Dobbert ~~s

£hanghaid"

Chairman explained that 'th~1..s til"'fit m~eting lITas tc be
devoted to unfinished business of the preceding canmi~te80

:namt:ly two 1 tams: (1) polit:,,. statel!lent regarding g1:71.:I'18:
one~hou.r ~xa.ms in the week b~rore .r1nals ~ (,,) 9. char.,ge in.
graduation requirements for ROTC studentse

In regard to the first ltem~ the Chail~&l distributed ~ memo
addressed to him by. th~ Vl(:e President for Aeadem1,\1 i ... ffe;.~~:rfJ,
containing an exerpt fre~ the itl.inuts~ ot the Deans Counetl
rega~1r~ the Council's reaction to the statement ~f the
Academic Affairs Comm1tt~e~ Chairman Riehley ~xp]Alned

briefly the problem, nam~ly that the Camm1tteeijs attentlcn
had been drttwn to it by 01'18 faculty !l.1t,!:lmber lfho had polled
h1s student't and found ilt\, ~:mbsta:nt.lal I1Uldber being E1 &d.dled.
wi th exams in the week preceding finale.. The C'om.nJi ttetJ
lIembers are referred to tEl£: 8l:ppend1x to the minute;;:; Q C cm.ta1J'i·~

ing th~ minutes of the COlW'..ilttee meeat1ng ai; t,ihieh th€H;~'$

statistics were J1X"e88nt@O.e Vice Pras1d.ent Edgu said. t;ht'l.t
he personally felt that ~o~e kind of policy statement mlght
be helpful to the stude:r!t,s; that o however!) the Deans C1)tmeil
felt that their endorsing su~h a polioy wonld '~ interfariX4~

too. much wl th aoadell10 f'ri'{\aom; and@ upon questiC!7l1:ng :t'rom.
the members, said that the feeling of the De~s Cowlcil ~~
rather unanimous on this qu.e~t1ono Numerous qu~stions ..ezra
asked 9 suoh as whether ~l'7b.aps final exam1nationa were not
g1ven in the last week; that perhaps this could be blamed
for some of the schedul1.ng of the exa.mlnation~ during the
last week before f1nals.. Qu.est1<m:'!l were also raised as to
h~w re11abll/! the 1.ntol"lul'tiQn wa.s t since the Com.mJ. tt~e q;~ ~I.etlon

seemed to have been based upon the report of ~r.~ 1nstruot~~~

A" Ro Curran wondered whether C)t~e.:r in;t.ztl'"\...~t':l"5 he.d. ;<)c:{::e~B to
t.his lnforJlatlon~ and tttat. &8 tj;'r. sa ";;.e~as eU"t'en1tHi o he W:i:..8
siding with the d~MiI. insots,;;," as :'l1~ CW1l 'p~1:1C1 't<:f:x8 t~ al1o~



,~}!it:rGl,.:~~~:r ~r;,lp~~~·~ l;~.~ti '"
tQ".~t; ti'J:l; \~O hi~~\"'i th~!, G,,,:..s.u,~... ;;,>,.,,~;,z

;;:he.,tx~ X'taj!¥l~,~i~f.i~; i t \W>;':IJ~ t~,~1?~

()'thl1):1t l~li!"i.l'~i1.;;::.t~~1"r;! ,)

t;~~.M,a the~ ~t: t;~Jrlj,t'~fJ ~th8:t"

tenti~n W~3 ~l~~ given
r.i oulci \'):rJ.fOl't30 l:!rr;iJ~}~ ;§J. poll~J.· n

:tn rel1&no>a ~. \Ooo~:I'iilt10\ln

tlwn tl!i:ti.torQ1~g "t ..
C~~lr 'f;hen !1't~i}!JII'te:-d. thl!9 ft)ll,)'fI,)'lng SiI;.l:t(fl'lJ!at~.'~f;!;'?i" f)'!:1s;t tt3
fox' th~ C~1tte. to dr~p th~ ~~tt~r ~nt1r~11~ Th~ ~ee~d

:14 for the C~it.tee to dl",~'i'~ & ~~~t~m.~lit &'(1\:1 pl'e;'l6t1t ~:t

before the Senat4!. The third tv @Qlli\et ~~:fre r61i~bl~t

da:ta and then to pres\iJnt it ~L'~'h awtateMen:t 'to th~ S'iH1Sl.'t:;tiii",
Th~ majority or the Cammlttee It th~t the m~tt~r should
not be dropped, and s8em~d. to favor the gather1r.~ of ~or~

aoourlfttA da.ta.. Thi$ then 'brcu<~ht up the qu,eztiou of 1;~ctj,(~&,

l'u\'m.ely, that it would be 1Ilptl~Bl:bl€l to come before the Senate
with a stat&me»t ~t111 to O~ ~doptad for the final period,
of thl~ fall q\~tero s1ne~ th~~0 was general ~gree~ent t~it

d.s.ta should. 'be gathered during the 'Week before f'inILO\la ~ A::t':,.e};'
sOIle furth~r d.lan~,:.u,slon as to tact~"c~m it was g.on\~]"ally agr~l~tl

'b1 the C0iiJDl1ttee that the ChIJ.:l:eWUi ~h>I,ll express t:he CO~~1:lttte~~f'

thinking on this matter in a pr~lim1nAr1 report to b~ giv~n to
the Senate. This report would ~ontQ1n statistios whl~h

promptGd the ~tlon,ot the pr~c~dlng camm1ttee 8~i th~ annyun~~~

ment that the Committee. a1'te~ gathering more substantial d~t~~

would mak8 a tollowup report to the Senate. Chair sald th~t

he would drll.w up such a statEtll.t~nt and circulate 1. t .for i'}~re:l'lt&'.i

to all the ..ber••

Chairman also reported that It~~ Two. regarding gra4uation
requirements tor B.OTe studentl.'t ll was in the han,d,le fir 'the
cu.rrlc~41UJI G~lttee and. d.epsnd1ng upon the CUJ,"':t"'leultm
Cooi'etas's action, this COiml\.lttee might or might n::it be
involved in that question Qg~in~

Cha.ir adjour..ned the Beetins T;f:l th the almouncement tt'l.&t the
next meeting ~hall'b& called &t his dlseret10n p which mat
with the approval of the Comm1ttee$



of
Youngstown State University

by
The Academic Affairs Committee

The Academic Affairs Committee has no formal motion to bring before
the Senate today. Its report is intended to acquaint Senate members with
a problem the committee is currently studying and to gain their support
in its solution.

History on the problem in question begins on April 21, 1971, when
Dr. Gilbert Williamson (Civil Engineering) called the committee's attention
to the practice of some faculty members who schedule hour-long exams during
the tenth week of the quarter. A survey he conducted (Winter 71 quarter)
revealed that in a sample of 81 Engineering students approximately 1/2 of
them were scheduled for two or more tests during the tenth week of the
quarter. Five of these students were scheduled for four tests during1hat
period resulting in the possibility of eight exams scheduled over a time
span of two weeks. He pointed out, and the committee agreed, that stu
dents faced with a series of such tests in the tenth week must simulta
neously study current material, prepare for current tests and prepare for
final exams scheduled for the following week. A stUdent's academic per
formance over this highly intensified two weeks period could determine
50\ or more of his letter grade in an eleven weeks course.

The Academic Affairs Committee discussed the problem at some length
and decided that while academic freedom preserves for faCUlty the right
to determine their own techniques for teaching, testing and grading it
also imposes the responsibility for careful planning of course related
activities, tests in particular. The committee was reluctant, however,
to recommend that Senate adopt a policy forbiding faculty from scheduling
hour-long tests during the tenth week of a quarter. Instead, it has
elected to proceed in the following manner.

1. Acquaint Senate members with the problem through
this report and ask their cooperation.

2. Gather a larger data base by sampling the number
of hour-long exams given during the tenth week
of the Fall 71 quarter.

3. Formulate its recommendations based on the larger
data base and solicit the support of the Council
of Academic Deans.

4. Make its recommendations to Senate.

The Academic Affairs Committe requests that Senate members seek out
the faculty they represent and acquaint them with the problem at hand.
The committee further requests that they strongly urge their colleagues
not to schedule hour-long exams during the tenth week of the quarter.

Repectfully Submitted
Victor A. Richley, Chairman
November 5, 1971

VAR:js



TO: Member$, Academic Affairs Committee

,/ FROM: V 0 A. Rich ley , Chairman

SUBJECT: Survey on Tests Given During the Tenth Week

The following survey was made by Dr. Gilbert Williamson
<Civil Engineering) and presented to the Academic Affairs
Committee on April 21, 1971.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - -
SURVEY

Question: How many tests did you have . the tenth week of1n
the winter quarter?

Nwnber of Tests 0 1 2 3 4

Class No. 1 (Jr. , 17) 3 7 ·4 2 1

Class No. 2 (Jr. , 20) 3 6 7 4 0

Class No. 3 (Jr., 22) 7 3 7 2 3

Class No. 4 (Sr., 22) 11 6 4 0 1

TOTALS 81 24 22 22 8 5

Some observations by the Academic Affairs Committee:

30' of students polled had 0 tenth week tests.

70' of students polled had 1 or more tenth week tests.

43\ of students polled had 2 or more tenth week tests.

16' of students polled had 3 or more tenth week tests.

6\ of students polled had 4 or more tenth week tests.
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