
Ja.nu<lry 5, 1940 

To LOjj'.b ol's of t h o Fa.cul t :T: 

One o f the r equirel.lCll1-G s fo r t he deG r eo s of Bacholor of Ar t s , 
Bfw llolor of Sci eEc8, a.ell, Ba cholo r of Scien c c i n Educat iol;' i n Youl1i:,stm,lll 
Co ll q ; e is the following : "No studcnt shall be g r adu a ted v/h o ]10.8 nO -G 
sa ti s fi od the h ead of t h e EnGlish depart ment c on cerninG h is pro f ic iency 
i E t h o usc of BnGlish. 1I (Ca.-Galo e Number 1939-19 tl0, · pp.32, 35, 36). It 
is a s sumeci. b;;- the Ellblish departl.,ont thctt t iw,t profici ency has b oe:. 
a t t e inud i f the studen t h a s complete d EnGlish 101-102 vrith a g r a de o f C 
or 'be t ter. But it is ir.lpossibl o for t he Englisl1 dopartnlcnt to co:npe l 
t b.:: studon t t o -.Trito h :CLbi tuc..lly , irl and out o f school, il1 such a ' my 
as to domor: sti'at c t h c,t profi c i cn c;y- . This comraittoe sUGgests that ono 
mc.rQl1S of f o r?int; the st udont i n t o an ha.b i tua l u sc of ac ceptabl e written 
EnGlich is to penalize hL" sovor c l i f or a J.l vr.cit t0l1 Ha r k v[h i ch is rIOt 
llt(;! chanically a ccu pt o.bl o . In or der t o <.~c t ,; rmipc t ho f qo. si til i t y of such 
a. p l an t ho c onuni t t c c i s a.t t omptiEG to c o.ther pertin~nt i n formatiol1 f r om 
t h o facul t ;;/ . Hill v ou , t h ur of or c , p l oa. s c c.lL SHer t ;'10 f ollowins ou u st ion s. 
If y ou ll o.VC; X. lY SUf:::CS'CiOIl S 'I re shoul d be v o r y c-r r-tc f ul t o h c'.Vo ~:ou I1rito 
t hon OlL tho b :..ek o f t h is p G.p ur. 

1. Is t b.o 1frittcIl 1, .fo r l.: of' ~rour stud c:nts .of SUCl l G. r:.a t 'll r" o th~t ~t0 1.1 c .. r c 
i n u po sition t o det e r mine tlo i r E10cho.Eic0.1 pr ofic iency i ll 'Jrit t on 1;11[;1 i sh? 

Ye s . Frequently _ 

2. Do you c_t iJr o sent r e du ce; c r e do s 0 1. ',:r i ttun , ;a r k if :;rou c on sidcr it 
l~o(,)18.L i co.ll :- dcf i c ient? If you do , o.ppr ox i lJ.a t c l y hm-[ much ? 

Su-bconcsi ousl y , rli thout oubt ; ut not intentionally . 

3. ::lou1d y ou be 1fill i ::!.;:, t o i npo se pono.l ti u s fo r n:o chn.n i c['.lly urlo.c cept o.1J l c 
'.{ri t tan Hark i f' su e'l D. n c t h od \fo r o fo.v or od b:,' u l.1.u j ori .1cy o i ' t h o i n s t ructors? 

I f agr eed on , yes _ But I t hink there i s 'a e t t r s'st em. See o t he' si e . 

4. Do y ou f e81 tlw,t it nO"..11d bv t.mcluci r ubl c to pono.lizc st u dents i n 
caur se s ,'{h oro acch o.ni c c.l prof i c i oncy i n wri ttun En gli sh ce,n bo judGe d , 
ilh oll t ho r o ;::.. r u ot hor coul' se s " hor v t il t) YJTi t ton './Orl: is of such [\. nat u r e 
t twt t h o p r o f ic i ency Co.llllo t 1J0 dete rmi ned , mlc.1 h eEce no pon a l ty can b o 
i mp o s ed? 

Ye s , i -L n ot h i I4'; bet te can be devi se ,. 

5. Obviously OEO o f t h u £: r uc,tc st p robl ums i n ilapo sing pcmcltio s is t ho 
do-cor mi no.tion o f' '\lhc.t is acc optalJ1G [,:l d If!W.t is n ot. FO l~ that r"ason 
S Ol71C o f' the po ssibl () k ind s 'of' e r r or s ha ve b e en li s t ucJ. ir. c.ppr oxu;,o.t G 
ordur of' fl a[, r aY:cy . Fl c a s o che ck tho so 1rrti ch :you c on ~idc r suff i c i 0ntly 
h cir,01J. s t o b e l oo;:c d Up Oi_' D.. S rw:" i:: di cc/c ioll o f 0. curiou s lack o f p r o­
f i c i o):: cy . ( This is not a probl en f or t i lO En~lis~l GOpc.rtlilcnt t o so l vl. ; 
c OITec t 110 Ss is do t () ri:l ino (~ 1);:,- ,-, SC' Go ; 0.11 i t C:!l i s cO!'l' uct or i nco rrect 0219 . 
a c cultivc.t u c~ peopl o ,uul i c:{c i t to h l; so .) e:- --l.ion s ~ e r .::. b l e 1 00 -

Im )r o--)e r I n cor r e c -c s p0l1ir:.C - Of courcc no on ...: (J VfJ r oxpoc t s to spoIl p ur f oc.tly :e.y i s per mi ssi 
c "'~)i t " i ze. t i on u r. o. s si stccc b~r 0. d i ctiono.r~ " ; so on ux c.n i r:o.t i oE S , /0 nust llc c c s sD.l'ily s i bl e , but 
is-T''le r e csr e- par don Gou t:) !.;-list::.l\:u s. But i s t liOru not c.r:. c ssuEti r..l m:5,'1:ll:lUITl a.bili-cy Spellin € CBll 
~ - : ;h :Lc.h ' "_ ,~~1 ~p~~t o.:y:yr: i ::.1 :;'!-.9l"iP~t i on s_?__ __ ~ __ • be s o ad a" 

snou l l be _eav 'IInpropvr co.p", tc.llZo.v loYl t o 6e a l os 
l:~ )en81ized Pun ctuati0rl -~ Fc. iluro t o i n d i c c.-c u t h e Griel o f ['. C011tcnc o ~ )50 _at~} . T_ 

K
' f only ;('01" diSCi ". /~- F c.. iluro to u s " mo,rks of })Ul.,"c t u a t i oE ,'rith c,ny s en s u of s~~e 1 , e'" 10 c1s 

r 1'e ~ons . ~ tlw ir val ue £ 0 J: ge .. ler cd l y 
. SCJ',l6 i ea ~ - Usc o f ';ror c: G o.Ed p· lr a. s cs GULV1"C'.11:l fu lt to be i n d i cativa of l c.ck fau l ~Y pun~-

'11 '1 1s f or f a ilure of cult ivc.t i Oll ( a il It, : 'ou '.1:l S , then 'oool: s, e t c .) t t lon. 

t o JUl1c t u a t e ends of sent ence<"' . ) 
Pl uc..so fil 3: i n t h o b lc,nk i.'.n(~ p l a ce it i n II.r . Dykumu I s box 

-.::,--=--==--=-=--:::-::-:::~, ----a sao!!. as po ssi I e . 

F r r or s of uS2-2':e SUCD " ,S a e i nd icz. t ed 
above s __ oulc:. b e condder ed sui,f i cient 
' r oun s t o .. :i t hhold g r aduation, t hough 

specia l cons i er a t iol1 mi gh t e t;iven 
t o s t Udent s i h , f or e i Gn B C:;" oun • 
- should e ' .iL inG t o e:;;' t enc'1. the l is t 

Acadomic 'Sta.n c1 o.rd s Committe e 
SubC:OIilli1ittc (; OE EnLlish Gra:mmar 

Ie. 1''1 . Dyl:()lllG.. 
E. D. Sc; u cld ur 
C. B • S UEUll1 S 

t o i nclud.e!:le,:ny o t her u sages , ev en o. to SUCll se CluenCeS a~ "dif ' -erent t . n il. 
p r epar e> l i£ t of such USl?Ces t al:en from cc tual e71Jer ience and :put i n to t h e 
stud ent s mi~h bc he l p f ul . (Over 

cBr e fuJ. y 

11 s of all 



I "'!:l t a'dIl6 t he li erty of '1. Vln > to t he co :.i t t ee rJ./ i d.eas on t .i s eu j ect . 
There , re t", o objections to t::e '')1 ::;:'1' of n' vi" . a l inst~ctors "10 or ina ri ~r r e ceive 
suite. 1 '" p8D P rs C,) •• aue th~L on :;n: is:1. The :irst 0 jectio -~y seem t o e '" reflection 
o ;n;}' collea",ueE. , but it i_ not ~e8.n Foor nglish ;..18S b ecome SO 
t >orou....;hly sho educ8.ti01-:l sys em t~<" t _"' ny co ~~e )rOf -C-SSLrs ' I am 
not refe rinG t o :::ol1e;;e an;;r more t han t o all ot.lcrs ir..clud,in~ FE-rverd or 

y cO!"J1.)e t nt to £;r 2 e on En.:li she ln' one ',"he has '.., to 
v co ~~e :: cul ies will c er t a inl. ~bTee to this ~oint. 

The secol1:~ obj ec t ion is t l19t :'!".:lny fin~ ' i £'1c t e not:;..; t o ..;r ade on subject .., t eri"'l , 
en t e ::~ e _l ec i or.. of M t ~mtion fr t:L subjec t in .1.:'nc to t he Engli sh \';-111 result i n 
a gener !' lly poo r er 'ob of ::: r::.di n~ 211 a roun . , It is a lso to be r etlern ere{~ t h2.t all 
~raders a r e subconsciousl y influenced by t18 ~Dbl ish of the p~er un ~r consi~eration . 
roor \71'i tin~' tll1c" b :Zn;;lis~l mcke it mo_ e if::.'icult t o get tl').es uCl.ent ' s me£' .ing 
cons tantl~· call off the a ttention from the a ollment bein:; pre sent ed , ,,i h the reSlJ.lt 
t hE.t t he r eE.de inv ~' ria ,l y ,se t s a l o-;;-e r v ::: ue on t e m: t e r ir,l " itse1 It .70U c1 e 
"ell for t is 0 be :!?o inte'l 0 t to t he s ullFnt s • 

.JI1he -abeI've -o--b jee ~()ns ""it:lU ,2..., 'be-:tri'vlr.l if-theY- .. on ~ 111-8:11 ~lan 0--

achi eve t he result8 l esir ec. by t he com) " ttee . "'oull 'it n ot be 90 ssib1e , ho~ €ve~', to 
l eave t~e ~radin~ ent irely to the Department of Eng ish? If eac h member of faculty 
.'- 0 r eceive s paIle s in fo "' I E '? ish .er e reQuired to t'l,rn over th e,?r.> rt!!len t of 
En6lis~. eacb senes t er tnree ,Papers t ~ t seerl t e poorest in u c'l~h , oul .ena Ie 
that ' e':?artne::lt t o cet e s uden e not li'in,~ U? t o t 1e standar d. s hat 
can reason.::=·bly b e e:~:pect .em . J. e-o .rt :::ent of Eng is:. oiG t • en be a.u ho ... i zed 
to cancel the c r _i i 1 Enbl isb cooposit i on un il t he stude pas~ed anot e r 
se, ester of ~or~ "n t subjec t . tu.e ts ~ ose cred.it is cancel e mi 5ht e nut 
into a s'0eci 1 ,reme .ial c l ass or be t 0\7l1 i n ';;'i t _ ,e. r e,bUl,ar clesa in n£li sD. ~om­
position as is mhe m r e conv enient. ~ ~ne p £e e~encc 7oul~ certai~~ be in f avor 
of t .e former . This ,v an no t only ~ishes he s t uient wno is me~ely c : r eless but also 
offprs a i d t o t hose \7 0 r e y nee i t. 

I n sugges t L C' this plan, I must conf~ss t na twic e nave I s een somet~in!:!; similar 
tried z.ni ::ail . In. each ca se the \"lea.k:.less 18Y i n the f act t hat the submission 0 

papers to t he eDa t n ent of E~~~l ish TIa~ l eft o:tj~al "it the faculty a d p ractically 
no pa-oers wer e submittec . If such a pl:',n sho e trie L , it oU",ht t o be inauo rated 
b a stront?; s tat er~ent f om the pr esident t.lat cooneration is an iro.Ilo rt~t part of 
the instructor ' s t y. rthermore, t he head of t 1e de:;?a men shoul take t he 
ini '. i a ive to ma2;:e he scheme 1,'!ork b cc,llint; ':m the instructors i ' t o 
han:l 1 p oox:.es _ E per. ~ cCLo.r .ll""!'>~::: ___ =--~ ..... -==,,,-,- ....... _...u..Jc.. 

still ~~t this is t etter 

ad 'n;_is in collee;es is one o~ my pet peeves , a nd I ,em in thorouGh syr;rpat hy 
~·ith t:.e objec t ives of he cOL.'7lit t ee . I should like to .: see he !,~oder 1 1 2.1 RUage 

ssociation cel upon E'.l colleoes to unde_ t ake a pe:-io of t ";e:'lty yep.rs of :"E'ci ~' ­
izatio . in Eng ish CO:!l_JO it ' on e len , if ' cessar' , to t~e ner; ect of E:.1~ is~. lite_ -
a ure during t:b..c.t i1:'.e . t ,,;,oul t a:e ~o t ent y years 0 e.,inin=- t: e t e:; chers 
before the 1'efor::.1 ';;-oul ~ E' felt fron the br a e "'c ') S up , an not un 1 a cllc> ::::e is 
ef:ected f r om t he bo ttom to tr~ t op .il_ t he imnroveDent be, pe ' npnt . 




