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January 5, 1940

To Liembers of the Facultys

One of the requirements for the degrees of Bachelor of Arts,
Baclielor of Science, and Bachclor of Sciecnce in Education in Youngstown
College is the followings: "No student shall be graduated who has not
satisfied the head of the English department concerning his proficiency
in the use of English.," (Catalog Humber 1939-1940, pp.32, 35, &6). It
is assumed by the English departuent that taat proficiency has been
atteined if the student has completed Bnglish 101-102 with a grade of C
or better. But it is impoegsible for the English department to compel
the student to write habitually, in and out of school, in such a way
as to demonstrate that proficiency. This committee suggests that one
means of forcing the student into an habitual usc of acceptable written
English is to pemalize him severely for all written work which is not
mechanically acceptable. In order to determine tho foasibility of such
a plan the committee is attempting to pgather pertinent informetion from
the faculty. Will you, therefore, pleasc answer the following quostions,
If you have any suggestions wc shoulc be very greteful to have you write
thom on the back of this papor.
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1. bonn work of your students of such a naturc that you ars

in determine their mechanical proficicrey in written Buglish?
'
| ently.

2¢ Do you at present reducc grudcs on written work if you consider 1t
mechanically deficiuvnt? If g do, approximately how much?

Subconesiougly, without doubt; but el

3s  Vlould you
writton work

imposc penaltics for mechanicelly unacceptable
ucre favored by a mejority oi the instructors?

’.’)

=% ad b
re 1

better system. 8ce other &side.

4, Do you feel that it would be undesirable to penalize students in
courscs where mechanical proficiency in written English can be judged,
when therc ore other courses where the writbten work is of such a nature
that the proficieney cannot be determined, wnd hence no penalty cen be
imposcd?

~

Yes, if nothing belter can be devise:

5. Obviously one¢ of the grectest probloms in ilmposing prmltiCS is the
determination of what is acceptable and wanat is not. For that reoson
gome of the possible kinds of crrors have been lisbed in Mpprox inmate
ordor of flagrarcy., Flcease check those which you consider sufficicntly
heinous to be looked upown as an indicotion of a scrious lack of pro-
ficiency. (This is not & problem for the English department to solve;
correctness is determined by usepey dniiten isfcorrget or ihcofroct or %y
as cultiveted peoplc believe it Lo hu so.) B '“~uonsii?r:ble lee -
Incorreet spelling ~ Of course nc onc ever expects to spell perfoctly Wey 1
unassisted by a dictionary; so on cxaminations we must nocesserily Sible
1
[<3

3
pardon souc mistekes. BDut is there not an essenticl minimun ability SPe ling can
; ~ Sl R -00al GXReet even, in exominotions? - RECSY bad
; should be heavilipproper capitelization e
1y venslized Punctuotion - Failure to indicate the ond of o sentence
if only for discip- e, Foailurce to use morks of punctuation with ony
BTy ressons. g their value f
[ geme ides Ustgc = Usc of words and phrascs gunoraelly felt to be indicative of loek - aulty pung~-
B@id s Cor failure of cultivation (ain't, vou was, thom books, ctc,) uation.
to punctuate ends of sentences.

sen
Please fill in the blank and placce it in Kre Dykema's box
possible.
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2 genérally poorer job of srading =11 around. It is alsc
aders are s’u‘beonsciétsly influencea by tbe Enghsh o:t

’hieve the results desired by the comittee. Would 1tl not be possiblb, To
eave the grading entirely to the DEpartment of English? If each member e

v-lish esch semester three papers thet seem the poorest in Engl"g.h it woulﬁ
hat &epartment to determine which students are not living up to the standards tha

- ‘ﬂemester of 'work in that subject. Students whose credit is canceled. might be pﬁ{:
»_binto 2 special,remedial class or be thrown in v'itb a regular class in English ,gom-

;"tried and fall. In each case the weakness 1a,v in the fact that the submiasiren of
pers to the Department of English wag left o**ti/ﬁal with the faculty and practical Ly
np papers were submitted. If such a plan should be tried, it ought to be inausurat:
by a strong statement from the president that cooperation is an important part of
- the instructor's duty. TFurthermore, the head of the department should tzke the
e inltiative to malte the scheme work by calling on the instructors indlvid'aauy a
pepers. vhether 200d or Mwnm :

i,zation in Enzlish composition even, if necessary, to the neglect of English lite .

. ature during that time. It would take Bgout twenty years of training the teschers
before the reform would be felt from the grede schools up, end not until & changa
effected from the bottom to the top will the improvement be permanent.

Respectfully submitted,






