Remarks made by J. L. Vick, Jr.,
at the meeting of the Bourd of Governors
of Youngstown College, iurch £5, 1935,
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Gentlemens

I sm going to take you bucx a fev yeurs. Bowever, not s fs&r
buck as the time when ethusellan was & 11ttle boy. Oniy back to the
ad‘lh¢uurdt10n of LesteL C. Haworth, Generul Secretary of the Y, I,
C. ll-.

after the close of the sreut war, Lester brou:ht to Younzstown,
fresh from an officer!s truining canp ia Texas, Leonard T. Skeggs.
Lester offcred Leon:rd an opportunity chich in his judgment egualled
rhat which confronted the Sunerintendent of the Youngstown Public ;

s. The op.ortunity wus the develoment of the “educational !

- zctivities of the Y. ¥, C. A,
The Central Dullding of the "Y" w.- _& that tize only = fe- years
old, hoving been dadlcotad by President T1lliuy e Tulte IL was pere
ne 8 tne L0st nodern "YW bulldiag ia ;;u-ica. Iiciluuded 1a its egulpment

were clussroows for the educational uctivitics.

Lconard was @ prowmotor und a great udvertiser. 1 vell reaember
‘2 typlecl piecce of publicity that he prcpurnd. On its cover was a tower
witir a larg,e clock, the hands of the clock p.inted to 7350, There was
a crescent moon in the slcture vwhich indicated that tue tic wes 2eie
There wore these words " The Hour of Decision". The hour uhen the youth
' of tRe ccamunity are at the crossroads. Should they hit the "Primrose
Path® or spcnd their evenings in self-improvemcnt?

" It wasn't long before Leirnzrd's departmeut nushed out the ralls

‘@ . of the Centrcl Building, and he took oVl the o0id residence of lIrs, Je.

M. Bommedl next to the pudblic library on “ick Avenue, vhere the ccetiv-
jties of the educs. ional devatment continued to grow. It wusn't long
before he was «gain in need of ad:iitlonal space. Ie k..kuuded the Board
of Trustees of the Y. M., C. A. to invest $100,000 in the Jomm Ce Tick
property vhich provided larger usrters for his activities.

By tuis tiae, Leonard was General Secretary. He had a vision,
He presented it to a group fro: the Bourd of Trustees of the "Y" znd
called them a Development Committee. Tuis Co mittee :ave the vision
careful stuady. In the course of tire, this dreem v~ : ‘ruther tinidly
presented by Leonard and Leroy A. Hinchester to ur. iraaic Purnell,
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President of the Youﬁgstown Sheet % Tube Company. dr. Purncll?s re-
action converted this dreum into a r <lity.

It terminegted “n that devastating: ca:seign vherein 119 local
cor. orations and individuals pledged, before the opening date of the
campaign, $1,000,000.00, that the Development vro_ram of the "¥I® co.ld
be made possible,

Included in tnis prosram vus the erection and equipping of the
Collece Bullding at the cornmer of Vick iAvenue and Lincoln :venue,

This Building wus weli undersay in July 1931 when, at a meeting
of the Y. “. Co A. Trustees, the varieus und sundry educationul zctivie
ties of the "Y" to;etner with the faculty znd this new College Buildinz
were placed in your lap. You, who constituted : new body, The Bozrd of

‘Governors of Youngstown College. But, thanks be to God and to Leonard

Ske:gs' Jood Jjudgment, Leonard -resented with all this, & Director and
an Fducator who has proved to possess the obility to conduct the z=ffzirs
of Youngstown Collegze, not only within the budzet prepared for him by
the Txccutive Committee of the Y. M. C. A. Trustees, but who with your
help and the loyal faculty ha3s beun zble to o.erate the College so that
substantial suas have been turned over to the ¥, ¥, C., A, It has been

said of him that he hus been the only man who has been sble to ojerate

a college in the black during the st four yeurs.

To me, there is nothing quite 50 satisfyin: as to witness the -
success »f uny individual or an institution. It w5 been z _reat joy to
me to serve on this Board with all of you splendid fellows vho hive so
.enerously re-ponded,when culled upon, with your visdom and judguent
at 2ll meetings, meny of whlch hive been czlled on viry s:ort zotice.

: \

Perhaps the wmost vholesote uspect of thls vwhuole experience is to see
success racoznized and rewarded. This you did in & grand wunner vhen you
requested that the Board of Trustees of the Y. d. Co 4. give Hovurd Jones
the title of ™President® of Zoung.torn Colle;e. Phil Freider thought that
v n't enough and you have all z reed with him, so in the naae of 241
Freider, tho unfortunatecly is unable to be with us th! s eveuing, wad on
behulf of the Board of Governors of the "Y" lollcge, I nave great pleasure
in presenting to you, Ho.ard . Jones, tiis zift.

Je Le Ticu, Jdr.
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