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-, ABSTRACT 

A REASSESSMENT OF T. J .  MEEK'S HEBREW ORIGINS 

Evelyn  D .  Mangie 

Mas te r  o f  A r t s  

Youngstown S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1987 

T h i s  i s  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  p r o g r e s s  made by 

s c h o l a r s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  whe the r  t h e  B i b l e  c o n t a i n s  any  r e a l  

h i s t o r y ,  and t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h i s  f i e l d  by Theoph i l e  

James Meek. 

Chap te r  One d e a l s  w i t h  D r .  Meek and h i s  un ique  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  B i b l e  l e a d i n g  him t o  c o n c l u s i o n s  on 

t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  Hebrew p e o p l e .  Given i n  a  s e r i e s  - 

o f  l e c t u r e s  a t  O b e r l i n  C o l l e g e  i n  1933,  h i s  t h e s i s  added t o  

t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t - m o d e r n i s t  c o n t r o v e r s y  which was f r a c t u r i n g  

t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  Church. Chap te r  Two i n v e s t i g a t e s  t h e  s c h o l -  

a r l y  r e a c t i o n  t o  Meek's t h e s i s  w h i l e  Chap te r  Three  l o o k s  

a t  t h e  s t u d i e s  s i n c e  1950 which deve loped  because  o f  Meek-- 

and h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .  

The f i n a l  c h a p t e r  summarizes t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  

f i f t y  y e a r s  o f  s t u d i e s  s i n c e  T .  J .  Meek's i n i t i a l  s t e p  i n t o  

t h i s  f i e l d  and c o n c l u d e s  w i t h  an  a s sessmen t  o f  Meek's i d e a s  

viewed i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  new d i s c o v e r i e s .  



iii. 

-, TABLE OF CONTENTS 

PAGE 

ABSTRACT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  iii 

INTRODUCTION. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 

CHAPTER 

I. M E E K .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 

11. MEEK'S COMTEMPORARIES . . . . . . . . . . .  2 4 

111. P O S T 1 9 5 0 1 S S T U D I E S  . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 5 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  IV. SUMMARY 74 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  CONCLUSION 88 

BIBLIOGRAPHY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  91 



-, INTRODUCTION 

A t  sundown on a  summer e v e n i n g  i n  J e r u s a l e m ,  a  l i n e  of  

H a s s i d i c  Jews f i l e s  s l o w l y  p a s t  a  f o u n t a i n ,  r i t u a l l y  washing  

b e f o r e  t h e y  approach  t h e  Western  Wal l ,  t h e  " Wai l ing  Wall" ,  

f o r  t h e i r  Sabba th  p r a y e r s .  I n  d a r k  t h r e e - p i e c e  s u i t s  and 

wide brimmed h a t s ,  t h e i r  s i d e  c u r l s  n e a t l y  f r a m i n g  t h e i r  f a c e s ,  

t h e y  j o i n  o t h e r  w o r s h i p e r s  whose a p p a r e l  would s u g g e s t  t h a t  

t h e s e  a r e  a n y t h i n g  b u t  a  homogeneous group.  There  a r e  o r d i n -  

a r y  l o o k i n g  men i n  p l a i n  summer s h i r t s  and T - s h i r t - c l a d  

American t o u r i s t s  i n  we l l - worn  t e n n i s  s h o e s  who gaze  i n  awe 

a t  "The Wall" t h a t  t h e i r  g r a n d p a r e n t s  o n l y  dreamed o f  s e e i n g .  

There i s  a  bea rded  o l d  man wear ing  a  t a t t e r e d  shawl who c o u l d  

be m i s t a k e n  f o r  E l i j a h  were i t  n o t  1 9 8 5 .  Watching t h i s  p i l -  

grimage from a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  back a r e  t h r e e  I s r a e l i  s o l d i e r s  

d r e s s e d  i n  c a s u a l  k h a k i  u n i f o r m s ,  l e a n i n g  n o n c h a l a n t l y  on 

t h e i r  r i f l e s .  T h i s  v a r i e d  group o f  men ( t h e  women p r a y  

s e p a r a t e l y )  a r e  a l l  Jews ,  members o f  a  c u l t u r e ,  a  p e o p l e  

whose t r a d i t i o n s  have been handed down t o  them from many gen-  

e r a t i o n s  p a s t .  T r a d i t i o n s  which a r e  s o  a n c i e n t  t h e y  a r e  
- - 

- .  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  t r a c e .  

I t  i s  known t h a t  t h i s  l a n d ,  I s r a e l ,  P a l e s t i n e ,  t h e  

Holy Land, i s  where t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  came t o  f r u i t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  

o r i g i n  o f  t h o s e  who i n i t i a t e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  i s  o b s c u r e .  

The h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Jews c a n  be t r a c e d  from modern t i m e s  back-  

ward i n t o  t h e  f i f t h  c e n t u r y  B . C . E .  ( b e f o r e  t h e  common e r a )  

o r  even  i n t o  t h e  monarchal  e r a ,  w i t h  r e a s o n a b l e  a c c u r a c y .  



The r e s t  i s  n o t  much more t h a n  s p e c u l a t i o n .  Who were t h e  

a n c i e n t  Hebrews? How d i d  t h e y  come t o  s e t t l e  t h i s  l a n d ?  

Did t h e y  r e a l l y  f o l l o w  Moses o u t  o f  Egypt? 

Why i s  i t  i m p o r t a n t  t o  f i n d  answers  t o  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ?  

The Jews compr ise  o n l y  0 . 2 5 %  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  b u t  

t h e i r  book,  t h e  B i b l e ,  i s  t h e  t e m p l a t e  from which t h e  c u l t u r e  

o f  most o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  wor ld  h a s  been formed.  Our laws  a r e  

based  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  "Ten Commandments"; w e s t e r n  i d e a l s  o f  

j u s t i c e  and e q u a l i t y  come from t h e  Old Tes tament  a s  does  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  weekend o f  r e s t . '  Both C h r i s t i a n i t y  and I s l a m  

grew from J u d a i c  r o o t s .  These seeming ly  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  p e o p l e  

whose m a j e s t i c  s p l e n d o r  l a s t e d  f o r  a  mere two g e n e r a t i o n s  had 

a  g r e a t e r  impact  on n e a r l y  h a l f  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a n  

o t h e r s  which l a s t e d  f o r  hundreds  o f  y e a r s .  

The B i b l e  h a s  been t h e  w o r l d ' s  b e s t  s e l l i n g  book f o r  . 

a  v e r y  l o n g  t ime  b u t  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c i t y  o f  t h e  B i b l e  

i s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  new f i e l d .  I t  began w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of - 

C h a r l e s  Darwin ' s  books ,  On t h e  O r i g i n  o f  S p e c i e s  i n  1859 and 

The Descent  of  Man i n  1871. Befo re  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  B i b l e  was 

r e g a r d e d  a s  " t h e  word o f  God" by C h r i s t i a n s ,  and a s  s u c h , -w a s  - .  

i n e r r a n t .  Many h e l d  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  t h e  B i b l e  was n o t h i n g  

more t h a n  t h e  s t o r y  o f  man's  s a l v a t i o n  by ~ o d '  which gave 

l ~ o s t  Old Tes tament  t r a d i t i o n s  can  be t r a c e d  t o  even  
e a r l i e r  Near E a s t e r n  t r a d i t i o n s .  

' ~ a c k  B .  Roger s ,  and Donald K .  McKim, t h e  A u t h o r i t y  
and I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e  B i b l e  (New York: Harper  6 Row, 
1 9 7 9 ) ,  p .  x x i i .  



v a l i d i t y  t o  t h e i r T h r i s t i a n  f a i t h .  I t  was s t u d i e d  p r i m a r i l y  

by t h e o l o g i a n s  who saw t h e  Old Tes tament  a s  a  p r e l u d e  t o  t h e  

New Tes tament  more t h a n  a s  a  h i s t o r y  o f  a  p e o p l e .  They a c -  

knowledged i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  i n  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  b u t  t h o u g h t  

t h e y  were "few and i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l 1 ' .  They b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  

" c o r r u p t i o n s "  i n  t h e  B i b l e  were p r e s e n t  because  o f  s c r i b a l  

e r r o r  o r  p r i n t e r s '  m i s t a k e s ,  b u t  t h a t  God's message was n o t  

a f f e c t e d  by t h e s e  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s .  3 

The n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  b lossoming o f  

a n o t h e r  r e l a t i v e l y  new f i e l d ,  t h e  s t u d y  o f  a r c h a e o l o g y .  I t  

was p r a c t i c e d  m a i n l y  a s  a  hobby o f  t h e  r i c h  and a d v e n t u r o u s  

who were d r i v e n  by t h e  same c u r i o s i t y  a s  Darwin and encouraged 

by c e r t a i n  f a b u l o u s  d i s c o v e r i e s .  Egypt was t h e  s o u r c e  o f  

most o f  t h e s e  wonder fu l  f i n d s ,  b u t  i n  1943 Pau l - Emi le  B o t t a fs  

e x c a v a t i o n s  a t  Khorsabad on t h e  T i g r i s  R i v e r  r e v e a l e d  e v i d e n c e  

o f  Sa rgon ,  t h e  a n c i e n t  k i n g  o f  A s s y r i a .  A u s t i n  Henry L a y a r d ' s  

d i s c o v e r y  o f  b i b l i c a l  Nimrud i n  1845 and Henry Creswicke - 

R a w l i n s o n fs  f i n d s  a t  Nineveh a  few y e a r s  l a t e r  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  

a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  b i b l i c a l   scholar^.^ I n  1869,  t h e  B r i t i s h  

e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  P a l e s t i n e  E x p l o r a t i o n  Fund. The Germsn - -  

P a l e s t i n e  A s s o c i a t i o n  was begun i n  1877;  t h e  Dominican Ecole  

B i b l i o q u e  de S t .  E t i e n n e  was founded by t h e  French  i n  1892 ;  

The German O r i e n t a l  S o c i e t y  i n  1898;  and i n  1900,  t h e  American 

4 ~ e r n e r  K e l l e r ,  The B i b l e  A s  H i s t o r y  (New York, 
London, T o r o n t o ,  S idney :  Bantam Books, 1974,  r e v i s e d  1 9 8 2 ) ,  
p .  10.  



School  o f  O r i e n t a l  Resea rch  was o r g a n i z e d ,  f o l l o w e d  i n  1901 

by a n o t h e r  German e n d e a v o r ,  t h e  German P r o t e s t a n t  I n s t i t u t e  

o f  Archaeology,  a l l  d e s i g n e d  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  

5 a n c i e n t  Near E a s t .  T h e i r  s e a r c h e s  t o o k  them t o  a l l  p a r t s  o f  

t h e  Near E a s t  and t h e i r  d i s c o v e r i e s  were n o t  t h e  go lden  t r e a -  

s u r e s  found i n  Egypt ,  b u t  a  g r e a t e r  t r e a s u r e ,  w r i t t e n  r e c o r d s .  

A t  T e l l  el-Amarna i n  Middle Egypt i n  1887  were found 

cune i fo rm (wedge shaped w r i t i n g )  t e x t s  which d a t e  from t h e  

l a t e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  B . C . E .  These t a b l e t s  were w r i t t e n  by 

s c r i b e s  i n  a n c i e n t  Canaan, P h o e n i c i a ,  and s o u t h e r n  S y r i a .  

They r e v e a l  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  Levant  d u r i n g  t h e  

r e i g n  o f  Akhenaten ,  t h e  E g y p t i a n  pha raoh  who a t t e m p t e d  a  s o r t  

o f  monotheism i n  h i s  worsh ip  o f  t h e  s u n - d i s c ,  t h e    ten^ n e a r -  

l y  300 y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  Kingdom of  I s r a e l .  The 

d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  Amarna t a b l e t s  was f o l l o w e d  by t h e  t r a n s -  - 

l a t i o n  o f  t h e  "Tale of  Gilgamesh" a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  

Found a t  Nineveh i n  t h e  r u i n s  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  p a l a c e  o f  

A s h u r b a n i p a l ,  a  s e v e n t h  c e n t u r y  B . C . E .  k i n g  o f  A s s y r i a ,  t h e  

Gilgamesh s t o r y  t o l d  o f  a  f l o o d ,  much o l d e r  t h a n  t h e  b i b l i -  

c a l  f l o o d  o f  Genes i s  6 - 9 .  The s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  two - -  
- .  

s t o r i e s  were t o o  c l o s e  t o  deny a  c o n n e c t i o n .  

Shocked y e t  t a n t a l i z e d ,  most s c h o l a r s  remained  h e s i -  

t a n t  t o  come t o  any b u t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c l u s i o n s :  t h a t  

'1b id .  p .  x x i i .  

'1bid.  p .  1 4 2 .  



somehow t h e  B i b l e ~ e m a i n e d  t o t a l l y  a c c u r a t e  and o r i g i n a l .  

But many s c h o l a r s  were s t i m u l a t e d  by t h e s e  new i d e a s  and p u t  

g r e a t e r  emphas is  i n  t h e i r  s t u d y  o f  a n c i e n t  l a n g u a g e s  i n  o r -  

d e r  t o  do t h e i r  own t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  newly d i s c o v e r e d  

t e x t s .  G r a d u a l l y ,  t h e r e  deve loped  a  movement toward  t h e  

s t u d y  o f  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  f o r  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  v a l u e .  The 

f i e l d  was dominated  by P r o t e s t a n t  t h e o l o g i a n s ,  many o f  whom 

became a r c h a e o l o g i s t s ,  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  f i n d  e v i d e n c e  t o  v a l i -  

d a t e  b i b l i c a l  s t o r i e s .  O t h e r s  enhanced t h e i r  l i n g u i s t i c  

s k i l l s  and r e l i e d  on t h e  r e p o r t s  o f  t h o s e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  t o  

f u r t h e r  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e i r  be loved  book. The 

e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  was a  t ime when t h e  d e -  

s i r e  t o  g a i n  a  r e l i a b l e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a t o r s  o f  t h e  Old 

Tes tament  g a i n e d  momentum, y e t ,  most t h e o l o g i a n s  were s t i l l  

r e l u c t a n t  t o  advance any b u t  t h e  most t r a d i t i o n a l  t h e s e s .  

I n t e r e s t  i n  Near E a s t e r n  a n t i q u i t i e s  was a c c e l e r a t e d  

by t h e  F i r s t  World War when many W e s t e r n e r s  were i n t r o d u c e d  

t o  o t h e r  c u l t u r e s  i n  u n f a m i l i a r  a r e a s  o f  t h e  wor ld . '  I n  1916,  

B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  on t h e i r  march t o  Baghdad, camped n e a r  t h e  

a n c i e n t  mound o f  T e l l  a l-Muqayyar .  I t  was h e r e ,  i n  1 8 5 4 , - -  

t h a t  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  had e x c a v a t e d  t h e  l a r g e  mound, s e n d i n g  

t h e i r  f i n d s  back t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  Museum. The a r t i f a c t s  had 

7 ~ o g e r s  and McKim, The A u t h o r i t y ,  pp .  263-322. 

' p e t e r  S tuh lmacher ,  H i s t o r i c a l  C r i t i c i s m  and 
T h e o l o g i c a l  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  S c r i p t u r e s  (New York: 
F o r t r e s s  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  p .  48. 



seemed o f  l i t t l e  G l u e  and were packed away i n  t h e  s t o r a g e  

rooms o f  t h e  museum. Among t h e s e  a r t i f a c t s  were i n s i g n i f i -  

c a n t  l o o k i n g  s m a l l  c l a y  c y l i n d e r s  which were i n s c r i b e d  w i t h  

cune i fo rm w r i t i n g .  These had come t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  R .  

Campbell Thompson, an  a s s i s t a n t  a t  t h e  museum, who was now 

an  o f f i c e r  w i t h  t h e  p a r t y  encamped n e a r  t h e  a n c i e n t  t e l l .  

H i s  t r a i n e d  eye  t o l d  him a s  he looked a t  t h e  t e l l  t h a t  t h e r e  

was much more t o  be uncovered  and he s e n t  word back t o  h i s  

c o l l e a g u e s  a t  t h e  museum t o  r e - examine  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n s  on 

t h e  c y l i n d e r s .  T h e i r  f i n d i n g s  l e d  B r i t i s h  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  t o  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  T e l l  a l-Muqayyar  may have been t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  

b i b l i c a l  c i t y  o f  U r ,  t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  of    bra ham.' A f t e r  t h e  

war ,  a  j o i n t  B r i t i s h  and American team o f  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  l e d  

by S i r  C h a r l e s  Leonard Woolley was s e n t  t o  t h e  lower  T i g r i s -  

E u p h r a t e s  v a l l e y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  e x c i t i n g  h y p o t h e s i s .  10 - 

W o o l l e y t s  s e n s a t i o n a l  f i n d i n g s  e l e c t r i f i e d  bo th  

a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  and t h e o l o g i a n s .  H i s  announcement t h a t  

We must r a d i c a l l y  a l t e r  o u r  view o f  t h e  Hebrew 
p a t r i a r c h  when we s e e  t h a t  h i s  e a r l i e r  y e a r s  were 
p a s s e d  i n  such  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  s u r r o u n d i n g s .  He was 
t h e  c i t i z e n  o f  a  g r e a t  c i t y  and i n h e r i t e d  t h e  t r a -  
d i t i o n s  o f - a n  o l d  and h i g h l y  o r g a n i z e d  c i v i l i z a t i o n  11-- 

b rough t  an  immediate n e g a t i v e  r e a c t i o n  from f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s  

who viewed Abraham a s  a  s imple  nomad. To o t h e r  t h e o l o g i a n s ,  

l 0 w e r n e r  K e l l e r ,  The B i b l e  A s  H i s t o r y  (New York,  
London, T o r o n t o ,  Sydney: Bantam Books, 1974,  r e v i s e d  
1 9 8 2 ) ,  p .  13.  



however,  W o o l l e y l ~ ' d i s c o v e r i e s  p o i n t e d  t o  a  need  f o r  an  i n -  

t e n s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s .  T h e i r  v iews  were be-  

coming f r e e r  w i t h  e a c h  new f i n d .  

I n  1929,  word came o f  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  

c i t y  o f  U g a r i t  (Ras Shamra) on t h e  n o r t h e r n  c o a s t  o f  S y r i a .  

Here was r e v e a l e d  a  g l impse  o f  C a n a a n i t e  c u l t u r e  a t  i t s  

h e i g h t .  I n  i t s  s i x t y - r o o m  p a l a c e  were found t a b l e t s  i n -  

s c r i b e d  w i t h  cune i fo rm s i g n s .  W r i t t e n  p a r t l y  i n  a  H u r r i a n  

d i a l e c t  and p a r t l y  i n  t h e  n a t i v e  n o r t h - w e s t e r n  S e m i t i c  

t o n g u e ,  t h e y  d a t e  from t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  and t h i r t e e n t h  c e n -  

t u r i e s  B . C . E .  S c h o l a r s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  p o e t i c  

v e r s e s  found on t h e s e  t a b l e t s  g r e a t l y  r e semble  e a r l y  Hebrew 

v e r s e .  1 2  

Yorghan Tepe,  a  l a r g e  t e l l  i n  n o r t h e r n  Mesopotamia, 

was e x c a v a t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 3 0 ' s .  Leve l s  f o u r t e e n  and f i f - -  

t e e n  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  a n c i e n t  H u r r i a n  c i t y  o f  Nuzi.  Wi th in  i t s  

f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  B . C . E .  p a l a c e  were a r c h i v e s  c o n t a i n i n g  tab--  

l e t s  w r i t t e n  i n  Akkadian,  t h e  language  o f  t h e  f i r s t  S e m i t i c  

c i v i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  T i g r i s - E u p h r a t e s  v a l l e y .  T r a n s l a t o r s  

found t h e s e  cune i fo rm t a b l e t s  t o  be m o s t l y  f a m i l y  con- t racfs  

d e a l i n g  w i t h  s a l e s ,  r e n t a l s ,  m a r r i a g e  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  a d o p t i o n s ,  

and o t h e r  l e g a l  m a t t e r s  which a r e  r emarkab ly  s i m i l a r  t o  

b i b l i c a l  cus toms.  l3 Uncovered a t  abou t  t h e  same t i m e ,  

1 2 ~ i c h a e l  G r a n t ,  The H i s t o r y  o f  Anc ien t  I s r a e l  (London:- 
T o r o n t o ,  Sydney: Bantam Books, 1974,  r e v i s e d  1 9 8 2 ) ,  p .  13 .  

1 3 ~ h o m a s  L .  Thompson, The H i s t o r i c i t y  o f  t h e  P a t r i a r c h a l  
N a r r a t i v e s  ( B e r l i n .  New York: W a l t e r  de G r u y t e r ,  1 9 7 4 ) .  . . 
pp.  21-35.  



a n o t h e r  a n c i e n t  c r t y  on t h e  upper  E u p h r a t e s  R i v e r ,  Mar i ,  

c o n t a i n e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  s i x  a n c i e n t  S y r i a n  k i n g -  

doms whose o c c u p a n t s  p o s s e s s e d  names l i k e  Abram-ram, J a c o b - e l ,  

L e v i ,  and I s r a e l .  l4 Egypt t o o ,  produced v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

A r c h a e o l o g i s t s  found e x e c r a t i o n  t e x t s  ( c l a y  f i g u r i n e s  i n -  

s c r i b e d  w i t h  a  c u r s e )  which c o n t a i n  names o f  c i t i e s  and 

t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  r u l e r s  which can  be used  t o  i d e n t i f y  o t h e r  

s i t e s  and t i m e  p e r i o d s .  15  

These d i s c o v e r i e s  h e l p e d  t o  produce  a  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t -  

m o d e r n i s t  c o n t r o v e r s y  among b i b l i c a l  s c h o l a r s  which r e a c h e d  

a  peak  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 2 0 ' s  and e a r l y  1 9 3 0 ' ~ ~ ~  w i t h  t h e  mod- 

e r n i s t s  g a i n i n g  a c c e p t a n c e .  S c h o l a r s  began t u r n i n g  o u t  

p a p e r s  and g i v i n g  l e c t u r e s  which viewed t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  i n  

a  b o l d  new way. B i b l i c a l  p a s s a g e s  were i n t e r p r e t e d  w i t h  

f r e s h  i n s i g h t  by t h e o l o g i a n s  who f i n a l l y  f e l t  l e s s  r e s t r a i n e a  

and more a b l e  t o  q u e s t i o n  b i b l i c a l  a c c u r a c y .  

One o f  t h e  f i r s t  t h e o l o g i a n s  i n  Nor th  America t o  
- 

p r e s e n t  a  r e a l l y  n o v e l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  was 

t h e  Rev. T h e o p h i l e  James Meek. 

1 4 G r a n t ,  H i s t o r y ,  p .  13 .  

1 5 ~ e o r g i o  B u c c e l l a t  i ,  C i t i e s  and N a t i o n s  o f  A n c i e n t  
S y r i a  (Rome: I n s t i t u t o  D i  S t u d i  Del V i c i n o  O r i e n t e ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  De Roma, 1 9 6 7 ) ,  pp. 25-27.  

1 6 ~ o g e r s  and McKim, The A u t h o r i t y ,  p .  348. 



CHAPTER I  

MEEK 

I n  1933,  Theoph i l e  James Meek, P r o f e s s o r  o f  O r i e n t a l  

Languages a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T o r o n t o ,  p r e s e n t e d  s e m i n a l  

p a p e r s  a t  t h e  H a s k e l l  L e c t u r e s  a t  O b e r l i n  C o l l e g e  i n  O b e r l i n ,  

Ohio. I t  was i n  t h e s e  l e c t u r e s  t h a t  D r .  Meek p roposed  h i s  

n o v e l  t h e s i s  on Hebrew o r i g i n s .  

D r .  Meek was born  i n  P o r t  S t a n l e y ,  O n t a r i o  on 

November 1 7 ,  1881,  a  son  o f  James and S a r a h  F r e e l e  Meek. 

He r e c e i v e d  h i s  B . A .  from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Toron to  i n  1903,  

and a  B . D .  from McCormick T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary o f  Chicago 

i n  1915,  h i s  s t u d i e s  r e f l e c t i n g  h i s  C h r i s t i a n  d e v o t i o n  and 

u p b r i n g i n g .  He c o n t i n u e d  h i s  s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago,  and i n  Germany a t  t h e  Unive r -  

s i t i e s  o f  Marburg and o f  B e r l i n .  He t h e n  t a u g h t  a t  t h e  

M i l l i k i n  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  D e c a t u r ,  I l l i n o i s  u n t i l  o f f e r e d  a  

p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T o r o n t o ,  where he was even-  
- - 

t u a l l y  made head o f  t h e  Department  o f  O r i e n t a l  Languages. 

D r .  Meek was l a t e r  e l e v a t e d  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  P r o f e s s o r  

Emer i tus  a t  t h a t  u n i v e r s i t y .  

P r o f e s s o r  Meek was one o f  f o u r  t r a n s l a t o r s  o f  t h e  Old 

Tes tament  f o r  The B i b l e  : An American  rans slat ion,'^ which 

1 7 ~ u b l i s h e d  by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago P r e s s  i n  
1927,  r e v i s e d  i n  1 9 3 5 .  



was cons idered  a  i io table  achievement i n  t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry  

t r a n s l a t i o n s .  l8 H i s  s k i l l  i n  a n c i e n t  Semi t i c  languages 

brought him t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  t r a n s l a t e  t h e  "Code of 

Hammurabitt , t h e  "middle Assyr ian  Laws", "Mesopotamian 

Legal Documents", and t h e  "Neo Babylonian Laws" f o r  James 

B .  P r i t c h a r d ' s  Ancient Near East  Texts Re l a t i ng  t o  t h e  

Old Testament.  

A ded i ca t ed  s c h o l a r ,  D r .  Meek devoted himself  whole- 

h e a r t e d l y  t o  s tudy  and r e s e a r c h  a s  wel l  a s  t e ach ing  and was 

remembered by h i s  s t u d e n t s  f o r  h i s  i n s i s t e n c e  upon p r e c i s i o n .  

H i s  work and renown a s  a  s c h o l a r  ea rned  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of 

Toronto t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  c e n t e r  o f  O r i e n t a l  S t u d i e s  i n  

North America. He was recognized  a s  one of  t h e  l e a d i n g  

f i g u r e s  on t h e  North American c o n t i n e n t  i n  B i b l i c a l  Hebrew, 

Akkadian, and r e l a t e d  s u b j e c t s .  2 0  By t h e  time of h i s  r e t i r e L  

ment from t h e  Un ive r s i t y  o f  Toronto i n  1952, he had w r i t t e n  

82 books and a r t i c l e s 2 '  which mi r ro red  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  c h a r -  - 

a c t e r ,  h i s t o r i c  i n t e r e s t s ,  and p h i l o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s  i n  

Semi t i c s .  The Haskel l  Lec tures  must have been a  h igh  p o i n t  

- - 
i n  h i s  c a r e e r , -f o r  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  book, pub l i shed  i n  - 

1 8 w .  S. McCullough, e d i t o r ,  The Seed of  Wisdom: Essays 
i n  Honor o f  T .  J.  Meek (Toronto: Un ive r s i t y  of  Toronto P r e s s ,  
1 9 6 4 ) ,  p .  i x .  

1 9 ~ a m e s  B .  P r i t c h a r d ,  The Ancient  Near E a s t ,  An Anthro- 
pology of Texts and P i c t u r e s ,  Vol. I (P r ince ton ,  New J e r s e y :  
P r ince ton  Un ive r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1958) ,  pp. 138-170. 

2 0 ~ c ~ u l l o u g h ,  Seed, p .  i x .  

"1bid. pp. 191-197. See a l s o  Who's Who Among 
American Authors.  P .  992. 



1937,  t i t l e d  Hebrew O r i g i n s  was one o f  h i s  b e s t  known works.  

The i n t e r e s t  i n  b i b l i c a l  s c h o l a r s h i p  n e v e r  waned. P r o f e s s o r  

Meek's Hebrew O r i g i n s  was t w i c e  r e v i s e d ,  t h e  l a t e s t  r e v i s i o n  

i n  1960,  and was r e q u i r e d  s u p p l e m e n t a l  r e a d i n g  a t  many c o l l e g e s  

and u n i v e r s i t i e s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s .  I n  t h i s  work he 

made some o f  t h e  most o r i g i n a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  on t h e  h i s t o r -  

i c i t y  o f  t h e  b i b l i c a l  n a r r a t i v e s  o f  h i s  t i m e ,  and h e l p e d  t o  

l a u n c h  f u l l  s c a l e  s t u d i e s  i n t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Jews and 

t h e i r  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .  S t u d i e s  which have been enhanced f u r -  

t h e r  by s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  p h i l o l o g i s t s ,  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s ,  and 

s c h o l a r s  from o t h e r  f i e l d s  who add new dimens ion  t o  t h i s  

s t u d y ,  and t o  t h e  knowledge o f  n e a r  E a s t e r n  h i s t o r y .  

Using a s  many o f  t h e s e  m u l t i - d i s c i p l i n e  s t u d i e s  a s  

were a v a i l a b l e  t o  him, P r o f e s s o r  Meek conc luded  t h a t  t h e  

Hebrew p e o p l e  were "born f
1 o u t  o f  t h e  " complex i ty  o f  e t h n i c  - 

s t o c k s  t h a t  went i n t o  t h e  making o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  S e m i t i c  

peop les" .  2 2  The " complexi ty"  was a  r e s u l t  o f  a  g r e a t  i n f l u x  

o f  p e o p l e s  i n t o  t h e  S y r i a / P a l e s t i n e  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  second 

mi l l en ium.  H u r r i a n s  ( t h e  H o r i t e s  o f  t h e  B i b l e ) ,  G u t i a n s ,  

- - 
E l a m i t e s ,  H i t t i t e s ,  and Amori tes  came i n  from t h e  nor_th, 

e a s t ,  and w e s t ,  t a k i n g  advan tage  o f  t h e  c o n s t a n t  c o n f l i c t  

o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c i t y  s t a t e s  t o  i n f i l t r a t e  t h e  e n t i r e  Levan t .  

2 2 ~ .  J .  Meek, Hebrew O r i g i n s  (New York, Evans ton ,  and 
London: Harper  i$ Row, 1936,  r e v i s e d  1950 and 1 9 6 0 ) ,  p .  6 .  

2 3 ~ 1 1  d a t e s  f o l l o w i n g  w i l l  be b e f o r e  t h e  common e r a  - 
u n l e s s  n o t e d  o t h e r w i s e .  



Meek emphas ized  t E a t  " t h e  p e r i o d  around 1750 was a  most un- 

s e t t l e d  one i n  t h e  Near E a s t ,  w i t h  a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  l i t t l e  

s t a t e s  i n  c o n t i n u a l  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  one a n o t h e r  and f r e q u e n t l y  

chang ing  s t a t u s " .  2 4  Another  group known a s  t h e  Hyksos,  a 

cong lomera te  mass o f  h e t e r o g e n e o u s  e l e m e n t s 1 f 2 5  marched 

t h r o u g h ,  becoming s t r o n g  enough t o  p e n e t r a t e  a l l  t h e  way i n -  

t o  Egyp t ,  subdu ing  t h e  E g y p t i a n s  and g a i n i n g  p o l i t i c a l  con-  

t r o l  u n t i l  Pharaoh Amosis was a b l e  t o  d r i v e  them o u t  i n  t h e  

s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

Meek n o t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  L a r s a  Dynas ty ,  cune i fo rm t e x t s  

from t h e  end  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  word "bab i ru"  was 

found.  L a t e r  t e x t s  o f  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  As ia  Minor ,  t h e  

Mari  l e t t e r s  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  

Nuzi t e s t s ,  f i f t e e n t h  and f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  H i t t i t e  t e x t s  

from Boghaz-koi  i n  A n a t o l i a ,  t h e  T e l l  el-Amarna l e t t e r s  from- 

Egypt o f  t h e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  A s s y r i a n  t e x t s  o f  t h e  

t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y ,  and a  Baby lon ian  t e x t  o f  t h e  e l e v e n t h  c e n -  

t u r y Z 6  a l s o  s p e a k  o f  t h e  h a b i r u .  Meek d e f i n e d  t h i s  name a s  

a  r e b e l l i o u s ,  wander ing ,  a l i e n  p e o p l e  who seem t o  be e v e r y -  

where ,  b u t  n e v e r  welcome. He b e l i e v e d  t h i s  t e r m  repr-esented  

d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,  n o n - S e m i t i c  a s  w e l l  a s  S e m i t e s ,  

" wi th  a  t e n d e n c y  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  t o  p redomina te .  2 7  E q u a t i n g  

2 4 ~ e e k ,  O r i g i n s ,  p .  3 .  



t h e  name w i t h  "Hehew" ( i b r i ) ,  he b e l i e v e d  i t  was d e r i v e d  

from t h e  Hebrew word "abar"  which means " t o  c r o s s"  o r  " t h e  

c r o s s e r "  (nomad). 2 8  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  name, b a b i r u ,  which 

began a s  a n  a p p e l l a t i v e  " w i t h  no e t h n i c  c o n n o t a t i o n  whatever"  

became t h e  name o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  group o f  p e o p l e  "whom we know 

a s  t h e  Hebrews". 2 9  The name o f  t h e  eponymous a n c e s t o r  o f  t h e  

Hebrew n a t i o n ,  Eber ,  ( t h e  g r e a t ,  g r e a t  g r a n d f a t h e r  o f  Abraham) 

he c l a i m e d ,  was from t h e  same r o o t .  

D r .  Meek presumed t h a t  Abraham, t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  t o  

be c a l l e d  a  ~ e b r e w , ~ '  e n t e r e d  t h e  upper  T i g r i s - E u p h r a t e s  a r e a  

w i t h  one o f  t h e  m i g r a t i o n s  o f  H u r r i a n s  i n  1750,  n o t  a s  con-  

q u e r o r s  b u t  immigrants  who l i v e d  on f r i e n d l y  t e r m s  w i t h  t h e  

i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e .  The Hebrews s e t t l e d  i n  Canaan bu t  main- 

t a i n e d  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t o c k  i n  t h e  upper  

E u p h r a t e s  R ive r  r e g i o n ,  a s  ev idenced  by t h e  b i b l i c a l  s t o r y  - 

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  a  w i f e  f o r  I s a a c  from Haran 31 

and J a c o b ' s  r e t u r n  t o  Haran f o r  h i s  wives3'. Meek saw many- 

a n a l o g i e s  i n  t h e  b i b l i c a l  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  Hebrew 

P a t r i a r c h s  w i t h  H u r r i a n  w r i t i n g s .  T r a d i t i o n s  such  a s  t h e  

i n a l i e n a b i l i t y  o f  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by R a c h e l ' s  - 



t h e f t  o f  h e r  f a t h c r l s  t e raph im33  and J a c o b ' s  p u r c h a s e  o f  E s a u l s  

b i r t h r i g h t 3 4  he f e l t  showed s i m i l a r i t i e s  t o  t h o s e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  

t a b l e t s  d a t i n g  from t h e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  found a t  Nuzi i n  

Mesopotamia. 

Meek a l s o  saw a  s i m i l a r i t y  i n  t h e  laws o f  t h e  Hurr ' ians 

and t h e  Hebrews, c o n c l u d i n g  t h a t  t h e  "Hebrews were i n  p a r t  of  

H u r r i a n  e x t r a c t i o n " .  35 He found t h a t  t h e  Hebrew laws showed 

Babylonian  i n f l u e n c e ,  a s  w e l l ,  bu t  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  Canaan i t e  

laws were drawn from t h e  Babylonian  laws (Hammurabi's Code) 

s o  t h a t  t h e  Babylonian  i n f l u e n c e  t h a t  i s  found i n  t h e  Hebrew 

law came by way o f  t h e  Canaan i t e  law and n o t  d i r e c t l y  from 

t h e  Babylonian .  He r e c o g n i z e d  v e r y  l i t t l e ,  i f  a n y ,  i n f l u e n c e  

o f  t h e  H i t t i t e  o r  A s s y r i a n  l a w s ,  h i n t i n g  a t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  

Hebrew a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e s .  H i s  c o n c l u -  

s i o n  was t h a t  t h e  Hebrews borrowed from t h e  H u r r i a n  and 

Canaan i t e  l e g a l  c o d e s ,  a d a p t i n g  t h e  laws t o  s u i t  t h e i r  own 

p a r t i c u l a r  needs .  36 
- 

A p a r t  o f  t h i s  i n i t i a l  i n f l u x  o f  Hebrews was c a r r i e d  

down i n t o  Egypt w i t h  t h e  Hyksos, s a i d  Meek, a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  

t h e  b i b l i c a l  s t o r y  o f  Abraham's v i s i t  t o  ~~~~t~~ and J o s e p h ' s  
- .  

3 3 ~ e n e s i s  31: 1 9 .  

3 4 ~ e n e s i s  2 5 :  31-4 .  

3 5 ~ e e k ,  O r i g i n s ,  p .  80.  

3 6 ~ b i d .  p .  81. 

3 7 ~ e n e s i s  1 2 :  1 0 f f .  



s o j o u r n  t h e r e . 3 8  T h e  Hyksos were e x p e l l e d  from Egypt a round  

1560 and Meek assumed t h a t  t h e  Hebrews l e f t  w i t h  them, f o r  

t h e y  would have been unwelcome under  t h e  new E g y p t i a n  reg ime.  

However, Meek emphas ized ,  t h i s  was n o t  t h e  Exodus o f  t h e  B i b l e .  

R e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  h i g h l a n d s  a round t h e  J o r d a n  R i v e r ,  

t h e y  r e j o i n e d  kinsmen who had remained  b e h i n d .  Meek n o t e d  

t h a t  t h o s e  who had n o t  gone down i n t o  Egypt were now more 

n a t i v e  ( C a n a a n i t e ? )  t h a n  Hebrew b u t  a s s o c i a t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  

t h e  Hebrews e a r l y  because  o f  common needs  and fundamenta l  r e -  

l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s .  For a  c e n t u r y  o r  more,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t r i b e s  

o f  Hebrews i n f i l t r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  u n t i l  t h e y  c o n t r o l l e d  

"a c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o r t i o n" .  39 T h i s  t ime  i s  w e l l  documented by 

t h e  T e l l  el-Amarna l e t t e r s  which t e l l  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o b -  

lems e n c o u n t e r e d  by t h e  C a n a a n i t e  c i t y  s t a t e s  d u r i n g  t h e  f i f -  

t e e n t h  and f o u r t e e n t h  ~ e n t u r i e s . ~ '  Meek n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  f a l l -  

o f  J e r i c h o  was p r o b a b l y  i n  1407 and t h a t  Shechem was g i v e n  

o v e r  t o  t h e  Hab i ru  a t  abou t  t h e  same t i m e ,  p r o b a b l y  a  r e s u l t -  

o f  t h i s  movement. 

T h i s  was a l s o  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  Hebrew conques t  o f  t h e  

- - 
c i t y  o f  A i ,  Meek remarked,  b u t  acknowledged t h a t  A i  - 

3 9 ~ e e k ,  O r i g i n s ,  p .  23. 

4 0 ~ h e  Amarna l e t t e r s  c o n s i s t  m o s t l y  o f  a p p e a l s  f rom 
C a n a a n i t e  p r i n c e s  t o  Egypt ,  begg ing  f o r  h e l p  a g a i n s t  an  i n -  
v a d i n g  n e i g h b o r  o r  t h o s e  unwelcome h a b i r u .  See P r i t c h a r d ,  " 
The Anc ien t  Near E a s t ,  pp. 262-277. 



was unoccup ied  a t - t h a t  t i m e .  P r o f e s s o r  Meek r e a s o n e d  t h a t  t h e  

a u t h o r  o f  t h e  b i b l i c a l  a c c o u n t  r e a l l y  meant t h e  c i t y  o f  B e t h e l ,  

n o t  A i  ( an  e x p l a n a t i o n  p r o f f e r e d  by many s c h o l a r s ) .  B e t h e l  

was a b o u t  one m i l e  from A i ,  and shows e v i d e n c e  o f  a  s e v e r e  

c o n f l a g r a t i o n  i n  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  r i g h t  t ime  f o r  

t h e  conques t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Meek's ch rono logy .  Meek saw Joshua  

a s  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h i s  e a r l y  i n v a s i o n  which encouraged  t h e  

l o o s e l y  o r g a n i z e d  t r i b e s  o f  h a b i r u  t o  u n i t e  i h  t h e i r  common 

c a u s e .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  some o f  t h e  t r i b e s ,  " probab ly  o n l y  t h e  

J o s e p h  t r i b e s  a t  f i r s t f f 4 '  Meek s u g g e s t e d ,  o r g a n i z e d  a  c o n f e d -  

e r a t i o n  o r  amphictyony.  Meet ing  a t  Shechem n e a r  Mount Ger iz im,  

t h e y  made a  covenan t  and a g r e e d  on a  code o f  laws which were 

p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  t h e  C a n a a n i t e  l a w s ,  f o r ,  Meek reminded t h e  

r e a d e r ,  many h a b i r u  had l i v e d  among t h e  C a n a a n i t e s  f o r  more 

t h a n  a  c e n t u r y  b e f o r e  t h e i r  c o n f e d e r a t i o n .  T h i s  amphictyony; 

Meek b e l i e v e d ,  was " t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  what i s  l a t e r  t o  be known 

a s  I s r a e l " .  The a l l i e s  had become a  " people" ,  and t h e  "name 

o f  J a c o b  was changed t o  I s r a e l " .  42 

D r .  Meek p roposed  t h a t  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  t r i b e s  had i t s  

own t r i b a l  god, some based  on dead  a n c e s t o r s ,  o t h e r s  o n  a n i -  

mals  o r  f o r c e s  o f  n a t u r e .  A t  t h e i r  c o n f e d e r a t i o n  a t  Shechem, 

t h e  amalgamated t r i b e s  a c c e p t e d  t h e  c u l t  o f  t h e  b u l l  who was 

4 1 ~ e e k ,  O r i g i n s ,  p .  26. 

4 2 ~ b i d .  p .  26. 



known a s  E l  o r  Baal  f o r  t h e i r  covenan t  p a c t .  However, he 

c a u t i o n e d ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  d i s c o n t i n u e  t h e  worsh ip  

o f  o t h e r  gods a t  t h a t  t i m e .  The t r a d i t i o n a l  f o u n d e r  of  t h e  

b u l l  c u l t ,  Meek s a i d ,  was Aaron from t h e  t r i b e  o f  Ephriam 

( J o s e p h ) ,  t h e  dominant t r i b e  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  h i g h l a n d s .  

Because o f  t h i s ,  t h e  E p h r i a m i t e s  became t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

p r i e s t s  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  I s r a e l i t e  t r i b e s .  

Dur ing  t h i s  u n s e t t l e d  t i m e ,  Meek p roposed  t h a t  m i -  

g r a t i o n s  westward c o n t i n u e d .  Seek ing  p a s t u r a g e  b u t  n o t  a b l e  

t o  p e n e t r a t e  s o u t h e r n  Canaan, nomads moved s o u t h  a l o n g  t h e  

d e s e r t  where t h e y  mingled  " wi th  t h e  t r i b e s  o f  K e n i t e s ,  

C a l e b i t e s ,  J e r a h m e e l i t e s  and o t h e r s  i n  t h e  g r a s s l a n d s  of  

t h e  Negeb". 4 3  He b e l i e v e d  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  a t t e m p t s  t o  pene -  

t r a t e  s o u t h e r n  Canaan a r e  r e c o r d e d  i n  Num. 14:39-45  and 

Deut .  1 :41 -44 .  One s m a l l  band o f  h a b i r u ,  t h e  L e v i t e s ,  Meek . 
u 

s p e c u l a t e d ,  c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  Goshen on E g y p t ' s  n o r t h e a s t e r n  

boundary ,  where f o r e i g n e r s  were o f t e n  p e r m i t t e d  t o  r ema in .  - 

Evidence  o f  t h e  L e v i t e s  i n  Egypt ,  Meek p o i n t e d  o u t ,  i s  found 

i n  t h e i r  E g y p t i a n  names, s u c h  a s  "Moses, A s s i r ,  P a s h u r ,  Hophni,  

P h i n e h a s ,  M e r a r i ,  and P u t i - e l " .  4 4  No o t h e r  t r i b e ,  he-.notFd, 

p o s s e s s e d  E g y p t i a n  names. 45 

The Levi  h a b i r u  p r o s p e r e d  i n  Egyp t ,  and grew i n  num- 

b e r .  But t h e  b e n e v o l e n t  e i g h t e e n t h  E g y p t i a n  d y n a s t y  was 



over thrown i n  t h e l a t e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

d y n a s t y  e n s l a v e d  t h e  S e m i t i c  p e o p l e  f o r c i n g  t h e  ' a p i r u  (Meek 

a c c e p t e d  ' a p i r u  a s  t h e  E g y p t i a n  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h e  Akkadian 

h a b i r u )  i n t o  c o r v e g  l a b o r ,  b u i l d i n g  c i t i e s  l i k e  P i - tum and 

Pi-Ramesses ( h i s  s p e l l i n g )  which Meek a c c e p t e d  a s  t h e  b i b l i -  

c a l  c i t i e s  Pi thom and Raamses o f  Exodus 1: l l .  He i d e n t i f i e d  

t h e  pha raoh  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s i o n  a s  Ramesses I1 (1290-1223) .  

Moses, t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  L e v i t e s ,  t o o k  advan tage  

o f  a n  u n s e t t l e d  p e r i o d  i n  Egypt j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  

Pharaoh S e t i  I1 (1194) and l e d  h i s  p e o p l e  o u t .  (Meek n o t e d  

t h a t  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  some h a b i r u  s t a y e d  on i n  Egypt ,  p o i n t -  

i n g  o u t  t h a t  an  i n s c r i p t i o n  from t h e  t ime  o f  Ramesses I V  

f i f t y  y e a r s  l a t e r  s t i l l  r e c o r d s  some ' a p i r u  t h e r e .  4 6  T h i s ,  

t h e n ,  was t h e  b i b l i c a l  Exodus, a c c o r d i n g  t o  D r .  Meek. 

Back t o  t h e  d e s e r t  t h e  L e v i t e s  f l e d ,  c r o s s i n g  t h e  

"Sea o f  Reeds" which Meek i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  Gulf o f  Aqabah, 

b u t  he does  n o t  i d e n t i f y  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p roposed  c ross - -  

i n g  o f  t h i s  l a r g e  body o f  w a t e r .  4 7  They r e j o i n e d  t h e i r  k i n s -  

men i n  t h e  Negeb. But t h e r e  was no way t h e  d e s e r t  c o u l d  have 

s u p p o r t e d  s o  many p e o p l e ,  he mused, f o r  t h e  L e v i t e s  h-ad mul- 

t i p l i e d  w h i l e  i n  Egypt ,  s o  t h e y  s e a r c h e d  f o r  a  p l a c e  t o  s e t t l e .  

F i r s t ,  Moses l e d  them t o  t h e  h o l y  mounta in  o f  S i n a i - H o r e b ,  

which l o c a t i o n  Meek a d m i t t e d  h a s  n o t  been i d e n t i f i e d  b u t  he 

4 6 ~ b i d .  p .  35 .  

4 7 ~ e e  Exodus 13 :18  f o r  t h e  b i b l i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  
c r o s s i n g .  



s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  i f ' m u s t  have been j u s t  e a s t  o f  t h e  Gulf o f  

Aqabah. T r a d i t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  mounta in  was i n  t h e  S i n a i  

p e n i n s u l a ,  b u t  Meek f e l t  t h a t  canno t  be s o ,  f o r  t h a t  was t h e  

l o c a t i o n  o f  E g y p t i a n  copper  and t u r q u o i s e  mines ,  and Moses 

s u r e l y  would no t  have l e d  h i s  p e o p l e  t o  a  r e g i o n  where t h e  

E g y p t i a n s  were i n  c o n t r o l .  

From t h e  h o l y  mounta in  e a s t  o f  Aqabah, Moses l e d  h i s  

p e o p l e ,  now g r e a t l y  e n l a r g e d  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t r i b e s  from 

t h e  d e s e r t ,  t o  Kadesh, l o c a t i o n  a l s o  unknown, where t h e y  

u n i t e d ,  formed a  c o n f e d e r a c y  i n  a  s i m i l a r  manner a s  J o s h u a  

had done w i t h  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  a t  Shechem 100 y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  

"and many a n o t h e r  i n  s i m i l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  b o t h  b e f o r e  and 
48 

a f t e r " .  

The Moses Hebrews, f o r  r e a s o n s  Meek c o u l d  n o t  e x p l a i n ,  49 

adop ted  an  Arab ian  n a t u r e  god a s  t h e i r  u n i f y i n g  d e i t y .  Meek' 

s t a t e d  t h a t  it was n o t  u n u s u a l  f o r  a  t r i b e  t o  abandon i t s  own 

d e i t i e s  i n  f a v o r  o f  a  new one and n o t e d  t h a t  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  
- 

t r i b e  o f  Dan had done t h e  same th ing . ' '  The d e i t y  which t h e  

Moses Hebrews chose  was c a l l e d  Yah, Yahu, o r  Yahweh; a  name 

which Meek b e l i e v e d  was d e r i v e d  from t h e  A r a b i c  r o o t  2!hwyG, 

" t o  blow", f o r  Yahweh was o r i g i n a l l y  a  s t o r m  god. Meek e x -  

p l a i n e d  t h a t  Moses p e r c e i v e d  Yahweh t h r o u g h  h i s  E g y p t i a n  

4 8 ~ e e k ,  O r i g i n s ,  p .  36.  

4 9 ~ b i d .  p .  116.  



h e r i t a g e  and a t t r l ' b u t e d  t o  Yahweh powers s u c h  a s  t h e  c r e a t i o n  

o f  e v e r y t h i n g ,  which was an  o l d  E g y p t i a n  l i t u r g i c a l  fo rmula .  

To emphas ize  Yahweh's powers ,  Moses i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  name 

Yahweh t o  mean "he c a u s e s  t o  be what comes t o  pass" .  (For  

t h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  Meek m a n i p u l a t e d  ' ehyeh ' a s h e r  ' ehyeh i n t o  

' ahyeh l a s h e r  y i h e y e h  and a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  vagueness  and un-  

c e r t a i n t y  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  name t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  word was 

f o r e i g n  t o  t h e  Hebrews) .  52 

Al though Meek a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  " c r e a t o r  god" 

t o  Moses' E g y p t i a n  i n f l u e n c e ,  he d e n i e d  t h a t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  

r e v o l u t i o n  o f  Akhenaten a  c e n t u r y  e a r l i e r ,  had any  c o n n e c t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  development  o f  Hebrew monotheism. I n  f a c t ,  t h e  Moses 

r e l i g i o n ,  Meek d e c l a r e d ,  was n o t  monotheism ( t h e  b e l i e f  i n  

one u n i v e r s a l  god) b u t  m o n o l a t r y
s 3  ( t h e  emphas iz ing  o f  one 

god t o  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  o t h e r s ) .  I n  f a c t ,  he b e l i e v e d  t h e r e -  

i s  e v i d e n c e  t o  show t h a t  t h e  L e v i t e s  (Moses' t r i b e )  were a l s o  

s 2 ~ e e k ,  O r i g i n s ,  p .  107 .  
- - 

b 3 ~ r .  Meek was one o f  t h e  f i r s t  t o  u s e  t h e  t e r m s  "mon- 
o l a t r y "  and "henothism" which a r e  h a r d l y  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  i n  
d e f i n i t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  World Book Encyc loped ia  D i c t i o n a r y  
(Chicago:  Doubleday 4 Company, F i e l d  E n t e r p r i s e s  E d u c a t i o n a l  
C o r p o r a t i o n ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  pp .  922, 1254,  and 1255.  Monola t ry  i s  
d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  worsh ip  o f  b u t  one god when o t h e r  gods a r e  
n o n e t h e l e s s  b e l i e v e d  t o  e x i s t .  Henothism i s  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  
one god a s  t h e  d e i t y  o f  a  r a c e ,  t r i b e ,  and s o  f o r t h ,  w i t h o u t  
c l a i m i n g  he i s  t h e  o n l y  god. W e b s t e r ' s  T h i r d  New I n t e r n a t i o n -  
a l  D i c t i o n a r y  (Chicago:  Merr iam-Webster ,  I n c . ,  1981) d e f i n e s  
b o t h  t e r m s  a s  t h e  worsh ip  o f  one god w i t h o u t  deny ing  t h e  e x -  - 
i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  gods.  Meek d e f i n e d  heno the i sm a s  t h e  a b s o r b -  
t i o n  o f  o t h e r  gods ( s e e  h i s  Hebrew O r i g i n s ,  p .  206) .  



s e r p e n t  w o r s h i p p e r s ,  n o t i n g  t h e  many r e f e r e n c e s  between t h e  

L e v i t e s  and t h e  s e r p e n t  c u l t .  54 

Uni t ed  by Yahweh, t h e i r  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  Kadesh, t h e  

Moses t r i b e s ,  Meek p o i n t e d  o u t ,  were now composed of  L e v i t e s ,  

S i m e o n i t e s ,  K e n i t e s ,  C a l e b i t e s ,  and o t h e r s ,  pushed  n o r t h  t o  

Beersheba  and Hebron j u s t  s o u t h  o f  J e r u s a l e m .  Known l a t e r  

a s  J u d a h ,  a f t e r  one o f  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s ,  t h i s  c o n f e d e r a c y  con-  

t r o l l e d  t h e  l a n d  i n  t h e  s o u t h  between t h e  Dead Sea and P h i l i s t i a .  

These Judaeans  grew i n  p o l i t i c a l  power u n t i l ,  f i n a l l y ,  t h r o u g h  

t h e i r  t r i b e s m a n ,  David,  t h e y  were a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  b o t h  t h e  Sou th-  

e r n  Confederacy  (Judah)  and t h e  Nor the rn  Confederacy  ( I s r a e l ) .  

T h i s  was t h e  means by which ,  Meek p o s t u l a t e d ,  Yahweh d i s p l a c e d  

t h e  b u l l  c u l t  o f  t h e  N o r t h ,  becoming t h e  n a t i o n a l  god o f  t h e  

newly u n i t e d  s t a t e .  He saw t h e  r i s e  o f  Judah  a s  p a r a l l e l  

w i t h  t h e  r i s e  o f  Yahwism, i n d i c a t i n g  Yahweh's c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  

w i t h  Judah .  

The b i b l i c a l  a u t h o r s  w r o t e  many y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  m i - -  

f i c a t i o n  and were ,  Meek s u g g e s t e d ,  p r o b a b l y  unaware o f  Yahweh's 

o r i g i n s ,  a c c e p t i n g  him a s  t h e  god o f  t h e  f a t h e r s ,  Abraham, 

I s a a c ,  and J a c o b  even  though he was n o t .  5 5  For some r e a s b n ,  

unknown t o  Meek (and everybody e l s e )  I s r a e l  was used  a s  t h e  

name f o r  t h e  whole n a t i o n  w h i l e  Judah  remained t h e  name 

5 4 ~ x o d u s  1 7 : 1 5 ;  4 : 2 - 5 ;  1 5 : 2 6 ;  23 :25 ;  Numbers 2 1 : 8 ;  
I s i a h  6 : 2 , 6 ;  14 :29 ;  3 0 : 6 ;  Deuteronomy 8 : 1 5 ;  Kings 1 : 1 9 ;  
Nehemiah 2 :  13.  



o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  r e g i o n  o n l y .  But because  Yahweh was t h e  

n a t i o n a l  god,  he  became t h e  God o f  I s r a e l .  

The peak  o f  Yahwism came i n  t h e  Uni t ed  Kingdom o f  

David. T h i s  i s  d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  c l a i m e d  Meek, by t h e  r a p i d  i n -  

c r e a s e  o f  Yahweh names, e s p e c i a l l y  among t h e  h i g h e r  c l a s s e s  

l i k e  t h e  n o b i l i t y  who more r e a d i l y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  new c u l t .  

The L e v i t e s ,  Meek supposed ,  had become t h e  p r i e s t l y  o r d e r  

o f  t h e  J u d a e a n s  because  t h e y  were t h e  pr ime p r o t a g o n i s t s  o f  

t h e  Yahweh movement from t h e  t i m e  o f  Moses. A s  Meek s t a t e d  

above ,  he b e l i e v e d  t h e  E p h r i a m i t e s  ( Joseph  t r i b e )  founded by 

Aaron were t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p r i e s t s  o f  t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e  p r o -  

t e c t o r s  and p romote r s  o f  t h e  b u l l  c u l t .  They c o n t i n u e d  t o  

p r a c t i c e  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  f r e e l y ,  even  though Yahwism was made 

t h e  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e  r e l i g i o n .  C o n f l i c t s  a r o s e  between t h e  

two c u l t s ;  r i v a l r i e s  which were p r o b a b l y  p o l i t i c a l  i n  n a t u r e -  

r a t h e r  t h a n  r e l i g i o u s  a s  t h e y  were a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  

between t h e  Ephriam p r i e s t s  and t h e  L e v i t e  p r i e s t s  r a t h e r  - 

t h a n  between t h e  w o r s h i p p e r s  o f  Baal  and Yahweh. By t h e  

t ime  o f  Solomon, Meek n o t e d ,  t h e  r i v a l r i e s  had r e a c h e d  a  peak  

s o  t h a t  a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h ,  t h e  u n i t e d  n a t i o n  o f  I s r a e l  -again 

s e p a r a t e d .  But by t h e n ,  he a s s e r t s ,  Yahwism had a  f i r m  h o l d  

even  i n  t h e  Nor th ,  s o  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  t h e  p r o p h e t s ,  Yahweh 

e v o l v e d  i n t o  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  c r e a t o r  found i n  t h e  B i b l e .  

Meek s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t r i b a l  c o n f e d e r -  

a c i e s  o f  I s r a e l  ( n o r t h )  and Judah  ( s o u t h )  u n i t e d  under  one 

l e a d e r ,  King S a u l ,  * o n l y  when b o t h  were f a c e d  w i t h  a  common 

* ( a  Benjami te  and t h u s  a  n o r t h e r n e r )  



enemy, t h e  Philistines. David ,  a  s o u t h e r n e r ,  was a b l e  t o  

accompl i sh  r e a l  n a t i o n a l  u n i f i c a t i o n  o n l y  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  

P h i l i s t i n e  t h r e a t  l a s t e d  and by t h e  t ime  o f  Solomon, t h e  o l d  

d i f f e r e n c e s  between I s r a e l  and Judah  had r e a p p e a r e d  and t h e y  

a g a i n  s e p a r a t e d .  

P r o f e s s o r  Meek e x p l a i n e d  t h e  p r e s e n t  b i b l i c a l  form 

which d e s c r i b e s  Joshua  a s  Moses' l i e u t e n a n t  came abou t  a s  a  

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  t r i b e s ,  b o t h  n o r t h  

and s o u t h ,  i n t o  a  n a t i o n a l  u n i t  under  David. Each t r i b e  

a d o p t e d  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  o t h e r ,  f u s i n g  them i n t o  one s o  

t h a t  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  one t r i b e  became t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  

t h e  whole n a t i o n .  The b i b l i c a l  accoun t  i s  h e a v i l y  b i a s e d  

toward  t h e  s o u t h ,  Meek e x p l a i n e d ,  because  it  was w r i t t e n  by 

Judaeans  . 
S c h o l a r s h i p  i n  Nor th  America had t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been . 

dominated  by C h r i s t i a n  p r i n c i p l e s  and i n  1933,  T. J .  Meek 

was a  pace  s e t t e r  f o r  t h e  f r e e  f l o w  o f  new i d e a s  t h a t  was - 

emerging  i n  academic c i r c l e s .  H i s  b o l d  t h e s e s  were an e x -  

ample o f  t h e  modernism t h a t  p r e o c c u p i e d  t h e  whole c o u n t r y  

d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  and 1 9 3 0 ' s .  56 A s  a  h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  - .  
- -  

t h e o l o g i a n ,  Meek's r a d i c a l  t h e o r i e s  were g i v e n  c a r e f u l  con,- 

s i d e r a t i o n  by b o t h  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s  and h i s  m o d e r n i s t  

c o l l e a g u e s .  He s t o o d  a t  t h e  t h r e s h o l d  o f  a  new e r a  i n  

s c h o l a r s h i p ,  i n i t i a t i n g  t h e  f r e e  exchange o f  i d e a s  on a  sub-  

j e c t  p r e v i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r e d  u n t o u c h a b l e  by C h r i s t i a n  t h e o l o -  

g i a n s :  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  v a l u e  o f  t h e  B i b l e .  

5 6 ~ o g e r s  and McKim, The A u t h o r i t y ,  p .  3 4 8 .  



CHAPTER I1 

MEEK'S CONTEMPORARIES 

The P r o t e s t a n t  Church had been t r a u m a t i z e d  o v e r  t h e  

c o n f l i c t  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  i n e r r a n c y  o f  t h e  B i b l e ,  a n d ,  i n  1927,  

it a d o p t e d  a  r e p o r t  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  c h u r c h  would n o t  i s s u e  

d e f i n i t i o n s  on " e s s e n t i a l  d o c t r i n e s " ,  5 7  t a k i n g  t h e  p o s i t  i o n  

o f  a n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m .  I t  was p e r h a p s  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h a t  

t h e r e  were no p u b l i s h e d  r e v i e w s
5

*  o f  Meek's work from funda-  

m e n t a l i s t s  who now c la imed  t h a t  s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r s  were some- 

t i m e s  b e t t e r  i f  t h e y  were w i t h o u t  advanced t h e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n -  

i n g .  59 

Those t h e o l o g i a n s  who were m o d e r n i s t s  ( o r  a t  l e a s t  

n o t  f a n a t i c  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s )  rev iewed Meek's work i n  t h e  

t h e o l o g i c a l  j o u r n a l s  o f  t h e  day.  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  

which most o f  Meek's t h e s e s  d i f f e r e d  w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

b i b l i c a l  n o t i o n s ,  t h e  r e v i e w s  were s u r p r i s i n g l y  m i l d .  

Most o f  P r o f e s s o r  Meek's c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  found no - - 

f a u l t  w i t h  h i s -v i e w  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  m i l i e u  o f  s e c o n d -m i l -  

len ium S y r i a / P a l e s t i n e ,  n o r  d i d  t h e y  q u a r r e l  w i t h  h i s  t ime  

f rame.  None a r g u e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Hebrews w i t h  

5 7 ~ b i d .  p .  x i x .  

5 8 ~ f  t h e r e  were any s c h o l a r l y  r e v i e w s ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  
s u r v i v e .  

5 9 ~ o g e r s  and McKim, The A u t h o r i t y ,  p .  xx .  



t h e W h a b i r u " .  I .  6. Matthews w r o t e  i n  t h e  Croze r  Q u a r t e r l y ,  
V 

a  j o u r n a l  p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  Croze r  T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary i n  

~ h i l a d e l ~ h i a , ~ '  "Wide r e a d i n g  and ma tu re  t h o u g h t  l i e s  i n  t h e  

background o f  e a c h  c h a p t e r"  b u t  was g e n t l y  s k e p t i c a l  o f  what 

he  te rmed t h e  " double  Exodus t h e o r y" .  L .  W .  B a t t e n  wro te  i n  

Churchman, "(Meek) shows t h a t  t h e  Hebrews were a  homogen- 

eous  p e o p l e  i n  t h a t  t h e y  were a l l  S e m i t e s ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e y  r e a l -  

l y  d i f f e r e d  much from e a c h  o t h e r "  which i s n ' t  r e a l l y  what 

Meek s a i d  a t  a l l .  B a t t e n  had no q u a r r e l  w i t h  any  o f  Meek's 

i d e a s  b u t  c a l l e d  t h e  work " f i r s t  r a t e " ,  y e t  c a u t i o n e d  r e a d e r s  

t o  approach  t h e  m a t e r i a l  d i l i g e n t l y  and c a r e f u l l y .  The a u t h o r  

on t h e  r e v i e w  i n  The C h r i s t i a n  Cen tu ry ,  i d e n t i f i e d  o n l y  a s  

H .  L .  W .  , 6 2  a c c e p t e d  D r .  Meek's " admi rab le  c o n t r i b u t i o n f 1  t o  

b i b l i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  and h i s t o r y ,  w h i l e  t h e  Rev. C u t h b e r t  A .  

Simpson remarked i n  The L i v i n g  Church,  63  " so s t r i k i n g l y  do . 

t h e s e  s t o r i e s  (of  t h e  P a t r i a r c h s )  r e f l e c t  H u r r i a n  customs 

t h a t  i t  might  w e l l  be a rgued  t h a t  t h e  h e r o e s  o f  them were 

themse lved  H u r r i a n s  who l a t e r  became Hebrews by a d o p t i o n" ,  

and " D r .  Meek h a s  s o  c o g e n t l y  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  e v i d e n c e  f o r  h i s  

p o s i t i o n  t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e  how i t s  g e n e r a l  c o r r e c t -  
- .  

n e s s  c a n  be s u c c e s s f u l l y  d i s p u t e d" .  Rev. Simpson was t h e  

6 0 ~ .  G .  Matthews,  "Book Reviews", The C r o z i e r  Q u a r t e r l y  
Vol .  14  ( J a n . ,  1 9 3 7 ) ,  p .  66.  

6 1 ~ .  W .  B a t t e n ,  "Along t h e  Bookshelves" ,  Churchman 
Vol .  151  ( J a n .  1 5 ,  1 9 3 7 ) ,  p .  1 7 .  

6 2 ~ .  L .  W . ,  "Yahweh's People" ,  The C h r i s t i a n  Cen tu ry  
Vol .  53 (Nov. 4 ,  1 9 3 6 ) ,  p .  1464.  

6 3 ~ u t h b e r t  A .  Simpson, "Books o f  t h e  Dayvf,  E l i z a b e t h  
McCracken, e d i t o r ,  The L i v i n g  Church #96 ( ~ e b :  2 0 ,  1 9 3 7 ) ,  
p .  231. 



o n l y  one t o  a d m i t- t h a t  he found it  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a g r e e  w i t h  

Meek i n  h i s  t h e s i s  t h a t  Yahweh was unknown t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n e r s  

u n t i l  t h e  t ime  o f  David ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was room f o r  

"a d i f f e r e n c e  o f  op in ion" .  He u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  Hebrews t o  have 

i n i t i a l l y  e m i g r a t e d  from t h e  v o l c a n i c  r e g i o n  s o u t h e a s t  of  

P a l e s t i n e ,  e a s t  o f  t h e  Gulf o f  Aqabah. Mount S i n a i ,  t h e n ,  

would n o t  have been  l o c a t e d  n e a r  Kadesh, b u t  was a  vo lcano  

whose a w e - i n s p i r i n g  a c t i v i t y  was a s c r i b e d  t o  Yahweh by t h e  

e a r l y  nomads. Because o f  t h i s ,  t h e y  may have c o n n e c t e d  t h i s  

power w i t h  t h u n d e r  s t o r m s ,  Simpson mused, which a r e  n o t  un- 

l i k e  v o l c a n i c  a c t i v i t y .  I f  b o t h  t h e  n o r t h  and s o u t h  were 

f o l l o w e r s  o f  t h e  same god,  Yahweh, it f o l l o w s  t h a t  t h e y  must 

have o r i g i n a t e d  from t h e  same p l a c e  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  con-  

t r a r y  t o  Meek's t h e s i s  o f  a  200- yea r  s e p a r a t i o n  between m i -  

g r a t i o n s .  Simpson acknowledged t h a t  o n l y  some o f  t h e  Hebrews 

went down i n t o  Egypt and p e r h a p s  a f t e r  many y e a r s  t h e  c h a r a c -  

t e r  o f  Yahweh d i f f e r e d  between t h e  n o r t h e r n  t r i b e s  and t h e  - 

Moses t r i b e s ,  s o  t h a t  what happened a t  t h e  t ime  o f  t h e  u n i -  

f i c a t i o n  under  David was " not  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  new god 

t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  t r i b e s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  t o  them - 

o f  a  r i c h e r  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  and a t t r i b u t e s  o f  a  

god t h e y  a l r e a d y  knew, and w i t h  whom t h e y  f e l t  t h e m s e l v e s  

t o  s t a n d  i n  a  p e c u l i a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p " .  

Regarding  Meek's t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  p r i e s t s ,  Rev. 

Simpson g e n t l y  s u g g e s t e d  " s l i g h t  m o d i f i c a t i o n s "  t o  i n c l u d e  - 

Yahweh p r i e s t s  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  w h i l e  a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  t h e  c u l t  

o f  Yahweh was n o t  a s  w i d e l y  p r a c t i c e d  t h e r e  a s  i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  



and f a u l t e d  Meek w i t h  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  s u f f i c i e n t -  

l y  between e a r l y  and l a t e  m a t e r i a l ,  b u t  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e s e  

"minor" p o i n t s  . 
Today, n o t  much can  be d i s c e r n e d  abou t  t h e  q u a l i f i c a -  

t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  r e v i e w e r s ,  b u t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  magazines  i n  

which t h e y  p u b l i s h e d  t h e i r  r e v i e w s  i s  e v i d e n t .  T h e i r  g e n t l e  

t r e a t m e n t  o f  Meek's work i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e y  were p o l i t e  t h e o l -  

o g i a n s  who, a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s ,  would n o t  o p e n l y  c r i t i -  

c i z e  a  c o l l e a g u e .  I t  seems t h a t  t h e y  were e i t h e r  i n t i m i d a t e d  

by Meek's academic background,  o r  t h e y  were j u s t  t o o  c o u r t e o u s  

t o  d i s a g r e e .  

An American b i b l i c a l  s c h o l a r  and a u t h o r ,  Wi l l i am 

Foxwell  A l b r i g h t  was a n o t h e r  o f  Meek's c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .  D r .  

A l b r i g h t  was c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  American s c h o o l  of  

t h o u g h t  which p roposed  h i s  i d e a s .  He t a u g h t  a t  Johns  Hopkins 

U n i v e r s i t y  from 1929 u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1971,  where he a c -  

q u i r e d  a  f o l l o w i n g  o f  d e v o t e d  s t u d e n t s  such  a s  Frank M .  C r o s s ,  

John B r i g h t ,  and Samuel N .  Freedman. Like Meek, A l b r i g h t  was 

a  d o c t o r  o f  t h e o l o g y  and p r o f e s s o r  o f  S e m i t i c  l a n g u a g e s ,  b u t  

he was a l s o  a n . a c c o m p l i s h e d  a r c h a e o l o g i s t .  Yet A l b r i g h t  was 

g e n t l e  i n  h i s  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  Meek's work a l s o .  H i s  r e v i e w  con-  

s i s t e d  o n l y  o f  a  b r i e f  comment on Hebrew O r i g i n s  i n  a n  a r t i c l e  

e n t i t l e d  "Some New A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  Books" i n  t h e  A p r i l ,  1937 

6 4  . B u l l e t i n  o f  t h e  American S c h o o l s  o f  O r i e n t a l  Resea rch  I n  

64  See pp .  28-29 .  



which he acknowledged Meek's competence i n  Hebrew and Akkadian 

and app lauded  Meek's " c h a l l e n g i n g  and s t i m u l a t i n g  t r e a t m e n t"  

o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l ,  e x p r e s s i n g  agreement  on many p o i n t s  such  

a s  p o l i t i c a l  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  h i s t o r y ,  b u t  d i f f e r i n g  on 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  o r i g i n s .  

To f i n d  D r .  A l b r i g h t ' s  t r u e  v i e w s ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

r e a d  h i s  books ,  From t h e  S tone  Age t o  ~ h r i s t i a n i t ~ ~ ~  and The 
B i b l i c a l  P e r i o d  from Abraham t o  E z r a .  66  These r e v e a l  h i s  be-  

l i e f  ( u n l i k e  Meek's)  t h a t  t h e  p i c t u r e  p r e s e n t e d  by Genes i s  i s  

e s s e n t i a l l y  h i s t o r i c a l  and t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no v a l i d  r e a s o n  t o  

doubt  " t h e  g e n e r a l  a c c u r a c y  o f  t h e  b i o g r a p h i c a l  d e t a i l s  and 

t h e  s k e t c h e s  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  which make t h e  P a t r i a r c h s  come 

a l i v e  w i t h  a  v i v i d n e s s  unknown t o  a  s i n g l e  e x t r a b i b l i c a l  

c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h e  whole v a s t  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  Near 

Eas t" .  6 7  A l b r i g h t  was n o t  a  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  b u t  an  a r c h a e o l - .  

o g i s t  and r e l i e d  on e x c a v a t i o n s  t o  v a l i d a t e  h i s  t h e s e s ,  f i n d -  

i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c i t y  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  P a t r i a r c h s  t o  be 

" c l i n c h e d"  by t h e  Nuzi t e x t s  and o t h e r  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  d i s -  

c o v e r i e s .  

C o n t r a r y  t o  Meek's "Hur r i an  I n f l u x"  t h e o r y ,  Al-briglit 

found Abraham coming i n t o  Canaan from t h e  c i t y  o f  U r  i n  

6 5 ~ .  F .  A l b r i g h t ,  From t h e  S tone  Age t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y  
( B a l t i m o r e :  Johns  Hopkins P r e s s ,  1957) .  

6 6 ~ .  F .  A l b r i g h t ,  The B i b l i c a l  P e r i o d  From Abraham To 
E z r a  Harper  Torchbook E d i t i o n  (New York: Harper  6 Row, 
I n c . ,  1 9 6 3 ) .  



s o u t h e r n  Babylon around t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a s  t h e  l e a d e r  

o f  donkey c a r a v a n s  which t r a v e l e d  n o r t h  a l o n g  an e s t a b l i s h e d  

c a r a v a n  r o u t e  t o  Haran,  and a l o n g  t h e  edge o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  

d e s e r t  i n t o  Egypt .  Haran ,  A l b r i g h t  s t a t e d ,  means "Caravan 

and a l l  o f  t h e  p l a c e s  w i t h  which Abraham i s  connec ted  

were i m p o r t a n t  c a r a v a n  s t a t i o n s .  The n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  

c l a imed  A l b r i g h t ,  was a  t ime  when P a l e s t i n e  was r e c o v e r i n g  

from t h e  nomadic a t t a c k s  o f  t h e  Amori tes  ( w e s t e r n  S e m i t e s )  

which t h i n n e d  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c e n t u r y .  6 9  While 

Abraham was a t t e n d i n g  t o  h i s  work, he l e f t  h i s  f a m i l y  a t  G e r a r ,  

a b o u t  10 km. from Beer sheba ,  where t h e y  l i v e d  a s  ' ? r e s i d e n t  

a l i e n s " .  7 0  He n o t e d  t h a t  Genes i s  2 0 : l  t e l l s  o f  t h i s  t i m e ,  

and Old A s s y r i a n  documents found i n  Cappadocia ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

E g y p t i a n  i n s c r i p t i o n s  s e t  up a t  S e r a b i t  e l-Khadim i n  w e s t e r n  

S i n a i  c o n f i r m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  donkey c a r a v a n  t r a d e  was a t  a  

h i g h  p o i n t  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  J u s t  a s  Meek d i d ,  

A l b r i g h t  e q u a t e d  t h e  t e rm "habiru" ( ' a p i r u )  w i t h  "Hebrew" - 

., 

b u t  d e f i n e d  i t  a s  " something l i k e  'donkey-man' ,  donkey d r i v e r ,  

h u c k s t e r ,  c a r a v a n e e r t t 7 l  r a t h e r  t h a n  "nomad". O r i g i n a l l y ,  he 

s p e c u l a t e d ,  i t -m a y  have meant " dus ty"  r e f e r r i n g  t o  the.  d u s t  

t h a t  donkeys r a i s e  when t r a v e l i n g .  

6 9 ~ d .  From t h e  Stone  Age, p .  155 .  

7 0 ~ d .  The B i b l i c a l  P e r i o d ,  p .  6 .  

7 1 ~ b i d .  p .  5.  



During t h e- f o l l o w i n g  c e n t u r i e s ,  under  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  

o f  Egypt ,  c i t y  s t a t e s  were o r g a n i z e d  i n  t h e  c o a s t a l  p l a i n s  

o f  Canaan w h i l e  t h e  h i l l  c o u n t r y  remained i n  t h e  t r i b a l  s t a g e  

o f  development .  I t  was i n  t h i s  h i l l  c o u n t r y  t h a t  t h e  Hebrews, 

d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  Abraham and a  m i x t u r e  o f  West S e m i t i c  p e o p l e s  

from t h e  " P l a i n  o f    ram",^' s p r e a d  and grew i n  number d u r i n g  

t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  P a t r i a r c h s .  A l b r i g h t  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  Hebrew 

t r a d i t i o n  p r e s e n t s  a  c l e a r  p i c t u r e  o f  t r i b a l  and f a m i l y  o r i -  

g i n s  which need a s  t h e o l o g i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  b u t  a r e  i n  f a c t  

s u p p o r t e d  by a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  d i s c o v e r i e s :  The P a t r i a r c h s ,  he 

a s s e r t e d ,  were r e a l  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  n o t  symbols and can  be 

t r a c e d  by Hebrew t r a d i t i o n  t o  t h e  B a l i k h  V a l l e y  i n  n o r t h -  

w e s t e r n  Mesopotamia. "We know c i t i e s  ( l i k e  Haran ,  Nahor, and 

Gerar  o f  Gen. 20 and 24) t o  have f l o u r i s h e d  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

and e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s " 7 3  and t h a t  t h e y  were i m p o r t a n t  

t r a d e  c e n t e r s .  He p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  even though t h e  P a t r i a r c h -  

a l  n a r r a t i v e s  were modernized abou t  t h e  t e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  such  

a  r e v i s i o n  "does n o t  d i s p r o v e  t h e  a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  t h e  under -  

l y i n g  t r a d i t i o n " .  7 4  Even assuming t h e s e  n a r r a t i v e s  began a s  

o r a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  does  n o t  d i s c r e d i t  t h e i r  g e n e r a l  accur-acy; '  

f o r ,  a s  A l b r i g h t  n o t e d ,  " i n  many ways t h e  o r a l l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  

r e c o r d  i s  s u p e r i o r" .  7 5 

l L I d .  From t h e  S tone  Age, p .  237. 

7 3 ~ d .  The B i b l i c a l  P e r i o d ,  p .  2 .  



A l b r i g h t  a g r e e d  w i t h  Meek t h a t  a t  one t ime  t h e  P a t r i -  

a r c h s  f o l l o w e d  t h e i r  own i n d i v i d u a l  t r i b a l  d e i t i e s ,  b u t  t h a t  

v e r y  e a r l y  t h e y  made t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  c h o i c e  t o  f o l l o w  Yahweh 

o v e r  a l l  o t h e r s .  He r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be-  

tween Yahweh and Moses, b u t  d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  Meek's s u p p o s i t i o n  

t h a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  t r i b e s  d i d  n o t  know t h e i r  god b e f o r e  t h e  

Exodus. 

D r .  A l b r i g h t  d i f f e r e d  w i t h  Meek's o r i g i n  o f  Yahweh, 

a l s o  s t a t i n g  t h a t  Yahweh was un ique  t o  t h e  Hebrews from t h e i r  

b e g i n n i n g .  He t r a n s l a t e d  Yahweh i n  o n l y  one way, "he c a u s e s  

t o  be'' i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  o n l y  meaning which makes 

any s e n s e .  P r o f e s s o r  A l b r i g h t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  A k h e n a t e n ' s  

worsh ip  o f  t h e  Aten i n  t h e  l a t e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  may have 

i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  m o n o t h e i s t i c  theme t o  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  d u r i n g  

t h e i r  s t a y  i n  Egypt ,  w h i l e  D r .  Meek i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h i s  e p i -  - 

sode  p l a y e d  no p a r t  i n  t h e  development  o f  Hebrew monotheism. 

Meek d i d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  Moses may have been i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e -  

i d e a  o f  t h e  " c r e a t o r  god" theme o f  t h e  E g y p t i a n s ,  and A l b r i g h t  

a g r e e d ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  P t a h ,  t h e  god o f  Memphis (Egypt)  was a  

" g r e a t  c r e a t o r " .  But A l b r i g h t  f u r t h e r  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  tfie 

U g a r i t i c  god E l  was a l s o  a  " g r e a t  c r e a t o r " .  The U g a r i t i c  

E l  canno t  be d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  from t h e  C a n a a n i t e  E l  who would 

t h e r e f o r e  be t h e  same E l  which Meek i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  n o r t h -  

e r n  t r i b e s .  A l b r i g h t  s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  " g r e a t  c r e a t o r "  

theme may have a r i s e n  i n  a  l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  Near E a s t  even  - 

b e f o r e  t h e  b i b l i c a l  n a r r a t i v e s  were w r i t t e n .  7 6  

7 6 ~ d  From t h e  S tone  Age, p .  2 5 9 .  



A l b r i g h t  s a w  t h e  c o n q u e s t  a s  j u s t  t h a t ,  and d a t e d  it 

t o  t h e  second  h a l f  o f  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a  d a t e  t h a t  i s  

w i t h i n  t w e n t y - f i v e  t o  f i f t y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  d a t e  which Meek 

p r o p o s e s  a s  t h e  t ime  o f  Moses' e n t r y  i n t o  s o u t h e r n  Canaan. 

A l b r i g h t  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e r e  had been i n t i m a t e  c u l t u r a l  and 

p o l i t i c a l  c o n t a c t  between Egypt and P a l e s t i n e / S y r i a  from 2000 

t o  1300 w i t h  many E g y p t i a n s  l i v i n g  i n  P a l e s t i n e  and j u s t  a s  

many S e m i t e s  l i v i n g  i n  Egypt .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  many Hebrews 

had e n t e r e d  Egypt a s  a  component o f  t h e  i n v a d i n g  Hyksos con-  

q u e r o r s ,  a s  d i d  Meek, b u t  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  Hyksos were main- 

l y  o r  even  e n t i r e l y  o f  Nor thwest  S e m i t i c  s t o c k ,  c l o s e l y  a k i n  

t o  t h e  Hebrews, r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  " conglomera te  mass o f  h e t e r o -  

geneous e l emen t s ' '  p roposed  by D r .  Meek. 

A s  t h e i r  a l l i e s ,  A l b r i g h t  b e l i e v e d ,  t h e  Hebrews f a r e d  

w e l l  i n  Egypt under  Hyksos s u z e r a i n t y ,  u n t i l  Egypt r a l l i e d  - 

t o  e x p e l  them i n  1560.  But A l b r i g h t  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was 

no r e a s o n  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  S e m i t e s  were d r i v e n  o u t  - 

a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and a  p a r t  o f  t h o s e  who remained became t h e  

Moses group.  He a g r e e d  t h a t  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p a r t  o f  t h e  

Hebrew p e o p l e  n e v e r  went down i n t o  Egypt a t  a l l  b u t  remained  - 

i n  t h e  h i l l  c o u n t r y  o f  Canaan, and t h a t  t h e  two groups  k e p t  

w e l l  in formed o f  e a c h  o t h e r  by way o f  normal  t r a d e  movements 

between Canaan and Egypt .  When t h e  Moses group r e t u r n e d  t o  

Canaan, s w o l l e n  i n  numbers ,  t h e y  j o i n e d  t h e i r  t r i b a l  k i n d r e d  

w i t h  enough f o r c e  t o  o v e r t a k e  many Canaan i t e  c i t i e s .  Nowhere 

d i d  A l b r i g h t  s u g g e s t  a  200- yea r  s e p a r a t i o n  between s e t t l e -  

ments a s  d i d  Meek, n o r  a  double  exodus .  



A l b r i g h t  a z m i t t e d  t h a t  i t  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e -  

c o n s t r u c t  t h e  e x a c t  sequence  o f  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  Exodus b u t  

t h o u g h t  t h a t  a  number o f  t h i n g s  were v e r y  c l e a r .  He a g r e e d  

w i t h  Meek i n  h i s  a s sumpt ion  t h a t  t h e  pha raoh  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  

was Ramesses I1 who r u l e d '  Egypt from 1290-1224,  and t h a t  

p e r - r e  ~ e m a s e s ~ ~  and Pi thom were t h e  c i t i e s  ment ioned  i n  

Exodus 1. A l b r i g h t  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Moses group a s  " I s r a e l i t e s " ,  

f o r  i n  h i s  mind, a l l  o f  t h e  Hebrews became Sons o f  I s r a e l  

a f t e r  J a c o b ' s  name was changed t o  I s r a e l  d u r i n g  t h e  t ime  of  

t h e  P a t r i a r c h s ,  n o t  mere ly  t h e  n o r t h e r n  t r i b e s  a s  Meek had 

s u g g e s t e d .  

A l b r i g h t  d i f f e r e d  w i t h  Meek on t h e  r o u t e  t a k e n  by t h e  

f l e e i n g  I s r a e l i t e s .  Dur ing  a n  e x p e d i t i o n  i n  1947 and 1948 

i n  which he t r a v e l e d  supposed  r o u t e s ,  A l b r i g h t  became con-  

v i n c e d  t h a t  Moses l e d  h i s  p e o p l e  from t h e  e a s t e r n  d e l t a  t o  - 

t h e  c o a s t  o f  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  t h r o u g h  a  g r e a t  papyrus  marsh 

which he i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  b i b l i c a l  yam s u f  (Reed Sea)  n o t  - 

t h e  Gulf o f  Aqabah, a s  Meek s u g g e s t e d .  The I s r a e l i t e s  e s t a b -  

l i s h e d  a  base  camp a t  Kadesh- ba rnea ,  b u t  a s  t h e y  were u n a b l e  
- * 

t o  p e n e t r a t e  s o u t h e r n  Canaan, f o r  i t  was w e l l  f o r t i f i e d ,  t h e y  

e n t e r e d  t h e  S i n a i  P e n i n s u l a .  Un l ike  Meek, A l b r i g h t  r e a s o n e d  

t h a t  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  were w e l l  a q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  copper  mines 

i n  t h e  S i n a i ,  f o r t h e y e s t a b l i s h e d  a  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  

t h e  K e n i t e s  whose name means " copper smi ths" .  78  A s  donkey 

7 7 ~ h i s  i s  A l b r i g h t  ' s s p e l l i n g .  

7 8 ~ l b r i g h t ,  From t h e  S tone  Age, p .  257. 



nomads, t h e  ~ s r a e l i t e s  o f  t h e  Exodus would have t r a v e l e d  

t h r o u g h  t h e  p a s t u r e  l a n d s  o f  t h e  Negeb and T r a n s j o r d a n ,  j u s t  

a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  Numbers 33 ,  u n t i l  abou t  1224,  when, under  

J o s h u a ,  t h e  conques t  began.  

A l b r i g h t  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  way t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  

c o u l d  move i n t o  Canaan was t h r o u g h  T r a n s j o r d a n ,  where t h e  

towns were few and p o p u l a t i o n  was s p a r s e .  Moreover ,  he 

s t a t e d ,  j u s t  wes t  o f  t h i s  a r e a  were f o r e s t e d  h i l l s  o f  G i l e a d ,  

p e r f e c t l y  d e s i g n e d  by n a t u r e  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  y e t  

t h i n l y  p o p u l a t e d .  I t  was from h e r e ,  he presumed,  t h a t  t h e  

I s r a e l i t e s  won t h e i r  f i r s t  v i c t o r i e s ,  s o l i d l y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

t h e m s e l v e s  b e f o r e  t h e i r  i n v a s i o n  o f  Canaan. 

Conceding t h a t  J o s h u a ' s  f e a t s  may be s l i g h t l y  e x a g -  

g e r a t e d ,  A l b r i g h t  f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  was,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a  c e r -  

t a i n  amount o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  C a n a a n i t e  p e o p l e  and p r o p e r t y ,  

f o r  he p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  i f  t h e y  had n o t  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  c i t i e s ,  

I s r a e l  would have been a b s o r b e d  i n t o  t h e  C a n a a n i t e  c u l t u r e  - 

i n s t e a d  o f  c r e a t i n g  t h e i r  own. He e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  e r o s i o n  

h a s  o b s c u r e d  t h e  r u i n s  o f  J e r i c h o ,  l e a d i n g  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  t o  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  i X  was unoccupied  a t  t h e  t ime  o f  t h e  conques t  

(1224) .  A l b r i g h t  d i s a g r e e d ,  s a y i n g  t h e  town was o c c u p i e d  

b u t  had no s p e c i a l  w a l l  a round i t ,  f o r t i f i e d  o n l y  by t h e  

r u i n e d  Middle Bronze Age ( c i r c a  1400) w a l l  which was s t r e n g t h -  

ened  by e x t e r i o r  house w a l l s  s t a n d i n g  above i t .  

A s  f o r  A i ,  A l b r i g h t  a g r e e d  w i t h  Meek t h a t  t h e  b i b l i c a l  

b a t t l e  d i d  indeed  t a k e  p l a c e  a t  B e t h e l .  He e x p l a i n e d  t h e  A i -  

B e t h e l  problem by p o i n t i n g  t o  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e x c a v a t i o n s  



which have shown,- according t o  A l b r i g h t ,  t h a t  a  t w e l f t h  cen-  

t u r y  I s r a e l i t e  town covered  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  Canaan i t e  

town o f  B e t h e l  s o  c o m p l e t e l y  t h a t  i t  p r o b a b l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  

A l ,  which he a d m i t s  had been i n  r u i n s  s i n c e  2500. 

A l b r i g h t  contended t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  I s r a e l  i n t o  

t h e  twe lve  t r i b a l  s e c t i o n s  was n o t  done u n t i l  j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  

c o n q u e s t ,  bu t  i t  fo l lowed  a n c i e n t  t r i b a l  l i n e s  j u s t  a s  t h e  

B i b l e  d e c l a r e s .  He a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  Hebrew 

d i a l e c t s ,  cus toms,  and even p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  t h e  

n a t u r a l  g e o g r a p h i c  b a r r i e r s  o f  t h e  l a n d  which f a v o r e d  c a n t o n -  

i z a t i o n .  P r o f e s s o r  A l b r i g h t  assumed t h a t  t h e  names g i v e n  t o  

e a c h  o f  t h e  twe lve  t r i b e s  were s e l e c t e d  by t h e  t r i b e s  from 

a n c e s t r a l  names d a t i n g  back hundreds  o f  y e a r s .  These twe lve  

t r i b e s  formed a  r e l i g i o u s  and p o l i t i c a l  c o n f e d e r a t i o n  a t  

shechem7' s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  amphictyony o f  t h e  Greeks and 

I t a l i a n s  o f  a  l a t e r  p e r i o d .  I t  was a  f e d e r a t i o n  o f  d i s t i n c t  . 
t r i b e s ,  grouped around a  c e n t r a l  s a n c t u a r y  which u n i f i e d  them 

i n  r e l i g i o n ,  p o l i t i c s ,  l a n g u a g e ,  and cus toms.  A l b r i g h t  p o i n t -  

e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  covenant  a t  S i n a i  (which Meek p l a c e d  100 y e a r s  

a f t e r  t h e  c o n f e d e r a t i o n  a t  Shechem) had been e s s e n t i a - l l y  r e :  

l i g i o u s  i n  c h a r a c t e r  bu t  t h a t  t h e  c o n f e d e r a t i o n  a t  Shechen 

7 9 ~ h e c h e m  would have been e s s e n t i a l  t o  any p o l i t i c a l  
power a s  i t  was a t  an  i m p o r t a n t  c r o s s r o a d  f o r  t r a d e  r o u t e s .  
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  shows t h a t  i t  was c o n s i d e r e d  h o l y  
by t h e  C a n a a n i t e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s ,  and was an  
i m p o r t a n t  c u l t i c  c e n t e r  a t  l e a s t  a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  t h i r d  
mi l l en ium.  



under  J o s h u a  was t r u e  amphictyony which u n i f i e d  t h e  t r i b e s  

i n  b o t h  r e l i g i o n  and p o l i t i c s .  80 

Al though u n i f i e d ,  A l b r i g h t  o b s e r v e d ,  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  

were s t i l l  i n  a  t r i b a l  s o c i e t y ,  governed  by c h a r i s m a t i c  

l e a d e r s  ( t h e  judges )  who were r e s p e c t e d  by t h e i r  f e l l o w  c o u n t r y -  

men r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t r i b a l  a f f i l i a t i o n .  T h i s  p o l i t i c a l  f rame-  

work l a s t e d  u n t i l  t h e  P h i l i s t i n e s  invaded t h e  h i g h l a n d s ,  an  

e v e n t  which f o r c e d  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  t o  u n i t e  under  a  s i n g l e  

l e a d e r ,  t h u s  i n i t i a t i n g  t h e  monarchy. 

P r o f e s s o r  A l b r i g h t  s t u d i e d  t h e  Hebrew laws c a r e f u l l y  

and found two d i s t i n c t  c a t e g o r i e s ,  t h e  c a s u i s t i c  laws and 

t h e  a p o d i c t i c  laws .  He d e f i n e s  c a s u i s t i c  law a s  c i v i l  law 

which r e f l e c t s  a  s imple  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t y  s u c h  a s  I s r a e l ' s  

b e f o r e  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  monarchy. Al though he found 

p a r a l l e l s  w i t h  t h e  Nuzi l a w s ,  a s  d i d  Meek, he found c l o s e r  - 

s i m i l a r i t i e s  w i t h  A s s y r i a n  merchant  c o l o n i e s  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h o s e  laws d e a l i n g  w i t h  c o n t r a c t s  o f -  

a n  economic n a t u r e .  For t h i s  r e a s o n ,  he s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  

Hebrew c a s u i s t i c  laws came d i r e c t l y  from t h e  e a r l i e r  law 
- - 

codes  o f  Ur-Nammu, L i p i t - I s t a r ,  Eshnunna, and Hammurabi 

(Baby lon) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  A s s y r i a n  and H i t t i t e  l e g a l  c o d e s .  

A l l  Mesopotamian s o c i e t i e s  t r a c e  t h e i r  laws  t o  t h e s e  s o u r c e s ,  

he s t a t e d ,  and was "aghas t "  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  any o f  t h e s e  b o r -  

rowings  came t h r o u g h  C a n a a n i t e  law,  a s  d i d  Meek. A l b r i g h t  

8 0 ~ l b r i g h t ,  The B i b l i c a l  P e r i o d ,  p .  3 6 .  



d e f i n e d  t h e  a p o d i c t i c  laws  a s  t h e  " thou  s h a l t  n o t 1'  laws which 

he t r a c e s  d i r e c t l y  t o  Moses, o r  a t  l e a s t  t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  

I s r a e l ,  and c l a imed  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  u n i q u e l y  I s r a e l i t e .  He be-  

l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e s e  r e f l e c t e d  "a m o n o t h e i s t i c  sys t em w i t h  v e r y  

l o f t y  e t h i c a l  s t a n d a r d s" .  81 T h i s  was a  p o i n t  on which Meek 

s t a t e d  t h a t  A l b r i g h t  was " d e f i n i t e l y  wrong1182 i n  h i s  assump- 

t i o n  t h a t  t h e  a p o d i c t i c  laws were unique  t o  t h e  Hebrews. 

Al though o f  d i f f e r i n g  o p i n i o n s ,  T .  J .  Meek and W .  F. 

A l b r i g h t  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  Nor th  American e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  P r o -  

t e s t a n t  c l e r g y  t o  f i n d  r e a l  h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  B i b l e .  A few y e a r s  

e a r l i e r  i n  Europe ,  t h e  m o d e r n i s t  movement had a l r e a d y  begun 

w i t h  German s c h o l a r s  l e a d i n g  t h e  way i n  b o t h  new i d e a s  and 

i n  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e x c a v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Near E a s t .  A l b r e c h t  

A l t  (1883-1956) who was a  u n i v e r s i t y  p r o f e s s o r ,  D i r e c t o r  of  

t h e  German E v a n g e l i c a l  I n s t i t u t e  (Fur  A l t e r t u m s w i s s e n s c h a f t  - 

d e s  H e i l i g e n  Landes) i n  J e r u s a l e m ,  and P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  German 

V e r e i n  s u r  Enforschung d e s  H e i l g e n  Landes,  was c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  

f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  German s c h o o l  o f  t h o u g h t .  H i s  most no tewor thy  

f o l l o w e r s  i n c l u d e d  M a r t i n  Noth and George Mendenhal l  who pub- 

l i s h e d  t h e s e s  i n  agreement  w i t h  A l t .  T h e i r  c o n c e p t s  -were-' 

i n s p i r e d  by t h e  a r t i f a c t u a l  m a t e r i a l ,  i n s c r i p t i o n s ,  and 

a n c i e n t  l i t e r a t u r e  uncovered  by a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  

two c e n t u r i e s .  Meek had a d o p t e d  many o f  t h e  c o n c e p t s  o f  t h e  

8 1 ~ b i d .  p .  1 9 .  

8 2 ~ e e k ,  O r i g i n s ,  p .  7 2 .  



German s c h o o l  sucfi a s  t h e i r  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  t h e  Hebrew movement 

i n t o  Canaan was "no s i n g l e  movement comple ted  i n  a  s h o r t  t i m e ,  

b u t  a  s e r i e s  o f  movements by s i n g l e  t r i b e s  and bands which may 

w e l l  have l a s t e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  c e n t u r i e s " .  8  3  

A l t  acknowledged t h e  p o l i t i c a l  u n r e s t  of S y r i a / P a l e s t i n e  

i n  t h e  e a r l y  second m i l l e n i u m .  He viewed t h e  C a n a a n i t e  c i t y  

s t a t e s  a s  f o r t i f i e d  c i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  f i e l d s  and v i l l a g e s  round 

abou t  i t ,  c o v e r i n g  o n l y  abou t  a  f i v e  km. a r e a .  The t r a d e  

r o u t e s  r a n  t h r o u g h  t h e  p l a i n s  wherever  p o s s i b l e ,  o n l y  c r o s s -  

i n g  t h e  mounta ins  when t h e r e  was no a l t e r n a t i v e .  For t h i s  

r e a s o n ,  he c o n c l u d e d ,  t h e  mounta in  r e g i o n s  remained  s p a r s e l y  . 
p o p u l a t e d  and changed l i t t l e  o v e r  t h e  f i r s t  s e v e r a l  c e n t u r i e s  

o f  t h e  second  m i l l e n i u m ,  a l l o w i n g  nomads t o  s e t t l e  t h e r e  un-  

m o l e s t e d .  A l t  a g r e e d  w i t h  Meek t h a t  t h e  Hebrews moved i n t o  

S y r i a / P a l e s t i n e  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  Hyksos,  and o t h e r s  i n  a  s low, '  

g e n e r a l l y  p e a c e f u l  m i g r a t i o n .  He a l s o  a c c e p t e d  t h e  i n t e r -  

n a t i o n a l  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  Hyksos,  n o t i n g  t h e i r  S e m i t i c ,  - 

H u r r i a n ,  and Indo-Germanic names. However, A l t  was n o t  con-  

v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  I s r a e l i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  can  be e q u a t e d  w i t h  t h e  

h a b i r u .  
- - 

V 
- .  

Although t h e  h i l l  c o u n t r y  o f f e r e d  l i t t l e  o p p o s i t i o n ,  

A l t  r eckoned t h a t  a  few i n d i v i d u a l  v i c t o r i e s  may have t a k e n  

p l a c e .  He conc luded  t h a t  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  and o t h e r s  s e t t l e d  

8 3 ~ l b r e c h t  A l t .  Es savs  On Old Tes tament  H i s t o r v  and 
R e l i g i o n ,  R .  A .  ~ i l s o n , '  T r a n s .  (Garden C i t y ,  ~ e w '  York: 
Anchor Books, Doubleday C, Co.,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  228. 



i n  t h e  h i g h l a n d s  Tong enough t p  t u r n  g r a d u a l l y  from t h e i r  semi-  

nomadic way o f  l i f e  t o  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  econy ,  d e v e l o p i n g  

t h e i r  own c i v i l i z a t i o n  and forming n a t i o n a l  t e r r i t o r i e s .  84 

The t r i b e s  u n i t e d ,  he s a i d ,  because  o f  k i n s h i p  (son  t o  mother)  

o r  because  of p r o x i m i t y .  These u n i o n s  gave them power s o  t h a t  

t h e y  were a b l e  t o  g a i n  c o n t r o l  o v e r  l a r g e  t e r r i t o r i e s .  He 

c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Canaan i t e  c i t y  s t a t e s  

were named a f t e r  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i e s  bu t  t h a t  t h e  names o f  t h e  

h i l l  c o u n t r y  peop le  r e f l e c t e d  t h o s e  t r i b e s  upon whose m i l i t a r y  

s t r e n g t h  t h e y  depended. I s r a e l i t e s ,  J u d a e a n s ,  Edomites ,  

Moab i t e s ,  Amonites,  and s o  f o r t h ,  a r e  names which wer i n d i c a -  

t i v e  o f  a  f e e l i n g  o f  n a t i o n a l  u n i t y .  A l t  concluded t h a t  t h e  

t r i b e s  were s e p a r a t e d  by t h e  n a t u r a l  geography o f  t h e  l a n d .  

He a g r e e d  w i t h  Meek t h a t  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  formed an  amphictyony,  

b u t  t h a t  t h e  covenant  was a  mora l  o b l i g a t i o n  o n l y .  I t  d i d  - 

n o t  govern  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  

A l t  a g r e e d  w i t h  A l b r i g h t  and Meek i n  t h a t  t h e  deve lop-  

ment o f  Yahweh may have been i n f l u e n c e d  by Egyp t i an  t e n e t s  

o f  f a i t h .  He n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  " E l "  d e i t i e s  were l o c a l i z e d  a t  

c e r t a i n  h o l y  p l a c e s  i n  P a l e s t i n e ,  b u t  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  

t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  may have worshipped them d u r i n g  and a f t e r  t h e i r  

s e t t l e m e n t ,  t h e r e  i s  no e v i d e n c e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e y  worshipped 

them b e f o r e  t h a t  t i m e ,  i n f e r r i n g  t h a t  t h e  Hebrews were a lways  

Yahweh w o r s h i p p e r s  who were mere ly  o c c a s i o n a l l y  d i s t r a c t e d .  85  



However, he g r a n t c d  t h a t  e a r l i e r  t r i b e s  worshipped o t h e r  c u l t s  

and may have been i n t r o d u c e d  t o  Yahweh t h r o u g h  t h e  K e n i t e s ,  

a l t h o u g h  he found no p r o o f  f o r  t h a t .  He p r e f e r r e d  t h e  i d e a  

t h a t  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  Yahweh was p r a c t i c e d  a s  one c u l t  among 

many, f o r  he saw no a b r u p t  p o i n t  when Yahweh became t h e  God 

o f  I s r a e l ,  b u t  s u c h  a  r e l i g i o n  "can o n l y  have come abou t  l o n g  

a f t e r  t h e  e n t r y  i n t o  P a l e s t i n e " .  86  

Both t h e  German s c h o o l  and t h e  American s c h o o l  a g r e e d  

w i t h  Meek t h a t  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  a d o p t e d  t h e  c a s u i s t i c  laws s h o r t -  

l y  a f t e r  t h e y  e n t e r e d  Canaan because  o f  t h e i r  new way o f  l i f e  

a s  a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s .  T h e i r  new c i r c u m s t a n c e s  r e q u i r e d  new 

r e s t r i c t i o n s  and s o  t h e y  borrowed from t h e i r  u r b a n  n e i g h b o r s .  

However, A l t  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  borrowing was from t h e  C a n a a n i t e s ,  

a s  d i d  Meek. A l t  and Meek a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  a p o d i c t i c  laws were 

more a n c i e n t ,  r e f l e c t i n g  an  e a r l i e r  nomadic e x i s t e n c e  and t h a t  

a l l  o f  t h e  Near E a s t e r n  p e o p l e s  were h e i r s  t o  t h i s  " p r i m i t i v e"  

Bedouin law,  e a c h  a d a p t i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e i r  own n e e d s . -  

The Hebrews, Meek and A l t  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  v e r y  g r a d u a l l y  adop ted  

a  s e t t l e d  l i f e ,  c a u s i n g  them t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  e a r l y  nomadic 

l a w s ,  s u c h  a s  food  t a b o o s  and i n h e r i t a n c e  r u l e s ,  l o n g e r  t h a n  

t h e i r  u rban  b r e t h r e n .  A l t  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  t h e s e  

a p o d i c t i c  laws c a u s e d  a  c o n t i n u a l  s t r u g g l e  between t h e  a n c i e n t  

nomadic i d e a l s  and t h e  u r b a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  n e e d s ,  and t h a t  t h i s  

s t r u g g l e  remained  a  major  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r  



h i s t o r y .  A l t  c i t e d  t h i s  a s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  mere- 

l y  borrowed from t h e  C a n a a n i t e s  b u t  n e v e r  submerged t h e m s e l v e s  

i n t o  C a n a a n i t e  c u l t u r e .  I f  t h e y  had ,  he c l a i m e d ,  " h i s t o r y  

would n o t  have h e a r d  from them aga in" .  8 7  Meek, on t h e  o t h e r  

hand,  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  Hebrews who remained  i n  Canaan be-  

came q u i t e  n a t i v e .  

A s  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s ,  t h e  German s c h o o l  

found l i t t l e  r e a l  h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  b i b l i c a l  n a r r a t i v e s .  I n s t e a d ,  

Noth, an  e x t r e m e l y  c r i t i c a l  t h e o l o g i a n ,  88 wro te  o f  t h e  " themes" 

i n  t h e  P e n t a t e u c h  which were based  on t h e  s e p a r a t e  t r a d i t i o n s  

o f  t h e  many c l a n s .  He p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  " t r a n s i t i o n  from 

t h e  Bronze Age ( b e f o r e  1200) t o  t h e  I r o n  Age ( a f t e r  1200) was 

a s t i r  w i t h  many d i f f e r e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  movements89 and many t k ' i b e s  

came i n t o  t h e  l a n d  o r  r e s e t t l e d  i n  new a r e a s .  He found h i s -  

t o r i c a l  b a s i s  t o  some b i b l i c a l  r e f e r e n c e s  s u c h  a s  a n  b r a e l i t e -  

E g y p t i a n  c o n n e c t i o n  which i n c l u d e s  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  s l a v e  l a b o r  

- 90 i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  E g y p t i a n  c i t i e s  o f  Pi thom and Raamses, 

t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  E g y p t i a n s  a t  s ea , "  and t h e  e n c o u n t e r  

w i t h  god a t  a  s a c r e d  m o ~ n t a i n . ' ~  Bu t ,  l i k e  Meek, he c o u l d  n o t  

8 8 ~ e r n e r  K e l l e r ,  The B i b l e  A s  H i s t o r y ,  p .  199 .  

8 9 ~ a r t i n  Noth,  A H i s t o r y  o f  P e n t a t e u c h a l  T r a d i t i o n s ,  
t r a n s .  Bernhard  W .  Anderson (Ch ico ,  C a l i f . :  S c h o l a r s  
P r e s s ,  1981) .  



l o c a t e  t h e  sacred- mountain nor  t h e  s e a  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  and even 

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Moses was p r o b a b l y  n o t  o r i g i n a l l y  connec ted  w i t h  

t h e  Exodus a t  a l l g 3  bu t  borrowed from a n o t h e r  t r a d i t i o n .  

The Passover  r i t e ,  he t h o u g h t ,  was an  a n c i e n t  nomadic 

s a c r i f i c i a l  p r a c t i c e  which was c a r r i e d  o v e r  i n t o  a g r i c u l t ' u r a l  

l i f e .  Combined w i t h  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f e s t i v a l  o f  Unleavened 

Bread which was c e l e b r a t e d  a t  a  t ime  when t h e  m i g r a t o r y  nomads . 
were changing from w i n t e r  t o  summer p a s t u r e s ,  t h e  r i t e s  even-  

t u a l l y  grew i n t o  t h e  Passover  r i t e  found i n  t h e  B i b l e .  9 4  Af- 

t e r  t h e  Exodus, t h o s e  c l a n s  who had been i n  Egypt p r o b a b l y  

became i n v o l v e d  i n  a  number o f  t r i b a l  groups  s o  t h a t  what t h e y  

e x p e r i e n c e d  was d i s s e m i n a t e d  i n  wider  c i r c l e s ,  e v e n t u a l l y  be-  

coming a  b a s i c  t e n e t  o f  f a i t h  b e l o n g i n g  t o  a l l  I s r a e l i t e  

t r i b e s .  95  I n  l i k e  manner,  he n o t e d ,  o t h e r  t r a d i t i o n s  were p u t  

t o g e t h e r  by t r i b e s  which had u n i t e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e i r  o c -  

c u p a t i o n  i n  Canaan. They came t o g e t h e r  p e r i o d i c a l l y  t o  worship  

and " c o n f e s s  t h e i r  common f a i t h f f g 6  t h e r e b y  exchang ing  and f u s -  

i n g  t r a d i t i o n s .  Moses and t h e  P a t r i a r c h s  may have been h i s t o r -  

i c a l  f i g u r e s ,  Noth w r o t e ,  bu t  t h e r e  was no common h i s t o r y  

e x p e r i e n c e d  by t h e  twe lve  t r i b e s  b e f o r e  t h e i r  o c c u p a t i o n  nf  
- .  

Canaan. 9  7 

- -- - 

9 3 ~ o t h ,  A H i s t o r y ,  p .  x x v i i i .  

9 4 ~ e e  a l s o  Aram Leon S a c h a r ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Jews ,  
5 t h  e d . ,  (New York: A l f r e d  A .  Knoph, 1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  2 8  f o r  more 
on a d a p t a t i o n s  o f  l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n s .  

" ~ o t h ,  A H i s t o r y ,  p .  5 0 .  

9 6 ~ b i d .  p .  x x v i i i .  



P r o f e s s o r  A l t  b e l i e v e d  t h e  " sagas"  o f  t h e  c o n q u e s t s  o f  

A i ,  98 J e r i c h o ,  99  Hazor , loo and B e t h e l  lo' were mere ly  s t o r i e s  

compi led  by l a t e r  a u t h o r s  who c o u l d  o n l y  v i s u a l i z e  t h e  

" conques t"  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  a s  a  b a t t l e  f o u g h t  f rom town t o  

town. lo' The German s c h o l a r s  saw t h e  conques t  a s  a  g r a d u a l  

i n c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  s o  t h a t  by t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

m i l l e n i u m ,  t h e  I s r a e l i t e  s t a t e s  o f  Judah  and I s r a e l  had grown 

s t r o n g  enough t o  b e g i n  a  program o f  p o l i t i c a l  e x p a n s i o n ,  a t -  

t a c k i n g  t h e  c i t i e s  of  t h e  f e r t i l e  p l a i n s  from t h e i r  h i g h l a n d  

s e t t l e m e n t s .  The a t t a c k s ,  t h e y  acknowledged,  were p r o b a b l y  

i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  advance o f  t h e  P h i l i s t i n e s  who were a t t e m p t -  

i n g  t o  e x t r a c t  t r i b u t e  from them. To overcome t h e  P h i l i s t i n e  

power,  I s r a e l  and Judah  were f o r c e d  t o  u n i t e  under  a  s i n g l e  

l e a d e r ,  a  k i n g ,  t o  l e a d  them a g a i n s t  t h e i r  common f o e .  

Al though Meek adop ted  many o f  t h e  c o n c e p t s  o f  t h e  

German s c h o o l  o f  t h o u g h t ,  most o f  h i s  i d e a s  were un ique  t o  

h i m s e l f .  He was c e r t a i n l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by A l b r i g h t ' s  American 

s c h o o l ,  b u t  d i f f e r e d ,  sometimes vehement ly ,  w i t h  many o f  

A l b r i g h t ' s  f i n d i n g s .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  p i o n e e r s  i n  b i b l i c a l  h i s -  

t o r i c i t y  s e a r c h e d  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s  f o r  h idden  meanings and - -  
- .  

l o 2 ~ l t ,  E s s a y s ,  p .  229. 



c h r o n o l o g i c a l  anomal ie s  w h i l e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  match b i b l i c a l  

e v e n t s  w i t h  t h e  l a t e s t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  d i s c o v e r i e s .  The 

p i e c e s  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  p u z z l e  were b e g i n n i n g  t o  f i t  t o g e t h e r  

and new p i e c e s  were b e i n g  found a lmos t  d a i l y .  

I n t e r e s t  mounted i n  b o t h  s c h o l a r l y  c i r c l e s  and i n  

t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  w i t h  e a c h  new d i s c o v e r y .  B i b l i c a l  s c h o l a r  

s h i p ,  encouraged by t h e  f r e s h  i d e a s  o f  Meek and h i s  contem- 

p o r a r i e s ,  had t a k e n  a  new d i r e c t i o n ,  one from which t h e r e  

would be no r e t u r n .  



CHAPTER I11 

POST 1 9 5 0 ' s  STUDIES 

Ten y e a r s  a f t e r  Meek's i n i t i a l  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  b i b l i c a l  

s t u d i e s  were s t i l l  o r i e n t e d  toward  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  

Church. The " B i b l i c a l T , h e d o g y  Movement", a s  Brevard  C h i l d s  

c a l l e d  i t , lo3 was s t i l l  s t r o n g l y  P r o t e s t a n t  i n  i t s  d i r e c t i o n .  

The F u n d a m e n t a l i s t  Movement was s t i l l  v e r y  much a l i v e ,  y e t ,  

many w i t h i n  t h e  c l e r g y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  Church had s u f f e r e d  

because  o f  i t s  " misunder s t and ing"  o f  t h e  B i b l e .  The c o n t r o -  

v e r s y  i n i t i a t e d  by T .  J .  Meek c o n t i n u e d ,  b u t ,  by t h e  1 9 5 0 1 s ,  

o t h e r  s c h o l a r s  began t o  show i n t e r e s t  i n  f i n d i n g  h i s t o r y  i n  

t h e  B i b l e .  

The adven t  o f  t h e  Second World War had c a u s e d  a  

h i a t u s  i n  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  Near E a s t  b u t  an-  

t h r o p o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s  t o o k  a  g i a n t  s t e p  d u r i n g  t h e  war y e a r s ,  

a g a i n  because  o f  t h e  e x p o s u r e  o f  w e s t e r n  p e o p l e  t o  u n f a m i l i a r  

c u l t u r e s  a round  t h e  w o r l d .  T .  J .  Meek was one o f  t h e  f i r s t  
- - 

s c h o l a r s  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s  i n t o  -h is  work 

a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  1 9 3 0 1 s ,  b u t  a s  a  t h e o l o g i a n ,  h i s  view o f  an -  

c i e n t  w e s t e r n  As ian  c u l t u r e s  was a l t o g e t h e r  n a i v e .  He had 

s t u d i e d  a n c i e n t  Near E a s t e r n  l a n g u a g e s  and c o u l d  q u o t e  t h e  

l o 3 ~ r e v a r d  S. C h i l d s ,  B i b l i c a l  Theology i n  Crisis 
( P h i l a d e l p h i a :  Wes tmins te r  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p p .  13- 91 .  



B i b l e ,  c h a p t e r  a n 3  v e r s e ,  bu t  from h i s  o f f i c e  a t  t h e  Univer-  

s i t y  o f  Toron to ,  i t  was i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  him t o  be a b l e  t o  i m -  

a g i n e  how immensely d i f f e r e n t  Near E a s t e r n  c u l t u r e s  a r e  

compared t o  w e s t e r n .  Meek's view of  t h e  a n c i e n t  Hebrews was 

b i a s e d  by h i s  own background and he gave t h e  a n c i e n t  Near 

E a s t e r n  peop le  w e s t e r n  w h i t e  Anglo-Saxon P r o t e s t a n t  emot ions .  

A n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  were soon t o  change t h i s  view. 

Before  1950,  a n t h r o p o l o g y  was a  r e l a t i v e l y  new s c i e n c e  

b u t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  o t h e r  c u l t u r e s  was now s t i m u l a t e d .  T h i s  

d i s c i p l i n e  grew r a p i d l y  and many s p e c i a l i z e d  b ranches  o f  an-  

t h r o p o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  were formed. One o f  t h e s e ,  e t h n o -  

a r c h a e o l o g y ,  was found t o  be h e l p f u l  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  a n c i e n t  

Near E a s t e r n  c u l t u r e s .  E t h n o a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  s t u d y  t h e  d a i l y  

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t r i b a l  communit ies  t o  de te rmine  how a n c i e n t  

c u l t u r e s  o f  a  s i m i l a r  l i f e  s t y l e  may have l i v e d .  lo4 The r e - -  

s u l t s  o f  some o f  t h e s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  showed t h a t  many o f  

t h e  b i b l i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  were s t i l l  i n  e x i s t e n c e  and c o u l d  be  

obse rved  by s c h o l a r s .  

A r e c e n t  examina t ion  i n t o  t h e  l i f e  s t y l e  o f  t h e  Nuer 

p e o p l e  p o i n t s  o u t  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t h a t  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  have 

made toward  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  Hebrews, and 

what p r o g r e s s  h a s  been made s i n c e  Meek's e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  

f a s c i n a t i n g  f i e l d  o f  b i b l i c a l  h i s t o r i c i t y .  

' 04~homas  C .  P a t t e r s o n ,  Archaeology,  t h e  E v o l u t i o n  
o f  Anc ien t  S o c i e t i e s  (Englewood C l i f f s ,  New J e r s e y :  
P r e n t i c e  H a l l ,  I n c . ,  1 9 8 1 ) ,  p .  348. 



- 
The Nuer ,  a n  E a s t  A f r i c a n  t r i b e  which i n h a b i t s  t h e  

upper  N i l e  r e g i o n ,  has  shown p a r a l l e l s  w i t h  c e r t a i n  p o p u l a -  

t i o n s  o f  t h e  Near E a s t  i n c l u d i n g  Arabs and Anc ien t  Jews.  105 

The Nuer p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  based  on d e s c e n t ,  and 

l i n e a g e s  can  be t r a c e d  t o  an  a p i c a l  a n c e s t o r  (common t o  a l l  

c l a n s ) .  The common genea logy  p r o v i d e s  a  b a s i s  f o r  t r i b a l  

s o l i d a r i t y  a g a i n s t  o u t s i d e r s ,  b u t  f i c t i v e  ( adop ted )  k i n s h i p  

p e r m i t s  e n t r a n c e  t o  a  group.  T h i s  would a l l o w  f o r  Meek's 

i d e a  t h a t  t h e r e  were o u t s i d e r s  among t h e  Hebrews, b u t  t h e  

impor tance  o f  k i n s h i p  p o i n t e d  o u t  by t h i s  s t u d y  i n d i c a t e s  a  

s t r o n g e r  k i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  a t  l e a s t  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  

t h e  group t h a n  Meek was w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t .  

The s t u d y  a l s o  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  Nuer have no t r u e  

c h i e f s  b u t  r e c o g n i z e  a  " d e c i s i o n  maker" w i t h  a  t a l e n t  f o r  

p e r s u a s i o n  ( c h a r i s m a t i c  j u d g e s ? ) .  T h i s  " judge" o f t e n  u s e s  

t h e  t h r e a t  o f  s u p e r n a t u r a l  r e t r i b u t i o n  o r  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  a  

c u r s e  t o  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r .  lo6 Although t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  c a n n o t  

be r e g a r d e d  a s  s u r v i v i n g  examples  o f  a n c i e n t  cus toms ,  i t  can  

be presumed t h a t  s i m i l a r  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  would produce  an-  

a l o g e o u s  t r a d i z i o n s ,  t h u s  l e n d i n g  v a l i d i t y  t o  t h e  b i b l i c a l  

n a r r a t  i o n s .  

R e c e n t l y ,  D a n i e l  I s a a c  Block a l s o  wro te  of  t h e  i m -  

p o r t a n c e  o f  common a n c e s t o r  d e s c e n t  a s  a  u n i f y i n g  f a c t o r  i n  

l o 5 c o n r a d  P h i l l i p  K o t t a k ,  Anthropology:  The E x p l o r a t i o n  
o f  Human D i v e r s i t y  (New York: Random House, 1 9 7 8 ) ,  p .  3 4 8 .  



t r i b a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  E t h n i c i t y ,  he  s a y s ,  p l a y s  o n l y  a  s m a l l  

p a r t  w h i l e  a c c e p t a n c e  i n t o  t h e  group can  come by m a r r i a g e ,  

d e s i r e ,  and s o  f o r t h .  He b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  g r e a t  

s h i f t i n g  and mix ing  o f  e t h n i c  g roups  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  from 

1100-500 which produced s e p a r a t e  n a t i o n s  o u t  o f  h i t h e r t o  i n -  

s i g n i f i c a n t  p e o p l e  s u c h  a s  t h e  Edomites ,  t h e  M o a b i t e s ,  t h e  

Amonites ,  and t h e  I s r a e l i t e s .  He a g r e e d  w i t h  Meek t h a t  t h e i r  

s p e c i f i c  o r i g i n s  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e ,  and s t r e s s e s  t h a t  

t h e y  may n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  be t r a c e d  by t h e i r  l a n g u a g e s  a s  some 

s c h o l a r s  have a t t e m p t e d  t o  do .  "Language i s  a  f u n c t i o n  of 

geography,  n o t  n a t i o n a l i t y .  !l1O8 Nor a r e  e t h n i c  o r i g i n s  c r u -  

c i a l  t o  t h e  development  o f  n a t i o n h o o d ,  he i n s i s t s ,  d e f i n i n g  a  

" people"  a s  a  community w i t h  common t r a d i t i o n ,  cus toms ,  r e -  

l i g i o n ,  c u l t u r e ,  l a n g u a g e ,  and g e o g r a p h i c  p o s i t i o n .  He a s -  

s e r t s  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  n a t i o n  w i t h o u t  i t s  own g e o g r a - -  

p h i c  a r e a  was u n l i k e l y  and n o t e s  t h a t  even  l e s s  s e d e n t a r y  

t r i b e s  s u c h  a s  M i d i a n i t e s  and A m a l i k i t e s  were a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

s p e c i f i c  l o c a l i t i e s ,  a s  a r e  Bedouin nomads o f  t o d a y .  He d e -  

m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e  more f i x e d  t e r r i t o r i a l  t i e  o f  t h e  a g r i -  

c u l t u r a l  economy was a  p r e c o n d i t i o n  t o  independence ,  s e c u r i t y ,  
- .  

l o 7 ~ a n i e l  I s a a c  Block ,  The Founda t ions  o f  N a t i o n a l  
I d e n t i t y :  A S tudy  i n  Anc ien t  Northwest  S e m i t i c  P e r c e p t i o n s  
(Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L i v e r p o o l ,  1 9 8 3 ) .  See 
a l s o ,  Dale F .  Eickelman,  The Middle E a s t :  An A n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  
Approach (Englewood C l i f f s ,  New J e r s e y :  P r e n t i c e  H a l l ,  I n c .  , 
1981) f o r  more on Arab cus toms.  

1 0 8 ~ l o c k ,  F o u n d a t i o n s ,  p .  620. 



t h e  C a n a a n i t e  s o c i e t i e s ,  a s  t h e  Amori tes  on t h e i r  e n t r y  

i n t o  S y r i a l P a l e s t i n e .  

B u c c e l l a t i  c l a i m s  t h a t  t h e  " n a t i o n a l  s t a t e "  was l e d  

by a  c h a r i s m a t i c  l e a d e r  ( judge? )  b u t  t h a t  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  

t u r n e d  t o  a  d y n a s t i c  monarchy o n l y  because  o f  a  need  f o r  a  

s t r o n g  c e n t r a l  government when t h e  o l d  t r i b a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

became u n a b l e  t o  cope w i t h  new t h r e a t s  t o  t h e i r  u n i t y  s u c h  

a s  t h e  P h i l i s t i n e s ,  a  s t r a t e g y  would have endured  had 

e v e n t s  such  a s  t h e  census  t a k e n  by David t o  a s s e s s  h i s  

m i l i t a r y  s t r e n g t h ,  heavy t a x e s ,  and c o r v e e  l a b o r ,  caused  

u n r e s t .  He does  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  n o r t h  

( I s r a e l )  and t h e  s o u t h  ( Judah)  was because  o f  o l d  t r i b a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s  a s  d i d  Meek. 

Armed w i t h  knowledge o f  modern nomadic t r a d i t i o n s ,  

an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a n t h r . o p o l o g i s t s  g a t h e r e d  a t  t h e  T h i r t i e t h  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Congress  o f  Human S c i e n c e s  i n  Mexico C i t y  i n  

1981 t o  p r e s e n t  p a p e r s  i n  a n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  s t u d y  e x p e c t e d  - 

t o  enhance  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  Near E a s t e r n  

m i l i e u  o f  t h e  second  m i l l e n i u m  B . C . E .  The i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

s cope  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  how f a r - r e a c h i n g  the --  
- .  

s t u d y  h a s  become. One o f  t h e  s c h o l a r s  p r e s e n t  was J .  N .  

P o s t  g a t e  who s t u d i e d  nomadic s o c i e t i e s  from t h e  Middle 

l135. N .  P o s t g a t e ,  "Nomads and S e d e n t a r y  Peop les" ,  
3 0 t h  I n t e r n a t i o n a l - c o n g r e s s  Of Human s c i e n c e s  i n  k s i a  . 
and Nor th  A f r i c a  (Mexico C i t y :  E l  C o l l e g i o  de Mexico, 
1 9 8 1 ) ,  p p .  4 7 - 5 6 .  



A s s y r i a n  p e r i o d  ( t400-1000)  i n  t h e  Levant  t o  a s c e r t a i n  if t h e i r  

a c t i v i t i e s  f i t  t h e  b i b l i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n .  Like o t h e r  s c h o l a r s ,  

he remarks  t h a t  t h i s  was a n  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  wel l -documented  p e r -  

i o d .  The many h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d s  t e l l  o f  t h e  g r e a t  i n f l u x  o f  

nomadic p e o p l e s ,  b u t  a l s o  o f  t h e  p e a c e f u l  i n t e r c o u r s e  between 

t h e  nomads and t h e  s e d e n t a r i e s .  S t u d i e s  such  a s  t h o s e  were 

n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  Meek, y e t  have a  b e a r i n g  on t h e  concep t  o f  

Hebrew s e t t l e m e n t .  They show t h a t  t h e  nomads and t h e i r  s e d -  

e n t a r y  n e i g h b o r s  p r o b a b l y  had a  s y m b i o t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  mutua l -  

l y  p r o f i t a b l e .  The nomads were dependent  upon t h e  p l a n t  c u l -  

t i v a t o r s  f o r  summer p a s t u r a g e  w h i l e  t h e  s e d e n t a r i e s  depended 

on t h e  nomadic h e r d e r s  f o r  t h e i r  d a i l y  p r o d u c e s ,  mea t ,  and 

wool.  O the r  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s ,  such  a s  Conrad P h i l l i p  K o t t a k ,  114 

a g r e e  w i t h  P o s t g a t e ' s  a s s e s s m e n t  add ing  t h a t ,  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e s  

o f  f amine ,  t h e  nomadic herdsmen o f t e n  p e n e t r a t e d  f u r t h e r  i n t o  

s e t t l e d  t e r r i t o r y ,  s a c k i n g  v i l l a g e s .  Records v e r i f y  t h a t ,  

because  o f  t h e s e  i n c u r s i o n s ,  a  d i s t r u s t  o f t e n  deve loped  b e - -  

tween t h e  two g roups .  Nomads were accused  o f  e a t i n g  uncooked 

meat ,  o f  n o t  "knowing g r a i n"  o f  l i v i n g  i n  t e n t s ,  and o t h e r  a c -  

t i v i t i e s  d e g r a d i n g  t o  s e d e n t a r i e s .  Yet r e c o r d s  t e s t i f y  t h a t  
- .  

' 1 4 ~ o t t a k ,  An th ropo logy ,  pp .  161- 2 .  

'''1 t s h o u l d  be remembered t h a t  w r i t t e n  r e c o r d s  a r e  
a l l  from s e d e n t a r y  p e o p l e s ,  a s  nomadic p e o p l e s  do n o t  keep 
w r i t t e n  r e c o r d s ;  t h e y  would be e x c e s s  baggage.  



t h e  nomads were employed a s  c a r a v a n  guides116 and m i l i t a r y  

u n i t s , l 1 7  a  n o t i o n  which f i t s  w e l l  i n t o  A l b r i g h t ' s  scheme. 

These a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  

na ive t ;  o f  Meek's a s sumpt ion  abou t  Near E a s t e r n  c u l t u r e .  

C l e a r l y ,  t h e  a n c i e n t  Hebrews had s p r u n g  from a  c u l t u r a l  

envi ronment  which was t o t a l l y  u n f a m i l i a r  t o  him. 

The 1 9 5 0 ' s  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  r i s e  o f  a r c h a e o l o g y ,  a l s o  

new t e c h n o l o g i e s  deve loped  d u r i n g  World War I 1  had h e l p e d  

t o  p e r f e c t  more s y s t e m a t i c  means by which a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  

e x c a v a t e ,  r e c o r d ,  and i n t e r p r e t  t h e i r  s i t e s .  Such s o p h i s -  

t i c a t e d  t e c h n i q u e s  a s  l a s e r  a s s i s t e d  mapping ( a  t e c h n i q u e  

whereby a  l a s e r  beam d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  e x a c t  e l e v a t i o n ,  f a c i l -  

i t a t i n g  t h e  drawing o f  t o p o g r a p h i c  maps) ,  c a r b o n  14 d a t i n g  

( a  method by which t h e  l o s s  o f  u n s t a b l e  c a r b o n  i s o t o p e s  i s  

measured i n  any dead organism t o  d e t e r m i n e  i t s  a g e ) ,  o b s i d i a n  

h y d r a t i o n  ( t h e  measurement o f  t h e  h y d r a t i o n  l a y e r  on ch ipped  

o b s i d i a n  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i t s  age a f t e r  c h i p p i n g ) ,  and p o l l e n  

a n a l y s i s  ( t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  and a n a l y s i s  o f  a n c i e n t  p o l l e n  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  c l i m a t e ,  d i e t ,  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  o f  t h e  
- - 

a n c i e n t  c u l t u r - e s  which i n h a b i t e d  t h e  s i t e )  o f f e r  more 

' 16~ .  0 .  E z a r d ,  "Mesopotamian Nomads", 3 0 t h  I n t e r n a t i o n -  
a l  Congress  Of Human S c i e n c e s  I n  A s i a  and Nor th  A f r i c a  
(Mexico C i t y :  E l  C o l l e g i o  de Mexico, 1 9 8 1 ) ,  p p .  37-45.  

l l 7 p o s t g a t e ,  "Nomads and S e d e n t a r y  People" ,  pp.  47-56.  

l l 8 ~ a r t h a  Joukowsky, A Complete Manual o f  F i e l d  
Archaeology (Englewood C l i f f s ,  New J e r s e y :  P r e n t i c e  H a l l ,  
I n c . ,  1 9 8 0 ) ,  pp .  443-456. 



p r e c i s e  d a t a  than-was a v a i l a b l e  t o  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  b e f o r e  t h e  

war.  P r e - 1 9 5 0 ' s  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  h a b i t u a l l y  l i f t e d  a r t i f a c t s  

o u t  o f  c o n t e x t  w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  r e c o r d i n g .  K a t h l e e n  Kenyon, 

a  prominent  b i b l i c a l  a r c h a e o l o g i s t  o f  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s  and 1 9 6 0 ' s  119 

i s  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  r e a l l y  s y s t e m a t i c  methods o f  e x -  

c a v a t  i o n .  

P r e s e n t  day  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  g i v e  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  

e a c h  a r t i f a c t  r e c o v e r e d .  They a r e  c a r e f u l l y  r e c o r d e d ,  drawn, 

and pho tographed .  The e x c a v a t i o n s  a r e  s t r i c t l y  c o n t r o l l e d .  

P i t s  a r e  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  dug,  l e a v i n g  n e a t  b a l k s  f o r  f u t u r e  

a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  who may have even  b e t t e r  means o f  a n a l y s i s .  

A l l  f i n d i n g s  a r e  f e d  i n t o  computers  c r e a t i n g  permanent  r e c o r d s .  

D r .  Lawrence S t a g e r  o f  t h e  O r i e n t a l  I n s t i t u t e  a t  t h e  Univer-  

s i t y  o f  Chicago u s e s  t h e s e  new methods i n  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  

t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  answers  r a i s e d  by P r o f e s s o r  Meek more t h a n  

f i f t y  y e a r s  ago .  D r .  S t a g e r  h a s  l e d  s e v e r a l  e x c a v a t i o n s  i n  

I s r a e l .  120  I n  a n  a r t i c l e  w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  
- 

Archaeology i n  1985 t i t l e d  " P a l e s t i n e  i n  t h e  Bronze and I r o n  

Ages", 121 he i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  impact  o f  e c o l o g i c a l  changes  

on h i g h l a n d  communit ies  from t h e  l a t e  second m i l l e n i u m  B . C . E .  

1 1 9 ~ e r n e r  K e l l e r ,  The B i b l e  A s  H i s t o r y ,  p .  277. 

1 2 0 ~ a n y  s c h o l a r s  s t i l l  use  t h e  t e r m  " P a l e s t i n e"  
o r  " S y r i a / P a l e s t i n e W  when r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  modern s t a t e  
o f  I s r a e l .  

l 2 l ~ a w r e n c e  E .  S t a g e r .  " F i r s t  F r u i t s  o f  C i v i l i z a t i o n " .  - 
P a l e s t i n e  I n  t h e  Bronze and I r o n  Ages,  e d .  J o n a t h a n  N .  ~ u b 6  
(London: I n s t i t u t e  o f  Archaeo logy ,  1 9 8 5 ) ,  pp .  172-188.  



i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  dGtermine t h e  envi ronment  o f  t h i s  a r e a  a t  t h e  

t ime  o f  s e t t l e m e n t .  I f  t h i s  can  be e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e n  t h e  t y p e  

o f  economy which s u p p o r t e d  t h e  s e t t l e r s  can  be r e s o l v e d .  

D r .  S t a g e r ' s  e x c a v a t i o n s  r e v e a l e d  a  d e f o r e s t a t i o n  of 

t h e  h i l l s  o f  P a l e s t i n e  which he b e l i e v e s  was c a u s e d ,  i n  p a r t ,  

by t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  demand f o r  wood used  f o r  v a r i o u s  p y r o -  

t e c h n o l o g i e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  i r o n ,  an  i s s u e  i g -  

n o r e d  by Meek. The open woodlands of  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  

second  mi l l en ium had s u p p o r t e d  a  p a s t o r a l  economy, and was,  

S t a g e r  n o t e d ,  a l s o  "good g u e r i l l a  coun t ry l1 ,  a  n a t u r a l  home 

f o r  t h e  h a b i r u  which most o f  t h e  e a r l y  s c h o l a r s  b e l i e v e d  i n -  " 

h a b i t e d  t h e  h i l l s .  The d e f o r e s t a t i o n ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  had 

opened t h e  h i g h l a n d s  t o  h o r t i c u l t u r e  a s  opposed t o  a g r i c u l -  

t u r e  which r e q u i r e s  c o n t i n u o u s  u s e  o f  f i e l d s  and i n t e n s i v e  

u s e  o f  human l a b o r  w h i l e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  i s  p l a n t  c u l t i v a t i o n  

i n  which p l o t s  a r e  f a l l o w e d  f o r  v a r y i n g  l e n g t h s  o f  t i m e  and 

r e q u i r e  a  s m a l l e r  human l a b o r  f o r c e .  H o r t i c u l t u r a l i s t s  u s e  

o n l y  hoes  o r  d i g g i n g  s t i c k s ,  w h i l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  r e q u i r e  

d o m e s t i c a t e d  a n i m a l s  and h i g h e r  t e c h n o l o g y .  1 2 2  The r e s i d e n t s  

deve loped  a  h o r t i c u l t u r e  economy u t i l i z i n g  s l o p e  t e r r a c i n g  

which t h e  d o m e s t i c a t i o n  o f  v i n e s  and f r u i t  t r e e s  became a n  

1 2 2 ~ o t t a k ,  An th ropo logy ,  pp .  206-8.  Al though h o r t i -  
c u l t u r e  i s  t h e  main economic a c t i v i t y  o f  a  p o p u l a t i o n ,  i t  
i s  n e v e r  t h e  o n l y  one .  S o c i e t i e s  u s u a l l y  c a r r y  on a  v a r i e t y  
o f  economic p u r s u i t s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  env i ronment s  and 
cus toms.  P a s t o r a l i s m  and t r a d e  a r e  o f t e n  s t r a t e g i e s  o f  
a d a p t a t i o n  f o r  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  env i ronment s  
such  a s  t h e  h i l l  c o u n t r y  o f  t h e  Levan t .  



i n t e g r a l  p a r t  ( s i x c e  mature  v i n e s  and f r u i t  t r e e s  r e q u i r e  many 

y e a r s  t o  d e v e l o p ,  t h i s  i m p l i e s a  l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  s e t t l e m e n t ) .  

T h i s  economy had been used  s u c c e s s f u l l y  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  h i g h -  

l a n d s  o f  Lebanon a s  w e l l  a s  i n  Greece.  D r .  S t a g e r  n o t e s  t h a t  

t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  f r u i t s  complimented r a t h e r  t h a n  competed 

w i t h  t h e  c e r e a l  farms o f  t h e  lowlands ,  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  p r o b a b l y  

developed a  f r i e n d l y  commerce between t h e  two. S t a g e r  ' s 

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  endeavors  r e i n f o r c e  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  f i n d i n g s .  

T .  J .  Meek had enough f o r e s i g h t  t o  i n c l u d e  d i s c i p l i n e s  o u t -  

s i d e  t h e o l o g y  i n  h i s  b i b l i c a l  r e s e a r c h ,  b u t  such  h i g h l y  t e c h -  

n i c a l  s t u d i e s  were n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  him. 

Another  s t u d y  by D r .  S t a g e r  123 exposed s i n g l e  f a m i l y  

houses  i n  s m a l l  unwal led  v i l l a g e s  which D r .  S t a g e r  i s  s u r e  

r e p r e s e n t e d  ex tended  f a m i l y  l i v i n g .  Most n u c l e a r  f a m i l i e s  1 2 4  

from t h e s e  e x c a v a t i o n s  seem t o  have ave raged  f o u r  p e o p l e ,  t h e  

e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y  may have had t e n  p e r s o n s .  These f i g u r e s  i n -  

d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  s i z e  o f  a n  a v e r a g e  v i l l a g e  was abou t  two 

hundred p e r s o n s .  Bu t ,  S t a g e r  p o i n t s  o u t ,  by t h e  t ime  of  t h e  

monarchy (1000) t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  h i l l - c o u n t r y  d o u b l e d ,  

p r o b a b l y  due t o  g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t i o n  made p o s s i b l e  by 

new t e c h n o l o g i c a l  advancements  which D r .  S t a g e r  c r e d i t s  

lL . '~awrence  E .  S t a g e r ,  "Archaeology and t h e  Family I n  
Anc ien t  I s r a e l " ,  B u l l e t i n  Of t h e  American Schoo l s  Of O r i e n -  - 
t a l  Resea rch  #260 (Fal l /November,  1 9 8 5 ) ,  pp.  1 -36 .  

n u c l e a r  f a m i l y  i n c l u d e s  a  f a t h e r ,  mother ,  c h i l d r e n ,  
and l i v e - i n  s e r v a n t s ,  i f  any .  An ex tended  f a m i l y  c o n s i s t s  
o f  t h e  n u c l e a r  f a m i l y  p l u s  m a r r i e d  and/or  widowed r e l a t i v e s .  



d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  e a r l y  I s r a e l i t e s .  L ime- l ined  c i s t e r n s  a r e  

found i n  t h e s e  communit ies  which were w a t e r p r o o f  r e s e r v o i r s  

a l l o w i n g  permanent  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  a  p r e v i o u s l y  d r y  a r e a .  A l -  

though c i s t e r n s  were known b e f o r e  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  w a t e r p r o o f -  

i n g  w i t h  l ime  p l a s t e r  was a  r e l a t i v e l y  new i n v e n t i o n .  Ano- 

t h e r  advancement which a l l o w e d  g r e a t e r  p r o d u c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  

rocky  h i g h l a n d s  was t e r r a c e d  f a r m i n g .  A l b r i g h t  had s u g g e s t e d  

t h a t  t h e  w a t e r - p r o o f e d  c i s t e r n s  were one o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  

t h e  e a r l y  I s r a e l i t e s  were a b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  new s e t t l e m e n t s  

i n  f o r m e r l y  u n i n h a b i t e d  a r e a s  o f  t h e  h i l l  c o u n t r y .  D r .  

S t a g e r  a g r e e s  b u t  c a u t i o n s  t h a t  t h i s  t e c h n o l o g y  i s  n o t  an  

earmark  o f  a  d e s e r t  nomadic p o p u l a t i o n  bu t  o f  f a r m e r s  and 

h e r d e r s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h o s e  who b u i l t  them had been s e t -  

t l e d  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e ,  a l l o w i n g  f o r  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  from p a s t o r -  

a l i s t s  t o  h o r t i c u l t u r a l i s t s .  These f i n d i n g s  h a r d l y  a g r e e  

w i t h  Meek's  i n v a d i n g  h a b i r u  concep t  n o r  A l b r i g h t ' s  conques t  

model ,  b u t  may s u b s t a n t i a t e  A l t ' s  g r a d u a l  s e t t l e m e n t  t h e o r y ;  

D r .  S t a g e r  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  c l a s s i c  p a t r i a r c h a l  f a m i l y  

s t i l l  s u r v i v e s  i n  such  v i l l a g e s  i n  many p a r t s  o f  t h e  Near 

E a s t .  J o i n t  f a m i l y  househo lds  c o l l e c t i v e l y  fa rm t h e  - l a n d '  

which b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  c l a n .  A u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  house-  

h o l d  r e s i d e s  w i t h  t h e  o l d e s t  l i v i n g  f a t h e r ,  and t h e  e n t i r e  

group t r a c e s  t h e i r  l i n e a g e  t o  a  common a n c e s t o r  who canno t  

u s u a l l y  be p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d .  Many members o f  a n  e x -  

t e n d e d  f a m i l y  canno t  a c t u a l l y  d e m o n s t r a t e  g e n e a l o g i c a l  

c o n n e c t i o n s ,  bu t  assume membership t o  t h e  group t h r o u g h  



m a r r i a g e ,  f r i e n d s h i p  o r  even d e s i r e .  A s u c c e s s f u l  t r i b e  o f t e n  

i n c o r p o r a t e s  u n r e l a t e d  c l a n s  which w i l l i n g l y  adop t  t h e  f o r m e r ' s  

t r a d i t i o n s  because  t h e y  a r e  s u c c e s s f u l .  A l i n e a g e  i n c r e a s e s  

i t s  l a n d  h o l d i n g s  w i t h  e a c h  g e n e r a t i o n ,  and t h e r e b y  i t s  w e a l t h  

and power. D r .  S t a g e r  b e l i e v e s  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  k i n d s  of house-  

h o l d s  which i n h a b i t e d  t h e  h i g h l a n d s  o f  Canaan d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  

second mi l l en ium.  

The d o u b l i n g  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  advancement o f  

t e c h n o l o g y ,  t h e  u n i t i n g  o f  c l a n s ,  produced a  t y p e  o f  l i f e  i n  

t h e  h i g h l a n d s  th roughou t  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  which was,  a c c o r d -  

i n g  t o  D r .  S t a g e r ,  conducive  t o  t h e  development o f  l a r g e  po-  

l i t i e s  a s  opposed t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  f r a g m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  low- 

l a n d  Canaan i t e  c i t y  s t a t e s .  I n  a n c i e n t  I s r a e l ,  a s  i n  a l l  

s o c i e t i e s  e x e r c i s i n g  laws o f  p r i m o g e n i t u r e  (a  g r e a t e r  i n -  

h e r i t a n c e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t b o r n  s o n ) ,  t h e  l a r g e  f a m i l y  p roduces  - 

s o n s  who have d i f f i c u l t y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  themse lves  a s  heads  

o f  househo lds  w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  l a n d  and w e a l t h .  The " s a f e t y -  

va lve1 '  f o r  a  s o c i e t y  i n  t h i s  p red icament  i s  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

o f  m i l i t a r y  c a r e e r s ,  t h u s  p r o v i d i n g  a  s t a n d i n g  army, some- 

t h i n g  o n l y  an o r g a n i z e d  s t a t e  c a n  u t i l i z e .  -. 
- .  

S t a g e r ' s  s t u d i e s  seem t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  b i b l i c a l  n a r -  

r a t i v e s  i n  some a r e a s ,  such  a s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  c l a s s i c  

p a t r i a r c h a l  f a m i l y  and t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  such  f a m i l i e s  occupy-  

i n g  u n f o r t i f i e d  h i l l  v i l l a g e s  b e f o r e  1000 B . C . E .  But t h e  

e v i d e n c e  o f  l o n g - t e r m  h o r t i c u l t u r a l i s t s  s u p p o r t s  A l t ' s  and 

Noth ' s  g r a d u a l  s e t t l e m e n t  t h e o r y  a s  does  t h e  doubled  popu- 

l a t i o n  a t  t h e  t ime  o f  t h e  monarchy, a  f a c t  which would have 



a l lowed  t h e  s e t t l e r s  t h e  power t o  expand t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i a l  

c o n t r o l .  Meek e n v i s i o n e d  t h e  Hebrews i n  a  more minor  r o l e  

a s  " hangers-on"  125  t o  t h e  H u r r i a n s  on t h e i r  m i g r a t i o n s  i n t o  

Canaan, and t o  t h e  Hyksos on t h e i r  t r e k  i n t o  Egypt .  Yet he 

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  some Hebrews had become q u i t e  n a t i v e  b e f o r e  

t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  Moses. I t  i s  t h i s  c o n f u s i o n  t h a t  t h o s e  l i k e  

D r .  S t a g e r  s e e k  t o  c l a r i f y .  

O t h e r s  weaned on t h e  t h e s e s  o f  Meek and h i s  contem- 

p o r a r i e s  were t h e  new g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e o l o g i a n s  and h i s t o r -  

i a n s  who c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e i r  f i e l d s ,  f o r t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  new 

a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  d i s c o v e r i e s  and a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s .  I n  

1973,  George Mendenhal l ,  a  t h e o l o g i a n  and s t u d e n t  o f  t h e  

German s c h o o l ,  developed A l t l s  and N o t h ' s  i d e a s  f u r t h e r  away 

from Meeks. Mendenhal l  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  o f  

e t h n i c  p e o p l e s  which moved i n t o  S y r i a / P a l e s t i n e  i n  t h e  s e -  

cond m i l l e n i u m  came o n l y  from t h e  n o r t h ,  and "most emphat-  
- 

i c a l l y "  n o t  f rom t h e  Arab ian  D e s e r t  a s  Meek had s u g g e s t e d  

o f  t h e  ~ e v i t e s " ~  and were ,  by no means, a l l  nomadic.  

Mendenhal l  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a n a l o g i e s  which many s c h o l a r s  draw 

between b i b l i c a l  t r i b e s  and modern Bedouin- type  nomadism - d i d  

n o t  e x i s t  i n  t h e  second m i l l e n i u m  and t h e r e f o r e  canno t  be 

used  t o  compare w i t h  t h e  a n c i e n t  I s r a e l i t e s .  I n s t e a d ,  

l Z 5 ~ e e k ,  O r i g i n s ,  p .  1 6 .  

1 2 6 ~ e o r g e  E .  Mendenhal l ,  The Ten th  G e n e r a t i o n  
(Ba l t imore  and London: Johns  Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  
1 9 7 3 ) ,  p .  149.  



Mendenhal l  i n s i s t z d  t h a t  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  had been  members o f  

a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  l i f e ,  from u r b a n  d w e l l e r s  t o  p a s t o r a l i s t s ,  

descended n o t  o n l y  from t h e  h e t e r o g e n e o u s  m i g r a n t s ,  sug-  

g e s t e d  by Meek, b u t  a l s o  from i n d i g e n e o u s  C a n a a n i t e s .  T h i s  

r e b e l l i o u s  group formed a r e l i g i o u s  community d e d i c a t e d  t o  

t h e  worsh ip  o f  Yahweh d u r i n g  t h e  r e v o l u n t i o n a r y  Amarna p e r i o d  

i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  s o c i a l  i n j u s t i c e .  The c o n f l i c t  which caused  

t h e  i n s u r r e c t i o n ,  Mendenhal l  p r o c l a i m e d ,  had n o t h i n g  t o  do 

w i t h  e t h n i c  i d e n t i t y ,  b u t  was a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  e s -  

t a b l i s h e d  regime which v a l u e d  "power more t h a n  e t h i c ,  and 

p r o p e r t y  and w e a l t h  more t h a n  p e r s o n s" .  I s r a e l ,  t h e n ,  was 

s imply  a  new s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n .  

Meek1 s c o n n e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Hebrews t o  t h e  h a b i r u  r e -  
(r 

mained,  a s  Mendenhal l  saw a n  "as tound ing"  s i m i l a r i t y  between 

t h e  Hebrews and t h e  ' a p i r u  o f  t h e  Amarna l e t t e r s  n o t i n g  t h a r  

t h e  word I a p i r u  p r o b a b l y  was d e r i v e d  from t h e  S e m i t i c  r o o t  

' b r ,  " t o  c r o s s "  i n  agreement  w i t h  Meek 128 and a c c e p t e d  ' i v r i  

(Hebrew) a s  t h e  l a s t  p r e s e r v e d  usage  o f  t h i s  t e r m  which a p -  

p l i e d  t o  any number o f  s t a t e l e s s  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  second m i l -  

- - l en ium.  - .  

He c o n t i n u e d  h i s  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  I s r a e l ' s  background 

s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  p r o b a b l y  had been twe lve  t r i b e s  (no t  

n e c e s s a r i l y  nomadic) e a c h  b e i n g  an  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i s t r i c t ,  



w i t h  a  n a s i  ( p o s s i b l y  p r i n c e )  a s  i t s  l e a d e r .  When t h e  new 

c o n f e d e r a t i o n  o f -  I s r a e l  formed,  i t  became t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  

s u c c e s s o r  o f  a l l  t w e l v e  t r a d i t i o n s .  I t  was p o s s i b l e  t h a t  

t h e s e  t r i b e s  had been known by t h e  names o f  Abraham and I s a a c ,  

and l i k e l y  a  Moses group which had come o u t  o f  Egypt .  129 The 

d i v e r s e  t r i b e s ,  c l a n s ,  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  l i n e a g e s ,  and o t h e r  s o -  

c i a l  segments  a c c p e t e d  t h e  r u l e  o f  Yahweh under  t h e  c o v e n a n t ,  

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  r e j e c t i n g  t h e  dominion o f  v a r i o u s  l o c a l  k i n g s  

w i t h  t h e i r  t u t e l a r y  d e i t i e s .  130 

T h i s  h y p o t h e s i s  was a  t o t a l  d e p a r t u r e  from Meek's t h e -  

s i s  b u t  it d e m o n s t r a t e s  how f a r  from t h e  b a s i c  b i b l i c a l  s t o r y  

t h e o l o g i a n s  have grown s i n c e  1933 when P r o f e s s o r  Meek's i d e a s  

were s o  u n p r e c e d e n t e d .  A few y e a r s  l a t e r ,  M e n d e n h a l l ' s  

" r e v o l t  model" t h e s i s  was expanded even  f u r t h e r  by Norman K .  

Got twald .  H i s  book,  The T r i b e s  o f  Yahweh: A S o c i o l o g y  o f  . 

t h e  R e l i g i o n  o f  L i b e r a t e d  I s r a e l  1250-1050 B .  C . E .  l3' p r o v i d e s  

a  d e t a i l e d  s t u d y  o f  t h i s  i d e a .  Got twald  conc luded  t h a t  " e a r l y  

I s r a e l  was an  e c l e c t i c  f o r m a t i o n  o f  m a r g i n a l  and d e p r e s s e d  

C a n a a n i t e  p e o p l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  ' f e u d a l i z e d '  p e a s a n t s ,  ' a p i r u  

m e r c e n a r i e s  and a d v e n t u r e r s ,  t r anshumant  p a s t o r a l i s t s ,  t r i -  
- .  

b a l l y  o r g a n i z e d  f a r m e r s  and p a s t o r a l  nomads, and p r o b a b l y  

13 '~orman  K .  Go t twa ld ,  The T r i b e s  o f  Yahweh: A S o c i -  - 

o l o g y  Of t h e  R e l i g i o n  o f  L i b e r a t e d  I s r a e l  1250-1059 B . C . E .  
(Maryknol l ,  New York: O r b i s  Books, 1979) .  
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a l s o  i t i n e r a n t  c r a f t s m e n  and d i s a f f e c t e d  p r i e s t s . "  An a v i d  

l e c t u r e r ,  Meek would have l o v e d  G o t t w a l d l s  r h e t o r i c .  Got twald  

went on t o  s a y  t h a t  I s r a e l  emerged from a  b r e a c h  w i t h  C a n a a n i t e  

s o c i e t y  and n o t  because  o f  a n  i n v a s i o n  from o u t s i d e .  T h i s  

can  be c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a  s o r t  o f  e x p a n s i o n  o f  Meek's h a b i r u  
u 

t h e o r y .  Got twald  a g r e e d  a l s o  t h a t  t h e r e  must have been a  

s m a l l  group o f  Hebrews, p r o b a b l y  L e v i t e s  a s  Meek s u g g e s t e d ,  

which had e x p e r i e n c e d  E g y p t i a n  o p p r e s s i o n  b u t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  

b e a r  t h e  name I s r a e l  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e i r  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

C a n a a n i t e  r e v o l t  group.  Got twald  i d e n t i f i e d  Yahweh w i t h  t h e  

E g y p t i a n  group b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  J o s e p h  t r i b e s  were t h e  f i r s t  

c o n v e r t s  t o  L e v i t i c a l  Yahwism i n  Canaan. I n d e e d ,  G o t t w a l d l s  

t h e s i s  seems t o  be Meek's 1930 t h e s i s  d r e s s e d  i n  1980 v o c a b u l a r y .  

He p roposed  t h a t  t h e  u n i f i c a t i o n  came abou t  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  "a 

d e l i b e r a t e  and h i g h l y  c o n s c i o u s  ' r e t r i b a l i z a t i o n l  p r o c e s s  

r a t h e r  t h a n  an  u n r e f l e c t i v e  u n i l i n e a r  c a r r y - o v e r  from p a s t o r a l  

1'132 nomadic t r i b a l i s m .  - 

I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  G o t t w a l d l s  c o m p l i c a t e d ,  t e d i o u s  800-page 

s e a r c h  f o r  new i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  i s  Michael  G r a n t ' s  w o n d e r f u l l y  

s i m p l e ,  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  H i s t o r y  o f  I s r a e l .  133 Michael  Gian t  

i s  a  fo rmer  Fe l low o f  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e  i n  Cambridge and Vice  

C h a n c e l l o r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Khartoum. While n o t  c l a i m i n g  

t h a t  t h e  B i b l e  i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  f a c t u a l ,  f o r  he acknowledged 

13'1bid.  p .  x x i i i .  

1 3 3 ~ r a n t ,  H i s t o r y  o f  I s r a e l .  



t h a t  t h e  b i b l i c a l - a u t h o r ' s  main purpose  was t o  d e p i c t  t h e  

g l o r y  o f  Yahweh, j u s t  a s  Meek d i d .  Y e t ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  Meek, 

Grant  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  an "enormous amount" o f  " s t r a i g h t "  h i s t o r y  

h a s  s l i p p e d  t h r o u g h .  134 D r .  Grant  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  B i b l e  an  

"overwhelmingly i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n 1' ,  and used  

t h e  B i b l e  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  h i s t o r i c a l  documents and e x c a v a t i o n  

r e p o r t s  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  h i s  ( a d m i t t e d l y  g e n e r a l )  p i c t u r e  o f  

I s r a e l ' s  h i s t o r y .  

He began w i t h  second m i l l e n i u m  human movement i n  t h e  

L e v a n t ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  immigrants  were p r o b a b l y  welcomed 

by l o c a l  l e a d e r s ,  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e y  had s u b s t a n t i a l  h e r d s  

t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  economy. The newcomers spoke r e l a t e d  

t o n g u e s ,  i n t e r m a r r i e d ,  o f t e n  p o s s e s s e d  b o t h  Yahwist and 

C a n a a n i t e  names 135 and t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  was l a r g e l y  p e a c e f u l .  

He a g r e e d  w i t h  Meek t h a t  t h e  h i g h l a n d s  were s p a r s e l y  p o p u l a t e d  

a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  s o  t h a t  was where t h e  immigrants  s e t t l e d  and 

soon began t o  i m i t a t e  t h e  C a n a a n i t e  s e t t l e d  way o f  l i f e .  - 

These f r agmen ted  t r i b e s  were ,  f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  150 y e a r s  

b e f o r e  t h e  c o n f e d e r a t i o n ,  governed  by a  c o u n c i l  o f  e l d e r s  

e x c e p t  d u r i n g  emergenc ies  such  a s  e x t e r n a l  a t t a c k e r s ,  when 

l e a d e r s h i p  was assumed by s m a l l - s c a l e  r u l e r s  ( t h e  judges )  

whom t h e  B i b l e  l a t e r  endowed w i t h  an a r t i f i c i a l  ch rono logy  

and e x a g g e r a t e d  l i f e  s t y l e s .  

1 3 ' ~ o r  example,  Gidean was a l s o  known a s  J e r u b b a a l .  See 
Judges  7 : l .  



The l a c k  oT Yahweh names b e f o r e  t h e  t ime  of  Moses 

f o r c e d  Grant  t o  connec t  t h e  name "Yahweh" w i t h  Moses, i n  

seeming agreement  w i t h  Meek. Grant  s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  i t  may 

have been  a  l o c a l  c u l t  from S i n a i ,  y e t  a c c e p t s  t h e  Northwest  

S e m i t i c  word "ehyeh" ( t o  be)  a s  t h e  r o o t  word f o r  t h e  name, 

d i s r e g a r d i n g  Meek's c o n t r i v e d  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  words .  But 

Grant  a g r e e d  t h a t  monotheism and t h e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  o f  Yahweh 

came l a t e r ,  and t h a t  t h e  e a r l y  I s r a e l i t e s  were h e n o t h e i s t s .  

He acknowledged t h a t  heno the i sm was f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  m o d i f i e d  

by p o l y t h e i s t i c  e l e m e n t s  f rom t h e  p a s t ,  b u t  does  n o t  s u g g e s t ,  

a s  d i d  Meek, t h a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  t r i b e s  d i d  n o t  know Yahweh 

b e f o r e  Moses. He p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  i t  was many c e n t u r i e s  

b e f o r e  t h e  b i b l i c a l  w r i t e r s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  o t h e r  d i v i n i t i e s  

d i d  n o t  e x i s t .  Grant  presumed t h a t  t h e  e a r l y  I s r a e l i t e s  ( a l l  

o f  them) p e r c e i v e d  Yahweh a s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e i r  p r o t e c t i o n  and 

formed t h e i r  covenan t  w i t h  him. The f o r m u l a t i o n  and wording 

o f  t h i s  c o v e n a n t ,  Grant  s t a t e d ,  a r e  p r o b a b l y  from a  l a t e r  - 

d a t e ,  b u t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  goes  back t o  t h e  " very  e a r l i e s t  

s o u r c e s .  " 136 P r e v i o u s  c o v e n a n t s ,  Grant  o b s e r v e d ,  were w i t h  

137 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  l i k e  t h e  covenan t  between God and Noah - .  

t h o s e  o f  t h e  ~ a t r i a r c h s l ~ ~ ,  b u t  t h e  c o v e n a n t s  a t  b o t h  S i n a i  

and Shechem i n v o l v e d  a l l  t h e  members o f  t h e  community, 

s i g n i f y i n g  t h e i r  u n i t y .  Grant  p l a c e s  t h e  S i n a i  covenant  b e f o r e  

t h e  Shechem one ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  Meek. 

1 3 6 ~ r a n t ,  H i s t o r y  o f  I s r a e l ,  p .  4 7 .  

1 3 7 ~ e n e s i s  6:  18 .  

1 3 8 ~ e n e s i s  15 :18 ;  2 1 : 2 7 .  



Grant  acce-pted Meek's d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  t h e  laws a g r e e i n g  

t h a t  t h e  e t h i c a l  commandments ( t h e  a p o d e i c t i c )  a r e  e a r l i e r  

and s e p a r a t e  from C a n a a n i t e  t r a d i t i o n .  They a r e  p r o b a b l y  

o r i g i n a l l y  I s r a e l i t e ,  d a t i n g  from t h e  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  t h e i r  

e n t r y  i n t o  Canaan. He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e y  were e n u n c i a t e d  

o r a l l y  d u r i n g  t r i b a l  d i s p u t e s  f o r  many g e n e r a t i o n s  b e f o r e  

t h e y  were w r i t t e n  down 13' i n  agreement  w i t h  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  

who have s t u d i e d  t r i b a l  communi t ies .  Meek's t h e s i s  i s  weakened 

by t h o s e  who b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  a  c u l t u r e  

c a n  be r e l i e d  upon t o  g i v e  a  f a i r l y  a c c u r a t e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e i r  

a n c e s t r a l  background a s  he a lmos t  t o t a l l y  d i s r e g a r d e d  t h e  

g e n e a l o g i e s  o f  t h e  b i b l i c a l  n a r r a t i v e s .  

One o f  t h e  most n o t a b l e  e n t r i e s  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  o f  

h i s t o r i c a l  b i b l i c a l  s t u d i e s  a r e  t h e  I s r a e l i  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s .  

Because o f  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h i s  f i e l d ,  i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  

Meek's i n f l u e n c e  was p r e s e n t  even  i n  I s r a e l i  e n d e a v o r s .  Two 

o f  t h e  most prominent  o f  t h e  I s r a e l i  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  t o  t a k e -  

up t h i s  s t u d y  were Y i g a e l  Yadin and Yohanan A h a r o n i ,  b o t h  

r e c e n t l y  d e c e a s e d .  

Y i g a e l  Yadin championed A l b r i g h t ' s  t h e s i s  o f  t h e - g e n u i n e  

h i s t o r i c i t y  o f  t h e  B i b l e .  He b e l i e v e d  a r t h a e o l o g y  c o n f i r m s  

t h a t  L a t e  Bronze Age (1550-1200) semi-nomads d e s t r o y e d  many 

C a n a a n i t e  c i t i e s ,  t h e n  g r a d u a l l y  b u i l t  t h e i r  own s e d e n t a r y  

s e t t l e m e n t s  on t h e  r u i n s  and o c c u p i e d  t h e  r ema inder  o f  t h e  

c o u n t r y .  Yadin found e v i d e n c e  which showed t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  

1 3 ' ~ r a n t ,  H i s t o r y  o f  I s r a e l ,  p .  4 8 .  



o f  many f o r t i f i e d -  c i t i e s  d a t i n g  from between 1550 and 1200 

o v e r  which poor q u a l i t y  u n f o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e s  were b u i l t .  The 

newer u n f o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e s  r e f l e c t  s e t t l e m e n t  by semi-nomadic 

p e o p l e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  an e s t a b l i s h e d  u rban  p o p u l a t i o n .  New 

f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  were n o t  n e c e s s a r y ,  he p r o p o s e d ,  because  t h e  

c o u n t r y  had been weakened by Egypt and by i n t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t .  

T h i s  weakening a l s o  a l lowed  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  e a s y  a c c e s s  t o  

what he v i s u a l i z e d  a s  d e g e n e r a t e  Canaan i t e  c i t i e s .  Ka th leen  

Kenyon d a t e d  t h e  w a l l s  o f  J e r i c h o  t o  1560 w h i l e  Yadin d a t e d  

t h e  f i r s t  I s r a e l i t e  a t t a c k  on a  Canaan i t e  c i t y  a round 1350 o r  

1200. He b e l i e v e d  h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  r e n d e r s  t h e  b i b l i c a l  

n a r r a t i v e  o f  J o s h u a ' s  c a p t u r e  o f  J e r i c h o  somewhat e x a g g e r a t e d  

bu t  p l a u s i b l e ,  never  s e p a r a t i n g  Joshua  from Moses a s  d i d  Meek. 

Yadin b e l i e v e d  t h e  conques t  o f  A i ,  however,  t o  have been 

e t i o l o g i c a l  ( t h i s  was Meek's t h e s i s  a l s o )  and s t r e s s e d  t h a t -  

a l t h o u g h  it i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a c c e p t  e a c h  d e t a i l  o f  t h e  

b i b l i c a l  a c c o u n t ,  t h e  whole must n o t  be r e j e c t e d .  

Yohanan Aharon i ,  a l o n g  w i t h  Yadin c i t e d  t h e  appearance  

o f  a  " c o l l a r d  r i n g  ware" ( p o t t e r y  w i t h  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  r im)  a s  

e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  i n t r u s i o n  o f  I s r a e l i t e  immigran t s .  Yadin- 

s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  i t  was found i n  t h e  new s e t t l e m e n t s  w i t h  no 

C a n a a n i t e  p o t t e r y  among t h e  r u i n s ,  t a k i n g  t h i s  t o  mean t h e r e  

was no c o - e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  and C a n a a n i t e s ,  b u t  a  

comple te  t a k e  o v e r .  140 On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  Manfred Weipper t ,  

1 4 0 y i g a l  Yadin,  " I s  t h e  B i b l i c a l  Account o f  t h e  I s r a e l i t e  
Conquest o f  Canaan H i s t o r i c a l l y  R e l i a b l e ?" ,  B i b l i c a l  Archaeology 
Review Vol .  V I I I  # 2  (March/Apr i l ,  1 9 8 2 ) ,  pp. 16-23 .  



a  s c h o l a r  sometimes a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  German s c h o o l  o f  

t h o u g h t ,  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  c o l l a r d  r i n g  ware may o n l y  be a  

new s t y l e  i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  s h i f t  i n  t h e  economy l4' and cau-  

t i o n s  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  i n  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  a r t i f a c t u a l  

m a t e r i a l .  Yet he a c c e p t s  t h e  t h e s i s  o f  a  p e a c e f u l  s e t t l e -  

ment o f  s m a l l  c a t t l e  b r e e d e r s  i n  t h e  unpopu la ted  h i g h l a n d s  

i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  s t i l l  s u r -  

round ing  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  A s  Meek d i d ,  some s c h o l a r s  c o n t i n -  

ue t o  o f f e r  l e s s  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  James D.  

Muhly, p r o f e s s o r  o f  a n c i e n t  Near E a s t e r n  H i s t o r y  and c h a i r -  

man o f  t h e  a n c i e n t  h i s t o r y  program a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  from t h e  Bronze 

Age t o  t h e  I r o n  Age a t  a round 1200 p r o v i d e d  s t i m u l u s  f o r  

t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  M e d i t e r r a n e a n .  I n  a  f i v e - y e a r  

s t u d y ,  Muhly and two c o l l e a g u e s  found t h a t  i r o n  t e c h n o l o g y  - 

p r o b a b l y  developed i n  P a l e s t i n e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  

impor ted  bronze  d u r i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  upheava l s  o f  t h e  s e -  - 

cond mi l l en ium.  He p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  t ime  of  

t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  Troy,  t h e  Dor ian  i n v a s i o n  o f  Greece from 

t h e  n o r t h w e s t ,  when t h e  Phryg ians  moved i n t o  A n a t o l i a ,  when 

t h e  Sea P e o p l e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  P h i l i s t i n e s ,  a t t a c k e d  ( b u t  

were r e p e l l e d  by) Egypt and f i n a l l y  s e t t l e d  on t h e  P a l e s t i n e  

c o a s t ,  and when t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  occup ied  Canaan. The Mycenaean 

s e a  power ended,  t h e  H i t t i t e  empire c o l l a p s e d ,  t h e  g r e a t  c i t y  

1 4 ' ~ a n f r e d  Weipper t ,  The S e t t l e m e n t  of  I s r a e l i t e  T r i b e s  
i n  P a l e s t i n e  (London: SCM P r e s s ,  L t d . ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  p .  134.  



s t a t e s  i n  S y r i a  were d e s t r o y e d  and t h e  Aramaeans m i g r a t e d  i n -  

t o  Mesopotamia and S y r i a .  The p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  Late  Bronze 

Age (1550-1200) w i t h  i t s  e x t e n s i v e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  ended.  

Archaeology r e v e a l s  g r e a t  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  impor ted  goods a t  

l e v e l s  d a t i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  "da rk  age"  o f  t h e  1 2 0 0 t s ,  b u t  shows 

a  l a c k  o f  t h e s e  i t e m s  a f t e r w a r d s .  

Muhly b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i r o n  t e c h n o l o g y  deve loped  because  

o f  t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  b r o n z e ,  an i m p o r t .  I r o n  was c e r t a i n l y  

a v a i l a b l e  b e f o r e  t h i s  t i m e  b u t  because  i t s  m e l t i n g  p o i n t  i s  

400' h i g h e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  copper  ( t h e  main i n g r e d i e n t  i n  

b ronze )  c a s t i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  had n o t  been deve loped .  He sug-  

g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  c r u c i a l  t r a n s i t i o n  p e r i o d  which i n i t i a t e d  

i r o n  m e t a l l u r g y  i n t o  I s r a e l  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  e v e n t s  i n  

t h e  Levant where t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  was i n t r o d u c e d  t h r o u g h  con-  

t a c t s  w i t h  t h e  Aegean wor ld  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  m i g r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

P h i l i s t i n e s  and o t h e r  Sea P e o p l e s .  142 

D r .  Meek n e v e r  a s s o c i a t e d  t h e  Hebrews w i t h  t h e  Greeks 

b u t  many o t h e r  s c h o l a r s  f i n d  a  c o n n e c t i o n .  Cyrus Gordon, i n  

h i s  book Before  t h e  ~ i b l e ' ~ ~  p o i n t s  o u t  many a n a l o g i e s  i n  

1 4 2 ~ a m e s  Muhly, "How I r o n  Technology Changed t h e  
Anc ien t  World1', - BAR Vol .  V I I I  #6  (Nov./Dec.,  1 9 8 2 ) ,  
pp .  40-56.  

1 4 3 ~ y r u s  Gordon, Before  t h e  B i b l e  (New York: 
Harper  6 Row, 1962) .  



t h e i r  l i t e r a t u r e s :  N .  K .  Sanders  144 and A l l e n  H .  J o n e s  145 

b o t h  b e l i e v e  t h a t  e v i d e n c e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  b i b l i c a l  t r i b e  

o f  Dan had o r i g i n a l l y  been t h e  t r i b e  o f  t h e  Denyen o r  Danuna 

o f  t h e  Sea Peop les .  

I t  h a s  l o n g  been s u s p e c t e d  by many s c h o l a r s  t h a t  t h e  

e r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  Aegean vo lcano  a t  T h e r a / S a n t o r i n i  was r e -  

s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  movements o f  t h e  Sea P e o p l e s ,  and some 

s c h o l a r s  even  propose  t h a t  may have been a  d e t e r m i n i n g  f a c t o r  

i n  t h e  Exodus o f  t h e  Moses group from Egypt .  Leon Pomerance 

d a t e s  t h e  e r u p t i o n  a t  abou t  1200,  t h e  most a c c e p t e d  d a t e  f o r  

t h e  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e  P h i l i s t i n e s  and t h e  Exodus. H i s  s t u d i e s  

r e v e a l  t h a t  t h e  damage t o  t h e  Aegean from a  v o l c a n i c  e r u p -  

t i o n  would have f o r c e d  s u r v i v i n g  Aegean p e o p l e s  ( t h e  Sea 

Peop les )  t o  m i g r a t e ,  w h i l e  t h e  damage t o  c r o p s  i n  t h e  D e l t a  

r e g i o n  o f  Egypt c o u l d  have caused  enough t u r m o i l  t h e r e  f o r  - 

t h e  Moses group t o  be a b l e  t o  l e a v e .  He found e v i d e n c e  which 

i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  p r i c e  o f  wheat i n  Egypt i n c r e a s e d  500% a t  

t h a t  t i m e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  he b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  b i b l i c a l  a c -  

coun t  o f  t h e  " m i r a c l e  a t  s e a"  matches modern d e s c r i p t i o n s  

146 -. o f  a  t sunami  . . However, many o t h e r  s c h o l a r s ,  w h i l e  

1 4 4 ~ .  K .  S a n d e r s ,  The Sea Peop les  (London: Thames 6 
Hudson, L t d . ,  r e v i s e d  1 9 8 5 ) ,  p .  163.  

1 4 5 ~ l l e n  J o n e s ,  Bronze Age C i v i l i z a t i o n  (Washington,  D .  C .  : 
P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  P r e s s ,  1975) .  

1 4 6 ~ r o m  h i s  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  BAR, Vol. V I I I  # 2  
(March/Apr i l ,  1982) ,  pp.  52-3 .  



acknowledging vo l>an ic  a c t i v i t y ,  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  h i s  d a t i A g  

f o r  t h e  c a t a s t r o p h e .  

The d a t i n g  o f  b i b l i c a l  e v e n t s  r ema ins  a  ma jo r  i s s u e  

among s c h o l a r s  t o d a y ,  j u s t  a s  i t  was i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s .  The o l d  

a rguments  o v e r  t h e  conques t  o f  J e r i c h o  and A i ,  o r  t h e  l o c a -  

t i o n  o f  t h e  Exodus r o u t e  h a s  been  r a g i n g  from decades  w h i l e  

new ones  a r i s e  e v e r y  day .  Emanuel A n a t i  d i r e c t e d  e x c a v a -  

t i o n s  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  S i n a i  where he h a s  d i s c o v e r e d  a  "ho ly  

mountain".  He c i t e s  e v i d e n c e  o f  p i l g r i m a g e s  and c u l t  i c  

ce remonies  h e l d  t h e r e  i n  a n c i e n t  t i m e s  and s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

t h i s  may be Moses' mee t ing  p l a c e  w i t h  Yahweh. However, a l l  

o f  t h e  a r t i f a c t s  d a t e  t o  t h e  t h i r d  m i l l e n i u m  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  

t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  a c c e p t e d  d a t e  o f  t h e  Exodus. 

A n a t i  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  p a u c i t y  o f  t h i r t e e n t h  c e n -  

t u r y  a r t i f a c t u a l  e v i d e n c e  i n  t h e  E a s t  S i n a i ,  s o u t h e r n  Negeb, 

a t  Kadesh-Barnea,  and a t  J e r i c h o  and A i ,  w h i l e  a t  a l l  o f  
- 

t h e s e  p l a c e s ,  t h e r e  a r e a b u n d a n t  r ema ins  from t h e  t h i r d  m i l -  

len ium.  He p r o p o s e s  t h a t  t h i s  may mean t h a t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

d a t i n g  o f  t h e  Exodus i s  wrong and s h o u l d  be p u t  i n t o  t h e  

147 -. 
e a r l i e r  t h i r d  .mi l len ium t ime  p e r i o d .  - .  

A n a t i ,  Pomerance, and e v e n  Gordon c a n  be viewed i n  

modern t i m e s  i n  t h e  same way Meek was s e e n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

1 9 3 0 ' s .  T h e i r  i d e a s  a r e  o u t s i d e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t h e s e s  and 

s t i r  t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n s  o f  o t h e r  s c h o l a r s .  

1 4 7 ~ m a n u e l  A n a t i ,  "Has S i n a i  Been Found?", BAR 
Vol.  I X  #4  ( j u l y / A u g . ,  1 9 8 3 ) ,  pp .  7-14 .  



Another  l o n g - s t a n d i n g  d i s p u t e  i n i t i a t e d  by P r o f e s s o r  

Meek and h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  i s  t h e  d e r i v a t i o n  o f  Yahweh. 

There i s  l e s s  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e s e  s t u d i e s  b u t  

t h e y  a r e  n o t  devo id  o f  e x t r a  b i b l i c a l  e v i d e n c e .  D r .  Giovanni  

P e t t i n a t o ,  a  S e m i t i s t  from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Rome was t h e  

f i r s t  t o  a t t e m p t  a  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  some o f  t h e  Eb la  t a b l e t s .  148 

P e t t i n a t o  found r e f e r e n c e  t o  b o t h  Ya and il (E l )  o f t e n  i n  

t h e  t e x t s  and a l t h o u g h  he c a u t i o n s  t h a t  t h e s e  were n o t  t h e  

same d e i t i e s  found i n  t h e  B i b l e ,  it can  be assumed t h a t  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n s  o f  Ya and E l  were a l r e a d y  i n  e v i d e n c e  i n  S y r i a  

a s  e a r l y  a s  2500. Not o n l y  i s  t h i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  E b l a l s  

f a r  f l u n g  c o n t a c t s  bu t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  from which t h a t  c u l t u r e  

came. Even though a  c o n t r o v e r s y  between T e l l  M a r d i k h ls  

p r i n c i p a l  e x c a v a t o r ,  Paolo  M a t t h a i  and D r .  P e t t i n o  h a s  a r i s e n  

over  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  t e x t s ,  D r .  M a t t h a i  does  n o t  

d i s p u t e  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  S e m i t i c  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  

1 4 8 ~ b l a  i s  T e l l  Mardikh,  a  l a r g e  mound i n  S y r i a  which 
p romises  t o  y i e l d  much i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  a n c i e n t  
West S e m i t i c  t r a d i t i o n .  E x c a v a t i o n  r e p o r t s  have been pub- 
l i s h e d ,  b u t  s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n t r o v e r s y  con-  - -  
c e r n i n g  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e x t s - - o v e r  25,000 have been 
f o u n d- - t h e  s c h o l a r l y  community must w a i t  f o r  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  
on t h e s e .  

1 4 9 ~ i o v a n n i  P e t t i n a t o ,  l lEbla and t h e  B ib le" ,  
The B i b l i c a l  A r c h a e o l o g i s t  ( F a l l ,  1 9 8 0 ) ,  pp.  203-216. 

l S 0 1 d . ,  "Old Canaan i t e  Cuneiform T e x t s  o f  t h e  T h i r d  
Millenium" , Sources  and Elonographs on t h e  Ancient  Near 
E a s t ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  Mesopotamian S t u d i e s ,  
Vol.  I ,  F a c i l l e  7 (Malibu: Udena P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1 9 7 9 ) .  



E b l a  and t h e  impor tance  o f  t h a t  s i t e  a s  t h e  p r o b a b l e  o r i g i n  

o f  t h e  development  o f  wes t  S e m i t i c  c u l t u r e  from which t h e  

Hebrew t r a d i t i o n s  grew. lS1 The a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  

appea rance  o f  Ya i n  S y r i a  would i n v a l i d a t e  Meek's "borrowed 

d e s e r t  s t o r m  godff t h e o r y .  

Another  who would d i s a g r e e  w i t h  Meek's "borrowed 

d e s e r t  s t o r m  godf1 t h e o r y  i s  T h o r k i l d  J a c o b s e n ,  a  Sumerolo-  

g i s t  and a r c h a e o l o g i s t  n o t e d  f o r  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  

f i e l d  o f  b i b l i c a l  r e s e a r c h .  He b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  Hebrew 

concep t  o f  God grew o u t  o f  Mesopotamian r e l i g i o n  which d e -  

v e l o p e d  o v e r  a t  l e a s t  a  s p a n  o f  two thousand  y e a r s .  

J a c o b s e n  s t a t e s  t h a t  Mesopotamian r e l i g i o n  was d i r e c t e d  by 

t h e  f e a r s  common t o  e a c h  age .  H i s  s t u d i e s  have shown t h a t  

t h e  f o u r t h  m i l l e n i u m  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a  r a t h e r  s i m p l e  

economy and s o  t h e  f e a r  o f  famine  was o f  u tmost  c o n c e r n .  

A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  f o u r t h  m i l l e n i u m  concep t  o f  god was t h a t  

o f  a  p r o v i d e r .  The f e a r  o f  t h e  t h i r d  mi l l en ium was w a r ,  - 

s o  god was t h e n  c o n c e i v e d  a s  a  r u l e r .  Mesopotamian r e l i -  

g i o n  o f  t h e  second m i l l e n i u m  was t h e  h i g h  p o i n t  o f  r e l i g i o u s  

achievement  and J a c o b s e n  i s  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h i s  h a s  ? . c l e a r  

c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  b i b l i c a l  r e l i g i o n .  The c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  

d e i t y  o f  t h e  second m i l l e n i u m  was a  god who was conce rned  

1 5 1 ~ a o l o  M a t t h a i ,  "Ebla i n  t h e  P e r i o d  o f  t h e  Amori te  
D y n a s t i e s  and t h e  Dynasty o f  Akkad: Recent  A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
D i s c o v e r i e s  a t  T e l l  Mardich" ,  S o u r c e s  and Monographs on 
t h e  Anc ien t  Near E a s t ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  
Mesopotamian S t u d i e s ,  Vol .  I ,  F a c i l l e  6 (Malibu:  
~ d e n a  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1 9 7 9 ) ,  pp.  1-14 .  



w i t h  t h e  d a i l y  a f T a i r s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  J a c o b s e n  i s  c e r -  

t a i n  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  t ime  o f  t h e  development  o f  t h e  p e r -  

s o n a l ,  b e n e f i c e n t  p a r e n t  d e i t y  which i s  b a s i c  t o  t h e  Hebrew 

concep t  o f  Yahweh. 152 

From t h e s e  s t u d i e s ,  it would seem t h a t  Yahweh had a  

Mesopotamian o r i g i n ,  y e t  many a g r e e  w i t h  Meek t h a t  t h e  Moses 

group o u t  o f  Egypt were t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p r o t a g o n i s t s  o f  t h e  

Yahweh c u l t .  C a r o l  Myers ,  a  p r o f e s s o r  a t  Duke U n i v e r s i t y  

i n  Nor th  C a r o l i n a  and an  accompl i shed  f i e l d  a r c h a e o l o g i s t ,  

c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  T a b e r n a c l e  

lampstand o f  t h e  b i b l i c a l  n a r r a t i v e s  r e f l e c t s  d e f i n i t e  

E g y p t i a n  s t y l e s .  Not deny ing  Mesopotamian o r i g i n s ,  s h e  

a t t r i b u t e s  t h e  E g y p t i a n  m o t i f s  t o  t h e  a s sumpt ion  t h a t  a t  

l e a s t  a  p o r t i o n  o f  what s h e  c a l l s  " p r o t o - I s r a e l i t e "  groups  

was i n  Egypt sometime between 1400 and 1200. She s u g g e s t s  

t h a t  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  o f  I s r a e l  was made immediate-  

l y  a f t e r  t h e  Moses group r e t u r n e d ,  lS3 a c c e p t i n g  a t  l e a s t  t h h t  

p o r t i o n  o f  Meek's t h e s i s .  

I t  i s  e v i d e n t  f rom t h e s e  modern s t u d i e s  j u s t  how 
- - 

i n t e n s e  b i b l i c - a 1  s c h o l a r s h i p  h a s  grown s i n c e  i t s  u n s u r e  

b e g i n n i n g s  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s .  From t h e  e a r l i e s t  p r o t a g o n i s t s ,  

s u c h  a s  T. J .  Meek, t o  t h e  h i g h l y  t e c h n i c a l  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  

-- 

1 5 2 ~ i v k a  Frymen-Kensky, "God Before  t h e  Hebrews" 
BAR Vol .  V I I I  # 5  ( S e p t . / O c t . ,  1 9 8 2 ) ,  pp.  18-26 .  - 

1 5 3 ~ a r o l e  Myers ,  "Was There  A Seven Branched Lamostand 
i n  Solomon's  ~ e m p l e ? " ,  BAR Vol .  V #4 (Sept  . / O c t . ,  197'9),  
pp .  47-58.  



- 
of  t o d a y ,  l i k e  L .  S t a g e r ,  t h e r e  h a s  been a  v i r t u a l  e x p l o -  

s i o n  o f  s t u d i e s  and new i d e a s .  Yet h i s t o r y  r emains  an  

i n t e r p r e t i v e  a r t  d e s p i t e  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  

s c i e n c e s .  There r emain ,  a f t e r  f i f t y  y e a r s ,  many d i f f e r -  

i n g  a n a l y s e s  c o n c e r n i n g  Hebrew o r i g i n s .  



CHAPTER I V  

SUMMARY 

The i n t e n s e  s t u d y  which f o l l o w e d  Meek's i n i t i a l  1 9 3 0 ' s  

b o l d  p r o p o s a l s  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  d e s i r e  among s c h o l a r s  f o r  

knowledge c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  v e r a c i t y  o f  t h e  b i b l i c a l n a r r a t i v e s .  

Seen by C h r i s t i a n s ,  J ews ,  and t h e  f o l l o w e r s  o f  I s l a m  a s  

h o l y ,  t h e  B i b l e  was s e e n  a s  f a n t a s y  and u s e l e s s  a s  a n  h i s t o r -  

i c a l  document.  Bu t ,  because  o f  Meek and h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,  

t h e  f e a r  o f  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  "holy"  documents h a s  s h i f t e d  t o  

c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h  i n i t i a t e d  by Meek's b o l d  i n -  

t e r p r e t a t i o n s  has  shown much o f  Meek's t h e s i s  t o  be i n a c c u r a t e .  

H i s  " double exodus"  t h e o r y  was based  on e v i d e n c e  which he 

m a n i p u l a t e d  t o  f i t  h i s  un ique  i d e a s .  H i s  o r i g i n a l  t h e o r y  - 

i n  1933 was t h a t  J o s h u a  had t a k e n  J e r i c h o  from t h e  C a n a a n i t e s  

a round 1400,  s e p a r a t i n g  J o s h u a ' s  conques t  f rom Moses'  by 

abou t  200 y e a r s .  Bu t ,  by t h e  m i d - 1 9 5 0 1 s ,  Dame Ka th leen  - - 
- 

Kenyon had s y s - t e m a t i c a l l y  dug J e r i c h o  and found t h a t  t h e  

major  d e s t r u c t i o n  had o c c u r r e d  t h e r e  a round  1550,  a f t e r  which 

J e r i c h o  remained  a  s m a l l ,  u n f o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e .  154 Meek a c -  

knowledged Kenyon's d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  t h e  p r e f a c e  t o  h i s  

1 5 4 ~ a t h l e e n  Kenyon, Digging  Up J e r i c h o  (New York: 
P r a e g e r ,  1 9 5 7 ) ,  chap .  11. 



Torchbook e d i t i o n- o f  Hebrew O r i g i n s  i n  1960,  l o w e r i n g  h i s  

d a t e  by 100 y e a r s .  Y e t ,  i n  h i s  f i r s t  c h a p t e r ,  he a g a i n  

r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  J o s h u a  t o o k  J e r i c h o  around 1400,  

a  d a t e  f o r  which t h e r e  i s  no e v i d e n c e .  I t  seems t h a t  Meek 

" f e l l  i n  love"  w i t h  h i s  t h e s i s  and c o u l d  n o t  a l t e r  i t  even  

i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  new and damning e v i d e n c e .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  Meek n e v e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  

J o s h u a ' s  conques t  i n  1400.  He s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  was "a g r a d u a l  

i n f i l t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Hebrews i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y  by s m a l l  g roups  

o r  c l a n s"  (p.  23 Meek) y e t  he p u t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  emphas is  

on J o s h u a ' s  " c o n q ~ e s t ' ~  o f  J e r i c h o ,  u s i n g  t h i s  e v e n t  a s  e v i -  

dence o f  h i s  double  c o n q u e s t  t h e o r y .  I f  t h e  Hebrews mere ly  

g r a d u a l l y  i n f i l t r a t e d  i n t o  Canaan, t h e r e  does  n o t  seem t o  

be a  need  t o  t a k e  a  c i t y  l i k e  J e r i c h o .  Nor would t h e  " sma l l  

groups  o r  c l a n s f 1  have been  s t r o n g  enough t o  accompl i sh  s u c h -  

a  f e a t .  And, i f  t h e  Amarna l e t t e r s  mark t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  

a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o f  " o u t s i d e r s "  l i k e  t h e  H a b i r u ,  a s  Meek s a y s  

t h e y  do (p.  23 Meek), t h e i r  d a t e  (1350) i s  t o o  l a t e  f o r  t h e  

f a l l  o f  J e r i c h o  (1400 a c c o r d i n g  t o  Meek, 1560 a c c o r d i n g  t o  
- - 

Kenyon). The . b i b l i c a l  a c c o u n t ,  though e x a g g e r a t e d ,  i s  more 

b e l i e v a b l e .  J e r i c h o  was d e s t r o y e d ,  p r o b a b l y  by t h e  Hyksos,  

i n  1560 and t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  which was b u i l t  on t h e  r u i n s  had 

no c i t y  w a l l s .  Y .  Y a d i n ' s  e x c a v a t i o n s  found many s u c h  

v i l l a g e s .  A s  Moses' l i e u t e n a n t ,  J o s h u a  c o u l d  have t a k e n  

s u c h  a  v i l l a g e  on t h e i r  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  Canaan from Egypt .  



P o s t - 1 9 5 0 ' 3  s t u d i e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  f o l l y  

o f  Meek's i n s i s t e n c e  on a  200-year  gap between c o n q u e s t s .  

D r .  S t a g e r ' s  e x c a v a t i o n s  r e v e a l  a  d r a s t i c  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  h i l l  c o u n t r y  d u r i n g  t h e  La te  Bronze Age 

(1550-1200) .  A s m a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  h i g h l a n d  semi-nomads 

c o u l d  n o t  have dreamed o f  c o n q u e r i n g  t h e  h e a v i l y  f o r t i f i e d  

lowland c i t i e s  o f  Canaan b e f o r e  t h e y  had been  weakened by 

t h e  l o s s  o f  E g y p t ' s  p r o t e c t i o n ,  wh ich ,  i n  t u r n ,  c a u s e d  po-  

l i t i c a l  u n r e s t .  I f  t h e r e  were any  c o n q u e s t s  b e f o r e  1200,  a s  

Meek i n s i s t s ,  t h e y  must have been  o f  a  s p o r a d i c  n a t u r e ,  

caused  by g u e r r i l l a - t y p e  w a r f a r e  - which i s  what t h e  Amarna 

l e t t e r s  o f  1350-1300 seem t o  d e s c r i b e .  Nowhere do t h e  

Amarna l e t t e r s  ment ion  any u n i t y  among t h e  a t t a c k e r s  o f  

C a n a a n i t e  c i t i e s .  

The s t u d i e s  o f  J .  N .  P o s t g a t e  would seem t o  l e n d  

s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  a c c u r a c y  o f  t h e  b i b l i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s ,  f o r  h i s  

s t u d i e s  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  s y m b i o t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s e d e n - -  

t a r i e s  and nomads (o r  semi-nomads) o f t e n  f r a c t u r e d  under  t h e  

s t r e s s  o f  economic h a r d s h i p  f o r  e i t h e r  group.  C e r t a i n l y ,  

- - 
t h e  u r b a n  c u l t -u r e s  o f  Canaan were under  g r e a t  economJc 

s t r e s s  d u r i n g  t h e  Amarna p e r i o d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  d i m i n i s h e d  

E g y p t i a n  t r a d e  and s u p p o r t .  

Meek n e v e r  t o o k  i n t o  accoun t  t h e  economy o f  t h e  

C a n a a n i t e  c i t i e s  which e x i s t e d  because  o f  t h e i r  s t r a t e g i c  

l o c a t i o n s  on t h e  t r a d e  r o u t e  between Egypt and A n a t o l i a .  

Without  t h i s  t r a d e ,  C a n a a n i t e  c i t y  s t a t e s  s u f f e r e d  s e v e r e  

s e t b a c k s  from which t h e y  n e v e r  r e c o v e r e d .  



The l o s s  o f  t r a d e  was t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  new r e l i a n c e  

on i r o n  around 1200,  and t h e  development o f  new s m e l t i n g  

t e c h n o l o g i e s  which r e q u i r e d  more f u e l  t h a n  b ronze  m e t a l l u r g y .  

D r .  J .  Muhly ' s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  i r o n  

t e c h n o l o g y  g i v e s  t h i s  a s  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  d e f o r e s t a t i o n  

o f  t h e  h i g h l a n d s  which D r .  S t a g e r  d e s c r i b e s .  According  t o  

S t a g e r ,  t h i s  d e f o r e s t a t i o n  l e d  t o  t h e  development  o f  t h e  

h o r t i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t y  o f  which he found e v i d e n c e  i n  t h e  

h i g h l a n d s .  These h o r t i c u l t u r a l  v i l l a g e s  p r o s p e r e d  because  

o f  c e r t a i n  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  advancements  s u c h  a s  w a t e r p r o o f e d  

c i s t e r n s  and t e r r a c e d  f a r m i n g ,  a l l o w i n g  a  s h a r p  i n c r e a s e  i n  

p o p u l a t i o n .  S t a g e r ' s  e x c a v a t i o n s  do show a  d o u b l i n g  o f  t h e  

h i g h l a n d  p o p u l a t i o n  by abou t  1200.  

S t r e n g t h e n e d  by t h e i r  numbers ,  t h e  h i g h l a n d e r s ,  

p resumably  I s r a e l i t e s ,  c o u l d  now hope t o  become an  a u t o n -  - 

omous n a t i o n .  T h i s  c o u l d  n o t  have been p o s s i b l e  e a r l i e r .  

C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  p r o v i d e  a  p l a u s i b l e  s c e n a r i o -  

f o r  t h e  u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  w e l l - f e d ,  growing t r i b e s  who saw an  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  th row o f f  t h e  yoke of  C a n a a n i t e  and  E g y p t i a n  

c o n t r o l .  These f i n d i n g s  p o i n t  t o  b i b l i c a l  v e r a c i t y  i n s t e a d  - .  

o f  Meek's doub le  c o n q u e s t  i n v e n t i o n .  

B u c c e l l a t i l s  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  development  o f  t h e  

n a t i o n a l  s t a t e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  v e r i f y  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  

t h e s e  h i l l - c o u n t r y  v i l l a g e s  were a b l e  t o  g a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  

lowland towns which had l o s t  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  Egypt .  I t  - 

i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  D .  I .  B l o c k ' s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  r e v e a l  



t h e  development 07 many sma l l  n a t i o n s  a t  t h e  beg inn ing  o f  

t h e  I r o n  Age such a s  I s r a e l ,  Edom, and Moab, a l l  of  whom took 

advantage  of  Canaani te  d i s u n i t y .  A s  B u c c e l l a t i  remarked,  

t h e  " n a t i o n a l  s t a t e s "  which had evo lved  i n t o  new n a t i o n s  

were f i e r c e l y  p a t r i o t i c .  Had t h e y  merely moved i n  w i t h  

t h e  newly conquered r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e y  would have l o s t  t h e i r  

own unique i d e n t i t i e s .  The I s r a e l i t e s  d i s p l a y e d  a  p a r t i c u -  

l a r  un iqueness  which t h e y  j e a l o u s l y  guarded.  Yadin found 

t h e  p e c u l i a r  " c o l l a r d  r i m "  ware,which he b e l i e v e s  i s  

I s r a e l i t e ,  among t h e  r u i n s  o f  many sma l l  u n f o r t i f i e d  s e t t l e -  

ments which had been b u i l t  over  t h e  r u i n s  of  a  d e s t r o y e d  

c i t y .  He no t ed  t h a t  t h e  new type  j a r s  a r e  found a l o n e ,  

w i thou t  Canaani te  j a r s  among them, i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  

was no c o h a b i t a t i o n  o f  I s r a e l i t e  and Canaani te  v i l l a g e r s .  

Th i s  would seem t o  suppo r t  t h e  b i b l i c a l  n a r r a t i v e ,  y e t ,  i t  

must be no t ed  t h a t  t h e  " I s r a e l i t e "  j a r s  were n o t  found i n  

every  unwalled s e t t l e m e n t .  Yadin a l s o  no ted  t h a t  some 

c i t i e s  d i d  g e t  p r o p e r l y  r e b u i l t ,  demons t ra t ing  t h a t  no t  a l l  

o f  t h e  u r b a n i t e s  had been d e v a s t a t e d .  

I t  appears  t h a t  t h e  conques t s  began i n  e a r n e s t  a f t e r  

t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  Moses group,  which had been a b l e  t o  e s -  

cape bondage i n  Egypt because o f  Egypt ' s  p r eoccupa t i on  w i t h  

i n t e r n a l  m a t t e r s .  Although t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  had grown i n  

p o p u l a t i o n  by 1200,  t h e i r  war t echno logy  was d r a s t i c a l l y  

i n f e r i o r  t o  t h e  Canaan i te .  But I s r a e l i t e  b a t t l e s  were won - 

by i n s p i r e d  peop le  f i g h t i n g  f o r  a  c a u s e ,  u s i n g  eve ry  e x t r a -  

o r d i n a r y  means p o s s i b l e .  The f i r s t  b a t t l e s  were i n  t h e  



h i l l  coun t ry  where Canaani te  c h a r i o t s  would have been i n -  

e f f e c t i v e .  L a t e r ,  a s  t h e i r  power and audac i ty  grew, t h e  

I s r a e l i t e s  were a b l e  t o  t ake  over even t h e  lowland c i t i e s  

which had been weakened by p o l i t i c a l  upheaval  and d i s u n i t y .  

Meek d i s r ega rded  t h e  b i b l i c a l  n a r r a t i v e  which ex -  

p l a i n s  how t h e  unequipped I s r a e l i t e s  were a b l e  t o  r o u t  t hose  

w i th  b e t t e r  t e chno log ie s .  The i r  cunning i s  demonstrated by 

t h e  use of  sp ies155  and ingen ious  t a c t i c s  found i n  Chapters  

2 and 3  of t h e  Book of Joshua which d e s c r i b e  t h e  shrewd 

maneuvers o f  t h e  I s r a e l i t e  army. One of i t s  b e s t  i n c e n t i v e s  

was t o  have t h e  Ark of t h e  Covenant a t  i t s  f r o n t  lS6 i n s p i r -  

i ng  t h e  I s r a e l i t e s  i n t o  b a t t l e .  J o s h u a ' s  accounts  a r e  heav i -  

l y  l a ced  w i t h  Yahweh and t h e  Ark of t h e  Covenant so t h a t  

Meek's i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  Joshua was no t  a  fo l l ower  of  Yahweh 

makes l i t t l e  sense .  

Meek a l s o  s e p a r a t e d  Aaron from Moses by some 200 

y e a r s ,  i gno r ing  t h e  many b i b l i c a l  r e f e r e n c e s  connec t ing  

t h e  two. Meek's j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  s e p a r a t i o n  was 

t h a t  Aaron was a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  b u l l  worship which Meek be- 

l i e v e d  was t h e  c u l t  of t h e  n o r t h e r n  I s r a e l i t e s .  Bu t , . aga in ,  

he scorned t h e  ev idence ,  a v a i l a b l e  even i n  t h e  1930 ' s ,  t h a t  

t h e  worship of  b u l l s  was common i n  t h e  Near E a s t ,  from t h e  

155~umbers  13:21;  Judges 1:23:  18: 2 .  

l S 6 ~ o s h u a  3:6-17.  



Indus  V a l l e y  lS7 t o  Greece and Egypt .  The b u l l  r e p r e s e n t e d  

power and f e r t i l i t y ,  which a r e  u n i v e r s a l  c o n c e p t s .  I t  i s  

p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  b u l l  c u l t  was known by mos t ,  i f  n o t  a l l ,  

Near E a s t e r n  s o c i e t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  t r i b e s  o f  I s r a e l .  

Moreover ,  J o s h u a  i s  c l e a r l y  a  "Yaw name. 

P r o f e s s o r  Meek was c o r r e c t  i n  h i s  a s sumpt ion  t h a t  t h e  

Hebrews were n o t  m o n o t h e i s t s  b e f o r e  t h e  monarchy. T h o r k i l d  

J a c o b s e n ' s  f i n e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  concep t  o f  

god i n  Mesopotamia shows t h a t  t h e  needs  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  d i c -  

t a t e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  d e i t i e s .  D .  I .  Block adds  t h a t  

most s o c i e t i e s  b e l i e v e d  i n  a  cosmic o r  h i g h  god who had 

u n i v e r s a l  s o v e r e i g n t y .  But t h e y  a l s o  had a  h o s t  o f  l e s s e r  

gods w i t h  l i m i t e d  power.  lS8 The g r a d u a l  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  

l e s s e r  gods was a  l o n g  p r o c e s s ,  s o  t h a t  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  e i g h t h  

c e n t u r y  can  t h e  concep t  o f  t r u e  monotheism be i d e n t i f i e d  

b o t h  i n  b i b l i c a l  w r i t i n g s  and i n  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  lS9 i n d i c a t -  

i n g  t h a t  t h e  concep t  o f  monotheism was n o t  o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  - 

Hebrews b u t  was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  c e n t u r i e s  o f  e v o l u t i o n .  

The Hebrews may have had  househo ld  d e i t i e s ,  b u t  
- - 

Meek's n o t i o n  . t h a t  t h e  L e v i t e s ,  t h e  f o l l o w e r s  o f  Moses, 

were r e g u l a r  w o r s h i p p e r s  o f  a  s e r p e n t  c u l t  i s  n o t  based  

l S 7 ~ o r d o n  V.  C h i l d e ,  New L i g h t  on t h e  Most Anc ien t  E a s t  
(New York: W .  W .  Norton C, Co. ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  185 .  

1 5 8 ~ l o c k ,  F o u n d a t i o n s ,  pp .  397-8.  

1 5 9 ~ o r o a s t r i a n i s m  was deve loped  a t  abou t  t h i s  t i m e .  
But t h a t  Z o r o a s t r i a n i s m  i s  a  t r u e  monotheism i s  q u e s t i o n -  
a b l e  f o r  i t  a l l o w s  t h e  d u a l i t y  o f  good and e v i l  j u s t  a s  
does  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  



on sound evidence: S e r p e n t  worsh ip  was a  c u l t  o f  a g r i c u l -  

t u r a l i s t s  i n  which t h e  s e r p e n t  i s  h e l p f u l .  Bu t ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  

t h e  b i b l i c a l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  s e r p e n t s  d e p i c t  them a s  e v i l  o r  

f ea r some .  160 Meek c i t e s  Deut .  8 :15  (which s p e a k s  o f  " f i e r y  

s e r p e n t s "  and e q u a t e s  them w i t h  s c o r p i o n s )  and Ex. 1 7 : 1 5 ;  

4 :25;  15 :26 ;  23:25;  Kings 1 : 9 ;  and Neh 2 :13  which a r e  vague 

p a s s a g e s  and s u b j e c t  t o  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o t h e r  t h a n  Meek's .  

They h a r d l y  s u b s t a n t i a t e  h i s  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  L e v i t e s  were 

a d h e r e n t s  t o  a  s e r p e n t  c u l t .  

Meek's u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  Yahweh was a t  

f i r s t  an  Arab ian  s t o r m  god which Moses adop ted  ( f o r  r e a s o n s  

Meek a d m i t s  canno t  be e x p l a i n e d )  i s  a n o t h e r  a s sumpt ion  t h a t  

d i d  n o t  f a r e  w e l l  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  c o n t i n u e d  r e s e a r c h .  There 

a r e  numerous b i b l i c a l  p a s s a g e s  which connec t  Yahweh w i t h  

s t o r m s  b u t  none which l i m i t  him t o  s t o r m s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

c l o u d s  and r a i n  which Meek a s s o c i a t e s  w i t h  Yahweh a r e  u n i -  

v e r s a l  phenomena and a r e  found i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  s u p e r n a t u r a l  

b e l i e f s  a round t h e  wor ld .  More o f t e n ,  Yahweh i s  p i c t u r e d  

a s  o m n i p o t e n t ,  c o n t r o l l i n g  a l l  n a t u r a l  f o r c e s .  Meek's man- 

i p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  words ' ehyeh  ' a s h e r  ' ehyeh i n t o  ' ahyeh - -  

' a s h e r  y i h e y e h  i s  u n f o r g i v a b l e  f o r  a  l i n g u i s t .  A l b r i g h t ' s  

t r a n s l a t i o n ,  "he c a u s e s  t o  be1' 16' seems more r e a s o n a b l e .  

1 6 0 ~ e n e s i s  3 ;  Exodus 7 : 9 f f ;  Numbers 2 1 : 6 f f ;  
Deuteronomy 8 :15 ;  I s i a h  1 4 : 2 5 ;  30:6 .  

1 6 1 ~ i l l i a m  J.  Good, R e l i g i o n  Among t h e  P r i m i t i v e s  
(New York: The F ree  P r e s s ,  1 9 1 ) ,  p .  234. 

1 6 ' ~ l b r i g h t ,  From t h e  S tone  Age, p .  259. 



New ev idence ,  such a s  t h a t  from Ebla ,  though f a r  from 

complete,  p o i n t s  t o  a  much broader  background f o r  t h e  concept  

of Yahweh t h a n  Meek's Arabian "hwy" t h e s i s .  This  evidence 

i n d i c a t e s ,  r a t h e r ,  a  nor th-wes t  Semi t ic  o r i g i n  which p ro-  

bably  d a t e s  much e a r l i e r  t han  Moses o r  even Abraham. The 

e a r l i e s t  appearance of Yahweh i n  t h e  b i b l i c a l  n a r r a t i v e s  

smacks of nomadism, a s  t h e  d e i t y  d i spenses  r i gh t eousnes s  

r a t h e r  t h a n  f e r t i l i t y .  His f i r s t  abode, t h e  Ark, was housed 

i n  a  t e n t  which moved wi th  t h e  t r i b e .  The m a t e r i a l s  used 

such a s  a c a c i a  wood, ramskins ,  l a m b s k i n s , c l o t h e s o f  g o a t ' s  

h a i r ,  and such ,  a r e  a l l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of  nomadic e x i s t e n c e .  163 

P o r t a b l e  s h r i n e s  o r  s ac red  t e n t s  were s t i l l  employed among 

some nomadic Arabs before  t h e  t ime of Muhammed ( seven th  cen- 

t u r y  of  t h e  common e r a ) .  164 These do not  deny an Arabian 

background, but  n e i t h e r  were t h e y  p r a c t i c e s  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  - 

Arabian pen insu l a .  I n s t e a d ,  t hey  were common t r a d i t i o n s  of 

nomadic peoples  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  Near E a s t .  

I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  Yahweh c u l t  was s t r eng thened  

a f t e r  Moses' f l i g h t  from Egypt, but  t h a t  h a l f  of t h e  Hebrews 

recognized any but  Yahweh a s  t h e i r  h igh god i s  pure specu la -  

t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of Meek. His fancy t h a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  t r i b e s  

p r i m a r i l y  fol lowed t h e  b u l l  c u l t  and d i d  not  know Yahweh 

1 6 3 ~ e e  Exodus 2 5  f o r  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  of m a t e r i a l s  used.  

1 6 4 ~ a r r y  Or l i n sky ,  Essays i n  B i b l i c a l  Cul tu re  and 
Bib le  T r a n s l a t i o n  (New York: KATV Pub l i sh ing  House, 
1974) ,  p .  29. 



b e f o r e  Moses i s  w i t h o u t  f o u n d a t i o n .  The Moses group l i k e l y  

t o l d  t h e i r  kinsmen o f  a  new s i d e  t o  Yahweh, one t h a t  was i n -  

f l u e n c e d  by t h e i r  s t a y  i n  Egypt .  I t  seems i l l o g i c a l  t o  a s -  

sume t h a t  t h e  development  o f  t h e  concep t  o f  Yahweh was n o t  

a f f e c t e d  by A k h e n a t e n ls  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e l i g i o n  i n  t h e  f o u r -  

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Meek w i l l i n g l y  a c c e p t s  E g y p t i a n  i n f l u e n c e  

i n  t h e  E g y p t i a n  names and c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  which t h e  

Hebrews a d o p t e d ,  y e t  d e n i e s  any  e f f e c t  on Hebrew r e l i g i o n  

o f  t h e  pseudo m o n o t h e i s t i c  i d e a s  deve loped  by Akhenaten.  

A s  P.  M i l l e r ,  J r . ,  a  p r o f e s s o r  a t  Union T h e o l o g i c a l  Seminary 

i n  V i p g i n i a  p o i n t s  o u t ,  "Yahwism d i d  n o t  d e v e l o p  i n  a  vacuum, 

a s  i s  t r u e  o f  a l l  r e l i g i o u s  phenomena [ b u t ]  r e l a t e d  i t s e l f  

t o  i t s  c o n t e x t  and envi ronment  by p r o c e s s e s  o f  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  

a s s i m i l a t i o n ,  s u b o r d i n a t i o n ,  and r e j e c t i o n " .  The worsh ip  

o f  t h e  Aten i n  1350 c a n  be s e e n  a s  a  s t e p  toward  t h e  mono- - 

t h e i s m  t h a t  was t o  be deve loped  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c e n t u r i e s .  

Both M i l l e r  and J a c o b s e n  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  d e i t y  c o n c e p t s  - 

e v o l v e  and change w i t h  t i m e  and c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  a s  does  e v e r y -  

t h i n g  e l s e .  Meek a c c e p t e d  t h e  a p o d i c t i c  laws a s  more a n -  

c i e n t  t h a n  t h e  c a s u i s t i c  because  t h e y  were laws  t y p i c a l  of 

a  nomadic e x i s t e n c e .  Yet he a sked  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  t o  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  Yahweh was a  r e c e n t  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  Hebrew p a n t h e o n  

r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  more l i k e l y  n o t i o n  t h a t  Yahweh had been  

b r o u g h t  f rom t h e i r  e a r l i e s t  nomadic d a y s .  

'"P. M i l l e r ,  J r . ,  The Div ine  War r io r  i n  E a r l y  I s r a e l  
(Cambridge, Mass. :  Harvard  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 3 ) ,  p .  59. 



There  seems l i t t l e  doubt  t h a t  t h e  u n i t e d  s t a t e  o f  

I s r a e l  was composed of  two d i s t i n c t  g roups :  t h e  n o r t h e r n  

I s r a e l  and t h e  s o u t h e r n  J u d a h ,  e a c h  composed o f  s m a l l e r  

t r i b e s .  Meek u s e s  t h i s  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  c l a i m ,  n o t i n g  t h e  

d i v e r s e  t r a d i t i o n s  which made up t h e  I s r a e l i t e  c u l t u r e .  

However, a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s  have r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e s e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  may have deve loped  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  because  o f  

g e o g r a p h i c a l  s e p a r a t i o n s .  Al though i t  i s  n o t  l a r g e ,  t h e  

geography o f  S y r i a l P a l e s t i n e  s e p a r a t e s  it i n t o  h i l l  c o u n t r y  

and p l a i n s .  I t s  towns were s i t u a t e d  on h i g h  p l a c e s  domin- 

a t i n g  t h e  a c c e s s  r o a d s  t o  o t h e r  r e g i o n s .  T h i s  r e n d e r e d  

many a r e a s  i n a c c e s s i b l e  e x c e p t  a t  t i m e s  when t h e  towns 

l o s t  t h e i r  power. Such a  s i t u a t i o n  r e s u l t s  i n  "pocke t s "  

of  s o c i e t i e s ,  d a u g h t e r  g roups  o f  an  o r i g i n a l  a n c e s t r a l  

p o p u l a t i o n  which s t i l l  b o r e  t h e  marks o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  b u t  because  o f  l o s t  c o n t a c t ,  t h e y  deve loped  

un ique  t r a i t s ,  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e i r  s i s t e r  g r o u p s ,  y e t  

r e t a i n e d  l o y a l t i e s  and common t r a d i t i o n s .  166 J. P. D e s s e l ,  

a  Scheuer  Fe l low a t  t h e  A l b r i g h t  I n s t i t u t e  i n  J e r u s a l e m ,  i s ,  

a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  s t u d y i n g  t h e s e  d i s t i n c t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  - 

p a t t e r n s  which he s t a t e s  have been  e x h i b i t e d  between t h e  

n o r t h  and t h e  s o u t h  o f  P a l e s t i n e / S y r i a  a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  

C h a l c o l i t h i c  p e r i o d  (5000-3200) ,  167 l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  nomadic 

1 6 6 ~ o t t a k ,  Anthropology,  p .  260. 

1 6 7 ~ .  P. D e s s e l ,  "The E a r l y  Bronze I11 i n  S o u t h e r n  
P a l e s t i n e : ,  American Schoo l s  o f  O r i e n t a l  Resea rch  N e w s l e t t e r  
Vol .  37 # 3  ( A p r i l ,  1986) .  



m i g r a t i o n s  o f  the- second m i l l e n i u m .  T h i s  development  o f  

customs i n  "pocket"  g roups  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  v a r i e d  c h a r a c -  

t e r i s t i c s  e x h i b i t e d  by t h e  n o r t h  and t h e  s o u t h .  There  i s  

no e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  Meek's t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  two g roups  

were a  r e s u l t  o f  two s e p a r a t e  i n v a s i o n s  200 y e a r s  a p a r t .  

But t h a t  a t  l e a s t  some o f  t h e  Hebrews were i n  Egypt 

i s  p r o b a b l e .  The b i b l i c a l  s t o r y  o f  t h e  r i s e  o f  J o s e p h  i n  

P h a r a o h ' s  c o u r t  i s  l i k e l y  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  

o f  S e m i t i c  p e o p l e  i n  Egypt a t  t h e  t ime  o f  t h e  Hyksos dom- 

i n a t i o n .  Meek was r i g h t  i n  assuming t h e  E g y p t i a n  names 

o f  Moses, Assir,  P a s h u r ,  Hophni,  P h i n e h a s ,  Mera r ,  and 

P u t i - e l  were e v i d e n c e  o f  t i m e  s p e n t  on t h e  N i l e .  The 

Moses group must have been  compr ised  m o s t l y  o f  t h e  few 

c l a n s  o r  t r i b e s  t h a t  s t a y e d  beh ind  a f t e r  t h e  Hyskos l e f t .  

I t  c o u l d  n o t  have been  a  l a r g e  group f o r ,  a s  J .  L .  McKenzie - 

p o i n t s  o u t ,  t h e  b i b l i c a l  t o t a l  o f  600,000 men 168 s u g g e s t s  

a  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  3 ,000,000 men, women and c h i l d r e n .  

Such a  l a r g e  number o f  Hebrews i n  E g y p t ' s  d e l t a  would have 

c a u s e d  a n  exodus o f  E g y p t i a n s !  169 

Meek a l s o  f a i l e d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  any  G r e e k - L e v a n t i n e - '  

i n t e r a c t i o n  which i s  e v i d e n t  f rom t h e  U g a r i t i c  w r i t i n g s ,  

and he d e n i e d  any d i r e c t  a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  Hebrews w i t h  

16'5. L .  McKenzie, The Old Tes tament  Without  I l l u s i o n  
(Garden C i t y ,  New York: Image Books, A D i v i s i o n  o f  - 

Doubleday C, Co.,  I n c . ,  1 9 8 0 ) ,  p .  90. 



t h e  T i g r i s - E u p h r a t e s  c u l t u r e s .  I n s t e a d ,  he i n s i s t e d  t h a t  

Hebrew laws were borrowed from t h e  C a n a a n i t e ,  imply ing  t h a t  

t h e  Hebrew n a t i o n  was n o t  a n  e n t i t y  u n t i l  t h e  t ime  o f  t h e i r  

u n i f i c a t i o n  i n  Canaan. T h i s  i d e a  i s  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  b i b l i -  

c a l  accoun t  o f  Hebrew o r i g i n a t i o n  from U r  and Haran,  which 

Meek acknowledged when he a g r e e d  t h a t  e a r l y  Hebrews o f t e n  

r e t u r n e d  t o  k i n  i n  t h o s e  a r e a s .  Mesopotamian o r i g i n  f o r  

t h e  Hebrews h a s  been  f u r t h e r  s t r e n g t h e n e d  by new e v i d e n c e  

from E b l a  which shows t h a t  Northwest  S e m i t i c  t r a d i t i o n s  were 

p r e s e n t  i n  S y r i a  a s  e a r l y  a s  3500. 

Whatever t h e i r  background was, it i s  c l e a r  t h a t  

Yahweh was c e n t r a l  i n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  I s r a e l i t e  con-  

f e d e r a c y .  The n a t i o n  was a  s o c i a l  sys t em s t r u c t u r e d  around 

h i s  c u l t .  The t r i b e s  made a  d e l i b e r a t e  d e c i s i o n  t o  p r a c t i c e  

a  s p e c i f i c  way o f  l i f e  which was i n  o v e r t  o p p o s i t i o n  from - 

t h e  t ime- honored  e s t a b l i s h e d  ways a c c e p t e d  by t h e  r e s t  o f  

t h e  a n c i e n t  Near E a s t .  170  U n r e l a t e d  p e r s o n s  may have been - 

added t o  t h e  g roup ,  b u t  it seems c l e a r  t h a t  a  b a s i c  c o r e  

group had been e s t a b l i s h e d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  h i l l  c o u n t r y .  

Whether i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  P h i l i s t i n e  p r e s s u r e ,  a n  e x p a n d i n g -.  - .  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  o r  b o t h ,  t h e  covenan t  a t  Shechem, though  p o l i t -  

i c a l ,  was c o n t i n g e n t  on t h e  un ique  r i g h t e o u s  d e i t y  t h a t  

Yahweh had become. 

The e v e n t u a l  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  I s r a e l  and Judah  a f t e r  

t h e  d e a t h  o f  Solomon was p r o b a b l y  n o t  because  o f  t h e  d e s i r e  

1 7 0 ~ o t t w a l d ,  T r i b e s ,  p .  59. 



o f  t h e  n o r t h  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Baal  c u l t ,  a s  Meek s u g g e s t s ,  

n o r  was it t h e  removal  o f  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  t h e  P h i l i s t i n e s ,  

b u t  was because  o f  t h e  heavy t a x e s  l e v i e d  on t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  

t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  n o b i l i t y ,  and t h e  e x t e n s i v e  b u i l d i n g  programs 

i n i t i a t e d  by them. The seeming r e t u r n  o f  I s r a e l  t o  pagan 

d e i t i e s  ( a s  Meek saw i t )  was n o t  a  r e t u r n  a t  a l l ,  b u t  a  

c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  normal  c u l t i c  p r a c t i c e s .  The r a g i n g s  

a g a i n s t  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  a r e  found i n  t h e  b i b l i c a l  n a r -  

r a t i v e s  come from t h e  p r o p h e t s ,  who, by t h e  t ime  t h e y  wro te  

t h e i r  c a s t i g a t i o n s  (from 300 t o  500  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  forma-  

t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n f e d e r a c y ) ,  were conv inced  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  

problems o f  I s r a e l  and Judah  came from a  f a l l i n g  away o f  

t h e  p e o p l e  from Yahweh and what t h e y  b e l i e v e d  was a  " pure"  

Mosaic t r a d i t i o n .  They were unaware o f  t h e  Yahweh t h a t  

e x i s t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n f e d e r a c y .  

There  seems t o  be no good r e a s o n  t o  r e w r i t e  t h e  

s c r i p t u r e s ,  a s  Meek a t t e m p t e d  t o  do.  A s  A l b r i g h t  n o t e d ,  

many o f  t h e  b i b l i c a l  n a r r a t i v e s  seem t o  be e s s e n t i a l l y  h i s -  

t o r i c a l .  Evidence c o n t i n u e s  t o  v e r i f y  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  

i n  t h e  E a s t  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  was s u r p r i s i n g l y  l i k e  t h a t  - .  de-  - -  

s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  B i b l e .  S t u d i e s  a r e  a l s o  l e n d i n g  t r u t h  t o  

o t h e r  a n c i e n t  documents such  a s  Homer's I l i a d  and Odyssey 

which have been shown t o  r e v e a l  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  r e a l  h i s t o r y .  1 7 1  

l 7 ' ~ .  R .  Burn,  The P e l i c a n  H i s t o r y  o f  Greece 
(New York: Penguin  Books, 1982)  , p.  3 4 .  



CONCLUSION 

No one h a s  y e t  been a b l e  t o  p a i n t  Hebrew f e a t u r e s  on 

any o f  t h o s e  f a c e l e s s  p e r s o n s  whom i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  have shown 

moved i n t o  t h e  S y r i a / P a l e s t i n e  m i l i e u  o f  t h e  second  m i l l e n -  

ium, b u t  t h e r e  c e r t a i n l y  h a s  been a  c o n c e n t r a t e d  e f f o r t  t o -  

wards t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  I t  was a  s t u d y  t i m i d l y  begun by t h e o -  

l o g i a n s  who c a r e f u l l y  weighed t h e i r  t h e s e s  b e f o r e  o f f e r i n g  

any b u t  t h e  most t r a d i t i o n a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  b i b l i c a l  

n a r r a t i v e s .  Darwin was c e n s u r e d  f o r  h i s  courageous  new i d e a s ,  

and p r o g r e s s  toward  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c i t y  o f  t h e  

B i b l e  p r o c e e d e d  s l o w l y  a s  a  r e s u l t .  For more t h a n  f i f t y  y e a r s ,  

f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  C h r i s t i a n s  h e l d  back any  s c h o l a r l y  advancement .  

Theoph i l e  J.  Meek r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  i n i t i a l  b r e a k  between 

t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t s  and t h e  new m o d e r n i s t s  o f  t h e  1930's .  A s  

an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  b i b l i c a l  s c h o l a r ,  h i s  works - 

were w e l l  r e c e i v e d ,  open ing  t h e  door  t o  o t h e r s  who d a r e d  t o  

f o l l o w  him. He was, f i r s t  and f o r e m o s t ,  a  t h e o l o g i a n  and a  

t e a c h e r  who c h a l l e n g e d  h i s  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  p r o v o c a t i v e  q u e s -  - 

t i o n s ,  becoming a  major  i n s t i g a t o r  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  e v a l u a -  

t i o n  o f  t h e  B i b l e .  H i s  book, Hebrew O r i g i n s ,  was r e q u i r e d  

r e a d i n g  i n  b i b l i c a l  and a n c i e n t  Near E a s t e r n  c l a s s e s  a t  

u n i v e r s i t i e s  f o r  o v e r  t h i r t y  y e a r s .  He was one o f  t h e  f i r s t  

s c h o l a r s  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  a n t h r o p o l o g y  

and a r c h a e o l o g y  w i t h  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  B i b l e ,  which had been 

c o n s i d e r e d  i n e r r a n t  by most t h e o l o g i a n s .  



Today, Meek's Hebrew O r i g i n s  i s  no l o n g e r  i n  p r i n t  

and i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a r c a n e .  The v e r y  s t u d i e s  which Meek h e l p e d  

t o  l a u n c h  have r e n d e r e d  h i s  t h e s e s  i n v a l i d .  H i s  major  f a u l t  

l i e s  i n  h i s  u n y i e l d i n g  a t t i t u d e  toward  h i s  t h e s e s .  Because 

o f  t h e i r  a u d a c i t y ,  h i s  t h e s e s  r e q u i r e d  a  commitment which 

he was u n a b l e  t o  b r e a k .  He acknowledged new s t u d i e s  s u c h  a s  

K a t h l e e n  Kenyon1s f i n d s  a t  J e r i c h o ,  b u t  r e f u s e d  t o  a d j u s t  h i s  

t h e o r y  t o  accommodate t h e  new e v i d e n c e .  Al though he was a  

b r i l l i a n t  l i n g u i s t ,  h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  and a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  know- 

l e d g e  was nar row.  Y e t ,  he r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  need  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  

f i e l d s  o u t s i d e  h i s  own t o  f i n d  t h e  t r u t h .  

Meek's g r e a t e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  h i s -  

t o r i c i t y  o f  t h e  B i b l e  was t h a t  he was a  p a c e s e t t e r ,  f o r  he 

was t h e  f i r s t  o f  a  l i n e  o f  h i s t o r i a n s  who were n o t  a f r a i d  t o  

d e p a r t  f rom t r a d i t i o n a l  i d e a s  w i t h  t h e i r  b o l d  new a s s u m p t i o n s .  

S c h o l a r s  s u c h  a s  John A l l e g r o ,  172 solomon ~ e i t l i n ,  173 ~ e c i l  

Ro th ,  174 and Immanuel Ve l ikovsky  17' advanced unor thodox  i d e a s  

which o f t e n  drew t h e  r i d i c u l e  o f  t h e i r  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .  These 

1 7 ' ~ o h n  A l l e g r o  b e l i e v e d  Judaism and C h r i s t i a n i t y  - -  

stemmed from a Near E a s t e r n  c u l t  which u s e d  a n  h a l l u c i n a t o r y  
d r u g .  

1 7 3 ~ o l o m o n  Z e i t l i n  w r o t e  a  whacky d i s c o u r s e  on t h e  Dead 
Sea S c r o l l s  i n  1960. 

1 7 4 ~ e c i l  Roth s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  J u d a s  was a c t u a l l y  a  
p o l i t i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  who t h r o u g h  J e s u s  would l e a d  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n .  

175~mmanuel  Ve l ikovsky  went t o  g r e a t  l e n g t h s  t o  e x p l a i n  
h i s  t h e o r y  t h a t  a  n e a r  c o l l i s i o n  between e a r t h  and a  comet 
was t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  e v e n t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
t h e  Exodus. 



s c h o l a r s  s tood  " s a l i s  c o n t r a  mundum" and t h e i r  i nnova t ive  

i d e a s  d i d  more t o  shock s c h o l a r s  i n t o  new s t u d i e s  t han  t o  

p rov ide  r e a l  i n s i g h t  i n t o  h i s t o r i c a l  t r u t h s .  Meek's c o n t r i -  

bu t ion  can be measured by t h e  q u e s t i o n s  he r a i s e d  i n  t h e  

minds of s e r i o u s  s c h o l a r s ,  t h e  most va luab l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  

any t e a c h e r  can make, f o r  q u e s t i o n s  l e a d  t o  f u r t h e r  i nves -  

t i g a t i o n .  

I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  Theophile J .  Meek's own imagina t ive  

i d e a s  on t h e  source  of  t h e  Hebrew people  was, f o r  t h e  most 

p a r t ,  i n  e r r o r .  However, it must be remembered t h a t ,  i n  

s p i t e  of t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  n a t u r e  by which a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  now 

r e t r i e v e  ev idence ,  h i s t o r i a n s  s t i l l  e x p l a i n  t h e  evidence a s  

t hey  themselves  see  i t .  Meek i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  evidence i n  

accordance w i t h  h i s  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  t h e o l o g i c a l ,  and ph i losoph-  

i c a l  background. H i s  i d e a s ,  a l though  no t  accep ted  by l a t e r -  

s c h o l a r s ,  cannot be termed "wrong", j u s t  a s  t h e  t h e s e s  of  

h i s  contemporar ies  and modern s c h o l a r s  cannot be considered - 

" r i g h t" .  The hazy p i c t u r e  of  Hebrew o r i g i n s  may be s l i g h t l y  

more c l e a r  now t h a n  it  was i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 1 s ,  but  i t  must s t i l l  

be admi t ted  t h a t  a l l  of  t h e  i d e a s  advanced s o  f a r  a r e  - spe-c- 

u l a t i o n s ,  a l b e i t  educated ones.  On t h e  second page of h i s  

book, Hebrew O r i g i n s ,  Meek made a  s ta tement  which has not  

y e t  been d i spu t ed :  "The more we know, t h e  more we know 

t h e r e  i s  t o  know". 
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